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Abstract
This study explores the availability of tourist activities centered on cultural artifacts in Offa Local Government Area of Kwara State, Nigeria. The research aims to assess the types of cultural artifacts present, examine the extent of tourist activities surrounding these artifacts, identify their potential for tourism development, investigate challenges limiting their patronage, and propose strategies for enhancing tourism around them. Utilizing a descriptive survey design, data were collected through structured questionnaires administered to selected residents, stakeholders, and cultural custodians within the community. Findings reveal that Offa is rich in diverse cultural artifacts, including royal regalia, indigenous artworks, ancient architecture, and historical monuments, all of which are significantly recognized by the local population. Tourist activities such as palace visits, festival attendance, and viewing of local arts and crafts are actively practiced. The study further highlights the cultural, economic, historical, and aesthetic potentials of these artifacts in driving tourism development. However, challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, poor documentation, low government support, and lack of awareness among locals were identified as major barriers. Respondents strongly supported various strategies for improvement, including infrastructure development, public awareness campaigns, digital promotion, policy implementation, and the establishment of museums and cultural centers. The study concludes that with coordinated efforts and strategic interventions, Offa’s cultural artifacts can be effectively leveraged to promote sustainable cultural tourism and boost local development.






Chapter One
1.0 Introduction
1.1 Background to the Study
Cultural artifacts are an essential part of a community's heritage, providing a window into its history, traditions, and values (Wikipedia, 2025). Offa, a prominent town in Kwara State, is known for its deep-rooted cultural heritage and rich history. Importantly, theOloffa's palace houses several cultural artifacts, including ancient relics, traditional regalia, art pieces, and monuments that reflect the identity and traditions of the Offa people (Adegboye, 2017).
Okabueze, Ndoku and Godswill (2016) define Artifacts in a culture are items that contains vital information about the people and the culture they relates to or for which they were used. Cultural artifacts may be economic, political, religious, or social so long as they are representative of that society. Artefacts are arts which represent the cultural identity of a group of people; they are often time-linked with the history and culture of any nation and are part of its cultural heritage.
Cultural artifacts serve as vital expressions of a people’s heritage, beliefs, and identity. These tangible elements—ranging from royal regalia and indigenous artworks to ancient architecture and historical monuments—not only reflect the historical and cultural evolution of a community but also offer significant potential for tourism development. In recent decades, cultural tourism has gained prominence globally as travelers increasingly seek meaningful and authentic experiences that connect them with local cultures, traditions, and histories. (O'Sullivan and Jackson, 2018).
Nigeria, with its rich cultural diversity and history, possesses numerous cultural resources that can be harnessed for tourism development. However, the promotion and utilization of these cultural assets vary across different regions. Offa Local Government Area in Kwara State is one such location that boasts a wealth of cultural heritage, embedded in its traditional institutions, artistic expressions, historical landmarks, and community practices. Despite the richness of its cultural artifacts, Offa's potential as a cultural tourism destination remains underexplored and underutilized (Onwuekwe, 2015)
Richard (2016) emphasis that tourist activities around cultural artifacts—such as visits to palaces, participation in cultural festivals, viewing of arts and crafts, and exploration of historical sites—play a pivotal role in promoting local economies, preserving cultural heritage, and fostering community pride. However, these activities can only thrive in an environment where awareness, infrastructure, policy support, and strategic promotion are adequately provided.
This study is therefore undertaken to explore the availability and nature of tourist activities associated with cultural artifacts in Offa Local Government. It seeks to examine the types of artifacts that exist, assess how they are being utilized for tourism, evaluate their potentials for tourism development, identify existing challenges, and propose effective strategies to enhance tourism engagement in the area. By addressing these aspects, the research aims to contribute to the growing body of knowledge on cultural tourism in Nigeria and provide practical insights for stakeholders in cultural heritage preservation and tourism planning.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
While Offa is historically and culturally significant, its cultural artifacts have not been adequately tapped for tourism. The lack of awareness, infrastructure, and governmental support has hindered the growth of cultural tourism in the region. This study addresses the gap by exploring the availability and potential of tourist activities based on these cultural assets.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
1. To identify the cultural artifacts in Offa Local Government.
2. To assess the potential of cultural artifacts in Offa for tourism development.
3. To examine the current tourist activities available around these artifacts.
4. To evaluate the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa.
5. To recommend strategies for enhancing the tourism potential of cultural artifacts in the area.
1.4 Research Questions
1. What are the cultural artifacts in Offa?
2. Whatare the potentials of the cultural artifacts for tourism development?
3. What are the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts in Offa?
4.  What are the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa?
5. What are the strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts in Offa?
1.5 Significance of the Study
The findings will help policymakers, tourism developers, and local stakeholders understand the untapped potential in Offa’s cultural heritage and how it can be transformed into a viable tourism sector.
1.6 Scope of the Study
This research focuses exclusively on cultural artifacts within Offa Local Government and the extent to which these resources support tourism activities.
1.7 Operational Definition of Terms
Explore: To explore means to examine or search into something in order to gain a deeper understanding or knowledge of it. To explore means to look at something carefully to learn more about it. It can involve traveling, studying, or observing something in detail to understand it better.
Tourist: A tourist is a person who travels to and stays in a place outside their usual environment for leisure, business, or other purposes for a period of time. A tourist is a person who travels to a place away from their home, usually for fun, relaxation, or learning. Tourists visit new places to see interesting things, experience different cultures, enjoy nature, attend events, or learn about history.
Cultural: Cultural refers to the customs, traditions, values, and practices of a particular group or society. The word cultural relates to the ideas, customs, beliefs, traditions, arts, and social behavior of a particular group of people or society. It reflects how people live, what they value, how they express themselves, and how they pass on knowledge and identity from one generation to another.
Artifact: An artifact is an object made or used by humans, often of historical, cultural, or scientific interest. Artifacts are physical objects created or used by the people that reflect their culture, history, beliefs, and daily life. These artifacts are important elements of cultural identity and play a significant role in tourism, education, and cultural preservation.













