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Abstract
This paper discussed the impact of Local Government in the development of rural communities in Nigeria. It stated how the long abandonment and neglect of the local governments in Nigeria have affected the lives and development of the rural communities. The paper is of the opinion that the influence of people or mad rush of the people and the competition for scarce resources in the urban areas were as a result of the neglect of communities by the successive governments that ruled this country since independence. The objective of this paper is to bring to focus the level of poverty, corruption and abandonment of the rural areas by the successive government that ruled this country since independence the paper observed that the recent move and emphasis on rural development is because the politicians have discovered that development without the rural areas cannot be real. Hence there could be no meaningful development without the contributing role of the local government at the grass root level. The paper concluded by stating that rural development will involve a strategy of re orientating values, reducing poverty, creating wealth and generating employment. It recommended a conscious reorganization and adaptation of the social and political institutions of the state to suit the needs of the rural population, including offering farmers improved crop varieties and provide basic services and medium size enterprises that will help to create jobs in will help to solve the problem of the local areas.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 	INTRODUCTION
1.1    	BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
 Local government as a means for grass roots and national development has persisted in spite of modern achievements in the fields of politics, economics, technology, Communication, transportation etc. the increasing demand for local government in every part of the world is being motivated by the desire of the rural populace to contribute directly in the affairs of their communities. In fact, local government is as old as mankind; because it is the only form of human’s administration that has existed from the history of man. The theory of human society is shrouded with the necessity of community development through a recognized local administrative structure that culminated into local government administration.
“Local government is the third-tier of government in Nigeria vested with the responsibility of transforming various communities into effective socio-economic and political advanced structures for national development that is the improvement of the quality of life of communities.  Local government Is any form of administration that is found at the grass roots level with the primary objective of integrating the rural populace into the decision making process of the state (Gowon, 1990).
(1979 constitution Federal Republic of Nigeria). Therefore, local government system is an administration of the rural areas by people who know their community needs. This type of administration is informed by the idea that since the people know the needs of their community, they would do everything with the political institutions to discharge such basis responsibility as provision of amenities and security to governed (Adedeji, 2000). 
Every government owes it citizens the duly to develop them through the provision of portable water, health care, education, roads, food, shelter, and any socio-economic variables. Such provision must also include framework that will enable them to have a say on what they get and how they get it. It is in this respect that the members of the society can be expected to discharge their own civic responsibilities to the government and the society at large. Legitimacy involves the capacity of the system to engender and maintain the belief that the existing political institutions are the most appropriate for the growth and development of the society. Groups regard a political system legitimate or illegitimate according to way in which its values fit with theirs (Lipset, 1969).
The 1976 local government reforms in Nigeria saw local government as the government at local level exercised through representative councils established by law to exercise specific powers within defined area. These powers should give the council substantial control over local affairs as well as the staff, institutional and financial powers to initiate and direct the provision of services. It also exists to determine and implement projects so as to complement the activities of the state and federal government in their areas, which is to be achieved through the active participation of the people and their traditional institutions, so that local initiative and response to local needs and conditions are maximized.
The United Nations office for public administration states that local governments should have control over local affairs which will include the powers to impose taxes or to exact labour for prescribed purposes. It states further that those who are to govern such entity should be elected or locally selected. The local government must also be constituted by law (Ola, 1984).
The functions and responsibilities of local governments in Nigeria are enshrined in the Fourth Schedule of the 1999 Constitution. These include providing basic services such as healthcare, primary education, maintenance of roads, water supply, sanitation, and rural electrification. Local governments are also responsible for encouraging agricultural development, markets, and transportation systems that support rural economic activities. They are also expected to collect certain types of taxes, such as property rates and business licenses, to generate revenue for the provision of these services (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2021)
The existence of the three tiers of government in Nigeria is therefore, expected to respond to these functions or responsibilities.  While the three tiers have varied geopolitical boundaries of authority, they all have certain common responsibilities towards the development of the country in general and in particular their individual areas of influences. As for the level of human materials and financial resources available to them, the federal government is the richest, followed by the state, leaving the local governments as the poorest. Yet the latter is the closest to the majority of the people of the country, most especially to those living in the rural areas. The local government administration is most suited for the development of the rural communities, which are very remote from both the state and central government. The Federal government said through Musa Shehu Yar’adua in the foreword to the guidelines for local government reforms (1976):
“In embarking on these reforms, the federal military government was essentially motivated by the necessity to stabilize and rationalize government at the local level. This must of necessity entail the decentralization of some significant functions of the state. A government to local in order to harness local resources for rapid development. The federal military government has therefore decided to recognize local governments as the third tier of governmental activity in the nation”
