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CHAPTER ONE
[bookmark: _Toc140417141]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc140417142]1.1	Background to the Study
Convention on the right of person with disabilities (2006) states that disability is an evolving concept, and that disability results from the interaction between persons with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others. According to the United Nation (UN) summit on people with disability (2016), persons with disabilities (PWD) include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full effective participation in the society.
According to Folarin (2012), people with disabilities constitute about 22 million of Nigeria’s population of over 200 million. Government policies and legislations adequately protect them against discrimination or social exclusion. Employment opportunities are not available for most people with disabilities in Nigeria, even when they possess the requisite qualification. Furthermore, public facilities such as banks, schools, libraries, places of worship and restroom are not accessible.
In the past, it was believed that persons with special needs were only those with such obvious physical and/or functional impairments as blindness, deafness, physical handicaps, mental or intellectual retardation (Obani, 2017). However, contemporary views have widened the range and elongated the list. There are also milder forms of these challenges which often go unnoticed in schools. There are those who can be described as being socially, psychologically or culturally disabled (Obani, 2010). This includes those who have serious behavioural, emotional and attention disorders that negatively affect their school life and learning. Others include those who are socially and culturally rejected and stigmatized, such as ex-convicts, former leprosy patients, former child prostitutes, street urchins and street children.
According to the United Nations Disability Convention in 2002 – “Disability resides in the society and not the person.” A person in a wheelchair might have difficulties being gainfully employed not because of her condition but because there are environmental barriers such as inaccessible buses or staircases in the workplace which obstruct his or her access.
Since the mid 1970's there has been much call from the disabled community for society to recognize people with disability as equals to non-disabled people, and to take into account their contributions in creating enabling environments for development. The call for the society to integrate the special groups in development have not been rested neither has the clarion demand for vast improvements to establishing the human rights of disabled people diminished. Okunna, C. S. (2004). 
In 1992, the United Nations proclaimed 3rd December of each year as international day of disabled persons. People with disabilities (PWD) generally lack resources, skills and opportunities often available to other members of the society. PWD are marginalized socially, economically and politically and frequently are treated as a subordinate group within society.
Evidence of the marginalization of PWD can be found in research that suggests that PWD experience abuse at rates 4 to 10 times higher than the rate for people without disabilities (Subsey, et al., 2015). The extent of abuse directed against PWD remains hidden from view because governmental agencies have historically failed to collect data on the disability status of victims of violence or crime. The rate of disability abuse is supposed to be reduced significantly only if the media supports and influence the right of PWD’s enshrined in the disability bill yet to be signed to law by the president of Nigeria and also increase the scope and coverage of PWD in Nigeria.
Amundson, Ron (2009) stated that the media can be a vital instrument in raising awareness, countering stigma and misinformation. It can be a powerful force to change societal misconceptions and present persons with disabilities as individuals that are a part of human diversity. By increasing the awareness and understanding of disability issues and the diversity of persons with disabilities and their situations, the media can actively contribute to an effective and successful integration of persons with disabilities in all aspects of societal life.  Also, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) affirmed to raise awareness and combat stereotypes related to persons with disabilities, including by encouraging all media to portray persons with disabilities in a manner consistent with a respect for human rights. (Barnes, Colin 2017)
[bookmark: _Toc140417143]The consequences of social exclusion according to popey et al. (2008), are unjust allocation of resources and unequal rights within the economy, political, social, and cultural spires (p.7). How the news media portray people, event or issues impacts public perception of people with disability. This is because we depend on radio, television, film and other media to shape our personal and social identities and to help in distinguishing the relationship between the able people and “the disable commuity” (Kellner, 2011, p.7).  
1.2	Statement of the Problem
People Living with Disabilities constitute a sum of over 22 million in Nigeria’s over 150 million populations. Majority of PWD are partially affected and can function in other area of their lives. PWD’s have always been at the center of events and happenings but it has been discovered that the media is lagging behind one way or the other in PWD reporting.
Adeshina (2010) posited that people with special needs face widespread stigma and discrimination based on deeply rooted negative perceptions about disability. In some African countries, such as Nigeria, especially south-west region, derogatory labels (abirun) are used to describe these people. Due to erroneous cultural and traditional beliefs attached to disability, some families have abandoned their disabled children to avoid the social stigma and the burden of caring for them. No pregnant woman wants to go near a person with disability for fear of having the baby in her womb “infected with disability”. Nobody wants to marry a person with disability because it will mean a perpetuation of disability in their family line. 
Furthermore, a person with disability is considered too weak and sick to be able to work and make a living. It is assumed that he or he is better off on the street asking for alms from other members of the community in order to survive. Where some families consider it indignity to their societal status to have one of their own as a beggar, they quickly get her or him some menial jobs like fixing bad shoes or bags.  Other people with disabilities may not be lucky because they are either poisoned to die or abandoned as destitute to fend for themselves. Employment opportunities are not available for most people with disabilities in Nigeria, even when they possess the requisite qualifications. Public facilities such as banks, schools, libraries, places of worship and restrooms are not accessible.
[bookmark: _Toc140417144]According to Abel, S.T. (2008) the archaic perception about people with special needs has changed somewhat, but still, a lot is still needed to be done in improving the welfare of people with special needs. It is on this backdrop this research study staged to appraise the impact of radio towards the welfare of people with special needs.
1.3	Research Objectives
This study is aimed at appraising the impact of radio towards the welfare of people with special needs. The objectives of the study are:
i. To examine the contributions of radio towards improving the welfare of people with special needs.
ii. To determine the level at which radio programmes about the welfare of people with special needs is aired
iii. To ascertain the rate at which radio covers and reports news about people with special needs
[bookmark: _Toc140417145]
1.4	Research Questions
This study is carried-out to provide answers to the following research questions
i. What are the contributions of radio towards improving the welfare of people with special needs?
ii. What is the level at which radio programmes about the welfare of people with special needs is aired?
iii. [bookmark: _Toc140417146]What is the rate at which radio covers and reports news about people with special needs?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study is significant as it will beam a searchlight on the role of radio towards improving the welfare of people with special needs. The findings of the study will be momentous as it will serve as reference document for media practitioners, NGOs, and most importantly government in area of policy making. The study will also add values to the welfare of people with special needs as it will stand to adjudicate the gap between the disabled and non-disable people. It is worthy to note that findings of this study will serve as itinerary for further studies.
The significance of this study lies in its contribution to the existing body of research on the intersection of media and disability. By investigating the impact of radio on the welfare of people with special needs, this study provides new insights and perspectives on the role of radio in promoting the inclusion and well-being of this marginalized group. The findings of this study will inform the development of radio programs and policies that promote the inclusion and well-being of people with special needs, providing valuable insights for policymakers, radio programmers, and stakeholders.
This study is also significant because it empowers people with special needs by providing a platform for their voices to be heard and their experiences to be shared. By exploring the impact of radio on their welfare, this study promotes social inclusion and challenges stereotypes and stigmatization. The study's findings will promote greater understanding and support for people with special needs, encouraging community-led initiatives to promote their inclusion and well-being.
Furthermore, this study is significant because it improves radio programming by providing valuable insights for radio programmers. By investigating the impact of radio on the welfare of people with special needs, this study enables radio programmers to develop programs that better meet the needs of this marginalized group, promoting greater inclusivity and accessibility. The study's findings will also contribute to enhancing the quality of life of people with special needs, promoting greater well-being and empowering them to reach their full potential.
Overall, this study is significant because it contributes to promoting greater inclusivity, accessibility, and social justice. By investigating the impact of radio on the welfare of people with special needs, this study provides a platform for their voices to be heard and their experiences to be shared, promoting greater understanding and support. The study's findings will inform policy and practice, improving radio programming and promoting the inclusion and well-being of people with special needs.
1.6	Scope of the Study
[bookmark: _Toc140417147]The scope of this study delves into examining the influence and effectiveness of radio programming in addressing the welfare needs of individuals with special needs, focusing on the context of Kwara State School for Special Needs. This investigation aims to understand how radio broadcasts cater to the unique requirements and challenges faced by individuals with special needs within the Kwara State community. By focusing on this specific demographic and educational institution, the study seeks to provide comprehensive insights into the role of radio in promoting the welfare, inclusion, and empowerment of individuals with diverse abilities. It will encompass an exploration of the types of radio programs tailored for individuals with special needs, the accessibility and availability of these programs, as well as their impact on the daily lives, education, and socio-emotional well-being of the target population.
Furthermore, the scope of this study extends to conducting a detailed case study analysis of Kwara State School for Special Needs to contextualize the impact of radio programming on the welfare of individuals with special needs within a specific institutional setting. By focusing on a single institution, the study can closely examine the direct effects of radio initiatives on the educational and developmental outcomes of students with special needs, as well as the supportive measures provided by the school administration and educators. Additionally, the scope includes an exploration of potential challenges, gaps, and opportunities in utilizing radio as a tool for promoting the welfare and rights of individuals with special needs in Kwara State. Through this focused investigation, the study aims to generate valuable insights and recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of radio-based interventions in supporting the welfare and inclusion of individuals with special needs in the region.
[bookmark: _Toc140417148]


