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ABSTRACT
Police brutality has emerged as one of the most pressing human rights issues in Nigeria, sparking public outrage, civic protests, and calls for institutional reform. The role of the mass media in exposing, documenting, and amplifying these cases has become increasingly significant, particularly during movements such as the #EndSARS protests. This study examined the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria, with a focus on Ilorin, Kwara State.
The research employed a survey design, using a structured questionnaire administered to staff of the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA), Ilorin, and other respondents, with a total sample size of 40 participants selected through simple random sampling. Data were analyzed using frequency counts and percentages, presented in tables for clarity.
Findings revealed that the mass media—particularly social media and television—play a pivotal role in raising awareness, influencing public opinion, and mobilizing collective action against police misconduct. Social media emerged as the most effective platform for highlighting abuses due to its immediacy, accessibility, and interactivity. The study further showed that media campaigns have pressured government and police authorities toward reforms, although the changes achieved remain slow and inconsistent. Challenges identified include censorship, threats to journalists, limited access to credible information, and public apathy.
The study concludes that while mass media remain indispensable in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria, their effectiveness is constrained by institutional weaknesses and threats to press freedom. It recommends stronger media protection, investment in investigative journalism, greater use of digital platforms, and collaboration with civil society groups to sustain advocacy for justice and human rights.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0	INTRODUCTION
1.1	BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
The Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) was created in Lagos State in 1992, during a time when the city grappled with the growing influence of violent armed robbers, such as the infamous Shina Rambo (Midenda, 2017). SARS began as a covert arm of the Nigerian Police Force, conducting undercover operations against criminal syndicates. However, within two decades of its creation, the unit expanded across Nigeria, including into Kwara State, without the establishment of a uniform structure or clear regulatory framework. This lack of oversight led to numerous reports of human rights abuses, unlawful detentions, and extrajudicial killings by officers attached to the unit. In Kwara State, particularly in the capital city of Ilorin, several documented and anecdotal accounts of police brutality have emerged. Local residents, especially young men, have recounted experiences of arbitrary stop-and-search operations, extortion at police checkpoints, and unprovoked arrests often based on profiling rather than evidence. Communities in areas such as Tanke, Gaa-Akanbi, and Sawmill have reported frequent confrontations with law enforcement officers, many of whom operate without identification or proper justification for their actions.
The role of mass media in Ilorin and across Kwara State has been pivotal in shedding light on these abuses. Local radio stations such as Midland FM, Royal FM, and Harmony FM have aired call-in programs where residents share their experiences and grievances regarding police misconduct. These platforms not only provide a voice to victims but also serve to hold law enforcement agencies accountable by bringing public attention to their actions.
Community-based newspapers and online blogs such as The Informant247, Fresh Insight, and Kwara Tabloid have published investigative reports and op-eds highlighting instances of police abuse. These media outlets have also interviewed legal experts, civil society leaders, and law enforcement officials to provide balanced coverage and suggest paths toward reform. In addition, citizen journalism has gained momentum in Ilorin, with residents using mobile phones and social media to record and share incidents of brutality in real time.
Beyond traditional media, student journalists from the University of Ilorin and Kwara State University have played a growing role in reporting on civil rights issues. Through campus radio, school publications, and social media, these young reporters have raised awareness and engaged their peers in discussions on the role of the police and the need for ethical law enforcement practices.
Religious leaders and community elders in Kwara State have also used media platforms to advocate for justice and peace. They frequently appear on radio shows and public service programs to condemn brutality and urge authorities to act in accordance with constitutional and humanitarian principles. These voices, amplified by the media, contribute significantly to shaping public opinion and influencing policy decisions.
Despite these efforts, challenges remain. Journalists and media personnel in Ilorin sometimes face intimidation when covering sensitive police-related stories. Access to official information is often limited, and whistleblowers may fear retaliation. Nonetheless, the persistence of the local media in exposing injustice continues to play a critical role in demanding transparency and reform within the police force. Mass media in Ilorin and across Kwara State serves not only as a watchdog against police brutality but also as a catalyst for civic engagement and institutional reform. By documenting abuses, giving voice to victims, and fostering dialogue between the public and authorities, the media remains an indispensable tool in the ongoing fight against unlawful policing in Nigeria.
.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
In recent years, the rise of social media and digital communication tools has transformed how individuals, organizations, and governments disseminate information and interact with the public. These platforms have become vital in shaping public discourse and enabling citizens to hold authorities accountable. In Nigeria, including in Ilorin, Kwara State, issues of police misconduct and human rights violations have gained significant attention through the amplification provided by both traditional mass media and new media platforms.
The mass media, by their very nature, are essential instruments in promoting transparency, accountability, and justice in society. They serve as watchdogs over government institutions and act as a voice for the voiceless by exposing abuse, corruption, and systemic failures. The media perform these functions through reporting, educating, and informing the public, with the aim of safeguarding constitutional rights and promoting social change.
However, despite the crucial role of the media in defending human rights and ensuring governmental accountability, cases of police brutality and extrajudicial killings continue to be reported across the country—including in Kwara State. Residents of Ilorin have experienced several instances where law enforcement agents have been accused of excessive force, harassment, unlawful arrests, and abuse of power. These occurrences raise concerns about the effectiveness of both the Nigeria Police Force and the media in addressing and curbing such violations.
While the Nigeria Police Force is constitutionally mandated to protect citizens from harm and uphold justice, some of its officers have instead been implicated in acts of violence against the very citizens they are meant to serve. This contradiction has led to growing public distrust in the police system. Moreover, despite efforts by the media to highlight such issues, many believe that the media have not done enough to fulfill their roles as protectors of civil liberties and defenders of the common citizen.
This situation, therefore, presents a critical problem: how effective is the mass media in Ilorin, Kwara State, in fulfilling its role as a tool for fighting police brutality and promoting human rights? Is the media performing its responsibility of surveillance and advocacy for the public, or is it falling short of its mandate in the face of persistent abuses by security agencies? These are the key concerns that necessitate an academic investigation into the media's role in addressing police brutality in Kwara State and Nigeria as a whole.
1.3	Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality with a particular reference to Ilorin Kwara. The specific objectives include the following:
1. To examine the dimensions of coverage adopted by mass media against police brutality in Ilorin Kwara.
2. To determine the contributions of Mass Media towards human rights reportage in Ilorin Kwara.
3. To identify the specific achievements of mass media on 	police brutality reportage in the state.
1.4	Research Questions
	The study is guided by the following research questions:
1. What are the dimensions of coverage adopted by mass media against police brutality in Ilorin Kwara?
2. What are the specific contributions of Mass Media towards 	human rights reportage in Ilorin Kwara?
3. What are the challenges faced by mass media in reporting 	police brutality in Ilorin Kwara state?

