Role of radio in the prevention of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin, Kwara State


By

ZAKARIYAHU SOFAU OMOTUNRAYO
HND/23/MAC/FT/0769


BEING A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED TOTHE DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION, INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY, KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN.

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND)
 IN MASS COMMUNICATION
JULY, 2025






CERTIFICATION
This research has been examined and approved as meeting part of the requirements of the Department of Mass Communication, Institute of Information and Communication Technology, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin, in partial fulfillment for the award of Higher National Diploma (HND) in Mass Communication. 


________________________			             ______________________                   
MrS OPALEKE G.T						           DATE
(Project supervisor)


________________________				________________________
  MR. OLUFADI, B. A.						 DATE
(Project Coordinator)


________________________				________________________
  MR. OLOHUGBEBE, F.T.  						DATE
  (Head of Department) 


________________________				________________________
EXTERNAL SUPERVISOR 						DATE



DEDICATION 
All Thanks to God Almighty, the Alpha and Omega of things, the giver of knowledge and to my late father.






















ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
First and foremost, I thank Almighty God for his immeasurable love and kindness in n life and for granting me knowledge, wisdom and understanding including health experience the completion of this project.
My unreserved gratitude goes to my able unforgettable experienced and knowledgeable supervisor Mrs Opaleke G.T for her personal interest, advises, suggestion and for sparing her time to go through this work and making necessary corrections, may God almighty with his unlimited blessing reward her abundantly.
I am indebtedness to my Head of Department (H.O.D),Mr Olorungbebe F.T and other lecturers in the department for their guidance, direction and particularly their patience during the course of this research work.
Furthermore, thanks to dearest,caring, wonderful and loving mother Mr/mrs Zakariyahu nd  for the financial, moral and spiritual support given to me through the course of my programme in the school, May God Almighty be with them together for me (Amen)
My appreciation also goes to my dearest sister, shukurat and my dear brother funsho  for all their support, advices and suggestions throughout this program I pray may God bless you all.
Lastly, I want to appreciate all my friends for their support towards the success of my project. May Almighty God bless you Amen.
















