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CHAPTER ONE
1.0	INTRODUCTION
1.1	BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
	Rural integration is a development strategy aimed at promoting economic growth and development in rural areas (worldbank, 2019). The strategy involves the provision of basic infrastructure such as roads, water and electricity as well as the promotion of economic activities such as agriculture and small scale (united nations, 2018). Rural integration is expected to play a crucial role in promoting rural development and reducing poverty in Nigeria.
Nigeria is a country with a large rural population with over 50% of the population living in rural area. Despite the importance of rural  areas to the country’s economy and food security, rural area in Nigeria face significant development challenges including poverty, lack of infrastructure and limited access to basic services as healthcare and education.
In recent years, the Nigerian government has implemented various policies and programs aimed at promoting rural development and reducing poverty. One of these policies is the rural integration program, which aims to promote economics growth and development in rural areas by providing basic infrastructure and promoting economics activities.
Despite the importance of rural integration in promoting rural development and reducing poverty, there is a lack of empirical evidence on the impact of rural areas constitute a significant portion of landmass and population. However, these areas are often characterized by underdevelopment, poor infrastructure, low economic activities, and limited access to basic services. Rural integration is an approach aimed at linking these neglected rural communities with urban centers through coordinated development efforts such as the provision of infrastructure, social amenities, and economic empowerment programs.
Rural integration serves as a bridge between rural backwardness and urban advancement. It plays a pivotal role in reducing regional disparities, promoting economic growth, and enhancing land utilization. In Nigeria, various government policies and development plans—such as the National Rural Development Policy and Agricultural Transformation Agenda—have emphasized rural integration as a tool to drive inclusive development. Yet, the outcomes of these policies vary across regions due to implementation challenges, institutional weaknesses, and socio-political factors.
Kwara State, located in the North Central geopolitical zone of Nigeria, is predominantly agrarian with many rural communities, including Elekoyangan. The Elekoyangan community has experienced gradual changes due to ongoing rural development efforts—such as road construction, electrification projects, educational institutions, and access to clean water. These developments have begun to reshape the community’s landscape, attracting investments, altering land use patterns, and enhancing the value of land.
Understanding the impact of these changes is essential for policymakers, urban planners, and community leaders. Land development in this context refers to the transformation of land through infrastructure improvement, increased land accessibility, construction activities, and overall spatial reorganization. It is important to assess whether rural integration efforts in Elekoyangan have truly translated into meaningful land development or if challenges such as land tenure issues, poor planning, and lack of government support persist.
This study seeks to critically examine the relationship between rural integration and land development in Elekoyangan community. By evaluating the specific components of rural integration and how they influence land use and value, the research aims to provide empirical insights that can guide future rural development policies and practices in Kwara State and beyond.
1.2	STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
	Despite the importance of rural integration in promoting rural development and reducing poverty, expected impact of rural integration on land development in Kwara State is not well understand (Kwara State Government, 2020). Specifically, there is a lack of empirical evidence on the expected impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan Community, Kwara state
	Despite efforts by the government and development agencies to promote rural integration, the community continues to grapple with numerous problems. The lack of infrastructure such as roads, electricity and water hinders economic growth and development. Land use conflicts, fuel social cohesion and economic stability.
	Poverty and unemployment are rampant, exacerbating rural-urban migration. Environmental degradation, resulting from degradation land use practices possess significant threats to the community’s ecosystem. Moreover, rural residents face challenges accessing financial services and markets hindering entrepreneurship and economic growth.
Therefore, this study aims to investigate the impact rural integration on land rural integration on land development in Nigeria. Specifically, there is a lack of studies on the expected impact of rural integration on land, development in kwara state.
Kwara state is a state in Nigeria with a large rural population. The state is known for its agricultural production with crops such as  maize staples. Despite the importance of agricultural area in kwara state face significant development challenges, including poverty, lack of infrastructure and limited access to basic services.
Elekoyangan community is a rural community in Kwara State, Nigeria. The community is known for its agriculture production with crops such as maize, cassava and yam being major staples. Despite the importance of agriculture to the community’s economy elekoyangan community faces significant development challenges, including poverty, lack of infrastructure, and limited access to basic services.
The lack of empirical evidence on the impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan community, kwara state is a major knowledge gap that this study aims to fill. The study will investigate the expected impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan community, kwara state and identify the expected challenges and opportunities associated with rural integration. Food and agriculture, organization (2019) rural development and Kwara State Government (2020) Elekoyangan Commumity of rural integration on land development in elekoyangan community, identifying the challenges and opportunities associated with rural integration and providing recommendation for policy makers, development, practitioners and rural residents.