Chapter Two
Review of Related Literature
2.0 Introduction
Maintaining Nigeria’s cultural legacy is essential to eco-friendly travel. This entails defending historical locations, objects, and customs against deterioration and contemporary intrusion. To ensure that indigenous languages, crafts, and folklore are passed down to future generations, efforts should be undertaken to document and promote them (Ndoku, 2019)
Artifacts in a culture are items that contains vital information about the people and the culture they relates to or for which they were used. Cultural artifacts may be economic, political, religious, or social so long as they are representative of that society. Artefacts are arts which represent the cultural identity of a group of people; they are often time-linked with the history and culture of any nation and are part of its cultural heritage (Okabueze, Ndoku and Godswill, 2016)
Artifacts represent a culture and a history of a people. Just as language and dance depict different cultures, so do artifacts depict the group of people it represents as well as those who made and used them, and this is important in national identity.
Ndoku (2019) and Olatunbosun (2022) explain that artifacts such as an archaeological item, a tool or a vessel are man-made objects which reveal valuable information about the society that made or used it. An artefact reminds us of our great march from history into posterity. It describes the identity, culture and heritage of a particular people. Anything that evidences the social, political, economic or religious organisation of the people to whom it belongs is qualified as an artifact. Thus, an artefact may be defined as an object that has been intentionally made for some purpose Olatunbosun (2022).
Wikipedia (2025) defines cultural artifact is anything created by humans which gives information about the culture of its creator and users. It encompasses objects from archaeological sites, modern society, and social artifacts, offering insights into technological processes, economic development, and social structures. A cultural artifact is an object, material or non-material, created or used by humans that provides insight into the culture of its creator and users. Cultural artifacts helps to highlight and understand human history, culture, and innovation.
2.1 CulturalArtifactsinKwaraState
KwaraState,locatedintheNorth-CentralregionofNigeria,isrichinculturalheritage,history,andtradition.HometoadiversemixofethnicgroupssuchastheYoruba,Nupe,Baruba,andFulani,thestateboastsawealthofculturalartifactsthatreflectitsuniqueidentity.Theseartifactsaretangiblerepresentationsofthepeople’swayoflife,beliefs,socialsystems,andhistoricalexperiences.Theyarefoundinvariousformsincludingtools,textiles,sculptures,ceremonialitems,andarchitecturalstructures(Wikipedia,2025).
Wikipedia (2025) categorise Cultural ArtifactsinKwaraState into the following;
1.TraditionalToolsandImplements
Traditionaltoolsusedinfarming,hunting,fishing,andblacksmithingarecommoninmanycommunitiesacrossKwara.Thesetools,suchashoes,axes,traps,andcutlasses,reflecttheagriculturallifestyleofthepeopleandtheirinnovationinusinglocalmaterialsforsurvival.
Blacksmithingtoolsandcraftedironobjects,especiallyfromregionslikeOffaandOmu-Aran,symbolizethetechnologicalskillsofancientKwarasocieties.
2.TextilesandCostumes
Handwovenfabricssuchasaso-oke,tie-and-dye(adire),andembroideredmaterialsaresignificantculturalartifactsinthestate.Thesetextilesareusedforspecialoccasions,traditionalceremonies,androyalfunctions.
Traditionalattireslikeagbada,iroandbuba,anddanshikiarewornduringfestivalsandsymbolizeidentity,status,andheritage.
3.ArtworksandSculptures
Carvings,claypots,andbeadworkareintegralpartsofKwara’smaterialculture.Theseitemsoftenservebothdecorativeandspiritualpurposes.
Woodenmasksandfiguresusedintraditionalfestivalsandritualsarepreservedinroyalpalacesandculturalcenters,especiallyintownslikeIlorin,Shao,andIlesha-Baruba.
4.RoyalRegaliaandCeremonialObjects
Crowns,staffsofoffice,beads,andceremonialswordsaretreasuredartifactsinKwara’straditionalleadershipinstitutions.Theseitemsaresymbolsofauthorityandareoftenhandeddownfromgenerationtogeneration.TheroyalregaliaoftheEmirofIlorinandtraditionalrulersliketheOlofaofOffaandtheOlupakoofShareareimportantculturalheritageitems.
6.SacredandReligiousArtifacts
Itemsusedintraditionalreligiouspracticessuchasshrines,divinationtools,andritualobjectsarefoundacrossmanyKwaracommunities.Theseartifactsservespiritualfunctionsandareoftenassociatedwithgods,ancestors,ornaturalforces.
7.ArchitecturalArtifacts
Traditionalbuildings,includingpalaces,mosques,andshrines,arethemselvesculturalartifacts.TheancientCentralMosqueinIlorinandtraditionalmudhousesinBarutenandEduLGAsshowcaseindigenousarchitecturalstylesandbuildingtechniques.
2.2 ImportanceofCulturalArtifactsinKwaraState
1.HistoricalDocumentation:ArtifactsprovideinsightintothehistoryandevolutionofKwara’scommunities,preservingknowledgethatpredateswrittenrecords.
2.CulturalIdentity:Theyfosterasenseofidentityandprideamongthepeoplebyhighlightingtheiruniquetraditionsandachievements.
3.TourismandEconomicValue:Culturalartifactsattracttourists,researchers,andscholars.MuseumsandculturalfestivalsinKwara,suchastheAwonMassWeddingFestivalinShao,benefitfromthepresenceoftheseartifacts.
4.EducationandResearch:ArtifactsserveaseducationaltoolsthathelpstudentsandresearchersunderstandthepastandpresentofKwarasociety.
2.3 Significance of Cultural Artifacts
Cultural artifacts hold great importance in understanding human history, culture, and innovation. They provide insights into technological wdvancements in respect to development of tools and techniques over time, trade and interaction which is evidence of exchange with other cultures, aspect of social structure with insights into the organization of society, roles, and status and everyday life which gives clues to daily activities and routines of people (Ndoku, 2019 and Olatunbosun, 2022)
Murphy, Roothman & Hue (2021) expatiate that studying cultural artifacts, researchers gain a deeper understanding of past societies and their unique cultural identities. The analysis of artifacts involves a systematic approach, including identification, contextual analysis, material analysis, functional analysis, and interpretation. This methodology helps researchers draw connections between the artifact and its cultural context.
Cultural artifacts, whether ancient or current, have a significance because they offer an insight into: technological processes, economic development and social structure, among other attributes (Murphy, Roothman & Hue, 2021)
2.4 Types of Tourist Activities on Cultural Artifacts
Cultural artifacts are tangible objects that hold historical, artistic, or cultural significance to a particular group of people. These items offer valuable insights into the practices, beliefs, and daily life of a society (Olatunbosun, 2022). They can range from tools and clothing to artworks and religious symbols. Understanding the different types of cultural artifacts helps in appreciating the diverse cultural expressions across the world.
This project explores various types of cultural artifacts and their importance in preserving history and identity.

