CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
Investigative journalism plays a pivotal role in promoting accountability, transparency, and good governance in any society. In Nigeria, where corruption and malpractice significantly hinder socio-economic and political development, investigative journalism has emerged as an indispensable tool for exposing corrupt practices. Through rigorous research, careful analysis, and persistent reporting, investigative journalists uncover hidden truths and bring them to public attention, often influencing reforms and policy changes. This chapter provides a foundation for understanding the significance of investigative journalism in addressing corruption in Nigeria.
Corruption remains one of Nigeria's most pressing challenges, undermining development and eroding public trust in governance. The Transparency International Corruption Perception Index has consistently ranked Nigeria among countries with high corruption levels. Despite various anti-corruption initiatives by successive governments, the lack of transparency and accountability in governance has persisted (Transparency International, 2021).
Investigative journalism serves as a counterbalance to corruption by exposing illicit activities, misuse of public funds, and unethical behavior among individuals and institutions. The power of investigative journalism has been demonstrated in notable cases, such as the exposure of subsidy fraud in the petroleum sector and the revelations about embezzlement in public office (Ojo, 2019). By bringing these issues to light, investigative journalists not only inform the public but also compel authorities to act, fostering accountability and systemic change.
However, investigative journalism in Nigeria faces numerous challenges, including threats to journalists’ safety, limited access to information, and censorship. This study seeks to explore the roles, impact, and challenges of investigative journalism in exposing corruption within the Nigerian context.


Corruption has long been a persistent issue in Nigeria, affecting various sectors, including politics, public administration, and the economy. As one of the most populous nations in Africa, Nigeria's development has been significantly hampered by the prevalence of corrupt practices. Despite numerous anti-corruption initiatives and institutions, such as the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission (ICPC), corruption continues to thrive. This persistent challenge underscores the need for alternative approaches to combat corruption, one of which is investigative journalism (Oluwaseun, 2021).
Investigative journalism, often referred to as watchdog journalism, plays a critical role in democratic societies by uncovering misconduct, holding those in power accountable, and promoting transparency. In Nigeria, where secrecy, impunity, and lack of accountability often characterize public and private institutions, investigative journalism has emerged as a powerful tool to expose corruption. Through in-depth research, undercover operations, and the publication of well-documented reports, investigative journalists uncover hidden or suppressed information, bringing to light acts of corruption that might otherwise go unnoticed.
In this context, investigative journalism has emerged as a vital instrument in exposing corrupt practices, ensuring accountability, and promoting transparency. Investigative journalism goes beyond routine reporting by delving deeply into issues of public interest, uncovering hidden truths, and exposing unethical practices. In a society where corruption often operates under a veil of secrecy, the role of investigative journalists becomes crucial in bridging the gap between public ignorance and the accountability of individuals or institutions in power.
In Nigeria, investigative journalism has played a pivotal role in exposing various forms of corruption, from embezzlement of public funds to electoral fraud and abuse of office. Notable cases such as the uncovering of the "pension fraud scandal" and reports on budgetary irregularities have not only informed the public but also sparked national and international conversations, forcing authorities to act. However, the practice of investigative journalism in Nigeria faces significant challenges, including threats to journalists' safety, inadequate funding, lack of legal protections, and resistance from powerful entities implicated in corrupt practices.
Over the years, investigative journalism in Nigeria has faced numerous challenges, including threats to journalists' lives, limited resources, censorship, and legal constraints. Despite these hurdles, several high-profile investigations have had significant impacts, leading to public awareness, policy changes, and even legal action against corrupt individuals or entities	 (Akinola, 2019).	


1.2	STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Corruption remains a significant impediment to Nigeria's development, manifesting in various sectors, including politics, education, health, and infrastructure. Despite governmental and institutional efforts to tackle corruption, the problem persists due to a lack of transparency, weak enforcement of laws, and insufficient public awareness.
Investigative journalism, which has proven effective in other countries as a mechanism to check corruption, has not fully achieved its potential in Nigeria due to systemic challenges. These challenges include limited freedom of the press, inadequate resources for journalists, and threats to personal safety. The lack of public trust in traditional media further exacerbates the problem, as many perceive media houses as compromised or biased.
This study seeks to examine the role of investigative journalism in combating corruption in Nigeria, analyzing its effectiveness, limitations, and potential for greater impact.

1.3	RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
i. To examine the role of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria and its impact on governance and societal change.
ii. To identify the challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria.
iii. To evaluate the impact of investigative journalism on public awareness and governance.
iv. To recommend strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of investigative journalism in combating corruption.

1.4	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
i. What role does investigative journalism play in exposing corruption in Nigeria?
ii. What are the challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria?
iii. How has investigative journalism influenced public awareness and governance in Nigeria?
iv. What strategies can be adopted to enhance investigative journalism in Nigeria?