1.5	Scope of the Study
	The study focused on the role of the Mass media in the fight against police brutality in Ilorin Kwara state. The Mass Media are believed to carry out surveillance function and to expose or report criminal activities. Though, the protest was carried out on major parts of the country, the coverage by the Mass Media, however focus on the Ilorin the state capital which also experienced the protest on police brutality.
1.6	Significance of the Study
The study will benefit Mass Media professionals and the general public concerning police brutality. The Mass Media professionals will gain more knowledge about their surveillance role towards the fight against police brutality. It is expected that with this insight, the media professionals will be exposed their roles in the fight against police brutality. The public on their part will be able to understand the role of Mass Media against police brutality in Ilorin Kwara state.
Finally, this study shall become a reference material for other researchers in Mass Communication and other related departments. It is expected that the study will add to academic knowledge.
1.7	Limitation of the Study
There is no study undertaken by a researcher that is perfect. The imperfection of any research is always due to some factors negatively affecting a researcher in the course of carrying out research.  Therefore, time constraint has shown no mercy to the research. The limited time has to be shared among many alternative uses, which includes reading, attending lectures and writing of this research, also distance and its attendant costs of travelling to obtain information which may enhance the writing of this study was a major limitation.
1.8	Definition of Terms
Newspaper: This is a folded, unstapled piece of paper carrying news, articles, ads, and communication that is usually published daily or weekly. 
Television: Television is a system for turning visual images (including sound) into electrical impulses, sending them through radio or other means, and displaying them on a screen electronically. 
Radio: This is genre of Mass Media that disseminate information using audio signal to the audience. It is the transmission and receipt of radio frequency electromagnetic waves, particularly those carrying sound messages. 
Police Brutality: This is the extra judiciary activities of the police against common citizen in the society.
Mass Media: These are channels for mass communication for the purpose of informing, educating and entertaining the audience. Films, radio, recorded music, and television are examples of broadcast media that transfer information electronically.
SARS: This is acronym for Special Anti-Robbery Squad created in 1992 to eradicate arm robbery in the society.
Social Mobilization: This is the function of the mass media that seek to motivate the public for social changes and transformation in the society.
Surveillance: This is the observation of behavior, a variety of activities, or information with the goal of acquiring information, influencing, managing, or guiding it.