1. Archaeological Artifacts
Fagan (2016) describe arhaeological artifacts as objects unearthed through excavations and archaeological studies. These items often date back to ancient civilizations and provide crucial information about the lives of past societies. Examples of archaeological artifacts include:
1. Pottery: Ancient pottery, such as Greek vases or Roman amphorae, can reveal information about the art, trade, and daily life of past societies.
2. Tools and Weapons: Stone tools, weapons, and other implements are essential for understanding the technological advancements of early human societies.
3. Jewelry and Personal Items: Jewelry, such as rings and necklaces, can provide insight into the cultural significance of adornment and social status.
2. Artistic Artifacts
According to Clark (2019), Artistic artifacts encompass objects created for aesthetic purposes, including paintings, sculptures, and carvings. These items often reflect the values, beliefs, and creative expressions of a culture. Examples of artistic artifacts include:
1. Paintings: Renaissance paintings, like Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa, represent the intellectual and cultural awakening of the time.
2. Sculptures: Statues such as the Greek Venus de Milo or Michelangelo's David are masterpieces that have shaped the understanding of human form and artistic expression.
3. Textiles: Fabrics and clothing designs, including Aso Oke, Adire,  African kente cloth or Japanese kimono, often carry deep cultural meanings tied to heritage and identity.
3. Ethnographic Artifacts
Ethnographic artifacts are items that reflect the daily lives, customs, and traditions of specific ethnic or indigenous groups. These artifacts help preserve cultural identities and serve as tools for understanding the traditions of different communities(Steward, 2015). Examples include:
1. Masks: Traditional masks used in African and Native American cultures for ceremonial purposes.
2 Clothing and Textiles: Traditional garments, such as the Inuit’s fur-lined clothing or the colorful costumes of Mexican festivals, represent cultural values and adaptation to the environment.
3 Housing Structures: Traditional dwellings, such as igloos or adobe houses, are considered artifacts that showcase the relationship between people and their environment.
4.  Historical Artifacts
Davies (2016), describe Historical artifacts as items that relate directly to a particular period or event in history. These objects serve as tangible connections to the past, helping to tell the stories of significant moments in time. Examples of historical artifacts include:
1. Documents and Manuscripts: Ancient manuscripts or documents, such as the Magna Carta or the Declaration of Independence, provide primary sources for understanding historical events.
2. Flags and Symbols: National flags or military insignias symbolize the identity of a nation or group, often associated with important historical moments.
3. Coins and Currency: Historical coins, such as Roman denarii or early American dollars, offer insight into the economy, trade, and political systems of the time.
Cultural artifacts play a pivotal role in preserving the history, identity, and traditions of societies across the globe. Whether archaeological, artistic, ethnographic, historical, these objects provide invaluable insights into the diverse ways in which human beings have lived, thought, and interacted with the world around them (Ndoku, 2019).

2.5 Impact of Tourist Activities on Cultural Artifact
Tourism plays a significant role in promoting cultural heritage and facilitating global understanding, but it also has profound impacts—both positive and negative—on cultural artifacts. Cultural artifacts, which include traditional crafts, ancient tools, artworks, monuments, and other historical items, serve as tangible expressions of a people’s history, identity, and values (Clark, 2019)
These artifacts often attract tourists who are eager to explore and learn about diverse cultures.
2.5.1 Positive Impacts of Tourist Activities on Cultural Artifacts
Olatunbosun (2022) explain positive impact as the beneficial effects or outcomes that result from an action, event, program, or phenomenon. These impacts can affect individuals, communities, environments, economies, and societies at large. They contribute to progress, well-being, and overall development. He highlighted the following impact;
1. Preservation and Conservation Efforts
One of the major benefits of tourism is the increased attention and funding it can bring to the preservation of cultural artifacts. Revenue generated from tourism activities is often used to restore, maintain, and conserve heritage sites and artifacts. This financial support is crucial for countries or communities with limited resources.
2. Promotion of Cultural Awareness
Tourism encourages the documentation and showcasing of cultural artifacts, thereby enhancing awareness and appreciation of indigenous cultures. As tourists seek authentic experiences, communities are motivated to showcase their heritage, reviving traditional practices and crafts that might otherwise have been forgotten.
3. Economic Empowerment
Cultural tourism can provide economic benefits to local communities by creating jobs related to heritage management, museum operations, handicraft production, and guided tours. Artisans, for example, often find new markets for their work through tourists, increasing their income and encouraging the continuation of traditional practices.
4. Cultural Exchange and Education
The exposure of tourists to local cultures through artifacts fosters mutual respect and understanding. This exchange can break down stereotypes and promote global peace and cooperation.
2.5.2 Negative Impacts of Tourist Activities on Cultural Artifacts
According to Olatunbosun (2022), he described negative impact as the harmful or undesirable effects that result from an action, event, or situation. These impacts can affect individuals, communities, systems, or the environment in ways that cause setbacks, harm, or deterioration.
1. Wear and Tear
Frequent handling, exposure to light, humidity changes, and overcrowding at heritage sites can cause physical damage to artifacts. Ancient structures and delicate items may deteriorate faster due to constant exposure to environmental and human pressures.
2. Commercialization and Loss of Authenticity
To meet tourist expectations, some communities may alter or mass-produce artifacts, leading to a loss of authenticity and cultural meaning. In some cases, the original spiritual or cultural significance of the artifact is diminished or lost entirely.
3. Theft and Illicit Trade
The demand for cultural artifacts among collectors can fuel illegal trade. Unscrupulous dealers might exploit tourism to smuggle rare items out of the country, depriving communities of their heritage.
4. Cultural Insensitivity and Misinterpretation
Tourists may unintentionally disrespect cultural norms related to artifacts by touching sacred objects or misrepresenting their meanings. This can lead to tension between visitors and host communities, as well as the degradation of cultural values.
2.6 Challenges to Cultural Artifact Preservation
Despite their importance, many cultural artifacts in Kwara State face threats from:
1. Neglect and lack of proper conservation facilities.
2. Urbanization and modern development that displace or damage heritage sites.
3. Theft and illicit trade of valuable items.
4. Loss of traditional knowledge and skills due to modernization and changing lifestyles.