ABSTRACT
This study investigates the role of radio in the prevention of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin, Kwara State. The research aims to determine how radio programs contribute to raising awareness, influencing attitudes, and promoting behavior change among students regarding drug abuse. A quantitative descriptive survey design was adopted, with data collected from 100 purposively selected students using structured questionnaires. The findings revealed that a significant number of students were exposed to drug abuse prevention messages via radio, which contributed positively to their knowledge, perception, and avoidance of drug-related behaviors. However, the study also highlighted limitations such as low interest in radio among some students and the presence of irrelevant content. The research concludes that while radio remains a vital tool for public health communication, its effectiveness can be enhanced through youth-oriented, localized, and interactive programming. Recommendations include improving content relevance, scheduling, and collaboration between schools, media professionals, and public health advocates.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1  Background of the Study
Communication has been integral to human society, tracing back to ancient forms such as wall inscriptions, and advancing to today’s scientific approaches that address various human pursuits in organized and purposeful ways. Mass communication encompasses both print and electronic/broadcast media, with this study focusing on radio as a primary channel. Radio serves as a powerful medium for economic development, reaching diverse audiences in both urban and rural areas (Atkin et al., 2020). Its accessibility, portability, and costeffectiveness, combined with vernacular broadcasting, make it highly adaptable and influential, reaching approximately 90% of the population. Given its widespread reach and affordability, radio is particularly wellsuited to addressing social issues, such as drug abuse, which threaten public health and societal wellbeing (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, 2022).
Radio’s unique attributes enable it to contribute significantly to various societal needs, including education, political engagement, and national security. Government agencies and private organizations alike recognize radio’s capacity to counteract social problems, including drug abuse. In Nigeria, drug abuse has become a pressing issue with farreaching health, social, and economic implications. Research indicates that a significant proportion of Nigerian youth, especially those between 18 and 28, have experimented with drugs, often resulting in severe mental health consequences (Anekwe, 2023). This drug epidemic erodes the future labor force, posing a substantial threat to the nation’s economic stability and growth.
Drug abuse in Nigeria is not confined to illicit drugs. It includes misuse of stimulants and other substances used to boost academic or professional performance, often to cope with pressures or social insecurities. This misuse spans various social demographics, including students who depend on stimulants for academic success, professionals relying on substances to manage work stress, and unemployed individuals using drugs to cope with personal challenges (World Health Organization, 2023). Consequently, drug abuse encompasses a broad range of substances and behaviors, affecting many facets of Nigerian society.
Historically, there have been various efforts to curb drug abuse through media campaigns. These campaigns, employing slogans like “Say No to Drugs” and “Drugs Kill,” have been aimed at raising awareness about the dangers of drug use. Broadcast media, particularly radio, has been instrumental in spreading these messages to large audiences. The impact of these campaigns has been further enhanced by integrating them with community programs and educational initiatives, demonstrating radio’s potential to shape attitudes and behaviors regarding health and lifestyle choices (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, 2022).
In addressing drug abuse in educational institutions, radio stands out as a medium with the ability to reach and influence both students and their communities. Through welldesigned, strategically evaluated media campaigns, radio can promote healthier, drugfree lifestyles. This study will explore the role of radio in preventing drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin, Kwara State.
1.2 Statement of the Problem 
Drug abuse presents a significant public health and social challenge, with detrimental effects on individuals, families, and society at large. Among youths, drug abuse leads to a host of issues, including health complications, social dysfunction, and academic decline, which are often exacerbated in educational environments (UdeAkpeh, 2017). In the context of Kwara State Polytechnic and neighboring schools such as Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin, Kwara State, there is an observable concern over the rising cases of substance abuse among students. Despite ongoing interventions from various stakeholders, such as religious organizations, nongovernmental bodies, and the media, drug abuse continues to affect young people, leading to behavioral problems, crime, and an overall degradation in educational performance (Nwokoji & Okafor, 2022).
The role of the media, especially radio, is critical in combating drug abuse by disseminating preventive information and creating awareness. Radio’s accessibility and wide reach make it a suitable platform for delivering consistent messages to youth populations. However, questions remain regarding the effectiveness of radio programs in fostering behavior change among students and reducing the prevalence of drug abuse within the educational setting (Adesina, 2023; Nwokoji & Okafor, 2022). This study, therefore, seeks to assess the impact of radio on the prevention of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School, aiming to understand whether radio campaigns have contributed meaningfully to drug abuse prevention within these schools.
1.3  Research Objectives 
i. To identify the radio stations in Kwara State that create awareness about drug abuse prevention in Ilorin.
ii. To assess the extent to which the campaigns by these radio stations influence students’ attitudes and behaviors toward drug abuse in Ilorin East Local Government.
iii. To evaluate the effectiveness of radio station programs in reducing the rate of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School.
1.4 Research Questions 
i. Which radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention in Ilorin?
ii. To what extent do campaigns by these radio stations influence students’ attitudes and behaviors toward drug abuse in Ilorin East Local Government?
iii. Has the radio station program been effective in reducing the rate of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School?
1.5 Significance of the Study
The significance of this study is profound, particularly in the context of the ongoing battle against drug abuse, which has plagued society for many years. The widespread attention this issue has received in the media, alongside significant government expenditure on rehabilitation programs, underscores its severity. This research aims to contribute to the broader discourse on drug abuse prevention by highlighting the role of the media, specifically radio, in combating this societal ill. By alerting the public to the detrimental effects of drug abuse on individuals and communities, this study seeks to raise awareness and encourage more effective media strategies in addressing the problem. Additionally, it will demonstrate how a healthy citizenry, free from the grip of drug abuse, can foster a more productive workforce, ultimately contributing to the economic development of the nation. The study will also shed light on the role of the mass media, particularly radio, in disseminating information and educating the public about the dangers of drug abuse, serving as an important ally in the fight against this growing concern. Through this research, it is hoped that more attention will be given to strengthening media campaigns that support the prevention of drug abuse, ensuring a healthier, more informed society.
1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study 
This study is confined to the students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government Area, Ilorin, Kwara State. Specifically, the research will focus on students in their final classes, as this group is likely to have a clearer understanding of the role of media in influencing their behavior and attitudes toward drug abuse. Although the study will target these specific schools, the findings are expected to be generalizable to all students within these two institutions. The research will examine how radio programs targeting drug abuse prevention are perceived by these students, and the extent to which such media interventions influence their awareness and behavior.
Limitations of the Study 
Every research must have limitations; however, the following are the major limitations facing this research:
I	Financial Constraints: Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internets and questionnaire). 
Ii	Time constraints: The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
1.7 Definition of Key Terms 
i. Radio: A mass communication medium that transmits audio content, such as news, music, and talk shows, through electromagnetic waves.
ii. Prevention: Actions or strategies aimed at stopping or reducing the occurrence of a particular problem, such as drug abuse.
iii. Drug Abuse: The harmful or excessive use of drugs or substances, leading to negative consequences like addiction or health issues.
iv. Students: Individuals enrolled in educational institutions, such as schools or universities, for learning purposes.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter present review of relevant literature regarding the role of radio in the prevention of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School. In this chapter, the concept of radio, the forms of  radio , the types or radio ownership, overview on family planning and so on is been touched in order to simplify this study.
2.1. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
2.1.1. Concept of Radio 
Radio can be defined as a medium used for sending and receiving messages through the air using electronic waves. It is also about the activity of broadcasting programmes for people to listen to the programmes being broadcast (Idebi, 2008:1). It can also be defined as the broadcasting of programmes for the public to listen to. It is the system of sending sound over a distance by transmitting electrical signals (BBC English Dictionary, 1992:946). Radio involves the process by which messages are sent through electrical waves. In other words, sound could be sent and received through these waves, (Sambe, 2008:75). 
Further, according to Idebi (2008:1) the word Radio is defined as the process of sending and receiving messages through the air, using electromagnetic waves. It is also about the activity of broadcasting programmes for people to listen to the programmes being broadcast. 
The history dates back to the 19th century when Samuel Morse invented the electric telegraph. Later Gugielmo Marconi built the first radio factory in Britain and worked on this invention to produce electromagnetic impulses, which could be sent through the air without wires, making it possible for the human voice to be transmitted over long distances. This technique was successfully used and signals were transmitted from England to America in 1866. 
In 1888, Heinrich Hertz, a German working on the electromagnetic theory propounded earlier on by a British scientist, James Clark Maxwell, produced the first radio waves. Marconi, working tirelessly on Hertz s findings, succeeded in inventing what was called radio telephony or the telegraph in Italy in 1895. By 1898, military formations in America began to manufacture transmitters for broadcasting and communication generally.
There are certain features that radio stations cannot be divorced from. According to Sambe (2008:5) they include the following: 
1. Radio reports what is happening now or what has just happened as current. 
2. It is always in search of new ideas and creativity because it has the ability to consume programme materials. 
3. Radio signals are received in many places within the primary service and bordering areas at the same time, thus it overcomes air and other barriers. 
4. Radio broadcasting is prone to interference from weather, local thunderstorms etc. 
5. It is flexible in pre-erupting the schedule programmes and has freedom of time. 
6. It is very effective in mobilising people; hence it bypasses illiteracy and appeals to the individual person
2.1.2   Brief History of Radio Development in Nigeria
The growth of radio in Nigeria has been a slow but interesting process. Radio was introduced in Nigeria as a wired system called radio distribution or radio re-diffusion by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). In this process, wires were connected to loudspeakers installed in houses of subscribers. The wireless system was introduced by the BBC in 1930.The wired broadcasting services were commissioned in Lagos on December 1, 1935, and two relayed stations were located at Ikoyi and the Glover Memorial Hall, Both in Lagos (Onabajo, 1992) cited in Omensea (2007).
The main duty of the relay was to carry BBC programmes, with just one hour available for local programmes featuring news, entertainment as well as local announcements. Other stations were later opened at Ibadan in 1939, Kano 1944, Kaduna, Enugu, Jos, Zaria, Abeokuta, Ijebu Ode, Port Harcourt and Calabar in the subsequent years. The colonial government then came up with a policy to carry out a survey on radio broadcasting in all the British colonies including Nigeria. A committee was set up headed By L. W. Turner of the BBC Engineering Department and F. A. W. Byron of the Telecommunications Department of the Crown Agents. The committee recommended a Wireless system of broadcasting for the colony of Nigeria.
According to Ladele (1979) cited in Sambe (2008, p. 83), “an old building on 32 Marina, close to the General Post Office, was renovated as temporary headquarters. In addition, the Kaduna and Enugu Radio Diffusion Services were restructured and converted to regional broadcasting houses. The Radio Diffusion Services (RDS) later became the Nigerian Broadcasting Service (NBS) and was basically concerned with satisfying the programme needs of its audience, with the traditional role of informing, educating and entertaining the audience members. The NBS put up a remarkable performance, especially during the visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Nigeria. The NBS upheld the role of impartiality; the colonial government on the other hand did not give all the Nigerian nationalists the opportunity to react to accusations leveled against them”.
As a result of this, the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) was established on April 1, 1957, to replace the NBS. The establishment of NBC marked the first public broadcasting corporation established in any British colonial territory. NBC took up the responsibilities of radio broadcast in Nigeria. The Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN) was established 1978. The Voice of Nigeria (VON) which served as the external service was established in 1990. But not satisfied with the new arrangements, the Western Regional Government established Its radio and television station in 1959. Eastern Nigeria followed suit in 1960 on the day Nigeria had its political independence from Britain. Northern Nigeria followed the same in 1962. Also, with the creation of more states, and each state wanting to propagate its people and culture, the place for radio broadcast began in Nigeria and has spread fast across the length and breadth of the Nigerian nation.
Today in Nigeria, each state owns and operates several radio stations (Akpede, Josef, Oladokun, Christine, and Chidinma, 2018). This is in addition to private radio stations. The communication of radio in Nigeria, according to Anifowose (2013, p. 19) “involves the process by which information and understanding are transferred from one person to another. He further posits that radio can be multi-faced as among other things, it can serve to pass messages, improve the capability of calling upon and organizing groups and organizations, enlarge the forum for social dialogue, provide effective capacity building of the society to raise awareness and knowledge on developmental issues, bring the people’s voice to the higher level of their political structure and mobilize members of a given society to tackle issues.
2.1.3. Ownership and Control of Radio 
There are two types of ownership and control of radio. These are: 
1. Government Ownership and Control: Here, the government establishes, runs and operates the station. This happens at federal, regional or state levels. If it were possible for local governments in Nigeria to operate and run a station, there is likely to be no difference. Government control usually is the responsibility of the Ministry of Information. Government finances the system, that is, it pays staff emoluments and censors the programme materials when necessary. The censorship is meant to arrest the situation whereby negative news will be broadcast against the government. 
2. Private Ownership and Control: Certain stations are owned by individuals and corporate organisations and institutions. Government can regulate the activities of such organisations to some extent as spelt out by the National Broadcasting Commission Act No. 35 of 1992, Subsection 9, Article 13. In such situations, the station generates its revenue by the sale of airtime, by carrying out advertisements, by endorsements or by getting donations from well-wishers.
2.1.4. Types of Radio Broadcasting
With the most recent generations having primarily grown up on FM radio, there is an abundance of people who don’t realise the vastness to radio broadcasting like AM, FM, Pirate Radio, Terrestrial digital Radio, and Satellite. Here is a brief overview of the differing types of radio broadcasting:
I. AM: AM (amplitude modulation) was the earliest form of radio broadcasting. This specific type of broadcasting got it’s name for how it emits radio waves by manipulating the amplitude of the signal in conjunction with the amplitude of the signal that is being transmitted. What is known as a ‘medium-wave band’ is what is used worldwide to deliver AM broadcasting across the globe, while other parts of the world (like Europe) also use ‘long-wave band’ broadcasting. A great advantage to AM radio is that is fairly simplistic and the sound that is emitted from this type of signal can be easily detected.
II. FM: FM radio (frequency modulation) was invented in the 1930s as a way to counter the interference issues with AM radio. FM radio stations happen on VHF (very high frequency) waves and are much more common thanks to better sound fidelity, which allowed stereo broadcasting to thrive on this specific type of broadcasting network. FM ranges are much shorter than AM ranges, despite the high frequency, meaning that the FM radio is much better for local radio stations. When this technology was originally developed, there wasn’t a specific threat to AM radio because FM radio required people to purchase a different type of receiver. It wasn’t until after World War II that there was a change in frequencies that allowed FM radio to be more accessible, thus toppling the popularity of AM radio.
III. Pirate Radio: This type of radio refers to ‘illegal’ or un-regulated radio transmission. Often, this sort of radio broadcasting is used for political reasons, for entertainment, or as an exchange of two-way radio. While the origins of pirate radio can be linked to a general unlicenced use, history suggests that there have been moments that ships out at sea have used this mode of communication (ie pirate) as a base for broadcasting. While rules and regulations depend on where a person is at in the world, this type of broadcasting normally refers to an FM, AM, or short wave signal transmission. Even more interesting is that the origin of the broadcast may be legal, but where the broadcast is received may be construed as illegal (ie if a broadcast goes across borders).
IV. Terrestrial Digital Radio: Digital radio surfaced in the mid 1990’s in Europe, making its debut in the UK in ‘95, in Germany in ’99 and eventually emerging in the United States, France, Netherlands, and South Africa shortly after. A simpler term to describe this type of radio is DAB Digital Radio (Digital Audio Broadcasting). Digital radio is still an evolving form of radio that has a strong foothold in Europe, but is still lacking in a lot of countries (specifically in the US).
