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[bookmark: _Toc202675810]ABSTRACT
Encroachment on government-acquired land is a pervasive issue that undermines development, sparks conflict, and disrupts community stability. This phenomenon often results in significant economic, social, and environmental consequences. In Ara community, the interdependence between the community and Kwara State Polytechnic is complex, making it challenging to assess one without the other. The community's claim to part of the land belonging to the polytechnic, and vice versa, has created a contentious relationship, highlighting the need for a comprehensive study to understand the dynamics of land encroachment in this context. This study aims to assess the causes of encroachment on government land, examine the effects of encroachment on government land, and evaluate the impact of encroachment on government land in Ara community. The study used a sampling frame of 487 households and a sample size of 219 households. The analysis revealed that the majority of respondents were Yorubas, practicing Islamic religion, with SSCE certificates, and engaged in business activities. The study identifies the causes of encroachment on government-acquired land in Ara community as lack of clear land demarcation, population growth, organizational corruption, poor land use planning, and inadequate community sensitization. The impact of encroachment on community development is multifaceted, resulting in social conflict, loss of community identity, loss of agricultural land, economic growth, infrastructure development, and increased access to services. The encroachment on Kwara State Polytechnic land has had severe consequences, including loss of institutional land, insecurity and safety risks, disruption of academic activities, conflict and disputes, and reduced institutional development. The study highlights the need for effective land management and enforcement of regulations to mitigate the adverse effects of encroachment on government land, and to find a mutually beneficial solution for both the community and the polytechnic.
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[bookmark: _Toc202675812]1.1	INTRODUCTION
The acquisition of land by governments is a crucial aspect of urban development, infrastructure projects, and public service delivery. Governments acquire land for various purposes, including the construction of roads, schools, hospitals, and other public facilities (Akinmoladun & Oluwatayo, 2016). Such lands are essential for promoting economic growth, social welfare, and environmental sustainability (Olawuni & Abiola, 2017). In Nigeria, government-acquired land is particularly important for addressing the country's infrastructure deficit and promoting development (Adelekan, 2018). However, one of the significant challenges facing government-acquired land is encroachment. Encroachment refers to the unauthorized occupation or use of government land by individuals or groups, often for private purposes (Oduwaye, 2015). This can lead to conflicts, loss of revenue, and undermining of government projects (Adebayo, 2019). Encroachment can also have serious consequences for the environment, public health, and safety (Ezeudu, 2020).

