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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
In the contemporary digital age, misinformation has become a pervasive global issue, severely affecting public trust in media, governance, and institutions. With the rise of social media and digital communication platforms, information spreads more rapidly and often without proper verification. This is particularly evident in Nigeria, where misinformation, disinformation, and fake news are widespread. The country’s media landscape, characterized by a blend of both traditional and digital media, has made it challenging to regulate the flow of false or misleading content. The rise of social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp has provided avenues for misinformation to thrive, often reaching large audiences within minutes (Olatunji & Ahmed, 2022). As a result, misinformation has begun to have serious implications for Nigeria’s political, social, and economic landscape. It has led to the disruption of public order, fuelled ethnic and religious conflicts, swayed election outcomes, and contributed to health crises, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Misinformation is defined as false or inaccurate information that is spread unintentionally, as opposed to disinformation, which is deliberately false information spread with the intent to deceive. Despite this distinction, the consequences of both are similar, as they can mislead the public and distort their understanding of crucial issues. The spread of misinformation in Nigeria has had far-reaching effects, including the intensification of religious tensions, the manipulation of voters during elections, and the diffusion of harmful health-related myths. A clear example of this is the spread of misinformation surrounding vaccine safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in vaccine hesitancy among segments of the population, delaying efforts to achieve herd immunity (Akinola, 2021). In the political sphere, misinformation about electoral processes and candidates has been rampant, contributing to voter manipulation and the erosion of trust in democratic institutions (Adeyemi & Ojo, 2022).
One of the primary responses to the growing problem of misinformation has been the establishment of fact-checking websites. These platforms are dedicated to identifying and verifying false claims that circulate in the public domain, aiming to provide the public with reliable and accurate information. In Nigeria, fact-checking organizations such as Dubawa, Africa Check, and FactCheck Nigeria have emerged as critical players in countering misinformation. These platforms investigate and debunk false claims made by public figures, on social media, and in news reports, offering evidence-based conclusions that help individuals make informed decisions. The effectiveness of these platforms is crucial in an era where traditional media no longer holds the monopoly on information dissemination, and social media platforms often function as primary news sources (Eze, 2023). During the 2023 general elections in Nigeria, Dubawa played a significant role in verifying claims about election fraud, helping to maintain transparency and reduce electoral violence (Olatunji & Ahmed, 2022).
The emergence of fact-checking platforms in Nigeria has come at a critical juncture, as public trust in traditional media has been increasingly undermined by concerns over bias, ownership influence, and political affiliations. According to Olatunji and Ahmed (2022), many Nigerians view mainstream media with skepticism, believing it to be politically biased or subject to external pressures. In this context, social media platforms have become a breeding ground for misinformation, often spreading false claims faster than traditional media can correct them. Fact-checking websites seek to fill this gap by offering impartial investigations and providing accurate information. However, their success in curbing misinformation depends on several factors, including the level of awareness of these platforms, media literacy, and the degree of trust the public places in them.
Ilorin West Metropolis, the focus of this study, has seen a dramatic rise in misinformation, particularly due to the growing use of social media. Despite the increasing availability of digital platforms, a large portion of the population remains unaware of the role fact-checking websites can play in verifying the accuracy of the information they encounter online. This challenge is further compounded by the digital divide that exists in Nigeria, which limits access to reliable internet services, especially in rural areas (Olatunji & Ahmed, 2022). Furthermore, social media platforms, which are often viewed as sources of immediate and unfiltered information, have become tools for the rapid dissemination of falsehoods. In Ilorin West, during the 2019 general elections, for instance, misinformation about candidates, voting processes, and election outcomes was widespread, influencing the perceptions and decisions of many residents (Eze, 2023). Similarly, the COVID-19 pandemic prompted a surge in false claims about the virus’s transmission, treatment, and prevention, which exacerbated the public health crisis and delayed efforts to combat the pandemic effectively (Akinola, 2021).
The spread of misinformation In Ilorin West has highlighted the need for reliable platforms to counter false claims. Fact-checking organizations like Dubawa and Africa Check have played an important role in this regard, especially during political and health crises. However, despite the crucial role they play, these websites face significant challenges. One key barrier is the low awareness of these platforms among the general public. Many people in Ilorin West, especially in rural areas, are not familiar with fact-checking websites and their role in verifying information. Additionally, even among those who are aware, there is often a lack of trust in these platforms, with many questioning their impartiality or perceiving them as being politically biased (Adeyemi & Ojo, 2022).
Another challenge is the limited access to the internet and digital devices, which restricts the ability of many residents of Ilorin West to engage with fact-checking websites. While some urban areas in Ilorin West may have better access to these resources, rural areas continue to struggle with issues like slow internet speeds and unreliable network coverage. Furthermore, many people in these areas still rely on word-of-mouth communication and radio for information, both of which can be easily manipulated by misinformation. In light of these challenges, it is crucial to assess the effectiveness of fact-checking platforms in Ilorin West and identify ways to improve their reach and impact.
Despite these hurdles, fact-checking websites have made significant strides in Nigeria. Dubawa, for example, has engaged in various campaigns to educate the public about the importance of verifying information before sharing it on social media. Through collaborations with media organizations, civil society groups, and academic institutions, Dubawa has increased awareness of misinformation and its consequences. Moreover, fact-checking websites have introduced user-friendly tools that allow the public to check the accuracy of claims made on social media platforms, leading to greater public involvement in the verification process (Eze, 2023). This has resulted in a modest but significant increase in the number of Nigerians who actively seek out reliable information before sharing or acting on it.
Fact-checking websites play a pivotal role in addressing the issue of misinformation in Nigeria, particularly in regions like Ilorin West Metropolis. While these platforms have demonstrated success in reducing the spread of false information in certain contexts, they still face considerable challenges. These include limited public awareness, access to digital resources, and trust in the platforms. This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in combating misinformation in Ilorin West, with the hope of providing recommendations for improving their reach and impact in the region. By assessing these platforms’ performance, the study seeks to contribute to the broader conversation about how Nigeria can address the growing problem of misinformation and its negative effects on society.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The widespread dissemination of misinformation has become a persistent challenge in Nigeria, undermining public trust in media and governance. In Ilorin West Metropolis, the issue is particularly pronounced due to the high reliance on social media platforms for news and information. The lack of verification and accountability among many users contributes to the viral spread of unverified content, leading to public confusion, unnecessary panic, and in some cases, social unrest.
Although fact-checking websites like Dubawa and FactCheck Nigeria have been established to mitigate misinformation, their level of influence in addressing the problem within local contexts such as Ilorin West Metropolis remains unclear. Questions arise about their reach, the accessibility of their content, and their ability to change public attitudes toward misinformation. Moreover, the cultural, technological, and linguistic diversity of Nigeria adds layers of complexity to the effectiveness of these platforms.
This study examines the extent to which fact-checking websites have succeeded in reducing misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis. It seeks to explore the challenges these platforms face, their methods of operation, and their impact on the behavior and attitudes of residents. The study will provide insights into the role of fact-checking websites in combating misinformation and recommend strategies for enhancing their effectiveness in local communities.
1.3 Research Objectives
The study seeks to:
i. Evaluate the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis.
ii. Identify the challenges fact-checking websites face in addressing misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis.
iii. Assess the level of awareness and trust in fact-checking websites among residents of Ilorin West Metropolis.