Chapter Three
 Research Methodology
3.0 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methods and procedures used to carry out the research. It covers the research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, research instruments, method of data collection, and data analysis techniques.
3.1 Area of Study: Geography, Population, People & Culture and Tourism
3.10 Area of Study
3.1.1 Geography
Offa Local Government Area is located in the southern part of Kwara State, Nigeria. It has an pproximated coordinate 8.15°N latitude and 4.72°E longitude. It lies within the savannah region and is characterized by gently undulating land, with pockets of rivers and streams. The area is accessible via road networks connecting it to major cities such as Ilorin and Osogbo, which makes it relatively accessible for tourism development.
3.1.2 Population
Offa is one of the most populous towns in Kwara State, with a population comprising both urban and semi-urban dwellers. The area hosts a mix of civil servants, traders, artisans, and students, particularly due to the presence of tertiary institutions.
According to National Housing and Population Commission ( 2006), Offa had a population of 88,975. However, more recent estimates suggest that the population has grown significantly. For instance, projections indicate that by 2022, the population of Offa may have reached approximately 133,600 .
3.1.3 People and Culture
The people of Offa are predominantly Yoruba and are known for their rich cultural heritage, festivals, traditional governance system, and strong community identity. Cultural expressions such as festivals, local music (like dadakuada), traditional wrestling, indigenous attire, and crafts are integral to their way of life. These cultural elements form the foundation for tourism development centered on cultural artifacts.
3.1.4 Tourism
Offa, a historical and cultural town is  significant for cultural and heritage tourism. It offers unique attractions that reflect the rich traditions, history, and values of the Yoruba people—particularly the Ibolo subgroup.
1. Cultural Festivals
One of the major attractions in Offa is its vibrant cultural festivals, which serve as a magnet for tourists:
Ijakadi Festival: This is the most popular and widely celebrated festival in Offa. It features traditional wrestling matches symbolizing the town’s historical values of strength, fairness, and justice. The festival includes cultural dances, parades, music, and displays of traditional attire. It draws visitors from within and outside Nigeria and promotes cultural unity and identity.
Egungun Festival: Celebrated with colorful masquerades, drumming, and dancing, the Egungun festival honors the spirits of ancestors and showcases the spiritual and traditional heritage of the people.
2. Historical and Cultural Sites
The Olofa’s Palace: The palace of the traditional ruler (Olofa of Offa) is an important cultural landmark. It houses royal artifacts and serves as a symbol of Offa's historical governance and heritage.
Ancient Marketplaces: Offa’s traditional markets such as Owode Market offer a vibrant mix of local crafts, textiles, and foodstuffs, providing insight into the economic and social life of the people.
3. Educational Tourism
Offa is home to the Federal Polytechnic, Offa, and other notable institutions. These institutions attract students, researchers, and educational tourists, especially those interested in Yoruba culture, language, and local history.
4. Art and Handicrafts
Local artisans in Offa produce traditional crafts such as woven textiles, beads, wood carvings, and pottery. These crafts reflect the town’s rich artistic heritage and are often purchased by tourists as souvenirs.
3.2 Research Design
The research design adopted for this study is a descriptive survey design. This design allows for the collection of data from a specific population to describe the current status of tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa Local Government.
3.3 Population for the Study
The population for this study includes: Local residents of Offa (especially elders and custodians of culture), Local government tourism officials, Cultural leaders and traditional title holders, Artisans and curators of cultural artifacts, Tourists and visitors to the area
3.4 Sampling Size and Sampling Techniques
A total sample size of 250 respondents was selected for the study. Purposive sampling was used to select cultural custodians, artisans, and officials knowledgeable about cultural heritage. Random sampling was applied to select local residents and tourists to ensure a broad representation of views.
3.5 Data Collection Instrument
The primary instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire designed to collect both quantitative and qualitative data. It consisted of sections addressing: Demographic information, Awareness and availability of cultural artifacts, Existing tourist activities, Challenges and recommendation for tourism development.
In addition to the questionnaire, interviews were conducted with selected elders and cultural leaders to gain in-depth insights.
3.6 Validation of Instruments
To ensure the instrument's validity, the questionnaire and interview guide were reviewed by experts in tourism, cultural studies, and educational measurement. Suggestions were incorporated to improve clarity, relevance, and alignment with the study’s objectives.
3.7 Reliability of Instruments
The reliability of the instrument was tested using a pilot study involving 20 respondents in a neighboring communities with similar cultural traits. A Cronbach’s Alpha score of 0.79 was obtained, confirming the internal consistency and reliability of the questionnaire.
3.8 Method of Data Collection
Data collection involved field administration of the questionnaires to selected respondents and one-on-one interviews with cultural stakeholders. Visits were also made to selected cultural sites to observe existing artifacts and any ongoing tourism-related activities.
3.9 Data Analysis Techniques
The data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency tables, percentages, and mean scores to summarize respondents' views. Qualitative data from interviews were analyzed thematically to identify recurring themes related to the promotion and utilization of cultural artifacts for tourism purposes.


ChapterFour
Data Presentation and Interpretation
4.0 Introduction
This chapter is about the findings of the study "Exploring the availability of tourist activities on cultural arctifacts in offa local government". It is divided into three parts; the first part involves socio- demographic characteristics of the respondents. These include gender, age, educational qualification, marital status and religion affiliation. The second part focuses on the results of research question of the study and the last section is the discussion of research results.
The presentation of data is expressed below based on the information gotten from questionnaire and interviews.
In this present work, a total number of Two hundred and fifty (250) questionnaires were distributed. Two hundred and forty-seven (247) questionnaires were recovered from the respondents.
4.1 Demographic Attributes of Respondents
Table 4.1: Socio demographic data of respondents
	Characteristics
	Frequency
	Percentage %

	Gender
Male
Female
	
144
103
	
58.30
41.70

	Age
18 - 25
26 - 35
36 - 45
46 - 55
55 – Above
	
29
48
68
62
40
	
11.74
19.43
27.53
25.10
16.19

	Educational qualification
Primary Education
Secondary Education
ND/NCE
HND/Degree
Others
	
43
32
64
81
27
	
17.41
12.95
25.91
32.80
10.93

	Marital Status
Single
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Others
	
74
88
25
11
49
	
29.96
35.63
10.12
4.45
19.84

	Religion Affiliation
Islam
Christianity
Traditional
Others
	
101
87
34
25
	
40.89
35.22
13.77
10.12

	Total
	247
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis of the socio demographic data of respondents' sampled for the study were presented in the table above. The first in the table depict the gender of the respondents, it was shown that majority of the sampled population as represented by 144 (58.30%) are male, while 103(41.70%) are female.
The age distribution of the respondents falls within the range of active and productive age of 18-25, 26-35, 36-45, 46-55 and 56-above representing 11.74%, 19.43%, 27.53%, 25.10%, and 16.19% respectively which means all respondents (100%) are matured to understand the questions.
Educational qualification of the sampled population revealed that 43 (17.41%) respondents received primary education, 32 (12.95%) respondents received secondary education, 64 (25.91%), 81 (32.80%) and 27 (10.93%) respondents hold National Diploma (ND)/National Certificate of Education (NCE), Higher National Diploma (HND)/First Degree (B.sc) and Others Higher Certificate respectively. From the analysis, it implies the respondents have the educational qualifications to understand tourist activities and cultural artifacts.
Marital status of the respondents sampled shows that 74 (29.96%) are single, 88 (35.63%) are married. It also revealed that 25 (10.12%), 11 (4.45%) and 49 (19.84%) are divorced, widowed and others respectively. This implies that 173 (70.04%) of the respondents were matured enough and will have knowledge about cultural artifacts in Offa.
The table also revealed the religion affiliation of the respondents with 101 (40.89%) of the respondents practice Islam, 87 (35.22%) practice Christianity, 34 (13.77%) and 25 (10.12%) of the respondents are believed to be traditional religion worshippers and any other religion respectively.
4.2 Presentation of Research Objectives based on Research Questions
4.2.1 Research Question 1: What are the cultural artifacts in Offa?
Table 4.2 Respondents' views on cultural artifacts in Offa