1.5	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study is significant for several reasons. First, it highlights the critical role of investigative journalism in promoting accountability and transparency in Nigeria. By understanding the contributions of investigative journalists, stakeholders can better appreciate their importance in fostering good governance.
Second, the study provides insights into the challenges faced by investigative journalists, which could inform policy decisions aimed at improving media freedom and protection. The findings may guide governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and media organizations in developing strategies to support investigative journalism.
Finally, the study contributes to the academic discourse on media and governance, serving as a resource for researchers, journalists, and policymakers interested in the intersection of journalism and anti-corruption efforts in Nigeria.
1.6	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The study focuses on the role of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria. It examines cases of investigative journalism in the country, with an emphasis on their outcomes, challenges, and impacts on public perception and governance. While the study primarily focuses on contemporary issues, it also draws on historical cases for context. The geographical scope is limited to Nigeria, although comparisons with other countries may be made where relevant.
1.7	DEFINITION OF TERMS
Investigative Journalism: A form of journalism that involves in-depth research and reporting to uncover hidden truths, particularly regarding corruption, crime, and abuse of power.
Corruption: The abuse of public office for private gain, including bribery, embezzlement, and nepotism.
Transparency: The openness and accessibility of information to the public, promoting accountability in governance.
Accountability: The obligation of individuals or organizations to account for their actions and accept responsibility.
Governance: The processes and structures through which power and authority are exercised, particularly in managing public resources and implementing policies.
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
Investigative journalism plays a vital role in exposing corruption, particularly in developing nations like Nigeria, where corruption significantly hinders socioeconomic development. This chapter critically reviews existing literature to understand the conceptual, theoretical, and empirical underpinnings of investigative journalism's role in combating corruption. It examines the definitions, frameworks, and practical examples that illustrate the effectiveness of investigative journalism in promoting transparency and accountability.
Investigative journalism is a specialized form of journalism that focuses on uncovering issues of public interest that are often hidden from public view. It involves in-depth research, data collection, and critical analysis aimed at exposing misconduct, corruption, or systemic failures. In Nigeria, where corruption has been deeply rooted in political, economic, and social systems, investigative journalism plays a crucial role in promoting transparency and accountability. Scholars and analysts agree that the practice serves as an essential tool in holding individuals and institutions accountable, thereby fostering good governance and the rule of law.
Corruption in Nigeria has been a long-standing challenge, undermining the country's development efforts and exacerbating inequality. Reports from organizations such as Transparency International rank Nigeria among nations with high levels of corruption. Corruption manifests in various forms, including embezzlement, bribery, electoral fraud, nepotism, and abuse of power. Literature reveals that corruption in Nigeria is fueled by weak institutions, lack of accountability, and a culture of impunity (Ojo, 2019).
2.1	Conceptual Framework
2.1.1	Concept of Investigative Journalism
Investigative journalism refers to an in-depth form of journalism that uncovers information of public interest that is deliberately concealed, often by powerful individuals or institutions. According to de Burgh (2020), investigative journalism serves as a watchdog, holding those in power accountable. It involves a systematic process of research, fact-finding, and analysis, with the primary goal of uncovering hidden truths that may impact governance, justice, and public welfare.
Investigative journalism is a specialized form of journalism that goes beyond routine reporting by deeply examining issues of public interest. Its primary purpose is to expose wrongdoing, challenge the status quo, and hold powerful individuals, corporations, and institutions accountable. This branch of journalism is distinct because it relies on thorough research, critical analysis, and sometimes clandestine methods to uncover truths that are deliberately concealed from the public.
Investigative journalism is often defined as the practice of reporting that uncovers information that is deliberately hidden, often involving fraud, corruption, or other unethical practices. It involves gathering evidence, verifying facts, and presenting well-researched reports to inform and educate the public. According to UNESCO, investigative journalism is “a cornerstone of democratic society and media freedom, helping to ensure transparency, accountability, and the rule of law.”
The concept of investigative journalism can be traced back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, particularly in the United States during the muckraking era. Muckrakers were journalists who exposed corruption and unethical practices in industries and politics.  Over time, investigative journalism evolved globally, becoming a tool for exposing corruption, social injustices, and abuses of power. In Nigeria, investigative journalism gained prominence in the post-independence era, with journalists such as Dele Giwa (before his assassination in 2016) playing critical roles in uncovering governmental corruption.
2.1.2	Role of Investigative Journalism in Exposing Corruption
Investigative journalism operates as an accountability mechanism by exposing corruption, enhancing transparency, and fostering public discourse. Through its in-depth reporting, investigative journalism can reveal systemic flaws, highlight abuses of power, and pressure authorities to implement reforms. For instance, cases such as the Panama Papers and the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) Scandal demonstrate how investigative efforts can spark public outrage and policy changes (Egbunike, 2018).