Local government should do precisely what the word government implies that is government at the grass roots or local level. He went further to say that, the reforms are intended to entrust political responsibility to where it is most crucial and most beneficial, that is, to the people. These local governments have remained integral parts of the administration of the country from the colonial times and have continued to remind the people of the state and central government. Most times they have always been composed of local people who the members of the society can identify and relate with, culturally. This explains the constant clamour for their creations by rural communities. There are no institutions in this country, which are potentially more capable and including physical infrastructural facilities that local government councils. Local government represents the generally accepted fact of political life that all the functions of government cannot be run on the basis central administration alone. It consequently represent the need for political participation and fro convenience (Hashim, 1981). This is true in recognizing the fact that apart from bringing the government closer to the people which a popular cliché́ often used by government officials, local government are better positioned to understand the development needs of the communities. In spite of the existence of local government administration in Nigeria, development in the rural areas has continued to remain a mirage. 
Ijere (1989), observed that, Nigeria’s rural poor constitute the other Nigeria with poverty linked characteristics, lacking purchasing power enough to maintain a minimum standard of living and they are the victims of collective poverty in contrast to pockets or “Islands” of underdevelopment, the American Style which are surrounded by regions of abundances.
In almost every rural community, there is dearth of portable water, health care delivery facilities, accessible roads and good schools, among others and also infant mortality rate and maternal deaths are on the rampage. 
Ayo (1984) observed a more serious obstacles to local government administration in contribution to rural development in developing countries such as Nigeria and benne republic are the political assignment in which the local administration in their respective localities hate simultaneously to perform the local administration and also responsible for propagating socialist ideology in their respective communities. Furthermore, Ayo (1984) assoiled that local administration situations also faced the financial problems which constitute another hindrance to the promotion of rural development.
This situation clearly generates apathy towards government as in number of rural communities, quite a sizeable percentage of the population do not bother about government and issues emanating from official quarters. The level of mobilization is low and there is little or no consolation with the communities on any issues. This trend to question the rationality of the establishment of local government administration, which should act as a medium for rural development.  An examination of the existence of local government administration from colonial times reveal that successive government have handled the issue of rural development with less than piquant approach. Local governments instead of being used as tools for effective rural transformation, tend to be used for purposes other than social development. Some reasons that csan be advanced for this sad development is the fact that Before (1976), no properly articulated rural development policies have always been introduced on the communities by government officials without their sustainability being covered. The essence of this study was to establish the impact of local government on rural development in Moro Local Government Area. 
1.2.          STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS
Majority of Nigerians live in the rural communities, which have failed to witness any significant development, despite the strategic positions the local governments occupy in the scheme of affairs. Poverty is an endemic and a stark reality that people die from unpreventable ailment. Over the years efforts have been made to reform the local government system and to increase the participation of the people. Despite these reforms there are problems with the local government system.
Farming and tin mining, the main occupations of the people is declining and, the quality of primary education has fallen, health care delivery and access roads are in deplorable conditions. Local government autonomy means that the local government is elected at the local level and operated independently of the state and federal government. The local government is no longer an appendage or field office of the state government. But in Nigeria today, local government lack autonomy as a result of interferences by both the state and the federal governments. They lack the freedom to make their own laws, rules and regulations, formulate, execute and evaluate their own plans and the right to recruit, promote, develop and discipline its own affairs. 
However, some of the problems associated with Moro Local Government Area are peculiar to some of the problems of local government in Nigeria. These problems include among other things like insufficient funding or poor financial base to exercise complete independence in the provision of social services, lack of adequate human, material and financial resources both in terms of quantity and quality to carry out its own activities, corruption and poverty mismanagement of funds and lack of autonomy. In spite of development plans in Nigeria which dates back as far as 1946, local governments in Nigeria are still underdeveloped.
1.3	AIMS AND OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
Nigeria and most development countries appliqued with the striking disparities between the working and living condition in Urban areas. These disparities are manifested in various ways most important of which are low purchasing power of rural communities and general lock of insufficiency or infrastructure for community development and growth considerate normal among development countries such as adequate communication, education, and medical facilities (Alabi, 1990)
The study sought to investigate the roles and functions of Moro Local Government Area in the development of rural areas and to identify and proffer solutions to some of the fundamental problems challenging the development of rural areas. 
Specifically, the study intends to achieve the following aims and objectives: 
1. To evaluate the role of Moro Local Government Area in rural development. 
2. To identify the constraints militating against the performances of Moro Local Government in the development of rural areas. 
3. To analyze the prospect for Nigerian local government in the light of this investigation and coherently recommend ways for more effective and vibrant administration and management of local government in Nigeria.
4.  To examine the organic relationship between local government and rural development.