CHAPTER TWO
2.0	LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	Introduction
This chapter presents the review of related literature on the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality with a particular reference to Ilorin Kwara state. Views and opinions of other authors will be presented as follows.
2.2	EMERGENCE AND CREATION OF THE NIGERIA POLICE
The emergence of the police can be traced back to the era of the mutual pledge system. Mutual pledge system was a fore runner to the institution of Police force in Britain. Under the mutual pledge system, villagers were responsible for their safety as well as protection of their settlements from thieves and marauders. It was a sort of collective responsibility for everybody. Ten families were grouped into collectives, called a tithing, and entrusted with the task of protecting their settlements from thieves and marauders. The tithing was rearranged into a hundred, supervised by one amongst them though appointed by the local noble. The appointee who is considered the first real police officer deals with more serious breaches of the law. With the passage of time, there was a reorganization of the mutual pledge system in such a way that hundreds of families formed shires, an equivalent of local government area of today. Similarly, the head of the shire, known as sheriff was appointed by a king or queen to supervise a certain territory and ensured that law and order was kept. In this arrangement, the sheriff soon began to pursue and apprehend law violators hence the creation of the Office of Justice of Peace in about 1326. In due course, the Justices of peace took on judicial functions in addition to their primary duty as peace keepers. A formal system of security watch developed in which the local constable became the operational assistant to the Justice of the Peace supervising the night watch, investigating offences, serving summons, executing warrants, and securing prisoners. Gradually, the mutual pledge system died-out for the following reasons:
i.	What was everybody’s duty was nobody’s duty;
ii.	People no longer had respect for the constables because 	some of them were illiterates;
iii.	There was some reliance on paid night watchmen.
	Thereafter, there emerged the industrial revolution which lured thousands from countryside to work in the larger towns. The low wages earned by the swelling population could hardly sustain them and as result, there was increase in crime which heightened the need for formal protection. The development of organic solidarity which replaced mechanical solidarity brought a change in communal social life and a decline in community sense of belonging. In response from established citizens, the government passed statutes creating new protection agency in England. The agency employed three Justices of Peace who employed six able and healthy persons as staffers (constables). Thereafter, law began to be more centralized and professional. In furtherance to this, a protection agency was created through the acts of parliament. With time, the protection agency was re-branded as the first organised Police force in London with members being cloaked in a distinctive uniform and led by two magistrates, who were later given the title of Commissioner.
	However, it is instructive to note that in as much as the people wanted the establishment of a protection agency; the institutionalization of a professional, uniformed protection agency was resisted by many people for the simple reason that they feared that an armed protection agency in the hands of the Central Government might threaten their freedom. Besides, the people were aware that the professional uniformed protection agency was principally established to protect the rulers rather than them. Despite the resistance of the idea of armed, military-style police on the British soil; it was introduced into Nigeria not necessarily to undermine human rights which were the bane of its rejection, but to protect the colonial masters as well as the interest of the metropolitan (British) economy in whatever form deemed necessary. Sequel to the stated, the police became a tool to harass, intimidate and employ violence against opponents, and in most situations lynch them. Expounding this assertion, Nwabueze (1992) declares that during the era of regionalism in Nigeria, each region had its own local police. However, he contended that the local police forces in the Northern Nigeria were turned into the local arms of the parties in power. As a result, criminal charges against anyone in government were disregarded. The injustice inherent in the regional policing ignited the call for a single police force for the country. However, since the unification, one wonders if a change has occurred between what Nwabueze (1992) queried about and what is occurring in contemporary times where only members of the opposition are being hunted. The subversion of the rule of law and professionalism would have been off the media. But the disruption of campaigns by armed thugs as witnessed in the concluded gubernatorial elections in Kogi and Bayelsa States (Nigeria), where amongst other claims people were beheaded in one of the states in order to snatched election materials, but the burning to death of a woman leader of one of the political parties in inside her private residence will ever remain a horrible commentary in the annals of the elections in Nigeria. 	While the inactivity of the police remains condemnable, the purported body language or declarations of her allegiance to the federal government is difficult to comprehend. Agreed this is against Article 26 of the ICCPR that provides that all persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination equal protection before the law. But what do we make of the Police Act that kicks against any undue arrangement with any government or political party in Nigeria? Frustratingly, the body language of the police hierarchy seems to suggest that “failure to support the government is tantamount to rebellion, and therefore, a punishable offense” (Amnesty International, 2002). Disappointing as it may seem, all these aberrations and consequences on human rights are self-evident of the forceful imposition of policing on the Nigerian people by the imperialists.
Undoubtedly, section 194 (1) of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Nigeria, 1999) that created the Nigeria Police Force as the National Police with exclusive jurisdiction throughout the country was silent on profiling the character of recruits; there was no background check on who and who must be recruited. Obviously, that seems to be the herculean task as all kinds of individuals have been enrolled into the force. 	Unfortunately, no one seems to view it as a handicap. Surprisingly however, the colonial masters accentuated on refined character as bedrock for recruitment in their land. But in Nigeria, the hypocritical stance of the colonial policing is vexatious. As a result, the police have been epitomizing darkness, brutality, deceit, recklessness and remain the sole proponent of uncompleted investigations. For example, the assassination of Chief Dikibo, a chieftain of Peoples Democratic Party in Rivers State and Chief Bola Ige, the Minister for Justice and Attorney General are still being investigated after about sixteen years as no person yet has been convicted for these high profile murders, even when there are possible clues (Coker and George-Geny, 2014). More worrisome, according to Coker and George-Geny (2014), is the allegation that many of the suspects have been rewarded with electoral and executive appointments. From the foregoing one could easily assert that there is a positive correlation between Nwabueze’s earlier assertions that criminal charges levied against persons in corridors of power are unseen (Nwabueze, 1992) and the prevailing circumstances nowadays.
Of all follies, we have often argued that, there is none greater than reforming the Nigeria police force because her history since inception has been not only of exploitation and brutality, but also protecting the bourgeoisie as it is nowadays. Accordingly, the exploitation and brutality of the Nigeria police remains the reason many a person in government still prefer to keep the force as it is, to preserve the status quo, and thus, see reformers as idealists who have lost touch with reality. While it is lamentable that officers genuflect to perpetual adoration of wealth, murals of dictators, quack-pastors and occultists (who they now body-guard), political thugs, narcotics smugglers, murderers, and religious bigots, can the Nigeria Police still attain greatness and position of respectability? The pains, humiliations, frustrations and disappointments that have tried many souls whose loved ones have continuously been brutally murdered through “accidental charges” by police because they obstructed justice are troubling. At this juncture, we could be tempted to assert that the interpretation of human rights violations by the Nigeria police could be liken to Ayi Kwei Armah’s satirical novel: ‘The beautiful ones are not yet born’ because no one has yet succeeded in laying bare the total pattern of that novel (Armah, 1968). Likewise, no one too has been able to understand the Nigeria police in its entirety. Unfortunately, no one is really hot and bothered about this high level of police brutality being the masterminds by a few individuals whose deception, falsehood, greed and demonic influence is insulating all nooks and crannies of the Nigerian society. And as the year gradually rolls by, so overwhelming is the abuse of human rights that one is forced to pause a moment. Let one’s thoughts on the Nigerian society wander while one stands aside and ponder over the brutality of the Police in Nigeria (PIN), otherwise called the Nigeria Police Force (NPF). While disappointedly, the force suffer from identity crises and also have the odd reputation of snuffing out life from innocent Nigerians at the least provocation, it is undisputable that the police epitomize darkness, brutality, deceit, recklessness and remain the sole proponent of uncompleted investigations. This uncompleted investigation of several deaths has become very ravenous and devastating to an extent that officers have become leprous, both in colour and content. Contradictorily, the police insist that Nigerian citizens are their friends even when no one of us one is safe in their custody. Basically, it has been argued in some circles that until the Police in Nigeria (PIN) become a truly Nigeria Police Force, (NPF) nothing whatsoever can be done to better her corrupt image. For many, the police are walking corpses.
	Admittedly, there has been too much of oppression and brutal display of wickedness by the powerful rich against the poor and needy. In fact, the biting economic situation has reduced Nigerians to either beggars, destitute or prostitutes. The people have gone from bad to worse with virtually every succeeding administration. The people have never had a genuine and truly Nigeria police force that has ever put the national interest over and above parochial, personal and sectional interest. Regrettably, even today, there is nothing in the horizon to suggest any radical departure from the status–quo-ante; because human right abuses are waxing stronger and calling the shots. The Nigeria police have been so much been mismanaged in all spheres of protecting human rights especially at the least provocations that one is tempted to ask the underneath question.
	Does a government really possess superior wisdom to those outside it? There may be some debates here but one cannot be persuaded to accept that an individual or government as a group of individuals possesses superior wisdom. A thousand flowers, as the Chinese are wont to say, should blossom and a thousand thought should contend and so, one therefore believes that even a madman has an antidote to usher in a new beginning for the Nigeria police. Police force that is not in a hurry to collapse on itself should not disallow any mad man to make his prescriptions because there may be some untested and unknown wisdom in him. Really, general insanity could be diagnosed for a police force that abhors criticisms and claims to have superior wisdom to those outside it and it is only a mad man who will pray to identify with such an insane police force. In spite of this, there are still voices that claim the Nigeria police possess that power and authority to right all wrongs against human rights abuse for the restoration of sanity, discipline, morality and dignity of man in the society.