1.7	Definition of Key Terms
Radio: It is the use of electromagnetic radiation to communicate electrical signals without wires, to create sound broadcasting. Information about the welfare of people with special needs can be communicated.
Welfare: Consciousness and consideration for promoting the well-being of people especially those with special needs.
Needs: Necessity required for a safe, stable and healthy life of people with special needs 
Disable: someone who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activity.
People with Special need: people who need special help or care because they are physically or mentally disabled. This is commonly used instead of "disable" that seems offensive to mind. In this study, PWD and people with special needs were used interchangeably.
NGOs: Non-Governmental Organizations. Mostly organizations that exist out of government funding and aim at shielding human right and well-being of common people.





















CHAPTER TWO
[bookmark: _Toc140417150]LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc140417151]2.0	INTRODUCTION
The role of mass media in shaping societal development and addressing the needs of marginalized groups, including people with special needs, has been widely acknowledged. Among various forms of mass media, radio remains one of the most accessible and influential communication tools, especially in societies where literacy levels and technological access vary. This chapter presents a review of relevant literature on the impact of radio on the welfare of people with special needs, with a focus on its role in providing information, education, and social inclusion.
The review is organized into key thematic areas, including an overview of radio as a medium of communication, the welfare needs of people with special needs, the impact of mass media on disability inclusion, and previous studies related to the subject. Furthermore, theoretical frameworks that guide this study will be discussed to provide a deeper understanding of how radio contributes to the well-being of individuals with special needs. By examining existing literature, this chapter seeks to establish the relevance of radio in promoting inclusivity and addressing challenges faced by people with disabilities, particularly in the context of Kwara State School for Special Needs, Ilorin
[bookmark: _Toc140417153]2.1 	CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc140417154]2.1.1	Overview of Radio
Radio is a communication technology that uses radio waves to transmit sound and information from one point to another. It involves the use of a transmitter to send signals through the air, which are then received by a radio receiver. Radio waves have the ability to travel long distances, making radio a valuable means of communication over large areas. According to Daramola J.S. (2011), radio refers to the transmission and reception of electromagnetic waves that carry audio or data signals through the air. It is a form of wireless communication that has been in use since the early 20th century. The radio waves are generated by a transmitter and received by a radio receiver, which converts the electromagnetic waves back into audio or data signals.
The concept of radio has its roots in the 19th century when scientists discovered the existence of radio waves. The first practical radio system was developed by Guglielmo Marconi in the late 1800s, and the first radio broadcast was made in 1906. Since then, radio has evolved into a powerful medium for entertainment, news, education, and communication. The concept of radio has evolved significantly since its invention, and it is now used for a wide range of applications such as broadcasting music, news, and other forms of entertainment. It is also used for two-way communication such as in walkie-talkies and mobile phones.
Onabajo (2012) averred that, ‘Radio is a vehicle for projecting personality through which it attracts and hold an audience. Radio is an efficiency instrument for getting a message to a large number of people at the same time. Radio is a powerful instrument in the area of public enlightenment.’ Not been constrained by the barriers of time space, illiteracy, and electricity supply, radio is one of the ideal means of mass communication in both developed and developing societies because it is easy to establish, own operate and maintain, and does not demand much intellectual exertion from listeners.
Dada O.C. (2014) stated that radio is a fascinating medium among the various mass communication media because of its special characteristics. It continues to be as relevant and potent as it was in the early years despite the emergence of more glamorous media. It is a truism that in the first phase of broadcasting spanning three decades from the early twenties, radio reigned alone or was the dominant player. 
However, over a period of time, the media scene has changed drastically. Television with its inherent strength of audio-visual component has captured the imagination of the people. The advent of satellite television, the Internet and the convergence of technology have added further dimensions in media utilisation patterns. However, despite the presence of a plethora of media, there is room and scope for each medium. Experience has revealed that 'new technologies add things on but they don't replace'. One medium is not displaced by another - each medium reinvents itself in the context of changes in the communication environment. In the changed media scenario, radio is reorienting itself with more innovative programmes and formats.
According to Colin Cherry (2013), through commentaries and programmes, the radio acts as secondary agents of mobilization. The radio facilitates and enhances the process by which individuals partake in collective decision making. This is however, one the radio adapts through programmes about the welfare of People with special needs can be aired.
[bookmark: _Toc140417155]2.1.2	People with Disability/Special Needs
Over the years, there has not been a single, universally acceptable definition of people with special needs- an issue that cut across all category of human diversity: race, gender, sexual orientation, etc. Studies have examined the concept of people with special needs with no specific definition of the subject (Davis, 2010; Pelka, 2012; Riley, 2005; & United Nations, n.d.). 
People living with disabilities (special needs) are around ten percent of the world’s population and are the world’s largest minority (United Nations 2016). The United Nations’ (UN) assertion presupposes a “modifier” that could be used to identify people who live with disabilities as those with special needs. This fact is supported by Riley (2005) when he contends that the population of people with disabilities actually hangs on the definition of people with special needs. 
In other vein, Pelka (2012) asserts that disability is a dynamic phenomenon and its definition could be factored on time and social circumstances even as he contends that historically, it has been based on the opinions of the nondisabled majority, with prevailing social attitudes regarding physical and psychological differences determining how people with disabilities are treated. Davis (2010) defines disability as “the process that turns impairment into a negative by creating barriers to access”.
These various attempts at conceptualizing disability highlight the fact that its definition is largely dependent on culture, and as cultural practices evolve over time knowledge about disability are expected to improve. For instance, what is perceived as disability in one culture may not be so considered in other culture. As Pelka posits, “in some cases a particular condition, impairment, or illness might be perceived as a significant disability where in other circumstances the same particulars of individual differences are barely noticed, if at all.
In order to cater for the welfare of citizens, governments all over the world have come up with criteria for identifying needs, including that of people with disabilities. For administrative convenience purpose (to serve members of society with disabilities), “official definitions of disability are designed to reflect organizational requirements of governments, their institutions and key welfare professionals” (Goodly, 2011). 
Colker (2011) for instance states that the Americans with Disability Acts define disability to mean, with respect to an individual: a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities of such individual; a record of such impairment; or being regarded as having such impairment.
According to Goodly (2011), these administrative definitions allow nation states to identify those who qualify for welfare. The definition of disability, as a matter of fact, remains a challenge as various models of disability have emerged over the years. Prominent among them are the disability or social and medical or clinical models. Shakespeare (2010) traces the historical origin of the social model to activities of the Union of Physically Impaired against Segregation (UPIAS). According to Shakespeare, UPIAS policy statement, as adopted in December 1974, defines people living with disabilities as a group under oppression and aims to abolishing segregated facilities and create favorable circumstances for them to function totally in society: to live without depending on assistance, that is, the ability to function without impediment; to engage in productive livelihood; and to live selfcontrolled life of their own without interference from any quarter whatsoever.
This definition presupposes access to the physical environment only; it leaves out access to socio-cultural participation in society. The medical or clinical model of disability finds the individual to be defective and recommends fixing her/his flaws. Davidson (2010) believes; “the medical definition of disability locates impairment in the individual as someone who lacks the full complement of physical and cognitive elements of true personhood and who must be cured or rehabilitated”. Barnes (2010) asserts that proponents of the medical model assume disability to be a “Psychological” or physiological abnormality or impairment”.
However, he argues the fact that defining both psychological and physical normality, as well as impairments is not easy tasks. This calls to question the adequacy of the medical model in defining disability. Linton (2010) opines that disability, from a disability study standpoint, is a capacious theme for collectively grouping people who are physically, emotionally, sensory, and cognitively challenged. Riley (2005) points to the fact that stakeholders on disability issues differ on who should be classified under the disability umbrella. Recent studies have concluded that defining disability is complex and, as such, have rejected a medical or social model standpoint (Filmer, 2005; World Health Organization, 2011). The World Health Organization [WHO] (2011) suggests a “bio-psychosocial model” approach as a workable compromise between the medical and social model definitions. People with disabilities are faced with impairments in their own bodies and barriers created by the social environments they live in, which hinder their “full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others” (WHO, 2011).
[bookmark: _Toc140417156]2.1.3	Disabilities and Challenges
 	The prevalence of disability increases drastically with the onset of old age. It follows that, as the life expectancy of Nigerian population increases, so are the prevalence of disability among the older persons in our society. 
The problems of persons with disabilities in Nigeria are increasing for the following reasons: There is increasing number of older persons with disabilities in the population as life expectancy increases. The physically challenged in the urbanization and rural-urban are left to look after subsistence farms with inadequate support from the younger generation. Few physically challenged persons have adequate social security, pension or savings, even after a lifetime in employment. Nigeria is increasingly experiencing intensified hardship which disproportionately affects vulnerable groups as persons with disabilities. The social security is being further eroded by prevailing economic realities. Poor access to home-based health and social services, especially in rural communities, means that persons with disabilities are often confined and neglected. A percentage of Nigerian children with disabilities have over the years suffered neglect owing to the fact that they are perceived to be incapable, ill, misfit and a burden to their families and the society at large.
Their case represents a problem to be dealt with differently from other children issues. The fact that such children are unable to defend themselves, they are often left alone at home and are undervalued by those around them hence they become vulnerable to physical, sexual and emotional abuse. Such children, when born into families of poor social-economic backgrounds, are often confronted with many problems, which tend to have negative effect on their emotional growth and development. For the women with disabilities, unlike their male counterpart suffer double jeopardy, firstly as women and secondly, as women with disabilities. They have continued to experience a lot of setbacks in all spheres of life not only because they lack educational opportunities, but also because of negative attitudes, stereotypes and lack of understanding which exist among the larger non-disabled group in the society. Many Nigerian Women with disabilities still live in obscurity, silent misery, and socio-economic dependency. One of the most serious obstacles preventing the participation and integration of women with disabilities is the fact that the greater majority of them have not yet been encouraged to take on their duties as citizens which is an essential measure of claims to success. They are entitled to love and family life. In Nigeria, services enjoyed by people with disabilities in urban areas are not readily available in most rural areas. This is owing to the disparity between the level of development in rural and urban areas.