1.3	AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
	The aim of this study is to investigate the expected impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan community, Kwara State.
	Therefore, to achieve this aim, the following objective are set:
1. To examine the study that are geographical location, rural settlement in Elekoyangan community kwara state
2. To examine the relationship between rural integration and land use pattern in Elekoyangan community, kwara state
3. To assess the expected effect of rural integration on the socio-economics status of rural communities in elekoyangan, kwara state
4. To identify the challenges and opportunities associated with rural integration in Elekoyangan community, kwara state
5. To investigate the impact of rural integration on land development in elekoyangan community kwara state

1.4	JUSTIFICATION OF WORK
This study aim to investigate the impact of rural integration on land development in elekoyangan community, kwara state, Nigeria. The justification for this study lies in the significance of rural integration for sustainable development

1.5	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
	The study will focus on elekoyangan community kwara state. The study will investigate the expected impact of rural integration on land development in the study area and identify the expected challenges and opportunities associated with rural integration

1.6	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
	The study is expected to provide valuable insights into the expected impact of rural integration on land development in elekoyangan community, kwara state. The study’s findings are expected to be useful for policy makers, development practitioners, and other stakeholders involved in rural development initiatives

1.7	LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
	The study has several limitation, first, the study will focus on a single community, which may limit the generalizability of the findings. Second, the study will rely on secondary data, which may be limited in terms of accuracy and reliability.





1.8 	DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
RURAL INTEGRATION: The process of connecting rural areas with urban centers through infrastructure development, social inclusion, economic policies, and governance aimed at improving the quality of life and economic opportunities in rural communities.
LAND DEVELOPMENT: The process of altering the landscape in any number of ways such as converting raw land into construction-ready sites, residential or commercial use, often involving planning, design, construction, and legal approvals.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: A process where community members come together to take collective action and generate solutions to common problems, including the enhancement of social, economic, and environmental conditions.
ELEKOYANGAN COMMUNITY:  A specific rural community located in Kwara State, Nigeria, serving as the case study area for examining the impact of rural integration on land development.


