V. Satellite Radio: As the name suggests, this is a radio broadcasting service that is produced via satellites. Satellite radios are able to broadcast to a very large geographical area compared to all of its counterparts and was developed to be used primarily in cars. Most often, satellite radio is only available through a subscription, meaning it isn’t a free service. An interesting note about satellite stations is that ground stations often send signals to satellites that are in turn projected back to radio receivers in both cars and homes. This particular signal not only has scrambled broadcasts, but also retains meta-data regarding particular broadcasts. These signals have to be sorted by radio receivers that display the information. This type of technology allows for a radio station to be heard nation and worldwide.
 2.1.5. Characteristics of Radio 
I. Radio makes pictures: Radio can create pictures in the mind once you hear  a radio commentary you could visualize or ‘see’ in your mind what was being described. You could actively ‘see’ pictures in your mind of the parade even as you listened to the sounds of bands playing patriotic tunes or the sounds of marching and commands. You use your power of imagination as you follow the running commentary.
II. The speed of radio : Radio is the fastest medium. It is instant. As things happen in a studio or outside, messages can be sent or broadcast. These messages can be picked up by anyone who has a radio set or receiver which is tuned into a radio station. If you have a television set and cable or satellite connection you may be using a remote to get your favourite channel. These days if you have a satellite connection, you can also receive radio signals of various AIR stations. Otherwise your normal radio set gives the meter or frequency on which various radio stations operate. You are tuned into that station and listen to news that happened a few minutes earlier. On the other hand, a newspaper gives you the previous days’ news. Of course television can also cover events instantly. But television is a more complex medium where you need light and cameras for any coverage.
III. Simplicity of radio: Compared to all other media, radio is simple to use. As mentioned in the previous sections, radio needs very simple technology and equipment. 
IV. Radio is inexpensive: As it is simple, it is also a cheaper medium. The cost of production is low and a small radio can be bought for as low a price that is very affordable by even a poor man.
V. Radio does not need electric power supply: You can listen to radio using dry battery cells even if you do not have electric power supply or a generator. So in a country like ours, where electricity has not reached everywhere, radio is a great blessing. 
VI. A radio receiver is portable: Don’t you move your radio set at home from the living room to the kitchen or as you go out some where? You can’t do that very easily with television. This facility of moving an object which is called ‘portability’ gives radio an advantage. These days if you have a car and a radio in it, you can listen to it as you drive or travel. Can you think of watching television, when you drive ? 
VII. One does not have to be literate to listen to radio: Unless you are literate, you can’t read a newspaper or read captions or text on television. But for listening to radio, you need not be literate at all. You can listen to programmes or news in any language on the radio. 
VIII. For a majority of Indians in the rural areas, radio is the only source of news and entertainment . Radio news can be heard anywhere using an inexpensive receiver. Even the most economically backward sections can afford to use the medium of radio. 
IX. Radio is the best medium of entertainment: It provide healthy entertainment to the listeners. There is plenty of music of different types available to people. The popular types of music are classical, light classical, light, devotional, folk and film music.
2.1.6. Limitations of Radio Broadcast 
So far, we have learnt about the main strengths of radio as a medium of mass communication. Now let us understand the limitations of radio. 
· A one chance medium : When you read a newspaper, you can keep it with you and read it again. You have the printed word there and unless the paper is destroyed it will remain with you. Suppose when you read a news item, you do not understand the meaning of certain words. You can refer to a dictionary or ask someone who knows to find out the meaning. Now think of radio. Suppose you are listening to a news bulletin in English and you hear words that you don’t understand. Can you refer to a dictionary or ask someone else for the meaning? If you stop to do that, you will miss the rest of the news. You have to understand what is being said on radio as you listen. You have only one chance to listen. What is said on radio does not exist any longer; unless you record it. The words have momentary life. After it is spoken, it disappears unlike a newspaper or a printed book. So that is one of the greatest limitations or weaknesses of radio . It’s momentary nature or to put it differently – radio is a one chance medium. A listener has just one chance to receive the message and understand it. 
· Radio has no visual images: Let us consider a news item on radio and the same item on television. For example, the news about the devastating cyclone Nargis that hit Myanmar in May 2008. Radio news talked about the intensity of the cyclone, the number of deaths, details about property destroyed etc. However in the case of television, it showed the actual cyclone hitting the country, visuals of properties destroyed, rescue operations and many more details which could be seen. Now compare the two. A natural disaster like a cyclone when seen on television is more effective than what you hear on radio. It is said that “a picture is worth a thousand words”. It is also said that ‘‘seeing is believing’’. So when you see something, it is more believable than what you hear. So having no visuals is a major limitation of radio. 
· Messages on radio are easily forgotten: The problem of not having visuals leads to another limitation of radio. What is seen is often remembered and may remain with us. For example if you have seen the fine visuals of something it will remain in your memory. But what you hear is normally forgotten fast. Probably you may remember what you have heard in a class room if you found it interesting. But can you recall all the head lines of a news bulletin you heard on radio? Normally, you don’t. So this is another limitation of radio. Messages heard on radio are easily forgotten. 
· Poor performance on the part of announcers : Presenters or participants in a radio programme can be so boring or uninteresting that it can result in listeners switching off their radio sets. So listeners’ interest depends on how information or messages are presented. 
· Radio broadcasts are of no use to people who have no sense of hearing, especially those with hearing disabilities.
2.1.7. The Power of Radio
Radio is very powerful because it reaches a huge audience quickly and because it allows the people in that huge audience to interact with one another more easily than television viewers or newspaper readers. 
There are different types of radio stations: community, commercial and public. They have different types of owners and audiences and different programming, but they share a common goal: to connect with the listener in a way that is immediate and relevant.
Radio is powerful because: 
A. It is immediate. News can be reported more quickly on radio than in newspapers or on television, because the technology is simpler. 
B. It is accessible. You can tune in to radio wherever you are. You can take a radio to the fields, or listen to it in a car. You can also do other things while you listen. 
C. It is inclusive. Radio can reach most people, including the poor, the marginalized and those who cannot read or write.
2.1.8 Concept of Drug Abuse 
Drug abuse refers to the harmful or hazardous use of psychoactive substances, including alcohol, prescription medications, and illegal drugs, which can lead to addiction, physical health problems, psychological issues, and impaired social functioning. The abuse of drugs can occur in different forms, such as excessive alcohol consumption, the misuse of prescription drugs, or the recreational use of illegal substances like heroin, cocaine, or marijuana. Drug abuse poses a significant public health issue globally, impacting individuals, families, and entire communities.
2.1.8.1 Types of Drugs Commonly Abused
1. Prescription Drugs: Prescription drug abuse has risen significantly in recent years, with substances such as opioids (e.g., oxycodone), benzodiazepines (e.g., Xanax), and stimulants (e.g., Adderall) being commonly misused. These drugs, when not taken according to a doctor’s instructions, can lead to addiction, overdose, and death.
2. Illegal Drugs: These include substances like cocaine, heroin, methamphetamines, and ecstasy. These drugs are illegal because they pose high risks of addiction, health complications, and social instability. Illegal drug abuse is often linked to criminal activity and social issues such as violence and trafficking.
3. Alcohol and Tobacco: While legal, alcohol and tobacco are among the most commonly abused substances. Both can lead to long-term health problems such as liver disease, lung cancer, and addiction, and contribute significantly to morbidity and mortality rates.
4. Cannabis: Often debated for its legal status in many countries, cannabis abuse is still a significant concern. Regular use, especially among adolescents, can lead to cognitive impairments, dependency, and mental health issues.
2.1.8.2 Causes of Drug Abuse
1. Psychological Factors: Many individuals turn to drugs as a form of self-medication to cope with stress, anxiety, depression, or trauma. Mental health issues are often a precursor to drug abuse, as individuals may use drugs to alleviate their emotional pain.
2. Environmental and Social Factors: Peer pressure, lack of social support, and exposure to drug-using behavior in the home or community can encourage drug experimentation and abuse. For example, teenagers or young adults are particularly vulnerable to peer influences.
3. Genetic Predisposition: Research has shown that genetics can play a role in addiction. Family history of substance abuse or mental health disorders may increase the likelihood that an individual will struggle with drug abuse.
4. Cultural and Socioeconomic Factors: In some societies, drug abuse is normalized or glamorized, especially through media and entertainment. Additionally, poverty, unemployment, and lack of education are strongly correlated with higher rates of substance abuse, as individuals may resort to drugs as a coping mechanism for their socio-economic challenges.
2.1.8.3 Effects of Drug Abuse
1. Physical Health Effects: Drug abuse can lead to numerous health complications, depending on the substance used. For example, opioids can lead to respiratory depression and overdose, alcohol can cause liver cirrhosis and heart disease, and stimulants like cocaine can damage the heart and brain. Over time, prolonged drug use can result in chronic conditions or organ failure.
2. Mental Health Effects: Drug abuse often leads to psychological issues, including depression, anxiety, paranoia, and psychosis. Certain drugs, such as methamphetamine and hallucinogens, can trigger severe mental health disorders or exacerbate existing conditions.
3. Social Effects: Drug abuse often leads to social isolation, broken relationships, loss of employment, and involvement in criminal activities. The societal impact of drug abuse is profound, as it can lead to higher crime rates, family breakdown, and increased burden on healthcare systems.
4. Economic Impact: The economic cost of drug abuse includes healthcare costs, loss of productivity, law enforcement expenses, and rehabilitation programs. Countries that experience high rates of drug abuse often face significant economic challenges due to the strain on public health systems, labor force participation, and social services.
2.1.8.4 Signs and Symptoms of Drug Abuse
1. Behavioral Signs: Individuals who abuse drugs often exhibit erratic behavior, mood swings, and a lack of motivation. They may also show a sudden disregard for personal appearance and hygiene.
2. Physical Signs: Depending on the drug used, there may be noticeable physical signs, such as weight loss, dilated pupils, bloodshot eyes, frequent nosebleeds (for snorted drugs), or track marks (for intravenous drug users).
3. Social Signs: Social withdrawal, neglecting responsibilities, and a decrease in academic or work performance are common signs of drug abuse. A person may also begin associating with a different group of friends who encourage drug use.
2.1.8.5 Treatment and Rehabilitation of Drug Abuse
1. Detoxification: The first step in treatment for drug addiction is detoxification, where the body clears the drugs from its system. This process can be dangerous, depending on the substance, and may require medical supervision.
2. Therapeutic Interventions: Behavioral therapies, including Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and contingency management, are commonly used in treating drug addiction. These therapies help individuals recognize the triggers of their substance use and develop strategies to avoid relapse.
3. Support Groups and Counseling: Support groups, such as Narcotics Anonymous (NA) or Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), are often an integral part of recovery. Group therapy provides a safe space for individuals to share their experiences and receive encouragement.
4. Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT): For some substances, such as opioids, medication-assisted treatment (MAT) can be an effective way to reduce cravings and prevent relapse. Methadone and buprenorphine are commonly used to treat opioid addiction.
5. Rehabilitation Centers: Inpatient rehabilitation programs provide structured support and treatment in a residential setting. These programs often last for weeks or months and are designed to provide individuals with the tools they need to overcome addiction.
2.1.8.6 Prevention of Drug Abuse
1. Education and Awareness: Prevention programs in schools and communities can raise awareness about the risks of drug abuse. Providing education about the dangers of substance use, healthy coping mechanisms, and the impact of addiction can help prevent drug abuse before it starts.
2. Community-Based Programs: Local communities can support drug abuse prevention by organizing programs that promote positive activities such as sports, arts, and volunteer work, offering an alternative to drug use.
3. Policy and Legislation: Governments can implement stricter regulations on the sale and use of drugs, such as limiting the availability of prescription medications or increasing penalties for drug trafficking and abuse.
4. Family Support: The role of family in prevention is crucial. Family-based prevention programs that promote healthy relationships, strong communication, and support systems are effective in reducing the likelihood of drug abuse.
2.1.9 The Role of Radio in Drug Abuse Awareness
Radio plays a vital role in spreading awareness about drug abuse by acting as a vehicle for education and engagement. According to a study by Brown and Vaughan (2014), one of the primary roles radio plays in drug abuse awareness is information dissemination. Radio allows the widespread broadcast of vital information about the harmful effects of drugs, ways to prevent abuse, and available treatment resources.
For instance, radio campaigns can feature compelling audio messages and statistics to illustrate the risks associated with drug abuse. Jingles, interviews, and public service announcements can effectively capture attention and generate interest. The wide reach and regular listenership of radio allow these messages to spread efficiently, influencing not only individuals who listen directly but also others through word-of-mouth and community discussion.
Personal testimonies shared through radio programs are also powerful tools in drug abuse awareness campaigns. Individuals who have experienced addiction or recovery often participate in radio interviews to share their personal stories. These testimonials can humanize the issue, making it more relatable and less stigmatized. Community-based radio stations and national broadcasts provide an avenue for such stories to be told and heard by a broad audience.
Moreover, radio is an essential tool in advocacy, as it allows organizations to raise awareness, promote community outreach events, and encourage public involvement in drug abuse prevention programs. By harnessing the influence of radio, campaigns can build momentum and mobilize listeners to take meaningful action.
2.1.10 Effectiveness of Radio in Creating Awareness on Drug Abuse
The effectiveness of radio in raising awareness about drug abuse can be measured by its ability to engage and educate the public. Studies have shown that radio campaigns focused on health-related issues, including drug abuse, can significantly impact attitudes and behaviors. A study by Sadeghi et al. (2017) found that campaigns incorporating engaging audio elements like storytelling, dramatizations, and interactive phone-in segments had higher listener retention compared to plain news reports.
Dramatized programs or audio documentaries are particularly effective in conveying messages about the harmful effects of drug abuse, as they combine narrative and emotional storytelling elements that resonate with listeners. For example, drug abuse awareness programs that feature the stories of real individuals who have experienced addiction can evoke empathy and reflection, which are more likely to inspire behavioral change.
Another important aspect of radio’s effectiveness is its ability to sustain ongoing dialogue. Unlike one-time announcements, radio platforms often host interactive programs where listeners can call in, ask questions, or share their opinions. Such community engagement creates an informative environment where information can be clarified and reinforced over time. A campaign that includes audience participation, such as live discussions or expert interviews, can maintain public interest and deepen awareness well beyond the initial broadcast.
However, it is important to note that while radio can be highly effective in raising awareness, it is not always free from challenges. For example, misinformation or insensitive presentation of drug-related topics can mislead or alienate listeners. Poorly researched content or programs that unintentionally glamorize drug use can undermine the positive effects of awareness campaigns. Therefore, ensuring the accuracy and responsibility of the information shared on radio programs is critical to the success of awareness efforts.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
This study examines the role of radio in the prevention of drug abuse through the application of three theoretical perspectives: Uses and Gratification Theory, Social Cognitive Theory, and Framing Theory. These frameworks provide a comprehensive understanding of how radio programming influences awareness, attitudes, and preventive behaviors related to substance abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School.
2.2.1 Uses and Gratification Theory (UGT)
The Uses and Gratification Theory (UGT) posits that media audiences are active seekers of content to satisfy specific needs—such as information, personal identity, social interaction, and diversion—rather than passive recipients. Originally formulated by Blumler and Katz (1974), the theory emphasizes that individuals select media channels deliberately based on the gratifications they expect to obtain. When applied to this study, UGT helps explain why and how students tune into radio programs on drug abuse prevention:
· Information Needs: Students may listen to radio health shows, jingles, or public service announcements to learn about the dangers of drug abuse and available prevention strategies.
· Personal Identity Needs: Radio programs that celebrate drug-free lifestyles or feature testimonials from relatable role models can reinforce students’ self-concepts aligned with healthy choices.
· Social Interaction Needs: Call-in segments, listener feedback, and community discussions facilitated over the radio enable students to feel connected to a broader discourse on drug prevention.