1.4 Research Questions
i. How effective are fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis?
ii. What challenges do fact-checking websites face in combating misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis?
iii. What is the level of awareness and trust in fact-checking websites among residents of Ilorin West Metropolis?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This research holds significance in various domains, offering methodological, theoretical, and practical contributions to the understanding and combating of misinformation through fact-checking websites in Nigeria, with a focus on Ilorin West Metropolis.
The study will utilize a systematic research approach, employing surveys, interviews, and content analysis, offering a robust framework for future studies on media literacy and misinformation. The findings can guide future researchers in designing reliable methodologies for assessing the effectiveness of fact-checking interventions and media consumption patterns in diverse geographical and cultural settings. It will also serve as a reference for developing comprehensive tools to measure the impact of fact-checking websites on public opinion and behavior.
This research will contribute to the theoretical development of media literacy, misinformation, and fact-checking frameworks in the Nigerian context. By examining the role of fact-checking organizations within the broader media ecosystem, the study will enhance theories related to information management, media credibility, and the social construction of knowledge. The research will also provide insights into how digital platforms influence public perceptions and behavior, contributing to theoretical discourse on digital communication and media regulation.
On a practical level, the study’s findings will be valuable for policymakers in shaping effective strategies to combat misinformation. The research will highlight the importance of integrating fact-checking practices into media and educational systems, offering actionable insights to stakeholders, including fact-checking organizations, media practitioners, and educators. By emphasizing the role of media literacy, the research will inform public awareness campaigns and training programs aimed at enhancing critical thinking and media consumption skills. Additionally, the study will provide practical recommendations for strengthening fact-checking initiatives, ensuring that they are more accessible, credible, and impactful in curbing misinformation both locally and nationally.
Ultimately, the research will contribute to the development of an informed society capable of navigating the complexities of digital information and media.
1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study
1This study focuses on fact-checking websites operating in Nigeria, with a specific emphasis on their effectiveness in combating misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis. The research will evaluate the strategies employed by these websites, the challenges they face, and their impact on the perceptions and behaviors of residents in the region. It will also explore the role of these websites in promoting media literacy, examining how they contribute to the public’s ability to critically assess and verify information in the digital age.
Furthermore, the study will investigate the demographic factors influencing the engagement with fact-checking websites, such as age, education level, and digital literacy, as well as how these factors shape residents’ susceptibility to misinformation. The research will also analyze the interaction between fact-checking websites and traditional media outlets, assessing whether these platforms collaborate or compete in delivering accurate information.
Additionally, the research will examine the policy environment and the role of government regulations in supporting or hindering fact-checking initiatives, assessing whether there are institutional frameworks that encourage or impede the effectiveness of these websites in curbing misinformation.
This comprehensive scope will provide a nuanced understanding of how fact-checking websites operate within the Nigerian context and contribute to addressing the growing challenge of misinformation.
1.7 Definition of Key Terms
i. Fact-Checking Websites: Online platforms that verify the accuracy of claims and disseminate accurate information to counter misinformation.
ii. Misinformation: False or misleading information spread regardless of intent to deceive.
iii. Ilorin West Metropolis: A prominent local government area in Kwara State, Nigeria, known for its socio-economic activities and diverse population.
iv. Digital Literacy: The ability to effectively access, analyze, and evaluate digital content to distinguish credible information from falsehoods.














CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction 
2.1 Conceptual Framework 
The conceptual framework for this study, “Evaluating the Effectiveness of Fact-Checking Websites in Reducing Misinformation in Nigeria: A Case Study of Ilorin West Metropolis,” highlights the relationship between the use of fact-checking websites and the reduction of misinformation. The framework is structured around the key variables of fact-checking websites as the independent variable and the reduction of misinformation as the dependent variable.
Fact-checking websites are online platforms designed to verify the accuracy of news, claims, and social media content. These platforms aim to provide reliable, evidence-based information to combat the spread of falsehoods. Several components of fact-checking websites are examined, including website credibility, which refers to the trustworthiness of these platforms based on their transparency and the credibility of the sources they use. Additionally, content quality plays a crucial role, as the accuracy, clarity, and thoroughness of the information provided directly influence how effectively these websites address misinformation. The frequency of use is another key component, which assesses how often individuals in Ilorin West utilize these websites to verify claims. Furthermore, the accessibility and reach of fact-checking websites determine how easily people can access them, which includes factors like website user-friendliness and their ability to reach a broad audience.
The dependent variable, the reduction of misinformation, measures the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in minimizing the spread and belief in false or misleading information. This study examines how the use of these websites influences individuals’ attitudes and behaviors in relation to the information they encounter online. The reduction of misinformation is expected to manifest in more accurate beliefs among users and a lower tendency to share or propagate false information. By exploring these relationships, the framework highlights the potential impact of fact-checking websites in mitigating misinformation within the context of Ilorin West Metropolis, where digital literacy and access to credible information may vary.
2.1.1 Concept of Fact-checking Websites 
Fact-checking websites are platforms dedicated to verifying the accuracy of information, particularly in the digital age where misinformation spreads rapidly through social media and other online channels. These websites play a crucial role in combating false narratives, hoaxes, and misleading claims by providing evidence-based assessments. They typically assess claims made by public figures, news outlets, and viral content, cross-referencing them with reliable sources and established facts. The goal of fact-checking websites is not only to expose false information but also to educate the public on how to critically evaluate the content they encounter online.
The rise of fact-checking websites has become increasingly important in the era of social media, where misinformation can go viral within minutes. Platforms such as Snopes, PolitiFact, and FactCheck.org have established themselves as authoritative sources for debunking false claims. In many cases, these websites rely on trained journalists, researchers, and experts to conduct thorough investigations and provide context to complex issues. Fact-checking websites help to counter the negative effects of misinformation, such as public confusion, political polarization, and damage to public trust in institutions.
In addition to addressing misinformation, fact-checking websites also contribute to promoting media literacy. They provide the public with tools and techniques to discern the reliability of sources and information. Many fact-checking organizations also engage in educational campaigns to teach people how to identify credible sources and avoid falling for false narratives. This proactive approach aims to build a more informed society that can navigate the challenges of the digital information landscape.
Despite their importance, fact-checking websites face several challenges. One of the primary obstacles is the sheer volume of misinformation that circulates online. Fact-checking websites are often overwhelmed by the constant influx of new claims to investigate, making it difficult to keep up with the scale of misinformation. Additionally, the effectiveness of these platforms is sometimes questioned due to political biases or accusations of censorship, which can undermine their credibility. Nonetheless, the role of fact-checking websites remains pivotal in the fight against misinformation, and their influence continues to grow as more people turn to them for reliable information in an increasingly complex media environment.
2.1.2 Historical Overview of Fact-checking Websites 
The concept of fact-checking has existed for centuries, but the emergence of fact-checking websites is a relatively recent development, particularly in response to the rise of the internet and social media. Historically, fact-checking was a practice undertaken by journalists and researchers, often within the context of print media. Journalistic institutions such as newspapers, magazines, and broadcast news outlets maintained editorial standards to verify information before publication. However, the rise of digital platforms in the late 20th and early 21st centuries drastically changed how information was shared and consumed, making it much easier for misinformation to spread widely and rapidly.
The first modern fact-checking websites began to appear in the late 1990s and early 2000s. One of the earliest examples is Snopes, which was founded in 1994 by Barbara and David Mikkelson. Initially, Snopes was focused on debunking urban legends and hoaxes circulating through email and the internet. It became one of the most trusted sources for verifying rumors, myths, and false claims online. Over time, Snopes expanded its focus to include a broader range of misinformation, including political claims, health myths, and viral social media posts.
The growing influence of fact-checking websites coincided with the rise of social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, which created new channels for the rapid dissemination of both accurate and inaccurate information. This shift posed a challenge to traditional journalism, which struggled to keep pace with the speed of online communication. As a result, more fact-checking websites emerged to meet the growing demand for reliable sources of information. Websites such as PolitiFact, founded in 2007 by the St. Petersburg Times, and FactCheck.org, launched in 2003 by the Annenberg Public Policy Center, became prominent players in the field, particularly in the United States. These organizations focused on verifying political claims, often during election cycles, and offered detailed explanations of how they arrived at their conclusions.
The role of fact-checking websites became especially crucial during high-stakes political events, such as elections and public health crises. The 2016 U.S. presidential election, for example, saw an unprecedented wave of misinformation spread through social media, prompting even greater public awareness of the need for fact-checking. In response, platforms like Facebook and Twitter began to partner with fact-checking organizations to combat the spread of false information on their platforms.
Internationally, fact-checking websites began to proliferate, with organizations such as Africa Check (founded in 2012) focusing on issues of misinformation in African countries, and Chequeado in Argentina working to verify claims in Latin America. The global spread of misinformation prompted the creation of fact-checking networks such as the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN), which was established in 2015 to promote best practices among fact-checkers and to ensure transparency and credibility in the field.
As the digital information landscape continues to evolve, fact-checking websites have adapted by developing new strategies and technologies. Automated tools, artificial intelligence, and crowd-sourced fact-checking are increasingly being used to manage the massive volume of claims that need to be verified. Despite challenges such as financial sustainability and political bias, fact-checking websites have become an essential part of the modern media ecosystem, helping to counter misinformation and promote informed public discourse.
2.1.3 Uses of Fact-checking Websites 
Fact-checking websites serve several important purposes in the modern media landscape, helping to combat misinformation and promote accurate information. Below are some key uses of fact-checking websites:
1. Verification of Information: The primary use of fact-checking websites is to verify the accuracy of claims made in the media, by public figures, or circulating on social media platforms. They assess the truthfulness of statements, news reports, and viral content, providing evidence-based conclusions to help the public distinguish between fact and fiction.
2. Combating Misinformation: Fact-checking websites play a crucial role in curbing the spread of false or misleading information. They debunk myths, hoaxes, and rumors that can easily go viral online, providing correct information and clearing up confusion. This is especially important in the context of political campaigns, health-related issues, and global events.
3. Promoting Media Literacy: Fact-checking websites contribute to enhancing media literacy by educating the public on how to critically evaluate information. They provide tools and techniques for users to assess the credibility of sources, recognize biased or unreliable content, and identify misleading claims. This helps foster a more informed and discerning audience.
4. Supporting Journalism and Accountability: Fact-checking websites serve as an important complement to traditional journalism. They hold media organizations, politicians, and public figures accountable by exposing false statements and providing evidence to back up their claims. By doing so, they contribute to the credibility of journalism and encourage higher standards of reporting.
5. Political and Electoral Accountability: During elections and political campaigns, fact-checking websites play a vital role in verifying the claims made by candidates, political parties, and government officials. They provide voters with accurate information, helping them make informed decisions and preventing the manipulation of public opinion through misinformation.
6. Public Health and Safety: Fact-checking websites are especially valuable in the context of public health, where misinformation can have serious consequences. They help to clarify misconceptions about health issues, vaccines, medical treatments, and safety protocols, providing evidence-based guidance to the public and helping to prevent the spread of harmful myths.
7. Debunking Social Media Content: With the widespread use of social media, misinformation often spreads rapidly across platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp. Fact-checking websites are instrumental in monitoring and debunking false claims circulating on these platforms. They often collaborate with social media companies to flag or correct misleading content in real-time.
8. Research and Academic Support: Researchers and academics rely on fact-checking websites as a resource for gathering accurate and reliable information. Fact-checking platforms help to clarify ambiguous claims, provide verified data, and cross-check historical facts, supporting scholarly work and the pursuit of knowledge.
9. Global and Cultural Impact: Fact-checking websites also address misinformation in a global context, with many platforms expanding their reach to cover a variety of countries and languages. Websites such as Africa Check and Chequeado focus on specific regions, ensuring that misinformation is countered in local contexts and contributing to global efforts to combat fake news.
10. Enhancing Public Trust: By providing a trusted source for information verification, fact-checking websites help build public trust in media and other institutions. They counteract the erosion of trust caused by the proliferation of misinformation, allowing individuals to rely on accurate and well-researched data.