1.4 	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Oladosu, (1996). Observed that a local government efficient in this operation who it’s able to fulfill certain condition which include meeting the challenges of technological and social changes wing effectively scare resources of money and skilled manpower infusing citizens to participate actively in the management of their own affair talking of realistically new task all aimed at enhancing the quality of republic life.
In the light of above observation the need to investigate local government and problems of rural development in kwara state would provide information which would be immense assistance to administration traitor at a local state and federal level in understanding the position, contribution of local government to rural development in various communities.
Furthermore, the study is also important because of the information it would provide to the administrators, the budgeting and planning commission and the rural populace in knowing more about the contribution of local government to rural development.
This study would also provide relevant information that would be of significant assistance to the present serving councils (Chairman and Councilors) and incoming councils taking problems associated with local government administration and rural development.
In addition the above study of this nature is therefore needed to help Nigeria society in Nigeria society in general and kwara state in particular to appreciate the contribution of local government to rural communities in making a better rural populace, To recapitulate therefore, the resources of this study would serve a responsible purpose to administrator at the local state and federal level and these concern with the development of rural communities to appreciate the contribution of local rural development and also know the problems confronting the local government and development in achieving the desired result of objective in the growth and development of rural area under their administration.
The study will help immensely in guiding the local government policy makers to make better decisions for rural development in rural areas. Thereafter, this study is to provide an insight in which local people will be able to participate in the politics of their communities and to educate the people on the roles and duties they should play in the development of their locality. Thereafter, this research is beneficial to the researchers, students, Moro LGC. This work is important due to the fact that it will go a long way to provide literature material and propel further research.
1.5	SCOPE OF LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
This study was limited to Moro Local Government Area of kwara state. The reason this limitation is the fact that the local government areas is made up of rural communities which fall within the target area research intends to investigate.
This research is designed to ascertain rural development efforts of Moro Local Government in line with the 1976 government reform which gave local government wider scope in relations to their duties and functions in grassroots developments.
Furthermore, the research study was also limited to the council’s executive legislative arms (Councilors) and the decision make of local government council or local government administrative.
1.6 	ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY/PLAN OF THE STUDY
Chapter one consist of the introduction, the statement of the problem, the objective of the study, significance of the study, the scope and limitation of the study,  and the work plan of the study. 
Chapter two consists of literature review, the Conceptual Framework, and summary of the chapter. 
Chapter Three consist of methodology Research, sample and population of the study, source of data / data collection instrument, method of analysis, and research problems. 
Chapter four consist of data presentation, Analysis and interpretation, Brief history on the case study, presentation of data, analysis of data, testing of hypothesis, and summary of the data. 
Chapter five consist of summary recommendation of findings, summary recommendation conclusion and bibliography.
1.7	DEFINITION OF TERMS USED
The major used in this study are operationally defined to have the following:
a. 	Local Government: this refers to local government administration comprising of elected chairman and councilor with supervisor in charge of running the affairs of grass root level.
b. 	Rural Development: it refers to essential social services provide by the local people to improve the life of village and communities under their administrative such service include supply, of social amends, health services etc.
c. 	Rural area: Can be defined as any geographical area that is yet to develop or have their social amenities which can be recognized as a development place complexity and interrelated to the urban people so as to influence with them
d. 	Development: can be analyzing as to aim to plan to raise the productivity of the African lands, their human and stock carrying capacity that increase standard living of the people
e. 	Rural Development: it is a way aimed at setting attention paid to the quality of rural live. It is also known as series of quantitative changes occurring among a given rural population and for standard of living which lead to favourable change in the ways of life R.F Ola (1984) defined local government as a political sub – division of a nation or state which is constituted by law and Substantial control of local affairs including the power to impose taxes or exact.
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[bookmark: _Hlk205870846]CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 	Introduction
In the process of decision making, the intensification by the participation of masses and democratization’s process are two essential aspects that defend the local government’s existence. 
Without local government’s system it is not possible to consider any political system to be completed and entirely democratic. The two-fold essentialities (purposes) that local government serves are (a) supplying goods and services come under administrative purpose, (b) the representation and the involvement of masses in locating particular public need and objectivity to understand how these needs can be met. The  administration and representation at local levels inside the structure of local government is Connected and formulated by the process of representatives at local government. 
 For the enhancement of creating a better understanding about the local government’s structure and functions, it is essential to elaborate and define local government and create awareness about Local government values and democracy. The importance and the essentiality of local government will be concentrated on by keeping in mind the aspects of local government so that the attentions are drawn towards the distinctive local government’s structure as the fundamental framework of  the local government is formed by the local government’s administrative structure where the determination and implementation of public policy take place at local level. Hence the attentions are directed towards the councils’ composition and activities performed by these councils.
These write up that  are related to this research cannot be warned off, rather they have aided and assisted the compilation of the work.
They have guided in the track and study of rural development local government. Retrace works have been stored up in the same available texts books, magazine, printed journals and college handout in the roles in the political system and can not be bye-passed. 
There is no room for international comparison we shall limit our searcher to Nigeria for now. The essence of rural development via local government administration cannot  be over emphasized. As we go along, we shall distinguish term, rural development and term local government so as to have a better sight into the topics.
2.1 	Conceptual Framework
2.1.1 	Meaning Of Local Government
The concept of local government involves a philosophical commitment to democratic participation in the governing process at the grassroots level. This Implies legal and administrative decentralization of authority, power and personnel by a higher level of government to a community with a will of its Own, performing specific functions as within the wider national framework. Agagu, (2020) says local government is a government at the grassroots level of administration meant for meeting peculiar grassroots need of the people. Lawal (2020) Local government can also be defined as that tier of government closest to the people and vested with certain powers to exercise control over the affairs of people in its domain.
Akpan (2019) defined local government as the breaking down of a country into smaller units or localities for the purpose of administration in which the Inhabitants of the different units or localities. Gomme (1987) views local government as an entity that allows democracy to flourish at the local level.
Olowu (1988)sees it as an element of decentralization, resulting from devolution. Faguet (2005) defines it as an independent entity within its territory, having powers transferred from the central government. Additionally, the European Charter on Local Autonomy, describes local self-government as the right and ability of local authorities to manage public affairs within the limits set by law . Other definitions emphasize local government’s role as a subdivision of a nation or state with substantial authority to extract labor and impose taxes over its jurisdiction. Ultimately, local government is about responding to different needs and realizing different aspirations within its community .
Several scholars have contributed to the discourse on local governments, offering diverse perspectives on their role, functions, and challenges. Some notable scholars include John Stuart Mill, A.E.C. Ogunna, and Emmanuel Onyebuchi Ezeani. Their work spans from theoretical frameworks to practical analyses of local government administration and its impact on communities.
John Stuart Mill:
A proponent of classical liberalism, Mill  argued that local government, due to their proximity  to the people can provide certain service more efficiently and economically than central government, according to Aphriapub  he emphasized the convenience and advasability of allowing communities Administer  service within their shared interest
Professor Emmanuel Onyebuchi Ezeani:
Ezeani work focusing on repositioning local government in Nigeria to  enhance their effectiveness, according to University of Nigeria Nsukka. He  highlights the importance of local participation in achieving national goals like the Millennium  Development Goals (MDGS).
Maddick:
According to University of Nsukka, Maddick’s work emphasizes that local authorities should provide opportunities for local people to participate in decision s and schemes acting as local center for development. 
F.O. Onah:
In his work  “PATHOLOGIES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION: MANPOWER PROBLEMS,” Onah addresses the challenges of manpower shortages in Nigeria local government .
A.E.C. Ogunna and R.O.F. Ola:
Their Books,  “LOCAL ADMINISTRATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NIGERIA,” Provides a comprehensive overview of the administrative and governmental aspect of local governance in Nigeria .
2.1.2 	Function Of Local Government
Local government play a crucial roles in providing essential services and promoting development at the local level. The key functions of local government include:
1. Service Delivery: Providing basic services such as:
    - Water and sanitation
    -Healthcare
    - Education
    - Infrastructure (roads, bridges, etc.)
2. Planning and Development: Planning and implementing development projects to promote economic growth and improve the quality of life for local communities.
3. Regulatory Functions: Regulating local activities such as:
    - Zoning and land use
    - Business licensing
    - Environmental protection
4. Community Engagement: Engaging with local communities to:
    - Gather feedback and input on development initiatives
 - Promote participatory governance
    - Build trust and accountability
5. Resource Management: Managing local resources such as:
    - Finances
    - Human resources
    - Natural resources
6. Social Services: Providing social services such as:
    - Poverty alleviation programs
    - Social welfare services
    - Disaster management
By performing these functions, local governments can promote development, improve the quality of life for local communities, and enhance governance and accountability at the local level.
2.2 	Rural Development
The conceptual framework for understanding the impact of local government in rural areas can be structured around several key components. First, the inputs include resources like funding, human capital, and policies enacted by the local government. These inputs are shaped by external factors such as state and national policies, economic conditions, and the specific characteristics of the rural area. 
Magbogunje (1990) asserted that rurality refer is always of life and in the context of most developing countries also to made production as  a  ways of life .it emphasized the traditional, and the small scale face to face, and the  strong kingship element in social international. Magbogunje explained further that rural area have been characterized as a area with high level ignorance disease and poverty.
Rural development has also been explain as a series of actions and programme which will result in that transformation of the rural population of leading to a raise in their standard of living which will ensure maximum satisfaction of the people concerned.
Furthermore, rural development have been defined by expert as the act of improving the social economic conditions of law in some group in rural areas, In other words emphasized is laid both on the quantitative and qualitative approaches to defining rural development. 
 An increase in national revenues is not all that defined development according to Adegboye (1990) the concept of development is a must debated concept which is laden with ideological and culture interpretations. Development is general of goods and services every time and the distribution of these are among the population.
Alabi (1990), also observe the rural development entails and transcends agricultural development which is just one aspect of the productive life of the poor rural area. In essence, rural development implies broad based re-organization and mobilization of the rural masses so as to enhance the capability to cope effectively with the daily task of the lives and with changes consequent upon the Objectives of rural development according to Magbogunje (1994) among others include;
1. 	Utilize labour more effectively by directing in towards improvement in rural infrastructure and enhancement in rural productive, embracing not only agriculture but other complementary non agricultural activities such as marketing, industrialization and transportation
2. 	Maximize rural urban income differentiation by expanding employment opportunities in rural areas.
In conclusion, local government is said to enable only locally administered services of local importance, provide civic education, train political leaders, provide information about localities to the central government that is necessary for effectively meeting their needs, and diffuse political power so as to reduce concentrations of power.
Local governments in rural areas are crucial for community development, facing unique challenges and opportunities. This framework explores their impact, focusing on key areas:
· Service Delivery: Local governments provide essential services like infrastructure, healthcare, and education. Effective service delivery improves the quality of life.
· Economic Development: Local governments support agriculture, tourism, and small businesses. These efforts create jobs and boost local economies.
· Social Welfare: Local governments address poverty, healthcare access, and social inclusion. They support vulnerable populations and enhance community well-being.
· Environmental Sustainability: Local governments manage natural resources and promote sustainable practices. These actions protect the environment. Factors influencing impact include governance quality, financial resources, community engagement, and intergovernmental relations.
2.3  	Role of Local Government in Rural Development
Local governments play an essential role in national development, particularly through their ability to influence grassroots development. They are strategically placed to address the needs of rural areas, where larger levels of government might not have direct access. By delivering services such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure, local governments can significantly impact the quality of life in rural areas and contribute to reducing poverty.. Moreover, local governments serve as an entry point for participatory democracy, allowing citizens to engage more directly with governance processes and hold their elected representatives accountable.
The functions and responsibilities of local governments in Nigeria are enshrined in the Fourth Schedule of the 1999 Constitution. These include providing basic services such as healthcare, primary education, maintenance of roads, water supply, sanitation, and rural electrification. Local governments are also responsible for encouraging agricultural development, markets, and transportation systems that support rural economic activities.
Local governments have made significant contributions to infrastructure development in rural areas, including roads, water supply, and health facilities. A study found that 48.6% of respondents strongly agreed and 28.4% agreed that local government initiatives have enhanced access to clean water in rural communities. Local governments support and promote rural industries, agriculture, and entrepreneurship by providing access to credit, training, market linkages, and business development services.
Moreover, local governments significantly influence economic development in rural areas. They often manage resources, implement policies, and facilitate initiatives that promote job creation and economic growth. Studies have shown that supportive local government policies, such as tax incentives and investment in infrastructure, can attract businesses and stimulate economic activity, thereby reducing poverty and enhancing the overall prosperity of rural communities. However, the impact of local government is not always positive. Challenges such as limited financial resources, lack of skilled personnel, and geographic isolation can hinder their effectiveness. Research highlights that these constraints can lead to service delivery gaps and slow down development. Therefore, understanding these challenges and finding ways to overcome them is essential for maximizing the positive impact of local government in rural areas.
2.3 	Summary Of The Chapter
Development is a term that means different thing to different people, it is loaded with an ideological assumptions, which can be ex- pressed as faith, science or both (Apter 1987).
Development in general involves all areas of sectors such as Health, Education, Agriculture, Rural Electrification, Housing, water resources, transport etc.
Durely seers (1977) on the other hand has a different motion of development in this articles (seers) said that he doesn’t want or touch development that is predicted on national income figure that it does not really mean so much or revealed his social reality in terms of poverty.
According to Adegboye (1990) Objective indicators of universal application development such as good health, food and long-life in the African case are still matter of luxury as it evident by statistic of literacy dramatic shortage and non-availability of facilities and services related to health employment, communication etc.
According to Fred W. Biggs development refers to organized efforts to carry out programme or project throughout by those involved to serve development objectives, Edward (1993:80).
According to Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary (5th Ed) Development is “The action or process of developing or being develop” George Great (1976) sees development as “Relative to the expectations of the people” cited in Ezeali and Edeh (2007). According to Todaro and Smith (2003), development refers to the capacity of a national economy whose initial economic situation has been more or less static for a long time to generate and sustain an annual increase in its Gross National Product (GNP) at rates of perhaps 5-7 percent or more cited in Ezeh and Edeh (2007). 
To Ainabor and Otti (2011), development is an incident that causes a situation to change or progress, it’s the process of changing and becoming larger stronger or more impressive, successful or advanced, or causing some- body or something to change in this way. To Ainabor and Otti (2011), development can also be seen as a deliberate and continuous process of trans- formation and accelerated socio-political change in a desired direction, it’s a process that involves the improvement of the social, cultural, economic and political condition of the people.
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CHAPTER THREE
3.0 	METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH
3.1 	INTRODUCTION
This study is a survey in the form across sectional which data was collected once across a population through sampling nine department at the local government council in the improvement of rural communities want on the local government.
This design aims to describe the characteristics of the population or phenomenon being studied. It’s useful for understanding the current state of rural development and the role of local governments. Local governments in rural areas are crucial for community development, facing unique challenges and opportunities. This framework explores their impact, focusing on key areas:
The study adopted a mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative and qualitative data collection and analysis. The study used both primary and secondary sources of data. The primary data were collected through self-structured questionnaires with relevant Stakeholders such as Local government area officials, rural dwellers, civil society organizations and development partners.
3.2 	SAMPLING AND POPULATION OF THE STUDY
The sampling size was about 50 made of junior officers, 20 middle officers, 10 seniors,5 communities. The sampling size of 50 was small for study intended time and financial resources constraint made it Imperative to restrict the simply to the size sampling procedure that was employed.
i. All the staff of the local government was include in the study to allow for adequate representation of the various view expressed.
ii. Convenience sampling selection method was used in all 50 employees even though only to filled and returned the questionnaire
3.3 	SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION
 The data for this research work obtain essential from primary and secondary source of data, the research traces the history of local government and important of local government on rural development. It was also to investigate why rural area sponsored their self to the people in communities under their administration such as services include supply of water, education, provision of health services. A total 30 respondent out of a sample of 50 employees completed and returned their questionnaire from semi structure personnel interviews conducted here on extensive discussion was heed with junior officers, middle officers and senior staff in local government. These interviews were also intended to provide general perception on how local government was traditionally deals with issue of how rural will develop. A copy of the questionnaire is schedule attached as the interview was opened to the secondary data which constitute the sources of data, was gathered from the local government. It’s human resources management, magazine. Books and journals on impact of local government on rural development.
3.4 	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
Comprehensive research investment were development and listed before investigation started.
It questionnaire for their research was administered to some employees, this questionnaire was developed after discussion with the supervisors, the items were subsequently edited and vigilantly selected bearing in mind the research questions. The questionnaire was in one part only constituting the main items which directly addressed the research questions, items 1-3 was expected to provide an answer to the way which local government will use to develop rural area.
Item 8-12 of the questionnaire were to elicit information which rural area can be develop.
The questionnaire greatly helped the researcher in his data analysis with other minor tools were used with personal interviews occasional conversation and rural observation.
3.5	RESEARCH PROBLEM
In the course of carrying out this research works problems faced by researcher was non availability of secondary data in kwara state office of statistic that is the reason why researcher used secondary data from Moro local government to supplement the primary data 
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CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA
4.1 	Introduction
The essences of government to make significant contribution to rural development at the local government levels especially the development countries like Nigeria, has been emphatically stressed by many students of development ( chapel 1977, Hameed 1973, Sady 1962 Tahaye).
They further observed that local government are created of both federal state government and entrusted with there responsibility of promoting rural development. Ayo (1984) observed a more serious obstacle to local government administration in contributing to rural development in developing countries such as Nigeria and Benin Republic is the political assignment which the local administration in their respective localities have simultaneously to perform. These local administration are also responsible for propagating socialist ideology in their respective communities. The strategy to adopt in carrying out this role conflicts on many, grounds the interest of governed at local level.
4.2 	Historical Background Of Moro Local Government
This chapter present a historical background of structure and organization chart, development plans and development programmers and project in Moro local government of this particular ease study.
Moro local government areas in kwara state wad created out of the former Ilorin native authority following the famous 176 local government reforms in Nigeria, it share common boundaries with Nigeria and oyo the local government area Asa, Baruten, Edu, Efolodun, Ilorin south, Ilorin west and kaima local government area based on the 1963 causes figure, about 162,647 lives in the area.
Administratively the headquarters of the local government is at the heat bode- Sadu with district I e kanwa, Ejidoyan, Olorun, mate and ipaya districts. The local government area has a land area of 3304 square kilometers. It enjoy the two major climatic season of three year i.e. raining season which begin in March and terminated in the month of November, January and February.
The vegetation of this local government belongs to the guinea sauna with wood land and tall grasses. The minimum average temperature ranges between 21°c to 35°c. The people of the area s are predominantly peasant farmers and the crops they grow includes, yams, maize, guinea corn, rice, beans cassava, groundnut, vegetables and sweet potatoes. They also engage in animal husbandry and they are highly potentials to hoped in this sectors. Moro local government is not lacking behind various economic activities and material resources in abundance. The local government areas is agriculturally endowed and it also labors the Nigeria paper mill at jebba, rural and agro based small scale industries are sparsely spread 
They are about twenty-five (25) she-butters industries spread over the area, another twenty-five (25) occurs beans local mega industries. Moro local government also has a number shell seal industries which include poultry in malete, five printing press at jebba, five block industries in malagi, fourteen hotels in jebba and bode-Sadu. Local industries are also housing in Moro  local through the adoption of local government, the adoption of appropriate technology product of these industries include pounding mortal and pestle in Bribin village in Lanwa District. The people of Moro local government area basically an agrarian one with 70% of her citizens being farmers.
4.3 	Presentation Of Data
 Data collecting using the data collection instrument which is questionnaire was presented in a tabular format. Data were collected using simple random sampling of the employees of Atiso local government. The data collected through this method were used bad the primary source of data employed in this research work.


