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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.0 Background to the Study
It is documented in the literature that there are frequent incidences of particular crimes, such as sectarian violence, ethno-religious conflict, political assassination, ransom kidnapping, campus cultism and electoral thuggery to human rights violations (Ezemenaka, 2018). Apparently, insecurity is rife. This could be the reason why Oarhe and Aghedo (2010) observed that Nigerian security agencies have largely been ineffective, which has led to a colossal amount of insecurity and violence in the country. Corroborating, Ngwama (2014) is of the view that kidnapping as a security discourse is not new in Nigeria and its prevalence alongside the strain on security and there is a need to investigate it thoroughly. To an extent, these assertions hold weight. 
However, it must be noted that the effectiveness of security in the state is a causal effect of the political order. Politicians are not exempt from the ills they have created through kidnapping. The ineffectiveness of Nigerian security leading to the prevalence of crimes, such as kidnapping has multi-causal connotations; among these causal variables, corruption is salient in the reasons and explanation of ineffective security. Similarly, Inyang (2013) maintained that kidnapping has become endemic in the Nigerian society. It is fast becoming a lucrative alternative to armed robbery offence. The gravity of kidnapping is so intense that it has virtually affected most persons in the society. 
Kidnapping cases became alarmed in the Niger Delta region when militants in February 2006 abducted some oil workers, ostensibly to draw global attention to the dire situation in the oil rich Niger Delta region of the country, the victims were mostly foreigners. Since then the social problem of kidnapping has spread like wild-fire in most parts of the country, especially in the south-eastern region and Kaduna to Abuja road, which is a no go area today. The targets are no longer foreigners alone; practically every Nigerian is now a target. 
Therefore, kidnapping is not actually new in the area but the current lucrative ransom demanding strategy has become a serious social problem for the Government and people of Nigeria (Inyang, 2013). For instance, in the year 2018 Nigeria was placed sixth on the global kidnap index. This rating puts the country Nigeria among countries with serious kidnapping problems, behind Philippines, Venezuela, Columbia, Brazil and Mexico (Ezemenaka, 2018).
Also, Ezemenaka (2018) reported that Nigeria recorded 512 cases of kidnapping and 30 dead persons in kidnappers’ than the year against 353 cases recorded throughout 2015. Similarly, Kyrian (2017) also reported that the former Inspector General of Police in Nigeria had noted that kidnappers and hostage takers got N15 million in ransom (about N100 million) between 2015 and 2017. Kidnapping cases in southern Nigeria have been ravaging daily incidents. The safety of persons in Nigeria and their properties cannot be guaranteed. Kidnapping is an offence punishable by the law in Nigeria. Anybody caught involved in the act is expected to face a penalty of 10 years imprisonment (Kyrian, 2017). 
There are other studies conducted on the kidnapping phenomenon. Okoro and Odoemelam (2013) investigated the problem of kidnapping but set focused mainly on print media framing of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria. Another study was conducted by Muobike (2018) on the framing of the abduction of Chibok girls in Nigeria. Their study narrowed it the Southern Nigeria, where the causal factors might be limited to economic while the dominant factor for kidnapping in the South-south is environmental struggle and in the Northwestern and Northeastern parts could be poverty and terrorism, respectively. Apparently, the media are often in liberal theory referred to as the “Fourth Estate of the Realm” and the “watchdog of the society”, meaning that the media exist as an organ of information sourcing and dissemination, educational promotion, surveillance, social enlightenment and mobilization. These functions set the media apart as an important link or factor in the relationship between the government and the governed and make them a sine qua non to societal growth and development. Thus, the expectation is that, the media will be vibrant in reporting kidnapping cases so that the government can be able to take proper action. It is in this perspective that this study set to ascertain the coverage of kidnapping cases in Nigeria.
However, in a study conducted by Christian, Okwudiri and Chukwuemeka (2015) using mixed research methods- content analysis and survey methods to investigate how selected Nigerian newspapers (The Guardian, The Sun, The Trust and Leadership Newspapers) report the Chibok school girls’ kidnapping or abduction in Government Secondary School, Chibok Borno State found that Nigerian newspapers used frames like: rescue efforts frame, hopelessness frame, political frame, religious frame, ethnic frame, conspiracy frame and economic frame in their news reports of the abducted girls and of these frames used by Nigeria newspapers, the frame of hopelessness is mostly used by the selected papers. The study also found that the South East residents who are print media audience believe that the way Nigerian press report the Chibok kidnapping or abduction influenced their perception of rescue effort negatively. Therefore, the researchers recommended that print media journalists and owners should understand that it does not do any country good when the media concentrate only on government frustration in the face of terrorism. Since it is established that terrorism thrives when media organisation project it as succeeding, the media must learn to emphasize the strength of the government. The study recommends that other studies should look at other media contents apart from news. This will give an enriched result of media framing of terrorism, especially the abducted girls. Shutt et al., (2004) found that the threat of child kidnapping or abduction has been a socially constructed problem, resulting from mass media sensationalism and fabrication. 
In line with Spector and Kitsuse (2006), Shutt et al. (2004) support that the public has responded to this socially constructed problem by trying to fix it through several policy initiatives, such as Megan’s Law and Carlie’s Law. While these policy initiatives certainly address the problems of nonfamily abductions and stereotypical kidnappings, they fail to address the issue and root causes of family abductions, which comprise the largest portion of kidnapping incidents with the media playing a significant role in terms of frequency of coverage to kidnapping cases. Muobike (2018) using the content analysis method and Entman’s Framing Theory as theoretical guide discovered in his study that the newspapers tend to give a new meaning or definition to the kidnapping or abduction like that of Chibok girls. 
The newspapers framed the problem as insecurity (64.4%) by giving salience to it, implying a gross existence of insecurity in the nation. He also believes that the government is part of the problem the nation has. Surprisingly, the media blamed Boko Haram to a very small extent (14.4%) implying that national insecurity could be caused by anybody and any group if the government does not put up measures to control it. The findings point that kidnapping is a trend the country has been battling with diverse conflicts for more than two decades and the media are yet to report conflicts in a manner that will encourage the government and the governed to team together to solve the problem. It implies that there is a possibility that the media frame news from a realist’s perspective.
1.1 Statement of Problem
 Empirical evidence in the literature shows that studies have discussed mass media coverage of issues of national and international interests. Some of these studies revealed that kidnapping is worthy of reporting by the media. However, the degree of prominence, frequency and direction given to such events or issues by the press go down to a lower position as captured in the literature by (Inyang, 2013). Hazen and Horner (2007) recommend that kidnapping cases required a systematic examination of the problem in order to identify its underlying factors and its devastating consequences for policy recommendations for tackling the problem in Nigeria and beyond.
Therefore, the degree of prominence given to kidnapping cases by the press in Nigeria determines what Nigerians feel and thinks about kidnapping and its attendant consequences. As the “Fourth Estate of the Realm”, the mass media is expected to bring forth kidnapping cases into discourse, thereby setting the agenda and keeping its diverse audiences abreast of the situation. Thus, going by the gap in the literature, posers like do Nigerian media report kidnapping cases and what is the degree of coverage given to such cases apparently motivated this study to examine the coverage of kidnapping cases in Nigeria.
Empirical researches have revealed that the media are not living up to their role as the watchdog of the society. According to Muobike (2018), journalists provide contradictory information on issues regarding crisis situations. He further claimed that coverage varies from newspaper to newspaper and this has contributed to the failure of print media houses as they have failed to harmonize their information. Many newspapers houses give diverse account of the happenings in the society which have led to the distrust members of the pubic now perceived toward the media when it comes to getting accurate information. 
With the increasing incidence of kidnapping in Nigeria, the media ought to ensure the issue is reported accurately and constantly because the magnitude of the issue is deserving of media coverage. However, the degree of prominence, regularity, and direction given to such occurrences or issues by the press is low (Okoro & Odoemelam, 2013). While the broadcast media may not have assigned more air-time to such issues because of too many other programmes, it is assumed that newspapers report on those issues since publications are done on daily basis by most print media firms.
Furthermore, the increasing level of kidnapping remains a source of concern. The threat posed by kidnappers is becoming more rampant than ever in Nigeria resulting to loss of human lives as well as giving the country a bad reputation which is the one of the main reason most governmental efforts to attract foreign investors have failed over the years. The issue of insecurity in the country is a major challenge that attract both the attention of the masses and the government. Whenever there is a breach of security, members of the public interest and anxiety are arouse. This is why individuals in the society seek for accurate and dependable information about the WHY, WHEN, and WHERE of the unpalatable scenario (Inyang, 2009). The public is therefore entitled to get accurate information from the media at the appropriate time on every issue that is of interest to the state.
The media as the fourth realms of the estate is charged with the fundamental duty of providing the public with relevant information. The media must ensure they give good account of stories on kidnapping because these reports can help contribute to the ignition or resolution of kidnapping in Nigeria. To accomplish this, the mass media must be accurate, dependable, and effective in delivering such essential information to the general public (Kyrian, 2017). Reliable and accurate media messages can help to prevent any form of conflict through disseminating information, furthering awareness and knowledge, promoting participatory and transparent governance and addressing perceived grievances (Asemah 2013). 
Empirical researches have revealed that the media are not living up to their role as the watchdog of the society. According to Muobike (2018), journalists provide contradictory information on issues regarding crisis situations. He further claimed that coverage varies from newspaper to newspaper and this has contributed to the failure of print media houses as they have failed to harmonize their information. The print media collectively has therefore failed in its social responsibility role of providing proper knowledge about specific happenings in the society to the public. Many newspapers houses give diverse account of the happenings in the society which have led to the distrust members of the pubic now percieved toward the media when it comes to getting accurate information. 
With the increasing incidence of kidnapping in Nigeria, the media ought to ensure the issue is reported accurately and constantly, this is because the magnitude of the issue is deserving of media coverage. However, the degree of prominence, regularity, and direction given to such occurrences or issues by the press is of lower level (Okoro & Odoemelam, 2013). While the broadcast media may not have assigned more air-time to such issues because of too many other programmes, it is assumed that newspaper reports on those issues since publications are done on daily basis by most print media firms. This study therefore set to comparatively examine print media coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. The study will be focused on the Punch and Daily Vanguard newspapers with the intention of ascertaining the effectiveness of print media in reporting news on kidnapping in Nigeria.
1.2 Research questions 
1. What is the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
1. What is the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
1. What is the direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard?
1.3 Objectives of the Study
 In order to achieve the purpose of the study, the following objectives are set: 
1. To determine the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard. 
2. To find out the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard. 
3. To determine the direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard.
1.4 Research Hypothesis 
1. There is no significant relationship between the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard.
1. There is no significant relationship between the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard based on gender.
1. There is no significant difference in direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard.
0. Significance of the Study
The study on the effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria; a comparative study of the Punch and Daily Vanguard. This study holds significant importance for various stakeholders including, individuals, government, policy makers etc., each of whom can benefit in distinct ways.
To individuals, understanding effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria can directly contribute to sustained their safety and protection. The study can provide insights into strategies and practices that improve individual protection, leading to better overall living. people often face various challenges, including economic fluctuations and family issue, community problem. understanding effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria can directly contribute to sustained their safety and protection.
The study can inform government agencies and policymakers about the understanding effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. Agencies responsible for protection and safety of people living within the society will be able to have more understanding. Associations and support organizations can use the study to design training programs and resources that focus on enhancing resilience strategy within the country. 
Researchers and academics can benefit from the study by expanding the existing body of knowledge on understanding effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria.