· Diversion/Entertainment: Well-produced radio dramas or sketches with embedded anti-drug messages can attract attention and deliver preventive content in engaging ways.
The interactive features of radio—live discussions, listener call-ins, question-and-answer slots—allow students to negotiate meaning, clarify misconceptions, and actively participate, thereby reinforcing the gratifications they seek and deepening the preventive impact. 
2.2.2 Social Cognitive Theory (SCT)
Social Cognitive Theory, developed by Albert Bandura, underscores the role of observational learning, modeling, self-efficacy, and social reinforcement in behavior change. In the context of radio-based drug abuse prevention, students are influenced by what they hear and who is featured:
· Role Models and Modeling: Radio programs that feature respected community figures, recovered addicts, teachers, or peer advocates discussing their avoidance of drugs or recovery journeys serve as behavioral models. Hearing others’ success stories can encourage students to emulate drug-free behaviors.
· Self-efficacy: Radio segments that provide clear guidance, coping strategies, and affirmations can boost students’ belief in their own capacity to resist peer pressure or substance temptation.
· Reinforcement: Positive reinforcement through recognition of drug-free achievements on radio (e.g., shout-outs, success stories) fosters a supportive normative environment.
· Peer Influence: Radio-facilitated group campaigns or school-radio partnerships can create a collective sense of accountability; peers promoting drug-free norms over the airwaves enhance the credibility and diffusion of preventive messages.
The narrative power of radio—through storytelling, drama, or interviews—engages both emotion and cognition, making the observational learning mechanism of SCT effective in shaping preventive attitudes and behaviors. 
2.2.3 Framing Theory
Framing Theory, as elaborated by Erving Goffman and Robert Entman, examines how media organizes reality by selecting and emphasizing certain aspects of an issue, thereby shaping audience interpretation and response. When applied to radio prevention campaigns, framing determines whether drug abuse is seen as a solvable community health problem, a moral failure, or a youth lifestyle trend:
· Positive Frames: Radio content that frames drug abuse prevention as empowering (e.g., success stories, support availability, community solidarity) encourages proactive attitudes. Campaigns that highlight recovery, resilience, and the benefits of staying drug-free help students perceive avoidance as attainable and socially valued.