2.3	EMPERICAL REVIEW
POLICE BRUTALITY AND ITS IMPLICATIONS
Undoubtedly, the police are granted enormous powers by law and the constitution to take preventive measures against the commission of all crimes in Nigeria. Under this premise, the law allows them to use such reasonable force as may be necessary for the prevention of crimes. But in the exercise of this authority, there have been many instances of inexcusable killing of guiltless victims by officers of the Nigeria police. This is particularly executed by junior officers who do not act single-handedly or on their own accord. According to verifiable evidence senior police officers are deeply involved in these brutalities. Regrettably, it is upsetting to observe that police management routinely frustrates any efforts to seek redress or justice by injured victims or their families by reassigning the officers responsible for the crime (Alemika, 1993). For example, in buttressing more of police brutality, the case of Chika Elekwachi, a pregnant married woman in Lagos who refused to be identified as a prostitute, and consequently led to being beaten mercilessly by the police to the extent of losing consciousness and going into brutality-induced premature labour for a baby that later died cannot be ignored. According to human rights watch (Human Rights, 2009), Chika’s vehicle was obstructed by a bus; thereafter, one of the three policemen in the said bus came out, pointed a gun at her and ordered her to park. To this, Human Rights Watch (2009) writes:
Occurrences of police brutality of citizens, such as the Chika case, are worrisome and indicative of the indiscipline, impropriety and resultant disappointment in the police. Beating up a married and pregnant woman and stripping her naked because she took an exception to being called a prostitute is a display of insanity and indiscretion. The incident is a misdemeanor.’ and we are pained that police brutality is on the rise despite the pledged commitment of top echelon of the police leadership to renew professionalism in the Force (Human Rights Watch, 2009).
	It is unthinkable that a pregnant woman could be an object of cruelty. The incidence, extent and pattern of police abuse of rights of citizens in the society as earlier observed are hinged on the status of one involved. Cases of police brutality abounds. The case of Chika is one too many. Among other indictments, the organization said the police detain people to extort money or force a confession out of them. Obviously, some of the torture techniques employed in order to extract confession or extort gratification (Alemika, 1993) mirror a dysfunctional police system that operates in the country. More so, it is obvious from the foregoing that the report by the Open Society Justice Initiative (2011) against the police is not only a shocker, but an undisputable fact. According to the report, bribes are demanded from motorists at roadblocks with reckless abandon. At its worst, the report alleges the police massage Chemical Mace and hot chili pepper into the genitals of those it arrests in order to draw out dubious confessions to use as an excuse to summarily execute those they describe as “armed robbers.” In addition, the average police officer on the streets of Nigeria is, most often, armed with horse whip and many of them show considerable enthusiasm in using it on innocent passers-by without provocation. The Report further holds that those who get away with merely being horsewhipped are considered lucky. Many others fare much worse. Writing earlier, Odinkalu (2005) asserts that human safety and security are indeed human rights because they have a value of their own. Undoubtedly, he argues that the state has overriding influence in the security sector and as a result, the legitimacy and right of the people can only be sustained to the extent to which it can guarantee the protection of life and property of its citizens.

2.4	NIGERIAN POLICE’S BRUTALITY, TORTURE AND ABUSE OF 	HUMAN RIGHT
	The activities of the police as an institution are meant to be guided at the national and international level by conventions, standards and treaties (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966). In spite of state prohibitions against torture and custodial misconduct by the police, torture has been reported as being commonly used in police custodies across Nigeria, which is a major reason behind deaths in custody (Amnesty International, 2014). According to the Network on Police Reform in Nigeria, personnel of the Nigeria Police routinely carry out summary executions of persons accused or suspected of crime; rely on torture as a principal means of investigation; commit rape of both sexes, and engage in extortion at nearly every opportunity. Violent treatment of accused persons by the police or other law enforcement officers is strongly against Article 5 of the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, resolution 34/169 of 17 December 1979:
“No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law enforcement official invoke superior orders or exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a threat of war, a threat to national security, internal political instability or any other public emergency as a justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (Richard et al; 2017).
	Constant and consistent reports are received from lawyers, human rights activists, social analysts, and journalists about police regularly demanding bribes, stealing, extorting money and engaging in different forms of brutality and abuse of rights (Aborisade & Fayemi, 2015). However, not many empirical studies have been done regarding this to give detail report about the kind of abuse and the level of the brutality that people are facing when they are being arrested or detained by the police. It may be due to the difficulty researchers will face when they intend to embark on this type of research because gathering data from the police department may not be easy, as they will not want to release such sensitive data.
	Richard and Abolaji concluded that “The systematic brutality of the police affects virtually every Nigerian, though at different levels, as the impact weighs down more on the poor. The operations of the Nigeria Police Force bear almost no resemblance of the requirements of the Nigerian law. The activities of the NPF are at marked variance with protecting human life, safety, and security, as it rather endangers the people they ought to protect. It is evident that lack of capacity to conduct proper criminal investigation is responsible for the reliance of the Police on torture-induced confessions. As a result of the multitude of police stations in the country and the manner of development of the authority and responsibility of these police stations and divisions, there has been little supervision and control of this problem. Urgent measures are therefore required to return policing in Nigeria to the path of lawfulness, respectability, and public confidence. At present, there is no accountability for crimes committed by the police. The NPF is controlled at the federal level and its officers are not answerable to the local populations. The best approach to solve this dilemma of unlawful arrest and detention is through intelligent legislation in respect of the laws governing detention for investigative purposes. Other suggestions include, proper training and retraining of police office, deployment of advanced forensic techniques for investigations, improvement in the capacity of the police in their investigative responsibilities, encouragement of professionalism within its rank and file as well as effective punishment of erring officers as deterrence to others” (Richard et al; 2017).