2.1.3	Corruption	
Corruption, as defined by Transparency International (TI), is the abuse of entrusted power for private gain. It manifests in various forms, including bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, and electoral fraud. Corruption in Nigeria is entrenched in both public and private sectors, adversely affecting governance, economic growth, and societal trust (Dike, 2015). The prevalence of corruption in Nigeria necessitates robust measures like investigative journalism to expose and mitigate its impact.
The concept of corruption encompasses a broad range of unethical, immoral, or illegal behaviors that involve the abuse of power for personal gain. It occurs when individuals or institutions entrusted with authority exploit their positions for self-interest, violating principles of integrity, honesty, and fairness. Corruption undermines trust, erodes societal values, and compromises the effectiveness of systems meant to serve the public or organizational interests.
At its core, corruption often arises from an imbalance of power and a lack of accountability. It manifests in various forms, ranging from petty bribery at lower levels of administration to systemic, large-scale corruption within governments or corporations. It may involve financial impropriety, such as embezzlement of funds, bribery, fraud, or money laundering, but it can also take non-monetary forms like favoritism, nepotism, or the misuse of influence.
Corruption is often categorized into two main types: grand corruption and petty corruption. Grand corruption occurs at the highest levels of governance or leadership and typically involves significant amounts of resources, often impacting entire populations or economies. Examples include embezzlement of public funds, rigging of public tenders, or illicit policymaking. Petty corruption, on the other hand, refers to smaller-scale, everyday abuses of power, such as bribes demanded by low-level officials for basic services.
The concept of corruption is inherently linked to power dynamics. Wherever power is concentrated without transparency or mechanisms of accountability, corruption thrives. For instance, in political systems, electoral fraud, vote buying, and manipulation of policies to serve the elite exemplify corruption. Similarly, in business, practices like corporate collusion, insider trading, and tax evasion represent corruption in the economic realm.
The consequences of corruption are far-reaching. At a societal level, corruption perpetuates inequality by diverting resources away from essential public services like education, healthcare, and infrastructure. It disproportionately affects marginalized communities, who are often denied access to resources due to corrupt practices. Economically, corruption hinders development by discouraging investment, inflating costs, and stifling innovation. Politically, it erodes trust in institutions, weakens democratic processes, and undermines the rule of law.
Corruption also has a significant cultural and ethical dimension. In societies where corruption is normalized or perceived as a necessary means to an end, it becomes deeply entrenched and challenging to uproot. Cultural attitudes toward wealth, power, and integrity often shape the prevalence of corruption. In such environments, individuals may justify corrupt behavior as a survival strategy or as acceptable due to a widespread lack of accountability.
To combat corruption, transparency, accountability, and strong legal frameworks are essential. Effective anti-corruption measures include the implementation of laws that criminalize corrupt acts, independent oversight bodies, freedom of the press, and citizen empowerment through access to information. Ethical leadership and a culture of integrity within institutions are critical to fostering environments where corruption cannot take root.
In conclusion, corruption is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that undermines societal progress, economic stability, and ethical governance. It reflects a failure of systems, values, and accountability mechanisms, demanding comprehensive solutions that address its root causes. Without concerted efforts to promote transparency, fairness, and moral responsibility, corruption continues to impede the collective aspirations of societies for justice, equality, and development (Dike, 2015).
2.2 Theoretical Framework
The study of investigative journalism's role in combating corruption is grounded in several theoretical perspectives:


2.3.1	Agenda-Setting Theory
The agenda-setting theory posits that the media influences public discourse by highlighting specific issues (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). Investigative journalism plays a crucial role in shaping the public's perception of corruption as a pressing societal problem. By prioritizing corruption-related stories, investigative journalists influence both public opinion and policymaking in Nigeria.
Agenda-setting theory is a communication and media theory that explains how media influences public perception and prioritization of issues. Developed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw during their research in the 1968 U.S. presidential election, the theory posits that the media doesn't tell people what to think but rather what to think about. By determining the prominence and frequency with which issues are covered, media organizations can influence the public's perception of the relative importance of those issues.
Core Concepts of Agenda-Setting Theory
Media Agenda
The media agenda refers to the set of issues or topics that news organizations prioritize and highlight in their coverage. These issues are often selected based on editorial decisions, political influences, audience preferences, or broader societal concerns.
Public Agenda
The public agenda consists of the issues that individuals and the general public perceive as important. The media agenda significantly shapes the public agenda by focusing attention on specific topics.
Policy Agenda
The policy agenda involves the set of issues that policymakers prioritize and address. Public concern about certain issues, driven by media coverage, often influences the policy agenda.
Salience Transfer
Salience transfer is the process through which the media's emphasis on specific issues increases the perceived importance of those issues among the public. This is the essence of agenda-setting.
The Process of Agenda-Setting
The agenda-setting process involves the following stages:
Media Coverage: Media organizations select and report on issues they deem newsworthy, presenting these issues with varying degrees of frequency, depth, and prominence (e.g., front-page articles, headlines, prime-time slots).
Public Perception: Repeated and prominent coverage of certain topics influences public perceptions, leading people to view these issues as more significant than others.
Public Opinion: Over time, public discussion and concern grow around these highlighted topics, creating pressure for action or change.
Policy Change: Policymakers, responding to public pressure or media influence, prioritize these issues in legislative or executive agendas.
Key Studies and Findings
McCombs and Shaw (1972): The foundational study analyzed media coverage and public opinion during the 1968 U.S. presidential election. It found a strong correlation between the issues emphasized by the media and those the public considered important, establishing the agenda-setting effect.
Iyengar and Kinder (1987): Their experimental studies revealed that exposure to media coverage of certain issues (e.g., unemployment or defense) led audiences to perceive these issues as more critical than others.
Second-Level Agenda-Setting: Also known as attribute agenda-setting, this concept extends the theory by suggesting that the media not only influence which issues people think about but also how they think about them by emphasizing specific attributes or frames of an issue.
Connection between Agenda-Setting Theory and Investigative Journalism in Exposing Corruption in Nigeria
1. Framing Corruption as a Critical Issue: Investigative journalism often brings hidden issues of corruption to the forefront, shaping the public agenda by framing corruption as an urgent societal problem. When investigative journalists uncover corruption in government, business, or other sectors, they set the agenda by highlighting these corrupt activities as significant problems that require immediate public attention and action. For example, high-profile exposés, like those surrounding government mismanagement or fraudulent practices, often compel citizens to demand accountability and reform.
2. Shaping Public Perception and Political Dialogue: Through the power of media exposure, investigative journalism influences how citizens view corruption, shaping the political discourse around it. Investigative reports often present in-depth analyses of corruption, detailing how it impacts economic development, governance, and public welfare. By continuously covering stories related to corruption, investigative journalists force both the public and policymakers to focus on the systemic issues that enable corruption to thrive. This, in turn, may lead to discussions on institutional reforms and anti-corruption measures, pushing the topic higher on the national agenda.
3. Increasing Accountability and Policy Reform: By bringing corrupt practices into the public eye, investigative journalism not only informs the public but also exerts pressure on government institutions and policymakers to take action. Agenda-setting theory emphasizes the influence the media has on political decision-making by highlighting specific issues. In the case of corruption in Nigeria, when investigative journalism focuses on corrupt activities, it can lead to significant political and social responses, such as public calls for accountability, policy changes, and even legal reforms to combat corruption.
2.3.2	Uses and Gratification theory
Uses and gratifications theory (UGT) was proposed by Elihu Katz and Jay G. Blumler in 1974. It is an approach to understanding why and how people actively seek out specific media to satisfy specific needs. UGT is an audience-centered approach to understanding mass communication. Diverging from other media effect theories that question "what does media do to people?", UGT instead focuses on "what do people do with media?" It postulates that media is a highly available product and the audiences are the consumers of the same product.
The Uses and Gratifications Theory is a communication theory that explores why people actively seek out and use media, such as television, radio, newspapers, and the internet. Unlike earlier models that viewed audiences as passive receivers of media messages, this theory suggests that individuals play an active role in selecting media content to fulfill their specific needs and desires. The theory assumes that people use media for various purposes and derive gratification from their media choices.
The Uses and Gratifications Theory is a communication theory that focuses on understanding why people actively seek out and use media. Rather than viewing media as a passive influence that shapes individuals, this theory suggests that people are actively involved in selecting and using media to fulfill their specific needs and desires. The theory originated in the 1940s and 1950s and has since evolved with advancements in media and communication studies.
Connection between Uses and Gratification Theory and Investigative Journalism in Exposing Corruption in Nigeria
1. Information Seeking and Awareness: One of the primary needs that media fulfill, according to UGT, is the need for information. Investigative journalism plays a crucial role in satisfying this need by providing in-depth, fact-based reports on corruption in Nigeria. People often turn to investigative journalism to learn about corrupt practices within government, businesses, and other institutions. These reports satisfy the public's desire for knowledge and understanding about how corruption affects their daily lives and the broader society. For instance, Nigerians might seek out investigative reports to understand how public funds are misappropriated or how political leaders abuse their power. The media, through investigative journalism, fulfill this informational need by exposing corruption and offering insights into the socio-political implications of such acts.
2. Social Interaction and Public Debate:
Investigative journalism on corruption often triggers public debates and discussions, both online and offline. People use these discussions to engage with their social circles, share opinions, and seek consensus or dissent about corruption in Nigeria. The media, through its investigative reports, provide the raw material for social interaction, where citizens form opinions, advocate for change, and influence public opinion.
3. Entertainment and Escapism:
While investigative journalism’s primary focus is on exposing corruption, the dramatic and often shocking nature of corruption-related stories can also serve as a form of entertainment, fulfilling the audience's need for excitement, intrigue, and escapism. Corruption stories often include elements of power struggles, financial mismanagement, and human drama, making them captivating for the audience. People may become engrossed in these stories, following them with interest like a crime thriller or political drama. This need for entertainment in the context of investigative journalism may not only serve to engage readers or viewers but also stimulate a desire for justice and retribution, which are key emotional responses tied to public outrage over corruption.
2.4	Empirical Review
Ogunyemi (2019) on Investigative Journalism and Corruption Exposure in Nigeria: A Historical Overview. Nigerian newspapers, through investigative reporting, have historically exposed embezzlement, fraud, and political corruption. Ogunyemi noted that investigative journalism has been instrumental in uncovering large-scale corruption scandals, such as the "Pension Fund Scandal" (2012), where senior public officials were found to have embezzled billions of Naira intended for pension payments. His study showed that investigative journalism has been crucial in breaking news stories that would otherwise remain hidden from public scrutiny.
Numerous studies and reports have highlighted the impact of investigative journalism in exposing corruption globally and within Nigeria. Investigative journalism has had a transformative impact globally. The Watergate Scandal, exposed by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, demonstrated the power of journalism in holding leaders accountable. Similarly, the Panama Papers revealed global tax evasion networks, leading to resignations, legal actions, and policy reforms (Adeyemi K., 2020).
Nigeria has witnessed significant investigative journalism efforts, despite challenges like censorship, lack of resources, and threats to journalists.  This high-profile corruption case involved the misappropriation of oil block funds. Investigative reports by Premium Times and Sahara Reporters exposed the complicity of Nigerian officials and international oil companies, prompting local and international legal actions (Ogundele, 2017).
Investigative reporting revealed discrepancies in the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation's accounts, including billions of dollars in missing funds. This reporting spurred public debates and demands for accountability (Ogunye, 2015).
Reports by The Cable and Premium Times highlighted how public procurement processes were manipulated to favor corrupt practices. These exposés led to the revocation of contracts and sanctions against implicated officials (Ezeobi, 2019).
Raising public awareness about the consequences of corruption. However, these efforts often face backlash, including threats to journalists' safety, legal intimidation, and lack of institutional support (Adibe et al., 2019).
CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: bookmark45]METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: bookmark46]INTRODUCTION
3.1 [bookmark: bookmark47]Research Design
Research design as the plan, structure and strategy of investigation concerned as to obtain answer to research question and control variance. Research design is a step by step approach that the research adopt to complete the study (Kadir E., 2016).
In the light of this study, the research will adopt the survey method of data collection. It is used to obtain the peoples opinion through questionnaire.
3.2 [bookmark: bookmark48]Population of the Study
Population is the total number of people that are important or relevant to a particular study or survey. It is also any well-defined class of people, events or subjects which can be living and non-living things
[bookmark: bookmark49]Population of the study is an interdisciplinary field of scientific study that uses various statistical methods and models to analyse, determine, address, and predict population challenges and trends from data collected through various data collection methods such as population census, registration method, sampling, and some other systems of data sources. The population of this study is based on Ilorin Metropolis in Kwara State, comprised of Ilorin Metropolis, the capital city of Kwara State in Nigeria, has a population of approximately 1.1 million people as of the 2023 estimates..