	What are the cultural artifacts in Offa?
	SA
Freq (%)
	A
Freq (%)
	U
Freq (%)
	D
Freq (%)
	SD
Freq (%)

	Royal Regalia
	122
(49.39)
	107
(43.32
	13
(5.26)
	4
(1.62)
	1
(0.40)

	Indigenous Artwork
	152
(61.54)
	95
(38.46)
	-
	-
	-

	Ancient Architectures
	138
(55.87)
	102
(41.30)
	-
	3
(1.21)
	4
(1.62)

	Historical Monument
	144
(58.30)
	94
(38.06)
	-
	9
(3.64)
	-


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Data from table 4.2 shows that 122 (49.39%) of the respondent strongly agreed 107 (43.32%) agreed and 13 (5.26%) of the responding where undecided while 4 (4.62%) of the respondent disagree and 1 (0.40%) strongly disagreed. On the aggreft, it could be inferred from the information on the table that majority 229 (92.71%) of the respondents were of the opinion that Royal Regalia is a cultural artifact in Offa.
Result from the above table also revealed that 152 (61.54%) and 95 (38.56%) of the responding strongly agree and agreed respectively to the statement that indigenous artwork is a cultural artifact while none of the respondents strongly disagreed agreed or where on decided respectively.
Moreso, the table also revealed that 138 (55.87%) and 102 (41.30%) of the respondents strongly agreeed and agree respectively that ancient architecture is a cultural artifact while 3 (1.21%) and 4 (1.62%) respondent disagreed and struggly disagreed respectively and no one is undecided.
On whether respondent view historical monuments as a cultural artifact or not, 144 (58.30%) and 94 (38.06%) respectively strongly agreed and agreed while only 9 (3.64%) disagreed.
Hence, from the findings it could be inferred that majority of the respondents have a positive perception about cultural artifacts.
4.2.2 Research Question 2: What are the potentials of the cultural artifacts for tourisn development?
Table 4.3 Respondents' views on the potentials of cultural artifacts for tourism development
	What are the potentials of the cultural artifacts for tourisn development?
	SA
Freq
(%)
	A
Freq
(%)
	U
Freq
(%)
	D
Freq
(%)
	SD
Freq
(%)

	Cultural Values
	152
(61.54)
	95
(38.46)
	-
	-
	-

	Economic Potentials
	139
(56.54)
	108
(43.72)
	-
	-
	-

	Festival Use
	142
(57.49)
	105
(42.51)
	-
	-
	-

	Historical Significance
	239
(56.28)
	108
(43.72)
	-
	-
	-

	Aesthetic Appeal
	131
(53.03)
	116
(46.97)
	-
	-
	-


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The potentials of the cultural artifacts for tourism development in Offa are highlighted in the table 4.3 above in which the majority 152 (61.54%) and 95 (38.46%) of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed based on the statements that cultural value is one of the potentials of cultural artifacts for tourism developments. Also, none of the residents disagreed, strongly disagreed or were undecided respectively.
The table also shows that 139 (56.28%) and 108 (43.72%) strongly agreed and agreed that cultural artifacts will help enhance the local economy. Statements on cultural artifacts been used during festivals was strongly agreed and agreed with 142 (57.49%) and 105 (42.51%) of the respondents respectively.
The historical significance and aesthetic value of cultural artifacts being instrumental to tourism development were strongly agreeed and agree with 239 (56.28%) and 108 (43.72%) supporting the historical significance and 131 (53.03%) strongly agreed and 116 (46.97%) agree to the aesthetic value.
From the above findings, it could be agreed that majority of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed that there are potentials if the cultural artifacts positively affecting tourism development in the area.
4.2.3 Research Question 3: What are the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts in Offa?
Table 4.4: Respondents views on the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts
	What are the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts in Offa?
	SA
Freq
(%)
	A
Freq
(%)
	U
Freq
(%)
	D
Freq
(%)
	SD
Freq
(%)

	Visit to the palace
	147
(58.70)
	102
(41.30)
	-
	-
	-

	Attending cultural festivals
	158
(63.87)
	80
(32.39)
	9
(3.64)
	-
	-

	Viewing of local arts and crafts
	78 (31.58)
	154 (62.35)
	15 (6.07)
	-
	-


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows respondents' view on the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts. Finding indicate that 147 (58.70%) and 102 (41.30%) strongly agreet and agreed respectively that visit to the palace is one of the key tourist activities around the cultural artifacts while none of the respondent disagreed or strongly disagreed.
The table also revealed that attending cultural festivals is one of the activities around cultural artifacts in Offa had highlighted by the respondents feedback showing that 158 (63.97%) of the respondent strongly agreed and 80 (32.39%) also agreed while 9 (3.64%) of the respondents were undecided and none of the respondent disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Moresi, 78 (31.58%), 154 (62.35%) and 15 (6.07%) of the respondent strongly agreed, agreed and were undecided on been viewing of local art and crafts as one of the tourist activities available around cultural artifact.
Based on the findings above it is safe to say that there are some tourist activities around the cultural artifact in Offa.
4.2.4 Research Question 4: What are the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa?
Table 4.5: Respondents'views on the challenges limiting tourist activities
	What are the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa?
	SA
Freq
(%)

	A
Freq
(%)
	U
Freq
(%)
	D
Freq
(%)
	SD
Freq
(%)

	Inadequate infrastructure
	129
(52.23
	118
(47.77)
	-
	-
	-

	Low government investment and policy support for tourism
	132
(53.44)
	115
(46.56)
	-
	-
	-

	Poor documentation and preservation of artifacts
	139
(56.28)
	108
(43.72)
	-
	-
	-

	Lack of awareness on importance of tourist artifacts among the locals
	131
(53.03)
	116
(46.97)
	-
	-
	-

	Limited marketing and promotion of cultural artifacts
	138
(55.87)
	109
(44.13)
	-
	-
	-

	Absence of trained tour guide and tourism professionals
	127
(51.42)
	120
(48.58)
	-
	-
	-