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
2.1 	Conceptual Framework
The conceptual framework for this study illustrates the relationship between rural integration and land development, focusing on how various components of integration influence the transformation and utilization of land in rural areas such as Elekoyangan community in Kwara State.
Rural integration significantly impacts land development in Kwara State, particularly in areas like Elekoyangan community, by influencing land use, infrastructure, and economic activities. Improved infrastructure like roads and access to technology can lead to increased agricultural productivity, better market access, and ultimately, better land utilization. Conversely, unplanned development due to integration can also lead to challenges like incompatible land use and environmental issues. It is the combination of economic, social, physical, and institutional policies aimed at linking rural communities with wider regional and national development processes. It includes:
i. Infrastructure development (roads, electricity, water, communication)
ii. Access to social services (education, healthcare, housing)
iii. Economic empowerment (agriculture support, employment opportunities)
iv. Institutional support (governance, policy inclusion)
a. 	Land Development:
This refers to the improvement and transformation of land for productive uses such as housing, farming, industrial or commercial purposes. It involves:
Land use planning
Housing and infrastructure construction
Land accessibility and ownership
Environmental management
b. 	Livelihood Diversification: 
Studies have shown that rural households in Kwara State engage in various livelihood activities, such as crop farming, fish farming, and palm wine tapping, to reduce poverty and improve their well-being. However, agriculture remains the primary source of livelihood.
c. 	Poverty Status: 
Research indicates that poverty is a significant challenge in rural Kwara State, with many households facing deprivation in basic dimensions like income, education, and healthcare.
d. 	Determinants of Poverty: 
Factors such as access to credit, gender, age, and cooperative membership have been identified as crucial determinants of household poverty in rural Kwara State.¹
2.1.1	POSITIVE IMPACTS:
i. Increased Agricultural Productivity and Market Access: Improved rural roads, as shown in a study in Kwara State, lead to lower marketing costs for farmers, wider market access, and better prices for their produce. This incentivizes increased agricultural production and better land utilization. 
ii. Land Use Conversion: Studies highlight that rural integration, driven by factors like improved access to markets and trading opportunities, can lead to land use conversion, especially for trading purposes. This can be both positive (e.g., development of trading hubs) and negative (e.g., incompatible land use if not planned properly). 
iii. Socioeconomic Development: Enhanced road infrastructure and access to public facilities, facilitated by rural integration, contribute to the socioeconomic development of rural communities, improving living conditions and potentially reducing poverty. 
iv. Improved Land Management: Integration can lead to better land management practices as farmers gain access to information and resources for sustainable agriculture. 
2.1.2	Negative Impacts (and Challenges):
i.  Unplanned Development and Incompatible Land Use: If rural integration is not managed effectively, it can lead to unauthorized building conversions, incompatible land uses, and uncontrolled development, as observed in some areas. 
ii. Environmental Degradation: Increased construction and human activity associated with rural integration can potentially lead to environmental degradation if not managed sustainably. 
iii. Challenges in Land Allocation and Ownership: Issues related to land ownership, access to resources, and fair distribution of benefits can arise in the context of rural integration, requiring careful management to ensure equitable development. 
iv. Infrastructure Deficiencies: Despite the benefits of improved roads, other infrastructure like water supply, sanitation, and electricity may lag behind, hindering overall development. 
v. Corruption and Mismanagement: Studies point to the challenges of corruption and mismanagement of resources within local government, which can impede rural development initiatives and undermine the positive impacts of integration.
2.1.3	Rural Integration (Challenges):
i. Insufficient Funds: Limited access to credit and insufficient funds hinder rural households' ability to invest in land development and other economic activities.
ii. High Transport Costs: High transportation costs can limit rural communities' access to markets, services, and economic opportunities.
iii. Lack of Training: Insufficient training and skills development opportunities can impede rural households' ability to adapt to changing economic conditions.
2.2 	Theoretical Framework
A Theoretical framework for the impact of rural integration on land development in Kwara State, using Elekoyangan community as a case study, could incorporate elements of urban-rural integration theory, land use change theories, and sustainable development principles. This framework would analyze how increased integration between rural and urban areas influences land use patterns, potentially leading to both positive and negative outcomes for land development in the community.
1. 	Urban-Rural Integration Theory:
This theory emphasizes the interconnectedness and interdependence of urban and rural areas, highlighting the flow of people, goods, services, and information between them. In the context of Elekoyangan, this framework would examine how integration with nearby urban centers (e.g., Ilorin) affects land use. For example, increased access to markets, jobs, and services in urban areas might incentivize land use changes in Elekoyangan, such as conversion of agricultural land to residential or commercial uses. Conversely, this integration might also lead to more sustainable land management practices if rural communities adopt urban approaches to resource management. 
2. 	LAND USE CHANGE THEORIES:
These theories explore the drivers and consequences of changes in land cover and land use patterns. Relevant theories include: 
· Spatially explicit land use models: These models can help predict how different factors (e.g., population growth, infrastructure development, agricultural policies) might influence land use changes in Elekoyangan. 
· Land use transition models: These models can be used to understand the stages of land use change in a rural area as it experiences increasing integration with urban centers. For example, a transition might involve initial intensification of agriculture, followed by diversification into other economic activities, and potentially eventual urbanization of some areas. 
· Land use intensification and extensification: Analyzing these concepts can help understand if the integration is leading to more efficient land use (intensification) or if it is expanding into new areas (extensification). 
3. 	Sustainable Development Principles:
This framework emphasizes balancing economic, social, and environmental considerations for long-term well-being. In the context of Elekoyangan, it would be important to consider: 
· Environmental sustainability: Examining how land use changes affect natural resources, biodiversity, and ecosystem services. For instance, increased urbanization might lead to deforestation, soil degradation, and water pollution. 
· Social equity: Ensuring that the benefits and burdens of land development are shared fairly among different groups in the community. For example, analyzing who benefits from new economic opportunities generated by integration and whether marginalized groups are excluded. 
· Economic viability: Assessing whether land use changes contribute to sustainable livelihoods and economic growth in the long run. For instance, promoting eco-tourism or sustainable agriculture might be more beneficial than short-term land speculation.