3.3	Sampling Technique/Sample Size
Sample is a portion of universe or population which reasonably reflects the opinion, attitude or behaviour of the entire group. Ozo, et al (2019). It is also an individual portion by which the quality of more of the same sort is to be deduced or judged. Webster's dictionary (2012). 
In the cause of this study, the researcher will adopt a Simple Random Sampling Technique as postulated by Chochran, (2019) the entire population could not be studied. It will become necessary to resort to a sampling technique. This study will adopt a simple random sampling method which is done by drawing a sample that would represent the entire population.
A simple random sample is define as a subset of individual (a sample) chosen from a larger set of a population (Cooper and Schinder 2021). This technique will ensure that the selection of respondents was equal and unbiased. 
The sample size is a smaller set of the larger population (cooper and schinder 2016). Determining sample size is a very important issue for collecting an accurate result written a quantitative survey design. The simple random sampling will be used to select 100 respondents to be sampled. This sampling techniques will help in collecting data on the research question relevant to the study. 
3.5	Instrument of Data Collection
The instrument that will be use for this research work is the questionnaire. The research questionnaire that will be develop by the researcher will consist of two sections A and B. section A will be designed to elicit personal information from the respondents such as sex, age, name of media organization, etc. Section B contain item focus on the different responses to be tested will be made known to the respondents. One hundred (100) copies of questionnaires will be distributed to analyze the data for the study.
3.6 	Validity of Data Gathering Instrument
	Validity is referred to as the degree to which empirical measure of several measure of several measures of a concept, accurately measure the concept (Orodho 2015). Validity is the degree to which results obtained from the analysis of data collected in a research questions actually represents what was intended. Content validity will be ensured by matching the research questions with items in the data collection instruments. This will be done by engaging the supervisors to verify if the content of items in the questionnaire with collected information on the roles of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria.
The study would ensure that simple language will be adopted to make the respondents understand the question very well for them give valid answers as per the study.
3.7	Method of Data Collection 
	A survey of data collection method will be employed to collect primary data. A survey is defined by Balnaus and Caputi (2021) as a method of collecting data from people about who they are, how they think (motivations and believes) and what they do (behaviour). The subject in the survey were questioned by means of a standardized procedure for the answers to be compared and analyzed statistically (corbetta, 2013).
Questionnaire is the most effective way of data collection tool for the survey of this study. Standardized and well-structured questionnaires will help to investigate a widely distributed population. The advantage of this approach is that the researcher can collect data from a controlled number of variables. The respondents will be expected to provide answers to the open-ended questions. The questionnaire will be split into two sections, the initial section asked questions concerning the general responded information. The second section established on the roles of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria.
3.8	Method of Data Analysis 
This study will use a descriptive statistics method to analyze data. According to Mugenda and Mugenda, (2019), descriptive analysis involves a process of transforming a mass of raw data into tables, charts, with frequency distribution and percentages, which are a vital parts of making sense of the data. In this study, the descriptive statistics such as percentage and frequency distribution be used to analyze the demographic profile of the participants. The data will be presented using tables to give a clear picture of the research findings at a glance.
Simple tables, frequency and percentage were adopted in the presentation and analysis of the data generated for this study. These statistical tools were used because they were suitable means of breaking down and analyzing the generated data.