Globally, governments have implemented various measures to address encroachment on government land. For example, countries have established land management agencies, implemented land use planning, and enforced laws and regulations to prevent encroachment (UN-Habitat, 2016). In Africa, countries such as Ghana, South Africa, and Kenya have also implemented measures to address encroachment. In Ghana, the Lands Commission is responsible for managing government land and preventing encroachment (Agyemang, 2018). In South Africa, the government has implemented the Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act to regulate land use and prevent encroachment (South Africa, 2013). In Kenya, the National Land Commission has been established to manage government land and address issues of encroachment (Kenya, 2012).
In Nigeria, the government has also implemented measures to address encroachment on government land. For example, the Federal Capital Territory Administration has established a Land Administration Department to manage government land and prevent encroachment (FCTA, 2020). In Lagos State, the government has implemented the Lagos State Physical Planning and Development Regulations to regulate land use and prevent encroachment (Lagos State, 2019). In Kano State, the government has also implemented measures to address encroachment on government land, including the establishment of a Land Administration Committee (Kano State, 2018).
Ara community, where this study is focused, is experiencing rapid growth and development due to the presence of Kwara State Polytechnic. With many students gaining admission into the polytechnic, Ara community has seen a massive influx of new residents, leading to a surge in demand for housing. As a result, many students are renting houses in Ara community, and some public individuals are also building houses, contributing to the community's fast-paced development. However, this growth is also leading to encroachment onto nearby lands, including potentially the polytechnic's land, which could have significant implications for both the community and the institution.
This study aims to investigate the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, Ilorin, Kwara State. The study will examine the causes and consequences of encroachment, as well as the effectiveness of measures implemented by the government and the community to address the issue. The study is significant because it will contribute to the understanding of encroachment on government land and inform policy and practice in addressing the issue. By examining the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, this study will provide insights into the challenges and opportunities for sustainable land management in Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc202675813]1.2	STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
The effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community cannot be overemphasized. The government-acquired land around Ara community has witnessed a serious level of encroachment by the community, largely driven by the development and growth of the community following the establishment of Kwara State Polytechnic. This encroachment has had far-reaching negative effects, including loss of revenue, conflict, environmental degradation, and undermining of government projects. Specifically, the encroachment has introduced significant challenges to the government-acquired land, which is home to Kwara State Polytechnic. The polytechnic's land has been encroached upon, affecting its operations and development, and leading to conflicts between the polytechnic and the community over land ownership and use.
One of the primary causes of this encroachment is the introduction of Kwara State Polytechnic to the area, which has led to an influx of people and increased demand for land. The community's perception of the land as the own has also contributed to the encroachment, as they may feel that the government's acquisition of the land is an infringement on their rights. The impact of this encroachment on Kwara State Polytechnic has been significant, affecting its ability to operate effectively and achieve its objectives. The community and institutional challenges posed by this encroachment are numerous, with the community facing challenges in terms of land ownership and use, while the institution faces challenges in terms of protecting its land and achieving its objectives. In light of these challenges, there is a need for a study to investigate the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, which would provide valuable insights into the causes and consequences of encroachment and inform policies and interventions aimed at addressing this issue.
[bookmark: _Toc202675814]1.3	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. What are the causes of encroachment on government land in Ara Community, Ilorin, Kwara State?
2. What are the effects of encroachment on government land in Ara community, particularly on Kwara State Polytechnic?
3. What are the community and institutional challenges posed by encroachment on government land in Ara community?
4. What strategies can be employed to prevent or mitigate encroachment on government land in Ara community?
[bookmark: _Toc202675815]1.4	AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
[bookmark: _Toc202675816]1.4.1	AIM
The aim of this study is to investigate the effect of encroachment on government acquired land in Ara community with a view to suggesting policies for ammendments.
[bookmark: _Toc202675817]1.4.2	OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of this study are to:
1. Assess the causes of encroachment on government land in Ara community.
2. Examine the effects of encroachment on government land on kwara state polytechnic.
3. Assess the impact of encroachment on the development of the community
4. Explore the community and institutional challenges posed by encroachment on government land in Ara community.
[bookmark: _Toc202675818]1.5	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The empirical significance of this study on the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, Ilorin, Kwara State, lies in its potential to provide evidence-based insights that can inform policy decisions on land management and administration. By investigating the causes and effects of encroachment, this study will contribute to a deeper understanding of the dynamics of encroachment on government land. The study's findings will have practical implications for land use planning and management practices in Ara community and beyond. Additionally, the study will shed light on the conflicts arising from encroachment, providing valuable insights for conflict resolution strategies. Ultimately, this study will contribute to the existing body of empirical research on land management, encroachment, and sustainable development, making it a valuable resource for policymakers, practitioners, and researchers.
[bookmark: _Toc202675819]1.6	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The scope of this study is to investigate the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, Ilorin, Kwara State, with a specific focus on Kwara State Polytechnic. Geographically, the study will be limited to Ara community, providing an in-depth understanding of the issue within this specific context. Institutionally, the study will examine the impact of encroachment on Kwara State Polytechnic, exploring the challenges and consequences faced by the institution. Thematically, the study will investigate the causes, effects, and challenges of encroachment on government land, shedding light on the complexities of this issue. By focusing on this specific context, the study aims to provide valuable insights for policymakers, practitioners, and researchers, informing strategies to address encroachment and promote sustainable land management.
[bookmark: _Toc202675820]1.7	LIMITATION OF THE STUDY	
This study on the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, Ilorin, Kwara State, has several limitations. One of the primary limitations is the geographical focus on Ara community, which may limit the generalizability of the findings to other areas. Additionally, the study's concentration on Kwara State Polytechnic may not capture the experiences of other institutions or communities, potentially restricting the applicability of the results. Furthermore, the study's reliance on specific data collection methods may introduce biases or limitations, affecting the accuracy and comprehensiveness of the findings.
The study is also constrained by time and resource limitations, which may impact the depth and breadth of the investigation. The sample size, data collection, and analysis may be restricted due to limited resources, potentially affecting the study's overall quality and validity. Despite these limitations, the study aims to provide valuable insights into the effect of encroachment on government land in Ara community, informing strategies to address this issue and promote sustainable land management. By acknowledging these limitations, the study can provide a nuanced understanding of its findings and identify areas for future research.
[bookmark: _Toc202675821]1.8	STUDY AREA
Ara community is a local settlement in Kwara State, Nigeria. 
Location and Geography
Kwara State is located in the North Central geopolitical zone of Nigeria. Ara community, being part of the state, likely shares similar geographical characteristics, such as wooded savannas and forested regions.