	Weak collaboration among stakeholders
	129
(52.23)
	118
(47.77)
	-
	-
	-


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows the opinion of the respondent based on the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts. From this table, majority 129 (52.23%) and 118 (47.77%) respondents which represents 247 (100%) strongly agreed and agreed that inadequate infrastructure is a challenge.
Another identified challenge from data on the table is low government involvement and policies support for tourism 132 (53.44%) and 115 (46.56%) strongly agreed and agreed to the statement, while none disagreed and strongly disagree. Poor documentation and preservation of artifacts is another limitation that has been identified by the respondent. Majority of the respondents with 139 (56.28%) and 108 (43.72%) strongly agreed and agreed respectively.
Moreso, 131 (53.03%) and 116 (46.97%) of the respondent revealed that lack of awareness on importance of tourist artifacts among the locals is another identify limitation. Also majority 138 (55.87%) and 109 (44.13%) of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed that limited marketing and promotion of cultural artifacts is a challenge limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts.
Absence of trained tour guides and tourism professionals is another identified challenge, majority 127 (51.42%) and 120 (48.58%) strongly agreed and agreed respectively to the statement. Majority of the respondent equally strongly agreed and agreed that collaboration among stakeholders is a challenge limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts with 129 (52.23%) and 118 (47.77%) respectively.
4.2.5 Research Question 5: What are the strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts in Offa?
Table 4.6: Respondents' views on strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts
	What are the strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts in Offa?
	SA
Freq
(%)
	A
Freq
(%)
	U
Freq
(%)
	D
Freq
(%)
	SD
Freq
(%)

	Improvement of infrastructures and superstructures
	127
(51.42)
	118
(47.77)
	2
(0.81)
	-
	-

	Public awareness campaign
	134
(54.25)
	112
(45.35)
	1
(0.40)
	-
	-

	Digital documentation and virtual tours
	123
(49.80
	123
(49.80)
	1
(0.40)
	-
	-

	Partnership with NGOs and private investors
	141
(57.09)
	99
(40.08)
	7
(2.83)
	-
	-

	Government Policy implementation
	126
(51.01)
	121
(48.99)
	-
	-
	-

	Training of local guides and cultural custodians
	132
(53.44)
	115
(46.56)
	-
	-
	-

	Establishment of museum and cultural centers
	148
(59.92
	98
(39.67
	1
(0.40)
	-
	-