0. Scope and Limitation of the Study
This study focuses on investigating the understanding effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria within the geographical scope of Kwara State, Nigeria. The study specifically targets security operatives within Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State, Nigeria. It focuses on security operatives because security operatives have been known to be the one relatives of victim report to, with high rate of death, 
The population of this study comprises of 100 security operatives within the metropolis Nigeria. Random sampling technique would be used to select 10 police division within the metropolis. Questionnaire “effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria; a comparative study of the Punch and Daily Vanguard (ENCKNCPDV)” would be used to collect data from the respondents while data collected would be analyzed using mean deviation, standard deviation and t-test.
0. Plan of the Study
The plan of this study is to find what the users of focuses on investigating the effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria; a comparative study of the Punch and Daily Vanguard within the geographical scope of Kwara State. Moreover. this research is more focused on effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria challenges on security vulnerabilities.
However, the research work takes place in the following format; Chapter one contains introduction to the topic of this research work, which include the problems of the study. research question. purpose/objective of the study, research hypothesis, significant of the study, scope of the study, plan of the study, definition of terms. Chapter Two embodied literature review introduction. effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. Chapter three deals with research methodology, research design in effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. population of the study in effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria, sample size and sampling technique in effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria, method of data collection in effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. Chapter four examine data presentation analysis and interpretation testing of the hypothesis. Chapter five examine summary of the whole study, conclusion, recommendation, limitation of the methodology. 
0. [bookmark: _Hlk196986789]Clarification of Major Terms and Variables
Kidnapping: Kidnapping is an act of crime that involve seizing, abducting, or carrying away of a person by force or fraud often with a demand for ransom or in furtherance of another crime. it  is a criminal offense of abducting a person by force or fraud or the unlawful seizure and detention of a person against his will. 
Newspaper: The newspaper is a collection of folded printed sheet of paper published periodically, usually daily or weekly for circulating news. it is any paper containing public news, intelligence or the occurrences of any remarks, observations or comments printed for sale and published periodically. 
Newspaper Coverage: This is also referred to as press coverage which is the art of gathering, collecting, processing, recording, and disseminating news and information through the process of mass communication which includes newspapers, magazines, radio and television. Newspaper coverage simply means the process of gathering and dissemination of news through the print media. 
Print Media: This is the means of mass communication in the form of printed publications, such as newspapers and magazines. Print media transmit information via physical objects, such as books, comics, magazines, newspapers, or pamphlets.







CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Theoretical Framework 
The study is espoused on ‘Issue Attention Cycle Theory and Framing Theory’. The first theory was propounded by Downs (1972); subsequently, scholars like Chong and Druckman (2007); Richard (2013) also contributed to the development of the theories. The basic assumption of the issue attention cycle theory is that, issues regarding the environment tend to “suddenly leap into prominence, remain there for a short time, and then gradually fade from the center of public attention.” He calls this process the “issue attention cycle,” one of the most intriguing theories regarding environmental public opinion. Downs’ theory contains crucial insight into what is currently happening with public opinion about the environment today. Ultimately, the issue-attention cycle has the potential to aid in the understanding of how kidnapping cases are reported in Nigeria. In order to analyze the public’s current opinions on the environment, it is critical to first understand how Downs defines the issue-attention cycle, specifically his description of the stages that are involved. 
Essentially, and rooted both in “the nature of certain domestic problems and in the way major communications media interact with the public,” there are five stages of the issue-attention cycle. The first stage, known as the pre-problem stage, takes place when a highly undesirable condition or situation occurs that has not yet caught the attention of the public, regardless of whether or not experts or interest groups were already aware of the problem. The next stage, known as the stage of alarmed discovery and euphoric enthusiasm, consists of the public suddenly becoming both “aware of and alarmed about the evils of a particular problem.” This awareness is usually accompanied by what Downs refers to as “euphoric enthusiasm,” due to the common belief that one can “solve the problem” or achieve something effective within a relatively short time.
The next two stages highlight the decline of interest within environmental issues, resulting in an immense decline in euphoric enthusiasm. Thus, the third stage of the issue-attention cycle is realizing the cost of significant progress. This entails the spread of a gradual realization that the cost of solving the problem is much higher than originally expected. More specifically, it would take a great deal of money and resources, as well as “major sacrifices by large groups in the population.” This results in a realization by the public that the problem is usually a direct result from some extremely beneficial aspect of their lives. 
Thus, Downs succinctly puts it, the previous stage “almost imperceptibly” transforms into the fourth stage; the gradual decline of intense public interest. Essentially, and as more and more people realize the difficulties and time consumption involved with solving the problem, several reactions take place. Some people may get discouraged, others feel “positively threatened by thinking about the problem,” and still others simply become bored with the issue. Of course, a combination of these feelings can occur as well, but it is essential to note that what tends to happen during this stage is that the public desire to keep attention focused on the issue at hand gradually fades away. Ultimately, by this point in time another issue seeking attention has already emerged within the second phase, becoming a “more novel and thus more powerful claim upon public attention.” 
The fifth and final stage, the post-problem stage, occurs when an issue has been replaced and “public concern moves into a prolonged limbo.” Furthermore, sporadic instances or recurrences of interest are likely to occur, especially due to the fact that during the time of interest on a given topic, new institutions, programmes, or policies may have been created that contain the possibility to have continued, albeit to a much smaller degree, aiding in discovering solutions to the issue. What is key to understand here is that any major problem that was once elevated through the previous stages of the issue-attention cycle has the potential to “sporadically recapture public interest” once in the post-problem stage. The problems that have managed to go through the cycle contain a much higher average level of attention, public effort, and general concern than those still in the pre-discovery stage. 
One of the shortcomings of the theory is that not all major social problems go through these stages of “issue-attention cycle”. That is to say that not all major social problem go through this “issue-attention cycle.” This is because some majority of persons in society may not be suffering from the problem nearly as much as some minority. Notwithstanding, despite its shortcoming, it is still relevant to this study. 
On the other hand, Framing Theory, according to McQuail (2005, p. 555), is a philosophical postulation that explains “the way in which news content is typically shaped and contextualized by journalists.” Therefore, Framing Theory can be applied at both macro-level and a micro-level construct. The macro refers to the frame building and presentation of schemas which serve like a window through which readers can view issues such as the arms scandal. Entman (1993, p. 52) further said that Framing Theory is talking about selecting “some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way to promote a particular problem definition (regional, cultural or social), causal interpretation, moral evaluation or treatment recommendation for the item described.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Concisely, the focus here is on media framing of kidnapping cases in the Nigerian newspapers, which might contribute to regional, religious, cultural and social stereotype. Framing theory also takes salience into consideration. Salience is the act of making information more prominent, noticeable, meaningful or memorable in order to enhance the probability that the receivers of a message and process it and remember it (Entman, 1993). Frames “introduce or raise salience or apparent importance of certain ideas, activating schemas that encourage target audiences to think, feel, and decide in a particular way.” The nexus between these theories and the study is that, issue-attention cycle theory contains crucial insight into what is currently happening with public opinion about kidnapping in Nigeria today. Therefore, the issue-attention cycle as presented by Downs contains many practical uses within the understanding of public opinion and environmentalism. 
Over long periods of time, kidnapping in Nigeria has potentially pique and drop on multiple occasions, with the media playing an influential role in exactly where and when this occurs. Thus, the theory holds a vital position in the understanding of how the press covered and report kidnapping cases in Nigeria. As such, media frames can also aid in changing the perception of the society on the coverage and reportage of kidnapping cases in Nigeria. The theory serves the research goal in the context of understanding the type of issue that attracts prominence by the press from August to October 2020. This is because ‘Issue Attention Cycle Theory and Framing Theory’ interrogate how the press tend to pay attention or frame stories that affect the society in the public domain and how attention is been shifted to such issues like the kidnapping cases in Nigeria.
Media Dependency Theory 
Media dependency theory was proposed by Sandra Ball Rokeach and Melvin Defleaur in 1976. The theory is grounded in classical sociological literature positing that media and their audiences should be studied, in the context of larger social systems (Asemah, Nwammuo & Nkwam-Uwaoma, 2017). The theory states that the more dependent an individual is on the media for having his needs fulfilled, the more important the media will be to that person. According to LittleJohn (2002), people will become more dependent on media that meet a number of their needs than on media that provide only a few ones. If a person finds a medium that provides him with several functions that are central to his desires, he will be more inclined to continue to use that particular medium in the future. Thus, if the newspaper satisfies more of an individual needs than other mass communication channels like television, radio, magazine, internet, etc, the individual is likely to depend on it than these other media. 
The import of this theory to this study is that the public are vulnerable to depending on media that meet a number of their needs like the newspapers for instance. People are more tuned or attach to newspaper or other media that fulfill their normative needs. In relation to this, these media must therefore increase their intensity of reportage on security matters so as to sustain the public to the media. The more alternatives open for readers or viewers, the lesser they become dependent on the media. The forgoing therefore implies that for the print media to stay relevant, they must ensure they keep the public abreast of any information on kidnapping otherwise the public may turn to other means of mass communication to satisfy their needs.