2.5	THE NIGERIAN YOUTH #ENDSARS# PEACEFUL PROTESTS AND INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
	In the efforts to protest against police brutality in Nigeria, international celebrities were requested to address the Nigerian government to pay good attention to the agitation of the protesters (Raimi et al; 2021). International Musicians regarded as celebrities such as Seun Kuti, Boyce, DJ Switch, Saaki, Davido and other local celebrities were part of the movement. International stars such as Beyonce, Rihanna, John Boyen joined millions of people globally to stand in solidarity with Nigerian protesters and made their impact on social media on #EndSARs#. On October 21, due to the social media influence, the United Nations responded to the cold-blooded killing of the innocent lives of Nigerian youth protesters killed by Nigerian Police and Army on October 20, 2020. The U.N. Secretary-General called for the instant end to the police brutality and the unjust killing of Nigerian youths who are tired of the harassment and were protesting peacefully within their rights. The U.N. called on the Nigerian government to immediately put an end to this violent act. The statement was echoed by the U.S. elect president, Joe Biden, who gave a speech that the Nigerian president and Nigerian Army should end the brutality and work towards a more inclusive country that is sustainable for its citizens. The profound act of using the online platforms to raise awareness of and call for the dissolution of the movement #EndSars raised and captured the global imagination, which resulted in widespread protests that elicited a violent response from the Nigerian government. The Nigerian government's brutal response and the inhumane acts of violence on peaceful protesters and other unrelated groups who manipulated the objectives of the protests did not limit the strength of the protests. The #EndSARs# campaign revealed the in-depth and essential role social media can play in social movement, social mobilization, agitation for good governance, and respect for human rights in Africa (Raimi et al; 2021). Through various social media platforms, the #EndSARs# activists were able to reach out and organize massive movements calling out to thousands of Nigerians to action and holding Nigerian authorities to account, at the same time, catching the attention of the international communities in support for the #EndSARs# campaigns (Iyorza and Nsa, 2020).
	Furthermore, social media allowed financial supports to be raised to feed the protesters, pay for the hospital treatment of those wounded in the struggle and pay for the services of their defense lawyers. Social media was also used to enable lawyers to be called to go to court at short notice for protesters, coordinating logistics about upcoming protests in terms of timing and location (Oginni and Moitui, 2015). Most importantly, social media was using real-time updates to keep people informed about what was happening. In these susceptible areas, Nigerian armed forces were stationed against the protesters (Soladoye and Ojo, 2020).

2.6	SOCIAL MEDIA’S IMPACTS ON #ENDSARS# PROTESTS
	Since its inception in the 1990s, social media has marked a turning point in a communication network (Cammerts, 2015). Billions of people all over the world are now digitalized and internet users. Even the developing economies have implemented different strategies to ensure that their societies are current with technological applications (Obaid, 2020). The current global pandemic, covid-19, further enabled the global economy to be more technologically compliant as people were forced to stay indoors, and the only means of communication was technology. As a result, social media in today's turbulent political environment has enabled previously disconnected and disadvantaged people to access communication networks. Social media has also encouraged people to share and exchange thoughts, perceptions, and ideas across global distances (Ohia and Salawu, 2020).
	Social media, amongst other things, have also given people the opportunity to obtain information from individuals directly rather than relying on existing knowledge from a media organization. As the increase on the web 2.0 technology usage made global waves, the Nigerian community also experienced a massive surge in social media usage, which has benefited the different social movements witnessed in the past two years, including the #EndSARs social training that gained global visibility (Ojedokun et al; 2021). Social movements have played an essential role over the decade in Nigeria. Social activities often initiated by a group of activists or anti-government actors are conducted to express grievances, interests, critiques, and proposed solutions on specific identified problems through collective actions (Cammerts, 2015). Social movements historically involve these key actors leading and organizing the protests. However, social media has successfully replaced the pre-existing mobilization structures and has become a critical tool in organizing and coordinating social movements globally (Ojedokun et al; 2021).
	Social media does not only affect the mobilization of resources but also facilitates restructuring between social movements relationships. It also enabled the restructuring of public spheres and wholly changed communication and information flow in the society. This has led to a significant shift in the social network structures. Obaid (2020) argued that there are two considerable influences of social media with regards to social movements. The first is that social media accelerates recruitment, mobilization, communication, and dissemination of information, expanding mobilization spaces not previously present in traditional mobilization techniques. It enables billions of people globally to communicate through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other social media applications (Ohia and Salawu, 2020).
	The social media network has also acted as a platform for different individuals, races, ethnic groups, and identities to share, build and collect emotions or feelings, which has led to a new type of virtual collective identity which social movements have capitulated upon for their protests (Cammerts, 2015). Most significantly, social media has enabled the instant validation of information which overrides the system's media bias. This transformation has given social movements the ability to propagate a beneficial narrative and appeal to social sympathy. An example is the #End SARs social movement (Olabamiji and Mariam, 2020). Nigerians used the social media channel to express their feelings, disappointments and unhappiness at the poor government leadership and structural inequality in different regions. Most of the citizens were tired of the educational system, lack of basic infrastructure, unstable power supply (electricity), inadequate health care, bad roads, just to mention a few (Adewole and Osabuohien, 2007).



