Disability in rural areas is synonymous to deprivation, abandonment, curse, burden and complete societal ostracism in political, social and economic life. Persons with disabilities in rural areas apart from dehumanizing stigma attached to them by their immediate community are completely cut off from rehabilitation services and other opportunities that are prevalent in urban areas. It is a vital problem that parents and relations of children with disabilities in the rural areas are often not mentally prepared to recognize: the disability in a correct sense. This prevents them from stimulating the children to develop in a positive way. Parents often put the children behind the curtains 'or send them out to the street to beg. Many poor families fully depend on their disabled children's income from begging and cannot afford the offer of sending them to school. This attitude affects the children's development and personality in different ways. As infants, children with disabilities are deprived of stimulation that could lessen their difficulties that arise when they go through the normal stages of development. A greatest hurdle, persons with disabilities face when trying to access mainstream programmes is a negative attitude. It is these attitudes that lead to the social exclusion and marginalisation of people with disabilities. The changing of attitudes is not something that happens spontaneously. Attitude changing is a complex process, which involves moving in a series of stages, from one set of attitude to another. Thus, raising awareness is central to the changing of attitudes. To raise awareness of disability as a Human Rights and Development issue targeting every component of government and society at large. To reduce discrimination against persons with disabilities based on archaic beliefs and customs, give adequate publicity on issues affecting persons with disabilities. This is where television becomes significant.
[bookmark: _Toc140417157]2.1.4	Disable Persons and the Society
Today, Radio and Television media outlets play an increasing role in forging a cultural identity and a sense of community among people with disabilities around the world, regardless of the nature and the extent of their disability. In the United States of America and other nation’s laws, efforts of many disability organizations and the government have made strides in improving accessibility in buildings, increasing access to education, opening employment opportunities and developing realistic portrayals of persons with disabilities in television programming and motion pictures. But progress is still needed is in communication and interaction with people with disabilities. Individuals and institutions of communication are sometimes concerned that they will say the wrong thing about the disabled person and end up, saying nothing at all about them - thus further segregating people with disabilities from issues expected to create opportunities of developing their minds and skills to the advantage of the society.
The International Year of the Disabled Persons in 1981, served as a catalyst in rehabilitation issues in Nigeria. During the UN Decade of the Disabled celebration (1983-1992), awareness was created, and organizations of persons with disabilities were given encouragement. The Nigerian government accepted the principles of participation, integration and equalization of opportunities for the disabled as defined by the United Nations in the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and by the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for persons with disabilities. The Federal Government of Nigeria further accepted the principles incorporated in the declarations proclaiming the necessity of protecting the rights and assuring the welfare and rehabilitation of the physically and mentally disadvantaged and the quest to attain social progress and development.
A national policy frame work on the disabled persons was rolled out for sound and comprehensive rehabilitation of persons to ensure that disability issues are on the agenda in all spheres of social, economic and political life. It was also to ensure maximum access of people with disabilities to all mainstream services and facilities; develop appropriate disability prevention and rehabilitation programmes throughout the nation; prevent discrimination against persons with disabilities in all spheres; provide persons with disabilities with the tools to change their lives and to give them a greater degree of independence. To take into account the specific needs of different disability groupings; increase awareness on disability issues and support national/international advocacy for persons with disabilities.
The means to securing these objectives require the application of the mass media (the television) with reach to scattered and heterogeneous audiences, which incorporate the disabled persons. In the television, news caster or programme presenter do not know the receiver of the messages. But one issue known is that the message is disseminated from different sources through which the information was gathered.
[bookmark: _Toc140417158]2.1.5	Media and People with Disabilities/Special Needs
Media and Disabilities The functions of the media, Television inclusive, range from education, surveillance, interpretation of events, socialization, dissemination of information, entertainment, stimulating change, cultural promotions among several others as: Educational Function: The mass media is concerned with formal and informal education programmes for all segments of its audience, children, youths and adults. These programmes which are either in English or vernacular are not only meant for the intellectual development of the audience, they are also relevant for the socio-political development of the individuals including the disabled. Stressing further the multi-dimensional impact of education, Moemeka (1981) similarly stressed the persuasive impact all of activities, social, economic, educational, political and cultural which touch on the lives of rural community, knowledge of which is essential to development.
Surveillance: The Mass Media monitor and report events as they happen with a view to draw attention to the significant and relevance of such events as they affect people, nations and organizations. This surveillance or information sharing of the media became relevant in view of the fact that an event or issue in one part of the world is most likely to generate a ripple to people all over the world. Therefore, require a continuous basic dose of information and other data in order to fit into an even changing and complex society. Akpan (1987) equally wrote on the surveillance function of the media thus “the surveillance function of the media is that of the watchdog. This involves gathering and reporting news of happening in the community.
Interpretation: The modern society with its growing complexity also imposes on the media the role of interpreting events, actions and developments as they concerns the ruralites. Thus, the media not only survey events of the day and make them the focus of public and private attention; they also interpret their meaning, put them into context and make specifications about their outcomes. Similarly, Nwosu (1990) noted that in addition to performing the traditional functions, the media are more useful in providing better interpreted in depth development stories that place developmental issues and facts in greater perspective.
Socialization: The heterogeneous nature of the world made it imperative for people to understand themselves for mutual respect and peaceful co-existence. The media therefore has the function of providing the necessary platform using the television for the ruralites to provide and ensure better understanding by demonstrations and directions. Emenyeonu (1999) was emphasizing this vital role of the media when he said “Communication provides knowledge which and enable people from all parts of the world to co-operate with one another in an atmosphere of mutual respect and co-operation”. However, the influence that the media holds over society has not always been used to society's benefit, particularly in relation to disability, where the media has continued to add to the discrimination of disabled people. The media contribution to disabled people's discrimination are in the reinforcement of impairment and the use of the medical model of disability, and underpinning the use of disabled stereotypes, the use of images, the under-representation of disabled people in the media.
The media throughout history has depicted disability through the use of impairment, whereas Shakespeare (1999) points out that the disability "impairment is made the most important thing" and disabled characters are "objectified and distanced from the audience". The media has focused on portraying impairment through the influence of the medical model of disability, where disabled people's inability to interact in normal daily life is a direct result of their physical and/ or mental impairment. Shakespeare further presents a potential reason behind the use of one of these stereotypes thus: "The use of disability as character trait, plot device, or as atmosphere is a lazy short-cut. These representations are not accurate or fair reflections of the actual experience of disabled people. Such stereotypes reinforce negative attitudes towards disabled people, and ignorance about the nature of disability” In other words, the disability itself is often used as a hook by writers and film-makers to draw audiences into the story. These one-dimensional stereotypes are often distanced from the audience - where characters are only viewed through their impairment, and not valued as people. 
Shakespeare (1999) continues: "Above all, the dominant images [of disabled people] are crude, one-dimensional and simplistic."However since the mid 1970's there has been much call from the disabled community for society to recognize disabled people as equals to non-disabled people, and to take responsibility for societies contribution to creating disabling environments. The call for adopting the social model of disability has seen vast improvements to establishing the human rights of disabled people and much has been set in legislation. The media has been faulted as being slow to take on the changes and to frequently practice what they preach as in the following areas.
[bookmark: _Toc140417159]2.1.6	Disability, Media and Effects in the Society
Society Over the years, the government of Nigeria has undertaken important initiatives towards the development of a number of policy statements, which address the demands and rights of people with disabilities. Disability issues in Nigeria have been taken care of by the three tiers of Government, Voluntary Organizations for and of persons with disabilities. In Nigeria, there are organizations, associations of persons with disabilities such as: - Associations of the blind, deaf and physically handicapped. There are no legal provisions mandating the representatives of persons with disabilities to participate in policy-making and to work with government institutions. The government and donor institutions partially give financial and organizational logistic support to existing or new organizations of persons with disabilities. The organizations have the role to advocate rights and improved services, mobilize persons with disabilities, identify their needs and priorities, participate in the planning, implementation and evaluation of services and measures concerning the lives of persons with disabilities, contribute to public awareness, provide services, and promote/organize income generating activities. In Nigeria, services enjoyed by people with disabilities in urban areas are not readily available in most rural areas. This is owing to the disparity between the level of development in rural and urban areas. Disability in rural areas is synonymous to deprivation, abandonment, curse, burden and complete societal ostracism in political, social and economic life.
Persons with disabilities in rural areas apart from dehumanizing stigma attached to them by their immediate community are completely cut off from rehabilitation services and other opportunities that are prevalent in urban areas. It is a vital problem that parents and relations of children with disabilities in the rural areas are often not mentally prepared to recognize: the disability in a correct sense.
This prevents them from stimulating the children to develop in a positive way. Parents often put the children behind the curtains 'or send them out to the street to beg. Many poor families fully depend on their disabled children's income from begging and cannot afford the offer of sending them to school. This attitude affects the children's development and personality in different ways. As infants, children with disabilities are deprived of stimulation that could lessen their difficulties that arise when they go through the normal stages of development. One of the greatest hurdle persons with disabilities face when trying to access mainstream programmes is a negative attitude. It is these attitudes that lead to the social exclusion and marginalization of people with disabilities. The changing of attitudes is not something that happens spontaneously. Attitude changing is a complex process, which involves moving in a series of stages, from one set of attitude to another.
Thus, raising awareness is central to the changing of attitudes using the media to raise awareness of disability as a Human Rights and Development issue, targeting every component of government and society at large. Attitude can also be change by reducing discrimination against persons with disabilities based on archaic beliefs and customs through adequate coverage on issues affecting persons with disabilities. The way in which the environment is developed and organized in Nigeria contributes to a large extent to the level of and equality that people with disabilities enjoy. There are a number of barriers in the environment, which prevent persons with disabilities from enjoying equal opportunities with non-disabled people. For example, structural barriers in the built environment, in accessible service point, inaccessible entrances due to security system, poor town planning and poor interior design. There should be a national requirement for an accessible built environment because this is an important development in the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities. Development agencies do not have clear policies on environmental access. In Nigerian rural communities, people with disabilities have limited or no access to information and communication as their rights considering available media services and programmes in rural communities. Media institutions especially the television are expected to present news and programmes pertaining to the disabilities as well as on those services which are generally available to them as part of the general public. Communication and information are important aspects of access to public services. Access to communication and information therefore forms an integral part of the equalization opportunities for people with disabilities, such as the deaf, people with speech disabilities and people with visual disabilities.
It is the objective of the media to develop strategies to make information and communication service and documentation accessible to all persons with disabilities in formats that can be used and understood by people with hearing, visual and other communication challenges. The media are also to promote the development of rural communities by the implementation of standard programmes with best practices to make information and communication accessible to persons with disabilities. The use of Television by the media to give out information is also essentially aimed at creating mass awareness and participation of the ruralites to advance rural development and education of the people in rural areas in the The extensive structural outlay of the media and its diverse coverage has made it a powerful agent of change in any socio-political setup. 