Empirical Review
Nigeria has continued to witness increased cases of violent crimes such as armed robbery, kidnapping and abduction, banditry, assassinations, militancy and terrorism despite the government efforts in tackling insecurity. Kidnapping is a criminal offense consisting of the unlawful taking and carrying away of a person either by force or fraud. It is also referred to as the unlawful seizure and detention of a person against his will. It is also the abduction and captivity of a person, typically to obtain a ransom. Kidnapping is one of major problem of insecurity in Nigeria. Kidnapping by bandits and insurgents is among the biggest organized or mob crime in Nigeria which poses as a threat to the national security of the state. 
Kidnapping according to Ngwama, (2014) is a security concern which is not new in Nigeria, and its ubiquity has been exacerbated by the strain on security. Furthermore, the severity of kidnapping in Nigeria is so tremendous that it has impacted almost everyone in the country. The issue of poverty, low level of education, lack of employment opportunities and the rising cost of living has contributed immensely to the increased number of kidnap cases because many have turned to kidnapping as a means of survival. 
Kidnapping is a national problem that has eaten so deep into the fabric of Nigeria (Dodo, 2010), but it takes place more in the moment of terrorism, insurgency and other forms of political violence. However, with the high rate of abduction witnessed in recent years in different part of the country, Nigeria is fast topping the list of kidnapping nations. Between 2000 and 2010, for instance, no fewer than 4000 persons were kidnapped in Nigeria, with most of them released after ransom was paid (Onuoha, 2011). Also, between 2008 and 2010, the Nigeria Police Force recorded 887 cases across the country (Action on Armed Violence, 2013). With the alarming increased cases of kidnapping of government leaders, business owners, the rich, the poor, and even students, there is need for firsthand information about kidnapping in Nigeria. 
	There is need for communication between the media and the public. Communication according to Asemah (2009), is the process of sharing information, ideas and attitudes. This means that both the sender which is the media in this context and the receiver (the public) are actively working together for common understanding. Communication is simply intended to influence one another and is an essential aspect of human life which can be the basic essence of life that it revolves around (Asemah 2009). Media here refer to not only the physical mode of communication through which information is transmitted but also refer to the varied channels such as print as well as the non-print, through which news and information are disseminated to the users. In light of this, Nwabueze, Ugochukwu, and Gebra (2014) asserted that the print media has to brace-up and carry out wider surveillance so as to bring to public notice issues that require urgent attention with a view to mobilizing development efforts in that area. Importantly, print media is one of the most cost effective ways to reach out to the public, and as a result, audiences can easily comprehend and keep up with current events. This study, therefore, is an analyses of newspaper reports on kidnapping in Nigeria.
In the study of Abba, Abbasaniel, and Msughteraniel (2021) on the "Comparative Content Analysis Of Press Coverage of Kidnapping Cases in Nigeria", they described kidnapping as a trend in the county noting that the country has been battling with diverse conflicts for more than two decades and the media are yet to report conflicts in a manner that will encourage the government and the governed to team together to tackle the problem, thereby implying that there is a possibility that the media frame news from a realists perspective. The study took a national scope in Nigeria and data were collected from the select Nigeria Newspapers- the Daily Trust and Guardian. The content analysis method was adopted by the researchers to obtain data. The aim of the research was to determine the level of frequency and prominence given to kidnapping cases in Daily Trust and Guardian newspapers and also to determine the direction of the kidnapping cases in the Daily Trust and Guardian newspapers from August to October, 2020. The findings revealed that the two newspapers under investigation reported kidnapping cases more in form of news stories. It was suggested that, considering the power of the media as the Fourth Estate of the Realm, reportage of issues should address societal problems like kidnapping. 
Adekoya, Ifidon, and Chioma (2016) examined "Newspaper Coverage of The Chibok Girls Abduction in North- East Nigeria." Adopting the content analysis research design, the researchers comparatively investigated the level of coverage accorded to the discourse on the Chibok Girls abduction by two national dailies of: the Punch, and Guardian. Through the systematic sampling technique, 30 editions were selected each from the two newspapers understudied. The study revealed that both newspapers gave prominence to the Chibok girls abduction in their coverage. The researchers therefore recommended that there is need for the media to take a relook at their journalistic ethics. 
Nwammuo, Edegoh and Asemah (2016) examined the issue of "War against Kidnapping: Use of Indigenous Communication Systems by Vigilante Groups in Anambra State, Nigeria". This study aimed at ascertaining the indigenous media forms vigilante groups use in discouraging youth from indulging in kidnapping in Anambra State. It also aimed at finding out the indigenous media forms which are easily accessible to the vigilante groups and to ascertain whether the vigilante groups would accept the combination of conventional media forms and indigenous forms in the fight against kidnapping. The mixed research design was used in the study. Ten registered vigilante groups in the state were purposely selected. Interview schedule and Questionnaire were employed in generating data for the study. 
Findings showed that vigilante groups in Anambra State made use of indigenous communication forms in the fight against kidnapping. They do this by using visit, patrol, opinion leaders, presidents of Town Unions, traditional news men, church leaders and idiophones in discouraging youths from indulging in kidnapping for ransom. It was equally discovered that vigilante groups in Anambra State would like to combine the use of cell phones and walkie-talkie with indigenous communication systems in fighting kidnapping. Findings also revealed that visits and patrols were the indigenous communication forms easily accessible to vigilante groups. The study also revealed that meager salary militates against the active work of most vigilante groups in the state. The study therefore recommended that indigenous communication systems be harnessed and strengthened so as to stop the menace of kidnapping in the state and in other South Eastern States. The above studies are related to the current one in that they all examined media coverage of kidnapping, however, the scope of the current study differed from the previous ones.
Conceptual Framework
Kidnapping is a global problem that affects countries all over the world especially countries in Africa despite the government’s efforts in addressing this problem and ensuring that the perpetrators are captured and brought to justice. Kidnapping refers to the abduction and captivity of a person, typically to obtain a ransom. Kidnapping is defined by various scholars with varying degrees of success. Firstly, Inyang and Abraham (2013, p. 532) define it as "the forcible seizure, taking away and unlawful detention of a person against his/her will. It is a common law offence and the key part is that it is an unwanted act on the part of the victim". Another definition is offered by Fage and Alabi (2017, p. 289) who conceive kidnapping as "forceful or fraudulent abduction of an individual or a group of individuals for reasons ranging from economic, political, and religious to struggle for self-determination". They however add that the forcefully or fraudulently abducted individuals are carried off as hostages for ransom purposes. This implies that while political and economic factors can instigate kidnapping, the economic reason is the most common predisposing factor of the phenomenon. 
Uzorma and Nwanegbo-Ben (2014, p. 132) also define kidnapping as the "act of seizing and detaining or carrying away of a person by unlawful force or by fraud, and often with a demand for ransom. It involves taking a person from their family forcefully without their consent with the motive of holding the person as a hostage and earning a profit from their family. 