· Negative Frames: If radio depictions overemphasize punishment or stigmatize users without offering constructive alternatives, students may internalize fear or fatalism rather than engage in prevention.
· Diagnostic and Prognostic Framing: Effective radio programs define the problem (drug abuse among students), attribute causes (peer pressure, lack of awareness), and offer solutions (school-based support, hotlines, mentorship). The selection of these frames influences whether audiences feel responsibility and hope.
· Moral Evaluation: Framing drug abuse as a public health issue rather than purely a criminal one on radio can shift public sympathy toward rehabilitation and support, which encourages students to seek help and avoid risky behaviors.
By analyzing how radio messages are constructed—the language, emphasis, silhouettes of protagonists, and implied solutions—this study uncovers how framing on radio either facilitates or hinders drug abuse prevention among the target student population. 
2.3 Empirical Review
Several empirical studies have investigated the effectiveness of radio in drug abuse awareness and prevention, particularly within Nigerian and comparable contexts. These findings support the relevance and potential impact of radio-based interventions for students at Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School.
A study on Radio Nigeria, Enugu found that its campaign programming significantly contributed to combating drug abuse among university students, with respondents indicating positive influences from its awareness efforts. The research recommended sustained radio campaigns as a key preventive strategy. 
The ABS Radio Programme “NDLEA and You” was evaluated for its effectiveness in creating awareness about drug abuse and related crimes among Awka residents; results showed that radio programming was instrumental in educating the public and shaping perceptions about drug-related issues. 
In Owerri Municipal, the effectiveness of drug abuse awareness messages aired on Bizzibodi and Darling radio stations was assessed. The study, using UGT and related theoretical lenses, reported that listeners perceived radio messages as educative and motivating, with high mean scores indicating increased willingness to abstain from drug use after exposure. 
A broader assessment of broadcast media campaigns against drug abuse in Nigeria highlighted that radio, as part of broadcast media, plays a crucial role in influencing youth drug-related behaviors. The study emphasized messaging strategy and the importance of framing in determining campaign success. 
Additional case studies and project reports on radio’s role in combating drug abuse among students reinforce that strategic radio messaging raises awareness, dispels myths, and fosters community discourse, making radio a viable and accessible medium in academic environments. 


