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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background of the Study
Corruption remains a significant impediment to sustainable development, particularly in many African countries, including Nigeria. It undermines democratic institutions, slows economic development, and contributes to governmental instability. In Nigeria, corruption is not just a systemic issue but a deeply rooted societal challenge that permeates almost every facet of public service, from the allocation of public resources to the implementation of government policies (Transparency International, 2021). Public officials, entrusted with positions of power and responsibility, are often found at the center of corrupt practices such as bribery, embezzlement, and abuse of office, thereby eroding public trust in governance.
Against this backdrop, investigative journalism has emerged as a vital tool in the fight against corruption. It is a form of journalism that goes beyond mere reporting of events to uncovering hidden truths, especially those that individuals in power may wish to conceal from the public. Investigative journalists serve as watchdogs of society, probing deep into issues of public interest, especially misconduct and abuse of power by public officials (De Burgh, 2008). Through meticulous research, undercover operations, and courageous reporting, investigative journalism seeks to expose wrongdoing, spark public discourse, and ultimately bring about accountability and reform.
In Nigeria, the role of investigative journalism has gained increased attention, especially with the advent of digital media platforms and the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act signed into law in 2011. Notable investigations such as the exposure of fuel subsidy frauds, election rigging, and budget padding have had national impacts, drawing attention to the vital role journalism plays in democratic accountability (Udomisor & Kenneth, 2013). However, while national-level investigative journalism has attracted some recognition, little attention has been paid to its effectiveness and presence at the grassroots level—particularly in local cities like Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State.
Ilorin Metropolis, like many other Nigerian cities, has witnessed cases of public sector corruption, including the mismanagement of funds, poor project implementation, and unaccounted budgets. Yet, there appears to be a lack of widespread exposure and public awareness of these cases, possibly due to limited investigative reporting at the local level. Factors such as political interference, lack of resources, safety concerns, and poor institutional support have continued to hinder local journalists from undertaking in-depth investigations into public misconduct (Akinwale, 2019). This underscores the need for a focused study on the contributions, methods, challenges, and impact of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Ilorin Metropolis.
Corruption has long been a formidable challenge in Nigeria’s political, social, and economic landscape. It is deeply entrenched in the public sector, manifesting through the misappropriation of funds, bribery, nepotism, embezzlement, and a general lack of accountability among public officials. The pervasive nature of corruption not only undermines democratic governance and the rule of law but also hinders national development and weakens public trust in government institutions (Okon, 2017). According to Transparency International (2021), Nigeria consistently ranks among the countries with high perceptions of corruption, signaling the urgency of addressing the issue through proactive and sustainable means.
Amidst this growing concern, investigative journalism has emerged as a critical instrument for promoting transparency and accountability. Unlike traditional forms of journalism that focus on routine news reporting, investigative journalism involves in-depth and often long-term investigations into issues of public concern, particularly those related to abuse of power and corruption. Investigative journalists seek to expose hidden truths, bring to light concealed activities, and ensure that powerful individuals and institutions are held accountable for their actions (De Burgh, 2008). Through their work, investigative journalists help inform the public, stimulate discourse, and trigger institutional or legal responses.
The importance of investigative journalism in tackling corruption cannot be overemphasized. In many democracies, journalists have played key roles in exposing scandals, such as the Watergate scandal in the United States and more recently, the Panama Papers, which had global ramifications. In Nigeria, notable efforts by media organizations and independent journalists have led to the exposure of several high-profile corrupt practices, including budget padding, electoral fraud, and mismanagement of public funds (Udomisor & Kenneth, 2013). These efforts have contributed to increased public awareness and, in some cases, led to the prosecution or dismissal of public officials involved.
However, while much attention is paid to the impact of investigative journalism at the national level, less is known about how it functions in sub-national contexts such as Ilorin Metropolis, the capital city of Kwara State. Ilorin is not immune to the systemic issues facing the Nigerian public sector. Allegations of project inflation, ghost workers, abandoned public infrastructure, and diversion of funds have occasionally surfaced in public discourse. Yet, these issues often go unreported or under-investigated due to a weak local media structure, lack of investigative capacity among journalists, or fear of retaliation by powerful interests.
Moreover, despite the existence of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act in Nigeria, access to official records remains limited, especially at the state and local government levels. Journalists in cities like Ilorin often face numerous obstacles, including inadequate funding, absence of institutional support, threats to personal safety, and pressure from political actors who seek to silence dissenting voices (Akinwale, 2019). These challenges have stifled the growth of investigative journalism in such areas, allowing corruption to thrive unchecked.
In recent times, however, there has been a growing interest in strengthening local journalism to better serve communities and hold local public officials accountable. Digital media platforms, citizen journalism, and training programs are slowly providing local journalists with tools and opportunities to engage in investigative reporting. Yet, the effectiveness of these efforts in Ilorin and the extent to which they influence governance outcomes remain largely unexplored.
Corruption continues to be one of the most critical challenges confronting Nigeria’s democratic development and institutional integrity. Over the years, it has become embedded in the country’s political culture, manifesting in various forms such as embezzlement, bribery, mismanagement of public funds, and nepotism, particularly among public office holders. This situation not only disrupts the smooth functioning of government institutions but also hampers economic development and reduces citizens’ trust in leadership (World Bank, 2020). While successive governments have declared their intentions to fight corruption, actual outcomes have often fallen short due to political interference, weak institutions, and lack of transparency.
Ilorin Metropolis, the capital of Kwara State, is not exempt from the national trend of corruption among public officials. Incidents of misappropriated constituency projects, diversion of funds allocated for public services, ghost worker scandals, and poorly executed government contracts have raised concerns among residents about the transparency of public office holders. However, unlike in major cities such as Lagos or Abuja where investigative media coverage is more robust, Ilorin’s local media landscape remains relatively underdeveloped in the area of investigative reporting. This gap has allowed many corrupt activities to continue unnoticed or unchallenged by the public.
Investigative journalism has long been recognized as a key mechanism for exposing such corruption and promoting accountability. Unlike routine news reporting that often focuses on daily events and press statements, investigative journalism involves uncovering hidden facts, often deliberately concealed by those in positions of power. It relies on rigorous research, access to sensitive documents, whistleblower accounts, and sometimes undercover reporting to bring truth to light. According to De Burgh (2008), investigative journalism is “the journalism of outrage, committed to uncovering injustices and abuses of power.” In societies plagued by corruption, investigative journalists play the crucial role of watchdogs who hold the powerful accountable to the people.
In Ilorin Metropolis, these challenges are even more pronounced. The limited number of media houses with capacity for investigative work, fear of government reprisal, and public apathy toward issues of corruption all contribute to a media environment that is largely reactive rather than proactive. Yet, there have been emerging efforts by some journalists and civil society organizations to strengthen accountability through community-based reporting and digital media tools. These developments raise important questions about the evolving role of investigative journalism in Ilorin and its effectiveness in combating corruption at the local level.
This study is, therefore, imperative. It aims to examine how investigative journalism functions in Ilorin Metropolis, identify the challenges journalists face, and assess the extent to which their work has led to increased awareness, policy changes, or prosecution of corrupt officials. By focusing on a specific geographic area, the study contributes to the broader understanding of how media can serve as a catalyst for change not only at the national level but also within local governance structures. It is expected that the findings will inform stakeholders—journalists, media organizations, policy makers, and civil society—on how to enhance investigative journalism practices to better serve the cause of transparency and good governance in Kwara State and beyond.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
Despite Nigeria’s long-standing battle against corruption, the menace continues to flourish, particularly among public office holders who exploit institutional weaknesses and gaps in accountability mechanisms. While anti-corruption agencies such as the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) exist, their efforts are often limited by political interference, inadequate resources, and weak judicial processes (Transparency International, 2021). As a result, corruption persists, particularly at the grassroots level, where oversight is weaker, and scrutiny from national media is rare. This persistent challenge raises critical concerns about who holds public officials accountable, especially in places like Ilorin Metropolis, where local governance structures often operate away from the limelight.
Investigative journalism, known for its role in uncovering hidden truths and exposing misconduct, offers a powerful tool to combat corruption. However, in Ilorin Metropolis, the role of investigative journalism in revealing corrupt practices among public officials appears to be limited or underutilized. Local journalists face numerous challenges ranging from lack of training in investigative techniques, fear of reprisals, financial constraints, and minimal institutional support. The Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, which was enacted to support transparency, is poorly implemented at the state and local levels, further complicating journalists' efforts to access critical information (Akinwale, 2019). Moreover, media ownership and political patronage often compromise editorial independence, making it difficult for journalists to report freely on powerful individuals who engage in corrupt practices (Udomisor & Kenneth, 2013).
The lack of active investigative journalism in Ilorin has serious implications. Corrupt practices such as the diversion of public funds, abandonment of government projects, and manipulation of budgets may go unreported or even normalized by society due to the absence of public exposure and accountability. Without sufficient investigative reporting, citizens are denied the information needed to demand justice or participate effectively in governance. Furthermore, the culture of silence surrounding local corruption fosters impunity, allowing public officials to misuse public resources without fear of exposure or consequences.
There is, therefore, a pressing need to examine why investigative journalism is not playing a more effective role in exposing corruption in Ilorin Metropolis. What are the barriers hindering its effectiveness? Are there ongoing investigative efforts that are not reaching the public? And to what extent do such reports, when they exist, influence public opinion and institutional reform? These questions remain largely unanswered in existing literature. This study, therefore, seeks to address this gap by critically analyzing the roles, challenges, and impacts of investigative journalism in exposing corruption among public officials in Ilorin Metropolis. Understanding these dynamics is vital for strengthening local accountability, reinforcing democratic values, and promoting transparency in governance at the sub-national level.
Corruption has become a pervasive element in the fabric of Nigeria’s public sector, undermining the credibility and efficiency of public institutions at all levels. Despite efforts by various government agencies and civil society organizations to combat this social vice, public officials continue to engage in corrupt practices with relative impunity. In states like Kwara, and particularly in Ilorin Metropolis, such misconduct often takes the form of inflated contracts, ghost workers, diversion of public funds, and abandonment of public infrastructure projects. These practices deprive citizens of basic amenities and erode trust in government institutions (Okonkwo, 2016). The inability of conventional mechanisms to effectively address these issues highlights the urgent need for a strong and independent watchdog — a role that investigative journalism is inherently designed to fulfill.
Investigative journalism serves a unique and indispensable function in democratic societies. It exposes the wrongdoings of those in power, provides evidence-based reporting to support accountability, and empowers citizens with information needed to demand reform. However, in many sub-national contexts like Ilorin Metropolis, the full potential of investigative journalism is yet to be realized. Most local journalists are constrained by institutional weaknesses, fear of retribution, insufficient training, and lack of resources. The journalism landscape in Ilorin is dominated by event-based reporting, press releases, and political patronage, with little room for critical, in-depth inquiries into corruption or abuse of office (Akinwale, 2019). These limitations significantly weaken the media's ability to serve as a check on power and enable a culture of secrecy and impunity.
In the context of Ilorin Metropolis, these overlapping problems create a vacuum in accountability mechanisms, enabling corruption among public officials to thrive. While there are anecdotal reports and online commentaries about public mismanagement, there is a glaring absence of structured, professional investigative journalism that connects evidence to allegations and holds individuals accountable. This study, therefore, seeks to investigate the extent to which investigative journalism is practiced in Ilorin Metropolis, the challenges journalists face in pursuing corruption stories, and the impact such journalism (if any) has on public discourse, policy change, and justice. By shedding light on these issues, the study hopes to contribute to strengthening the capacity of the media as an instrument for good governance, accountability, and civic empowerment at the grassroots level.
1.3 	Objectives of the Study
i. To determine public knowledge of investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis.
ii. To determine the impact of investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors have among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis.
iii. To assess perception of investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis.
[bookmark: _Toc140245771]1.4	Research Questions
i. What is the public knowledge of investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis?
ii. What impact do investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors have among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis.
iii. What are the perceptions of Public Officials on investigative journalism of corruption in public sectors?