As quoted from Shehu (2020) “Economic and Societal development function of the media cover being agent to change habit, change of domestic living. In economic terms, this means better hygiene and nutrition, improvement in housing and home management. In broad terms, it means education in social, political and economic matters of life. Judging by this list of desirable changes in any society, the media is better placed through its numerous formal and informal instructional programmes.
Broadcasting of news is a form of mass communication that involves the dissemination of information, news and entertainment to a large audience through electronic transmitters. The role television plays in rural development can be seen in the society today, where the ruralites have come to know more about democracy, their right to cast votes to their choice of candidate, their right to speak out and reach out to the government on matters affecting them. Television also provides agenda for political discussion and understanding which ultimately contribute to political development of the ruralites. Similarly Ahyiche (2015) has indicated that the Nigerian Media and indeed the African entire media have continuously proved relevant in the development of the continent.
According to him (Ahyiche), since 1960 the press in Africa in general, has continued to be very relevant in development. The leadership of most African countries has relied on the press as an instrument of information and enlighten to the people using television in promoting rural development. In a study titled: Mass Media: Custodians of culture, Opubor (1985) stated that cultural transmission as a function of the media involves the communication of information about the values, preference and orientation of the society. In other words, the role television plays in rural development has to be adequately utilized in most rural areas particularly in AkwaIbom State, Nigeria. The programmes of the AkwaIbom Broadcasting Corporation Television service have helped to promote agriculture and related aspects of economy, politics, social interaction and general education in the State, giving the ruralites a share of the broadcast media programmes and development. Mass media in relation to rural development has created a great impact on the ruralites, the urban dwellers, semi-urban dwellers and rural dwellers. The three social economic groups that make up a society, of all these groups the rural dwellers, the most populated forms the heartbeat of a nation, but the same rural communities are sometimes neglected in the course of things through developmental programmes. Edeani (1993) says “although there is high rate of illiteracy in the rural areas but through visual demonstration shown by the television, it has helped to promote development generally”.
He gives the following reasons why this is so: Because of the enormous size of the population as compared to the small percentage living in the cities, because of the disproportionate role which the rural populations play in the economic social and political life of the nation, it was this opinion that he considered that concluded that changes was imperative. The media has the capacity of influencing individuals although it experienced a little difficulty but through the use of television programmes to demonstrate, it can easily to get the attention of the ruralites to make changes. Another role of the media in rural development is the influencing and shaping of their behavioral patterns, virtually, no aspect of our habits, desires and relationships, both as individual and as groups escape examinations in our public media, getting along with neighbours, personal problems and our taste in popular music, racial and religious tensions, sports and trends in fashion among others are reported and discussed by the media. Without the media, the development of the ruralites will be very difficult to handle, the television in particular has helped in the processes of development, disseminating information to the ruralites through visual and audio, helping them to understand better, it has given rise to the hope of the ruralites in the developmental aspect of their general life.
2.2 	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
[bookmark: _Toc140417152]2.2.1	Social Responsibility Theory
The Social Responsibility Theory was formally designed by Siebert, Peterson and Schrann in 1956 in their book “Four Theories of the Media. This theory, regarded as a western theory incorporates part of the libertarian principle and introduces some new elements as well. The underlying principle of the social responsibility theory of the press is that the press should be free to perform the functions which the libertarian theory granted it freedom to perform, but that this freedom should be exercised with responsibility (Okunna & Omenugha, 2012). If the media fail to meet their responsibilities to society, the social responsibility theory holds that the government should encourage the media to comply by way of controlling them. Bittner (1989) has it that the theory held that “a press has the right to criticize government and institutions but also has certain basic responsibilities to maintain the stability of society Dominick (2009) writes that, 
“This approach holds that the press has a right to criticize government and other institutions, but it also has a responsibility to preserve democracy by properly informing the public and by responding to society’s needs and interests. The press does not have the freedom to do as it pleases; it is obligated to respond to society’s requirements”
The Commission on Freedom of the Press which formulated the Social Responsibility theory while noting that the press does not fulfill her basic societal roles of providing information, enlightenment, serving as watchdog, advertising, entertainment, and self-sufficiency, called on the media to:
· Provide a truthful, comprehensive and intelligent account of the day’s event in a context which gives them meaning.
· Serve as a forum for exchange of comment and criticism
· Project a representative picture of the constituent groups in society
· Be responsible for the presentation and clarification of the goals and values of the society.
· Provide full access to the day’s intelligence. 
1. To promote the rights of the masses by acting as watch dog over the area. By implication the mass media though free to express themselves and publish news information, must be social responsible to the society especially people with special needs.
[bookmark: _Toc140417160]2.2.2	Uses and Gratifications Theory
The Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT), developed by Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch in the 1970s, provides a framework for understanding how individuals actively engage with media to fulfill specific personal and social needs (Katz, Blumler, & Gurevitch, 1973). Unlike earlier media theories such as the Hypodermic Needle Model, which suggested that media messages have a direct and uniform effect on passive audiences, UGT emphasizes the active role of media consumers in selecting and interpreting media based on their needs, interests, and circumstances (McQuail, 2010). This perspective aligns well with the experiences of individuals with special needs, who often rely on media such as radio to obtain information, entertainment, social connection, and emotional support.
One of the core functions of media consumption under UGT is information seeking, which is particularly relevant for people with special needs. Radio serves as an essential medium through which they can access news, educational content, and health-related information, which might otherwise be inaccessible due to barriers in literacy or mobility (Luo & Hancock, 2020). For instance, visually impaired individuals depend on radio broadcasts to stay informed about current affairs, while those with mobility challenges may use radio to gain knowledge about social policies, employment opportunities, and support services (Miller, 2021). By providing timely and relevant information, radio plays a vital role in empowering people with disabilities and ensuring their inclusion in societal discourse.
Beyond information, radio serves as a significant source of entertainment for individuals with special needs. Studies have shown that music, talk shows, and radio dramas contribute to emotional well-being and serve as a form of escapism for individuals facing daily challenges due to their disabilities (Albarran, 2013). Entertainment programming helps reduce stress, anxiety, and feelings of isolation by offering a form of mental stimulation and enjoyment (Rubin, 2009). In many cases, radio content tailored to people with disabilities—such as storytelling programs, comedy shows, and interactive discussions—enhances their quality of life by providing them with joy and relaxation.
Another critical function of radio under the Uses and Gratifications Theory is its ability to foster social connection. People with special needs often face social exclusion due to physical or communication barriers, but radio helps bridge this gap by allowing them to participate in societal discussions (Ruggiero, 2000). Through call-in programs, discussion panels, and audience feedback segments, radio listeners with special needs can express their views, engage with diverse perspectives, and feel included in community conversations (Katz, 1987). Furthermore, radio programs that focus on disability rights, inclusion, and advocacy contribute to raising awareness and promoting a more inclusive society.
Additionally, radio serves as a companion for individuals with special needs, particularly those who experience social isolation. For many people with disabilities, mobility limitations and societal stigma can result in loneliness and reduced social interaction (Miller, 2021). Radio helps mitigate these challenges by providing continuous auditory stimulation, reducing feelings of loneliness, and giving listeners a sense of companionship (Rubin, 2009). This function is particularly important for individuals who may not have regular physical contact with friends and family but can still feel connected to society through the presence of familiar radio hosts, engaging conversations, and interactive programming.
Furthermore, the personalized nature of radio content allows people with special needs to choose programs that cater specifically to their preferences and needs. Unlike television, which requires visual attention, or the internet, which often demands reading and navigation skills, radio remains an accessible and adaptable medium for diverse disability groups (Luo & Hancock, 2020). This accessibility underscores the relevance of UGT in explaining how individuals with special needs selectively engage with radio to satisfy their unique informational, entertainment, and emotional needs.
In summary, the Uses and Gratifications Theory provides a valuable lens for understanding the role of radio in enhancing the welfare of individuals with special needs. The theory highlights how people actively use radio for information, entertainment, social interaction, and companionship, all of which contribute to their well-being. By recognizing the unique media consumption patterns of people with disabilities, broadcasters and policymakers can design more inclusive radio programming that caters to their specific needs, ensuring that radio continues to serve as an effective tool for communication, education, and empowerment.
2.3	EMPIRICAL FRAMEWORK
The representation of people with disabilities in media has been a topic of research for decades. Studies have shown that people with disabilities are often portrayed inaccurately or negatively in the media, which can perpetuate harmful stereotypes and attitudes towards them.
Linda K. Fuller and Lawrence R. Sipe conducted a study on media and people with disabilities in 2013. They reviewed 33 studies that examined the portrayal of people with disabilities in the media, including television, film, and advertising. The review found that people with disabilities were often portrayed as objects of pity, inspiration, or ridicule, rather than as fully-realized individuals with diverse experiences and perspectives. They were also underrepresented in the media, and when they did appear, they were often portrayed by non-disabled actors.
The Ruderman Family Foundation in 2019 found that only 22% of the top 100 grossing movies of 2018 had a character with a disability, and of those characters, 95% were portrayed by non-disabled actors. Additionally, the study found that when characters with disabilities were included, they were often portrayed as helpless, dependent, or in need of pity.
Similarly, a content analysis of television news broadcasts conducted by the Center for Disability Rights in 2016 found that people with disabilities were often portrayed as victims or objects of pity rather than as active and capable individuals. The study also found that stories about disability were often framed in a medical context, focusing on the disability itself rather than on the person's accomplishments or experiences.
Astudy published in the Journal of Disability Policy Studies (2017) examined the representation of disability in news media. The researchers found that news stories about disability tended to focus on medical issues rather than on the social and political issues that impact people with disabilities. Additionally, disability-related news stories were often framed in a negative light, portraying people with disabilities as burdens on society or as objects of pity.
In 2019, a study was conducted by researchers at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, analyzed the portrayal of people with disabilities in popular television shows. The study found that while there has been an increase in the representation of disabled characters in recent years, they are still often portrayed as objects of pity, inspiration, or as villains. The study also found that disabled characters are frequently played by able-bodied actors, which reinforces negative stereotypes and limits opportunities for disabled actors.
Another study, published in 2018 in the Disability and Society journal, examined the experiences of people with disabilities in using social media. The study found that while social media platforms offer opportunities for people with disabilities to connect with others and advocate for their rights, they also face significant barriers such as inaccessible content, online harassment, and privacy concerns.


