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Introduction 	
	This chapter is concerned with the presentation of method used in this study to accomplish its purpose on “the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria”. The following areas were taken into consideration, design of the study, area of the study, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, research instrument, validation of research instrument, reliability of research instrument, administration of the instrument and method of data analysis.
3.2	Research Design
This study adopted survey research design. According to Ekott & Nseyen (2006), a survey research is one in which a group of people or items is studied by collecting and analyzing data from only a few people or items considered to be representative of the entire group. 
3.3	Population of the Study
The population of the study consisted of all the staff of Nigeria Television Authority (NTA), Ilorin on police brutality which was about 70 staff. Emphasis was placed on staff knowledge and information concerning the subject of the study.
3.4	Sample Size and Sampling Techniques
The sampling technique used in the study was simple random sampling technique. This method was chosen because it gives the subjects in the population equal chance of being selected. A sample size of (40) forty was used. This number was randomly selected form the total population of the study.

3.5	Research Instrument
The researcher developed the questionnaire on the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality as the major instrument for data collection. The supervisor and other research experts in the faculty vetted the instrument. The questionnaire was further divided into two sections “A” and “B”. Section “A” sought to collect information on the respondents’ personal data while Section “B” sought to collect information on the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality.
3.6	Validity of Research Instrument	
An instrument said to be valid when it measures what it intended to be measured (Ekott & Nseyen, 2006). Thus, the research instrument was first submitted to the supervisor who read through, vetted, scrutinized and made comment(s) before approval for distribution. This was done to ensure that the contents conform to the subject of the study.
3.7	Administration of the Instrument
The researcher personally administered the research instrument (questionnaire) to the staff of Nigeria Television Authority (NTA), Ilorin.  This was done to ensure that at least 95% of the total population sampled with research instrument was collected. Besides, the respondents were given instructions on how to complete the questionnaire for possible collection of data for analysis.
3.8	Method of Data Analysis
The responses obtained from the staff of Nigeria Television Authority (NTA), Ilorin formed the data. The data were treated statistically in accordance with research questions generated earlier in chapter one of this study. Tables and simple percentage were used as techniques of analyzing the research questions.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents the data collected through the questionnaire administered to respondents on the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria. The data are analyzed using frequency counts and percentages, presented in tables, and followed by interpretation. The analysis is organized around the research objectives and questions.
4.2 Data Presentation and Analysis
Table 4.1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender of the respondent
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	52
	52.0%

	Female
	48
	48.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis:
The table shows that 52% of the respondents were male while 48% were female. This indicates a fairly balanced gender representation, ensuring that the perspectives of both men and women were adequately captured in the study. The slight difference suggests that men were marginally more represented, which could be reflective of their higher visibility in public discourse on issues of police brutality, especially during protests such as the #EndSARS movement where young males were often at the forefront.
Nonetheless, the nearly equal distribution also highlights that women are not left out of the conversation. In fact, women have played a critical role both as victims of police misconduct and as advocates for justice through civil society organizations, media platforms, and online activism. The balanced gender representation in this study therefore strengthens the reliability of the findings, as it reflects the shared experiences and perceptions of both genders toward the role of the mass media in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria.
Table 4.2: Distribution of Respondents by Age Range 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	18–25 years
	40
	40.0%

	26–35 years
	35
	35.0%

	36–45 years
	15
	15.0%

	46 years & above
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The majority of respondents (40%) were within the 18–25 age bracket, followed closely by 35% within the 26–35 years category. This clearly reflects the dominance of youth voices in discussions surrounding police brutality, consistent with the demographic profile of those most affected during movements such as #EndSARS. Young people, particularly students and early-career professionals, are not only the most frequent users of mass media and digital platforms but also the most active participants in civic protests and online advocacy.
The relatively lower representation of older respondents (15% aged 36–45 and 10% aged 46 years and above) suggests that police brutality and the campaigns against it resonate more strongly with the younger generation, who are often directly confronted with issues of harassment, extortion, and intimidation by law enforcement officers. Moreover, this age distribution demonstrates that younger Nigerians rely heavily on mass media—especially social media—as their primary source of news and activism, making them a critical audience for campaigns aimed at reforming policing practices.
Table 4.3: Distribution of Respondents by Educational Qualification of the respondent
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	SSCE
	20
	20.0%

	OND/NCE
	25
	25.0%

	HND/B.Sc
	40
	40.0%

	Postgraduate
	15
	15.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table shows that 40% of respondents held HND/B.Sc. degrees, followed by 25% with OND/NCE. This indicates that most respondents are fairly educated and capable of engaging critically with media content on police brutality.
Table 4.4: Distribution of Respondents by Occupation 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Student
	42
	42.0%

	Civil Servant
	28
	28.0%

	Self-employed
	20
	20.0%

	Unemployed
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The largest proportion of respondents (42%) were students. This is significant because students are among the most active users of social media and other mass media platforms that highlight police brutality.
Table 4.5: Awareness of Police Brutality in Nigeria 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	95
	95.0%

	No
	5
	5.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: An overwhelming majority (95%) had heard about police brutality cases, indicating that the issue is widely known and the media has contributed significantly to public awareness.
Table 4.6: Mass Media Platforms through Which Respondents First Heard of Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Television
	30
	30.0%

	Radio
	10
	10.0%

	Newspapers
	15
	15.0%

	Social media
	35
	35.0%

	Online news
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: Social media (35%) emerged as the leading source of first awareness about police brutality, followed by television (30%). This underscores the importance of digital media platforms in breaking news and mobilizing public opinion in Nigeria.