APPENDIX

Department of Mass Communication 
Institution of Information 
and Communication Technology
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin 
Dear Sir/Ma,

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE
I am a student of Kwara State Polytechnic, presently writing final project in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the award of Higher National Diploma (HND) in Mass Communication. 
	This questionnaire aim at gathering information that are relevant to this study of “Role of investigative journalism in Exposing corruption in Nigeria”. 
	Your co-operation will be must appreciate as you answer the question all information shall be treated will almost confident as they are purely for academic exercise 
		Thanks
Yours faithfully, 

Bolaji Mariam Ayoka
QUESTIONAIRES
INSTRUCTION: Please tick (  ) in the appropriate box and fill gaps where necessary 
SECTION A.
1. Gender:    Male          (      )   Female (     )
2. Marital status:   Single   (      ) Married (     )   Divorce (    )
3. Age: (a) 16-20 ( ) (b) 21-25 ( ) (c) 25-30 ( )(d) 31 and above ( )
4. Educational qualification: Olevel Holder ( ) ND/NCE Holder ( ), HND/B.Sc Holder ( ) 
5. Have you ever read or watched a report by an investigative journalist in Nigeria? Yes ( )  No ( )
SECTION B: Knowledge and Perception of Investigative Journalism
6. How familiar are you with the concept of investigative journalism? Very familiar ( ) Somewhat familiar ( ) Not familiar ( )
7. In your opinion, how important is investigative journalism in society? Very important ( ) Important ( ) Not important ( )  Not sure ( )
8. Which of the following investigative journalists or platforms are you familiar with? Premium Times( ) Sahara Reporters ( )  BBC Africa Eye ()  TheCable ( ) Others (  )
9. Do you believe investigative journalism helps to uncover corrupt practices in Nigeria?  Strongly agree ( )  Agree ( ) Disagree ( )  Strongly disagree ( )
10. What do you think is the greatest strength of investigative journalism in Nigeria? Holding public officials accountable ( ) Educating the public ( )  Deterring corrupt practices ( ) Enhancing transparency ( ) Others ( )
11. Have you come across any investigative reports that led to disciplinary actions against public officials?  Yes ( )  No ( )  Not sure ( )
12. How would you rate the impact of investigative journalism on the fight against corruption in Nigeria?  Very high ( ) High ( )  Moderate ( )  Low ( )  No impact ( )
13. What challenges do investigative journalists face in Nigeria?  Threats to life and safety ( ) Legal restrictions and censorship ( )  Lack of funding and resources (  )  Political interference ( )  Public apathy ( ) Other ( )
14. Why are some investigative reports not leading to prosecution or reforms? Weak judicial system ( ) Lack of political will (  )  Media ownership and bias ( )
15. What measures can improve the effectiveness of investigative journalism in Nigeria? Better funding for investigative journalism ( )  Legal protection for journalists ( )  Stronger partnerships with civil society ( )  
SECTION C
	S/N
	Statements
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	16
	Investigative journalism plays a vital role in uncovering corrupt practices in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Nigerian journalists have sufficient freedom to investigate and report corruption.
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Media exposure of corruption cases often leads to government action or prosecution.
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Fear of harassment or threats discourages journalists from investigating corruption.
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Investigative journalism helps increase public awareness about corruption issues.
	
	
	
	
	





CHAPTER FOUR
4.0	DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 	INTRODUCTION
	This chapter presents, analyzes and interpret the results on the roles of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria.
 4.2	DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
SECITON A
TABLE 4.1: GENDER
	Frequency 
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Male
	41
	41

	Female 
	59
	59

	Total
	100
	100


Source: field survey 2025
	The analysis shows that 41 respondents are male while 59 respondents are female representing 41% and 59% respectively. The table above indicates majority of them are Female.
TABLE 4.2: MARITAL STATUS
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Single
	58
	58

	Married
	34
	34

	Divorce
	8
	8

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025. 
	The above table shows that 58 respondents are single, 34 respondents are married, while 8 respondents are divorced representing 58%, 34% and 8% respectively. The table above indicates that majority of them are single.


TABLE 4.3: AGE
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	16 – 20 years
	44
	44

	21 – 25years
	26
	26

	25 -30 years
	17
	17

	31 and above
	13
	13

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 44 respondents are in the age of 16-20years, 26 respondents are in the age bracket of 21 – 25 years, 17 respondents are between 25 – 30years while the remaining 13 respondents are in the age bracket of 31 and above respectively.
TABLE 4.4:  EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Olevel holder
	38
	38

	ND/NCE holder
	41
	41

	HND/B.sc holder
	21
	21

	TOTAL
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
	The table above shows that 38 respondents are o’level holder, 41 respondents are ND/NCE holder, 21 respondents are HND/BS.c holder, representing 38%, 41% and 21% respectively. The table above shows that majority they are hold ND/NCE.
TABLE 4.5:  Have you ever read or watched a report by an investigative journalist in Nigeria?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	75
	75