1.5 	Significance of the Study
The significance of this study lies in its potential to contribute meaningfully to the fight against corruption through media intervention at the grassroots level. While numerous studies have explored the national scope of investigative journalism in Nigeria, few have focused on its impact within local contexts such as Ilorin Metropolis. By examining the role investigative journalism plays in exposing corruption among public officials in this specific area, the study fills a critical gap in the literature and provides context-sensitive insights that can inform policy-making and media practice. According to Adeyemi (2013), corruption thrives in environments where the press is either weak or compromised; therefore, understanding how local journalists operate within such an environment is central to addressing systemic governance failures.
This study is also significant because it evaluates the challenges and limitations faced by investigative journalists in Ilorin Metropolis. It highlights issues such as threats to press freedom, poor implementation of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, political interference, and insufficient funding — all of which limit the effectiveness of watchdog journalism (Akinwale, 2019). By documenting these challenges, the research serves as an advocacy tool for improving the working conditions of journalists and enhancing their ability to function independently and ethically. The findings may encourage stakeholders such as media owners, civil society organizations, and government agencies to invest more in investigative journalism as a tool for transparency and democratic accountability.
Furthermore, the study offers practical value to media practitioners and journalism educators. For media practitioners in Kwara State and beyond, the study will provide deeper insights into best practices in investigative reporting, especially in politically sensitive environments. For journalism educators, the study can enrich academic discourse by providing empirical evidence from a real-life context, which can be incorporated into training curricula and capacity-building programs. As Obioma (2020) points out, journalism education in Nigeria often lacks a strong investigative component, making studies like this crucial for reshaping both pedagogy and practice.
In addition, the study is relevant to policy makers and anti-corruption agencies. Findings from this research can guide the formulation of strategies that promote a stronger collaboration between the media and institutions such as the EFCC, ICPC, and state-level anti-graft bodies. For instance, understanding the bottlenecks that local journalists face in accessing public records can prompt legislative and administrative reforms that enhance transparency and compliance with the FOI Act. Transparency International (2021) notes that without a vigilant and empowered press, legal frameworks alone are insufficient in combating entrenched corruption.
Lastly, the study has significance for the general public and civil society organizations. An informed and enlightened citizenry is crucial to building a culture of accountability. By showcasing the value of investigative journalism, the research can help promote media literacy and public interest journalism, thereby empowering citizens to demand better governance. According to Ojebode and Akinwale (2010), public support and civic engagement are key to sustaining media-led anti-corruption efforts. Therefore, this study contributes not only to academic knowledge but also to the practical pursuit of good governance, social justice, and democratic development in Ilorin Metropolis and Nigeria at large.
1.6	Scope of the Study
This study is specifically delimited to Ilorin Metropolis, the capital of Kwara State, Nigeria. The area includes the three major local government areas of Ilorin East, Ilorin West, and Ilorin South, which collectively form the administrative, political, and economic hub of the state. These areas were selected due to their concentration of public institutions and political activities, making them a strategic location for investigating the roles played by journalists in uncovering corruption among public office holders. By focusing on this geographical setting, the study aims to provide a detailed and contextual understanding of investigative journalism within a sub-national and decentralized governance structure, where scrutiny is often limited (Udomisor & Kenneth, 2013).
Thematically, the study focuses on the practice, effectiveness, and challenges of investigative journalism in exposing corruption involving public officials. It seeks to examine the extent to which journalists in Ilorin Metropolis engage in investigative reporting, the types of corruption cases they focus on, and the impact of such reports on public awareness and policy change. The research also explores institutional factors that affect investigative journalism, such as access to information, legal protections for journalists, media ownership, and political influence — all of which have been identified in previous literature as key determinants of press freedom and media performance (Akinwale, 2019; Ojebode & Akinwale, 2010).
Methodologically, the study is limited to the use of qualitative and quantitative approaches, including structured questionnaires for media professionals and in-depth interviews with investigative journalists, media managers, and relevant civil society actors. This mixed-method approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of both the lived experiences of journalists and the structural conditions under which they operate. However, the study does not cover the entire spectrum of Nigerian journalism or other forms of media activism outside Ilorin Metropolis. It is also not primarily focused on the role of social media or citizen journalism, although these may be mentioned where relevant.
Furthermore, the time frame considered for this study is from 2019 to 2024 — a period that captures the post-2019 general elections and the years that followed, which were marked by increased civic engagement, rising awareness of corruption, and heightened demand for accountability at both federal and state levels (Transparency International, 2021). Limiting the scope to this period provides a focused lens through which to assess how investigative journalism evolved in response to political and social developments within the metropolis.
In essence, the study's scope is clearly defined by its geographic focus on Ilorin Metropolis, thematic concentration on investigative journalism and corruption, methodological boundaries, and temporal frame. This clear delimitation enhances the research’s feasibility and relevance, ensuring that the findings are grounded in real-world challenges and are applicable to media practices in similar sub-national contexts across Nigeria.
1.7	Definitions of Terms
Role: In the context of this study, a role refers to the function or expected responsibility played by a person or institution within a specific setting. Specifically, it describes the duties investigative journalists are expected to perform in society — particularly in monitoring power, exposing wrongdoing, and fostering transparency and accountability (McQuail, 2010).
Investigative Journalism: Investigative journalism is a specialized form of journalism in which reporters deeply examine a single topic of interest — such as serious crimes, political corruption, or corporate wrongdoing — often involving long-term research and fact-finding. It is characterized by its reliance on verified sources, public records, whistleblower testimonies, and its aim to reveal hidden truths in the public interest (de Burgh, 2008).
Corruption is the abuse of entrusted power for personal gain, often involving dishonest or fraudulent conduct within public or private institutions. In the context of this research, corruption specifically pertains to illicit practices within Nigerian public sectors, encompassing bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, and other forms of unethical behavior that undermine the integrity of governmental institutions.
Public Officials: Public officials refer to individuals who hold positions of authority in government or public institutions, whether elected, appointed, or employed by the state. They are expected to manage public resources, enforce laws, and serve the interests of the people with integrity and transparency (Ayoade, 2016).
Ilorin Metropolis: Ilorin Metropolis comprises the urban center of Kwara State, Nigeria encompassing Ilorin East, Ilorin West, and Ilorin South Local Government Areas. It serves as the administrative, political, and economic hub of the state. For the purpose of this study, it represents the geographical location under investigation regarding how investigative journalism interacts with public accountability in the region (Odetola, 2020).
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
This chapter reviews existing literature relevant to the role of investigative journalism in exposing corruption. It examines conceptual clarifications, theoretical frameworks, empirical studies, and highlights gaps the current research intends to fill.
2.1	Concept of Investigative Journalism
Investigative journalism is a form of in-depth reporting that seeks to uncover the truth about issues of public interest, particularly those hidden from the public by powerful individuals, institutions, or government entities. Unlike conventional news reporting, which often focuses on daily events and press releases, investigative journalism involves extensive research, critical inquiry, and the gathering of evidence over a prolonged period (de Burgh, 2008). It aims to expose corruption, abuse of power, human rights violations, and other forms of wrongdoing. Through rigorous fact-checking and analysis, investigative journalists act as watchdogs over government and corporate entities, thereby fulfilling the democratic responsibility of the media to hold power accountable (Ettema & Glasser, 1998).
One of the defining features of investigative journalism is its commitment to public interest. It transcends mere storytelling to actively contribute to transparency and good governance. Investigative stories are often the result of months or even years of meticulous work, involving interviews with whistleblowers, scrutiny of public records, and collaboration with legal and civil society organizations. In Nigeria, investigative journalism has increasingly gained traction with the efforts of platforms such as Premium Times, Sahara Reporters, and the International Centre for Investigative Reporting (ICIR), which have exposed numerous cases of political and financial corruption (Akinwale, 2019). Despite its relevance, investigative journalism faces serious challenges in many developing countries, including censorship, harassment, lack of funding, and weak access to information laws (Adeyemi, 2013).
Moreover, investigative journalism is critical in societies struggling with systemic corruption and weak institutional oversight. It serves as a corrective force in democracies where legal systems may be slow or compromised. According to McQuail (2010), investigative journalism plays a normative role by helping citizens make informed decisions, thus promoting civic engagement and democratic accountability. In regions like Ilorin Metropolis, where the effects of political patronage and administrative opacity are evident, the presence and functionality of investigative journalism can make a significant difference in deterring corrupt practices and raising public consciousness about governance issues.
Investigative journalism is not only about uncovering hidden facts; it is also about serving as a crucial pillar in a functioning democracy by giving voice to the voiceless and challenging the misuse of power. It is rooted in the journalistic values of truth-seeking, accountability, and the protection of the public interest. As Deuze (2005) noted, investigative journalism is driven by a mission-oriented approach where journalists act not just as information disseminators but as social actors capable of triggering institutional reform. This form of journalism often leads to public outrage, policy change, resignation of corrupt officials, or legal action against those exposed. It is particularly powerful in societies where democratic institutions are weak, and corruption is systemic.
The effectiveness of investigative journalism is often determined by the legal and political environment in which it operates. In many developing countries like Nigeria, legal protections for journalists are limited, and the political will to support press freedom is often lacking. For instance, journalists investigating public officials may be met with intimidation, arrest, or threats to their lives, especially when they expose high-profile corruption. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ, 2022), Nigeria remains one of the most dangerous places to be a journalist in Africa due to state repression, restrictive laws, and non-state actor violence. This hostile climate discourages deep investigative reporting, particularly in smaller cities like Ilorin, where local journalists may not have the same institutional backing as those working for national media houses.
Investigative journalism, at its core, is motivated by a duty to uncover facts that are deliberately concealed, distorted, or denied to the public. It is often viewed as journalism's highest calling because it requires rigorous inquiry, bravery, and ethical commitment. While daily news reporting informs, investigative journalism reforms. It involves probing beyond surface-level information to uncover systemic problems, such as entrenched corruption, abuse of office, human rights violations, or environmental crimes. As Waisbord (2000) notes, investigative journalism plays a critical role in “building a culture of accountability” by exposing institutional wrongdoing and offering citizens access to credible information that empowers public discourse and civic action.
One of the critical features that distinguish investigative journalism is its adversarial nature. Investigative journalists often take on powerful individuals or institutions, which naturally puts them at odds with the status quo. This adversarial role is essential in democratic settings, where power must be constantly checked and scrutinized. However, in Nigeria and similar developing contexts, the environment in which investigative journalists operate is often hostile and suppressive. Political interference, ownership influence, and restrictive media laws limit how far journalists can go in probing misconduct. Uche (2010) observed that ownership structure in Nigerian media — especially where proprietors are politically exposed — often undermines editorial independence and compromises the freedom of journalists to carry out hard-hitting investigations.
2.1.1	Understanding Corruption in Public Office
Corruption in public office refers to the abuse of entrusted governmental power for private gain, and it is one of the most persistent problems undermining governance, development, and democratic accountability, particularly in developing countries like Nigeria. Public office corruption manifests in various forms, including bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, abuse of power, kickbacks, and diversion of public funds (Transparency International, 2021). Public officials—those elected, appointed, or employed by government institutions—are expected to manage state resources and exercise authority in the interest of the public. However, when these responsibilities are compromised for personal enrichment or political advantage, the integrity of governance is eroded. This abuse not only affects service delivery but also destroys public trust in government institutions.
In Nigeria, corruption has been described as both systemic and entrenched. It cuts across every level of government—federal, state, and local—and involves actors ranging from political elites to civil servants. According to Achebe (1983), the trouble with Nigeria is rooted in leadership failure, which is often expressed in the form of corrupt practices among those in power. This failure becomes more evident when those entrusted with the nation's resources use their positions for personal enrichment while the majority suffer from poverty, unemployment, and underdevelopment. In places like Ilorin Metropolis, corruption in public offices may be less visible on a national scale but remains impactful at the local level through inflated contracts, mismanagement of local council funds, favoritism in appointments, and non-transparent allocation of resources.
Understanding public office corruption also involves examining the institutional and cultural factors that allow it to flourish. Weak legal frameworks, lack of transparency, poor remuneration of civil servants, and inadequate checks and balances all contribute to a governance environment that is vulnerable to corruption. Furthermore, the culture of impunity—where corrupt individuals go unpunished—emboldens others to engage in similar behavior. As Uzochukwu (2015) noted, the failure of anti-corruption agencies to hold public officials accountable has made corruption appear acceptable, even normal, in the eyes of many Nigerians. This normalization of corrupt behavior severely damages the values of honesty, accountability, and public service.
Investigative journalism, therefore, becomes a critical tool in addressing corruption in public office. In the absence of strong institutions or political will, the media can play a watchdog role by exposing cases of corruption and amplifying public demand for justice and transparency. Journalistic exposure of corrupt acts can trigger public outrage, official investigations, and even legal action against perpetrators. For example, investigative reports exposing corruption in Nigeria’s fuel subsidy program and in state ministries have led to national debates, protests, and official inquiries (Akinola, 2017). By shedding light on the misuse of public office, investigative journalism helps restore accountability and can even serve as a deterrent to future misconduct.
In conclusion, corruption in public office undermines democratic ideals, widens inequality, and slows national development. In the specific context of Ilorin Metropolis, addressing this issue requires more than legal instruments; it calls for active civic engagement, media vigilance, and the political will to punish wrongdoers. When investigative journalism functions effectively, it can not only expose corrupt public officials but also push institutions toward reform and citizens toward civic consciousness.
Corruption in public office is not merely a breach of law but a deep-seated moral and institutional crisis that impairs the development of nations. It distorts the allocation of resources, undermines the rule of law, and weakens the legitimacy of governments. According to Mauro (1995), corruption negatively affects public investment by diverting funds from essential services like education, health care, and infrastructure to private pockets. This is particularly dangerous in regions such as Ilorin Metropolis, where citizens rely on government-provided services and infrastructure for daily survival. When funds meant for roads, schools, or hospitals are misappropriated, it directly impacts the well-being of the population, particularly the poor and vulnerable.
2.1.2	Investigative Journalism and Anti-Corruption
Investigative journalism plays a critical role in the fight against corruption by uncovering hidden or deliberately obscured information that exposes malpractice, abuse of office, or the misuse of public resources. Unlike routine news reporting, investigative journalism requires extensive research, source verification, and often courageous fieldwork to bring the truth to light. It is an essential component of democratic societies, especially where official oversight institutions are weak or compromised. According to the Global Investigative Journalism Network (GIJN, 2020), investigative reporting acts as a watchdog of public interest, often serving as the first line of accountability in countries where systemic corruption is widespread and institutional checks are either absent or ineffective.
The primary strength of investigative journalism lies in its ability to mobilize public opinion, influence policy reforms, and sometimes initiate judicial proceedings. By exposing corruption, investigative journalists empower citizens with credible information that fosters civic engagement and demands for accountability. For instance, landmark investigations such as the Panama Papers and, locally, the Premium Times’ exposés on budget padding and procurement fraud have led to public outrage, administrative action, and legislative inquiries in Nigeria. Okoro and Ugwuanyi (2006) affirm that the press, when allowed to operate freely and professionally, becomes a powerful instrument for the exposure and reduction of corruption in government circles.
Moreover, the impact of investigative journalism in anti-corruption efforts is amplified by digital platforms and transnational collaborations. With tools like data analysis, satellite imagery, and encrypted communication, journalists can now uncover complex corruption schemes that cross borders and involve multiple actors. In Nigeria, organizations like the Premium Times Centre for Investigative Journalism (PTCIJ) and the International Centre for Investigative Reporting (ICIR) have led numerous anti-corruption campaigns through thorough and data-driven investigative stories. These institutions not only reveal malfeasance but also build public trust in the media’s role as a defender of accountability and transparency (Ibekwe, 2020).
In conclusion, investigative journalism remains one of the most effective non-governmental mechanisms for combating corruption. It shines a light on hidden practices, demands answers from those in power, and contributes to a culture of transparency and accountability. However, for it to function optimally, journalists must be protected, trained, and funded adequately, and there must be an ecosystem—comprising civil society, the judiciary, and the public—that supports the outcomes of investigative efforts. In regions like Ilorin Metropolis, where corruption among public officials is a concern, promoting investigative journalism is not just beneficial but necessary for good governance and public accountability. Investigative journalism not only exposes corruption but also serves as a catalyst for democratic development and institutional reform. In many contexts, media exposés have led to the resignation, suspension, or prosecution of public officials who were previously seen as untouchable. These journalistic efforts help reinforce the rule of law by creating public pressure that compels anti-corruption agencies to act. As Adeyemi (2013) observes, investigative journalism plays a vital role in supplementing institutional efforts such as those by the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) in Nigeria. While these agencies are officially tasked with combating corruption, they are often constrained by political interference or bureaucratic bottlenecks. In such instances, credible media investigations serve as an alternative pathway to accountability.