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLGY
Introduction
This section covers the methods used to address the objectives of the study. The section discusses the research design, research population, sample size and sampling technique, the instrument for data collection, the method of data analysis and the analytical software used for the study.
3.1	Research Design	
This research study appraises the correlation between radio and people with special need. However, the success, reliability and validity of any research work is highly determined by the collection, collation, interpretation and analysis of data. According to Check &Schutt, (2012), the best method of studying attitudes, behavior and motive remains the survey research method. Hence, it was adopted for this study. 
Kerlinger& Lee (2000) define survey research method as the process of collecting data from a population or a sample drawn from a population or with the purpose of investing relative incidence, occurrence or inter relationship among the variables of natural phenomenal.
3.2	Population of the Study 
Populations of a research study as the set of all participants that qualify for a study. Avwokeni (2006). Hence, the population of this study covered people with disabilities/special needs, NGOs, government, parents and media organizations in Nigeria. However, the target population of the study nosedived to the school for special needs, Apata Yakuba in Ilorin, Kwara State and selected students in NDII Mass Communication department, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin
3.3	Sample Size and Sample Technique
According to Issa (2012) sample size is the study of population from which necessary data for its conduct would be obtained. It can be reemphasized that, to study the entire population may be cumbersome, time consuming and of course very costly, hence a sample takes a fair portion as representative of the entire population. Thus, the sample size of this study was limited to one hundred (100) respondents proportionally selected from the two aforesaid target populations.
Sampling technique is a method of selecting individual members or a subset of the population to make statistical inferences from them and estimate the characteristics of the whole population. Creswell (2012). In sequel, a purposive (judgmental) sample techniques was used to select participating respondents in this study. It is a non-probability sampling technique where samples are selected based on the subjective judgment of the researcher rather than random selection. From the research sample size, fifty (50) respondents including students and staff of Kwara State School for Special Needs and fifty (50) students in the department of Mass Communication, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin were sampled.
3.4	Instrumentation 
[bookmark: _Hlk198327073]Questionnaire will be used as instrument of data gathering. Saul Mcleod (2015) defined questionnaire as a research instrument consisting of a series of questions for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. Roopa& Rani, (2012) stated that questionnaires is an effective means of measuring the behavior, attitudes, preferences, opinions, and intentions of relatively large numbers of subjects more cheaply and quickly than other methods.
Since this study employs surveyed method or design, questionnaires were used to collect data. The questionnaire was divided into two parts, part A contains items intended to collect data on demographic characteristics of the respondents, while part B contain items designed to obtain data on the research topic.
3.5	Validity and Reliability of Instrument 
Benson & Clark, (2017) affirmed that a research instrument is valid when the items adequately reflect the process and content dimensions of the objectives of the instrument. In order to ensure the validity of this instrument, relevant and recent literature was consulted before items in the questionnaire were construct	
The researcher ensures that items in the instruments were based on realistic hypothesis. This is imperative in order make sure that the instrument consistently reflects the construct that it is measuring by giving the same value if used over time or across multiple administrations.  Also, a constructed questionnaire was given to the project supervisor for scrutiny. 
3.6	Method of Data Collection
The data for this research work is collected through the administration of questionnaires to respondents in the study areas. This instrument was used to elicit demographic data for specific questions for the study. To ensure accurate data collection, questionnaires were administered by researcher to respondents in their various locations. The above instrument used has helped in collecting an aggregate amount of data used for the study.