	No
	25
	25

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
This table shows that 75% of the respondents said yes that they have read or watched a report by an investigative journalist in Nigeria, while the remaining 25% said No.
SECTION B: Knowledge and perception of investigative journalism
TABLE 4.6 How familiar are you with the concept of investigative journalism
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very familiar
	20
	20

	Somewhat Familiar
	55
	55

	Not Familiar
	25
	25

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 20 respondents were familiar with the concept of investigative journalism, 55 respondents were Somewhat familiar, while the remaining 25 respondents said they were not familiar.
TABLE 4.7: How important is investigative journalism in society?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very important
	25
	25

	Important
	48
	48

	Not important
	13
	13

	Not sure
	14
	14

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
	The table show that 25 respondents said investigative journalism is Very Important in the society, 48 respondents chose Important, 13 respondents chose Not Important, while the remaining 14 respondents said they are Not Sure.
TABLE 4.8: Which of the following investigative journalists or platforms are you familiar with?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	PREMIUMTimes
	25
	25

	Sahara Reporters
	15
	15

	BBC Africa
	50
	50

	TheCable
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 25% of respondents chose PremiumTimes has the platforms that they are familiar with,15% said Sahara Reporters, 50% choose BBC Africa, while the remaining 10% said TheCable.
TABLE 4.9:  Did you believe investigative journalisms helps to uncover corrupt practices in Nigeria?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree
	41
	41

	Agree
	10
	10

	Neutral
	13
	13

	Disagree
	30
	30

	Strongly disagree
	6
	6

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 41% of respondents Strongly agree, , 10% of the respondents choose Agree, 13% choose Neutral, 30% choose Disagree, while remaining 6 choose Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.10: What did you think is the greatest strength of investigative journalism
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Holding public official accountable
	30
	30

	Educating the public
	47
	47

	Deterring the corrupt practices
	14
	14

	Enhancing transparency
	7
	7

	Others
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 30% of respondents holding public officials accountable, 47% chose educating the public, 14% choose deterring corrupt practices, 7% choose enhancing transparency while remaining 2% of respondents chose Others.
TABLE 4.11: Have you come across any investigative reports that led to disciplinary actions against public officials?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes 
	85
	85

	No
	12
	47

	Not sure
	3
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 85% of the respondents said Yes that they have come across an investigative report that led to disciplinary actions against public officials, 12% Said No, while remaining 3% of respondents said Not sure.
TABLE 4.12: How would you rate the impact of investigative journalism on the fight against corruption in Nigeria?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very high
	20
	20

	High
	56
	56

	Moderate 
	13
	13

	Low
	9
	9

	No impact
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above show 20% of respondents choose very high, 56% chose High, 13% choose Moderate, 9% choose Low while remaining 2% of respondents choose No impact.
TABLE 4.13: What challenges do investigative journalist face in Nigeria?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Threats to life and society
	50
	50

	Legal restrictions and censorship
	29
	29

	Lack of funding and resources
	11
	11

	Public apathy
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 50% of respondents chose threat to life and Society, 29% chose legal restrictions and censorship, 11% of the respondents chose Lack of funding and resources, while the remaining 10% chose public apathy. 
TABLE 4.14: Why are some investigative reports not leading to prosecution or reforms?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Weak judicial system
	71
	71

	Lack of political will
	29
	29

	Media ownership and bias
	0
	0

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 71% of respondents said Weak judicial system, has the reason why some investigative report not leading to prosecution or reforms 29% said Lack of political will, while none of the respondents choose media ownership and bias.
TABLE 4.15: What measures can improve the effectiveness of investigative journalism in Nigeria?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Better funding for investigative journalism
	42
	42

	Legal protection for journalists
	44
	44

	Stronger partnerships with civil society 
	14
	14

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 42% of respondents choose better funding for investigative journalism agree, 44% chose Legal protection for journalists, 14% choose Stronger partnership with civil society
SECTION C
TABLE 4.16: Investigative journalism plays a vital role in uncovering corrupt practices in Nigeria
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	33
	33

	Agree 
	44
	44

	Neutral 
	14
	14

	Disagree 
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 33% of respondents choose strongly agree, 44% chose Agree, 14% choose Neutral, 7% choose Disagree while remaining 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.17: Nigerian journalists have sufficient freedom to investigate and report corruption.
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	35
	35

	Agree 
	40
	40

	Neutral 
	14
	14

	Disagree 
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	4
	4

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 35% of respondents choose strongly agree, 40% chose Agree, 14% choose Neutral, 7% choose Disagree while remaining 4% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.18: Media exposure of corruption cases often leads to government action or prosecution.
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	28
	28

	Agree 
	49
	49

	Neutral 
	14
	14

	Disagree 
	6
	6

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 28% of respondents choose strongly agree, 49% chose Agree, 14% choose Neutral, 6% choose Disagree while remaining 3% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.19: Fear of harassment or threats discourages journalists from investigating corruption.
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	30
	30

	Agree 
	47
	47

	Neutral 
	12
	12

	Disagree 
	9
	9

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 30% of respondents choose strongly agree, 47% chose Agree, 12% choose Neutral, 9% choose Disagree while remaining 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree.