From the foregoing, the definition of kidnapping has no one best way to describe it, but it is clear that for an act to be deemed kidnapping, it shall involve coercive movement of a victim from one place to another, detention or seizure of that person, be it a child or an adult. That is why Inyang and Abraham (2013) added that it is legally regarded as a restriction of someone else's liberty which violates the provision of freedom of movement as enshrined in the constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria, where every other law takes its cue from. 
Kidnapping can be targeted at individuals or at groups. School children have been kidnapped in groups in various parts of Nigeria. Usually, the prime targets of kidnapping for ransom are those considered to be wealthy enough to pay a fee in exchange for being freed. However in recent times, Kidnapping is now an issue that affects everyone regardless of their status in the society. The principal motives for kidnapping are to subject the victim to some form of involuntary servitude, to expose him to the commission of some further criminal act against his person, or to obtain ransom for his safe release. More recently, kidnapping for the purpose of extortion has become a tactic of political revolutionaries or terrorists seeking concessions from a government. In all countries it is considered a grave offense punishable by a long prison sentence or death.
Causes of Kidnapping in Nigeria 
Kidnapping, as a violent criminal offence, is a rather complex phenomenon that takes place in various contexts and for various reasons. Its causes and consequences are also many. Hazen and Horner (2007), observed that hostages are often taken for two primary reasons: political bargaining and economic gain. This broad classification of kidnapping explains the underlyıng factors of the problem. It is important to note that criminals involved in kidnapping for various reasons and intentions, such as for adoption, begging, illicit intercourse, marriage, prostitution, ransom, revenge, sale, selling body parts, slavery, unlawful activity, murder and for other purposes (Zenn, 2014). 
In Nigeria and many other developing countries, political factors, poverty, lack of legal/available employment opportunity among the youths all play fundamental roles in the rise of kidnapping. In line with the above, Tepperman (2006) as cited in Ibrahim & Mukhtar (2016) observed that Nigeria has a large number of adolescents living and making a living on the streets. This has been attributed to economic factors and exposure to all forms of risks. Generally there are two main kinds of kidnapping for ransom. These can be roughly categorised as "criminal kidnapping”, where the main motive is to obtain a ransom from the family or business of the victim. This category includes instances where criminals take hostages as a shield to help them escape from the scene of a crime, or use them to obtain money or valuables. The other type of kidnapping, according to Zannoni (2003), is "political kidnapping", where the foremost objective is to further the political aims of a particular political group or movement. In this case, a ransom is usually demanded to obtain money to raise fund for the group and their activities. This made the dividing line between economic and political kidnappings so blurred. In addition, religious and other political extremists use kidnapping as political weapons and as a means of financing their activities (Catlin Group, 2012). 
Economic deprivation and a sense of desperation have planted the seeds of kidnapping as a way of getting money in poor communities. It can then become a way of life, even when legal options become available (Catlin Group, 2012). The disparity between rich and poor is growing, and thanks to the internet and global media, everyone can see how the rich are living. It fuels resentment and a desire for a bigger share (Catlin Group, 2012). Ohakhire (2010) clarified that kidnapping is associated with quest for ransom, revenge and ritual. That is the dictum of kidnapping, '3rs' of kidnapping. Other researchers have also campaigned for the following reasons to be responsible for Kidnapping: poverty, unemployment, proliferation of arms and military uniforms, policy of a cashless society, moral decadence and the quest to get rich quick syndrome, corruption and poor governance, the use of hard drugs and the inequality and absence of fairness and justice in the country among many others. 
Newspaper role in Tackling Kidnapping in Nigeria
Newspapers provide information and alert us of the changes that take place around us. The newspaper has long been called the watchdog of a free society. Newspaper helps to critically analyses public issues through their editorial pages, column, feature page etc. This analysis made by media on issues that are of human interest are very vital to the society. Newspapers play crucial roles in reducing the cases of kidnapping in Nigeria. Firstly, they have an educational role, providing well-researched stories that educate and enlighten the public about the true nature of kidnapping in the country. Readers are informed about what actions to take in such situations and the safety measures they can adopt to avoid becoming victims (Ibrahim & Mukhtar, 2017). Additionally, newspapers educate the government on the necessary measures to tackle the issue effectively. 
Secondly, newspapers contribute to sensitization efforts by raising awareness about various societal issues, including kidnapping. Through their coverage, they build a consciousness among individuals about the reality of the situation, fostering a deeper understanding of the impact of kidnapping on society. Furthermore, newspapers serve as a vital source of information dissemination. In today's world, access to adequate information is crucial for making informed decisions and improving lives. Newspapers provide a wide range of information to readers regarding kidnapping, including stories on its causes, effects, and potential solutions. 
Moreover, newspapers fulfill an advocacy role by representing the voice of the oppressed and suppressed. Through their news stories, they highlight the issue of kidnapping and its widespread impact on the population. This advocacy helps raise alarm and urges the government to reinforce security measures in the country (Muobike, 2017). Newspapers emphasize that the government should pay attention to all cases of kidnapping, regardless of the victims' social status. 
Lastly, newspapers contribute to mobilization by creating a collective consciousness necessary for communities to make decisions that improve their lives. News stories in newspapers inspire individuals and groups to take decisive security measures. For example, in some parts of the country, youth have formed security teams to ensure the safety of their communities, prompted by the information and awareness provided through newspapers (Muobike, 2017).
Kidnapping for ransom 
Kidnapping for ransom, a heinous criminal act, is characterized by the abduction of individuals with the explicit intention of extorting their release. This nefarious practice not only jeopardizes the safety and security of individuals but also inflicts lasting psychological trauma, financial hardship, and, tragically, sometimes even physical harm or loss of life (Viano & Maguire, 2020). The pervasive nature of this crime poses significant challenges to law enforcement agencies and governments, undermining public trust and perpetuating a climate of fear and insecurity within affected communities. 
Furthermore, the motivations behind kidnapping for ransom are multifaceted, often driven by financial gain, political agendas, or personal vendettas (Jencks, 2019). Perpetrators may exploit vulnerabilities in security infrastructure or target individuals based on perceived wealth or social status, exacerbating the impact of this crime on society. Moreover, the globalization of communication and finance has facilitated the transnational nature of kidnapping for ransom, enabling criminal networks to operate across borders with relative impunity (Tadros, 2018). This poses unique challenges for law enforcement and necessitates international cooperation and coordination in combating this threat.
In addition to its immediate impact on victims and their families, kidnapping for ransom also has broader socio-economic and political ramifications. The prevalence of this crime can undermine investor confidence, disrupt economic activities, and erode social cohesion, ultimately impeding the development and stability of affected regions (Salehyan & Hendrix, 2018). Therefore, addressing the root causes of kidnapping for ransom requires a comprehensive approach that addresses underlying socio-economic inequalities, strengthens law enforcement capacities, and fosters international collaboration to dismantle criminal networks and hold perpetrators accountable (De Mesquita & Smith, 2019). Only through concerted efforts at the local, national, and international levels can societies effectively mitigate the threat posed by kidnapping for ransom and guarantee the safety and security of their citizens. 