3.7	Method of Data Analysis
Issa (2004) gives further explanation on data analysis that the last segment of chapter three is developed to explain how the research intends, analyzed and interpret the data that will accrue for the administration of the respondents, that is, when data has been collected, how he intends to set out and analyzed the collected data. The data obtained from the distributed questionnaires were retrieved and analyzed by using simple percentage and cross tabulation table method of data presentation (chi-square -χ2). Furthermore, statistics analysis was adopted for the simplification of data gathering during field work to ease better understanding of the study and the statistical relationship between the observed variables.
[bookmark: _Toc140417161]














CHAPTER FOUR
[bookmark: _Toc140417162]DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Toc140417163]4.1	INTRODUCTION
This chapter focuses on the presentation of data, analysis of research instrument and discussion of findings obtained from one hundred (100) questionnaires administered to the respondents. The data obtained during the field survey through questionnaire instrumentation were presented in tables and analyzed using chi-square method (x2 )
[bookmark: _Toc140417164]4.2	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
[bookmark: _Toc140417165]4.2.1	Analysis of Respondents’ Demographic
Table 4.2.1: Sex of Respondents
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Male
	39
	39%

	Female
	61
	61%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025.
Analysis: From the table presented above, 39(39%) of 100 respondents that participated in this survey are male while 61(61%) of the respondents are female. This shows a balance data collection from both genders.
Table 4.2.2: Age of Respondents
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	20-35
	87
	87%

	36-45
	12
	12%

	40 and above
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 87 (87%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey were between the ages of 20-35 years. 12(12%) of the respondents were between age 36-45 years while 1(1%) respondents were between 46 years above. This shows that data were collected from respondents between ages 20-40 years with respondents between ages 20-35 years having the highest population




Table 4.2.3: Education of Respondents
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	NCE & OND
	73
	73%

	HND & B.SC
	22
	22%

	M.SC and Above
	5              
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 22 (22%) of 100 respondents were HND/B.SC holders, 73 (73%) of the respondents were NCE/OND holders while 5 (5%) respondents were M.SC and above holder. This indicated all gathered data were retrieved from literate respondents who have in-depth knowledge of the phenomenon understudy with NCE/OND holders having the highest supply of data
Table 4.2.4: Marital status of Respondents
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Single
	79
	79%

	Married
	21
	21%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025	
Analysis: From the above table, 79 (79%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey were single, 21 (21%) of the respondents are married while 0 (0%) of the respondents belong to other marital status besides those stated in the option box. Singles, have the highest data supply for the study.
Table 4.2.5: Occupation of Respondents
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Civil Servant
	16
	16%

	Self Employed
	13
	13%

	Student
	76
	76%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 76 (76%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey were student, 13 (13%) of the respondents are self-employed while 16 (16%) of the total respondents are civil servants. Students are the highest class of respondents that supplied the highest data (76%) for this study during the field survey.
[bookmark: _Toc140417166]4.2.2	Analysis of Questions in Research Instrument
Table 4.2.6: Do radio programming provides valuable information and resources for people with special needs?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes
	96
	96%

	No
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the above table, 96(96%) of 100 respondents indicated that radio programming provides valuable information and resources for people with special needs while 4 (4%) of the respondents refuted the question.
Table 4.2.7: To what extent do you believe radio programs have contributed to the social inclusion and integration of people with special needs in the society?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Very large extent
	65
	65%

	Large extent
	17
	17%

	Slightly
	16
	16%

	No extent
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 65 (65%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey believed at a very large extent that radio programs have contributed to the social inclusion and integration of people with special needs in the society. 17 (17%) of the respondents believed at a large extent







Table 4.2.8: How well do you think radio programs have facilitated access to education, employment, and other opportunities for people with special needs?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Exceeding well
	75
	75%

	Somewhat well
	18
	18%

	Neutral
	3
	3%

	Not well at all
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 136(68%) of 100 respondents indicated that radio programs have exceedingly well facilitated access to education, employment, and other opportunities for people with special needs. 44(22%) of the respondents claimed somewhat well while 20(10%) other respondents were neutral.
Table 4.2.9: Do you believe radio has helped in reducing the stigma and discrimination faced by people with special needs?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes
	89
	89%

	No
	11
	11%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 89 (89%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey believed that radio has helped in reducing the stigma and discrimination faced by people with special needs while 11 (11%) other respondents did not believe in the claim.
Table 4.2.10: Do you think radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Yes
	86
	86%

	No
	8
	8%

	Not sure 
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 86 (86%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey admitted that radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society. 8 (8%) of the respondents did not admit with the claim while 6 (6%) of the respondents are not sure whether radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society
Table 4.2.11: The airing of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is consistent and reliable.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	76
	76%

	Agree
	21
	21%

	Undecided
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 76 (76%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey, strongly agreed and agreed respectively that airing of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is consistent and reliable while 3 (3%) other respondents were undecided.
Table 4.2.12: Radio broadcasts aimed at people with special needs positively contribute to their overall well-being.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	42
	42%

	Agree
	52
	52%

	Undecided
	5
	5%

	Disagree
	1
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 42(42%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio broadcasts aimed at people with special needs positively contribute to their overall well-being. 52 (52%) respondents agreed with the statement, 5 (5%) were undecided while 1 (1%) disagreed with the statement. 