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Thetableaboveshowsthe views of s therespondentbasedonthe strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts. From thistable,majority127 (51.42%), 118(47.77%) and 2 (0.81%) respondents stronglyagreed, agreed and undecided that improvement of infrastructures and superstructures can enhance the tourist activities and patronage. It was also revealed that public awareness campaign can enhance tourist activities and patronage with 134 (54.25%) respondent strongly agreed, 112 (45.35%) agreed and 1 (0.40%) of respondent were undecided on the statement.
Anotheridentified strategy fromdataonthetableis digital documentation and virtual tour with 123 (49.80)and123 (49.80) strongly agreedandagreedtothestatement,while 1 (0.40%) were undecided. Partnership with NGOs and private investors  ofartifactsisanother strategy that hasbeenidentifiedbytherespondent.Majorityoftherespondentswith 141 (57.09%) and 99 (40.08%)  stronglyagreedandagreedrespectively while 7 (2.83%) were undecided.
Moreso,126 (51.01%) and 121 (48.99%) oftherespondentrevealedthat government policy implementation is another strategy that enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts. Alsomajority132 (53.44%)and115 (46.55%)oftherespondentsstronglyagreedandagreedthat training of local guides and cultural custodians can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts.
Findings also revealed that establishment of museum and cultural center will enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts,majority148 (59.92%)and 98 (39.67%) strongly agreedandagreedrespectivelytothestatement while 1 (0.40%) were undecided.
Hence, based on the findings, it could be inferred that majority of the respondents strongly agreed and agreed that there are strategies that could enhance tourist activities and improve patronage of cultural artifacts.
4.3: Discussion of Research Result
The focus of this study aimed at "Exploring the availability of tourist activities on cultural arctifacts in offa local government".
The discussion of research result is based on the objectives of the study, thus, the first objective is to identify the cultural artifacts in Offa Local Government. Respondents were asked to express their level of agreement with the presence of various cultural artifacts such as royal regalia, indigenous artwork, ancient architecture, and historical monuments.
Royal Regalia emerged as a significant cultural artifact in Offa, with 49.39% of respondents strongly agreeing and 43.32% agreeing to their existence and cultural relevance. This indicates a high level of awareness and recognition of royal symbols and emblems in the community, which are likely associated with the traditional institutions and heritage of the Offa people. Only a minimal percentage disagreed or strongly disagreed, highlighting general consensus on their cultural importance.
Indigenous Artwork received the highest level of affirmation, with 61.54% of respondents strongly agreeing and 38.46% agreeing. No respondents expressed disagreement, suggesting a unanimous acknowledgment of the presence and value of traditional artistic expressions. This points to a strong cultural identity and continuity in local craftsmanship, such as carvings, paintings, and sculptures that reflect Offa's heritage.
Ancient Architecture was also significantly recognized, with 55.87% of respondents strongly agreeing and 41.30% agreeing. The small percentage of disagreement (1.21% disagreed and 1.62% strongly disagreed) indicates a nearly unanimous view that Offa hosts important historical buildings and traditional structures, likely including palaces, shrines, and old residential designs that carry historical narratives.
Historical Monuments were similarly acknowledged, with 58.30% of respondents strongly agreeing and 38.06% agreeing to their existence. Only a marginal 3.64% disagreed. This highlights that landmarks, such as statues, commemorative plaques, and symbolic sites, are not only present but also recognized for their cultural and historical value.
In summary, the results demonstrate a strong consensus among respondents regarding the availability and cultural importance of various artifacts in Offa. The high levels of agreement across all categories reflect a well-preserved cultural heritage, which could serve as a foundation for cultural tourism development in the region.
The second objective is to assessthepotentialofculturalartifacts in Offa for tourismdevelopment, focusing on key indicators such as cultural values, economic potentials, festival relevance, historical significance, and aesthetic appeal. The responses show a remarkable level of agreement among participants, indicating widespread recognition of the artifacts’ importance across multiple dimensions.
Cultural Values ranked highly among the potentials identified, with 61.54% of respondents strongly agreeing and 38.46% agreeing that the artifacts possess significant cultural value. This unanimous affirmation suggests that the artifacts are integral to the identity and heritage of the people, making them attractive for cultural tourists interested in indigenous traditions and beliefs.
Economic Potentials also showed strong support, with 56.54% strongly agreeing and 43.72% agreeing. These findings indicate a high awareness of the possible financial benefits that can be derived from preserving and promoting cultural artifacts through tourism. Such potentials include job creation, local entrepreneurship, and community development driven by increased tourist visits.
Festival Use received similar recognition, with 57.49% strongly agreeing and 42.51% agreeing that cultural artifacts are essential in festivals and ceremonies. This implies that artifacts play a central role in traditional events, which are key attractions for tourists seeking immersive cultural experiences.
Historical Significance emerged as one of the most supported potentials, with 56.28% strongly agreeing and 43.72% agreeing. This indicates that respondents view the artifacts as vital links to the past, serving as educational tools and storytelling mediums that enrich the tourist experience while preserving history.
Aesthetic Appeal was also highly acknowledged, with 53.03% of respondents strongly agreeing and 46.97% agreeing. This suggests that the physical appearance and craftsmanship of the artifacts are visually striking and could attract tourists interested in art, design, and heritage beauty.
Overall, the data shows a unanimous agreement (0% disagreement or uncertainty) across all measured potentials, underscoring the strong belief in the role cultural artifacts can play in tourism development in Offa. This presents a viable opportunity for stakeholders to invest in heritage tourism as a means of sustainable development and cultural preservation.
Objective three aime to examine the  tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts in Offa. These activities are central to promoting cultural tourism and enhancing visitor engagement with local heritage.
Visits to the Palace emerged as a prominent activity, with 58.70% of respondents strongly agreeing and 41.30% agreeing on its availability and significance. The palace, as a symbol of traditional authority and history, offers tourists a direct connection to the cultural roots and governance system of the Offa people. The unanimous agreement among respondents (with no neutrality or disagreement recorded) shows that palace visits are widely recognized and potentially well-established as a tourist attraction.
Attending Cultural Festivals received the highest level of strong agreement, with 63.87% strongly agreeing and 32.39% agreeing, while a small fraction (3.64%) remained undecided. This indicates that cultural festivals are not only prevalent but also attract significant attention from tourists. These festivals likely serve as vibrant showcases of Offa’s music, dance, traditional attire, and rituals—offering immersive experiences for cultural tourists.
Viewing of Local Arts and Crafts was also identified as a key activity, with 62.35% of respondents agreeing and 31.58% strongly agreeing. A small percentage (6.07%) were undecided, suggesting a slightly lower level of visibility or engagement compared to the other activities. Nevertheless, the majority support highlights that local arts and crafts, including carvings, textiles, and pottery, are an essential part of the tourism experience, appealing especially to visitors interested in indigenous creativity and souvenirs.
In summary, the research reveals that Offa offers a variety of culturally rich tourist activities centered around its artifacts. These activities not only celebrate the town’s heritage but also serve as vehicles for cultural education, entertainment, and economic benefit. The high levels of agreement across all items suggest strong community awareness and potential for further development in heritage-based tourism.
Objective four toevaluatethechallengeslimitingtouristactivitiesaroundculturalartifactsinOffa. The responses reflect a unanimous agreement on several pressing issues affecting tourism development in the area.
Inadequate Infrastructure was identified as a significant barrier, with 52.23% of respondents strongly agreeing and 47.77% agreeing. This indicates that poor road networks, lack of visitor amenities, and insufficient public utilities may be impeding tourist access and comfort, thereby limiting engagement with cultural sites.
Low Government Investment and Policy Support received similarly strong feedback, with 53.44% strongly agreeing and 46.56% agreeing. The data suggests that a lack of committed funding, tourism policies, and government-backed initiatives are major hindrances to developing a robust cultural tourism sector in Offa.
Poor Documentation and Preservation of Artifacts also emerged as a major challenge. With 56.28% strongly agreeing and 43.72% agreeing, the results highlight concerns over the lack of systematic efforts to record, conserve, and protect cultural heritage. This could lead to the erosion of historical knowledge and the physical deterioration of artifacts, making them less appealing or even inaccessible to tourists.
Lack of Awareness Among Locals about the importance of tourist artifacts was also noted, with 53.03% strongly agreeing and 46.97% agreeing. This reflects a gap in community education and involvement, which is crucial for sustaining cultural tourism. Without local support and understanding, efforts to promote tourism may face resistance or indifference.
Limited Marketing and Promotion was acknowledged by 55.87% of respondents as a strong concern, with 44.13% in agreement. This indicates that Offa’s cultural assets are not being effectively advertised or showcased, reducing visibility to potential tourists and stakeholders at regional, national, and international levels.
Absence of Trained Tour Guides and Professionals was another notable challenge, with 51.42% strongly agreeing and 48.58% agreeing. The lack of skilled personnel may affect the quality of tourist experiences and limit the capacity to manage and interpret cultural heritage effectively.
Weak Collaboration Among Stakeholders also emerged as a critical issue, with 52.23% of respondents strongly agreeing and 47.77% agreeing. This suggests a lack of coordinated efforts among government bodies, community leaders, cultural custodians, and private investors in promoting and managing tourism activities.
Overall, the data reflects a unanimous agreement on the existence of multiple interrelated challenges. These findings emphasize the need for a strategic and collaborative approach involving infrastructure development, policy reform, community sensitization, professional training, and targeted promotion to fully harness the tourism potential of cultural artifacts in Offa.
Finally, the fifth objective is to recommend 
strategiesforenhancingthetourismpotentialofculturalartifactsinthearea. The results reflect strong consensus among respondents on the relevance and urgency of these strategies, with minimal to no disagreement.
Improvement of Infrastructures and Superstructures was widely supported, with 51.42% strongly agreeing and 47.77% agreeing, while only 0.81% were undecided. This shows a strong belief that upgrading roads, accommodations, utilities, and supporting facilities is essential for making cultural sites more accessible and attractive to tourists.
Public Awareness Campaigns also received high levels of endorsement, with 54.25% strongly agreeing and 45.35% agreeing. This implies that sensitizing the local population and potential visitors about the significance of cultural heritage can foster community involvement and drive tourist interest.
Digital Documentation and Virtual Tours had an even distribution, with 49.80% of respondents strongly agreeing and another 49.80% agreeing. This reflects a growing recognition of the role of technology in preserving and promoting cultural artifacts, especially for remote audiences or during off-peak tourism seasons. Only 0.40% were undecided, indicating near-universal support for digitization.
Partnership with NGOs and Private Investors was strongly agreed upon by 57.09% of respondents, while 40.08% agreed and 2.83% were undecided. This suggests that strategic collaboration with non-governmental and private sector entities can bring in needed funding, expertise, and innovation for sustainable tourism development.
Government Policy Implementation was supported by 51.01% of respondents who strongly agreed and 48.99% who agreed. This reflects a strong belief that tourism-friendly policies, regulatory support, and enforcement mechanisms are essential to achieving long-term goals in the sector.
Training of Local Guides and Cultural Custodians also received overwhelming approval, with 53.44% strongly agreeing and 46.56% agreeing. This indicates that equipping locals with the right skills and knowledge is key to enhancing tourist experience, preserving authenticity, and creating employment opportunities.
Establishment of Museums and Cultural Centers had the highest rate of strong agreement at 59.92%, with 39.67% agreeing and just 0.40% undecided. This shows that permanent structures dedicated to the display and interpretation of cultural artifacts are seen as crucial to preserving heritage and attracting tourists year-round.
In conclusion, the data indicates a highly favorable attitude toward a wide range of strategies designed to boost cultural tourism in Offa. The high levels of agreement across all items reflect a shared understanding of what needs to be done and underscore the readiness for practical steps to be taken by government, community members, and private stakeholders alike.