2.1.3	Techniques Used in Investigative Reporting
Investigative reporting is a meticulous process that goes beyond surface-level journalism to uncover hidden facts, hold power to account, and expose corruption, abuse, and systemic failure. Unlike conventional news gathering, investigative journalism relies on a variety of sophisticated techniques aimed at revealing information that is often intentionally concealed. One of the foundational techniques used by investigative journalists is document analysis. This involves the examination of public records, audit reports, financial statements, court filings, and internal memos to trace patterns of fraud, mismanagement, or corruption. Journalists frequently use tools such as the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) to gain access to government documents that can reveal how public funds are spent or misappropriated. In Nigeria, the FOI Act of 2011 has empowered journalists to request documents from public institutions, although access is still often hindered by bureaucratic bottlenecks and non-compliance.
Another important technique is interviewing sources, which includes both on-the-record interviews and off-the-record conversations with insiders, whistleblowers, victims, and experts. These interviews provide context, corroborate findings, and may reveal leads that are not available in official records. Investigative journalists often develop a network of reliable sources who can provide credible and timely information. However, protecting these sources—especially whistleblowers—is critical to maintaining journalistic integrity and ensuring the safety of those involved. According to de Burgh (2008), investigative journalists must cultivate trust and use discretion, especially when dealing with vulnerable informants in politically sensitive investigations.
Undercover reporting is another powerful but ethically sensitive technique. This involves journalists assuming false identities or going undercover to gain access to information that would otherwise be inaccessible. While this method can be controversial, it has been used to expose corruption, human rights abuses, and illegal activities in both public and private sectors. The success of undercover journalism depends on strict ethical guidelines, legal risk assessments, and editorial oversight. For example, Nigerian investigative journalist Anas Aremeyaw Anas became renowned for using undercover techniques to expose corruption within law enforcement and the judiciary across West Africa.
In the digital age, data journalism and digital forensics have become essential tools for investigative reporting. Journalists now rely on data scraping, statistical analysis, and visualization tools to make sense of large datasets such as government budgets, procurement records, or leaked documents. These methods help identify inconsistencies, detect patterns of corruption, and present complex information in a comprehensible manner. Open-source intelligence (OSINT), which includes the use of publicly available digital content such as social media posts, satellite imagery, and online databases, also supports investigations by providing verifiable clues and visual evidence (Bradshaw & Rohumaa, 2011).
Fact-checking and legal review are also integral to investigative reporting. Given the potential consequences of publishing investigative stories, journalists must verify every claim and corroborate all evidence from multiple sources. Legal teams are often involved to vet stories for libel, defamation, or breach of confidentiality. This thorough scrutiny ensures the credibility and defensibility of investigative reports. As noted by Houston (2010), meticulous verification is what distinguishes serious investigative journalism from rumor or sensationalism.
Beyond the conventional methods, investigative journalists also utilize surveillance and field observation as effective techniques, particularly when investigating physical activities or locations tied to suspected corruption. For instance, observing how government contracts are executed on-site—such as poorly constructed roads or abandoned public projects—can provide concrete evidence of mismanagement. Photographic and video documentation from such visits not only strengthens the credibility of a report but also appeals to visual understanding among audiences, making the impact of corruption more relatable. In regions like Ilorin Metropolis, where public infrastructure projects are common areas of concern, field-based investigations can help expose discrepancies between allocated funds and the actual quality of work delivered.
Historical data comparison is another critical technique, especially in exposing discrepancies in public spending over time. Investigative journalists often compare current budget allocations with those of previous years to identify inflated figures, duplicated projects, or unexplained expenses. By analyzing such trends, they can detect patterns of financial misconduct that may not be apparent in isolated budget reviews. This technique has been particularly useful in exposing “budget padding” or “ghost projects” where funds are approved but the projects are either non-existent or poorly executed.
Collaboration with experts—such as lawyers, economists, forensic auditors, and technologists—is also becoming increasingly essential in investigative journalism. Because corruption cases are often technical or require subject-matter expertise to understand, journalists enhance the quality of their reporting by consulting professionals who help interpret documents, trace financial flows, or analyze legal loopholes. In Nigeria, some investigative teams now include multi-disciplinary members or maintain partnerships with anti-corruption NGOs to improve both the quality and legitimacy of their work.
In summary, the techniques of investigative journalism are constantly evolving to meet the challenges of exposing corruption in a complex and digital world. From traditional interviews and document reviews to sophisticated data analysis, surveillance, mapping, and public participation, each method plays a unique role in the investigative process. In the context of Ilorin Metropolis, adopting these techniques is essential to revealing misconduct among public officials, empowering citizens, and enhancing transparency. However, for these methods to thrive, journalists need training, protection, and the institutional support necessary to conduct thorough and impactful investigations.
2.1.4	Challenges Facing Investigative Journalists
Investigative journalism is widely acknowledged as one of the most critical pillars of a functioning democracy, particularly in its role of uncovering corruption and holding public officials accountable. However, journalists who engage in this demanding branch of journalism often face numerous challenges, especially in developing countries like Nigeria. One of the most pressing issues is threats to personal safety. Investigative journalists frequently expose powerful individuals and institutions, making them targets of intimidation, harassment, abduction, or even assassination. In Nigeria, several journalists have been attacked or killed for exposing corrupt practices or political scandals. The case of Dele Giwa, a renowned Nigerian journalist who was assassinated in 1986 via a parcel bomb, remains one of the most chilling examples of the risks associated with investigative reporting (Oso, 2012).
Another significant challenge is political interference and censorship. Many investigative stories implicate top-ranking government officials, political leaders, or influential business elites. As a result, journalists often encounter attempts to suppress such stories through state censorship, legal injunctions, or media house interference. The government may use regulatory agencies to shut down media organizations or revoke licenses in an attempt to stifle investigative work. According to Uche (2018), Nigeria’s political environment remains hostile to press freedom, especially when journalistic inquiries threaten the interests of those in power. This creates a climate of fear and self-censorship, discouraging journalists from pursuing sensitive investigations.
Inadequate funding and resources also hinder investigative journalism. Investigative reporting is resource-intensive, requiring time, travel, technology, and legal consultation. Unfortunately, many Nigerian media houses operate under tight financial constraints and are unable to support long-term investigations. Instead, they prioritize sensational or entertainment-driven content that attracts immediate revenue. As noted by Okoro and Diri (2012), most investigative journalists in Nigeria work without specialized training, digital tools, or legal support, thereby limiting their effectiveness. Moreover, the lack of financial independence often subjects journalists to external influence, compromising the credibility and depth of their investigations.
In addition, there is a persistent lack of access to public information. Although Nigeria passed the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act in 2011, compliance by public institutions has been poor. Journalists still struggle to obtain official documents such as government budgets, contract details, and procurement records. Many government agencies either delay their responses indefinitely or deny access outright, citing “security concerns” or bureaucratic red tape. This lack of transparency makes it difficult for journalists to substantiate their findings, thereby weakening the investigative process and reducing public trust in media reports (Soyinka, 2013).
Legal threats and libel lawsuits also pose a major risk. In many cases, public officials or corporations sue journalists or media outlets for defamation or libel, regardless of the truthfulness of the reports. These legal actions are often intended not necessarily to win in court but to drain the financial and emotional resources of the journalist or media house—a tactic known as Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation (SLAPP). In Nigeria, the vague definitions in libel and cybercrime laws have been used to silence critical reporting and criminalize investigative journalism (Media Rights Agenda, 2021).
Lastly, lack of protection for whistleblowers affects the flow of information to investigative journalists. In many corruption cases, insiders are the most reliable sources of information. However, in Nigeria, there is minimal legal protection for whistleblowers despite the establishment of reporting channels. Whistleblowers often suffer retaliation, including job loss, arrest, or threats to their lives, which in turn discourages potential informants from coming forward. This dearth of insider information hampers the depth and accuracy of many investigations.
2.1.5	The Impact of Investigative Journalism on Governance
Investigative journalism plays a pivotal role in strengthening governance by promoting transparency, accountability, and responsiveness in public institutions. Through in-depth and fact-based reporting, investigative journalists expose wrongdoing, corruption, abuse of office, and inefficiencies within the government. These revelations often pressure public officials and institutions to respond by initiating reforms, conducting internal investigations, or holding those responsible accountable. As watchdogs of society, investigative journalists serve as a bridge between the governed and those in power, ensuring that leaders remain answerable to the public they serve (Oboh, 2014).
One significant impact of investigative journalism is its ability to deter corruption and misconduct in public office. When public officials know that their actions may be scrutinized and reported in the media, they are more likely to act within the confines of the law and ethical standards. The fear of public disgrace or legal consequences serves as a preventive measure. According to Okoro and Ugwuanyi (2006), investigative journalism acts as an informal mechanism of checks and balances that discourages impunity among political leaders, especially in environments where institutional oversight is weak or compromised.
Moreover, investigative journalism can lead to policy changes and systemic reform. Well-documented exposés often spark public outcry, prompting lawmakers and regulatory bodies to take corrective action. For instance, investigative reports on budget padding, ghost workers, and misappropriation of public funds in Nigeria have led to the suspension or dismissal of officials, as well as amendments to policy frameworks (Ayoola, 2017). This ability to influence decision-making processes reflects journalism’s capacity to shape governance by ensuring that the government’s actions align with the public interest.
Investigative journalism also enhances citizen engagement and democratic participation. By bringing hidden or complex issues to light, such as embezzlement in local governments or procurement fraud in ministries, journalists empower citizens with information necessary for informed participation in civic life. An informed citizenry is more likely to demand accountability, vote wisely, and participate in advocacy. According to McQuail (2010), media reports on governance serve an educative function that promotes democratic values and raises the political consciousness of the populace.
Beyond exposing individual acts of corruption or mismanagement, investigative journalism often prompts institutional introspection. Government agencies, ministries, and departments that come under media scrutiny are sometimes compelled to review their operational practices, transparency policies, and internal control mechanisms. This introspection leads to improvements in record-keeping, public accountability practices, and communication with the citizenry. For example, when a local investigative report in Ilorin exposed irregularities in public contract bidding, it prompted the Kwara State Government to adopt more transparent procurement processes (Punch, 2020). Such reforms show how media pressure can lead to positive change in governance systems.
Investigative journalism also plays a vital role in strengthening the rule of law. When media reports result in formal investigations, arrests, or court proceedings, it reinforces the principle that no individual, regardless of status or office, is above the law. This helps to dispel the culture of impunity that often thrives in weak democratic systems. According to UNESCO (2021), where governments act on media revelations, public confidence in legal institutions is improved, thereby reinforcing the judiciary’s independence and fairness.
Furthermore, investigative journalism serves as a corrective mechanism in electoral governance. By uncovering electoral fraud, voter suppression, or illegal campaign financing, the press helps uphold the integrity of democratic elections. In Nigeria, reports by investigative journalists have exposed vote-buying and manipulation of electoral materials in several elections, including in Kwara State. Such revelations pressure the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and security agencies to improve electoral procedures, train personnel better, and respond to complaints swiftly. These actions contribute to the fairness and credibility of the democratic process.
Another significant impact is in the protection of public interest and human rights. Investigative journalism often uncovers issues affecting marginalized or voiceless populations—such as police brutality, mismanagement in the health sector, or environmental degradation due to illegal mining. By amplifying these stories, the media draws the attention of government agencies and NGOs to address such injustices. In Ilorin, for example, investigations into the poor state of public schools in some rural wards led to increased budgetary allocations for basic education and school renovations (Vanguard, 2022). This exemplifies how journalism can be a tool for social justice and inclusive governance.
In conclusion, investigative journalism contributes significantly to the development and sustainability of democratic governance. It holds leaders accountable, drives institutional reforms, informs the public, and ultimately fosters a culture of transparency. For communities like Ilorin Metropolis, where governance challenges persist, strengthening investigative journalism is not just beneficial—it is essential for meaningful development.
2.2 	Theoretical Framework
2.2.1	Social Responsibility Theory
The Social Responsibility Theory of the press is one of the normative theories of mass communication that emerged in the mid-20th century as a response to the perceived limitations of the libertarian theory. It emphasizes the idea that media, while enjoying freedom from censorship, must also be responsible to society by upholding ethical standards, fairness, and truth. The theory was formally articulated in 1947 by the Hutchins Commission in the United States, which noted that a free press must serve the public good, not merely the interests of media owners or advertisers (Siebert, Peterson & Schramm, 1956). According to the theory, media organizations have a duty to inform the public, educate, entertain, and provide a platform for diverse voices, all while holding power to account.