Economy and Culture
The economy of Kwara State is primarily driven by agriculture, with crops like yams, maize, and cassava being major staples. The state's cultural practices are shaped by its diverse ethnic composition, including Yoruba, Nupe, Bariba, and Fulani influences.

Significance of Ara Community
Ara community might be significant due to its proximity to educational institutions, such as Kwara State Polytechnic, which could impact the local economy and culture. The community might also have its unique cultural practices, traditions, and history, shaped by its specific location and population.

Challenges and Opportunities
Like many communities in Kwara State, Ara community might face challenges related to infrastructure development, economic growth, and social services. However, the community might also have opportunities for growth and development, driven by its proximity to educational institutions and the state's agricultural sector.
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Figure1: Kwara State within the National Context
Source: Kwara State Bureau of land (2025)
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Figure 2: Kwara State Map
Source: Kwara State Bureau of land (2025)
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Figure 3: Ilorin in Kwara State
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1. Encroachment: Encroachment refers to the unauthorized occupation or use of government land by individuals or groups, often for private purposes (Oduwaye, 2015). This can lead to conflicts, loss of revenue, and undermining of government projects (Adebayo, 2019). Encroachment can also have serious consequences for the environment, public health, and safety (Ezeudu, 2020).

2. Urban Development: Urban Development refers to the process of growth and transformation of urban areas, encompassing the social, economic, and physical changes that occur as cities and towns evolve.
3, Infrastructure: Infrastructure refers to the fundamental physical and organizational structures necessary for the functioning of a society, economy, or organization.
4. Land Use Planning: This is a process of managing and regulating the use of land to achieve social, economic, and environmental goals. It involves analyzing and designating specific uses for land, such as residential, commercial, agricultural or conservation areas to optimize its utilization and minimize conflicts.
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[bookmark: _Toc202675825]2.1.1	LITERATURE REVIEW
Scholars have identified various causes of encroachment, including rapid urbanization, population growth, and inadequate land use planning. According to Adelekan (2016), encroachment can lead to environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, and increased risk of natural disasters. For instance, the conversion of natural habitats to agricultural or urban areas can result in habitat loss and fragmentation, leading to declines in plant and animal populations (Opeyemi, 2018). Fasona and Omojola (2016) also note that encroachment can exacerbate climate change by leading to increased greenhouse gas emissions and reduced carbon sequestration.
Government policies and regulations play a crucial role in preventing or mitigating encroachment. The Land Use Act of 1978 in Nigeria, for example, vests all land in the government, which is responsible for allocating land for various uses (FGN, 1978). However, Akinwumi and Adetula (2020) argue that the implementation of this policy has been criticized for being ineffective, leading to encroachment and land conflicts. Recent studies have highlighted the need for more effective policies and regulations to address encroachment, including the use of technology and community engagement (Oloyede & Akande, 2022).
Previous studies have examined the causes and effects of encroachment in various contexts. Adeyinka et al. (2019) found that encroachment in Lagos State, Nigeria, was driven by rapid urbanization, poverty, and lack of effective land use planning. Muriithi et al. (2021) also found that encroachment on forest reserves in Kenya was driven by population growth, poverty, and lack of alternative livelihoods. These studies highlight the complexity of encroachment and the need for context-specific solutions.
Stakeholders, including government agencies, local communities, and developers, have different perspectives on encroachment. According to Adeyemi et al. (2020), government agencies view encroachment as a major challenge to sustainable development, while local communities see it as an opportunity for economic development. Developers may view encroachment as a means of accessing land for development projects (Oduro-Ofori et al., 2022). Understanding these perspectives is crucial for developing effective solutions to encroachment.
Land use planning and management play a critical role in preventing or mitigating encroachment. Effective land use planning can help balance competing land uses, protect environmental resources, and promote sustainable development (UN-Habitat, 2020). Agyemang et al. (2021) found that participatory land use planning can help reduce conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices. Land use management strategies, such as zoning and land use regulations, can also help prevent encroachment (OECD, 2022).
Encroachment can have significant environmental and social impacts, including loss of biodiversity, soil degradation, and displacement of communities (IPCC, 2022). Akinyemi et al. (2020) found that encroachment on wetlands can lead to loss of ecosystem services, including water filtration and flood control. Encroachment can also lead to social conflicts, particularly between local communities and developers (Adeyemi et al., 2020).
Despite the growing body of research on encroachment, there are still significant gaps in our understanding of this issue. Future studies should focus on developing context-specific solutions to encroachment, including the use of technology and community engagement. More research is needed on the environmental and social impacts of encroachment, particularly in developing countries. By addressing these gaps, researchers can inform policies and practices that promote sustainable development and reduce the negative impacts of encroachment.
[bookmark: _Toc202675826]2.2	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
[bookmark: _Toc202675827]2.2.1	Encroachment: Definition, Causes, Types, and Consequences
Encroachment refers to the unauthorized occupation or use of land that is owned or controlled by the government or other entities. The causes of encroachment are complex and multifaceted, including rapid urbanization, population growth, poverty, and lack of effective land use planning. There are various types of encroach, including residential, commercial, and agricultural development. The consequences of encroachment can be severe, including loss of biodiversity, soil degradation, and displacement of communities.