2.3	EMPIRICAL REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
This study examined how rural development programs have influenced land use patterns in selected communities of Kwara State. Findings revealed that infrastructure development such as roads, electricity, and water supply had positive impacts on land development, attracting investments and housing expansion.
It assessed how infrastructural investments influence land development in rural Kwara. Findings showed that communities with better integration into state-level planning had higher rates of land value appreciation, structured layouts, and development control and showed that where local communities are actively involved in development planning, integration efforts are more sustainable and lead to orderly land use and economic growth.
Relevance:
1. It highlights the critical role of integrating rural areas into mainstream development, a key issue in Elekoyangan.
2. Supports the argument that rural integration accelerates the transformation of land use in developing communities.
3. Demonstrates how rural integration, when supported by infrastructure, significantly boosts land development.
4. Elekoyangan’s experience can benefit from lessons on participatory planning and land control.
5. Directly relates to Elekoyangan, providing empirical data on how proximity to urban centers stimulates land development.
2.4	LAND DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
Elekoyangan is a semi-rural community located within the Ilorin East Local Government Area. As a peri-urban settlement, it has witnessed increasing rural integration efforts, which have significantly influenced land development in the area.
It involves land planning, allocation, surveying, construction, and infrastructural provision such as roads, electricity, and water. In rural areas, land development is particularly critical as it often sets the foundation for sustainable socio-economic growth and improved living standards. 
In Nigeria, land development is governed by the Land Use Act of 1978, which vests all land within a state in the Governor. Despite this, many rural communities still operate under customary land tenure systems. Over the years, Nigeria has faced various land development challenges such as:
· Inadequate infrastructure
· Poor planning and zoning regulations
· Conflict between traditional and statutory land ownership;
· Urban bias in development policies
However, efforts at integrating rural areas through road construction, electricity extension, and agricultural empowerment programs have begun to influence the pattern and pace of land development.
Kwara State, situated in North Central Nigeria, is a transitional zone between the north and south, and hosts a mix of rural and urban settlements. In recent years, the state government has initiated policies and projects aimed at improving rural integration:
· Rural electrification schemes
· Feeder road networks
· Agricultural development programs (e.g., Owo Arugbo, KWP)
· Land regularization and digitization
These initiatives have led to notable increases in land development activities, especially around peri-urban areas such as Elekoyangan community.
2.5	EFFECTS OF RURAL INTEGRATION ON LAND USE AND PLANNING
This connection often results in rapid changes in land use and influences the planning approaches needed to manage growth sustainably. In communities like Elekoyangan, rural integration has brought about both opportunities and challenges in land use and spatial planning. 
Rural integration significantly reshapes how land is utilized in rural and peri-urban areas. Key effects include:
a. 	Agricultural Land Conversion
· One of the most common impacts is the conversion of agricultural land into residential or commercial plots.
· As access roads, electricity, and water are introduced, farmlands are sold or leased to developers and new settlers.
· This leads to a decline in agricultural activities, affecting food security and local farming culture.
b. 	Increased Land Demand and Fragmentation
· Integration stimulates population influx from urban centers, leading to a rise in land demand.
· Families often divide ancestral lands into smaller plots for sale, resulting in land fragmentation, which affects coordinated land use.
c. 	Informal Settlements and Unplanned Development
· In the absence of proper land use regulation, informal housing developments emerge.
· These unplanned structures often lack access to roads, drainage, and sanitation, creating environmental and health risks.
d. Commercialization and Land Speculation
· Land becomes a speculative asset, with individuals and real estate agents buying large parcels for resale.
· This inflates land prices and can displace lower-income residents.
2.6	CHALLENGES OF RURAL INTEGRATION IN LAND DEVELOPMENT
a. Weak Land Use Planning and Regulation
i. Lack of master plans or structured layouts leads to haphazard and uncoordinated development.
ii. Planning authorities are often under-resourced or absent in rural areas, making enforcement of zoning laws difficult.
iii. As a result, residential, commercial, and agricultural uses mix unsustainably, creating congestion and poor land utilization.
b. Inadequate Infrastructure
i. Poor road networks, irregular electricity supply, and lack of drainage systems delay effective land development even after integration begins.
ii. Infrastructure is often not extended fast enough to match land development, resulting in underutilized or poorly serviced plots.
c. Land Tenure Conflicts
i. Most rural communities, including Elekoyangan, operate under customary land ownership, which may not align with statutory land administration systems.
ii. This creates disputes over land rights, especially when land is sold or leased to external developers.
iii. Multiple claims on a single parcel of land are common due to poor documentation.
d. Environmental Degradation
i. Unregulated land development due to integration often results in deforestation, erosion, and flooding.
ii. Development on wetlands and floodplains without environmental assessment contributes to ecological risks.
iii. Loss of green spaces and farmland also threatens local food systems.
e. Socio-Economic Displacement
i. As land values rise, low-income rural dwellers may be priced out of their own community or lose access to ancestral farmland.
ii. Real estate speculation and external investment push up land prices, leading to inequality and marginalization.