In the context of investigative journalism, the Social Responsibility Theory is particularly relevant. Investigative journalists are expected to go beyond routine news reporting to uncover hidden truths that are of public importance—such as corruption, abuse of power, environmental degradation, and violations of human rights. This kind of journalism serves as a watchdog, a central tenet of social responsibility. As McQuail (2010) argues, media must be free but also obligated to act in the best interest of democracy, justice, and the general welfare of the people. By exposing unethical practices among public officials, investigative journalism upholds its social duty of ensuring that those in positions of authority are accountable.
The Social Responsibility Theory expands the traditional view of media freedom by asserting that with freedom comes responsibility. This theory emphasizes that media should not operate solely for profit or entertainment but should serve as a public service institution. It was born out of concerns that a completely free press—as promoted by the libertarian model—could lead to manipulation, misinformation, and the marginalization of certain groups in society. Hence, the Social Responsibility Theory insists that the press must be accountable to society by reporting accurately, fairly, and ethically, while also contributing positively to societal development (Baran, 2014).
One of the core components of this theory is the media’s obligation to ensure that all sides of a story are fairly represented. This means giving voice to the marginalized, exposing abuses of power, and acting in the public’s interest rather than serving only political or corporate agendas. Investigative journalism aligns closely with these ideals, particularly when it uncovers corruption among public officials or highlights cases of social injustice. In Nigeria, where systemic corruption and abuse of public office are recurrent challenges, investigative journalism becomes not just a journalistic duty but a civic one—one rooted deeply in the principles of social responsibility.
The theory also promotes pluralism and inclusivity. It calls on media platforms to offer a space for diverse perspectives, especially in democratic societies. In the context of Ilorin Metropolis, investigative journalists who adhere to this theory must consider the cultural, political, and economic diversity of their audience. Reports should aim not just to expose but to educate and offer solutions that reflect the complexity of local governance issues. For example, uncovering financial mismanagement in local councils should also be accompanied by efforts to explain how public finances work and what accountability mechanisms exist. This educative role is at the heart of socially responsible journalism (Hamelink, 2002).
In conclusion, the Social Responsibility Theory provides a valuable framework for understanding the ethical and civic duties of the media in a democratic society. For investigative journalism, it offers a moral compass that guides reporters to pursue truth with integrity, to expose wrongdoing without bias, and to serve the public with information that empowers them. In contexts like Ilorin Metropolis, where public accountability remains a pressing concern, the application of this theory is not only beneficial but essential for fostering democratic governance and societal progress.
2.2.2	Agenda-Setting Theory
The Agenda-Setting Theory, developed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in the 1970s, posits that the mass media may not tell people what to think, but it is remarkably successful in telling them what to think about. This theory explains the powerful influence media can exert by determining which issues are prioritized in public discourse. When the media repeatedly focus on a topic, they shape the public’s perception of what matters most, thereby setting the “agenda” for both the audience and policymakers (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). This makes the media a central actor in the construction of social and political reality.
In the context of investigative journalism, the agenda-setting role is especially critical. Investigative journalists often bring hidden or overlooked issues—such as corruption, abuse of public office, and mismanagement of public funds—to the forefront of public discussion. By publishing in-depth reports, documentaries, and exposés, investigative media push these issues onto the public and political agenda, often prompting public outcry, governmental responses, or judicial investigations. For example, when an investigative report reveals financial irregularities in a local government in Ilorin Metropolis, it can catalyze protests, audits, or even legal action—issues that might not have received attention without media intervention.
The theory operates on two levels: first-level agenda-setting, which concerns the salience of issues (what to think about), and second-level agenda-setting, which focuses on the attributes of those issues (how to think about them). Investigative journalism plays a role in both levels. Through repeated coverage and detailed analysis, it not only highlights particular issues like corruption among public officials but also frames them in a way that influences how the public understands their causes, consequences, and urgency. For instance, investigative reports may not just reveal that funds were misappropriated but also contextualize the impact—such as lack of infrastructure, unemployment, or poor healthcare—thereby influencing public judgment and emotional responses.
The Agenda-Setting Theory is pivotal in understanding the influence that media, particularly investigative journalism, wields in shaping not only public perception but also the political and developmental direction of society. While McCombs and Shaw originally applied the theory to election coverage in the United States, its relevance has expanded globally, especially in societies grappling with governance challenges, such as Nigeria. In such contexts, media do not merely reflect reality—they actively construct and prioritize it. This is especially important where the government is often unresponsive or where official communication is vague and misleading. By investigating and highlighting malfeasance, the media act as the people's agent in framing what the public should be discussing and what policymakers should be addressing.
In Ilorin Metropolis, for example, corruption in public office may be normalized due to weak institutions or lack of enforcement. However, when investigative journalists uncover evidence of embezzlement, nepotism, or bribery, they place these issues at the center of public discourse. This not only informs the public but can also compel relevant agencies like the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) or the Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) to take action. Thus, the theory’s implications go beyond shaping perceptions—it can catalyze institutional responses. Media framing, an extension of agenda-setting, also determines how the public interprets corruption: is it a failure of leadership, a cultural norm, or a systemic flaw?
Agenda-setting also plays a role in influencing policy direction and governmental priorities. When media pressure builds around corruption reports, especially when they are substantiated and widely disseminated, governments often react by setting up panels, announcing reforms, or prosecuting offenders. This is evident in Nigeria where notable investigative reports—such as those by Premium Times, Sahara Reporters, or the BBC Africa Eye—have led to resignations and investigations. Even though not all reports lead to convictions, the fact that the issues become publicly known forces political actors to respond, thereby proving the agenda-setting influence of the media.
In summary, the Agenda-Setting Theory reinforces the media's ability to elevate important but neglected issues—like public sector corruption—to the level of national concern. Investigative journalists, through their diligence and courage, play a vital role in this process by uncovering truths and presenting them in compelling, evidence-based formats. The resulting public discourse can lead to pressure on institutions, policy change, and ultimately more accountable governance. Therefore, the application of this theory highlights the transformative power of media and its indispensable role in any democratic society.
2.3	Empirical Review
Empirical studies on investigative journalism have consistently highlighted its significance in promoting transparency, accountability, and good governance. Across different contexts, researchers have examined how investigative journalism has impacted public discourse, exposed wrongdoing, and even influenced political outcomes. These empirical works help to ground theoretical perspectives in real-world observations and validate the crucial role that journalism plays in combating corruption.
The role of the Nigerian press in combating corruption, particularly in the realm of public administration and governance. The study emphasized that investigative journalism has been instrumental in unveiling various forms of financial misconduct committed by political officeholders. By drawing on case studies of significant newspaper exposés—many of which revealed scandals involving embezzlement, misappropriation of public funds, and abuse of office—Oso highlighted the power of the media in igniting public discourse and putting pressure on authorities to take corrective action. Oso (2012)
The study revealed that such investigative reports, when well-researched and widely circulated, often lead to public outrage and civic engagement. In some cases, this public pressure has resulted in government responses such as the suspension, investigation, or prosecution of the officials involved. Oso emphasized that media-led revelations serve as a catalyst for transparency and accountability in governance, reinforcing the watchdog role of the press in a democratic society like Nigeria. These outcomes demonstrate the potential of journalism not only to inform the public but also to act as a tool for social justice and institutional reform.
However, Oso (2012) also acknowledged significant limitations that affect the potency of investigative journalism in Nigeria. One of the major constraints identified was political interference, which often prevents media houses from fully disclosing or pursuing stories that implicate influential individuals. Additionally, media ownership bias was found to be a critical factor that compromises journalistic integrity. Many media organizations in Nigeria are owned by politicians or individuals with close ties to the political elite, making it difficult for journalists to independently investigate and report on issues that may threaten the interests of these stakeholders. As a result, some stories are either watered down or entirely suppressed.
Overall, the study by Oso (2012) paints a nuanced picture of investigative journalism in Nigeria. While it clearly establishes the press as a vital actor in the anti-corruption crusade, it also draws attention to the structural and political challenges that hinder its full potential. This dual perspective underscores the need for greater editorial independence, legal protections for journalists, and institutional support to enable the media to fulfill its role effectively and without fear of reprisal.
Public perception of investigative journalism in Kwara State. In Ilorin Metropolis, empirical research on the direct impact of investigative journalism remains relatively limited. However, a notable contribution to this discourse was made by Abdulkareem (2019), who conducted a study to assess public perception of investigative journalism in Kwara State. Recognizing the growing importance of media in fostering transparency and accountability, Abdulkareem adopted a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative surveys with qualitative interviews. The study surveyed 120 residents across Ilorin and conducted in-depth interviews with five practicing journalists from local media outlets. This approach provided a balanced view of both public sentiment and professional insight into the practice of investigative reporting in the region.
The findings of the study revealed a general public support for investigative journalism and its role in uncovering corruption, especially among public officials. Many respondents acknowledged the media's role in bringing hidden issues to light and agreed that journalism is critical in exposing misgovernance and abuse of public office. Despite this support, there was a prevailing sense of skepticism about the actual impact of these reports. A significant portion of the respondents expressed concern that investigative stories, no matter how groundbreaking, often fail to produce tangible outcomes due to a lack of institutional willpower. This included delayed responses from law enforcement, political interference, and the lack of adequate legal frameworks to hold corrupt officials accountable.
The research ultimately highlighted a critical need for stronger collaboration among key stakeholders—particularly the media, civil society organizations, and anti-graft agencies such as the EFCC and ICPC. Abdulkareem argued that such partnerships are essential in ensuring that investigative journalism leads to concrete policy actions and reforms, rather than merely sparking temporary outrage. By creating synergies between journalists who uncover the facts, advocacy groups who amplify them, and institutions that can enforce the law, the findings of investigative journalism can be translated into meaningful societal change.
In conclusion, Abdulkareem’s (2019) study provides important insight into the challenges and potential of investigative journalism in Ilorin Metropolis. It reveals a public that is willing to engage with media reports but is often disillusioned by a lack of follow-up action. The study calls for structural improvements and institutional cooperation to bridge the gap between media exposure and legal or policy responses, thereby enhancing the overall impact of investigative journalism in fighting corruption.
Challenges faced by Nigerian Investigative Journalists. A notable study by Okoro and 
Odoemelam (2014) sheds light on the challenges faced by Nigerian investigative journalists. Through in-depth interviews with seasoned reporters across major cities like Ilorin, the researchers identified key obstacles hindering the journalists' work. Threats to personal safety emerged as a significant concern, highlighting the risks journalists take to uncover the truth. Limited access to official documents also posed a major challenge, making it difficult for journalists to obtain essential information. Furthermore, a lack of funding constrained their ability to pursue investigative stories.
The study by Okoro and Odoemelam (2014) provides valuable insights into the world of investigative journalism in Nigeria, revealing a complex landscape of challenges and motivations. On one hand, journalists face significant threats to their personal safety, which can have a chilling effect on their work. The lack of access to official documents and limited funding further exacerbate these challenges, making it difficult for journalists to pursue in-depth investigations. Despite these obstacles, many Nigerian journalists remain committed to their work, driven by a strong sense of purpose and responsibility.
The researchers' findings highlight the crucial role investigative journalists play in holding those in power accountable, and promoting transparency and good governance. By shedding light on corruption, abuse of power, and other forms of malfeasance, investigative journalists help to create a more informed citizenry and promote democratic values. The study suggests that this sense of purpose and responsibility motivates many journalists to continue doing their work, even in the face of danger and adversity.
The resilience of Nigerian investigative journalists, as highlighted in the study by Okoro and Odoemelam (2014), is a testament to the enduring power of journalism in promoting democratic values and holding those in power accountable. Despite the many challenges they face, these journalists continue to play a vital role in shedding light on important issues, from corruption and abuse of power to human rights abuses and social injustices. Their work serves as a crucial check on the abuse of power, and helps to create a more informed citizenry.
The study also highlights the importance of recognizing and valuing the work of investigative journalists. By acknowledging the critical role, they play in promoting transparency and accountability, we can help to create a more enabling environment for investigative journalism to thrive. This could involve recognizing the achievements of investigative journalists through awards and other forms of recognition, as well as providing support and protection for journalists who face threats and intimidation.
Ultimately, the study by Okoro and Odoemelam (2014) serves as a reminder of the importance of a free and independent media in promoting democratic values and holding those in power accountable. By supporting investigative journalism and protecting the rights of journalists, we can help to create a more just and equitable society, where those in power are held accountable for their actions.