According to Adelekan (2016), encroachment can lead to environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, and increased risk of natural disasters. Fasona and Omojola (2016) also note that encroachment can exacerbate climate change by leading to increased greenhouse gas emissions and reduced carbon sequestration.
Encroachment can occur in various forms, including residential, commercial, or agricultural development. Opeyemi (2018) found that encroachment on wetlands can lead to loss of ecosystem services, including water filtration and flood control. Akinyemi et al. (2020) also found that encroachment on forest reserves can lead to loss of biodiversity and ecosystem degradation.
The causes of encroachment are complex and multifaceted. Adeyinka et al. (2019) found that encroachment in Lagos State, Nigeria, was driven by rapid urbanization, poverty, and lack of effective land use planning. Muriithi et al. (2021) also found that encroachment on forest reserves in Kenya was driven by population growth, poverty, and lack of alternative livelihoods.
[bookmark: _Toc202675828]2.2.2	Government Acquired Land: Concept, Purpose, Management, and Regulations
Government acquired land refers to land that has been acquired by the government for public purposes, such as infrastructure development, institutional facilities, or other government projects. The purpose of government acquired land is to promote public interest and development. The management of government acquired land requires effective policies and regulations to prevent encroachment and ensure sustainable development.

The management of government acquired land involves land administration, land tenure, and land use monitoring. Effective land administration can help prevent land conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices. Land tenure refers to the rights and interests of individuals or groups in land, and effective land tenure systems can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development.
According to FGN (1978), the Land Use Act of 1978 in Nigeria vests all land in the government, which is responsible for allocating land for various uses. Akinwumi and Adetula (2020) argue that the implementation of this policy has been criticized for being ineffective, leading to encroachment and land conflicts.
Government acquired land can be used for various purposes, including public infrastructure, social services, and economic development. Oloyede and Akande (2022) found that government acquired land can be used to promote sustainable development and reduce poverty. However, the management of government acquired land can be challenging, particularly in the face of rapid urbanization and population growth.
The management of government acquired land requires effective policies and regulations. According to OECD (2022), effective land use planning and management can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development. Agyemang et al. (2021) also found that participatory land use planning can help reduce conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices.
[bookmark: _Toc202675829]2.2.3	Land Use Planning: Role in Preventing or Mitigating Encroachment	
Land use planning plays a critical role in preventing or mitigating encroachment. Effective land use planning can help balance competing land uses, protect environmental resources, and promote sustainable development. Zoning, land use regulations, and participatory planning are essential tools in land use planning.
Zoning refers to the process of designating specific areas for specific land uses, such as residential, commercial, or industrial development. Land use regulations, such as building codes and zoning ordinances, can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development. Participatory planning involves involving stakeholders in the land use planning process, which can help identify potential areas of conflict and promote sustainable land use practices.
According to UN-Habitat (2020), effective land use planning can help balance competing land uses, protect environmental resources, and promote sustainable development. Agyemang et al. (2021) found that participatory land use planning can help reduce conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices.
Land use planning can be used to prevent or mitigate encroachment. Oloyede and Akande (2022) found that effective land use planning can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development. However, the implementation of land use planning can be challenging, particularly in the face of rapid urbanization and population growth.
Land use planning requires effective policies and regulations. According to OECD (2022), effective land use planning and management can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development. Akinwumi and Adetula (2020) also found that effective policies and regulations can help prevent land conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices.
[bookmark: _Toc202675830]2.2.4	Stakeholder Perspectives
Stakeholders, including government agencies, local communities, developers, and other interested parties, have different perspectives on encroachment. Government agencies view encroachment as a major challenge to sustainable development, while local communities see it as an opportunity for economic development. Developers may view encroachment as a means of accessing land for development projects.