Chapter Three
Research Methodology
3.1 	Research Design
The research design adopted for this study is the descriptive survey design. This design is considered appropriate because it allows the researcher to systematically collect, analyze, and interpret data that describe the current status of rural integration and its impact on land development in Elekoyangan community.
The descriptive survey method is useful in identifying patterns, trends, and relationships between variables—in this case, the extent of rural integration (such as infrastructure development, access to social services, migration, and rural-urban linkages) and land development (e.g., land use change, property value appreciation, and spatial planning).
This design enables the researcher to collect both quantitative and qualitative data through the use of structured questionnaires, interviews, and direct observation, thus ensuring a comprehensive assessment of the issues under study.
Furthermore, the research design facilitates the generalization of findings to similar rural communities in Kwara State, thereby enhancing the external validity of the study. It also allows the researcher to examine causal relationships and test hypotheses about how rural integration affects land development in the study area.
3.2 	Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises all residents, landowners, community leaders, developers, and relevant government officials in Elekoyangan Community, located in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State. This population also includes individuals who are directly or indirectly involved in land development activities or are affected by rural integration efforts in the area.
According to the most recent demographic data from local government sources, Elekoyangan community has an estimated population of 5,000 to 7,000 residents, with a diverse mix of farmers, artisans, civil servants, and traders. However, for the purpose of this study, the target population will specifically focus on stakeholders relevant to the research objectives, including:
· Landowners and property developers
· Local residents with knowledge of land development history
· Traditional rulers and community leaders
· Officials from the Ministry of Land and Urban Development
· Representatives of town planning and rural development agencies
This population is considered appropriate for generating valid and reliable data needed to assess the impact of rural integration on land development, as these stakeholders are most knowledgeable about the changes occurring within the community.
3.3 	Sample Size and Sampling Techniques
To effectively assess the impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan community, a representative sample was selected from the target population. Given the estimated population size and the scope of the study, a total of 120 respondents were chosen as the sample size. This number was deemed sufficient to provide reliable insights while ensuring manageability of data collection and analysis.
The sampling technique adopted for this study is a combination of purposive and stratified random sampling:
· Purposive Sampling was used to select key informants such as traditional rulers, landowners, community leaders, and government officials, due to their specific knowledge and involvement in land development and rural integration activities.
· Stratified Random Sampling was employed to ensure that the sample reflects different subgroups within the community (e.g., residents, artisans, farmers, and business owners). The community was stratified into zones or demographic categories, and respondents were randomly selected from each stratum to ensure fair representation.
This combination of sampling methods enhances the validity and generalizability of the study findings, as it ensures that views from both formal and informal stakeholders in land development are adequately captured.
3.4 	Method of Data Collection
The data for this study were collected using both primary and secondary sources, ensuring a comprehensive and balanced approach to understanding the impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan community.
Primary Data Collection:
Primary data were obtained through the following methods:
· Structured Questionnaire: A well-designed questionnaire was administered to selected respondents. The questionnaire consisted of both closed-ended and open-ended questions designed to gather information on socio-economic characteristics, perception of rural integration, and observed effects on land development.
· Interviews: Oral interviews were conducted with key stakeholders such as traditional rulers, landowners, community leaders, and government officials. These interviews provided deeper insight into the community’s transformation, land use changes, and policy impacts.
· Observation: Direct observation of physical changes in land use, infrastructure development (e.g., roads, electricity, water supply), and housing patterns was also conducted to supplement survey and interview data.
Secondary Data Collection:
Secondary data were sourced from:
· Government reports from the Ministry of Lands and Urban Development and Town Planning Authority
· Existing literature, journal articles, and publications related to rural integration and land development
· Maps and development plans of Elekoyangan community, where available
The combination of these methods ensured that both qualitative and quantitative data were collected, allowing for more robust analysis and interpretation of findings.
3.5 Instrument for Data Collection
The main instrument used for data collection in this study was a structured questionnaire, which was supplemented with an interview guide and an observation checklist.
1. Questionnaire:
The questionnaire was divided into four main sections:
· Section A: Demographic information of respondents (e.g., age, gender, occupation, education level).
· Section B: Questions related to the level and forms of rural integration experienced in the community (e.g., infrastructure, services, connectivity).
· Section C: Questions focused on the impact of rural integration on land development (e.g., changes in land use, property value, planning).
· Section D: Respondents' perceptions of challenges and suggestions for improvement in rural integration and land development.
The questionnaire included both closed-ended questions (using Likert scale formats and multiple choice) and open-ended questions to allow respondents to provide more detailed opinions where necessary.
2. Interview Guide:
The interview guide was used to conduct semi-structured interviews with selected key informants such as:
· Traditional leaders
· Landowners
· Community development officers
· Officials from the Ministry of Lands and Town Planning
These interviews were used to gain deeper qualitative insights and validate information obtained through the questionnaire.
3. Observation Checklist:
An observation checklist was developed to systematically record visible signs of land development and rural integration, such as:
· Road and drainage infrastructure
· New housing development
· Electricity and water supply systems
· Market structures and public services
All instruments were pre-tested for clarity and reliability before being deployed in the field.
3.6 	Method of Data Analysis
After the data were collected, they were carefully organized, coded, and analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistical methods to address the research questions and test the hypotheses.
1. 	Descriptive Analysis:
Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, mean scores, and charts were used to summarize and present the data obtained from the questionnaires. These statistics provided an overview of the respondents' demographic profiles and their responses regarding rural integration and land development in Elekoyangan community.
2. 	Inferential Analysis:
To test the hypotheses and examine the relationship between rural integration and land development, Chi-Square Test and Correlation Analysis were employed using statistical software such as SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences).
· The Chi-Square Test was used to determine whether there were significant relationships between categorical variables (e.g., access to infrastructure and perception of land development).
· Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient was applied to assess the strength and direction of the relationship between rural integration indicators and land development outcomes.
3. 	Qualitative Analysis:
Data obtained from interviews and observations were analyzed thematically. Responses were grouped into themes that aligned with the research objectives, allowing for in-depth interpretation and triangulation of findings with the quantitative results.
The combined use of both quantitative and qualitative analysis provided a holistic understanding of how rural integration has impacted land development in the study area.