These empirical insights suggest that well-designed radio interventions—framed positively, modeled through credible voices, and aligned with students’ needs—can be effective in preventing drug abuse among secondary school students in Ilorin. This justifies adapting similar strategies for Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School, potentially through school-radio partnerships, student call-in programs, and localized preventive jingles or dramas.





















CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter discusses the methodology adopted in investigating The Role of Radio in the Prevention of Drug Abuse Among Students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School. It outlines the research design, method, population, sample size and sampling technique, research instrument, as well as the procedures for establishing validity and reliability. It also explains how data will be collected and analyzed.
3.1 Research Design
This study employs a quantitative research design. The purpose is to generate statistical data to assess how radio programming contributes to raising awareness and preventing drug abuse among secondary school students. This design supports the use of structured instruments (questionnaires) to gather data that can be objectively analyzed.
3.2 Research Method
The descriptive survey method is used in this research. This method is appropriate as it allows the researcher to collect data systematically from a defined population to describe their perceptions and behaviors related to radio exposure and drug abuse prevention. It helps identify trends and patterns in the students' attitudes and experiences.
3.3 Population of the Study
Ravikiran (2023) defines population as the entire group about whom the researcher seeks to draw conclusions. The population for this study includes senior secondary school students at Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin. These students are selected because they are within the age group that is vulnerable to drug abuse and are part of the primary audience for radio campaigns targeting behavioral change.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Technique
Omni Convert (2020) describes sample size as the number of individuals included in a study. A total of 100 students will serve as the sample size for this study. The sampling technique employed is purposive sampling, which allows the selection of respondents who are known to have been exposed to or influenced by radio programs addressing drug abuse prevention. This ensures that only those who can provide relevant data are included.
3.5 Research Instrument
A structured questionnaire will be used as the main research instrument. According to Hassan (2022), a questionnaire is a tool designed to gather specific information from respondents. It will be distributed both physically and online to reach students conveniently. The questionnaire is divided into two sections:
Section A: Demographic details such as age, gender, school, and radio listening habits.
Section B: Questions evaluating the effectiveness of radio programs in creating awareness and preventing drug abuse, including students’ opinions, frequency of exposure, and response to radio messages.
A Likert scale will be used in some parts of the questionnaire to assess the degree of agreement with statements on radio effectiveness.
3.6 Validity of the Research Instrument
Patino and Ferreira (2018) define validity as the extent to which a research instrument measures what it is intended to measure. To ensure content validity, the questionnaire will be reviewed by a project supervisor and other experts in media studies, public health, and education. Their feedback will help determine whether the questions effectively assess the influence of radio programs on drug prevention awareness among students.
3.7 Reliability of the Research Instrument
According to Mcleod (2023), reliability refers to the consistency of a research instrument over time. The test-retest method will be used to determine reliability. A pilot study involving 20 students (not part of the final sample) will be conducted by administering the same questionnaire at two different times. Responses will be compared, and a Cronbach Alpha coefficient will be calculated. A value of 0.7 or above will indicate that the instrument has acceptable internal consistency.
3.8 Method of Administration of the Research Instrument
The questionnaire will be administered in two ways:
Physical Distribution – Direct distribution within the schools during break periods or after classes to ensure participation.
Online Distribution – For students who have access to mobile phones and internet, a Google Form link will be shared through school group chats or WhatsApp platforms.
This dual approach will help ensure high response rates and a diverse representation of students.
3.9 Method of Data Analysis
The collected data will be analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) Version 23. The following statistical methods will be employed:
Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, and means to summarize demographic characteristics and students’ exposure to radio content.
Inferential statistics such as Chi-square tests or correlation analysis to examine the relationship between radio listenership and students' awareness or behavior toward drug abuse.
The results will be presented using tables, charts, and graphs for clarity and ease of 

























CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
4.0. Introduction
This chapter presents and analyzes data collected from 100 respondents from Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Moro Local Government, Ilorin, to examine the role of radio in preventing drug abuse among students. The study explores awareness of radio programs, their effectiveness in shaping attitudes, and their influence on behavior. Data is organized in simple percentage tables to support statistical conclusions. The analysis aligns with the questionnaire items, providing insights into radio’s impact on drug abuse prevention in the specified schools.
4.1. Analysis of Research Instrument
Data presentation organizes raw data into tables to highlight relationships between variables and support decisionmaking. In this study, 100 questionnaires were distributed to students, all of which were returned and analyzed, yielding a 100% response rate. No questionnaires were discarded, ensuring a robust dataset. The data is presented using frequency distributions and percentages, with descriptive analysis techniques applied to interpret each table.
DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
	Description
	Value

	Respondents
	100

	Number of questionnaires distributed
	100

	Number of questionnaires returned
	100

	Number of questionnaires discarded
	Nil

	Number of questionnaires presented and analyzed
	100

	Number of questionnaires not returned
	Nil


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that a total of 100 questionnaires were distributed to respondents, and all were returned, achieving a 100% response rate. None were discarded, and all 100 were analyzed, ensuring full participation and a complete dataset for the study.
4.2. Analysis of Questionnaire
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA
QUESTION1:Age of Respondent 
TABLE 1 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	13–15
	40
	40

	16–18
	45
	45

	19–21
	10
	10

	22 and above
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source:FieldWork, 2025
The table above shows that 45% of respondents are aged 16–18, followed by 40% aged 13–15, 10% aged 19–21, and 5% aged 22 and above, indicating a predominantly younger adolescent sample relevant to drug abuse prevention studies.
QUESTION 2: Gender of Respondent
TABLE 2 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	55
	55

	Female
	45
	45

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 55% of respondents are male and 45% are female, reflecting a slightly higher male representation in the sample.
QUESTION 3: School of Respondent
TABLE 3 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Kwara State Poly. Senior Sec. School
	60
	60

	Eleko Yangan Junior Sec. School
	40
	40

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 60% of respondents attend Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School, while 40% attend Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School, indicating a balanced representation from both schools.
QUESTION 4: Religion of Respondent
TABLE 4 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Islam
	65
	65

	Christianity
	35
	35

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 65% of respondents are Muslim, and 35% are Christian, reflecting the religious composition of Moro Local Government, relevant to cultural influences on drug abuse prevention.
QUESTION 5: Respondent Area of ResidenceTABLE 5 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	School gate
	15
	15

	Yakuba
	25
	25

	Eleko
	20
	20

	Agbede
	20
	20

	Ara
	10
	10

	Akuo
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 25% of respondents reside in Yakuba, 20% each in Eleko and Agbede, 15% in School gate, and 10% each in Ara and Akuo, indicating a diverse residential distribution.
SECTION B: QUESTIONS ON RADIO PROGRAMMES
QUESTION 6: Do you think radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention?
TABLE 6 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	70
	70

	No
	30
	30

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 70% of respondents believe radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention, while 30% do not, suggesting a majority perceive radio as an awareness tool.
QUESTION 7: Have you ever heard a radio program or campaign about preventing drug abuse?
TABLE 7 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	60
	60

	No
	40
	40

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 60% of respondents have heard a radio program or campaign about preventing drug abuse, while 40% have not, indicating moderate exposure to such programs.
QUESTION 8: Can radio programs be an effective tool for preventing drug abuse among students?
 TABLE 8 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	65
	65

	No
	20
	20

	Not sure
	15
	15

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 65% of respondents believe radio programs can be effective in preventing drug abuse among students, 20% disagree, and 15% are not sure, suggesting a majority see radio as effective.
QUESTION 9: Which source influences your attitude towards avoiding drug abuse most on radio?
TABLE 9 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Health experts
	35
	35

	Program hosts
	20
	20

	Student testimonies
	25
	25

	Community leaders
	15
	15

	None
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 35% of respondents are most influenced by health experts on radio, followed by 25% by student testimonies, 20% by program hosts, 15% by community leaders, and 5% by none, indicating health experts as the most influential source.
QUESTION 10: Do you believe radio campaigns have changed students’ behaviors towards drug abuse?
TABLE 10 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	55
	55

	No
	45
	45

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 55% of respondents believe radio campaigns have changed students’ behaviors towards drug abuse, while 45% do not, indicating a slight majority perceive behavioral changes.
SECTION C: ANALYSIS OF OPINIONS
QUESTION 11: I have personally been influenced to avoid drug abuse by radio programs.
TABLE 11
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	15
	15