Press coverage
Press coverage is a fundamental aspect of journalism, serving as a crucial mechanism for informing the public, shaping public opinion, and holding institutions and individuals accountable (Harcup & O'Neill, 2016). The selection of news stories for coverage is often influenced by editorial judgments, news values, and the perceived relevance or newsworthiness of events (Galtung & Ruge, 1965). Additionally, the framing of news stories plays a significant role in shaping how audiences interpret and understand the events or issues being reported (Entman, 1993). Framing involves selecting certain aspects of a story and emphasizing particular themes or perspectives to influence audience perceptions and reactions (Entman, 1993). For instance, news stories about kidnapping for ransom may be framed differently depending on whether the focus is on the criminal act itself, the plight of the victims, or the broader social and political implications of such incidents. 
Moreover, the presentation of information through various media channels can also impact the way news stories are perceived and understood by audiences. Different media platforms have their own conventions, formats, and audiences, which can influence the tone, style, and depth of news coverage (Tewksbury & Rittenberg, 2012). For example, newspaper articles may provide more detailed analysis and background information compared to television news segments, which tend to prioritize brevity and visual storytelling. Similarly, online platforms offer opportunities for interactive engagement and multimedia content, shaping how audiences consume and engage with news stories (Boczkowski, 2004). 
Overall, press coverage plays a crucial role in shaping public discourse, influencing public opinion, and facilitating democratic participation (Harcup & O'Neill, 2016). By examining the selection, framing, and presentation of news stories, scholars and practitioners can gain insights into the dynamics of media representation and its impact on society. Additionally, understanding the complexities of press coverage is essential for promoting media literacy, critical thinking, and informed citizenship in an increasingly mediated world (Buckingham, 2019).
2.4 Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
Media representations of kidnapping for ransom play a crucial role in shaping public perceptions and responses to this form of crime. As highlighted by Chermak and McGarrell (2017), media coverage of crime can contribute to the amplification of fear and anxiety among the public, influencing perceptions of crime severity and the efficacy of law enforcement efforts. Moreover, the framing of kidnapping incidents by the media can impact public attitudes toward victims, and perpetrators, and potential interventions to address the issue (Surette, 2015).
The media's agenda-setting function is particularly relevant in the context of crime reporting, where journalists' decisions about which stories to cover and how to frame them can shape public priorities and policy agendas (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). By focusing attention on specific kidnapping incidents or emphasizing certain aspects of these incidents, the media can influence public perceptions of the prevalence and severity of kidnapping for ransom, as well as perceptions of the effectiveness of governmental responses and law enforcement efforts.
Influence of cultural and societal factors Media representations of kidnapping for ransom are also influenced by cultural and societal factors, including prevailing norms, values, and ideologies within Nigerian society. Social constructionist perspectives emphasize that media portrayals are not objective reflections of reality but are shaped by broader cultural narratives and discourses (Surette, 2015). Therefore, the conceptual framework of this study acknowledges the role of cultural and societal factors in shaping media representations of kidnapping for ransom in Nigeria. 
The media play a pivotal role in shaping public perceptions and responses to crime through the dissemination of information, framing of narratives, and agenda-setting processes. Firstly, the media serve as primary sources of information about crime, influencing how individuals perceive the prevalence, severity, and nature of criminal activities within their communities and society at large. Through news reports, documentaries, and other forms of media content, the public receives information about crime incidents, criminal justice policies, and law enforcement efforts. Consequently, media representations of crime can significantly impact public perceptions of safety, fear of victimization, and trust in criminal justice institutions (Surette, 2015). 
Moreover, the media plays a crucial role in framing crime narratives, and shaping how audiences interpret and understand criminal events. Media framing refers to the selection of certain aspects of a story and the emphasis placed on particular themes or perspectives, influencing how audiences perceive the underlying causes, perpetrators, and victims of crime (Entman, 1993). For example, media coverage that sensationalizes violent crimes or stereotypically portrays offenders may contribute to heightened perceptions of risk and fear among the public. Conversely, media narratives that contextualize crime within broader social, economic, and political factors can foster a more nuanced understanding of criminal behavior and its root causes. 
Additionally, the media's agenda-setting function influences which crime stories receive prominence in public discourse and policymaking. Agenda-setting theory posits that the media's selection and framing of news stories can shape the issues that audiences perceive as important and worthy of attention (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). Therefore, by prioritizing certain crime incidents over others and framing them in specific ways, the media can influence public perceptions of crime priorities and shape policy agendas. For instance, extensive media coverage of high-profile crimes such as mass shootings or acts of terrorism may lead to increased public concern and calls for policy responses aimed at enhancing public safety. 
Furthermore, the media's role in shaping public perceptions and responses to crime extends beyond traditional news media to encompass digital and social media platforms. With the rise of social media, individuals have greater access to a diverse array of perspectives and sources of information about crime and criminal justice issues. However, social media platforms also present challenges in terms of the rapid spread of misinformation, the amplification of sensationalized content, and the potential for online vigilantism and moral panics (Chermak & McGarrell, 2017). As such, understanding the role of social media in shaping public perceptions of crime requires a nuanced analysis of its impact on information consumption, community engagement, and public discourse. 
In conclusion, the media exert significant influence over public perceptions and responses to crime through their role as information gatekeepers, framers of narratives, and agenda-setters. By examining media representations of crime and violence, scholars and policymakers can gain insights into the complex interplay between media discourse, public attitudes, and societal responses to criminal behavior. Moreover, promoting responsible and ethical journalism practices, fostering media literacy among audiences, and encouraging critical engagement with media representations of crime are essential steps towards fostering a more informed and constructive public discourse on crime and criminal justice issues.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter is concerned with the research methodology used in the course of this study. The following sub-headings discussed in this chapter; 
1.  Research Design
1. Population of the Study
1. Sample size and Sampling Technique
1. Methods of Data collections (Instrumentation) 
1. Method of Data Analysis
3.1 Research Design
The research design that was used for this study is the descriptive research of the survey type. This research deals with conditions that exist, practices that prevail and sometimes with how and what is or what exists in relation to some preceding events that have influenced or affected a present condition or event. Descriptive survey research will be adopted based on its appropriateness for large population sample. The survey involves the use of researcher-designed questionnaire to elicit information on effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria; a comparative study of the Punch and Daily Vanguard within the Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises 100 security personnel within Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State.
3.3 Sample size and Sampling Technique
Sampling technique is defined as a systematic process employed to select a required proportion of the target population (Daramola, 2007). A multi-stage sampling procedure will be employed to draw the sample for the study; the procedure for sample selection will involve three stages.
The first will involve the use of purposive sampling technique to select (2) Polaris bank among others within the metropolis. Frankel and Wallen (2003) asserted that purposive sampling technique enables researchers to use their personal judgment to select a sample that they believe, based on prior information, adequate knowledge of a population and specific purposes of the research to generate the data they need.
3.4 Methods of Data collections (Instrumentation) 
The instrument used for this research will be a questionnaire developed by the researcher based on established procedures in literature.
The instrument for this research will be a researcher designed questionnaire. The questionnaire has the title “effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria; a comparative study of the Punch and Daily Vanguard within the geographical scope of Kwara State (ENCKNCPDV). The questionnaire will consist of four sections A, B, C and D. Section A contained demographic data which include the respondents’ age, sex and working experience. Section B-D will contain responses that provide answers to each of the research questions. The responses options in the questionnaire will be a Likert-type mode of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD).
Data will be collected by direct administration. Firstly, permission will be gotten from the researcher’s supervisor. The instrument will be administered to the respondents and retrieved immediately after been answered by the respondents. This is to ensure hundred percent return of the instrument. The purpose of the questionnaire will be carefully explained to the respondents to avoid mistake.
3.5 Method of Data Analysis
The data collected for this study will be subjected to appropriate statistical analysis. Section A which entails the demographic data of respondents will be analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency counts and percentage, while inferential statistics of Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) will be used to test the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
This chapter is concerned with the analysis and presentation of the data collected for the study. The data collected were analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software. The descriptive statistics was employed to analyze research questions.
Analysis of Research Questions
Research question one: What is the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
Table 1: Summary of the mean ratings of the level of kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard
	S/N
	Items
	Mean
	SD
	Decision