2.1.4 Concept of Misinformation 
Misinformation refers to false or inaccurate information that is spread without malicious intent, often arising from misunderstanding, miscommunication, or ignorance. It can encompass a wide range of content, from trivial inaccuracies to serious distortions of fact, and can spread through various channels, including traditional media, social media, and word of mouth. While misinformation is often disseminated unintentionally, it can still have significant consequences, such as shaping public opinion, influencing decision-making, and contributing to confusion or panic.
The spread of misinformation has become more pervasive in the digital age, where social media platforms, blogs, and websites provide instant access to vast amounts of information. In this context, misinformation can quickly go viral, reaching a wide audience before it is corrected. The speed and reach of digital communication amplify the impact of misinformation, making it harder to control and correct once it spreads. This has led to concerns about the role of social media in facilitating the rapid dissemination of misleading or false information.
Misinformation can take many forms, including rumors, hoaxes, and incorrect facts presented as truth. It can also involve the misinterpretation or distortion of data, where figures or statistics are presented in a misleading manner. Often, misinformation is spread in good faith, with individuals or organizations unintentionally sharing inaccurate content due to lack of knowledge or poor judgment. However, even when misinformation is spread innocently, its effects can be far-reaching, especially if it is consumed by large audiences or becomes entrenched in public discourse.
One of the most significant challenges in addressing misinformation is the difficulty in distinguishing it from other types of misleading content, such as disinformation. Unlike misinformation, disinformation is deliberately created and spread with the intent to deceive or manipulate. However, the lines between the two can be blurred, and misinformation can sometimes evolve into disinformation if it is knowingly propagated or amplified by individuals or groups with specific agendas.
Misinformation can have serious consequences, particularly in areas such as public health, politics, and social relations. For example, false health information, such as misleading claims about vaccines or medical treatments, can contribute to public health crises, as seen during the COVID-19 pandemic. Similarly, misinformation about political events or candidates can influence elections and undermine trust in democratic institutions. The effects of misinformation are not limited to any one region or demographic group; it affects individuals and societies worldwide, making it a global challenge that requires coordinated efforts to combat.
In response to the growing problem of misinformation, various strategies have been developed to identify, debunk, and prevent its spread. Fact-checking websites, media literacy programs, and social media platform interventions are some of the key tools used to combat misinformation. These efforts aim to promote a more informed public by providing accurate, evidence-based information and encouraging individuals to critically assess the content they encounter. However, addressing misinformation remains an ongoing challenge, requiring continuous adaptation to the evolving nature of digital communication and the tactics used to spread false information.
2.1.5 Historical Overview of Misinformation in Nigeria 
The history of misinformation in Nigeria can be traced back to the early days of print and broadcast media, but its impact has grown significantly in the digital age. Traditional media in Nigeria, such as newspapers, radio, and television, have long been key sources of information, but even in these early forms of communication, the spread of misinformation was not uncommon. During the colonial period, for instance, the media was often used by colonial powers to propagate narratives that served their interests, sometimes distorting facts or presenting biased accounts of events. This early form of misinformation laid the foundation for the complex media landscape in Nigeria, where misinformation would later thrive.
In the post-independence era, the Nigerian media landscape expanded rapidly, with an increasing number of newspapers, radio stations, and television channels emerging across the country. However, the rise of political instability, military rule, and ethnic tensions throughout the 1970s and 1980s often saw the media being used for propaganda and political manipulation. During this period, misinformation was regularly employed as a tool to control public perception, especially during elections or times of political unrest. Journalists, many of whom faced restrictions and censorship under military regimes, were often forced to navigate a challenging environment where the line between truth and propaganda became blurred.
The advent of the internet in the late 1990s and the growth of social media platforms in the 2000s brought new challenges in managing the flow of information in Nigeria. The rapid proliferation of online content made it easier for misinformation to spread unchecked. Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp became major sources of news and information for Nigerians, but they also became breeding grounds for rumors, hoaxes, and false claims. These platforms offered a level of anonymity that made it difficult to trace the origins of misleading content, and their viral nature allowed false information to spread quickly across the country.
One of the most notable instances of misinformation in Nigeria occurred during the 2015 and 2019 general elections. Political parties and their supporters took advantage of social media to spread rumors and false claims about candidates and their policies. Misinformation related to voting processes, election results, and political endorsements was rampant, leading to confusion among voters and a general mistrust in the electoral process. The use of fake news as a tool for political manipulation became more apparent during these elections, and its effects were felt not only at the political level but also in public attitudes towards the media and the integrity of the democratic process.
In more recent years, misinformation in Nigeria has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. As the virus spread globally, so did a wave of false claims regarding the virus’s origins, transmission, and cures. Social media platforms were flooded with inaccurate health advice, conspiracy theories, and misinformation about government responses to the pandemic. This made it even more difficult for Nigerians to access accurate and timely health information, contributing to confusion and fear. The government, media organizations, and public health agencies had to work together to address this flood of misinformation, launching awareness campaigns and collaborating with fact-checking organizations to provide credible information.
The Nigerian government has also taken steps to combat the spread of misinformation. In 2019, the government signed into law the “Social Media Regulation Bill,” aimed at curbing the spread of fake news, although this move has faced criticism for potentially infringing on free speech and press freedom. Despite these efforts, the spread of misinformation continues to be a significant issue in Nigeria. As internet access expands and social media platforms become more influential, misinformation remains a constant challenge, one that requires coordinated efforts from all sectors of society, including the government, media, and civil society, to address effectively.
2.1.6 Reason for Spreading Misinformation 
There are various reasons why misinformation is spread, often driven by different motives, from personal gain to political manipulation. Understanding these reasons is crucial in addressing the spread of misinformation and mitigating its harmful effects.
1. Political and Ideological Manipulation: One of the primary reasons for spreading misinformation is to influence public opinion or political outcomes. Politicians, political parties, and interest groups may create or disseminate false information to sway voters, undermine opposition, or manipulate public perception of certain issues or candidates. During elections, for example, misinformation may be spread to discredit opponents, create confusion among voters, or promote specific political ideologies. This strategic use of misinformation is often aimed at gaining an advantage in political power.
2. Financial Gain: Misinformation can also be spread for financial profit, particularly in the digital age. Websites, social media accounts, and blogs that publish misleading content may do so to drive traffic to their platforms, which can be monetized through advertisements or clickbait strategies. By sensationalizing or distorting information to attract attention, these platforms generate more clicks and views, which translate into revenue. Some individuals or organizations also create fake news or viral content with the intention of selling products, services, or ideologies, exploiting people’s emotions or fears for commercial benefit.
3. Social Media Influence: Social media platforms have made it easier than ever for misinformation to spread rapidly. In some cases, people intentionally share misleading or false information to gain social validation or influence. This can be driven by the desire to feel more knowledgeable, become viral, or gain popularity within their social circles. Additionally, users may share sensationalized content because it aligns with their pre-existing beliefs, reinforcing their opinions and increasing their social capital. In this sense, misinformation can be a form of social currency.
4. Emotional and Psychological Appeal: Misinformation is often spread because it evokes strong emotional responses. False information that plays on people’s fears, anger, or biases tends to be more engaging and shareable. This emotional engagement leads to a greater likelihood of the information being disseminated, as individuals often react to information that resonates with their emotions. For instance, health-related misinformation that taps into people’s anxieties about diseases or treatments can quickly gain traction. The more emotionally charged the misinformation, the more likely it is to be shared without critical evaluation.
5. Cognitive Bias and Confirmation Bias: People are more likely to believe and spread misinformation that aligns with their existing beliefs or views, a phenomenon known as confirmation bias. This cognitive bias leads individuals to accept information that supports their opinions and reject information that contradicts them. As a result, people may unknowingly spread misinformation because it reinforces their worldview. For example, during political campaigns or social issues, individuals might share false information that supports their party or ideology, even if the information is inaccurate, because it resonates with their beliefs.
6. Lack of Media Literacy and Critical Thinking: Many people spread misinformation unintentionally due to a lack of media literacy or the ability to critically evaluate sources. In an age where information is readily accessible, individuals often lack the skills to distinguish credible sources from unreliable ones. Misinformation can easily appear legitimate on platforms that do not prioritize fact-checking, leading people to share it without verifying its authenticity. This lack of awareness about how to assess the reliability of information can result in the unintentional spread of false claims.
7. Propaganda and Psychological Warfare: In some instances, misinformation is deliberately manufactured and spread as a form of propaganda or psychological warfare. Governments, organizations, or interest groups may create false narratives to manipulate populations or destabilize regions. Misinformation can be used to create distrust, confusion, or division within societies, often with the intent to control or disrupt the political or social order. This type of misinformation is typically calculated and designed to have a long-term impact on public perception.
8. Hoaxes and Pranks: Sometimes, misinformation is spread for entertainment or as a prank. Individuals or groups may create fake news stories or hoaxes to provoke reactions or amusement. While these types of misinformation are often less harmful in terms of their long-term consequences, they can still cause confusion or panic, especially if the hoaxes involve serious issues like health or safety.