	Agree
	40
	40

	Neutral
	30
	30

	Disagree
	10
	10

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 15% strongly agree and 40% agree, totaling 55%, that they have been personally influenced to avoid drug abuse by radio programs. Thirty percent are neutral, 10% disagree, and 5% strongly disagree, indicating a majority report personal influence.
QUESTION 12: Radio campaigns promote positive attitudes towards avoiding drug abuse among students.
TABLE 12 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	20
	20

	Agree
	45
	45

	Neutral
	25
	25

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 20% strongly agree and 45% agree, totaling 65%, that radio campaigns promote positive attitudes towards avoiding drug abuse. Twentyfive percent are neutral, 8% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree, suggesting a majority perceive positive attitudinal impacts.
QUESTION 13: Exposure to irrelevant content on radio reduces its impact on drug abuse prevention.
TABLE 13 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	25
	25

	Agree
	40
	40

	Neutral
	20
	20

	Disagree
	12
	12

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 25% strongly agree and 40% agree, totaling 65%, that irrelevant content reduces radio’s impact on drug abuse prevention. Twenty percent are neutral, 12% disagree, and 3% strongly disagree, indicating a majority see irrelevant content as a barrier.
QUESTION 14: Students learn how to avoid drug abuse from radio programs.
TABLE 14 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	15
	15

	Agree
	45
	45

	Neutral
	25
	25

	Disagree
	12
	12

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 15% strongly agree and 45% agree, totaling 60%, that students learn how to avoid drug abuse from radio programs. Twentyfive percent are neutral, 12% disagree, and 3% strongly disagree, suggesting a majority believe radio is educational.
QUESTION 15: Radio stations in Kwara State have increased awareness about drug abuse prevention.
TABLE 15 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	20
	20

	Agree
	50
	50

	Neutral
	20
	20

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 20% strongly agree and 50% agree, totaling 70%, that radio stations in Kwara State have increased awareness about drug abuse prevention. Twenty percent are neutral, 8% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree, indicating strong awareness impact.
QUESTION 16: Radio programs can complement schoolbased drug abuse prevention efforts.
TABLE 16 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	25
	25

	Agree
	50
	50

	Neutral
	15
	15

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 25% strongly agree and 50% agree, totaling 75%, that radio programs can complement schoolbased drug abuse prevention efforts. Fifteen percent are neutral, 8% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree, suggesting a strong complementary role for radio.
QUESTION 17: Students adopt behaviors to avoid drug abuse due to radio campaigns.
TABLE 17 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	15
	15

	Agree
	40
	40

	Neutral
	30
	30

	Disagree
	12
	12

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 15% strongly agree and 40% agree, totaling 55%, that students adopt behaviors to avoid drug abuse due to radio campaigns. Thirty percent are neutral, 12% disagree, and 3% strongly disagree, indicating a majority perceive behavioral influence.
QUESTION 18: Radio content on drug abuse prevention should be regulated to improve its effectiveness.
TABLE 18 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	30
	30

	Agree
	45
	45

	Neutral
	15
	15

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 30% strongly agree and 45% agree, totaling 75%, that radio content on drug abuse prevention should be regulated. Fifteen percent are neutral, 8% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree, suggesting a strong call for regulation.
QUESTION 19: Radio is more influential than school or family in preventing drug abuse among students.
TABLE 19 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	10
	10

	Agree
	25
	25

	Neutral
	30
	30

	Disagree
	25
	25

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 10% strongly agree and 25% agree, totaling 35%, that radio is more influential than school or family in preventing drug abuse. Thirty percent are neutral, 25% disagree, and 10% strongly disagree, indicating mixed perceptions of radio’s relative influence.
QUESTION 20: Radio program hosts and guests shape students’ understanding of drug abuse risks.
TABLE 20 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	20
	20

	Agree
	45
	45

	Neutral
	25
	25

	Disagree
	8
	8

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The table above shows that 20% strongly agree and 45% agree, totaling 65%, that radio program hosts and guests shape students’ understanding of drug abuse risks. Twentyfive percent are neutral, 8% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree, suggesting a majority value hosts and guests.
4.3. Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1: Which radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention in Ilorin?
Tables 6, 7, and 15 provide insights into the role of radio stations in Kwara State in creating awareness about drug abuse prevention among students.
 Table 6 (Do you think radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention?) shows that 70% of respondents believe radio stations in Kwara State actively create awareness about drug abuse prevention, while 30% do not. This suggests that a significant majority of students recognize the efforts of local radio stations in addressing this issue.
 Table 7 (Have you ever heard a radio program or campaign about preventing drug abuse?) indicates that 60% of respondents have heard a radio program or campaign focused on drug abuse prevention, while 40% have not. This reflects moderate exposure to such programs, suggesting that while awareness campaigns exist, they may not reach all students equally.
 Table 15 (Radio stations in Kwara State have increased awareness about drug abuse prevention) reveals that 70% of respondents (20% strongly agree, 50% agree) affirm that radio stations have increased awareness about drug abuse prevention, with only 10% disagreeing. This reinforces the perception that radio stations play a significant role in raising awareness.
Research Question 2: To what extent do campaigns by these radio stations influence students’ attitudes and behaviors toward drug abuse in Ilorin East Local Government?
Tables 10, 11, 12, 17, and 20 provide data on the influence of radio campaigns on students’ attitudes and behaviors toward drug abuse.
 Table 10 (Do you believe radio campaigns have changed students’ behaviors towards drug abuse?) shows that 55% of respondents believe radio campaigns have changed students’ behaviors, while 45% do not. This indicates a slight majority perceive a behavioral impact, though opinions are divided.
 Table 11 (I have personally been influenced to avoid drug abuse by radio programs) reveals that 55% of respondents (15% strongly agree, 40% agree) report personal influence from radio programs to avoid drug abuse, while 30% are neutral and 15% disagree. This suggests a moderate personal impact on students’ attitudes.
 Table 12 (Radio campaigns promote positive attitudes towards avoiding drug abuse among students) indicates that 65% of respondents (20% strongly agree, 45% agree) believe radio campaigns foster positive attitudes, with only 10% disagreeing. This highlights a strong perception of attitudinal influence.
 Table 17 (Students adopt behaviors to avoid drug abuse due to radio campaigns) shows that 55% of respondents (15% strongly agree, 40% agree) believe students adopt behaviors to avoid drug abuse due to radio campaigns, while 30% are neutral and 15% disagree. This aligns with Table 10, reinforcing the perceived behavioral influence.
 Table 20 (Radio program hosts and guests shape students’ understanding of drug abuse risks) indicates that 65% of respondents (20% strongly agree, 45% agree) believe program hosts and guests shape students’ understanding of drug abuse risks, suggesting that credible voices enhance the impact of campaigns.