TABLE 4.20: Investigative journalism helps increase public awareness about corruption issues.
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	33
	33

	Agree 
	44
	44

	Neutral 
	14
	14

	Disagree 
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 33% of respondents choose strongly agree, 44% chose Agree, 14% choose Neutral, 7% choose Disagree while remaining 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
4.3	Discussion of Findings
The findings from this study underscore that investigative journalism plays a pivotal role in fostering transparency and accountability in Nigeria. By uncovering and publicizing acts of corruption, investigative journalists contribute to holding public officials and institutions accountable. Respondents and content analyses confirm that high-profile corruption scandals—such as those exposed by journalists from Premium Times, Sahara Reporters, and The Cable—have brought national attention to otherwise hidden acts of embezzlement, abuse of office, and financial misappropriation. These exposures have pressured government agencies to respond, either by launching investigations or instituting reforms.
The study’s findings indicate a growing public awareness and appreciation of investigative journalism in Nigeria. Survey responses show that a majority of Nigerians rely on investigative reports to learn about corruption and misgovernance. Furthermore, the exposure of corruption through the media often fuels public protests, legal reforms, and in some cases, international sanctions. However, public skepticism remains due to the frequent lack of follow-through by authorities after corruption is exposed. Many corruption cases remain unresolved, and culprits go unpunished, leading to a perceived culture of impunity.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
SUMMARY
Investigative journalism plays a crucial role in democratic societies, serving as a watchdog that holds individuals, corporations, and governments accountable. In Nigeria, a country plagued by systemic corruption across various levels of government and institutions, investigative journalism has emerged as a vital force in the battle against corruption.
Nigeria ranks low on global corruption perception indices, with public office abuse, embezzlement of public funds, electoral fraud, and contract inflation being common occurrences. In response, investigative journalists have risen to expose these practices, often at great personal risk. Notable figures such as Dele Giwa, Premium Times reporters, Fisayo Soyombo, and the team at the International Centre for Investigative Reporting (ICIR) have consistently uncovered corrupt practices in government institutions, the police force, health systems, education sector, and the judiciary.
These investigative efforts have led to public outcry, policy reviews, government investigations, and, in some cases, legal actions against perpetrators. Landmark reports like the Undercover in Nigeria's Prisons by Fisayo Soyombo and the West African Leaks by Premium Times demonstrate the potential of investigative journalism in exposing the hidden layers of corruption that often go unnoticed.
However, the effectiveness of investigative journalism is hindered by several challenges: threats to journalists’ safety, political interference, lack of funding, weak legal protection, and limited public interest or follow-up action by authorities. Despite these, investigative journalists remain resilient, leveraging digital tools, collaborations with international media bodies, and support from non-governmental organizations to continue their work.
The media also faces challenges with freedom of the press, censorship, and restrictive laws like the Cybercrime Act and the Nigerian Broadcasting Code, which sometimes stifle journalistic expression. Nonetheless, with the rise of social media and citizen journalism, information dissemination has become more decentralized, allowing investigative content to reach broader audiences and provoke public discourse.
5.2	CONCLUSION
In conclusion, investigative journalism in Nigeria is an indispensable tool in the fight against corruption. It serves as a mirror to the nation, revealing the ills of governance, the decay in public institutions, and the betrayal of public trust by elected and appointed officials. While it does not in itself eliminate corruption, investigative journalism triggers societal awareness, demands accountability, and often prompts institutional reforms.
Its impact is evident in several high-profile cases where corrupt practices were exposed and acted upon. It has helped shape public opinion, mobilize civic engagement, and put pressure on government institutions to act with transparency. Despite its challenges, the courage, innovation, and tenacity of Nigerian investigative journalists continue to make a difference in uncovering corruption and promoting integrity.
For investigative journalism to be more impactful, it must be supported by strong legal frameworks, media ownership independence, adequate funding, and security for journalists. In a democratic society like Nigeria, where corruption remains one of the most pressing threats to development and social equity, empowering investigative journalism is not just desirable—it is necessary.
5.3	RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Strengthen Legal Protections for Journalists:
· Enact and enforce laws that protect journalists from harassment, imprisonment, and physical harm.
· Review existing laws such as the Cybercrime Act to prevent misuse against press freedom.
2. Enhance Funding and Resources for Investigative Journalism:
· Provide grants and independent funding sources to support in-depth investigations.
· Encourage partnerships with international organizations, NGOs, and donor agencies focused on transparency and anti-corruption.
3. Promote Media Freedom and Independence:
· Ensure that media houses operate free from government control or political interference.
· Encourage private and community-owned media platforms to promote diverse voices and reduce monopoly of state narratives.
4. Train and Empower Journalists:
· Organize regular training and capacity-building workshops on investigative techniques, digital security, and ethical reporting.
· Incorporate investigative journalism as a core subject in journalism and mass communication curricula.
5. Leverage Technology and Data Journalism:
· Use digital tools and data analytics to trace financial fraud, track public expenditure, and analyze governance patterns.
· Encourage open data policies by the government to aid transparency and facilitate public access to information.
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