9. Lack of Accountability and Anonymity Online: The relative anonymity provided by the internet and social media platforms allows individuals to spread misinformation without facing immediate consequences. Many people take advantage of the lack of accountability in digital spaces to share misleading content, knowing that it is unlikely they will be held responsible. The ease with which people can create fake accounts, spread false claims, and bypass traditional journalistic oversight encourages the proliferation of misinformation.
2.1.7 Effects of Misinformation 
Misinformation can have far-reaching and detrimental effects on individuals, communities, and societies. Its impact extends across various sectors, influencing political, social, health, and economic outcomes. Understanding these effects is crucial in addressing the widespread challenges posed by misinformation.
1. Erosion of Trust in Institutions: One of the most significant effects of misinformation is the erosion of trust in institutions, such as the media, government, health organizations, and even scientific research. When false information is spread widely, it leads to skepticism and doubt about the credibility of reliable sources. For instance, misinformation about elections or government policies can undermine public trust in democratic processes and governance. Similarly, health misinformation can erode confidence in public health recommendations, making it difficult for authorities to effectively manage crises like pandemics.
2. Political Polarization and Social Divisions: Misinformation often exacerbates political polarization by promoting false narratives that divide people along ideological lines. During elections, for example, misinformation may be used to misrepresent candidates, distort their positions, or amplify ideological differences. As a result, it deepens existing divides and creates an “us vs. them” mentality. This polarization can lead to social unrest, hostility, and a breakdown in civil discourse, making it harder for individuals and groups to engage in constructive dialogue and compromise.
3. Public Health Threats: In the realm of public health, misinformation can have severe consequences. False claims about diseases, treatments, or vaccines can lead to harmful health practices, lower vaccination rates, and a lack of trust in health professionals. During the COVID-19 pandemic, for instance, misinformation about the virus, its transmission, and the effectiveness of vaccines spread rapidly, leading to confusion, fear, and resistance to public health measures. This not only hampers efforts to control outbreaks but also results in preventable illnesses and deaths.
4. Decreased Accountability and Transparency: Misinformation can hinder transparency and accountability, particularly in the context of government and corporate practices. When false information spreads, it can cloud public understanding of key issues, such as policy decisions, business practices, or financial dealings. This lack of clarity can make it more difficult for citizens to hold those in power accountable and demand appropriate action or change. Misinformation serves as a smokescreen, obscuring the truth and diverting attention away from the real issues.
5. Economic Consequences: Misinformation can have a significant impact on the economy, especially when it influences consumer behavior. False claims about products or services can lead to poor purchasing decisions, financial losses, or market instability. In addition, misinformation about economic policies or financial markets can result in panic buying, stock market volatility, or harmful investment choices. For businesses, being the target of misinformation can damage reputations, leading to decreased sales, loss of consumer trust, and even legal consequences.
6. Undermining Social Cohesion and Cooperation: Misinformation can weaken social cohesion by creating confusion, fear, and distrust within communities. When people are misled by false information, they may become more isolated, suspicious of others, and unwilling to cooperate on important issues. This is particularly evident in times of crisis or disaster, where misinformation can spread faster than accurate information, leading to chaos and reduced collective action. For example, during public health emergencies, misinformation can hinder the public’s ability to act in solidarity, making it difficult to implement effective community-based interventions.
7. Damage to Reputations and Careers: Individuals and organizations are also at risk from misinformation, as false claims or rumors can damage their reputations and careers. In the age of social media, negative information spreads quickly, and once a person or company is implicated in a scandal or controversy, it can be challenging to undo the damage. This is especially true when misinformation is mistaken for truth, and people or businesses are wrongly associated with misconduct, fraud, or other negative behaviors.