Table 4.2.13: There is a sufficient variety of radio programs addressing the welfare of people with special needs.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	52
	52%

	Agree
	38
	38%%

	Undecided
	8
	8%

	Disagree
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 52 (52%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that there is a sufficient variety of radio programs addressing the welfare of people with special needs. 38 (38%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 8 (8%) were undecided while 2 (2%) respondents disagreed with the statement
Table 4.2.14: Radio plays a significant role in empowering individuals with special needs and making them feel included in society.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	50
	50%

	Agree
	42
	42%

	Undecided
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the above table, 50 (50%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio plays a significant role in empowering individuals with special needs and making them feel included in society. 42 (42%) of the respondents agreed with the statement while 7 (7%) were undecided.
Table 4.2.15: Radio stations allocate adequate airtime for discussions and interviews related to the welfare of people with special needs.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	63
	63%

	Agree
	25
	25%

	Undecided
	7
	7%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the above table, 63 (63%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio stations allocate adequate airtime for discussions and interviews related to the welfare of people with special needs. 25 (25%) of the respondents agreed with the statement while 7 (7%) were undecided.
Table 4.2.16: Radio programs targeting people with special needs have the potential to positively influence public attitudes towards individuals with special needs
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	52
	52%

	Agree
	35
	35%

	Undecided
	9
	9%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: The table above shows that 52 (52%) of 100 respondent that participated in the field survey agreed that Radio programs targeting people with special needs have the potential to positively influence public attitudes towards individuals with special needs. 3 (3%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement, 35 (35%) respondents strongly agreed while 9 (9%) were undecided.
Table 4.2.17: Radio serves as an effective platform for people with special needs to voice their opinions, concerns, and experiences.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60%

	Agree
	28
	28%

	Undecided
	6
	6%

	Disagree
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the above table, 60 (60%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio serves as an effective platform for people with special needs to voice their opinions, concerns, and experiences. 28 (28%) of the respondents agreed, 6 (6%) of the respondents were undecided while 6 (6%) disagreed with the statement.
Table 4.2.18: Radio programs for people with special needs have a positive impact on their well-being and quality of life.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	42
	42%

	Agree
	44
	44%

	Undecided
	10
	10%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 44 (44%) of 100 respondents agreed that radio programs for people with special needs have a positive impact on their well-being and quality of life. 42 (42%) of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement while 3 (3%) disagreed.
Table 4.2.19: The scheduling of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is convenient and considerate of the target audience.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	68
	68%

	Agree
	17
	17%

	Undecided
	11
	11%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 68 (68%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that the scheduling of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is convenient and considerate of the target audience. 17 (17%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 3 (3%) disagreed while 11 (11%) were undecided.
Table 4.2.20: Radio is more efficient than other mass media in promoting the welfare of people with special need.
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Strongly Agree
	59
	59%

	Agree
	25
	25%

	Undecided
	6
	6%

	Disagree
	9
	9%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Analysis: From the table presented above, 59 (59%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that radio is more efficient than other mass media in promoting the welfare of people with special need. 25 (25%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 9 (9%) disagreed while 6 (6%) of the respondents were undecided.
4.3 [bookmark: _Toc140417167]ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Research Question One: What are the contributions of radio towards improving the welfare of people with special needs?
Table 6, 9, 10, 12, 14-20 provided answers to research question one.
In table 6, 96 (96%) of 100 respondents indicated that radio programming provides valuable information and resources for people with special needs while 4 (4%) of the respondents refuted the question. In table 9 and 10, 89 (89%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey believed that radio has helped in reducing the stigma and discrimination faced by people with special needs and 86 (86%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey also admitted that radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society. 11 (11%) of the respondents did not admit with the claim while 8 (8%) of the respondents are not sure whether radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society.
In table 12, 42 (42%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio broadcasts aimed at people with special needs positively contribute to their overall well-being. 52 (52%) respondents agreed with the statement, 5 (5%) were undecided while 1 (1%) disagreed with the statement. 
More so in table 14 to 20, 50 (50%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio plays a significant role in empowering individuals with special needs and making them feel included in society. 42 (42%) of the respondents agreed with the statement as well. Also, 63 (63%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio stations allocate adequate airtime for discussions and interviews related to the welfare of people with special needs and 25 (25%) of the respondents agreed with the statement as well.
 Also, 52 (52%) of 100 respondent that participated in the field survey agreed that Radio programs targeting people with special needs have the potential to positively influence public attitudes towards individuals with special needs conversely, 3 (3%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement. 60 (60%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed that radio serves as an effective platform for people with special needs to voice their opinions, concerns, and experiences. 
44 (44%) of 100 respondents agreed that radio programs for people with special needs have a positive impact on their well-being and quality of life. 42 (42%) of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement while 3 (3%) disagreed. Likewise, 68 (68%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that the scheduling of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is convenient and considerate of the target audience. 17 (17%) of the respondents agreed with the statement, 3 (3%) disagreed while 11 (11%) were undecided while 59 (59%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that radio is more efficient than other mass media in promoting the welfare of people with special need, 25 (25%) of the respondents also agreed with the statement. 
Research Question Two: What is the level at which radio programmes about the welfare of people with special needs is aired?
Table 7 and 8 provided answers to research question two.
In table 7 and 8, 65 (65%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey believed at a very large extent that radio programs have contributed to the social inclusion and integration of people with special needs in the society. 17 (17%) of the respondents believed at a large extent while 75 (75%) of 100 respondents indicated that radio programs have exceedingly well facilitated access to education, employment, and other opportunities for people with special needs. 18 (18%) of the respondents claimed somewhat well while 3 (3%) other respondents were neutral.
Research Question Three: What is the rate at which radio covers and reports news about people with special needs?
Table 11 and 13 provided answers to research question three
In table 11, 76 (76%) of 100 respondents that participated in the field survey, strongly agreed and agreed respectively that airing of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is consistent and reliable while 3 (3%) other respondents were undecided. Lastly in table 13, 52 (52%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that there is a sufficient variety of radio programs addressing the welfare of people with special needs. 38 (38%) of the respondents agreed with the statement. 8 (8%) were undecided while 2 (2%) respondents disagreed with the statement
[bookmark: _Toc140417168]4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The welfare of individuals with special needs encompasses various aspects, including their physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being. This study found that radio serves as a valuable source of accessible information and education for people with special needs. It can provide updates on disability-related services, resources, and support networks. Radio programs can also address specific concerns and challenges faced by individuals with disabilities, offering guidance and promoting self-advocacy. By disseminating information through audio content, radio helps bridge the information gap and empowers people with special needs to make informed decisions about their welfare.
This study also discovered that radio platforms that include individuals with special needs as hosts, contributors, or interviewees can promote empowerment and self-expression. By sharing their stories, insights, and experiences, people with disabilities can raise awareness, challenge stereotypes, and advocate for their rights. Radio provides them with a platform to amplify their voices, fostering a sense of agency and promoting their overall welfare.
More so, this study revealed that radio broadcasts can contribute to the sense of inclusion and community building for individuals with special needs. By featuring content that is inclusive and diverse, radio programs promote a sense of belonging and acceptance. They provide a space where individuals with disabilities can find representation, connect with others who share similar experiences, and build supportive networks. This sense of community plays a crucial role in enhancing the welfare of people with special needs.
In addition, the study found that radio can facilitate social interaction and engagement for individuals with special needs. Call-in shows, talk programs, and interactive segments encourage audience participation, enabling people to share their thoughts, ask questions, and connect with hosts and other listeners. This interaction will help combating social isolation, fosters meaningful connections, and supports the social well-being of individuals with disabilities.
In conclusion, it is important to consider the varying accessibility needs of people with special needs and ensure that radio programming is designed with inclusivity in mind. By recognizing and addressing these needs, radio can have a significant positive impact on the welfare of individuals with special needs, promoting their inclusion, empowerment, and overall well-being