Pivotal role digital platforms play in amplifying investigative journalism in Nigeria. 
The role digital platforms play in amplifying investigative journalism in Nigeria. By leveraging platforms like YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter, journalists can now disseminate sensitive reports to a wider audience, circumventing potential editorial restrictions in traditional media. This development has been particularly empowering for younger journalists and bloggers, who can now reach a significant following and challenge the status quo without being bound by traditional media's constraints. Adeleke and Ogunyemi's 2020
The study highlights the impact of digital platforms on investigative journalism, particularly in cities like Ilorin. Journalists and bloggers are utilizing these platforms to mobilize citizen action against corruption, promoting transparency and accountability. By bypassing traditional media gatekeepers, investigative journalists can now directly engage with their audience, fostering a more dynamic and inclusive public discourse. This shift has significant implications for the future of investigative journalism in Nigeria, enabling more diverse voices to be heard and amplifying the impact of in-depth reporting.
The findings of Adeleke and Ogunyemi's study underscore the potential of digital platforms to democratize access to information and promote citizen engagement. As more Nigerians turn to social media and online platforms for news and information, investigative journalists can leverage these channels to reach a broader audience and drive meaningful change. By exploring the intersection of digital platforms and investigative journalism, the study provides valuable insights into the evolving media landscape in Nigeria and the opportunities and challenges that come with it.
The study by Adeleke and Ogunyemi (2020) highlights the significance of digital platforms in promoting investigative journalism in Nigeria. By providing an alternative outlet for in-depth reporting, digital platforms have enabled journalists to bypass traditional media's limitations and reach a wider audience. This development has been particularly beneficial for younger journalists and bloggers, who can now gain recognition and build a following without being tied to traditional media outlets.
The findings of the study also underscore the need for digital literacy and online safety skills among investigative journalists. As digital platforms become increasingly important for disseminating investigative reports, journalists need to be aware of the potential risks and challenges associated with online publishing. This includes protecting sources, managing online harassment, and navigating the complexities of digital rights and freedoms. By understanding these challenges and opportunities, journalists and media organizations can better harness the power of digital platforms to promote investigative journalism in Nigeria.
CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: _Toc140245793]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc140245794]Introduction
This section covers the methods used to address the objectives of the study. The section discusses the research design, research population and sampling technique, the instrument for data collection, the method of data analysis and the analytical software used for the study.
[bookmark: _Toc140245795]3.1	Research Design
This study adopted a survey research design, this was chosen based on the objectives of the study. Survey method is one of the oldest research methods as averred by Kerlinger & Lee (2000). It is the process of collecting data from a population or a sample drawn from a population or with the purpose of investing relative incidence, occurrence or inter relationship among the variables of natural phenomenal.
[bookmark: _Toc140245796]3.2	Population of the Study 
Wimmer and Dominick (2006) posited that population of a research study is a list of collection of subjects, objects, variables or concept in a defined environment which could be a group or class of variables, concept or phenomenal in a given study. The population of this study covered people in Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State. The current metro area population of Ilorin in 2024 is 1,064,000, a 3.3% increase from 2023. The metro area population of Ilorin in 2023 was 1,030,000, a 3% increase from 2022. The metro area population of Ilorin in 2022 was 1,000,000, a 2.67% increase from 2021. (World Population Review, 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc140245797]3.3	Sample Size and Sample Techniques 
Sample size is the study of population from which necessary data for its conduct would be obtained. (Issa, 2012). It can be reemphasized that, to study the entire population may be cumbersome, time consuming and of course very costly, hence a sample takes a fair portion as representative of the entire population. Hence, the sample size of this study is limited to one hundred (100) respondents.
[bookmark: _Toc140245798]In other words, it is the actual number or part of a study population that is objectively selected for the study. Moreover, we sample because the entire population cannot be studied. The researcher used purposive sampling method to get the sampling size which is 100. The choice of purposive sampling technique is due to certain constraints that would inhibit alternative sampling technique from being used. Factors like money and time could not allow the researcher to meet up, so she simply used purposive which is employed for the purpose of selecting a handy sampling size. 
3.4	Instrumentation
Questionnaire was used as the research instrument and primary source of data in this study. Saul Mcleod (2015) defined questionnaire as a research instrument consisting of a series of questions for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. The questionnaire was divided into three (3) parts. Part A sought the demographic profile of the respondents, part B conceptualized on introduction and familiarity of respondents to the topic understudy while part C contain items designed to obtain data on the research topic.
[bookmark: _Toc140245799]3.5	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 
In order to ensure that relevant items were included in the questionnaires, extensive and relevant literature were consulted before instrument for data collection was constructed; this is done in other to ensure content validity of questionnaires.  A constructed questionnaire was given to the project supervisor for scrutiny. This was imperative in order to ensure validity of the research data.
[bookmark: _Toc140245800]3.6	Method of Data Collection
The data for this research work is collected through the administration of questionnaires to respondents in the study areas. This instrument was used to elicit demographic data for specific questions for the study. To ensure accurate data collection, questionnaires were administered by researcher to respondents in their various locations. The above instrument [questionnaire & observation] used has helped in collecting an aggregate amount of data used for the study.
[bookmark: _Toc140245801]3.7	Method of Data Analysis
The data obtained from the distributed questionnaires were retrieved and analyzed using simple percentage and cross tabulation table method of data presentation [chi-square -χ2]. 