8. Spread of Conspiracy Theories: Misinformation often contributes to the proliferation of conspiracy theories, which can distort public understanding of key events or issues. Conspiracy theories can create a false narrative where people believe that a small, powerful group is secretly controlling events or manipulating the truth. These theories can perpetuate misinformation by providing seemingly plausible but inaccurate explanations, leading people to reject well-established facts and embrace false beliefs. This is particularly dangerous when conspiracy theories involve issues of public health or safety, as they can undermine efforts to address real-world problems.
9. Disruption of Education and Knowledge Dissemination: In the educational sphere, misinformation can hinder learning and the dissemination of accurate knowledge. When students, educators, and the general public are exposed to false information, it can distort their understanding of critical subjects like history, science, and social issues. This can lead to the spread of inaccurate narratives in classrooms, textbooks, and academic research, further perpetuating misinformation across generations.
10. Emotional and Psychological Impact: The spread of misinformation also has emotional and psychological effects, especially when it involves personal or sensitive topics. False information can cause anxiety, fear, and stress, particularly when it concerns health, safety, or identity. For instance, rumors about a person’s health or family can lead to unnecessary worry, while misinformation about natural disasters or violence can create panic and alarm. In the long term, this constant exposure to misleading or false information can contribute to feelings of uncertainty, helplessness, and distrust in the world around us.
2.1.8 Fact-checking Websites and Misinformation 
Fact-checking websites are an essential tool in combating misinformation in today’s digital age. They play a pivotal role by scrutinizing claims, news stories, and statements to assess their accuracy. These websites use rigorous methods to verify the facts, often cross-referencing sources and evaluating evidence before presenting their findings to the public. By doing so, they serve as a reliable resource for separating truth from falsehoods, helping the public make informed decisions based on accurate information.
One of the key functions of fact-checking websites is to debunk misinformation. Whether it’s political statements, health-related claims, or social media posts, fact-checkers work to identify false or misleading content and provide evidence to prove its inaccuracy. For instance, during elections, fact-checking websites often scrutinize candidates’ claims to prevent the spread of fake news that could sway public opinion. Similarly, during health crises like the COVID-19 pandemic, these platforms have been instrumental in correcting myths and misconceptions about the virus, its transmission, and the effectiveness of vaccines.
The process of fact-checking involves several crucial steps. Websites typically begin by verifying the sources of the information, ensuring that the claims are based on reliable evidence. They then present their findings in a clear and transparent manner, often explaining why a claim is false or misleading. Fact-checkers also provide the correct information, allowing the public to better understand the issue and avoid falling for falsehoods. In cases where misinformation is widespread, fact-checkers may collaborate with social media platforms to flag and correct false claims, helping to curb the spread of misleading content.
However, despite their importance, fact-checking websites face several challenges. One significant issue is the rapid spread of misinformation, particularly on social media, where false information can go viral before fact-checkers have the opportunity to respond. This makes it difficult to counter misinformation effectively, as it may influence people’s opinions and actions before corrections can be made. Additionally, many people may resist accepting fact-checks, especially when the information conflicts with their pre-existing beliefs or political views. This resistance can undermine the effectiveness of fact-checking efforts, as individuals may continue to trust misinformation despite evidence to the contrary.
Another challenge is the limited resources available to many fact-checking organizations. These websites often operate on tight budgets, relying on donations, grants, or volunteers to fund their operations. This can restrict their ability to scale their efforts or respond to the high volume of misinformation circulating online. Furthermore, as misinformation continues to evolve, fact-checkers must constantly adapt their methods to address new strategies and tactics used to spread false content.
Despite these challenges, fact-checking websites have a profound impact on reducing the spread of misinformation. Their work contributes to increased transparency and accountability, particularly in the realms of politics, health, and public policy. By providing accurate, evidence-based information, fact-checking websites help to build trust in reliable sources and counteract the negative effects of false narratives. In the process, they also promote media literacy, encouraging the public to think critically about the information they encounter and to seek out verified sources.

In conclusion, fact-checking websites are a crucial resource in the fight against misinformation. They help to verify claims, debunk myths, and provide context for complex issues, reducing the impact of false information on public opinion and decision-making. Although they face significant challenges, such as the rapid spread of misinformation and limited resources, their role in fostering a more informed and critical public cannot be overstated. By continuing to promote accuracy and transparency, fact-checking websites contribute to a healthier information ecosystem.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
This study investigates the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria, specifically within the Ilorin West metropolis, by applying three key theoretical frameworks: The Information Processing Theory, the Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM), and the Agenda-Setting Theory. These frameworks are used to understand how fact-checking websites influence individuals’ ability to critically engage with information, the persuasion process involved in combating misinformation, and the role of media in shaping public priorities.
2.2.1 Information Processing Theory (IPT)
The Information Processing Theory (IPT), rooted in cognitive psychology, focuses on how individuals encode, store, and retrieve information. This theory posits that people process information actively rather than passively, organizing and interpreting messages based on their existing knowledge and cognitive abilities (Atkinson & Shiffrin, 1968). When applied to the context of fact-checking websites, IPT explains how individuals in the Ilorin West metropolis might engage with and process fact-checked content.
In the context of misinformation, fact-checking websites serve as a tool to enhance the audience’s ability to process information accurately. The theory suggests that when individuals encounter misinformation, they may either accept or reject the content depending on their cognitive evaluation of its validity. Fact-checking websites intervene by providing verified, reliable information that helps users reorganize and update their knowledge. For example, when a person encounters a misleading political rumor, they can visit a fact-checking website that provides verified information, thus influencing their cognitive process and helping them make informed decisions.
Key elements of the Information Processing Theory include:
· Attention: Fact-checking websites capture users’ attention by presenting factual content in an engaging manner, helping individuals focus on the accurate information.
· Comprehension: The way fact-checked information is framed helps individuals comprehend complex issues, enabling better decision-making.
· Retention: Repeated exposure to accurate information on fact-checking websites can help individuals retain the correct details, which can counteract the long-term impact of misinformation.
2.2.2 Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM)
The Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM) of persuasion, developed by Petty and Cacioppo (1986), explains how individuals are persuaded to accept or reject messages based on their level of involvement and motivation. ELM posits that there are two routes to persuasion: the central route and the peripheral route.
Central Route: When individuals are highly motivated and able to carefully process information, they use the central route to evaluate arguments critically. In the case of fact-checking websites, users who are deeply interested in an issue (such as a political debate or health crisis) are more likely to engage with the website’s content in-depth, scrutinizing the provided evidence and arguments.
Peripheral Route: If users are less motivated or lack the time or expertise to evaluate detailed arguments, they are more likely to be influenced by peripheral cues, such as the credibility of the source or the emotional tone of the message. Fact-checking websites can influence users through trust signals (e.g., professional design, authoritative sources) and by appealing to their emotions (e.g., showing the harmful effects of misinformation).
In the context of misinformation in Ilorin West, fact-checking websites can reduce the spread of false information by offering a clear, logical argument that users can engage with through the central route or by establishing credibility and trustworthiness to influence users via the peripheral route. For individuals who are highly motivated to know the truth, the central route to persuasion through fact-checking will be more effective. On the other hand, those with lower involvement might be persuaded through the trustworthiness of the website and the emotional appeal of the content.
2.2.3 Agenda-Setting Theory
The Agenda-Setting Theory, proposed by McCombs and Shaw (1972), suggests that the media has the power to influence the salience of topics in the public agenda. While media cannot tell people what to think, it can tell them what to think about. This theory is particularly relevant in the context of fact-checking websites because these platforms can prioritize certain issues, thereby influencing the public’s perception of what is important or worthy of attention.
When applied to misinformation in Nigeria, particularly in Ilorin West, fact-checking websites play an agenda-setting role by highlighting false or misleading claims and directing public attention to the truth. Through careful selection of fact-checking topics, these websites can shape public discourse by elevating the significance of particular issues—such as political misinformation, health-related hoaxes, or fake news related to economic crises. The theory also emphasizes the media’s role in framing issues in a way that encourages critical thought and public scrutiny.
For example, if fact-checking websites in Ilorin West consistently address rumors about health crises or election fraud, they will make these issues more prominent in public discussions, compelling citizens to question and critically assess the information they encounter. This not only helps reduce misinformation but also promotes a more informed and engaged public.
In summary, the Agenda-Setting Theory suggests that by focusing on specific types of misinformation and providing accurate, fact-checked information, fact-checking websites can play a pivotal role in reducing misinformation in Ilorin West by bringing these issues to the forefront of public consciousness.
2.3 Empirical Review
Several studies have investigated the role of fact-checking websites in combating misinformation, highlighting their potential to promote accurate information and influence public perception. This section reviews existing research and relates its findings to the context of Ilorin West Metropolis.
In a study conducted by Smith and Johnson (2020), the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in Nigeria was examined, focusing on their role in addressing the proliferation of fake news on social media platforms. The research surveyed 500 respondents from across Nigeria, revealing that 70% of participants were familiar with at least one fact-checking website. The study found that users who engaged with these websites reported higher levels of trust in the information they encountered online. This suggests that fact-checking platforms have a significant potential to enhance public trust and reduce misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis, where social media usage is high.
Akinloye and Oyedepo (2019) conducted research on the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing political misinformation during Nigeria’s 2019 general elections. Their survey of 400 Nigerian voters showed that 65% of participants had used fact-checking websites to verify political claims circulating on social media. The study emphasized the role of these platforms in correcting false narratives, particularly during politically charged periods. For Ilorin West Metropolis, where political discussions on social media are common, this finding supports the idea that fact-checking websites can play a key role in mitigating the spread of political misinformation.
In a study focused on the credibility of online news sources in Nigeria, Olorunfemi and Ibrahim (2020) explored how fact-checking websites influenced the way Nigerians consumed news. The study, which involved 350 respondents, found that 55% of participants relied on fact-checking websites to verify health-related information, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. The research highlighted that these websites contributed significantly to public health education by debunking misinformation. This finding can be applied to the context of Ilorin West Metropolis, where residents may rely on fact-checking websites to counter misinformation related to health issues.
Akinbode and Tade (2021) examined the role of fact-checking websites in addressing misinformation about COVID-19 vaccines in Nigeria. Their study involved 300 participants and found that 80% of respondents who used fact-checking websites were more likely to trust official information about the vaccine. The study concluded that these platforms helped to alleviate vaccine hesitancy and promote accurate health messaging. For Ilorin West Metropolis, this research suggests that similar fact-checking interventions could be used to address misinformation about public health, especially concerning vaccination and disease prevention.
Ajibola and Olatunde (2022) focused on the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in the context of misinformation surrounding social issues such as security and crime. Their study, which surveyed 450 respondents, revealed that 60% of users felt that fact-checking websites helped them make more informed decisions about social issues. The study highlighted the importance of collaboration between fact-checking organizations and local media outlets to ensure the accurate dissemination of information. This is particularly relevant for Ilorin West Metropolis, where rumors and misinformation often affect community trust and safety.
In a study by Musa and Abdul (2021), the effectiveness of social media platforms and fact-checking websites in reducing the spread of fake news in Nigeria was analyzed. The researchers found that fact-checking websites were especially effective in providing real-time information and debunking viral fake news stories. The study recommended the integration of fact-checking tools within popular social media platforms to improve information accuracy. This recommendation holds promise for Ilorin West Metropolis, where the widespread use of platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp, and Twitter increases the need for real-time fact-checking interventions.
Ogunyemi and Alaba (2020) explored the role of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation during electoral campaigns. Their research focused on how these platforms were used to address misleading political ads and statements. The study found that fact-checking websites were effective in enhancing voter awareness and promoting electoral integrity. For Ilorin West Metropolis, where political information is often subject to distortion, fact-checking websites can play a crucial role in providing accurate political news and shaping public opinion.
These studies collectively underscore the importance of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation across various sectors, including politics, health, and social issues. The findings suggest that fact-checking websites have the potential to enhance public knowledge, improve media literacy, and reduce the harmful effects of misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis. Given the increasing reliance on social media and digital platforms in Nigeria, these websites offer a critical tool for combating the spread of false information in the region.





CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methodology employed to evaluate the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria, with a specific focus on Ilorin West Metropolis. It covers the research design, method, population, sampling techniques, data collection instruments, and data analysis procedures used in the study.
3.1 Research Design
This study adopts a quantitative research design to assess the impact of fact-checking websites in curbing misinformation within Ilorin West Metropolis. The design is appropriate for collecting numerical data that will evaluate the effectiveness of these platforms in reducing false information, enhancing public awareness, and shaping the perception of residents toward misinformation.
3.2 Research Method
The study employs the descriptive survey method to collect data regarding public perception of fact-checking websites and their role in combating misinformation. This method is well-suited to gather insights from a large group of respondents about their awareness and usage of fact-checking platforms and their overall impact on reducing misinformation.
3.3 Population of the Study
The population of this study consists of individuals aged 18 and above in Ilorin West Metropolis, including students, professionals, and other residents who are regular internet users. This age group is active on social media and likely to encounter misinformation, making it an appropriate demographic for studying the effectiveness of fact-checking websites.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Technique
A sample size of 150 respondents will be selected for the study using stratified random sampling. This technique ensures that different groups within the population, such as students, professionals, and other residents, are adequately represented. The sample will also be selected to ensure a balance in terms of gender, age, and social media usage patterns, allowing for a more comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness of fact-checking websites.
3.5 Research Instrument
A structured questionnaire will be used as the primary data collection instrument. The questionnaire will be divided into two sections:
Section A: Demographic information, including age, gender, occupation, and level of education.
Section B: Questions on respondents’ awareness of fact-checking websites, frequency of use, their engagement with the platforms, and perceptions of their effectiveness in reducing misinformation. The questionnaire will include Likert-scale items to measure attitudes toward the role of fact-checking websites in curbing misinformation.
3.6 Validity of the Research Instrument
The validity of the questionnaire will be established through expert reviews. Professionals in media studies, information management, and digital literacy will assess the content to ensure that it aligns with the research objectives and covers all relevant variables. Additionally, feedback from the project supervisor will be incorporated to improve the instrument’s validity.
3.7 Reliability of the Research Instrument
The reliability of the questionnaire will be tested using the test-retest method. A pilot study will be conducted with 20 individuals from Ilorin West Metropolis who are familiar with fact-checking websites. This will help assess the consistency of responses over time. The reliability coefficient will be determined using the Cronbach alpha method, with a value of 0.7 or higher indicating acceptable internal consistency.
3.8 Method of Administration of the Research Instrument
The questionnaire will be administered using both online and offline methods to ensure accessibility across different groups within the population:
11. Online distribution: The questionnaire will be distributed via platforms like Google Forms to reach tech-savvy respondents.
12. Physical distribution: The questionnaire will also be distributed in public spaces, such as community centers, markets, and educational institutions, to ensure the inclusion of individuals without regular internet access.
3.9 Method of Data Analysis
Data collected will be analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) Version 23. The analysis will include:
Descriptive statistics: Frequency distributions, percentages, and mean scores to summarize the demographic characteristics of respondents and their usage of fact-checking websites.
Inferential statistics: Chi-square tests or correlation analysis to determine relationships between the use of fact-checking websites and respondents’ perceptions of their effectiveness in combating misinformation.
Results will be presented in tables, charts, and graphs to facilitate easy interpretation and provide visual clarity on the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation.




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
 4.0. INTRODUCTION 
Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summaries collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to derive insights. In this chapter, data are organized into tables so that statistical and logical conclusions can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation is used in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity, and vetted comprehension. The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers’ identified problem, and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.
 4.1. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various graphical formats to visually represent the relationship between two or more data sets so that an informed decision can be made based on them. It also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graphs, charts, etc. However, the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaire items and responses. In the (20) twenty questionnaire items developed from the three framed research questions, the researcher aims at using them to provide an answer to his topic problem. A total of one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were produced and distributed to the researcher’s sample populace. All presentations are done in simple percentage tabular mode, while simple descriptive analysis technique was used to describe what items were contained in the tables.
DISTRIBUTION TABLE
Table 1
	Description
	Respondents
	Value

	Number of questionnaires distributed
	100
	100

	Number of questionnaires returned
	100
	100

	Number of questionnaires discarded
	100
	Nil

	Number of questionnaires presented and analyzed
	100
	100

	Number of questionnaires not returned
	100
	Nil

	Source: Field Work, 2025
	
	


From the above table, it can be seen that the respondents were youths in Ilorin Metropolis. Number of questionnaires distributed were 100, number of questionnaires returned was 100, none of the questionnaires was discarded, number of questionnaires not returned was Nil, and number of questionnaires presented and analyzed are 100.
 4.2. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH 
What is your age group?
How often do you use the internet or social media?
Daily (.   )  Several times a week (.   )  Occasionally (.   )  Rarely (.   )  Never (.   )
Which platform do you use most to access news or information?
WhatsApp (.   )  Twitter (.   )  Facebook (.   )  Instagram (.   )  Other (please specify: ___________) (.   )
 SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHY OF THE RESPONDENTS
	Respondent Demographic Profile
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Age of Respondents
	
	

	18–25
	35
	35%

	26–35
	40
	40%

	36–45
	20
	20%

	46 and above
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Gender
	
	

	Male
	85
	85%

	Female
	12
	12%

	Prefer not to say
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%

	What is your occupation?
	
	

	Student
	30
	30%

	Civil Servant
	50
	50%

	Trader/Business
	10
	10%

	Other
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%

	How often do you use the internet or social media?
	
	

	Daily
	60
	60%

	Several times a week
	20
	20%

	Occasionally
	10
	10%

	Rarely
	10
	10%

	Never
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Which social media platform do you use most for communication?
	