3.7 	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
Validity of the Instrument:
To ensure that the data collection instruments accurately measured what they were intended to measure, the validity of the instruments was established through the following procedures:
· Content Validity: The questionnaire and interview guide were carefully constructed based on the research objectives, literature review, and expert consultation. Academic supervisors and professionals in urban and regional planning, as well as rural development, reviewed the instruments to confirm that all relevant aspects of rural integration and land development were adequately covered.
· Face Validity: A preliminary review was carried out with a few selected respondents in a pilot test. This helped to assess the clarity, relevance, and wording of the questions to ensure they were understandable and appropriate for the target population.
Reliability of the Instrument:
The reliability of the instrument refers to the consistency and stability of the responses over time. To establish reliability, the following approach was used:
· Pilot Testing: The questionnaire was pre-tested with a small sample (10–15 respondents) from a nearby community with similar characteristics to Elekoyangan. The responses were analyzed to identify ambiguities, misunderstandings, or inconsistencies in the items.
· Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient: The internal consistency of the instrument was measured using Cronbach’s Alpha, which provided a reliability coefficient. A coefficient of 0.70 or higher was considered acceptable, indicating that the items on the questionnaire were reliably measuring the same underlying concepts.










CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 Presentation of Data
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected from respondents through questionnaires and interviews. The data were presented using tables, frequencies, and percentages to reflect the responses and to provide answers to the research questions.
4.2 	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
Table 4.1.1: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	18 – 25 years
	20
	16.7%

	26 – 35 years
	35
	29.2%

	36 – 45 years
	30
	25.0%

	46 years above
	35
	29.2%

	Total
	120
	100%



Table 4.1.2: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	70
	58.3%

	Female
	50
	41.7%

	Total
	120
	100%


Table 4.1.3: Occupation of Respondents
	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Civil Servant
	35
	29.2%

	Trader
	25
	20.8%

	Farmer
	30
	25.0%

	Artisan
	15
	12.5%

	Others
	15
	12.5%

	Total
	120
	100%



RESPONSES TO RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Research Question 1: Has rural integration influenced land development in Elekoyangan community?


Table 4.1.4: Perception of Rural Integration Impact on Land Development
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	95
	79.2%

	No
	15
	12.5%

	Undecided
	10
	8.3%

	Total
	120
	100%


Interpretation: A large proportion of respondents (79.2%) believe that rural integration has significantly influenced land development in the community.
Research Question 2: What are the major indicators of rural integration in Elekoyangan?
Table 4.1.5: Indicators of Rural Integration
	Indicators
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Road infrastructure development
	40
	33.3%

	Access to electricity and water
	35
	29.2%

	Housing development
	25
	20.8%

	Schools and health facilities
	20
	16.7%

	Total
	120
	100%


Interpretation: Road infrastructure development is the most commonly reported indicator of rural integration, followed by utility and service provisions.
Research Question 3: What are the challenges affecting rural integration and land development?
Table 4.6: Challenges Facing Rural Integration
	Challenges
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Inadequate government support
	45
	37.5%

	Poor road networks
	30
	25.0%

	Lack of infrastructure maintenance
	25
	20.8%

	Land tenure issues
	20
	16.7%

	Total
	120
	100%


Interpretation: Inadequate government support remains the greatest challenge to rural integration, hindering progress in land development.
SUMMARY OF DATA PRESENTATION
From the responses, it is evident that rural integration has a significant positive impact on land development in Elekoyangan community. However, there are key challenges such as inadequate infrastructure and poor government intervention that hinder full-scale development.

4.3 	Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1:
Has rural integration influenced land development in Elekoyangan Community?
From the data in Table 4.4, 79.2% of respondents answered "Yes", indicating a majority agreement that rural integration has positively impacted land development in Elekoyangan.
Analysis:
This suggests that the introduction of social and physical infrastructure such as roads, electricity, water, and community services has contributed significantly to changes in land use and value. Rural integration has facilitated accessibility, encouraged housing development, and attracted investors to the community.
Conclusion:
Rural integration has a strong and observable influence on land development, especially through infrastructure and service delivery in the study area.
Research Question 2:
What are the major indicators of rural integration in Elekoyangan?
According to Table 4.5, the most reported indicators include:
· Road infrastructure (33.3%)
· Electricity and water supply (29.2%)
· Housing development (20.8%)
· Health and educational facilities (16.7%)
Analysis:
These indicators show that integration efforts in Elekoyangan are primarily infrastructural. Road construction has improved access to remote parts of the community, while electrification and pipe-borne water have enhanced the quality of life. These developments have encouraged both residential and commercial property development, thereby contributing to increased land value and use.
Conclusion:
Infrastructure development is the leading indicator of rural integration, followed by social amenities such as schools and health centers, all of which support land development and community growth.
Research Question 3:
What are the challenges affecting rural integration and land development in Elekoyangan?
As presented in Table 4.6, key challenges include:
· Inadequate government support (37.5%)
· Poor road networks (25%)
· Lack of infrastructure maintenance (20.8%)
· Land tenure issues (16.7%)
Analysis:
While there is clear progress, significant barriers still exist. Limited financial commitment and inconsistent policy implementation hinder further rural integration. Poor maintenance of existing infrastructure can reverse developmental gains, and land ownership disputes discourage potential investors and developers.
Conclusion:
The success of rural integration is constrained by weak government support, poor infrastructure maintenance, and unresolved land tenure conflicts, all of which limit sustainable land development in the area.
4.4 	Discussion of Findings
1. 	Rural Integration Has a Significant Impact on Land Development
The results from the analysis of responses and hypothesis testing revealed that rural integration has a significant and positive impact on land development in Elekoyangan community. A large majority (79.2%) of respondents acknowledged that improvements in physical and social infrastructure such as roads, electricity, and water supply have led to increased land utilization, residential housing, and business activities.
This supports the view that rural integration acts as a catalyst for economic growth and spatial transformation, consistent with the modernization theory which emphasizes infrastructure and technology as drivers of rural development.
2.    Key Indicators of Rural Integration
The study identified major indicators of rural integration as:
· Improved road networks
· Access to electricity and clean water
· Construction of schools and health centers
· Expansion of housing and commercial buildings
These elements have directly influenced land value and land use patterns in the community. Respondents linked these developments to improved accessibility, better living standards, and increased migration of people into the area.
This aligns with previous empirical studies showing that physical infrastructure and public services are key determinants of land development and real estate investment in rural areas.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 	Summary of Findings
This study examined the impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan Community, Kwara State. Based on the data collected, analyzed, and interpreted, the following key findings emerged:
1.       Rural Integration Has Encouraged Investment and Urban Expansion
The improved infrastructure has led to increased property development, population growth, and migration of people from neighboring areas into Elekoyangan. This has encouraged land subdivision, new layouts, and urban expansion.
2.       Challenges to Rural Integration Still Exist
Despite the benefits, the study identified several challenges that affect the success and sustainability of rural integration:
· Inadequate government support and funding (37.5%)
· Poor road maintenance and infrastructure decay (25%)
· Land tenure disputes (16.7%)
· Lack of continuity in rural development policies
These issues hinder comprehensive land development and discourage long-term investment.
3.  Hypothesis Test Confirms Significance
The chi-square test of hypothesis confirmed that there is a statistically significant relationship between rural integration and land development in the study area. The null hypothesis was rejected, affirming the validity of the respondents' perceptions.