[bookmark: _Toc140417169]CHAPTER FIVE
[bookmark: _Toc140417170]SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, LIMITATION OF THE STUDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc140417171]5.1	Summary
This research study examines “the impact of radio towards the welfare of people with special needs”. This research work is divided into five chapters. Each chapter reviewed step approach for easy presentation to the research contents.
Chapter one focuses on the background of the study, statement of the research problem, research objectives, research questions, significance of the study, scope of the study and definition of terms. Chapter two of this research work opines on the theoretical context relevant to the study and in view of this, social responsibility theory of the media was adopted with various conceptual thesis used to explain the variables in the study. Chapter three of this research work contains research design adopted in the study, population of reasearch study, sample size and sampling techniques while the researcher use questionnaire as instrument validity and reliability to the instrument, method of administration of the instrument and method of data presentation and analysis. Chapter four explained how data gathered were analyzed for proper understanding it also contained how data were represented. Chapter five clearly summarized the chapters from chapter one to four and also contained conclusion and recommendation of the study.
In summary, radio has a significant impact on the welfare of people with special needs in several ways. It provides accessible information and education, empowering individuals to make informed decisions and advocate for their rights. Radio promotes inclusion and community building by offering representation and connecting individuals with shared experiences. It contributes to entertainment and recreation, providing enjoyment and stress relief. Moreover, radio facilitates social interaction and engagement, combating social isolation and promoting meaningful connections. By recognizing and addressing the needs of people with special needs, radio can enhance their overall welfare, fostering empowerment, inclusion, and well-being.
[bookmark: _Toc140417172]5.2	Conclusion
Radio plays a significant role in enhancing the welfare of people with special needs. It provides accessible information, education, and entertainment, addressing the specific needs and concerns of individuals with disabilities. By promoting inclusion and representation, radio programs contribute to a more inclusive society, reducing stigma and fostering a sense of belonging. Moreover, radio serves as a platform for empowerment, self-expression, and social interaction, enabling individuals with special needs to connect with others and advocate for their rights. Through its diverse programming, radio positively impacts the mental, emotional, and social well-being of people with disabilities, ultimately enhancing their overall welfare. Continued efforts to ensure inclusivity and accessibility in radio programming will further amplify these positive effects and contribute to the well-being of individuals with special needs.
Overall, the impact of radio on the welfare of people with special needs is significant and multi-faceted. Through its accessibility, inclusivity, and various programming options, radio contributes to the empowerment, inclusion, and overall well-being of individuals with disabilities, enhancing their quality of life and promoting a more inclusive society.
5.3 [bookmark: _Toc140417173]Limitation of the study
1. Accessibility Barriers: Although radio is an auditory medium, individuals with hearing impairments may face challenges in accessing radio content. Without appropriate accommodations such as closed captioning or transcripts, individuals who rely on visual cues for communication may not be able to fully benefit from radio programming.
2. Time: Duration of the research work is relatively short
3. Limited Materials: No research work in history has been regarded successful in isolation to the previously conducted. There are little available literatures on which this research work is staged. 
4. Academic Activities: Stress emanated from other curriculum activities is also another depletion
5. Finance: Financial constraint poses a major limitation to this work.
[bookmark: _Toc140417174]5.4	Recommendations
Based on the foregoing, the following recommendations were made:
1. Radio stations should strive to provide accessibility features such as closed captioning, transcripts, or audio descriptions for individuals with hearing or visual impairments. This ensures that people with different disabilities can fully access and benefit from radio content.
2. Radio stations can collaborate with disability advocacy organizations, support groups, and experts to develop inclusive programming that addresses the specific needs and concerns of people with special needs. These partnerships can provide valuable insights and ensure that content is relevant and meaningful.
3. Radio programming should aim to include diverse voices and perspectives of people with disabilities. This can be achieved by actively seeking out and featuring individuals from various disability communities, ensuring that their stories and experiences are accurately represented.
4. Radio stations should make efforts to provide region-specific information, resources, and support networks for people with special needs. This can be done through partnerships with local disability organizations or by featuring local guests and topics that are relevant to the specific community.
5. Radio stations can explore interactive platforms that allow for increased engagement and participation of individuals with special needs. This can include incorporating social media integration, live chat, or dedicated phone lines to encourage audience interaction, feedback, and involvement in radio programming.
6. Radio stations can leverage digital platforms such as online streaming, podcasts, and mobile applications to expand their reach and accessibility. This enables individuals with special needs to access radio content at their convenience and opens up additional channels for engagement and participation.
7. Radio stations can actively engage with the special needs community by organizing events, workshops, or forums that encourage dialogue, collaboration, and networking. This creates opportunities for individuals with disabilities to connect with each other and with radio hosts or experts, fostering a sense of community and support.
8. Regular evaluation of the impact and effectiveness of radio programming on the welfare of people with special needs is essential. Radio stations should gather feedback, conduct surveys, and involve individuals with disabilities in the decision-making process to identify areas for improvement and ensure that the programming remains relevant and impactful.
By implementing these recommendations, radio stations can enhance their impact on the welfare of people with special needs, fostering inclusion, empowerment, and overall well-being within the community.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear respondent,
I am carrying out a research on the topic: “Impact of Radio towards the Welfare of People with Special Needs. A case study of Kwara State for Special Needs.” The study is exclusively an academic exercise. I hereby seek your indulgence to assist by filling the following questions as honestly as possible. I affirm that all information given shall be treated with anonymity and use for academic purpose only. 
Thank you for your cooperation.					
Researcher
SECTION A
Demographic Profile of Respondents
Instruction: Kindly tick (√) appropriately an option most suitable to you in the space boxes provided below:
1. Gender: (a) Male [   ]   (b) Female [   ]
2. Age: (a) 20-35  [   ]   (b) 36-45 [   ]  (c) 46 and above [  ]
3. Marital status: (a) Single [   ]   (b)  Married [   ]    (c) Others [   ]
4. Education: (a) NCE/OND [   ]    (b)  HND/BSC [   ]   (c)  M.sc and above [   ]
5. Occupation: (a) Civil Servant [  ]   (b)  Self Employed [   ]  (c)  Student [   ]  (d) Others [   ]
SECTION B
Questions on Research Variables
Instruction: Kindly tick (√) appropriately an option most suitable to you in the space boxes provided below:
6. Do radio programming provides valuable information and resources for people with special needs? (a) Yes [  ]   (b) No [  ]  (c) Neutral [  ]
7. To what extent do you believe radio programs have contributed to the social inclusion and integration of people with special needs in the society? (a) Very large extent [  ]   (b) Large extent [  ]  (c) Slightly [  ]  (d) No extent [  ]
8. How well do you think radio programs have facilitated access to education, employment, and other opportunities for people with special needs? (a) Exceedingly well [  ]  (b) Somewhat well [  ]  (c) Not well at all [  ]  (d) Neutral [  ]
9. Do you believe radio has helped in reducing the stigma and discrimination faced by people with special needs? (a) Yes [  ]   (b) No [  ]  (c) Neutral [  ]
10. Do you think radio promotes the constitutional rights and advocate for the welfare of people with special needs in the society? (a) Yes [  ]  (b) No [  ]  (c) Not sure [  ]
Likert Scale Questions
Instruction: Tick (√) an option in the space boxes provided that best describe your level of agreement with the statements below in respect to the identified research questions.

Keywords: Strongly agree [SA]-Agree [A]-Undecided [U]-Disagree [D]-Strongly disagree [SD]
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	OPTIONS

	
	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	The airing of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is consistent and reliable.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Radio broadcasts aimed at people with special needs positively contribute to their overall well-being.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	There is a sufficient variety of radio programs addressing the welfare of people with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Radio plays a significant role in empowering individuals with special needs and making them feel included in society.
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Radio stations allocate adequate airtime for discussions and interviews related to the welfare of people with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Radio programs targeting people with special needs have the potential to positively influence public attitudes towards individuals with disabilities.
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Radio serves as an effective platform for people with special needs to voice their opinions, concerns, and experiences.
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Radio programs for people with special needs have a positive impact on their well-being and quality of life.
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	The scheduling of radio programs about the welfare of people with special needs is convenient and considerate of the target audience.
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Radio is more efficient than other mass media in promoting the welfare of people with special need
	
	
	
	
	