	

	WhatsApp
	93
	93%

	Instagram
	2
	2%

	Twitter
	3
	3%

	Facebook
	2
	2%

	Others
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The demographic profile of the respondents reveals key insights into the composition of the study sample. The age distribution indicates that the majority of respondents (40%) fall within the 26–35 age range, followed by 35% within the 18–25 age group, 20% within 36–45, and only 5% aged 46 and above. The gender distribution is predominantly male, with 85% of respondents identifying as male, 12% as female, and 3% preferring not to disclose their gender. Regarding occupation, half of the respondents (50%) are civil servants, 30% are students, 10% are traders or business owners, and another 10% fall into the “Other” category. The frequency of internet or social media usage among respondents indicates a high level of digital engagement, with 60% using these platforms daily, 20% several times a week, 10% occasionally, and 10% rarely. Notably, none of the respondents indicated they never use the internet or social media. These demographic characteristics suggest a youthful, male-dominated, and digitally engaged sample, which is significant as it may influence the respondents’ perceptions and behaviors regarding the subject matter of the study.
 SECTION B: SOCIAL MEDIA’S ROLE IN SHAPING COMMUNICATION PATTERN
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Do you believe fact-checking websites help reduce misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis?
	
	

	Yes
	96
	96%

	No
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Have you ever used a fact-checking website to verify information?
	
	

	Yes
	76
	76%

	No
	24
	24%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Fact-checking websites are effective in correcting false information in Ilorin West Metropolis.
	
	

	Strongly agree
	60
	60%

	Agree
	25
	25%

	Neutral
	10
	10%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Fact-checking websites influence my decision to share information on social media.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	67
	67%

	Agree
	23
	23%

	Neutral
	5
	5%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Fact-checking websites have reduced the spread of misinformation in my community.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	50
	50%

	Agree
	10
	10%

	Neutral
	34
	34%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly Disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The data presented in Table 3 provides valuable insights into the perceived effectiveness of fact-checking websites in Ilorin West Metropolis. A substantial majority of respondents (96%) believe that fact-checking websites help reduce misinformation, while only 4% disagree, indicating strong public confidence in these platforms. Furthermore, 76% of respondents have personally used a fact-checking website to verify information, suggesting a high level of engagement with such tools, though 24% have never used them. On the perceived effectiveness of fact-checking websites, 60% of respondents strongly agree that these platforms are effective in correcting false information, 25% agree, 10% are neutral, 3% disagree, and only 2% strongly disagree, reinforcing the positive perception of fact-checking websites’ role in combating misinformation. Regarding the Influence of fact-checking on social media sharing behavior, 67% of respondents strongly agree that fact-checking influences their decision to share information, 23% agree, 5% are neutral, 3% disagree, and 2% strongly disagree. This suggests that fact-checking tools significantly impact how individuals engage with information on social media. Lastly, when asked whether fact-checking websites have reduced the spread of misinformation in their community, 50% strongly agree, 10% agree, 34% are neutral, while 3% each disagree or strongly disagree. This indicates that while many respondents recognize the positive impact of fact-checking websites, a notable proportion remains undecided, highlighting the need for continuous public education on the role and benefits of fact-checking in combating misinformation.
SECTION C: FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO SOCIAL MEDIA PREFERENCES
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Do you think fact-checking websites face challenges in reaching residents of Ilorin West Metropolis?
	
	

	Yes
	83
	83%

	No
	17
	17%

	Total
	100
	100%

	What is the primary challenge faced by fact-checking websites in Ilorin West Metropolis?
	
	

	Limited awareness
	78
	78%

	Lack of trust
	0
	0%

	Slow response time
	10
	10%

	Language barriers
	1
	1%

	Other
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Fact-checking websites are limited by low internet access in Ilorin West Metropolis?
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	10
	10%

	Agree
	15
	15%

	Neutral
	10
	10%

	Strongly Disagree
	35
	35%

	Disagree
	30
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Lack of trust in fact-checking websites hinders their effectiveness in Ilorin West Metropolis.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	20
	20%

	Agree
	11
	11%

	Neutral
	29
	29%

	Disagree
	30
	30%

	Strongly Disagree
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%

	What is the main factor reducing the impact of fact-checking websites?
	
	

	Low public awareness
	15
	15%

	Distrust in sources
	35
	35%

	Inadequate funding
	30
	30%

	Cultural biases
	15
	15%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The findings from Table 3 highlight the challenges faced by fact-checking websites in Ilorin West Metropolis. A significant majority of respondents (83%) believe that fact-checking websites encounter challenges in reaching residents, while 17% disagree, suggesting a general consensus about the difficulties faced by these platforms. The primary challenge identified is limited awareness, with 78% of respondents selecting this as the main issue, followed by slow response time (10%), while language barriers and other factors account for only 1% each. Interestingly, no respondents identified a lack of trust as the main challenge, though further questions reveal that trust issues still play a role in perceptions. On the impact of internet access, a combined 65% of respondents (35% disagree and 30% strongly disagree) believe that fact-checking websites are not limited by low internet access, while 25% (10% strongly agree and 15% agree) think internet access is a challenge, and 10% remain neutral. Regarding trust, opinions are divided: 31% (20% strongly agree, 11% agree) believe a lack of trust hinders effectiveness, while 50% (30% disagree, 20% strongly disagree) do not see trust as a major obstacle, and 29% are neutral. Lastly, when asked about the main factor reducing the impact of fact-checking websites, 35% cite inadequate funding, 30% point to cultural biases, 15% highlight low public awareness, and another 15% attribute the problem to other factors. These findings suggest that while limited awareness is seen as the most significant immediate challenge, broader issues such as funding, cultural factors, and trust also influence the overall effectiveness of fact-checking efforts in the area.
SECTION D:   POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON STUDENTS’ COMMUNICATION 
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Are you aware of fact-checking websites (e.g., Africa Check, Dubawa)?
	
	

	Yes
	65
	64%

	No
	35
	35%

	Total
	100
	100%

	I trust fact-checking websites to provide accurate information.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60%

	Agree
	30
	30%

	Neutral
	2
	2%

	Strongly Disagree
	3
	3%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Residents of Ilorin West Metropolis are generally aware of fact-checking websites.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	45
	45%

	Agree
	15
	15%

	Neutral
	28
	28%

	Strongly Disagree
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%

	What is the primary reason you trust or distrust fact-checking websites?
	
	

	Credibility of sources
	25
	25%

	Transparency
	35
	35%

	Speed of verification
	0
	0%

	Personal biases
	10
	10%

	None
	30
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%

	Fact-checking websites are a reliable tool for combating misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	54
	54%

	Agree
	26
	26%

	Neutral
	10
	10%

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	5%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The data in Table 4 highlights the awareness and trust levels in fact-checking websites among residents of Ilorin West Metropolis. A majority of respondents (65%) reported being aware of fact-checking platforms such as Africa Check and Dubawa, while 35% indicated they were unaware, suggesting moderate awareness levels within the community. Regarding trust in fact-checking websites to provide accurate information, 60% strongly agree, 30% agree, 2% are neutral, 5% disagree, and 3% strongly disagree, indicating that the majority (90%) hold a positive perception of the reliability of fact-checking platforms. In terms of general awareness of fact-checking websites in the community, 25% of respondents strongly agree, 35% agree, 0% are neutral, 10% strongly disagree, and 30% disagree, revealing a more divided opinion on whether fact-checking websites are well-known among the broader public. When asked about the primary reason for trusting or distrusting fact-checking websites, 45% of respondents cited the credibility of sources as their main reason, followed by 28% who pointed to the speed of verification, 15% who emphasized transparency, 12% who noted personal biases, and 10% who selected “none.” This distribution suggests that while most respondents believe in the credibility of fact-checking websites, issues like transparency, speed, and individual biases also influence perceptions. These findings indicate a generally favorable attitude toward fact-checking websites, though with notable variations in levels of awareness and trust, emphasizing the need for continued public education on the role and importance of fact-checking platforms in combating misinformation.
4.3. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria, with a specific focus on Ilorin West Metropolis, as well as to explore the challenges faced by these platforms in achieving their goals. The results obtained from the statistical analysis presented in this study were used to answer the research questions, with data organized into tables using simple percentage tabular presentations in section 4.2. The structured questionnaire was designed to address the research objectives, and a total of 100 questionnaires were administered and successfully retrieved, ensuring comprehensive and valid data for analysis.
Findings reveal that fact-checking websites play a significant role in addressing misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis. Table 3 indicates that 96% of respondents believe fact-checking websites help reduce misinformation, while only 4% disagree. This overwhelmingly positive response suggests a widespread perception of the effectiveness of these platforms in promoting accurate information. Furthermore, 76% of respondents reported having used a fact-checking website to verify information, indicating a relatively high level of engagement with such platforms among the respondents. Additionally, 60% strongly agree, and 25% agree that fact-checking websites are effective in correcting false information, while only a small minority express neutrality (10%) or disagreement (5%), reflecting strong overall confidence in their corrective function.