	1
	The Punch frequently reports kidnapping cases
	3.54
	0.499
	Agreed

	2
	Kidnapping cases are a regular feature in the Daily Vanguard
	3.49
	0.514
	Agreed

	3
	Both the Punch and Daily Vanguard provide adequate coverage of kidnapping cases
	3.11
	0.326
	Agreed

	4
	The frequency of kidnapping case reports in the Punch and Daily Vanguard is satisfactory
	3.39
	0.515
	Agreed

	5
	I am satisfied with the number of kidnapping cases reported in the Punch and Daily Vanguard
	3.53
	0.506
	Agreed

	
	Grand Mean
	3.41
	0.472
	Agreed


Key
< 2.50 = Disagreed
> 2.50 = Agreed

Table 1 shows the summary of the mean ratings of the level of security operatives within the metropolis on the frequency given to kidnapping cases in Ilorin Metropolis. The data reveals that security operatives generally have a high level of awareness regarding kidnapping cases. The mean scores for all items exceed 3.0, indicating strong agreement on awareness and understanding. 
Research question two: What is the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
Table 2: Summary of the mean ratings of the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard
	S/N
	Items
	Mean
	SD
	Decision

	1
	Kidnapping cases are often featured on the front page of the Punch
	3.22
	0.444
	Agreed

	2
	The Daily Vanguard gives sufficient prominence to kidnapping cases in its headlines
	3.57
	0.522
	Agreed

	3
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard allocate adequate space to kidnapping case reports
	3.11
	0.333
	Agreed

	4
	Kidnapping cases are frequently discussed in editorials and opinion pieces in the Punch and Daily Vanguard
	3.55
	0.524
	Agreed

	5
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard provide in-depth analysis of kidnapping cases
	3.39
	0.559
	Agreed

	
	Grand Mean
	3.37
	0.476
	Agreed


Key
< 2.50 = Disagreed
> 2.50 = Agreed
Table 2 shows that undergraduate students generally exhibit a positive attitude toward kidnapping cases within the Metropolis, with all item means above the 2.50 threshold. The highest rated item (M = 3.57) indicates that security operatives acknowledge risk impact on the society at large, reflecting thoughtful engagement with evolving solution methods.  Security operatives also express trust in the people by feeding them with necessary information. However, their attitudes are shaped by various influencing factors that may include access, understanding, and perceived relevance.
Research question three: What is the direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard?
[bookmark: _Hlk201173819]Table 3: Summary of the mean ratings of the direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard
	S/N
	Items
	Mean
	SD
	Decision

	1
	The Punch presents a balanced view of kidnapping cases
	3.12
	0.334
	Agreed

	2
	The Daily Vanguard tends to sensationalize kidnapping cases
	3.85
	0.383
	Agreed

	3
	Both the Punch and Daily Vanguard provide a neutral perspective on kidnapping cases
	3.05
	0.346
	Agreed

	4
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard often take a critical stance on the government's handling of kidnapping cases
	3.51
	0.507
	Agreed

	5
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard provide a sympathetic perspective on the victims of kidnapping cases
	3.40
	0.536
	Agreed

	
	Grand Mean
	3.39
	0.421
	Agreed


Key
< 2.50 = Disagreed
> 2.50 = Agreed
Table 3 indicates that security operatives actively integrate and use different strategies for different purposes, as reflected by the high grand mean of 3.39.  Security operatives agree that there are frequently used across diverse operatives’ contexts. The highest mean (3.85) shows strong belief in newspaper effectiveness for supporting tasks carried out by security operatives in problem-solving.  Security operatives also acknowledged the challenges they face, including access and usability. 
TESTING HYPOTHESES
[bookmark: _Toc173055262]Hypothesis one: There is no significant relationship between the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard. 
	Source
	N
	Mean 
	Sd
	df
	Cal. t-value
	Calp-value 
	Decision 

	Punch
	
	28.15
	4.72
	
	
	
	

	
	100
	
	
	98
	.28
	.003
	Rejected 

	Daily Vanguard
	
	28.77
	7.01
	
	
	
	


Source: Field study, 2025

Table 4 showed the calculated t-value was .28 while its calculated significance value is .003, of df 98 at alpha level of 0.05. On this basis, null hypothesis two was therefore rejected. This means that there was no significant difference between the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard. The reason was that the calculated significance value (.003) was less than 0.05 alpha level (.003 > 0.05). 