Table 4.7: Frequency of Exposure to Reports on Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Daily
	40
	40.0%

	Weekly
	30
	30.0%

	Occasionally
	20
	20.0%

	Rarely
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: 40% of respondents reported daily exposure to media reports on police brutality, which shows that the issue receives frequent coverage across different platforms.
Table 4.8: Perception of Mass Media’s Role in Exposing Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	85
	85.0%

	No
	5
	5.0%

	Not sure
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The majority (85%) believe that the mass media plays a crucial role in exposing cases of police brutality, reinforcing the watchdog function of the press.


Table 4.9: Effectiveness of Mass Media Campaigns Against Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Very effective
	40
	40.0%

	Moderately effective
	35
	35.0%

	Slightly effective
	15
	15.0%

	Not effective
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: A combined 75% (very effective + moderately effective) of respondents affirmed the effectiveness of media campaigns, though 25% expressed doubts about their impact.
Table 4.10: Media Platform Considered Most Effective in Highlighting Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Television
	25
	25.0%

	Radio
	10
	10.0%

	Newspapers
	15
	15.0%

	Social media
	45
	45.0%

	Others
	5
	5.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: Social media (45%) was rated as the most effective medium in highlighting police brutality, showing its dominance as a tool for mobilization and awareness during movements like #EndSARS.
Table 4.11: Influence of Media Coverage on Public Opinion and Action
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	45
	45.0%

	Agree
	35
	35.0%

	Disagree
	15
	15.0%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: A strong majority (80%) agreed that media coverage has influenced public opinion and action against police brutality.
Table 4.12: Impact of Media Reports on Government and Police Reforms
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes, significantly
	30
	30.0%

	Yes, but slightly
	40
	40.0%

	No
	20
	20.0%

	Not sure
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: While 70% agreed that media coverage has contributed to reforms, 20% disagreed and 10% were uncertain, suggesting that while the media exerts pressure, structural change has been limited.

Table 4.13: Challenges Faced by Mass Media in Reporting Police Brutality
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Censorship from authorities
	25
	25.0%

	Threats and harassment of journalists
	30
	30.0%

	Lack of access to information
	20
	20.0%

	Public apathy
	15
	15.0%

	Other
	10
	10.0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The most cited challenges were threats to journalists (30%) and censorship by authorities (25%), which limit press freedom and weaken the fight against police brutality.
4.3 Discussion of Findings
The findings reveal that the mass media play a critical role in exposing and fighting police brutality in Nigeria. Awareness of police brutality was nearly universal among respondents, with social media and television being the leading platforms for information. Social media, in particular, was perceived as the most effective medium due to its speed, accessibility, and ability to mobilize collective action, as demonstrated during the #EndSARS protests. This confirms the shift from traditional mass media dominance to digital media spaces, where young Nigerians in particular find a voice and mobilize support for social justice campaigns.
However, while respondents acknowledged the effectiveness of mass media in raising awareness and influencing public opinion, they were less convinced about the extent of tangible reforms achieved. A considerable number of respondents indicated that although media coverage pressured the government and police authorities, the changes recorded have been slow, inconsistent, or cosmetic in nature. This highlights the gap between agenda-setting and policy implementation: while the media can successfully bring issues to the forefront of public discourse, converting this into systemic reform depends largely on political will, accountability structures, and institutional transparency.
The data also underscored the demographic dynamics of this struggle. Younger respondents, particularly those aged between 18 and 35, were the most exposed to media content on police brutality and the most responsive to such campaigns. This aligns with their heavy reliance on social media, which provides real-time updates, opportunities for civic participation, and platforms for documenting abuses through videos, hashtags, and citizen journalism. The older demographic groups, though aware, were less actively engaged, suggesting that mass media strategies need to be diversified to reach all age categories more effectively.
The study further revealed that challenges such as censorship, threats to journalists, and lack of access to reliable information significantly undermine the role of the media. These findings are consistent with broader concerns about press freedom in Nigeria, where state control, intimidation, and poor access to official data restrict the ability of journalists to conduct investigative reporting. Public apathy was also identified as a challenge, suggesting that while awareness is widespread, not all citizens are motivated to translate awareness into sustained advocacy for reform.
In addition, the findings suggest that mass media not only create awareness but also shape collective memory and influence perceptions of state accountability. For instance, the role of social media in documenting incidents of police brutality has preserved evidence that traditional media may not have been able to capture due to restrictions. This indicates that the media’s role goes beyond mere reporting—it serves as a watchdog, a mobilizer, and a platform for collective resistance.
In summary, the study shows that the media have been successful in creating awareness and shaping public discourse, but greater structural and institutional support is needed for the media to drive long-term reforms in policing practices. Unless the challenges of censorship, intimidation, and weak institutional responsiveness are addressed, the capacity of the mass media to translate awareness into sustainable reforms will remain limited.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction
This chapter presents a summary of the study, draws conclusions based on the findings, and offers recommendations for enhancing the role of mass media in combating police brutality in Nigeria. It also highlights areas for further research.
5.2 Summary of the Study
The study examined the role of mass media in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria, with specific emphasis on how different media platforms have influenced public awareness, opinion, and government response. Data were gathered through a structured questionnaire distributed among respondents across various age groups, occupations, and educational backgrounds.
The findings revealed that awareness of police brutality is nearly universal among Nigerians, with social media and television identified as the primary sources of information. Social media was rated as the most effective platform for exposing cases of brutality and mobilizing public opinion, largely due to its accessibility, immediacy, and interactivity. Younger respondents, particularly those between 18 and 35 years, emerged as the most active consumers of media reports on police brutality, confirming their central role in advocacy movements like #EndSARS.
The study also discovered that the media’s watchdog role has contributed to shaping public discourse and creating pressure for police reforms. However, the effectiveness of media campaigns was viewed with some caution, as respondents expressed doubts about the extent of tangible reforms achieved despite widespread coverage. Challenges such as censorship, threats to journalists, poor access to credible information, and public apathy were identified as major obstacles to media effectiveness.
Overall, the study established that the mass media have played a vital role in raising awareness, influencing public opinion, and amplifying calls for accountability, but structural and institutional barriers continue to limit their impact in ensuring sustainable reforms.