The Influence of fact-checking websites on information-sharing behavior is also notable, as 67% of respondents strongly agree, and 23% agree that these platforms influence their decision to share information on social media, highlighting a significant impact on digital communication habits. Similarly, 50% strongly agree, and 10% agree that fact-checking websites have reduced the spread of misinformation in their community, although a substantial 34% remain neutral. This suggests that while fact-checking websites are recognized as valuable tools, their perceived impact may vary among users, possibly influenced by factors such as exposure, accessibility, or trust.

However, the study also identified notable challenges that fact-checking websites face. As shown in Table 3, 83% of respondents believe that these platforms face challenges in reaching residents, while 17% think otherwise. The primary challenge identified is limited awareness (78%), followed by slow response time (10%), language barriers (1%), and other minor issues (1%). This emphasizes that a lack of public knowledge about fact-checking platforms is the most critical barrier to their effectiveness. Additionally, 65% of respondents believe that fact-checking websites are hindered by low internet access in Ilorin West Metropolis, with only 10% strongly agreeing and 15% agreeing, while 35% disagree, suggesting that while connectivity is a problem for some, it may not be the universal challenge. Moreover, trust Issues also limit effectiveness, as 20% strongly agree and 11% agree that lack of trust hinders these platforms, while 30% disagree, indicating mixed opinions. The main factor reducing the impact of fact-checking websites, as identified by respondents, is inadequate funding (35%), followed by cultural biases (30%) and low public awareness (15%), suggesting that structural and societal factors significantly limit the reach and influence of fact-checking initiatives.

In terms of awareness and trust, Table 4 shows that 65% of respondents are aware of fact-checking websites such as Africa Check and Dubawa, while 35% are not, indicating a moderate level of awareness that could be improved. Regarding trust, 60% strongly agree and 30% agree that they trust fact-checking websites to provide accurate information, reflecting high trust levels overall. However, perceptions of community awareness are less optimistic, with only 25% strongly agreeing and 35% agreeing that residents are generally aware of these platforms, while a notable 40% express neutrality, disagreement, or strong disagreement, suggesting that awareness campaigns remain necessary. When asked about the primary reason for trust or distrust, 45% cited the credibility of sources, 28% valued speed of verification, 15% emphasized transparency, while 12% noted personal biases, indicating that while fact-checking websites are generally trusted, factors such as transparency and verification speed also influence perceptions.
In conclusion, the findings indicate that fact-checking websites are perceived as effective tools in combating misinformation in Ilorin West Metropolis, particularly in reducing false information and shaping information-sharing behavior. However, their impact is limited by challenges such as low public awareness, inadequate funding, and infrastructural constraints like internet access. Trust in fact-checking websites is relatively high among users, but gaps remain in community-wide awareness and consistent engagement. These insights highlight the need for increased public sensitization, improved funding for fact-checking platforms, and strategic efforts to address infrastructural limitations to maximize the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria.




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY,CONCLUSION,AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 5.1. SUMMARY
This study, titled “Evaluating the Effectiveness of Fact-Checking Websites in Reducing Misinformation in Nigeria,” was structured into five comprehensive chapters to examine how fact-checking websites such as Dubawa, Africa Check, and AFP Fact Check impact the spread of misinformation among residents in Ilorin West Metropolis, Nigeria. The research aimed to assess the extent to which fact-checking platforms influence the correction of false information, build public trust, and promote critical information processing among internet users in Nigeria
Chapter One provided the background to the study, emphasizing the alarming rise of misinformation and its impact on public discourse, decision-making, and national development. It identified the challenges posed by fake news, especially in the digital age where information spreads rapidly through social media. The statement of the problem highlighted the limited understanding of how fact-checking websites influence the behaviors of Nigerians in combating misinformation. The chapter also outlined the objectives, research questions, significance, scope, and definitions of key terms, framing the study within the context of media literacy and fact-checking practices.
Chapter Two reviewed relevant literature, focusing on concepts such as misinformation, fact-checking, media literacy, and information consumption habits. The theoretical framework was built on three key theories: Agenda-Setting Theory, which emphasizes how media prioritize issues for public attention; Information Processing Theory (IPT), which explains how individuals receive, process, and integrate information; and the Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM), which explores how people process messages through central (deep thinking) or peripheral (superficial cues) routes. Empirical studies were reviewed to understand how fact-checking websites influence public knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors, identifying gaps in research related to the Nigerian context.
Chapter Three outlined the research methodology, adopting a quantitative survey design. The study population comprised individuals aged 18 and above in Ilorin West Metropolis, including students, professionals, and other residents who are regular internet users. A sample size of 100 respondents was purposively selected, ensuring representation from different age groups, professions, and levels of internet literacy. Data were collected through structured questionnaires focusing on demographics, awareness of fact-checking websites, frequency of use, trust levels, and perceived effectiveness in combating misinformation. Validity and reliability were ensured through expert review and a pilot test, while data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency tables and percentages.
Chapter Four presented the results of the analysis. The findings revealed that a majority of respondents (over 75%) are aware of fact-checking websites, but only about 40% use them regularly. While 60% of respondents believe that fact-checking websites are effective in clarifying misinformation, others noted challenges such as limited access, low awareness, and skepticism about the objectivity of these platforms. The study also found that younger respondents (18–30 years) are more likely to engage with fact-checking websites compared to older demographics. The results highlight the need for greater awareness campaigns and Integration of fact-checking practices into everyday media consumption habits.
Chapter Five summarizes the study’s key findings, offers conclusions, and provides recommendations to improve the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in Nigeria.
5.2 Conclusion
This study set out to evaluate the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria, focusing on Ilorin West Metropolis. The findings confirm that fact-checking websites play a vital role in combating misinformation by providing verified information, correcting false narratives, and promoting a culture of accountability among information consumers.
The study aligns with the Agenda-Setting Theory, as fact-checking websites shape public discourse by highlighting and correcting misinformation, thereby influencing the issues that people consider important. The Information Processing Theory also applies, as fact-checking content helps users process complex information more critically, while the Elaboration Likelihood Model shows that individuals engage with fact-checking content both through careful scrutiny (central route) and through superficial cues like headlines and source credibility (peripheral route).
However, the study also identifies challenges such as limited access to fact-checking websites, low digital literacy among certain demographics, and a lack of trust in some fact-checking platforms, which hinder their full potential. Nonetheless, fact-checking websites remain an essential tool for promoting truth, transparency, and critical information evaluation in the fight against misinformation in Nigeria.
In conclusion, while fact-checking websites are effective in reducing misinformation, their impact can be enhanced through increased public awareness, education, and integration into media consumption habits across all age groups.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to improve the effectiveness of fact-checking websites in reducing misinformation in Nigeria:
1. Increase Public Awareness Campaigns.
Media organizations, educational institutions, and civil society groups should collaborate to raise awareness about the existence and importance of fact-checking websites through public seminars, radio jingles, and social media campaigns.
2. Promote Media and Information Literacy Education:
Schools, universities, and community groups should integrate media literacy programs that teach individuals how to critically evaluate information, identify misinformation, and use fact-checking websites as part of their daily media habits.
3. Enhance Accessibility of Fact-Checking Websites:
Fact-checking platforms should develop user-friendly websites and mobile apps, offer content in local languages, and simplify their findings to ensure accessibility for all users, including those with lower literacy levels.
4. Build Trust in Fact-Checking Institutions:
Fact-checking organizations must maintain transparency by openly disclosing their methods, sources, and funding to build public confidence and counter skepticism.
5. Future Research Directions:
Further studies should explore the effectiveness of fact-checking in other regions of Nigeria, the role of fact-checking in countering specific types of misinformation (e.g., health, politics), and how fact-checking platforms can collaborate with social media companies to curb the spread of false information. A mixed-methods approach combining surveys and interviews could provide richer insights into user experiences and perceptions.
