Hypothesis Two: There is no significant relationship between the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard based on gender.
	Religion 
	No
	Mean
	SD
	df
	Cal .t-value
	Crit.
t-value
	P-value

	Christianity 

Islam
	
100

	20.69

21.83
	20.12

21.79
	
98
	
1.29
	
1.96
	
0.19



As shown on Table 5, the calculated t-value was 1.29 while the critical t-value is 1.29 ( 0.19 > 0.05 level of significance). Since the calculated t-value is less than the critical value, the null hypothesis was not rejected. This means that there is no significant between the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard based on gender.
Hypothesis Three: There is no significant difference in direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard gender.
	Gender
	N
	Mean
X
	SD
	r-value
calculated
	Df
	r-critical

	Remark

	Male  
	
	16.65
	3.67

	
	

	
	

Rejected

	
	100
	
	
	0.72
	98
	0.11
	

	Female                       
	

	20.94
	6.51
	
	
	
	


Source: Field study, 2025

Table 6 showed the calculated t-value was .72 while its calculated significance value is .11, of df 98 at alpha level of 0.05. On this basis, null hypothesis three was therefore rejected. This means that there was no significant difference in There is no significant difference in direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard gender. The reason was that the calculated significance value (.11) was less than 0.05 alpha level (.011 > 0.05). 
 Discussion of findings
Findings from research question one shows the summary of the mean ratings of the level of security operatives within the metropolis on the frequency given to kidnapping cases in Ilorin Metropolis. The data reveals that security operatives generally have a high level of awareness regarding kidnapping cases. The mean scores for all items exceed 3.0, indicating strong agreement on awareness and understanding. 
Findings from research question two shows that undergraduate students generally exhibit a positive attitude toward kidnapping cases within the Metropolis, with all item means above the 2.50 threshold. The highest rated item (M = 3.57) indicates that security operatives acknowledge risk impact on the society at large, reflecting thoughtful engagement with evolving solution methods.  Security operatives also express trust in the people by feeding them with necessary information. However, their attitudes are shaped by various influencing factors that may include access, understanding, and perceived relevance.
Findings from research question three indicates that security operatives actively integrate and use different strategies for different purposes, as reflected by the high grand mean of 3.39.  Security operatives agree that there are frequently used across diverse operatives’ contexts. The highest mean (3.85) shows strong belief in newspaper effectiveness for supporting tasks carried out by security operatives in problem-solving.  Security operatives also acknowledged the challenges they face, including access and usability.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
This chapter is concerned with the summary of study, summary of findings based on the results of the analysis. Also, conclusions and recommendations were made with respect to the findings.
Summary of Study
Findings from research question one shows the summary of the mean ratings of the level of security operatives within the metropolis on the frequency given to kidnapping cases in Ilorin Metropolis. The data reveals that security operatives generally have a high level of awareness regarding kidnapping cases. The mean scores for all items exceed 3.0, indicating strong agreement on awareness and understanding. 
Findings from research question two shows that undergraduate students generally exhibit a positive attitude toward kidnapping cases within the Metropolis, with all item means above the 2.50 threshold. The highest rated item (M = 3.57) indicates that security operatives acknowledge risk impact on the society at large, reflecting thoughtful engagement with evolving solution methods.  Security operatives also express trust in the people by feeding them with necessary information. However, their attitudes are shaped by various influencing factors that may include access, understanding, and perceived relevance.
Findings from research question three indicates that security operatives actively integrate and use different strategies for different purposes, as reflected by the high grand mean of 3.39.  Security operatives agree that there are frequently used across diverse operatives’ contexts. The highest mean (3.85) shows strong belief in newspaper effectiveness for supporting tasks carried out by security operatives in problem-solving.  Security operatives also acknowledged the challenges they face, including access and usability.
Summary of findings
1. Findings revealed that there is no significant relationship between the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard.
1. Findings revealed that here is no significant relationship between the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard based on gender.
1. Findings revealed that there is no significant difference in direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard.
Conclusion
The findings suggest that security operatives possess a substantial level of protection regarding kidnapping and reportion. While they understand the concept and risk of kidnapping, there's still a need to deepen their practical familiarity with specific tools and platforms to maximize high level of protection outcomes for the citizen. The findings conclude that security operatives are open and receptive to using report in performing their job. Their trust in security operatives, coupled with ethical reporters, makes them well-positioned for responsible technology adoption in reducing level of kidnaping in Metropolis. The findings confirm that security operatives are well-integrated in their activities, with society leveraging it for a variety of tasks. However, barriers to effective usage still exist.
Recommendations
1. government should conduct workshops and seminars on current security operative within the Metropolis in order for to be at best in their job. 
1. Government should educate its citizen on ethical issues like data privacy, algorithmic bias, and informed consent.


INSTITUTE OF FINANCE AND MANAGEMENT STUDIES (IFMS).,
DEPARTMENT BANKING AND FINANCE,
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN.
 “AN ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF KIDNAPPING IN NIGERIA COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE PUNCH AND DAILY VANGUARD (AENCKNCSPDV)”
Dear Sir/Ma,	
I am an undergraduate student of the above-named institution. This questionnaire has been designed to gather information impact of radio on an assessment of the effectiveness of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria. Your adequate response to the questions or statement will help in providing useful guide for this study. Please assist in filling the questionnaire by responding as accurately as possible to each statement. Your responses will be used for research purpose only.
								Yours faithfully,
						      
SECTION A: Personal Bio-data
Instruction: Please, put a tick (√) in the box provided in front of each item as appropriate to you.
1. Gender:  Male (  ), Female (   )
1. Religion: Christianity (   ), Islam (  )
SECTION B: What is the level of frequency given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
Instruction: Please, put a tick (√) where appropriate
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	The Punch frequently reports kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	2
	Kidnapping cases are a regular feature in the Daily Vanguard
	
	
	
	

	3
	Both the Punch and Daily Vanguard provide adequate coverage of kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	4
	The frequency of kidnapping case reports in the Punch and Daily Vanguard is satisfactory
	
	
	
	

	5
	I am satisfied with the number of kidnapping cases reported in the Punch and Daily Vanguard
	
	
	
	



SECTION C: What is the level of prominence given to kidnapping cases in Punch and Daily Vanguard?
Instruction: Please, put a tick (√) where appropriate 

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Kidnapping cases are often featured on the front page of the Punch
	
	
	
	

	2
	The Daily Vanguard gives sufficient prominence to kidnapping cases in its headlines
	
	
	
	

	3
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard allocate adequate space to kidnapping case reports
	
	
	
	

	4
	Kidnapping cases are frequently discussed in editorials and opinion pieces in the Punch and Daily Vanguard
	
	
	
	

	5
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard provide in-depth analysis of kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	



SECTION D: What is the direction of the kidnapping cases Punch and Daily Vanguard?
Instruction: Please, put a tick (√) where appropriate 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	The Punch presents a balanced view of kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	2
	The Daily Vanguard tends to sensationalize kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	3
	Both the Punch and Daily Vanguard provide a neutral perspective on kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	4
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard often take a critical stance on the government's handling of kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	

	5
	The Punch and Daily Vanguard provide a sympathetic perspective on the victims of kidnapping cases
	
	
	
	