5.3 Conclusion
The study concludes that mass media remain indispensable in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria. Social media, in particular, has revolutionized how citizens engage with governance issues by providing platforms for real-time reporting, documentation of abuses, and collective mobilization. Television and newspapers also remain relevant, particularly in shaping elite and policy-level discourse.
Nonetheless, while the media have succeeded in creating awareness and driving public conversations, their influence has not always translated into substantive reforms. Police brutality persists due to entrenched institutional weaknesses, lack of political will, and insufficient implementation of recommendations generated from media advocacy and public protests. Moreover, threats to press freedom and the safety of journalists continue to undermine the ability of the media to operate without fear or bias.
In conclusion, the media can expose and amplify the problem of police brutality, but real progress requires stronger institutional support, accountability frameworks, and protection for press freedom.
5.4 Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made:
Strengthen Media Freedom and Protection: The Nigerian government and relevant institutions should guarantee freedom of the press and protect journalists from harassment, censorship, and intimidation while reporting on police misconduct.
Enhance Investigative Journalism: Media organizations should invest more in investigative reporting to uncover hidden cases of police brutality, especially in rural areas where abuses often go unreported.
Maximize the Power of Social Media: Since social media was identified as the most effective platform, stakeholders should leverage it more strategically through hashtags, video documentation, podcasts, and citizen journalism to sustain awareness and mobilize collective action.
Promote Collaboration between Media and Civil Society: Stronger partnerships should be developed between media outlets, NGOs, human rights groups, and youth movements to push for policy reforms and ensure accountability.
Expand Media Literacy: Citizens, especially young people, should be educated on how to critically engage with media content to avoid misinformation and maximize the positive use of social platforms in demanding justice.
Institutionalize Media Advocacy in Reform Processes: Policymakers should recognize media advocacy as a legitimate tool for reform and engage media stakeholders in police oversight, accountability, and training programmes.
5.5 Suggestions for Further Studies
Future research could examine the comparative impact of traditional media and new media in shaping government responses to police brutality. It would also be useful to study the long-term effects of media campaigns on behavioral change within the Nigerian Police Force. Additionally, research could focus on cross-country comparisons to understand how media-driven activism against police brutality in Nigeria aligns with or differs from global experiences.
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Questionnaire
Research Topic: The Role of Mass Media in the Fight against Police Brutality in Nigeria
Dear Respondent, 
This questionnaire is designed to gather information for academic purposes on how the mass media contributes to addressing police brutality in Nigeria. Your responses will be treated with strict confidentiality and used solely for research purposes. Kindly answer honestly. Thank you for your cooperation.
Section A: Demographic Information (Please tick ✓ the appropriate option)
1. Gender: 	☐ Male	☐ Female
2. Age Range:	☐ 18–25 years	 ☐ 26–35 years ☐ 36–45 years  ☐ 46 years and above
3. Educational Qualification: ☐ SSCE  ☐ OND/NCE  ☐ HND/B.Sc  ☐ Postgraduate
4. Occupation: ☐ Student ☐ Civil Servant ☐ Self-employed ☐ Unemployed 
☐ Others (please specify) __________
Section B: Awareness and Exposure
5. Have you ever heard of police brutality cases in Nigeria?  ☐ Yes  ☐ No
If yes, through which of the following mass media platforms did you first learn about it? (You can tick more than one) ☐ Television  ☐ Radio  ☐ Newspapers  ☐ Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.) ☐ Online news websites
6. How frequently do you come across news or reports about police brutality? ☐ Daily            ☐ Weekly  ☐ Occasionally  ☐ Rarely
Section C: Perception of Mass Media’s Role
7. Do you believe the mass media plays an important role in exposing cases of police brutality?  ☐ Yes ☐ No   ☐ Not sure
8. How effective do you think mass media campaigns have been in creating awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?  ☐ Very effective  ☐ Moderately effective  ☐ Slightly effective ☐ Not effective
9. Which media platform do you think has been the most effective in highlighting cases of police brutality? ☐ Television ☐ Radio ☐ Newspapers ☐ Social media
☐ Others (specify) __________ 
10. In your opinion, has media coverage influenced public opinion and action against police brutality? ☐ Strongly agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly disagree
11. Do you think mass media reports have led to government or police reforms?
☐ Yes, significantly  ☐ Yes, but slightly   ☐ No  ☐ Not sure
Section D: Challenges and Recommendations
What challenges do you think mass media faces in reporting police brutality? (Tick all that apply)
☐ Censorship from authorities
☐ Threats and harassment of journalists
☐ Lack of access to credible information
☐ Public apathy (lack of interest)
☐ Other (please specify) __________
What measures do you think can help the mass media be more effective in fighting police brutality?


Additional comments or suggestions:



