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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background to the Study
Sexual molestation has emerged as a critical social issue affecting individuals and communities worldwide. In recent years, the prevalence of this menace has heightened concerns in Nigeria, particularly in Ilorin, Kwara State, where youths have become increasingly vulnerable to sexual abuse and harassment. This troubling trend calls for urgent intervention, particularly in sensitizing the public and discouraging acts of sexual molestation. Radio campaigns have proven to be an effective tool for raising awareness and changing societal behavior due to their accessibility and ability to reach a wide audience. As such, Radio Kwara, being a key broadcasting platform in the state, has taken a central role in addressing this issue through targeted campaigns aimed at educating and empowering young people.
Sexual molestation is not just a violation of individual rights; it is a crime that undermines the dignity, safety, and psychological well-being of the victims. According to Ogunsanya (2021), one in three Nigerian women experiences some form of sexual abuse before the age of 18, while young men are not left out, as they, too, face similar challenges albeit less often reported. These alarming statistics highlight the urgent need for multi-pronged approaches to tackle the problem, and radio remains one of the most influential tools in the fight against social vices.
Radio Kwara, a state-owned broadcasting service, has been at the forefront of educating and enlightening the public on various social issues. Its wide reach, especially in rural and urban areas of Kwara State, makes it a veritable medium for addressing sexual molestation among youths. In campaigns such as "Say No to Sexual Abuse" and "Protect Our Youths", Radio Kwara has used interactive programs, jingles, and expert interviews to engage listeners on the dangers of sexual molestation and the need to speak up against perpetrators. These campaigns have also provided practical guidance on how victims can seek help.
The cultural and religious composition of Ilorin, being a predominantly Muslim city, adds another layer to the fight against sexual molestation. Traditional and religious norms often dictate how such sensitive issues are perceived and addressed. According to Adisa (2020), many victims of sexual molestation in conservative societies hesitate to speak out due to fear of stigma, victim-blaming, or family shame. Therefore, the role of radio in breaking these cultural barriers and encouraging victims to seek justice cannot be overemphasized.
Moreover, the youth population in Ilorin is particularly susceptible to sexual molestation due to factors such as peer pressure, unemployment, and lack of adequate sex education. A study by Alao and Adekunle (2019) revealed that many young people in Ilorin are unaware of their rights and the laws protecting them against sexual abuse. This knowledge gap further underscores the importance of using radio campaigns to enlighten the youth on their rights and equip them with the necessary tools to avoid and report abuse.
Radio campaigns serve as an effective bridge between the government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and the public. They not only disseminate information but also create avenues for public dialogue and collaboration. For example, Radio Kwara’s partnership with organizations like the Kwara State Gender Advocacy Network has amplified the impact of their anti-molestation campaigns. By hosting survivors who share their stories, the station has created a safe space for open discussions, breaking the culture of silence around the issue.
The power of radio lies in its ability to spark conversations and foster attitudinal change. According to McQuail’s (2010) communication theory, mass media serves as an agenda-setter, shaping public perception and behavior on critical issues. This aligns with the efforts of Radio Kwara to prioritize the fight against sexual molestation through consistent and engaging programming. By keeping the issue in the public discourse, the station plays a vital role in normalizing conversations about consent, boundaries, and justice.
Sexual molestation has far-reaching consequences not only for the victims but also for society as a whole. It leads to psychological trauma, broken families, and in some cases, even suicide among victims. Adegoke and Olowokere (2018) argue that preventing sexual abuse requires proactive and sustained efforts that engage all stakeholders, from parents and educators to law enforcement and the media. Radio Kwara’s commitment to addressing this societal ill demonstrates the critical role media plays in advocating for positive change.
Despite these efforts, challenges remain in the fight against sexual molestation. Issues such as limited funding, inadequate enforcement of laws, and societal apathy hinder the effectiveness of radio campaigns. However, the progress made thus far by Radio Kwara and similar initiatives offers hope for a future where young people can grow up in a safer and more supportive environment. By continuously evaluating and improving campaign strategies, the station can achieve even greater impact.
In conclusion, the role of radio campaigns in addressing sexual molestation among Ilorin youths is both significant and indispensable. Radio Kwara’s initiatives have shown that with the right content, consistent messaging, and community engagement, radio can be a powerful tool in reducing the prevalence of sexual abuse and fostering a culture of accountability and respect. As this study explores the effectiveness of these campaigns, it aims to provide insights into how radio can be further utilized to combat this pressing issue.
1.2	Statement of the Problem 
Sexual molestation remains a significant social problem in Ilorin, Kwara State, leaving many young individuals traumatized and vulnerable. Despite the existing laws and policies aimed at curbing this menace, the prevalence of sexual abuse among youths continues to rise, partly due to ignorance, stigma, and a culture of silence surrounding the issue. Many victims lack the confidence to speak out, while perpetrators often go unpunished due to societal apathy and poor enforcement of laws. Although some awareness programs have been launched, they appear to be sporadic and insufficient to tackle the deep-rooted cultural and societal barriers that perpetuate this crime. Consequently, there is an urgent need for more effective communication strategies to address these challenges and create lasting change.
This study seeks to explore how radio campaigns by Radio Kwara can serve as a strategic tool in combating sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin. Radio, as an accessible and trusted medium, has the unique ability to reach diverse audiences, including those in rural and underserved areas. By evaluating the effectiveness of Radio Kwara’s anti-sexual molestation campaigns, this study aims to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current efforts and provide recommendations for improvement. It also seeks to bridge the gap between victims, policymakers, and the public by emphasizing the need for collective action and continuous education. In doing so, the study contributes to the fight against sexual molestation by highlighting the critical role of media in shaping attitudes, breaking the culture of silence, and promoting accountability.


1.3	Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to examine the role of radio campaigns in combating sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin, with a focus on Radio Kwara as a case study. The specific objectives of the study are as follows:
i. To assess the level of awareness created by Radio Kwara's campaigns on sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin.
ii. To examine the effectiveness of Radio Kwara's programs in educating and empowering youths to speak out against sexual molestation.
iii. To analyze the extent to which Radio Kwara’s campaigns have influenced public perception and behavior regarding sexual abuse.
iv. To identify the challenges faced by Radio Kwara in implementing its anti-sexual molestation campaigns.
1.4 Research Questions
Based on the objectives of the study, the following research questions will guide the investigation:
i. What is the level of awareness created by Radio Kwara’s campaigns on sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin?
ii. How effective are Radio Kwara’s programs in educating and empowering youths to speak out against sexual molestation?
iii. To what extent have Radio Kwara’s campaigns influenced public perception and behavior regarding sexual abuse?
iv. What challenges does Radio Kwara face in implementing its anti-sexual molestation campaigns?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study holds significant value in addressing the ongoing issue of sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin, particularly in assessing the role of Radio Kwara’s radio campaigns in combating this societal problem. The findings of this study will contribute to a deeper understanding of the effectiveness of mass media campaigns, specifically radio, in raising awareness, influencing public perception, and fostering behavioral change among young people. By examining the reach and impact of Radio Kwara’s campaigns, this research will provide critical insights into how media can be strategically utilized to address social issues, especially in a region where sexual molestation remains underreported and culturally sensitive.
Furthermore, the study will serve as a valuable resource for policymakers, educators, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working to prevent sexual abuse in Kwara State and beyond. It will offer practical recommendations for enhancing the content, delivery, and outreach of radio campaigns, ensuring they are more inclusive, impactful, and aligned with the needs of the youth. The research findings will also provide a platform for improving the relationship between media outlets and communities, promoting collaborative efforts in creating a safer environment for young people. In essence, this study seeks to reinforce the importance of media advocacy in tackling social injustices and promoting a culture of accountability and respect.
1.6	Scope of the Study
This study focuses on the role of Radio Kwara’s campaigns in addressing sexual molestation among youths, specifically in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. The conceptual scope encompasses the effectiveness of radio programs in raising awareness, educating the public, and empowering youths to take action against sexual abuse. Geographically, the study is limited to Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State, where Radio Kwara has a significant influence. The industrial scope is centered on the media and broadcasting industry, with particular emphasis on radio as a tool for social change. The time scope of the study covers the period between 2020 and 2024, focusing on campaigns broadcasted during this timeframe. Methodologically, the study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing surveys, interviews, and content analysis to assess the impact of the radio campaigns and the challenges faced by Radio Kwara in implementing these programs.
1.7	Operational Definitions of Terms
Radio Campaign: A series of planned and coordinated programs, announcements, jingles, and discussions broadcasted on radio aimed at educating, informing, and influencing public attitudes or behaviors on a specific issue. In this study, it refers to the anti-sexual molestation programs aired by Radio Kwara.
Sexual Molestation: Any form of unwelcome sexual act, harassment, or abuse inflicted on an individual, including physical, verbal, or psychological acts, often targeting vulnerable youths. For this study, it focuses on such acts perpetrated against young people in Ilorin.
Youth: Individuals within the age range of adolescence to early adulthood, typically between 15 and 35 years, as defined in the Nigerian context. In this study, it refers to young people residing in Ilorin who are the primary targets of the campaigns.
Radio Kwara: A state-owned broadcasting station in Kwara State, Nigeria, recognized for its role in airing programs that address societal issues. In this context, it represents the media platform under study for its campaigns against sexual molestation.





















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	Conceptual Review 
2.1.1	2.1.1 Concept of Radio Campaigns
Radio campaigns refer to the use of radio as a communication platform to disseminate targeted messages designed to inform, educate, and influence the attitudes, behaviors, or perceptions of a specific audience. According to Onabajo (2000), radio campaigns are structured efforts aimed at creating awareness or generating support for a particular cause through the power of sound and dialogue. They often rely on well-crafted messages, jingles, and talk shows to captivate the audience and deliver critical information. Radio, being one of the most accessible and cost-effective mass media platforms, allows campaigns to reach a diverse audience, including those in rural or underserved areas.
One of the defining features of radio campaigns is their ability to deliver messages in real-time, often using relatable language and cultural contexts to engage listeners. As McQuail (2010) explains, radio has the advantage of intimacy and immediacy, making it a powerful medium for addressing sensitive social issues like sexual molestation. Campaigns leverage these attributes to build emotional connections with the audience, encouraging them to listen, reflect, and act on the information presented. This makes radio an essential tool for advocacy and behavior change communication.
The primary goal of radio campaigns is to achieve social change by raising awareness, providing education, and influencing public behavior. According to Asemah (2011), successful radio campaigns are designed to align with the audience's values, interests, and needs, making the message resonate with listeners. For instance, campaigns addressing sexual molestation often include expert interviews, survivor testimonies, and interactive call-in sessions to foster understanding and promote collective action. These components work together to break societal taboos and empower individuals to speak out.
Radio campaigns also offer unique advantages in terms of audience reach and flexibility. As noted by Udomisor (2013), radio transcends barriers of literacy and geography, making it an ideal medium for reaching both urban and rural populations. Campaigns can be tailored to suit specific communities by incorporating local languages, dialects, and cultural references. This adaptability allows radio to effectively communicate messages to diverse audiences, ensuring inclusivity and relevance.
Another critical aspect of radio campaigns is their ability to foster community engagement. Studies by Akinfeleye (2008) highlight that interactive programs, such as live phone-ins and listener feedback sessions, enable audiences to participate actively in discussions. This creates a sense of ownership and responsibility among listeners, motivating them to take steps toward addressing the issues discussed. For campaigns against sexual molestation, this participatory approach can help break the culture of silence by encouraging victims and witnesses to come forward.
Despite these advantages, the success of radio campaigns depends heavily on their design and execution. Eze (2014) emphasizes that poorly designed campaigns with generic or ambiguous messages are unlikely to achieve their objectives. To be effective, radio campaigns must be research-driven, incorporating audience preferences, cultural sensitivity, and measurable goals. For example, campaigns addressing sexual abuse should consider the stigma surrounding the issue and use empathetic messaging to build trust and credibility among listeners.
Furthermore, partnerships and collaborations are crucial for enhancing the impact of radio campaigns. According to Agboola (2015), working with government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and community leaders can amplify the reach and effectiveness of campaigns. Collaborative efforts also ensure that messages are backed by actionable support systems, such as counseling services or legal aid for victims. In the case of Radio Kwara, partnerships with local stakeholders could strengthen their campaigns against sexual molestation.
The use of storytelling and testimonials is another hallmark of effective radio campaigns. Nwabueze (2010) argues that relatable stories and personal experiences help to humanize abstract issues, making them more tangible and relatable for listeners. Campaigns against sexual molestation can benefit from this approach by sharing real-life stories of survivors, which not only raise awareness but also inspire others to take action. Such narratives can create a ripple effect, driving community-wide efforts to combat the issue.
However, radio campaigns are not without their challenges. Adebayo (2013) notes that limited funding, inadequate training of broadcasters, and inconsistent programming can hinder the effectiveness of campaigns. Additionally, cultural resistance and deeply ingrained societal norms may pose obstacles to addressing sensitive topics like sexual molestation. Overcoming these challenges requires sustained efforts, continuous evaluation, and the incorporation of innovative strategies to keep audiences engaged.
In conclusion, the concept of radio campaigns revolves around the strategic use of radio as a medium for advocacy and social change. With its wide reach, cultural adaptability, and interactive potential, radio serves as an indispensable tool for addressing critical social issues. However, the effectiveness of radio campaigns depends on careful planning, audience-centered messaging, and collaborative partnerships. For campaigns addressing sexual molestation, these factors are particularly crucial in breaking societal barriers, promoting awareness, and empowering individuals to take a stand.
2.1.2	Concept of Sexual Molestation
Sexual molestation refers to any form of unwanted or non-consensual sexual activity inflicted on an individual, often involving coercion, force, or exploitation. According to Finkelhor (2008), sexual molestation can range from verbal harassment and inappropriate touching to more severe acts of sexual violence. It is a violation of a person’s autonomy and dignity, often leaving the victim with profound emotional, physical, and psychological scars. The concept highlights the imbalance of power, where perpetrators often exploit their authority, trust, or physical dominance to harm their victims.
One of the defining characteristics of sexual molestation is its covert nature. Perpetrators frequently manipulate victims into silence through threats, shame, or guilt, creating a culture of secrecy that allows such acts to persist. Akintunde (2012) emphasizes that societal taboos and stigma around discussions of sexual abuse contribute to underreporting and lack of accountability. In many communities, victims of molestation face discrimination or blame, further discouraging them from speaking out or seeking justice.
Sexual molestation is not limited to any specific demographic, as it can affect individuals of all ages, genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds. However, youths and vulnerable individuals are often the primary targets. According to Adewale (2015), factors such as lack of awareness, poor enforcement of laws, and socio-cultural norms make young people particularly susceptible to sexual abuse. This underscores the need for targeted interventions, like media campaigns, to educate and empower youths against such acts.
The consequences of sexual molestation extend beyond the immediate physical harm, affecting victims’ mental health, social relationships, and overall well-being. Okoro (2014) highlights that survivors of molestation often experience anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and difficulty in trusting others. These impacts can hinder victims' ability to live fulfilling lives, emphasizing the importance of early intervention and support systems for those affected.
Addressing sexual molestation requires a multifaceted approach that includes legal, social, and educational strategies. In Nigeria, laws such as the Child Rights Act and the Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act have been enacted to combat sexual abuse. However, enforcement remains a challenge, particularly in rural areas where cultural and traditional practices may conflict with modern legal frameworks (Eze, 2016). This makes awareness campaigns through platforms like radio essential in bridging the gap between legislation and community action.
Media campaigns, particularly those targeting youths, play a crucial role in addressing sexual molestation by breaking the culture of silence and encouraging victims to seek help. As Nwabueze (2013) points out, the media serves as a powerful tool for educating the public about their rights and the resources available to them. By providing a platform for discussions and storytelling, radio campaigns can challenge societal norms, reduce stigma, and promote a culture of accountability.
Another critical element in understanding the concept of sexual molestation is the role of consent. Consent, defined as a voluntary, informed, and enthusiastic agreement to engage in any sexual activity, is often disregarded in cases of molestation. Adebayo (2018) stresses that lack of education about consent contributes to the prevalence of abuse, as many perpetrators fail to recognize the boundaries of acceptable behavior. Educating youths about consent through media campaigns can help reduce instances of sexual molestation.
Cultural and societal norms often shape the understanding and response to sexual molestation. In many African communities, discussing issues related to sex and abuse is considered taboo, which allows perpetrators to act with impunity (Ajayi, 2017). This highlights the importance of culturally sensitive approaches in addressing the issue. Radio programs, for instance, can use local languages and cultural references to create messages that resonate with diverse audiences while challenging harmful practices.
Sexual molestation also has broader societal implications, as it perpetuates cycles of abuse, inequality, and trauma. According to UNICEF (2019), societies that fail to address sexual abuse risk undermining the development and potential of their youth. This underscores the importance of collective efforts by families, communities, governments, and media outlets to combat this issue and create a safer environment for young people.
In conclusion, the concept of sexual molestation encompasses a wide range of abusive behaviors that violate an individual’s rights, dignity, and safety. It is a pervasive issue that requires awareness, education, and systemic action to address effectively. By leveraging platforms like radio, communities can break the culture of silence, educate the public, and empower victims to seek justice and healing. This approach is particularly critical in contexts like Ilorin, where media campaigns can play a transformative role in combating sexual molestation.
2.1.3	Youths and Their Vulnerability to Sexual Molestation
Youths, typically defined as individuals between the ages of 15 and 35 in the Nigerian context, represent a critical demographic in society due to their energy, creativity, and potential for driving social and economic development. However, they are also one of the most vulnerable groups to sexual molestation. According to Finkelhor (2008), vulnerability among youths arises from a combination of factors, including limited life experience, lack of awareness about their rights, and societal pressures. These factors often make them easy targets for perpetrators, especially in communities where discussions about sexual abuse are considered taboo.
One of the primary factors contributing to youths' vulnerability to sexual molestation is the imbalance of power between them and potential perpetrators. Perpetrators often exploit their authority, trust, or physical dominance to manipulate or coerce young individuals. Akintunde (2015) highlights that this power dynamic is particularly evident in cases involving teachers, employers, religious leaders, or even family members. Youths, due to their dependent nature and desire for mentorship or support, may find it challenging to recognize or resist such abuse, thereby increasing their susceptibility.
Additionally, the lack of comprehensive sexual education plays a significant role in the vulnerability of youths. Many young people grow up without adequate knowledge of their sexual rights, the concept of consent, or the signs of grooming and abuse. As noted by Adebayo (2018), ignorance and misinformation about sexual matters create an environment where youths are unable to identify or report molestation. This gap in education is further compounded by cultural and societal norms that discourage open discussions about sex and abuse, leaving youths uninformed and unprotected.
Economic factors also contribute to the vulnerability of youths to sexual molestation. Poverty, unemployment, and limited access to resources often push young individuals into precarious situations where they may be exploited. According to Ajayi (2017), transactional sexual relationships, often referred to as "survival sex," are common among vulnerable youths in low-income settings. In such cases, the need for financial or material support makes it difficult for victims to resist or report abuse, perpetuating a cycle of exploitation.
Social stigma and fear of victim-blaming further exacerbate the vulnerability of youths to sexual molestation. Victims often fear being ostracized or blamed for the abuse, especially in societies where traditional gender roles and cultural beliefs place the burden of chastity and morality on women and girls. Okoro (2014) explains that this fear of judgment discourages many youths from speaking out, enabling perpetrators to act with impunity. For male youths, the stigma surrounding male victimhood creates an additional layer of silence and invisibility.
The digital age has introduced new forms of vulnerability for youths through online platforms. Social media and digital communication, while offering numerous benefits, have also become tools for predators to groom, harass, and exploit young individuals. Eze (2016) highlights that cyberbullying, sextortion, and online grooming are increasingly affecting youths, often leaving them feeling powerless and isolated. This underscores the need for campaigns and programs to address not just offline but also online forms of sexual abuse.
Peer pressure and the desire for acceptance also contribute to youths' exposure to risky situations. Adolescents and young adults are often influenced by their peers to engage in activities that may increase their risk of molestation, such as attending unsupervised parties or engaging in substance abuse. As noted by Asemah (2011), the quest for social validation can sometimes lead youths to ignore warning signs or place themselves in vulnerable situations, making them easy targets for exploitation.
Another factor is the lack of effective legal and institutional frameworks to protect youths from sexual molestation. While laws like the Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act exist, their enforcement remains weak, particularly in rural areas. According to Nwabueze (2013), many cases of sexual abuse go unreported or unresolved due to the lack of trust in the justice system and the fear of retaliation. This institutional failure leaves many youths without the protection or support they need to resist or recover from abuse.
Psychologically, youths' developmental stage also makes them more susceptible to manipulation and abuse. During adolescence and early adulthood, individuals are still developing their sense of identity and self-worth. Perpetrators often exploit this period of vulnerability by using flattery, gifts, or attention to gain the trust of their victims. As McQuail (2010) explains, understanding the psychological vulnerabilities of youths is essential in designing effective prevention and intervention strategies.
In conclusion, the vulnerability of youths to sexual molestation is a multifaceted issue influenced by societal, economic, cultural, and individual factors. Addressing this vulnerability requires a comprehensive approach that includes awareness campaigns, education on sexual rights and consent, stronger legal protections, and accessible support systems for victims. Media platforms like Radio Kwara can play a pivotal role in addressing these issues by educating and empowering youths to recognize and resist sexual molestation while fostering a culture of accountability and justice.
2.1.4	Role of Media in Addressing Sexual Molestation
The media plays a pivotal role in addressing social issues such as sexual molestation by raising awareness, shaping public discourse, and influencing behavior. Media platforms, including radio, television, newspapers, and digital channels, act as powerful tools for advocacy and education, disseminating information that helps to break the silence surrounding sensitive issues like sexual abuse. According to Asemah (2011), the media serves as both an agenda-setter and a watchdog, bringing critical societal issues to the forefront and holding perpetrators accountable.
One of the primary ways the media addresses sexual molestation is by creating awareness about the issue. Through targeted campaigns, news reports, and programs, the media provides information on the prevalence, causes, and consequences of sexual abuse. As noted by Nwabueze (2013), media campaigns that highlight real-life stories and statistics help to educate the public and dispel myths about sexual molestation. By shedding light on the issue, the media fosters a sense of urgency and mobilizes individuals and communities to take action.
The media also plays a significant role in educating the public about their rights and the importance of consent. Sexual molestation often thrives in environments where people are unaware of what constitutes abuse or are hesitant to speak out. McQuail (2010) highlights that educational programs on media platforms, especially radio and television, can provide listeners with practical knowledge on how to identify, prevent, and report cases of molestation. Such programs also help victims recognize that they are not alone and that support systems are available to them.
Another critical function of the media is its ability to challenge societal norms and break down cultural taboos that perpetuate sexual molestation. In many communities, discussions about sexual abuse are often suppressed due to stigma and shame. The media, by facilitating open and honest conversations, can challenge these harmful norms and promote a culture of accountability. Ajayi (2017) emphasizes that programs featuring survivors, experts, and community leaders can inspire change by demonstrating that sexual molestation is a societal issue that requires collective action.
Through investigative journalism, the media exposes cases of sexual molestation and holds perpetrators accountable. Investigative reports often uncover systemic failures in addressing sexual abuse, such as weak enforcement of laws or institutional complicity. According to Adebayo (2018), such exposés not only bring justice to victims but also pressure policymakers to implement reforms. In this way, the media acts as a catalyst for structural change, addressing the root causes of sexual molestation and advocating for stronger protections.
Media campaigns also play a role in empowering victims and encouraging them to speak out. By sharing survivor stories and providing platforms for dialogue, the media helps to create a supportive environment where victims feel safe to share their experiences. Akintunde (2015) explains that when survivors see others breaking the silence, they are more likely to come forward and seek help. This ripple effect is crucial in breaking the culture of silence that often surrounds sexual molestation.
The advent of social media has further amplified the media's role in addressing sexual molestation. Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram provide spaces for advocacy, awareness campaigns, and survivor-led movements. The #MeToo movement, for example, demonstrated the power of social media in mobilizing millions of people globally to share their stories and demand accountability. As Eze (2016) notes, social media allows for real-time interaction and the widespread dissemination of information, making it a valuable tool for addressing sexual abuse.
Despite its potential, the media's role in addressing sexual molestation is not without challenges. Sensationalism, victim-blaming, and lack of sensitivity in reporting can sometimes do more harm than good. According to Okoro (2014), poorly handled media coverage can retraumatize victims and reinforce harmful stereotypes. To address these issues, media practitioners need to adhere to ethical guidelines and adopt a victim-centered approach in their reporting and campaigns.
Collaboration with other stakeholders enhances the media's effectiveness in combating sexual molestation. Partnerships with government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and community groups ensure that media campaigns are supported by actionable interventions. For instance, media platforms can provide information on hotlines, counseling services, and legal aid, linking victims to the resources they need. Agboola (2015) highlights that such collaborations create a holistic approach to addressing sexual molestation, combining awareness with practical support.
2.1.5	Effectiveness of Radio Campaigns on Social Issues
Radio campaigns have long been recognized as an effective tool for addressing various social issues due to their wide reach, accessibility, and ability to connect with diverse audiences. In many parts of the world, particularly in developing countries like Nigeria, radio remains a primary source of information for millions of people. According to McQuail (2010), the effectiveness of radio lies in its capacity to disseminate information to both urban and rural areas, bridging gaps in literacy and access to other forms of media. This unique advantage makes radio campaigns a critical instrument in tackling social challenges such as sexual molestation, health crises, and poverty.
One of the primary reasons for the effectiveness of radio campaigns is their ability to create awareness. Radio programs and advertisements are often designed to provide clear and concise information about pressing social issues, reaching listeners in their homes, workplaces, and vehicles. As Nwabueze (2013) notes, well-structured radio campaigns can significantly increase public knowledge about social issues, empowering individuals to take informed action. For instance, a campaign addressing sexual molestation might educate listeners on recognizing abuse, understanding consent, and reporting incidents to the appropriate authorities.
Radio's interactive nature further enhances its effectiveness in addressing social issues. Many radio stations feature call-in segments, interviews, and panel discussions that allow listeners to actively engage with the topics being discussed. According to Asemah (2011), this two-way communication not only deepens understanding but also fosters a sense of community and shared responsibility. For example, during a radio campaign against sexual molestation, listeners can call in to share their experiences, ask questions, or seek advice, creating a platform for dialogue and support.
Another factor contributing to the success of radio campaigns is their ability to tailor messages to specific audiences. Radio stations often broadcast in local languages and use culturally relevant references, ensuring that their messages resonate with listeners. Ajayi (2017) highlights that this cultural sensitivity is particularly important when addressing sensitive issues like sexual abuse, as it helps to break down barriers of stigma and taboo. In regions like Ilorin, where cultural norms may discourage open discussions about sexual molestation, localized radio campaigns can be instrumental in fostering awareness and change.
The affordability of radio as a medium also plays a significant role in its effectiveness. Unlike television or internet-based campaigns, which may require expensive equipment or subscriptions, radio is accessible to almost everyone, including low-income households. This widespread accessibility ensures that critical information about social issues reaches even the most marginalized communities. Eze (2016) emphasizes that in areas with limited resources, radio campaigns can serve as a lifeline, providing essential knowledge and resources to address societal challenges.
Radio campaigns have also proven effective in shaping attitudes and behaviors. By consistently reinforcing key messages, radio programs can influence listeners' perceptions and encourage positive action. For instance, Agboola (2015) notes that public health campaigns on radio have successfully promoted behaviors like vaccination, handwashing, and the use of mosquito nets. Similarly, campaigns addressing sexual molestation can challenge harmful stereotypes, promote gender equality, and encourage victims to speak out.
The use of storytelling and dramatization in radio campaigns further enhances their impact. Radio dramas and jingles are particularly effective in capturing listeners' attention and conveying complex messages in an engaging and memorable way. According to Okoro (2014), storytelling allows listeners to empathize with characters and scenarios, making the messages more relatable and impactful. A well-crafted radio drama on sexual molestation, for example, can illustrate the emotional and social consequences of abuse while highlighting the importance of reporting and prevention.
Collaboration with stakeholders such as non-governmental organizations (NGOs), government agencies, and community leaders enhances the effectiveness of radio campaigns. Partnerships provide resources, expertise, and credibility, ensuring that campaigns are well-informed and action-oriented. Nwabueze (2013) argues that collaborative efforts also help to sustain campaigns over time, ensuring that their impact is long-lasting. For example, a radio campaign addressing sexual molestation might partner with local NGOs to provide helpline numbers, counseling services, and legal support for victims.
However, the effectiveness of radio campaigns is not without challenges. Limited funding, inconsistent messaging, and lack of audience feedback can undermine the success of campaigns. McQuail (2010) stresses the importance of ongoing evaluation and adaptation to ensure that campaigns remain relevant and impactful. By conducting audience surveys and monitoring outcomes, radio stations can refine their strategies and maximize their influence on social issues.
In conclusion, radio campaigns are a powerful and effective tool for addressing social issues, including sexual molestation. Their wide reach, affordability, cultural relevance, and interactive nature make them uniquely suited to educate, inform, and inspire change. While challenges remain, the potential of radio campaigns to create awareness, influence behavior, and foster dialogue cannot be overstated. For initiatives like those undertaken by Radio Kwara, the key lies in leveraging these strengths while continuously adapting to the needs and feedback of their audience to achieve meaningful social impact
2.1.6	Challenges of Combating Sexual Molestation Through Radio
While radio is a powerful medium for addressing social issues, combating sexual molestation through radio campaigns is fraught with numerous challenges that hinder its effectiveness. One significant challenge is the cultural and societal stigma associated with discussing sexual molestation. In many communities, including parts of Nigeria, topics related to sexual abuse are considered taboo, making it difficult for radio stations to openly address them without facing backlash. According to Nwabueze (2013), many listeners may avoid engaging with such campaigns due to fear of judgment or being associated with the issue, thereby limiting the reach and impact of the messages being conveyed.
Another challenge lies in the sensitivity required when addressing issues of sexual molestation. Radio broadcasters must strike a balance between providing critical information and maintaining cultural sensitivity to avoid alienating their audience. Missteps in language or tone can lead to unintended consequences, such as victim-blaming or reinforcing harmful stereotypes. Okoro (2014) highlights that the lack of adequate training for broadcasters on handling sensitive topics often results in unintentional harm, which can further silence victims instead of empowering them.
Limited access to resources also poses a significant hurdle for radio stations attempting to combat sexual molestation. Creating and sustaining impactful campaigns requires funding for research, production, and distribution, which may not always be available. As Adebayo (2018) notes, smaller radio stations, such as Radio Kwara, often struggle with financial constraints that limit their ability to produce high-quality, consistent programs. This lack of funding can lead to sporadic campaigns that fail to achieve long-term change.
The effectiveness of radio campaigns is also undermined by limited audience reach in rural or underserved areas. While radio has a wide reach, some communities, particularly in remote regions, may lack access to functioning radio sets or the electricity needed to power them. Ajayi (2017) explains that this digital divide leaves a portion of the population uninformed about critical issues, reducing the overall impact of radio campaigns. Additionally, language barriers can further restrict the reach of campaigns, as some programs may not be available in local dialects.
Audience engagement is another challenge that radio campaigns face. While radio provides opportunities for interaction through phone-in programs and feedback mechanisms, not all listeners feel comfortable participating in discussions about sexual molestation. According to McQuail (2010), the fear of being identified or stigmatized prevents many victims and listeners from openly contributing to conversations, limiting the scope of dialogue and the depth of insight that could inform better strategies.
Governmental and institutional barriers also play a role in complicating the fight against sexual molestation through radio. In some cases, regulatory bodies may impose restrictions on the content that radio stations can broadcast, especially when the topic is deemed controversial. Eze (2016) notes that political or societal influences may discourage radio stations from addressing sensitive issues like sexual abuse, out of fear of censorship or backlash from influential figures.
Additionally, combating sexual molestation through radio is often hindered by a lack of collaboration between stakeholders. Effective campaigns require partnerships with schools, religious institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and government agencies to provide a comprehensive response to the issue. Agboola (2015) argues that when such collaborations are absent, radio campaigns may fail to provide actionable solutions or follow-up support for victims, reducing their overall impact.
The prevalence of misinformation and sensationalism in media reporting also complicates efforts to combat sexual molestation. Inaccurate or sensationalized reporting can distort public understanding of the issue, trivialize victims' experiences, and undermine the credibility of radio campaigns. As Asemah (2011) points out, this challenge underscores the need for responsible and ethical journalism in addressing sensitive issues like sexual molestation.
Technological advancements, while beneficial, present their own challenges. The rise of social media and digital platforms has shifted audiences' attention away from traditional radio, particularly among younger demographics. This shift makes it harder for radio campaigns to capture the attention of their target audience and compete with the immediacy and interactivity of online platforms. Ajayi (2017) emphasizes the importance of integrating radio campaigns with digital strategies to remain relevant and effective in the modern media landscape.
2.2	Theoretical Framework
2.2.1	Agenda-Setting Theory 
The Agenda-Setting Theory, first proposed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in the 1970s, posits that the media plays a significant role in shaping public discourse by determining which issues are considered important. The theory suggests that while the media may not necessarily tell people what to think, it is highly effective in influencing what people think about. By emphasizing certain topics through frequency of coverage, framing, and prominence, the media sets the agenda and directs public attention to specific issues. In the context of combating sexual molestation, this theory becomes highly relevant, as it highlights how radio campaigns like those undertaken by Radio Kwara can influence public consciousness regarding the prevalence and importance of addressing sexual abuse among youths in Ilorin.
Radio Kwara's anti-sexual molestation campaigns serve as a prime example of how the media can set an agenda around a social issue. Through consistent coverage of the issue, including interviews with experts, survivors, and activists, as well as the broadcasting of educational messages, the radio station has the power to bring the issue of sexual molestation to the forefront of public discussion. According to McQuail (2010), agenda-setting occurs not only through the frequency with which an issue is discussed but also through the salience that is attached to it. For instance, a radio campaign that continuously highlights the dangers of sexual molestation and emphasizes the importance of speaking out can make the issue more prominent in the minds of listeners, compelling individuals to take action and engage in discussions about it.
One of the key aspects of the Agenda-Setting Theory is the concept of media salience, which refers to the prominence and perceived importance of an issue. When a media outlet such as Radio Kwara devotes significant airtime to addressing sexual molestation, it creates an environment where the issue is seen as important and worthy of public attention. The frequency with which the topic is addressed, the experts invited to speak, and the depth of coverage all contribute to shaping the public’s perception of the issue’s significance. As Asemah (2011) argues, agenda-setting functions through the power of framing, which helps media outlets establish an issue as a priority. In this case, Radio Kwara can frame sexual molestation as a critical societal problem that demands urgent action.
The Agenda-Setting Theory is also applicable in understanding how media can influence public behavior and policy. When radio campaigns consistently highlight the issue of sexual molestation, they create a sense of urgency that can lead to behavioral changes among listeners. For example, individuals who are exposed to repeated discussions about the importance of reporting sexual abuse may be more likely to take action when they encounter such situations in their own communities. According to McQuail (2010), this kind of media influence can lead to public pressure on policymakers to create stronger laws and policies aimed at preventing sexual abuse. Radio Kwara’s role in setting the agenda can, therefore, extend beyond merely raising awareness to actively shaping public attitudes and influencing legislative change.
Moreover, the Agenda-Setting Theory suggests that the media not only influences what the public thinks about but also how the public thinks about these issues. The framing of sexual molestation on Radio Kwara is key to shaping listeners’ understanding of the issue. By providing in-depth discussions, real-life stories, and expert opinions, the radio station can help listeners perceive sexual molestation as a serious and prevalent problem that requires societal intervention. According to Nwabueze (2013), framing can influence public attitudes by emphasizing particular aspects of an issue, such as the psychological trauma experienced by victims or the need for societal responsibility in preventing abuse. This framing is crucial in challenging existing perceptions and stigma around sexual abuse, ultimately fostering a culture of support for victims and accountability for perpetrators.
One of the strengths of the Agenda-Setting Theory is its applicability to diverse forms of media. While much of the theory’s original research focused on traditional print media and television, its principles are equally applicable to radio. In fact, radio’s ability to connect with local audiences in real-time, especially in regions like Ilorin, makes it an even more potent tool for setting the agenda on issues like sexual molestation. Radio stations can reach listeners who may not have access to other media platforms, thereby ensuring that marginalized groups are also exposed to crucial information and advocacy. Eze (2016) emphasizes that the media’s reach, particularly in rural or underserved areas, can significantly enhance the effectiveness of campaigns, making it an important avenue for setting the agenda around critical social issues.
The Agenda-Setting Theory also highlights the role of media in influencing public opinion by giving priority to certain issues while sidelining others. In the case of sexual molestation, Radio Kwara’s focused efforts on highlighting the issue through special programs, documentaries, and community engagement campaigns can ensure that the issue remains a priority in public discourse. As Ajayi (2017) notes, persistent media attention forces the audience to think about the issue regularly and actively engage with it. This sustained attention can lead to a greater understanding of the issue and, over time, can lead to societal shifts in how sexual molestation is viewed and addressed. Thus, the theory supports the idea that radio, by continuously addressing the issue, can help sustain focus on sexual abuse and drive both individual and societal change.
The theory also stresses that the media agenda is influenced by factors such as societal norms, political interests, and institutional structures. Radio Kwara’s ability to shape the agenda on sexual molestation is dependent not only on its editorial decisions but also on the broader social and cultural context within which it operates. In Ilorin, where cultural taboos around discussing sexual abuse may exist, the radio station’s role in breaking these taboos and providing an open platform for dialogue is crucial. As Adebayo (2018) points out, overcoming these cultural and societal barriers is essential in ensuring that the media agenda set by radio stations effectively addresses sensitive social issues like sexual molestation.
2.2.2	Social Learning Theory
Social Learning Theory, developed by Albert Bandura in the 1960s, emphasizes the idea that individuals acquire new behaviors, attitudes, and values through observing and imitating others. Bandura's theory suggests that learning can occur through direct observation of others’ actions, their outcomes, and the social context in which those actions take place. Unlike traditional learning theories that focus on individual cognitive processes, Social Learning Theory highlights the role of social context, including media, in shaping behavior. This theory is particularly relevant to the current study on sexual molestation and the role of Radio Kwara’s campaigns, as it explains how youths in Ilorin may learn how to respond to sexual abuse through exposure to media messages about the topic.
Radio Kwara’s anti-sexual molestation campaigns provide an ideal context for applying Social Learning Theory because the radio station acts as a social model that can influence how youths perceive and react to sexual abuse. Through radio programs, young listeners can learn not only about the consequences of sexual molestation but also about appropriate responses to the issue. For example, by listening to programs that feature interviews with experts, survivors, or activists, youths can learn how to identify molestation, the importance of speaking out, and how to seek help. According to Bandura (1977), behaviors are learned by observing others, and these behaviors are more likely to be imitated if they are seen as socially approved or rewarded. In the case of Radio Kwara, the messages delivered through its campaigns can shape youth attitudes towards sexual abuse, encouraging them to take action and reject harmful behaviors.
Social Learning Theory further suggests that individuals are more likely to imitate behaviors that they see as having positive outcomes or consequences. When Radio Kwara broadcasts stories of individuals who have successfully spoken out about their experiences with sexual molestation or provides information on the support available to victims, it helps foster a sense of empowerment among listeners. As Bandura (1986) argues, the reinforcement of desired behaviors, such as reporting abuse or offering support to victims, can increase the likelihood that youths will imitate these behaviors in their own lives. By reinforcing positive behaviors through media exposure, Radio Kwara's campaigns can effectively encourage youth to engage in actions that contribute to combating sexual abuse in their community.
Another important component of Social Learning Theory is the concept of vicarious reinforcement, which occurs when an individual observes someone else being rewarded for a particular behavior and, as a result, becomes more likely to engage in that behavior themselves. For instance, if a radio program features an interview with a victim who shares how speaking out about sexual molestation led to receiving help and support, other youths may be more inclined to report similar incidents. This kind of vicarious reinforcement not only encourages the imitation of positive behaviors but also highlights the benefits of taking action against sexual abuse. According to Asemah (2011), this process of observing and learning from others can lead to significant changes in behavior, as listeners begin to internalize the positive actions demonstrated through the radio campaigns.
The theory also stresses the importance of the modeling process in social learning. In the case of Radio Kwara, the radio station provides a platform for positive role models to speak about sexual molestation and share their experiences. These role models may include experts, activists, legal professionals, or survivors who have overcome the challenges of sexual abuse. By presenting such role models, Radio Kwara offers youths concrete examples of how they can handle situations of sexual molestation effectively. As Bandura (1977) suggests, seeing others successfully navigate difficult situations can increase the likelihood that youths will adopt similar behaviors and attitudes in their own lives. The portrayal of empowered individuals within radio campaigns can, therefore, have a profound impact on youths’ perceptions and responses to sexual molestation.
In addition to modeling behaviors, Social Learning Theory also emphasizes the importance of social reinforcement in the learning process. Radio campaigns can reinforce the social value of certain behaviors by repeatedly broadcasting messages that emphasize the importance of preventing and addressing sexual abuse. These repeated messages act as a form of social reinforcement, which can shape youths’ attitudes toward sexual molestation over time. By regularly exposing youths to information about sexual abuse, its effects, and the importance of standing up against it, Radio Kwara ensures that these behaviors and attitudes become normalized within the community. Asemah (2011) argues that social reinforcement through media is critical in fostering positive behavioral changes that align with societal values.
The media’s role in shaping attitudes and behavior is particularly significant in a society where cultural taboos may prevent open discussion about sexual abuse. In such an environment, Social Learning Theory suggests that media outlets like Radio Kwara can play a transformative role by providing alternative models for understanding and addressing sexual molestation. Through radio campaigns, listeners are introduced to new ways of thinking about sexual abuse—ways that prioritize victims' rights, empathy, and support. According to Nwabueze (2013), by providing a platform for discussion, Radio Kwara can help break down the cultural barriers that discourage the open acknowledgment of sexual molestation, thereby reshaping the community’s collective response to the issue.
Additionally, the Social Learning Theory asserts that the impact of media campaigns is most effective when they are targeted at key social groups. For Radio Kwara’s anti-sexual molestation campaigns to have the greatest impact, they must be tailored to the specific needs and concerns of youths in Ilorin. As Ajayi (2017) notes, understanding the local context—such as the cultural, social, and economic factors that influence youths’ perceptions of sexual abuse—is essential for designing media campaigns that resonate with the audience. Radio Kwara’s campaigns, by focusing on youth empowerment and the provision of practical resources, can effectively equip listeners with the knowledge and skills they need to prevent and respond to sexual molestation in their own lives.
2.3	Empirical Review
The empirical review provides an overview of previous studies on the role of media campaigns in addressing social issues like sexual molestation, with a particular focus on radio campaigns. This section examines relevant literature, discussing methodologies, sample sizes, sampling techniques, adopted theories, and findings. By exploring these studies, the review aims to highlight existing gaps in knowledge and show how the present study can address those gaps.
One relevant study by Okoye and Nwachukwu (2015) examined the role of radio campaigns in raising awareness about sexual abuse in Nigerian communities. The study adopted a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative interviews with key informants and quantitative surveys of 500 youths in Enugu State. The study used purposive sampling to select participants and found that radio campaigns significantly increased awareness of sexual abuse, though many youths still lacked a deep understanding of the legal processes involved in reporting abuse. The findings highlighted that while radio campaigns were effective in raising awareness, more educational content was needed to deepen knowledge and influence behavioral change. This study is relevant to the present research, as it shows how radio campaigns contribute to raising awareness about sexual molestation, though it did not focus specifically on Ilorin, which is the geographical scope of the current study.
A similar study by Adebayo and Oluwaseun (2017) assessed the effectiveness of media campaigns in combating sexual violence among youths in southwestern Nigeria. Using a survey design, the study collected data from 300 youths across four states, including Kwara. Stratified random sampling was used to ensure adequate representation from different demographic groups. The study found that while radio campaigns raised awareness, they had limited success in changing the behavioral attitudes of listeners, as many youths continued to engage in risky sexual behaviors. The study suggested that future campaigns should incorporate more interactive and engaging formats. This study is related to the present research as it emphasizes the need for radio campaigns to be more effective in changing attitudes, and it shows that while awareness is raised, behavior change remains a challenge. The present study can build on this finding by exploring how Radio Kwara’s campaigns specifically address this issue and the impact on Ilorin’s youth.
In a study by Olorunnisola (2013), the researcher examined the impact of media campaigns on social issues in Nigeria, with a focus on sexual violence. The study utilized a qualitative approach, conducting in-depth interviews with 20 radio program producers and 30 youths who had participated in media-sponsored workshops. The findings revealed that while radio programs did help to raise awareness of sexual violence, youths often felt disconnected from the media campaigns due to their lack of engagement with the content. Olorunnisola recommended that future campaigns should incorporate more youth-centered, participatory approaches. The relevance of this study to the current research lies in its findings regarding the importance of engagement in media campaigns. The present study will explore how Radio Kwara engages its youth audience and whether it uses participatory approaches to increase the effectiveness of its campaigns.
In contrast, a study by Amodu (2018) looked at the role of radio in shaping public attitudes towards sexual abuse among youths in Lagos. The study used a quantitative design, surveying 400 youths from both urban and rural areas using a random sampling technique. Amodu’s findings indicated that radio campaigns had a significant positive impact on raising public awareness, but the study also noted that the impact on youths' behavior was less clear. Participants reported being aware of the consequences of sexual abuse, but many still did not know how to seek help or report incidents. This study is valuable as it highlights the gap between awareness and action, a key issue that the current study aims to address by examining how Radio Kwara encourages youths to act against sexual molestation, particularly in terms of reporting.
Similarly, a study by Nwabueze (2019) explored the influence of media campaigns on changing societal attitudes toward gender-based violence, including sexual molestation, in southeastern Nigeria. This study employed a mixed-methods approach with a sample size of 600 respondents, using stratified random sampling. The quantitative component involved surveys, while the qualitative part involved focus group discussions with community members. The study found that media campaigns had a moderate effect on societal attitudes toward gender-based violence but observed that the campaigns often lacked follow-up programs that could reinforce the messages. This is highly relevant to the current study, as it suggests that while radio campaigns can influence societal attitudes, the lack of reinforcement and follow-up may hinder long-term impact. The present study aims to investigate whether Radio Kwara’s campaigns include follow-up mechanisms to ensure sustained behavior change.
A study by Ikwueke (2020) investigated the role of media in the prevention of sexual abuse in Nigeria, specifically focusing on the effectiveness of radio in educating youths about consent and the consequences of sexual molestation. The study used a quantitative approach with a sample of 500 respondents, employing simple random sampling techniques. The findings showed that radio campaigns were effective in educating youths about the basics of sexual abuse but were less effective in creating an environment where victims felt comfortable coming forward. This study relates to the current research by highlighting the need for campaigns to go beyond education to create supportive environments where victims can seek help. The present study will examine how Radio Kwara addresses this aspect of its campaigns, particularly in relation to creating safe spaces for youths to report abuse.
In another study by Adedeji and Olaniyan (2021), the authors explored the effectiveness of radio in combating social issues in rural Nigeria, with a particular focus on sexual violence. Using a sample of 350 rural youths, the study adopted a cross-sectional survey design with simple random sampling. The results indicated that while radio campaigns were effective in raising awareness, the rural youths often lacked access to the necessary resources to follow through on the information provided. This study is pertinent to the current research because it underscores the challenges faced by radio campaigns in reaching youths who may not have the means to act on the information they receive. The present study can fill this gap by focusing on how Radio Kwara addresses the specific needs of youths in Ilorin, especially in terms of providing resources for those seeking help.
Finally, a study by Ojo and Bello (2022) assessed the role of media campaigns in addressing sexual molestation in Nigerian communities, focusing on the use of radio for prevention and education. Using both qualitative and quantitative research methods, the study surveyed 400 youths and interviewed 20 radio producers. The study found that radio campaigns had a significant impact on raising awareness but noted that a key challenge was the community’s lack of trust in the justice system. This finding suggests that while radio campaigns can effectively raise awareness, they must also work to strengthen community trust in reporting systems. The present study will build on this by examining how Radio Kwara addresses the trust issue and whether it helps to empower youths to report sexual molestation incidents.
In conclusion, while existing studies provide valuable insights into the role of radio campaigns in combating sexual molestation, several gaps remain. Previous research has predominantly focused on the awareness-raising aspect of campaigns but has not sufficiently addressed the challenges of behavior change and the creation of safe reporting environments. Moreover, there has been limited focus on how local radio stations like Radio Kwara engage youths in Ilorin specifically. The present study aims to fill these gaps by examining how Radio Kwara’s campaigns not only raise awareness but also encourage youths to take action against sexual molestation, and by exploring the challenges faced by the station in implementing these campaigns effectively.
CHAPTER THREE
METHOD OF THE STUDY
3.1	Research Method
The research method outlines the strategy and techniques employed to collect and analyze data in a systematic and scientific manner. For this study, the research method chosen is the survey design, as it allows the researcher to gather primary data from respondents through direct interaction, ensuring that relevant information is obtained from the target population. The survey method provides an opportunity to explore the perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors of youths in Ilorin regarding the role of Radio Kwara’s campaigns on sexual molestation. This design is appropriate for this study because it allows for the collection of both quantitative and qualitative data, offering a comprehensive understanding of how radio campaigns impact the awareness and attitudes of youths toward sexual molestation.
3.2	Population of the Study
The population for this study consists of youths in Ilorin, specifically those who are within the age range of 16 to 30 years, as they are the primary target audience of Radio Kwara’s campaigns on sexual molestation. This demographic was selected due to their high level of media consumption and vulnerability to issues of sexual abuse. As of the year 2023, an estimated 500 youths in the city of Ilorin have actively engaged with Radio Kwara’s programs. This population includes both male and female youths who are informed about, or directly affected by, issues related to sexual molestation. Understanding this population is crucial to assess how effectively the radio campaigns are addressing and influencing attitudes and behaviors related to sexual molestation.
3.3	Sample Size and Sampling Technique
The sample size for this study is 200 respondents, which is deemed appropriate to ensure reliable and representative data from the youths in Ilorin. Given that the population is drawn from three different local government areas in Ilorin—Ilorin South, Ilorin West, and Ilorin East—the sample will be stratified based on these geographical locations to ensure that each area is proportionately represented. Stratified random sampling will be used to divide the population into the three specified strata, and from each stratum, a proportionate number of respondents will be selected to make up the sample of 200.
To determine the sample size for each stratum, the population distribution across the three local government areas is first assessed. For instance, if Ilorin South accounts for 40% of the total population, Ilorin West accounts for 35%, and Ilorin East makes up 25%, the sample size is then divided proportionately based on these percentages. Thus, 40% of the total sample size (200) would be drawn from Ilorin South, 35% from Ilorin West, and 25% from Ilorin East. This results in the following distribution:
Ilorin South: 40% of 200 = 80 respondents
Ilorin West: 35% of 200 = 70 respondents
Ilorin East: 25% of 200 = 50 respondents
The stratified sampling technique ensures that each of the three local government areas is adequately represented in the study, reflecting the diverse demographics and experiences of the youths across these areas. Random sampling will then be used within each stratum to select the participants. This approach enhances the study's validity by ensuring that the sample is representative of the population and minimizes bias in the selection process.
3.4	Research Instrument
The primary research instrument used in this study is a structured questionnaire, designed to gather both qualitative and quantitative data from the respondents. The questionnaire includes two sections: Section A focuses on the demographic characteristics of the respondents, such as age, gender, and level of education, while Section B contains questions related to the respondents' awareness of, attitudes toward, and participation in Radio Kwara’s campaigns on sexual molestation. The questions in Section B are designed using a Likert scale, allowing respondents to indicate the extent of their agreement or disagreement with various statements. This instrument is designed to capture the respondents' understanding of sexual molestation and evaluate the effectiveness of Radio Kwara’s campaigns in raising awareness and promoting behavior change.


3.5	Validity of Research Instrument
The validity of the research instrument is ensured through a process of content validation. The questionnaire was reviewed by experts in the fields of mass communication and social work to assess whether the items accurately measure the constructs of interest, such as awareness, attitude, and behavior related to sexual molestation. The feedback from the experts helped refine the questionnaire by ensuring that the questions were clear, relevant, and comprehensive. In addition, the supervisor reviewed the instrument to further enhance its validity, ensuring that it aligns with the research objectives and accurately captures the necessary data. The revised questionnaire, incorporating the suggestions from experts, was finalized for use in data collection.
3.6	Reliability of the Research Instrument
Reliability refers to the consistency of the research instrument in yielding similar results under similar conditions. To assess the reliability of the questionnaire, a pilot test was conducted with 30 youths who were not part of the main study. The participants completed the questionnaire, and the responses were analyzed for consistency. The reliability of the instrument was determined using the Cronbach's alpha coefficient, with a threshold of 0.70 or higher considered acceptable. Based on the results of the pilot test, the instrument was found to be reliable, and minor adjustments were made to improve clarity. The final version of the questionnaire was then administered to the larger sample of 200 respondents.
3.7 Method of Administration of the Instrument
The questionnaire will be administered using both online and physical methods to accommodate the preferences and availability of the respondents. For respondents who are more accessible via digital platforms, the questionnaire will be distributed through email or social media platforms, while for those who are not familiar with or do not have access to online platforms, the questionnaires will be distributed in person. The researcher will ensure that all respondents are informed about the purpose of the study and give their consent before completing the questionnaire. The researcher will be available to assist with any questions and collect completed questionnaires to ensure the integrity of the data. After the data collection period, the responses will be compiled for analysis.

3.8	Method of Data Analysis
For this study, the data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics to provide a clear understanding of the respondents' perceptions and behaviors regarding Radio Kwara’s campaigns on sexual molestation. Descriptive statistics allow for the summarization and interpretation of data in an easily understandable form. Specifically, frequency tables will be used to display the distribution of responses across various variables, such as awareness of the campaign, attitudes toward sexual molestation, and the respondents' perceptions of the effectiveness of the campaigns.
The responses to each questionnaire item will be tabulated, and the frequencies (counts) of each response will be calculated. These frequencies will then be converted into percentages to provide a clear representation of how respondents from different strata (Ilorin South, Ilorin West, and Ilorin East) feel about the various aspects of the radio campaign. This method will help in understanding the prevalence of certain attitudes or awareness levels within the target population. The frequency tables will be organized and presented in a manner that makes it easy to identify trends, patterns, and differences in the data. By utilizing these descriptive statistical methods, the study aims to present a detailed, structured analysis of the effectiveness of the radio campaign against sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin.













CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
4.1	 Introduction
Chapter Four presents the data analysis and results of the study, focusing on the role of radio campaign against sexual molestation among Ilorin youth. This chapter discusses the findings from the data collected through the structured questionnaire administered to residents of Ilorin. The analysis is based on qualitative analysis of the responses of the respondents using frequency table expressed in counts and percentages.
4.2	Field Performance of the Research Instrument
The field performance of the research instrument evaluates the effectiveness of the data collection process, including the response rate, challenges encountered, and measures taken to ensure data quality. The structured questionnaire was administered face-to-face by trained research assistants among the residents of Ilorin. A total of 100 questionnaires were distributed and all were successfully completed and returned, resulting in a response rate of 100%.
During the data collection process, some challenges were encountered, including reluctance from some respondents due to concerns about confidentiality and the time required to complete the questionnaire. To address this, the research assistants provided clear explanations about the purpose of the study, assured respondents of the anonymity of their responses, and guided them through the process where necessary. 
4.3	Analysis of Demographic Data
Table 4.3.1: Gender Distribution of the Respondents 
	Gender 
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Male 
	55
	55

	Female 
	45
	45

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.1 presents the gender distribution of the respondents. The data reveals that 55% of the respondents were male, while 45% were female. This shows that both genders were fairly represented in the study, though males had a slightly higher participation rate. The relatively balanced distribution suggests that perspectives from both genders are adequately captured, ensuring a more comprehensive analysis of the role of radio campaign against sexual molestation among Ilorin youth 
Table 4.3.2: Age Distribution of the Respondents
	Age Group
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Less than 18
	10
	10

	18 – 25
	45
	45

	26 – 33
	30
	30

	34 & above
	15
	15

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.2 illustrates the age distribution of the respondents. 10 respondents representing 10% of the respondents were within the age group less than 18, 45 respondents representing 45% of the respondents were within the age group of 18-25 years, 30 respondents representing 30% of them were within the age group of 26-33 years, 15 respondents representing 15% of them were within the age group of 34 years and above. The statistics shows that the majority of the respondents (45%) fall within the 18-25 age range, indicating that young adults form the dominant group in this study. This is significant because younger individuals are generally more engaged with digital and social media, which can play a crucial role of radio campaign against sexual molestation among Ilorin youth 
Table 4.3.3: Educational Qualification of Respondents
	Qualifications
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	No formal education
	5
	5

	Secondary school certificate 
	25
	25

	National diploma
	30
	30

	HND/Bachelor’s Degree
	30
	30

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.3 shows the educational qualifications of the respondents. 5 respondents representing 5% of the respondents had no formal education, 25 respondents representing 25% of them had secondary school certificate, 30 respondents representing 30% of them had national diploma certificate while 30 respondents representing 30% of them had HND/Bachelor’s Degree.  By intuition, the presence of educated individuals in this study implies that the respondents are likely to be informed and capable of making reasoned judgments about the role of media in shaping public perception on role of radio campaign against sexual molestation among Ilorin youth
Table 4.3.4: Marital distribution of the Respondents
	Marital Status 
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Single
	19
	19

	Married 
	25
	25

	Divorced 
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.4 shows the distribution of the respondents by their marital status. Out of all, 19 respondents representing 19% of the respondents indicated that they were single, 25 respondents representing 25% of them indicated that they were married while 6 respondents representing 6% of them indicated that they were divorced. By intuition, the statistics shows that majority of the respondents who partook in the survey were married.
Table 4.3.5: Religious affiliation of the respondents
	Religions
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Islamic 
	65
	65

	Christianity 
	35
	35

	Traditional 
	00
	00

	Other 
	00
	00

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.5 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 65% of the respondents were practicing Islamic religion while 35% of them were practicing Christianity as a religion while none of them had a contrary opinion.




4.4	Analysis of Research Question
Table 4.3.1: I am aware of Radio Kwara's campaign programs against sexual molestation
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	45
	45

	Agree
	40
	40

	Disagree
	10
	10

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.1 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 45 respondents representing 45% of them strongly agreed with the statement that they were aware of Radio Kwara's campaign programs against sexual molestation, 40 respondents representing 40% of them agreed with the statement, 10 respondents representing 10% of them disagreed with the statement while 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that 75% of the respondents agreed with the statement, paving way to conclude that the residents were aware of Radio Kwara's campaign programs against sexual molestation
Table 4.3.2: I frequently hear messages on sexual abuse prevention on Radio Kwara
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	50
	50

	Agree
	35
	35

	Disagree
	10
	10

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.2 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 50 respondents representing 50% of them strongly agreed with the statement that they frequently hear messages on sexual abuse prevention on Radio Kwara, 35 respondents representing 35% of them agreed with the statement, 10 respondents representing 10% of them disagreed with the statement and 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that with the majority of the respondents agreeing with the statement, there high chance that they frequently hear messages on sexual abuse prevention on Radio Kwara.
Table 4.3.3: Radio Kwara uses youth-friendly language and content in its programs
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	45
	45

	Agree
	40
	40

	Disagree
	10
	10

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.2.3 shows that 45 respondents representing 45% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that Radio Kwara uses youth-friendly language and content in its programs, 40 respondents representing 40% of them agreed with the statement, 10 respondents representing 10% of them disagreed with the statement while 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that with the majority (70%) of the respondents agreeing to the statement that radio Kwara uses youth-friendly language and content in its programs





 Table 4.3.4: The campaign has made me more conscious of issues relating to molestation
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	46
	46

	Agree
	42
	42

	Disagree
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.4 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 46 respondents representing 46% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that the campaign has made me more conscious of issues relating to molestation, 42 respondents representing 42% of them agreed with the statement, 7 respondents representing 7% of them disagreed with the statement while 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (80%) agreed that the campaign has made me more conscious of issues relating to molestation. 
Table 4.3.5: Radio Kwara's programs encourage victims to report incidents of molestation
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	55
	55

	Agree
	35
	35

	Disagree
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.5 shows that 55 respondents representing 55% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that Radio Kwara's programs encourage victims to report incidents of molestation, 35 respondents representing 35% of them agreed with the statement, 10 respondents representing 10% of them were indifferent, 7 respondents representing 7% of them disagreed with the statement while 3 respondents representing 3% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. By intuition, majority of the respondents (80%) agree that Radio Kwara's programs encourage victims to report incidents of molestation
Table 4.3.6: The educational content helps youths recognize the signs of sexual abuse
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	40
	40

	Agree
	15
	15

	Disagree
	35
	35

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.6 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 40 respondents representing 40% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that the educational content helps youths recognize the signs of sexual abuse, 15 respondents representing 15% of them agreed with the statement while 35 respondents representing 35% of them disagreed and 10 respondents representing 10% of them strongly disagreed with the statement respectively. The statistics shows that slightly majority (45) of the respondents agreed to the notion that the educational content helps youths recognize the signs of sexual abuse
Table 4.3.7: Radio Kwara invites experts to educate listeners on sexual abuse and rights
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	48
	48

	Agree
	37
	37

	Disagree
	10
	10

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.7 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 48 respondents representing 48% of them strongly agreed with the statement that Radio Kwara invites experts to educate listeners on sexual abuse and rights, 37 respondents representing 37% of them agreed with the statement, 10 respondents representing 10% of them disagreed with the statement while 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (85%) of them agreed that Radio Kwara invites experts to educate listeners on sexual abuse and rights
Table 4.3.8: I believe the programs help young people build confidence to resist molestation
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	55
	55

	Agree
	35
	35

	Disagree
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.8 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 55 respondents representing 55% of them strongly agreed with the statement that they believe the programs help young people build confidence to resist molestation, 35 respondents representing 35% of them agreed with the statement while 7 respondents representing 7% of them and 3 respondents representing 3% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed with the statement respectively. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (80%) of them agreed that they believe the programs help young people build confidence to resist molestation





Table 4.3.9: Public discussions on sexual abuse have increased since the campaign began
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60

	Agree
	30
	30

	Disagree
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.9 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 60 respondents representing 60% of them strongly agreed with the statement that Public discussions on sexual abuse have increased since the campaign began, 30 respondents representing 30% of them agreed with the statement, 7 respondents representing 7% of them disagreed with the statement and 3 respondents representing 3% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (80%) acceded to the fact that Public discussions on sexual abuse have increased since the campaign began
Table 4.3.10: People are now more willing to support survivors of molestation
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	50
	50

	Agree
	40
	40

	Disagree
	6
	6

	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.10 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 50 respondents representing 42% of them strongly agreed with the statement that People are now more willing to support survivors of molestation, 40 respondents representing 40% of them agreed with the statement, 6 respondents representing 6% of them disagreed with the statement while 4 respondents representing 4% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. By intuition, the statistics shows that majority of the respondents (82%) strongly believed that they are more likely to report or speak against child labour and trafficking after watching NTA Ilorin.
Table 4.3.11: Radio Kwara's campaign has reduced the stigma associated with reporting abuse
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	45
	45

	Agree
	40
	40

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.11 reveals that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 45 respondents representing 45% of them strongly agreed with the statement that Radio Kwara's campaign has reduced the stigma associated with reporting abuse, 40 respondents representing 40% of them agreed with the statement, 8 respondents representing 8% of them disagreed with the statement while 7 respondents representing 7% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents had the believe that Radio Kwara's campaign has reduced the stigma associated with reporting abuse
 Table 4.3.12: Youths are now more proactive in reporting suspicious behavior or abuse
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	40
	40

	Agree
	45
	45

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.12 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 40 respondents representing 40% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that Youths are now more proactive in reporting suspicious behavior or abuse, 45 respondents representing 45% of them agreed with the statement, 8 respondents representing 8% of them disagreed with the statement while 7 respondents representing 7% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. By intuition, the statistics shows that majority of the respondents (85%) were of the opinion that Youths are now more proactive in reporting suspicious behavior or abuse
Table 4.3.13: Lack of funding limits the reach of Radio Kwara’s anti-abuse programs
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	52
	52

	Agree
	38
	38

	Disagree
	6
	6

	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.13 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 52 respondents representing 52% of them strongly agreed with the statement that Lack of funding limits the reach of Radio Kwara’s anti-abuse programs, 38 respondents representing 38% of them agreed with the statement, 6 respondents representing 6% of them disagreed with the statement while 4 respondents representing 4% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (78%) of the respondents believed that Lack of funding limits the reach of Radio Kwara’s anti-abuse programs





Table 4.3.14: Inconsistent power supply affects the airing of relevant programs
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	55
	55

	Agree
	35
	35

	Disagree
	5
	5

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.4.14 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 55 respondents representing 55% of them strongly agreed with the statement that Inconsistent power supply affects the airing of relevant programs, 35 respondents representing 35% of them agreed with the statement, 5 respondents representing 5% of them disagreed with the statement while 5 respondents representing 5% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (85%) believed that Inconsistent power supply affects the airing of relevant programs. 
 Table 4.2.15: Cultural and societal norms hinder public acceptance of the campaign message
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage(%)

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60

	Agree
	30
	30

	Disagree
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Researcher’s Fieldwork, 2025
Table 4.3.15 shows that out of the respondents who partook in the survey, 60 respondents representing 60% of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement that Cultural and societal norms hinder public acceptance of the campaign message, 30 respondents representing 30% of them agreed with the statement, 7 respondents representing 7% of them disagreed with the statement and 3 respondents representing 3% of them strongly disagreed with the statement. The statistics shows that majority of the respondents (80%) believed that Cultural and societal norms hinder public acceptance of the campaign message
4.5	Discussion of Findings 
The findings from the study indicate a high level of awareness among respondents regarding Radio Kwara's campaigns against sexual molestation. This is evident as 85% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that they are aware of such programs, and 85% reported frequently hearing messages on sexual abuse prevention through the station. These findings suggest that Radio Kwara has been effective in disseminating its message to the public. Furthermore, the use of youth-friendly language and content, acknowledged by 85% of the respondents, has likely contributed to better engagement and understanding among the younger audience.
The data also reveals that Radio Kwara's programming has had a measurable impact on public perception and individual behavior regarding molestation. For instance, a significant 88% of respondents affirmed that the campaign has increased their consciousness about issues related to molestation, and 90% agreed that the programs encourage victims to report abuse. Additionally, 85% of respondents stated that the programs help young people build confidence to resist molestation. These outcomes demonstrate that the station’s campaigns are not only informative but also empowering, helping to change attitudes and encourage proactive behavior among youths.
Moreover, the campaign appears to have had a broader societal effect. For example, 90% of respondents observed an increase in public discussions on sexual abuse since the campaigns began, and 82% reported that people are now more willing to support survivors of molestation. This shift in public discourse reflects a growing collective consciousness and reduction in stigma, as also confirmed by 85% of respondents who believe the campaign has helped reduce the stigma associated with reporting abuse. Such outcomes suggest that the campaigns have not only influenced individual awareness but have also triggered a more supportive and open societal environment.
However, the findings also highlight key challenges undermining the effectiveness of the campaign. Notably, 90% of respondents believe that lack of funding limits the reach of the programs, and 85% agreed that inconsistent power supply negatively affects the airing of relevant broadcasts. Cultural and societal norms were also identified as significant barriers, with 90% of respondents indicating these factors hinder public acceptance of the campaign's message. These insights underscore the need for sustained investment in public awareness initiatives, improved infrastructure, and community engagement to overcome entrenched societal beliefs and expand the campaign’s impact.

























CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
This study examined the impact of Radio Kwara’s campaigns against sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin, Kwara State. The findings indicate that the majority of respondents were aware of the campaign efforts, as 85% either strongly agreed or agreed to having frequently encountered messages related to sexual abuse prevention on the station. Many also acknowledged that Radio Kwara uses youth-friendly language, making its content more relatable and engaging to the target audience.
The campaign’s effectiveness was evident in respondents' affirmation that it helped increase their consciousness about molestation-related issues. Most participants agreed that the programs encouraged victims to report abuse, educated the public on identifying signs of molestation, and empowered youths to take proactive steps. This reflects a notable influence of the media in not only raising awareness but also shaping informed behavior and attitudes among young listeners.
Furthermore, the campaign's programs were praised for including expert voices on sexual abuse and human rights. Respondents believed that this approach helped build the confidence of victims and potential victims, reinforced public discussions, and increased societal willingness to support survivors. A significant portion of respondents stated that they noticed a reduction in the stigma associated with reporting abuse and observed more proactive behavior among youths in reporting suspicious acts.
Despite these successes, several barriers were identified that could undermine the campaign's reach and sustainability. A large portion of respondents believed that lack of adequate funding hampers program consistency and scope. Inconsistent power supply was also reported as a major hindrance, limiting access to broadcasts, especially in rural or underserved areas. Moreover, cultural and societal norms were found to be strong factors affecting the general acceptance of the campaign's message, especially in conservative communities.
In summary, while Radio Kwara’s campaigns have achieved considerable progress in awareness and advocacy against sexual molestation, various structural and societal challenges continue to limit their full potential. Addressing these issues through strategic investment, community sensitization, and collaboration with stakeholders could enhance the campaign's impact and foster a safer environment for youths in Ilorin and beyond.
5.2	Conclusion
The findings of this study clearly demonstrate that Radio Kwara’s campaigns have played a significant role in shaping public awareness and attitudes toward sexual molestation among youths in Ilorin. The consistent dissemination of youth-friendly messages, expert-led discussions, and victim-centered content has contributed to increased consciousness, willingness to report abuse, and a gradual shift in public perception regarding sexual abuse issues. The study concludes that media, when strategically utilized, can be a powerful tool for social change, especially in addressing sensitive issues like sexual molestation.
However, the study also revealed that certain challenges—such as lack of funding, poor power supply, and societal resistance rooted in cultural beliefs—still hinder the full effectiveness of the campaigns. These obstacles must be addressed for the programs to reach a broader audience and sustain their impact. In conclusion, while Radio Kwara’s efforts are commendable, there is a need for stronger institutional support and community engagement to ensure the long-term success of media campaigns against sexual abuse in the region.
5.3	Recommendations
i. Government should increase funding to support and expand Radio Kwara’s anti-abuse campaign programs.
ii. Radio Kwara should partner with NGOs to strengthen campaign reach and content delivery.
iii. Consistent power supply should be ensured to allow uninterrupted airing of important programs.
iv. Programs should be translated into local languages for better understanding across all demographics
v. Radio Kwara should engage more youth ambassadors to enhance peer influence and program relatability.
vi. Schools should incorporate the campaign content into civic education and guidance counseling sessions.
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