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1	INTRODUCTION
This chapter is based on the presentation of collected data, analysis and discussion of findings obtained from two hundred (100) questionnaires administered to the respondents via google form. The data obtained from respondents were collated and analyzed using IBM-SPSS version 21; a social science package for data analysis and presented in table and chart. Statistical inferences were made via mean and standard deviation. Albeit, the presented data are based on the valid data supplied by 195-198 respondents out of 100. This is due to the fact that some questions were left unanswered (missing) by some respondents.
4.2	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
4.2.1	Analysis of Respondents’ Demographic
Table 1:  Distribution of Respondents by Sex
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Male
	60
	60

	
	Female
	40
	40

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 60 (60%) of 100 respondents that participated in this field survey are Male, 40 (40%) of the respondents are female while 3(1.5%) respondents did not pick any option to indicate their gender class. Hence, the data shows that a proportional representation of both genders participated in this study. 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	20-35
	70
	70

	
	36-45
	24
	24

	
	46 & above
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100








Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 70 (70%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey were within the age range of 20-35 years, 24 (24%) of the respondents were within 36-45 years, 6 (6%) respondents are 46 years and above. Thus, the highest population of respondents that participated in this survey were within the age of 20 -35 years.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Academic Level
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percent

	Valid
	ND I
	15
	15

	
	ND II
	37
	37

	
	HND I
	14
	14

	
	HND II
	33
	33

	Total
	100
	100.0










Source: Research Survey 2025
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 15 (15%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey are ND 1 students, 37 (37%) are ND 2 students, 14 (14%) are in HND 1 level, 33 (33%) are HND 2 students. Hence, this data is acceptable as the highest respondents are HND 2 students and virtually all the respondents are literates who have in-depth knowledge of the phenomenon understudy. 
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents by Marital Status
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Single
	57
	57

	
	Married
	28
	28

	
	Others
	15
	15

	Total
	100
	100.0









Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 57 (57%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey were single. 28 (28%) of the respondents were married, 15 (15%) chose others. However, the highest population of respondents that participated in this survey were single. 
4.2.2	Analysis of Respondents’ Familiarity to Media Reportage of Corruption in Nigeria Public Sectors
Table 5: How often do you consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Daily
	36
	36

	
	Few times a week
	30
	30

	
	Once a week
	19
	19

	
	Rarely
	12
	12

	
	Never
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100.0










Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 36 (36%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey indicated that they consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria daily. 30 respondents representing 30% of 100 respondents attested that consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria few times a week. 19 (19%) respondents consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria once a week, 12 (12%) respondents rarely news related to the public sector in Nigeria while 3 (3%) respondents have never news related to the public sector in Nigeria.
Table 6: Which source do you primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector?
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Television
	24
	24

	
	Newspaper
	24
	24

	
	Online news websites
	24
	24

	
	Social media platforms
	21
	21

	
	Radio
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100












Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: Table 6 above shows that 24 (24%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey indicated that they primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector on television. 24 (24%) respondents get their through newspaper, another 24 (24%) respondents get news about corruption in the public sector via online news websites, 21 (21%) of the respondents on social media platforms while 7 (7%) primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector on radio. 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Very accurate
	19
	19

	
	Accurate
	42
	42

	
	Neutral
	17
	17

	
	Less accurate
	12
	12

	
	Not accurate
	10
	10

	
	Total
	100
	100

	
	
	


Table 7: How accurately does the media report corruption in the public sector?










Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 42 (42%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey claimed that media report corruption in the public sector accurately. 19 (19%) of the respondents admitted that media report corruption in the public sector very accurately. 12 (12%) respondents claimed media report corruption in the public sector less accurately, 10 (10%) admitted it is not accurate while 17 (17%) of the respondents were neutral. 
Table 8: How does media reportage of corruption in the public sector influence your perception of the issue?
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Increases my awareness about corruption
	37
	37

	
	Makes me more skeptical about the public sector
	26
	26

	
	Motivates me to take action against corruption
	21
	21

	
	Makes me feel helpless and hopeless
	6
	6

	
	Doesn't influence my perception
	9
	9

	Total
	100
	100.0











Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: In table 8 above, 37 (37%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey alluded that media reportage of corruption in the public sector increases their awareness about corruption. 26 (26%) respondents said it makes them more skeptical about the public sector, 21 (21%) admitted that it motivates them to take action against corruption, 6 (6%) respondents stated that it makes them feel helpless and hopeless while 10 (10%) respondents said it doesn't influence their perception.
Table 9: Do media reports about corruption in the public sector influence your willingness to engage in corrupt practices?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Yes, I am likely to engage in corrupt practices
	29
	29

	
	No, it doesn't affect my behavior
	46
	46

	
	I am not sure
	25
	25

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 29 (29%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey claimed that they are likely to engage in corrupt practices due to media reports about corruption in the public sector. 46 (46%) affirmed that media reports about corruption in the public sector will influence their behaviour or willingness to engage in corrupt practices. 25 (25%) respondents posed a neutral standpoint to this question.
Table 10: How possibly are you to report corruption if you come across it in your daily activities?
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Very possibly
	29
	29

	
	Possibly
	32
	32

	
	Neutral
	21
	21

	
	Less possibly
	9
	9

	
	Not at all
	9
	9

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 29 (29%) respondents of 100 that participated in the field survey affirmed that they can very possibly report corruption if they come across it in their daily activities. 32 (32%) respondents said they can report corruption if they come across it in their daily activities. 21 (21%) were neutral. 9 (9%) of the respondents claimed that they are less possibly to report corruption if they come across it in their daily activities while 9 (9%) picked not at all.
4.2.3	Analysis of Statements in the Research Instrument 
Table 11: The media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	53
	53

	
	Agree
	34
	34

	
	Undecided
	9
	9

	
	Disagree
	2
	2

	
	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table above, 53 (53%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed with the statement that the media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors. 34 (34%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 9 (9%) were undecided, 2 (2%) respondents disagreed with the statement, 2 (2%) strongly disagreed that the media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sector. 
Table 12: Media reports on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	29
	29

	
	Agree
	45
	45

	
	Undecided
	18
	18

	
	Disagree
	6
	6

	
	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100.0










Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The above table shows that 29 (29%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed with the statement that media reports on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable. 45 (45%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 18 (18%) were undecided, 6 (6%) disagreed with the statement, 2 (2%) respondents strongly disagreed.


Table 13: The media plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	29
	29

	
	Agree
	39
	39

	
	Undecided
	20
	20

	
	Disagree
	8
	8

	
	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table above, 29 (29%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed with the statement that the media plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable. 39 (39%) of the respondents agreed with this statement, 20 (20%) were undecided, 8 (8%) disagreed, 4 (4%) strongly disagreed with the statement.
Table 14: I feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through media coverage. 

	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	Valid
	Strongly agree
	33
	33

	
	Agree
	41
	41

	
	Undecided
	14
	14

	
	Disagree
	7
	7

	
	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: Table 14 above shows that 33 (33%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that they feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through media coverage. 41 (41%) respondents agreed with this statement, 14 (14%) were undecided, 7 (7%) respondents disagreed, 5 (5%) respondents strongly.



Table 15: Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has motivated me to take a stand against corruption in my daily life.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	Valid
	Strongly agree
	33
	33

	
	Agree
	37
	37

	
	Undecided
	17
	17

	
	Disagree
	7
	7

	
	Strongly disagree
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table above, 33 (33%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that media coverage of corruption in public sectors has motivated them to take a stand against corruption in their daily life. 37(37%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 17 (17%) were undecided, 7 (7%) disagreed, 6 (6%) of the respondents strongly disagreed.
Table 16:  Media reports on corruption in public sectors have increased my interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	Valid
	Strongly agree
	31
	31

	
	Agree
	44
	44

	
	Undecided
	15
	15

	
	Disagree
	7
	7

	
	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 31 (31%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that media reports on corruption in public sectors have increased their interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability. 44 (44%) of this respondents agreed with the statement, 15 (15%) were undecided, 7 (7%) disagreed with the statement, 3 (3%) strongly disagreed with the statement.


Table 17: Media reportage of corruption in public sectors has made me more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	37
	37

	
	Agree
	35
	35

	
	Undecided
	19
	19

	
	Disagree
	5
	5

	
	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 37 (37%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that media reportage of corruption in public sectors has made them more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption. 35 (35%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 19 (19%) were undecided, 5 (5%) disagreed, 4 (4%) respondents strongly disagreed 
Table 18: Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has heightened my sense of responsibility as a citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	31
	31

	
	Agree
	39
	39

	
	Undecided
	19
	19

	
	Disagree
	6
	6

	
	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table above, 31 (31%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that media coverage of corruption in public sectors has heightened their sense of responsibility as citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity. 39 (39%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 19 (19%) were undecided, 6 (6%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement, 5 (5%) respondents strongly disagreed. 



Table 19: Media reportage of corruption in public sectors is instrumental in creating awareness among the general public about the negative impacts of corruption on society. 
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	27
	27

	
	Agree
	44
	44

	
	Undecided
	19
	19

	
	Disagree
	6
	6

	
	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 27 (27%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed with the statement that media reportage of corruption in public sectors is instrumental in creating awareness among the general public about the negative impacts of corruption on society. 44 (44%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 19 (19%) respondents were undecided, 6 (6%) respondents disagreed, 4 (4%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement.
Table 20: Media reports on corruption in public sectors contribute to the erosion of public trust in government institutions and officials.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	24
	24

	
	Agree
	40
	40

	
	Undecided
	24
	24

	
	Disagree
	6
	6

	
	Strongly disagree
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 24 (24%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed with the statement that media reports on corruption in public sectors contribute to the erosion of public trust in government institutions and officials. 40 (40%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 24 (24%) respondents were undecided, 6 (6%) disagreed, 6 (6%) strongly.

Table 21: Media coverage of corruption in public sectors focuses on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	21
	21

	
	Agree
	33
	33

	
	Undecided
	22
	22

	
	Disagree
	15
	15

	
	Strongly disagree
	9
	9

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 21 (21%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed with the statement that media coverage of corruption in public sectors focuses on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis. 33 (33%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 22 (22%) respondents undecided 15 (15%) respondents disagreed, 9 (9%) respondents strongly disagreed.
Table 22: Media reports on corruption in public sectors disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels.
	Option
	Frequency
	Percent

	
	Strongly agree
	19
	19

	
	Agree
	36
	36

	
	Undecided
	25
	25

	
	Disagree
	14
	14

	
	Strongly disagree
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 19 (19%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed with the statement that media reports on corruption in public sectors disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels. 36 (36%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 25 (25%) were undecided, 14 (14%) disagreed, 6 (6%) respondents strongly disagreed.