Chapter Five 
Summary, Conclusion and Recommendation
5.0 Summary
ThisprojectinvestigatedtheavailabilityoftouristactivitiescenteredaroundculturalartifactsinOffaLocalGovernmentAreaofKwaraState.Thestudyexaminedthetypesofculturalartifactspresentinthecity,theirhistoricalsignificance,andhowtheyarecurrentlyintegratedintothelocaltourismsector.Keyartifactsexploredincludetraditionaltools,regalia,indigenousartworks,ancientarchitecturaldesigns,andhistoricalmonumentsassociatedwithOffa’srichculturalheritage.
Datawerecollectedthroughinterviewswithlocalstakeholders,visitstoculturalsites,andareviewofexistingliterature.ThefindingsrevealedthatOffaishometonumerousvaluableculturalassetswithhistoricalandaestheticappeal.However,theintegrationoftheseartifactsintotourismactivitiesremainslimitedduetoseveralchallengessuchasinadequateinfrastructure,lowgovernmentinvestment,poordocumentation,andlackofawarenessamongbothlocalsandpotentialtourists.
Despitethesechallenges,theresearchhighlightedgrowinginterestamongyouthsandculturalenthusiastsinpreservingandpromotingOffa’sheritage.Culturalfestivalsandcommunity-driveninitiativeshaveshownpotentialinrevitalizinginterestintheseartifacts.
5.1 Conclusion
Inconclusion,OffaLocalGovernmentpossessesawealthofculturalartifactsthat,ifproperlyharnessed,couldserveasacornerstoneforculturaltourismintheregion.Theseartifactsnotonlyreflectthehistoricalandculturalidentityofthepeoplebutalsooffereconomicopportunitiesthroughtourism.However,thecurrentunderutilizationoftheseresourcespointstoaneedforstrategicplanningandinvestmentintheculturaltourismsector.Withoutdeliberateeffortstopromoteandprotecttheseartifacts,theirvaluemaybelosttotimeandneglect.

5.2 Recommendations
1. Government Support and Policy Implementation: The local and state governments should prioritize cultural tourism by formulating and implementing policies that protect cultural artifacts and promote tourism development in Offa.
2. Documentation and Preservation: Comprehensive documentation and digital archiving of cultural artifacts should be carried out to preserve their history and make them accessible to a wider audience.
3. Infrastructure Development: Improvement of roads, tourist centers, and hospitality facilities around artifact-rich sites will make them more accessible and attractive to visitors.
4. Public Awareness and Education: Campaigns and educational programs should be launched to raise awareness about the importance of cultural heritage and the role of artifacts in tourism.
5. Community Involvement: Local communities should be actively involved in the preservation and promotion of cultural artifacts through festivals, exhibitions, and local crafts.
6. Partnerships with Private Sector and NGOs: Collaborations with private investors, cultural organizations, and NGOs can bring in funding, expertise, and innovation to develop sustainable tourism around cultural artifacts.
7. Establishment of Museums and Cultural Centers: A dedicated museum or cultural center in Offa would serve as a hub for tourists and researchers, showcasing the town's rich cultural artifacts and heritage.
8.MarketingandPromotion
AtargetedmarketingcampaignshouldbedevelopedtoshowcaseOffa’sculturalrichnessusingsocialmedia,tourismexpos,travelblogs,andcollaborationswithtouroperators.
9.PolicyFrameworkandRegulation
Thereshouldbeacleartourismpolicythatprotectsculturalsites,standardizestourismpractices,andencouragessustainabledevelopmentwhilepreservingthelocalidentity.
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Appendix
Questionnaires
Department of Leisure and Tourism Management
Kwara State Polytechnic,
Ilorin, Kwara State.
Dear Sir,Ma
This questionnaires seeks information on exploring the availability of tourist activities on cultural arctifacts in Offa Local Government. Kwara State. Sir/Ma, your kind response will be appreciated.
Thank you.
Section A: Bio-Data of Respondents
Please tick (✓) the appropriate options that apply to you.
1. Gender a) Male (    ) b) Female (     )
2. Age a) 18 – 25 (      ) b) 26 – 35 (      ) c) 36 – 45 (   ) d) 46 – 55 (       )
e) 55 and Above (      )
3. Educational Qualification a)  Primary Education (      ) b) Secondary Education (     ) c)  ND/NCE (      ) d) HND/Degree (        ) e) Others (please specify): ____________________
4. Marital Status a) Single b) Married c) Divorced d) Widowed e) Others (please specify): ____________________
5. Religious Affiliation a) Islam (       ) b) Christianity (      ) c) Traditional Religion (      ) d) Others (please specify): ____________________


Section B: Exploring the availability of tourist activities on cultural arctifacts in Offa Local Government
Instruction: Pleasetick(✓) option(s) that best expreses your level of agreement with the following statements.
	Q1
	WhataretheculturalartifactsinOffa?
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1
	RoyalRegalia
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	IndigenousArtwork
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	AncientArchitectures
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	HistoricalMonument
	
	
	
	
	

	Q2
	What are the potentials of the cultural artifacts for tourisn development?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Cultural Value
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Economic Potentials
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Festival Use
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Historical Significance
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Aesthetic Appeal
	
	
	
	
	

	Q3
	What are the tourist activities available around the cultural artifacts in Offa?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Visit to the palace
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Attending cultural festival
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Viewing of local arts and crafts
	
	
	
	
	

	Q4
	What are the challenges limiting tourist activities around cultural artifacts in Offa?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Inadequate Infrastructures
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Low government investment and policy support for tourism
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Poor documentation and preservation of artifacts
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Lack of awareness on importance of tourist artifacts among the locals
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Limited marketing and promotion of cultural artifacts
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Absence of trained tour guide and tourism professionals
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Weak collaboration among stallholders
	
	
	
	
	

	Q5
	What are the strategies that can enhance tourist activities and patronage of cultural artifacts in Offa?
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Improvementofinfrastructuresandsuperstructures
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Publicawarenesscampaign
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Digitaldocumentationandvirtualtours
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	PartnershipwithNGOsandprivateinvestors
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	GovernmentPolicyimplementation
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Trainingoflocalguidesandculturalcustodians
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Establishmentofmuseumandculturalcenters
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