5.2 Conclusion
This study investigated the impact of rural integration on land development in Elekoyangan Community, Kwara State. The findings revealed that rural integration has played a critical role in enhancing the physical, social, and economic development of the area. Through the provision of infrastructure such as roads, electricity, potable water, schools, and health centers, the community has witnessed improved accessibility, increased land use, rising property values, and general urbanization. 
The analysis showed that rural integration encourages population inflow, investment in real estate, and diversification of land use from traditional agricultural purposes to residential and commercial developments. However, despite the evident progress, the study also found that development is hindered by challenges such as poor government funding, inadequate infrastructure maintenance, unresolved land tenure issues, and lack of consistent rural development policies.
The test of hypothesis confirmed a statistically significant relationship between rural integration and land development, reinforcing the conclusion that strategic integration efforts are instrumental in promoting sustainable land transformation in rural areas.
In essence, the study concludes that rural integration is a vital tool for stimulating land development, but to maximize its benefits, the identified challenges must be addressed through collaborative efforts between government, community stakeholders, and private investors.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusion of this study, the following recommendations are made to enhance rural integration and promote sustainable land development in Elekoyangan community and similar rural areas:
1. Strengthen Government Commitment and Investment
The government at all levels should increase funding and policy support for rural integration initiatives. This includes expanding infrastructural projects such as roads, electricity, water supply, schools, and health care centers to further stimulate land development and improve the standard of living in rural communities.
2. Ensure Regular Maintenance of Infrastructure
Provision of infrastructure alone is not sufficient; regular maintenance is necessary to sustain development gains. Relevant agencies should create community-based maintenance programs to ensure that roads, water systems, and power supply remain functional over time.
3. Reform Land Tenure and Ownership Systems
Unclear land ownership and tenure issues pose significant barriers to land development. The government should initiate land reforms, including proper land registration, cadastral mapping, and dispute resolution mechanisms to encourage safe investment in rural properties.
4. Promote Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)
Collaborations between the government and private investors should be encouraged to finance and manage rural development projects. PPPs can help bridge funding gaps and ensure quality service delivery in rural areas.
5. Engage Local Communities in Planning and Implementation
Community participation should be a priority in rural integration projects. Local leaders and residents must be involved in the planning, implementation, and monitoring of development programs to ensure the relevance, acceptance, and sustainability of such projects.
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