4.4 	Analysis Of Data
In analyzing the data presented, inferential statistics has been used, simple statistical table method of analyzing data that are used in which the number of respondents with respect to the total population size(i.e 80) presented were taken into percentage conclusion reached was based on the outcome of the Analysis
The following data was thus presented and analyzed as follows;
Table 4.1: sex distribution of respondent.
	 Sex
	No of Respondents 
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	60
	75

	Female 
	20
	25

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The response from questionnaire distribution indicate that 75% of the Nigeria citizen contacted were male while 25% of
The respondents were female. Therefore, from the data at hand one may say that the research seek more opinion from male who are the most active part of the society.
Table 4.2: Marital status
	Marital status 
	No of Respondents 
	Percentage %

	Married 
	18
	24.5

	Single 
	62
	77.5

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From respondents indicate that that are married and 77.5% that they are single, one should expect more able action from the respondents since majority are single.


Table 4.3 Educational Qualification
	Qualifications
	No of Respondent 
	Percentage (%)

	O’level certificate 
	  5
	6.25

	NCE/OND
	25
	31.25


	HND
	30
	63.50


	B.Scs.
	20
	25


	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above ,the qualifications distribution table indicate that the Nigerian citizen contacted as (Bsc) which constitutes 25%, the table shows that 62.5% of the respondents has Higher National Diploma (HND), 31.25% had ordinary National Diploma (OND), others are O’level holders and they constitutes 6.25% of the respondents. It can be inferred that majority of the respondents are educated people in which there opinion can be relied upon for the purpose of this research.
Table 4.4: what are the root of various problems facing rural development in Nigeria?
	Response 
	No of Respondent 
	Percentage (%)

	Federal government 
	30
	
37.5

	State government 
	20

	25

	
Local government 
	20
	12.5

	
Populace 
	10
	12.5

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table it is clear that the major root cause of various problems facing rural development in Nigeria is government. This conclusion is reached because majority of the respondents which represent 37.5% of the total respondents concluded that government is the root causes of various problems facing rural development in Nigeria.
Table 4.5: What are the government role in stabilizing rural development in Nigeria.
	Response 
	No of Respondent 
	Percentage (%)

	Adequate 
	20
	25

	Inadequate 
	60
	75

	I don’t know 
	-
	-

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above 60 respondents 75% of the respondents opine  that government role in  stabilizing  rural development in Nigeria is inadequate, while 20 respondents about 20% of the respondents opine that government role in stabilizing rural development in Nigeria has been adequate, no respondents was different in the question posed.
Table 4.6 what are the solutions to Nigeria rural development problem?
	Response 
	No of Respondent 
	Percentage (%)

	Increasing grassroots
development project 
	60
	75

	 More budget to local government 
	10
	12.5

	Total autonomy for local government 
	10
	12.5

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above 60 respondents 75% of the total respondents opine that government should increase grassroots development project, while 10 respondents representing 12.5% of the respondents opine that more budget should be given to local government in order to foster development. Also 10 respondents representing 12.5% claim that total autonomy for local government should give grassroots development project highest priority in all it dealings.
Table 4.6: What are the crucial social amenities lacking in rural communities?
	Response 
	No of Respondent 
	Percentage (%)

	Good road
	10
	
75

	Portable water
	60
	12.5

	Electricity 
	10
	
12.5

	Total
	80
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the above table, 60 respondents 75% of the total respondents opine that portable water is the most crucial social amenities lacking in rural communities, while 10 respondents about 12.5% of the respondents opine that good road is the most crucial amenities lacking in rural communities also 10 respondents about 12.5% of the respondents also opine that electricity is the most crucial social amenities lacking in rural areas.