4.3 ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
RQ 1: What is the public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students?
Research question one seek to investigate the public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public. Table 5 to 7, 11 to 14 answered this question
Table 5 to 7
	Table 
	Description of Items
	Daily
	Few times a week
	Once a week
	Rarely
	Never
	
	SD

	5.
	How often do you consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria?
	70
	60
	38
	24
	



4
	2.1313
	1.10050

	
	Television
	Newspaper
	Online News
	Social Media
	
Radio
	

	6.
	Which source do you primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector?
	47
	48
	48
	42
	



13
	2.6263
	1.23885

	
	Very Accurate
	Accurate
	Neutral
	Less Accurate
	Not Accurate
	

	7.
	How accurately does the media report corruption in the public sector?
	39
	85
	35
	24
	



15
	2.4495
	1.15981


Table 11 to 14
	Table 
	Description of Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD
	
	SD

	11.
	The media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors
	106
	68
	19
	4
	
1
	1.6.62
	.78316

	12.
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable.
	58
	90
	37
	11
	
2
	2.0354
	.89202

	13.
	The media plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable.
	59
	78
	41
	16
	
3
	2.1168
	.98020

	14.
	I feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through media coverage
	66
	83
	29
	14
	

6
	2.0455
	1.01908


In table 5 to 7, respondents’ familiarity to media reportage of corruption in public sector was evaluated. From the 198 responses retrieved, 192 respondents have consumed news related to the public sectors in Nigera. 70 of the 192 respondents consume the news daily, 60 few time a week, 38 once a week and 24 rarely. Only 4 (2%) respondents has never consumed news related to the public sector in Nigeria. Also in table 6, 47 respondents get news about corruption in the public sector via television, 48 via Newspaper, another 48 via online news, 42 via social media platforms and 13 via radio. In table 7, 124 respondents maintained a positive standpoint that the media report corruption in the public sector with accuracy. While 35 were neutral, 24 admitted it is reported less accurately and 15 admitted that it is not reported accurately. 
Sequentially, in table 11, majority of the respondents (174) admitted that the media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors while other respondents indicated a contrast view to the statement. Also in table 12, majority (148) of the respondents alluded that media reports on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable while other respondents were undecided and disproved the statement. In table 13, a total 137 respondents being the majority claimed that the media plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable. 41 were undecided and others disproved the statement. Lastly in table 14,149 respondents also claimed that they feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through media coverage.
In respect to the analyzed tables above, over 68% of respondents that gave responses to the questions and statements under research question one posed positive standpoints. The tables indicate that the public are aware of happenings in public sectors and consistently consume report about corruption in the Nigeria public sector. Base on the foregoing, it can however be affirmed that there are wide range of public knowledge about media reportage of corruption in Nigeria public sectors.
RQ 2: What impact do media reportage of corruption in public sectors have among Nigerian students?
Research question two seek explore the impact of media reportage of corruption in public on Nigeria students. Table 8&9, 15 to 18 answered this question.
Table 8 & 9
	Table 
	Description of Items
	Increases my awareness about corruption
	Makes me more skeptical about the public sector
	Motivates me to take action against corruption
	Makes me feel helpless and hopeless
	Doesn't influence my perception
	
	SD

	8.
	How does media reportage of corruption in the public sector influence your perception of the issue?

	75
	51
	42
	12
	






17
	2.2132
	1.25569


	
	Yes, I am likely to engage in corrupt practices
	No, it doesn't affect my behavior
	I am not sure
	
	SD

	9.
	Do media reports about corruption in the public sector influence your willingness to engage in corrupt practices?
	59
	91
	46
	1.9337
	.73078


Table 15 to 18
	Table 
	Description of Items
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD
	
	SD

	15.
	Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has motivated me to take a stand against corruption in my daily life
	66
	75
	34
	13
	

10
	2.1212
	. 1.10166

	16.
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors have increased my interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability
	62
	88
	30
	13
	


4
	2.0305
	.95783

	17. 
	Media reportage of corruption in public sectors has made me more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption
	74
	70
	39
	10
	


5
	2.0000
	1.00253

	18.
	Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has heightened my sense of responsibility as a citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity
	63
	79
	38
	12
	

5
	2.0711
	.99233


In table 15 to 18, a total of 141 respondents indicated that media coverage of corruption in public sectors has motivated them to take a stand against corruption in their daily life.150 respondents alluded that media reports on corruption in public sectors have increased their interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability, 144 respondents claimed that media reportage of corruption in public sectors has made them more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption and 142 respondents also indicated that Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has heightened my sense of responsibility as a citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity. In item 8, 75 respondents indicated that media reportage of corruption in the public sector increases their awareness about corruption, 51 stated that it makes me more skeptical about the public sector, 42 respondents said it motivates me to take action against corruption, 12 respondents inclined that it makes me feel helpless and hopeless while 17 of the respondents said ti doesn't influence their perception. Also in table 8, 59 respondents alluded that media reports about corruption in the public sector is likely to engage them in corrupt practices, 91 respondents claimed it doesn't affect my behavior while 46 respondents are not sure of the influence of media reportage of corruption in public sector on their behaviour. Base on the foregoing, the data supplied in the tables under research question two indicated that media reportage of corruption in public sector has significant impact among Nigeria students.
RQ 3: What are the perceptions of Nigerian students on media reportage of corruption in public sectors?
Research question three aims to discover the perception of Nigerian students on media reportage of corruption in public sector.Table 10, 19-22 answered this question
Table 10& 19-22
	Table 
	Description of Items
	Very possibly
	Possibly
	Neutral
	Less Possibly
	Not at all
	
	SD


	10.
	How possibly are you to report corruption if you come across it in your daily activities?
	

58
	

64
	

42
	

19
	

14
	

2.3249
	

1.19780


In table 10, 58 the data supplied indicated that 122 of 198 respondents that answered the question are likely to report corruption if they come across it in their daily activities. In item 19-22, a total of 144 respondents admitted that media reportage of corruption in public sectors is instrumental in creating awareness among the general public about the negative impacts of corruption on society, 38 were undecided while other refuted the statement. 129 respondents admitted that media reports on corruption in public sectors contribute to the erosion of public trust in government institutions and officials, 49 were undecided while others disproved the statement. 109 respondents admitted that media coverage of corruption in public sectors focuses on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis, 44 were undecided while other refuted the claim. Lastly in table 22, a total 112 respondents alluded that media reports on corruption in public sectors disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels. 49 respondents were undecided while other refuted the statement.
Under research question three, data supplied indicated that respondents maintained several stances in respect to their perceptions about Nigerian students and media reportage of corruption in public sectors. Base on the data given, closely 60% of the total sampled respondents indicated a positive remark on their level of agreement with the statements contain in table 10, 19 to 22.