 Research Question 3: Has the radio station program been effective in reducing the rate of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School?
Tables 8, 14, 16, and 18 provide insights into the effectiveness of radio programs in reducing drug abuse among students.
 Table 8 (Can radio programs be an effective tool for preventing drug abuse among students?) shows that 65% of respondents believe radio programs can be effective, 20% disagree, and 15% are not sure. This indicates a strong perception of radio’s potential effectiveness.
 Table 14 (Students learn how to avoid drug abuse from radio programs) reveals that 60% of respondents (15% strongly agree, 45% agree) believe students learn how to avoid drug abuse from radio programs, with 25% neutral and 15% disagreeing. This suggests that radio serves as an educational tool for many students.
 Table 16 (Radio programs can complement schoolbased drug abuse prevention efforts) shows that 75% of respondents (25% strongly agree, 50% agree) believe radio programs can complement schoolbased efforts, with only 10% disagreeing. This highlights radio’s role as a supportive medium in broader prevention strategies.
 Table 18 (Radio content on drug abuse prevention should be regulated to improve its effectiveness) indicates that 75% of respondents (30% strongly agree, 45% agree) support regulation of radio content to enhance its effectiveness, suggesting that students see room for improvement in content quality and delivery.
 4.4. Discussion of Findings
This study examined the role of radio stations in Kwara State in creating awareness about drug abuse prevention, their influence on students’ attitudes and behaviors, and their effectiveness in reducing drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School in Ilorin East Local Government. The survey, conducted in 2025 with 100 respondents and a 100% response rate, provides a comprehensive dataset to address the research questions.
The demographic distribution reveals a predominantly young sample, with 85% of respondents aged 13–18 years (Table 1), reflecting the adolescent population most vulnerable to drug abuse. The gender balance is slightly maledominated, with 55% male and 45% female respondents (Table 2). The sample comprises 60% students from Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and 40% from Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School (Table 3), ensuring representation from both institutions. The religious composition (65% Muslim, 35% Christian, Table 4) and diverse residential areas (Table 5) indicate a culturally and geographically varied sample, which is relevant for understanding contextual influences on drug abuse prevention.
Regarding the first research question, the findings show that a significant majority of respondents (70%, Table 6) believe radio stations in Kwara State create awareness about drug abuse prevention, and 70% confirm that these stations have increased awareness (Table 15). However, only 60% have heard specific programs or campaigns on this topic (Table 7), suggesting that while radio stations are active in awareness creation, their reach may be limited. This aligns with the AgendaSetting Theory, which posits that media influences public priorities by emphasizing issues like drug abuse prevention. The gap in exposure (40% have not heard programs) may be attributed to factors such as limited access to radio devices, program scheduling, or lack of content tailored to younger audiences.
For the second research question, the study reveals that radio campaigns moderately to significantly influence students’ attitudes and behaviors toward drug abuse. A majority (65%, Table 12) agree that radio campaigns promote positive attitudes toward avoiding drug abuse, and 55% believe these campaigns have changed students’ behaviors (Table 10) and prompted them to adopt avoidance behaviors (Table 17). Additionally, 55% report personal influence from radio programs (Table 11), and 65% acknowledge that program hosts and guests shape their understanding of drug abuse risks (Table 20). The influence is driven by credible sources, with 35% citing health experts, 25% student testimonies, and 20% program hosts as the most influential (Table 9). This finding supports the Framing Theory, which suggests that the way media frames issues—through expert insights and relatable testimonies—shapes audience perceptions and decisions. However, the 45% who do not perceive behavioral changes (Table 10) and the 30% neutral responses (Table 11) indicate challenges, such as irrelevant content (65%, Table 13), which may reduce the impact of radio campaigns.
Addressing the third research question, the study finds that radio programs are perceived as effective by 65% of respondents (Table 8), with 60% agreeing that students learn how to avoid drug abuse from these programs (Table 14). Furthermore, 75% believe radio complements schoolbased prevention efforts (Table 16), highlighting its supportive role in broader strategies. The strong call for regulation of radio content (75%, Table 18) suggests that students see potential for improved effectiveness through better content quality and relevance. These findings align with the Uses and Gratification Theory, as students actively seek radio content that meets their informational needs about drug abuse prevention. However, challenges such as irrelevant content (65%, Table 13) and limited exposure (40%, Table 7) indicate areas for improvement. Additionally, only 35% believe radio is more influential than school or family (Table 19), suggesting that radio competes with other socialization agents in shaping students’ behaviors.
The study also Identifies key challenges affecting the effectiveness of radio programs. A significant proportion (65%, Table 13) agree that exposure to irrelevant content reduces radio’s impact on drug abuse prevention, indicating a need for more targeted and engaging programming. Additionally, 40% of respondents have not heard specific drug abuse prevention programs (Table 7), which may reflect issues such as poor signal quality, limited access to radio devices, or scheduling that does not align with students’ availability. These challenges highlight the need for radio stations to diversify content, improve technical quality, and ensure programs are accessible and relevant to young audiences.
Overall, the findings underscore the continued relevance of radio as a tool for drug abuse prevention among students in Ilorin East Local Government. The high awareness levels (70%, Table 15), positive attitudinal impact (65%, Table 12), and perceived effectiveness (65%, Table 8) demonstrate radio’s value in educating and influencing students. However, to enhance its impact, radio stations should address challenges by incorporating more studentoriented content, leveraging credible voices like health experts and student testimonies, and aligning program schedules with students’ routines. Collaboration with schools to integrate radio campaigns into prevention efforts (75%, Table 16) and regulating content for relevance and quality (75%, Table 18) are critical steps to strengthen radio’s role.
In conclusion, radio stations in Kwara State remain a vital medium for creating awareness about drug abuse prevention and influencing students’ attitudes and behaviors at Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School. Despite challenges such as irrelevant content and limited reach, radio’s accessibility, credibility, and educational potential make it a valuable tool in Nigeria’s media ecosystem. By adopting more interactive, diverse, and targeted programming, radio stations can further solidify their role in fostering informed and proactive student communities committed to avoiding drug abuse.











CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary
This study focused on the role of radio in the prevention of drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic Senior Secondary School and Eleko Yangan Junior Secondary School, located in Moro Local Government Area, Ilorin, Kwara State. The aim was to examine the extent to which radio programs influence the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of students regarding drug abuse.
To achieve this, a survey research design was adopted, and questionnaires were administered to a sample of students from both schools. The data collected were analyzed and presented using simple percentages and frequency tables.
The study revealed that a majority of students listen to the radio regularly and are exposed to various drug abuse prevention messages. These messages have contributed significantly to their awareness of the dangers associated with drug abuse. The students also acknowledged that the information received through radio programs had influenced their perceptions and discouraged them from engaging in drug-related activities.
However, the study also identified certain gaps. Some students reported low interest in radio or found the programs less engaging due to language barriers or lack of youth-oriented content. This suggests that while radio is effective, its impact can be enhanced through more targeted, localized, and youth-friendly programming.
Overall, the findings support the conclusion that radio remains a relevant and influential medium for public enlightenment, especially in educational and behavioral change campaigns among young people in the fight against drug abuse.
5.2 Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this study, it is evident that radio plays a significant role in the prevention of drug abuse among secondary school students in Moro Local Government, Ilorin. The high level of awareness among students about drug-related issues shows that radio messages are reaching the target audience. Students acknowledged that radio programs have increased their knowledge of the harmful effects of drugabuse, discouraged experimentation with drugs, and promoted healthier behaviors.
Radio, being accessible, affordable, and widespread, serves as a practical tool for mass communication, especially in rural and semi-urban communities where other forms of media may be less effective. The ability of radio to present educational content in local languages and in an engaging format makes it a powerful medium for behavior change communication. Furthermore, the use of interactive formats such as interviews, jingles, talk shows, and dramas enhances audience engagement and retention of messages.
However, the study also revealed that some students do not listen to radio frequently, and a few found the content of drug abuse programs less relatable. This indicates the need for more targeted and audience-centered programming. Collaboration between schools, parents, radio producers, and health professionals is crucial to ensure that the right messages are delivered in a manner that resonates with the students.
In conclusion, radio remains an essential tool in the fight against drug abuse among young people. When effectively utilized, it can complement school-based campaigns and serve as a continuous source of education and motivation for students to live drug-free lives. Stakeholders must therefore harness its full potential to sustain and expand drug abuse prevention efforts across secondary schools.
5.3 Recommendations
1. Radio stations should tailor drug prevention programs to reflect students’ interests and daily experiences.
2. Schools should collaborate with radio stations to promote programs and encourage students to listen.
3. Government and media regulators should ensure that all drug-related content broadcasted is accurate and suitable for youth.
4. Programs should be scheduled during times students are more likely to listen, such as after school hours.
5. Involving experts, reformed addicts, and students in program discussions can make the content more credible and relatable.
6. Feedback from student listeners should be collected regularly to improve program effectiveness.
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