4.5 TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS
In testing hypothesis for this study, the chi-square (X²) testing shall be applied which has the formula stated as;
X² = E(o – e)
                       E
Where
 O = observed frequency
 E = expected frequency
The testing for the hypothesis is represented by null hypothesis and alternative hypothesis which is denote with H0 and H¹ respectively.
The decision will be to accept H0 and reject H¹ or otherwise
The x² value obtained with the formula will referred to x² table while appropriate degree of freedom.
Degree of freedom is defined as;
Df = (r – l) (c- l) 
Where; r = number of row total
C = number of column total
The hypothesis shall be tested with 5% {0.05} level of significance
Decision rule
I. The null hypothesis will be accepted if the calculation value is greater than the value table
ii. The null hypothesis will be rejected if that calculation is less than the table value

Hypothesis
I. Ho : Government roles in stabilizing rural development in Nigeria is in adequate
II. H1 : Government role in stabilizing rural development in Nigeria is adequate.
Computation of observation
	cell
	O
	   E
	 O-E
	(O-E)
	(O-E)²/E

	C¹
	60
	76 05
	16.05
	257.60
	3.74

	C²
	10
	26.05
	16.05
	257.60
	4.22

	C³
	10
	26.05
	16.05
	257.60
	9.33

	Total
	
	
	
	
	17.49



  X² = E(o – e) = 17.49
               E
Degree of freedom
Df = ( r – 1 ) ( c- 1 )
( 2- 1 ) ( 2 – 1 )
1 x 1 = 1
From chi-square table, at 5% level of significance, the critical value x2 (0.95) for 1 degree of freedom is 3.84 which is less than the calculated value ( 17.49) we therefore accept the null hypothesis and reject the alternative hypothesis.
[image: ]Conclusion: it will be conclude that government role in stabilizing of significance, suing tail test (left nail) the value result is geographically presented below.








4.6 SUMMARY OF FINDING
From the diagram presented and Analysis of the hypothesis, the researcher discovered that government roles in stabilizing rural development in Nigeria is inadequate
Moreover, it is this hypothesis as been tested and seen to have led to much evil unrest over the years, it is therefore important for the government should continue t o sponsor and take cognizance of the rural  communities so that rural – urban migration which causes a lot of over crawling crowding the city should be drastically reduced.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION
5.1 SUMMARY
Every local government is facing problem with the development aspect within geographical are, it also sees to formulation of political and personal policies.
The use of rural development can be looked these, teared road, portable water, electricity, better medical facilities, greater recreational and entertainment facilities, greater exposure of information, greater access to communication facilities, greater access to self determination opportunities.
 These all seems reserved for the urban dwellers and yet the rural dwellers are also human, forever these inequalities must be readdressed.
Rural development should and must be far beyond been equated with agricultural development, food and provision of rural infrastructural. Acts today and let your home communities be in the forefront of this pioneering effort and make it a peace-shelter.
Through the empirical data collection, the study as shows that persistent effort of the local government on the development of this area have improved greatly the standard of living of it’s rural dwellers can be seen from this case study, much could and can be done however, if these and many other local government are given better and much more bigger assistance from the central government it would go a long way in performing efficiently and effectively.
5.2 RECOMMENDATION
Noted among the numerous data collected us water there are many problem that confronts rural development. To remedy those problems, alternatives strategies relating to present situation are placed and examined.
However, those already in existence should be properly taken care of by the government and local government. In areas where there are insufficient finances, the local communities and health individual should make contribution were necessary, the government cannot really satisfy the public at once and at the same time.
Education, health and retention of the rural dwellers in rested on local government, the responsibilities for primary education should be of showed remain tested on local government and communities. This can be seen by the recent nine (9) years adoption and compulsory education by the federal government.
To boost education in the area romantic education was planned, now practiced and implemented town planning and housing for the rural dwellers have to be received the current status of housing; the traditional patters of building and housing have stood test of time and generally good material used in building that roofing which is usually not durable, All what is needed is better utilization of these materials to improve durability.
A research into local building and moderns of traditional architecture is a sign of good quality of housing in rural areas.
. Institution aspect: Traditional, political, social, cultural, organizational and institutions.
. Philosophical aspect: traditional attitude and relief norms and values.
. Creative aspect: traditional oral and in some.
5.3 CONCLUSION
This wholesome of programme of rural development must articulate activities directed at increasing the efficient utilization for the energies of the rural population and the resources of their environment such that output, their productivity and the quality of their life can greatly enhanced and general enlightenment to reduce or eliminate unwanted waste and protect the rural population from destabilizing change.
Local government, it was re- emphasized must be seen and treated as the wheel and hub of progressive change and development in the rural areas. An important aspect of such recognition is also the need to organize the rural populace so that it can serve effectively as monitoring factor to enhance accountability and increase checks and balance in the process of all allocated resources.
The more complicated society becomes the great one are the danger of alienation, the felling of individual citizen that their environment all will being decided by remote and impersonal forces which they do not understand and cannot influence. It is enough local government that the contact and the confidence between govemment and citizens can be restored and maintained whichever way we look at it, grass root integrated rural development is a fundamental compelling and immediate necessitated for us it is the live socio foundation which can build our nation and mixture it to a rapid growth. Individually and collectively, we can make ourselves and our communities the very best each can possibly be. Place written literature, visual and perform arts, sports and recreations.
The following has the outstanding advantage of not only promotion interest in the problem arising from local administration of grass root democracy urban development at the expense of rural sector may be socially and politically destabilizing in future.
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