4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
According to research question one, the result indicated that the public are aware of happenings in public sectors and consistently consume report about corruption in the Nigeria public sector. Hence, the study affirmed that there are wide range of public knowledge about happenings in Nigeria public sector as reported by the media and media reportage about corruption are often the major news usually digested by the public which can inadvertently affect Nigeria students. This finding corroborates with Nwuneli and Nwosu (2012), who in their study found out that media reports expose students to the realities of corruption within the public sector and can prompt students to defect from their own pre-exist ethical values and behavior. On the contrary, Adeyemi and Okorie (1009),alluded consistent reports of corruption cases by the media may develop a stronger commitment to integrity, honesty, and anti-corruption principles. The duo added that “such considerations can influence their future actions and decision-making, both in their personal lives and in their potential roles as future professionals and leaders”.
As regard research question two, analyzed data indicated that there is quite immeasurable implication of media reportage of corruption in Nigeria public sector on Nigeria students. The study find out that consistent media reportage of corruption in Nigeria public sector can lead to the following causal effect on Nigerian students: motivate them to take a stand against corruption, increase their interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability, enhance inclinations to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption etc. This finding however corroborates with the submission of Obianigwe. N. O. (1008), who alluded that “Media reports on corruption can spark a desire for change among students. They may become more politically aware, engage in discussions, and join activism movements that demand transparency, accountability, and anti-corruption measures. This can lead to an increased focus on social justice and civic participation among students.”
As regard research question three, students’ perception of media reportage of corruption in public sector was sought. This study finds out that Nigerian students perceive that media reports on corruption in public sectors will erode public trust in government institutions and officials, focus on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis, disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels etc. James et al (1004:453), buttress the finding that “Media reports on corruption may not always provide a balanced view of the situation. Sensationalism, biased reporting, or selective coverage can distort the understanding of students, leading to a skewed perception of the issue. Without access to diverse and objective information, students may develop misconceptions or stereotypes that hinder their ability to analyze the situation critically”. Falana, F. (2012), emphasized more on the finding that media reports of corruption can foster a sense of skepticism and cynicism among students. “they may develop a general distrust towards public officials and institutions, which can negatively impact their belief in the effectiveness of governance structures”. This skepticism can hinder their engagement in civic activities and discourage them from actively participating in public affairs.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary
This project examines the pivotal role of investigative journalism in exposing corruption among public officials in Ilorin metropolis. Through an in-depth analysis, the study seeks to understand how investigative reporting has contributed to uncovering and publicizing corrupt practices, thereby promoting accountability and transparency in governance.
The project's objectives are to investigate the role of investigative journalism in exposing corruption, identify the techniques used by journalists to uncover corrupt practices, and assess the impact of investigative reports on public opinion and policy-making. Additionally, the study aims to explore the challenges faced by investigative journalists in pursuing stories on corruption among public officials.
By shedding light on the importance of investigative journalism in promoting good governance, this project hopes to contribute to the development of strategies that support and protect investigative journalists. The findings of this study will be valuable for journalists, policymakers, and civil society organizations working to promote transparency and accountability in governance. Ultimately, the project seeks to promote a culture of accountability and transparency in Ilorin metropolis, and to highlight the critical role that investigative journalism plays in achieving this goal.
 	The first chapter covers the introduction of the study, background to the study, statement of the problem (which exposed the problem the study identified and seek to resolve), research questions, the significant of the study, the scope of the study and definition of terms. The second chapter focused on the conceptual framework, theoretical approach and review of related literatures. Framing theory of the mass media was adopted by the researcher in justification of claims. The third chapter focuses on the research method. A survey research design was considered most suitable for the study. A structured questionnaire instrument was adopted for collection and administered to total of two-hundred (100) respondents. The chapter four presented the data analysis and discussion of the findings. The analysis was presented in tabular form using chi-square (x2) method of data analysis. Finally, chapter five discussed the summary of the study, the conclusion of the study base on the outcome of the findings and recommendations of the study. 
5.2	Conclusion
The critical challenge which the stubborn persistence and growing virulence of corruption poses to all Nigerians of integrity and conscience is, therefore, how to roll back the escalating phenomenon of corruption in our public life and terminate the culture of impunity that underpins it. Meeting this challenge will involve the mounting of a determined and robust struggle to change the constitutional and legal order and the power configuration in the Nigerian society such that the vast majority of marginalized Nigerian men and women are empowered to participate freely, actively and maximally in the politics, economy and overall culture of the society.
The necessary expedient of empowering the Nigerian working people vis-à-vis the corrupt and subversive political leader can be facilitated by pursuing the minimum political agenda of democratic governance. The constitutional entrenchment of the principle that the Nigerian people in their respective constituencies have the power to recall at any point in time any elected official who has been found by due process to abuse or betray the people’s mandate.
The role of the media is critical in efforts against corruption. As a result, there must be careful structuring of the relationship between anti-corruption officials and, in many cases, there must also be efforts to develop or enhance the capabilities of the media to ensure that they can function effectively as recipients of information about corruption, appraise such information in an independent manner, use it meaningfully as the basis of further communications and disseminate it to the general public.
In addition to independence and credibility, critical functions of the journalistic media include their ability to digest and render detailed technical materials accessible to the general population. This is essential to general awareness raising and public education, but also entails a high degree of responsibility and the exercise of discretion, since it necessarily involves editorial or “gatekeeping” exercises, in which the media must decide which information to report and which to leave out.
5.3	Recommendations
Based on the foregoing findings and conclusion, this study recommends that:
· It is essential to provide protection for investigative journalists, including ensuring their safety and security, and protecting them from threats, intimidation, and violence. This can be achieved through the establishment of a safe and secure environment for journalists to operate, as well as providing adequate security measures.
· Access to information is critical for investigative journalists to conduct their work effectively. Therefore, it is recommended that laws and policies be put in place to provide access to public information, including records and documents related to government activities and decision-making. Public officials should also be transparent and accountable in their actions, and provide timely and accurate information to journalists and the public.
· Training and capacity building programs are also essential for investigative journalists to enhance their skills and knowledge in areas such as investigative reporting, data analysis, and digital security. This can be achieved through workshops, seminars, and online courses, as well as mentorship programs that pair experienced journalists with younger or less experienced ones.
· Support for investigative journalism is crucial, including financial and technical support to investigative journalists and media organizations. This can be achieved through grants, funding for specific investigations, and support for investigative journalism projects. Partnerships with other organizations and institutions can also provide valuable resources and expertise.
· Promoting transparency and accountability in governance is also vital. This can be achieved through initiatives such as open data portals, budget tracking, and other tools that provide citizens with access to information about government activities. Public officials should be encouraged to engage in open and transparent decision-making processes, and to provide clear explanations for their actions.
· Collaboration between investigative journalists and civil society organizations is also recommended. This can be achieved through partnerships, joint investigations, and information-sharing, which can help to promote transparency and accountability.
· Policy reforms are necessary to promote transparency and accountability in governance. This includes laws that protect journalists' rights and provide access to information, as well as laws that protect sources and whistleblowers. By implementing these recommendations, investigative journalism can be supported and protected, and its effectiveness in exposing corruption among public officials in Ilorin metropolis can be enhanced.
· The autonomy of the media is essential to enable it to assess Government information critically and objectively and to ensure its reports are credible to the population as a whole. Thus, Government contacts with the media must be transparent, and they must not compromise the essential autonomy of the media, either in practice or in public perceptions. 
REFERENCES
Adesina, F. (1008, December 9th). Journalists Role in Anti- corruption War. Nigerian Compass Asemah, E. (1009). Principles And Practice of Mass Communication. Jos: Future Press.\
Adebowale, Y. and A.M. Ali, 1009. Halliburton - U.S. Seeks Extradition of Briton in NLNG Bribe Scandal. This Day. Retrived from: http://www.africanloft. com/halliburton-bribery-scandal-nigerian-groupcollects- signatures-globally/. (Accessed date: May 9, 1009).
Adesina, F., 1008. Analyst Examine Journalist Role in Anti-corruption War. Nigerian Compass, 9 December. Afrobarometer, 1004. Afrobarometer round 2: compendium of comparative results from a 15- country survey. Working Paper No. 34.
Agbada, P., 1009. Brass LGA: Bayelsa Lawmakers Freeze Account Sack Care-taker Chairman. Beam Newspaper, 7(43). Retrived from: www.http://www.beamnewsonline.com/. (Accessed date: October 20-26, 1009).
Ahrend, R., 1002. Press freedom, human capital, and corruption, DELTA Working Paper, No. 1002-11,DELTA.
Akinseye-George, Y., 1000. Jurist Nigerian Co r r e s p o n d e n t . Re t r iv e d from: h t t p : //jurist.lawpitt.edu/world/nigeria.cor.2.html
Ameh, M., 1007. Between TI and Corruption Crusade in Nigeria. 28 October, Vanguard. Auyo, M.A., 1998. Corruption and its control in public and private corporate. Paper presented at a Seminar organized on Fraud Prevention and Control by Kag- Gift Consult, Central Hotel, Kano, Nigeria.
Ayoola, E., 1008. Contemporary Media Practice in Nigeria and Democracy. Media Right Agenda. January 5, Retrived from: www.mediarightagenda. org.
Bello H., H. A. (2014). Press coverage of Human Rights issues in Nigeria: A study of Daily Trustand Newswatch Magazine. Yankari journal Federal polytechnic Bauchi .
Bello-Imam, I.B., 1004. Corruption and NationalDevelopment. In: Bello-Imam, I.B. and M. Obadan,(Eds.), Democratic Governance and DevelopmentManagement in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. Ibadan:Centre for Local Government and RuralDevelopment Studies, pp: 199-203.
Dandago, K.I., 1008. The constitutional fight againstcorruption in Nigeria: Is it enough? Int. J. Govt.Financ. Manage., 8: 61-70.Diamond, L., 1991. Political corruption: Nigeria’sperennial struggle. 
Djankov, S., 1000. Who owns the media? PolicyResearch Working Paper 2620, World Bank.
Egbuna, B., 1007. Using the media to encouragetransparency and disclosure: The Nigerianexperience. A paper delivered at BroadcastingAssociation Regional Conference, Kenya.
Fagbadebo, O., 1007. Corruption, governance andpolitical instability in Nigeria. Afr. J. Polit. Sci. Int.Rela., 1(2): 028-037.
Gray, C.W. and D. Kaufmann, 1998. Corruption andDevelopment. Retrived from: www.worldbank.com/fandd/english/0398/articles/ 020398/html.
Griswold, W., 1000. Bearing Witness: Readers, Writersand the Novel in Nigeria, Princeton, New Jersey:Princeton University Press.
Groenendijk, N.S., 1997. A Principle-Agent Model ofCorruption. Crime Law Social Ch., 27: 217-218.
Guardian Reporter, 1006. Media Owners, Editors JoinAnti-Corruption Drive. Tanzania Guardian. 24thApril, Retrived from: www.ippmedia.com
Ikhilae, E., 1009. Court Nullifies Deportation of VaswaniBrothers, 32 Others. The Nation. Retrived from:http://cigbokwe.wordpress.com/1009/04/27/vaswanibrothers-and -tax-ev asion /. (Accessed date: MAY 5, 2024).
International Freedom of Expression Exchange, 1009.Journalist goes into Hiding, Fears for his Life.August 21, Retrived from: www.campaigns.ifex.org.
Jimo, H., T. Sy and D. Wade, 1001. West and West- Central Africa. In: Global Corruption Report. Berlin: Transparency International, pp: 81-94. Retrieved from: http://www.globalcorruptionreport.org.
Johnston, M., 1997. What can be done about entrenched corruption? Paper prepared the Annual World Bank Conference on Development Economics, Washington, D C, 30 April - 1 May.
Kaufmann, D., 1999. Presentation given to World Bank staff.
Kew, D., 1006. Nigeria. In: Tatic, S. (Ed.), Countries at the Crossroads. New York: Freedom House.
Klitgaard, R., 1996. Bolivia: H ealing Sick Institutions inLa Paz. In: Patrick, M. (Ed.), Governance and the Economy in Africa: Tools for Analysis and Reform of Corruption. University of Maryland Press: College Park.
Konie, G., 1003. National Reconciliation. The Post, A Zambian Newspaper, Wed. July 23. No. 2471, pp: 11. Langseth, P., J. Pope and R. Stapenhurst, 1997. The role of a national integrity system in fighting corruption. EDI Working Paper. The World Bank, Washington, D.C.
Llyod, P.C., 1967. Africa in Social Change. Baltimore:Penguin.
Okoro, N., & Odoemelam, C. C. (2013). Investigative Journalism and Corruption in Nigeria: A Study of the 
Punch Newspaper. New Media and Mass Communication, 11, 20–28.
GIJN (2020). Investigative Journalism: Defining the Craft. Global Investigative Journalism Network.
Ibekwe, N. (2020). The Future of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria. Premium Times Centre for Investigative 
Journalism (PTCIJ).
Okoro, N., & Ugwuanyi, J. (2006). *Press and Anti-Corruption Crusade in Nigeria: An Appraisal of the Role
Adeyemi, A. (2013). The Role of Investigative Journalism in Democratic Governance: A Nigerian Perspective. 
Nigerian Journal of Communication, 11(2), 65–78.
Obonyo, L., & Nyabuga, G. (2012). The Role of Media in Promoting Transparency and Accountability: 
Challenges and Opportunities in East Africa. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.
ICIJ (2016). Panama Papers: Politicians, Criminals and the Rogue Industry That Hides Their Cash. Retrieved 
from https://www.icij.org
Bradshaw, P., & Rohumaa, L. (2011). The Online Journalism Handbook: Skills to Survive and Thrive in the 
Digital Age. Pearson Education.
Houston, B. (2010). The Investigative Reporter’s Handbook: A Guide to Documents, Databases, and 
Techniques. Bedford/St. Martin’s.
Freedom of Information Act (Nigeria), 2011.
ICIR Nigeria. (2022). Tools and Techniques in Modern Investigative Journalism. www.icirnigeria.org
Premium Times Centre for Investigative Journalism (PTCIJ). (2020). Guidelines for Ethical and Safe 
Investigations.
Leaks.ng. (2021). A Platform for Whistleblower Protection and Investigative Support.
Anas, A. A. (2016). Undercover Journalism and the Ethics of Exposure. Ghana Investigative Journalists Review.
Okoro, N. & Diri, C. T. (2012). “Investigative Journalism and the Fight Against 
Corruption in Nigeria.” Journal of Media Studies, 3(1), 115–132.
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear respondent,
This dissertation attempt to research the “The Roles of Investigative Journalism in Exposing Corruption among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis”. The study is exclusively an academic exercise. I humbly seek your indulgence to assist by filling the following questions as honestly as possible. I avow that all information given shall be treated with keen confidentiality and used for academic purpose only. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 				
Researcher
SECTION A
Demographic Profile of Respondents
Kindly tick (√) the appropriate option in the space boxes provided.
1. Sex: (a) Male [   ]   (b) Female [   ]
2. Age: (a) 20-35  [   ]   (b) 36-45 [   ]  (c) 46 and above [  ]
3. Academic Level: (a) ND I [   ]    (b)  ND II [   ]   (c)  HND I [   ] (d) HND II [  ]
4. Marital status: (a) Single [   ]   (b)  Married [   ]    (c) Others [   ]
SECTION B
Media Reportage of Corruption in Nigeria Public Sectors
Instruction: Please tick (√) appropriately in the space boxes provided below or comment where necessary in gaps.
1. How often do you consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria? (a) Daily [  ] (b) Few times a week [  ]  (c) Once a week [  ]  (d) Rarely [  ]  (e) Never [  ]
2. Which source do you primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector? (a) Television [  ]  (b) Newspapers [  ]   (c) Online news websites [  ]   (d) Social media platforms [  ]   (e) Radio [  ]
3. How accurately does the media report corruption in the public sector? (a) Very accurate [  ]   (b) Accurate [  ]   (c) Neutral [  ]  (d) Less accurate [  ]  (d) Not accurate [  ]
4. How does media reportage of corruption in the public sector influence your perception of the issue? (a) Increases my awareness about corruption [  ]   (b) Makes me more skeptical about the public sector [  ]   (c) Motivates me to take action against corruption [  ]   (d) Makes me feel helpless and hopeless [  ]  (e) Doesn't influence my perception [  ]
5. Do media reports about corruption in the public sector influence your willingness to engage in corrupt practices? (a) Yes, I am likely to engage in corrupt practices [  ]  (b) No, it doesn't affect my behavior [  ](c) I am not sure [  ]
6. How possibly are you to report corruption if you come across it in your daily activities? (a) Very possibly [  ]  (b) possibly [  ]   (c) Neutral [  ]  (d) Less possibly [  ]   (e) Not at all [  ]
SECTION C
            Statements on Research Questions
Instruction: Tick (√) an option in the space boxes provided that best describe your level of agreement with the statements below in respect to the identified research questions.
Keywords: Strongly agree [SA]-Agree [A]-Undecided [U]-Disagree [D]-Strongly disagree [SD]
	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	OPTIONS

	
	
	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	RQ1: What is the public knowledge of investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis?
	1.

	Investigative Journalism effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2.
	Investigative Journalism on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3.
	Investigative Journalism plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.
	I feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through Investigative Journalism.
	
	
	
	
	

	RQ2: What impact do investigative journalism on corruption in Public Sectors have among Public Officials in Ilorin Metropolis?

	5.
	Investigative Journalism of corruption in public sectors has motivated me to take a stand against corruption in my daily life.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6.
	Investigative Journalism on corruption in public sectors have increased my interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7.
	Investigative Journalism of corruption in public sectors has made me more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8.
	Investigative Journalism of corruption in public sectors has heightened my sense of responsibility as a citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity.
	
	
	
	
	

	RQ3: What are the perceptions of Public Officials on investigative journalism of corruption in public sectors?

	9
	Investigative Journalism of corruption in public sectors is instrumental in creating awareness among the general public about the negative impacts of corruption on society.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	10
	Investigative Journalism on corruption in public sectors contribute to the erosion of public trust in government institutions and officials.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	11
	Investigative Journalism of corruption in public sectors focuses on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12
	Investigative Journalism on corruption in public sectors disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels.
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