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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the impact of social media on the spread of vulgar language among students at Kwara State Polytechnic, utilizing a survey method with a sample size of 100 students. Social media platforms, while offering various benefits, have increasingly become environments where inappropriate language and behaviors are propagated. This research aims to assess the extent to which social media usage influences the adoption and use of vulgar words among students. A structured questionnaire was administered to a randomly selected sample of 100 students. The survey collected data on demographic information, social media usage patterns, frequency of exposure to vulgar words, and personal use of such language. Additionally, the survey explored students' perceptions of the acceptability of vulgar language on social media and its impact on their communication habits. The results indicate a notable correlation between frequent social media use and the prevalence of vulgar language among the students. Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok emerged as the primary venues where students encounter and sometimes adopt vulgar language. The survey revealed that 65% of the respondents frequently come across vulgar words on social media, and 40% admitted to using such language themselves. Peer influence and the perceived normalization of vulgar words in online communities were identified as significant factors contributing to this behavior. Furthermore, the findings suggest that students who spend more than three hours daily on social media are more likely to use vulgar language compared to those with less social media engagement. The study also highlights a gender difference, with male students reporting higher usage of vulgar words than female students. The research concludes that while social media platforms are essential for communication and information sharing, they also play a substantial role in spreading vulgar language among students. Recommendations include the development of digital literacy programs that promote respectful communication, the establishment of guidelines for online behavior within the institution, and further studies to examine the long-term effects of social media on language use and student conduct.
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