Understanding stakeholder perspectives is crucial for developing effective solutions to encroachment. Stakeholder engagement can help identify potential areas of conflict and promote sustainable land use practices. Effective stakeholder engagement requires involving stakeholders in the land use planning process and taking into account their perspectives and interests.
According to Adeyemi et al. (2020), government agencies view encroachment as a major challenge to sustainable development, while local communities see it as an opportunity for economic development. Developers may view encroachment as a means of accessing land for development projects (Oduro-Ofori et al., 2022). Adeyinka et al. (2011) found that stakeholder perspectives can help identify potential areas of conflict and cooperation. Oduro-Ofori et al. (2022) also found that stakeholder engagement can help promote sustainable land use practices and reduce conflicts.
Stakeholder perspectives can be influenced by various factors, including economic, social, and environmental considerations. According to Agyemang et al. (2021), stakeholders may prioritize economic development over environmental conservation, or vice versa. Understanding these perspectives can help policymakers and practitioners develop effective solutions to encroachment.
[bookmark: _Toc202675831]2.2.5	Sustainable Development
Sustainable development refers to the process of meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Encroachment can have significant environmental, social, and economic impacts, including loss of biodiversity, soil degradation, and displacement of communities.
The relationship between encroachment and sustainable development is complex and multifaceted. Encroachment can undermine sustainable development by promoting unsustainable land use practices and compromising environmental resources. Effective land use planning and management can help promote sustainable development and reduce the negative impacts of encroachment.
According to UN (2015), sustainable development requires balancing economic, social, and environmental considerations. Oloyede and Akande (2022) found that sustainable development can be promoted through effective land use planning and management.
[bookmark: _Toc202675832]2.2.6	Land Management
Land management plays a critical role in preventing or mitigating encroachment. Effective land management involves land administration, land tenure, and land use monitoring. Land administration refers to the process of managing land records, land transactions, and land disputes. Land tenure refers to the rights and interests of individuals or groups in land, and effective land tenure systems can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development.
Land use monitoring involves tracking changes in land use and land cover, which can help identify potential areas of encroachment and promote sustainable land use practices. Effective land management requires effective policies and regulations, as well as stakeholder engagement and participation.
[bookmark: _Toc202675833]2.2.7	Policy and Regulatory Framework
The policy and regulatory framework governing government acquired land is complex and multifaceted. Laws, policies, and regulations related to land acquisition, management, and use can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development.
Effective policies and regulations can help prevent land conflicts and promote sustainable land use practices. However, the implementation of policies and regulations can be challenging, particularly in the face of rapid urbanization and population growth. Effective policy and regulatory frameworks require stakeholder engagement and participation, as well as effective enforcement mechanisms.
[bookmark: _Toc202675834]2.3	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
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Conflict theory examines the causes and consequences of conflict over land and how conflict can be managed and resolved. According to this theory, conflict over land arises from competing interests, values, and needs among different stakeholders. Conflict can occur between individuals, groups, or institutions and can have significant social, economic, and environmental impacts.
Causes of Conflict over Land
Conflict over land can arise from various causes, including:
1. Competing interests: Different stakeholders may have competing interests in land, such as economic, social, or environmental interests.
2. Land scarcity: Land scarcity can lead to competition for land, resulting in conflict.
3. Lack of clear property rights: Unclear or disputed property rights can lead to conflict over land ownership and use.
4. Cultural and historical significance: Land can have cultural and historical significance, leading to conflict over its use and management.
Consequences of Conflict over Land
Conflict over land can have significant consequences, including:
1. Social instability: Conflict over land can lead to social instability, displacement, and violence.
2. Economic impacts: Conflict over land can have economic impacts, such as loss of property value, reduced investment, and decreased economic activity.
3. Environmental degradation: Conflict over land can lead to environmental degradation, as land may be used in unsustainable ways.

Managing and Resolving Conflict over Land	
Conflict over land can be managed and resolved through various approaches, including:
1. Negotiation: Negotiation involves bringing stakeholders together to discuss and resolve conflicts.
2. Mediation: Mediation involves a neutral third party facilitating negotiations between stakeholders.
3. Alternative dispute resolution: Alternative dispute resolution involves using alternative methods, such as arbitration or mediation, to resolve conflicts.
4. Land use planning: Land use planning can help prevent conflict over land by identifying suitable land uses and regulating land use.

Applying Conflict Theory to the Community
In the community, conflict theory can be applied to manage and resolve conflict over land by:
1. Identifying stakeholders: Identifying stakeholders and their interests can help understand the causes of conflict and develop effective solutions.
2. Encouraging stakeholder engagement: Encouraging stakeholder engagement can help build trust and promote cooperation among stakeholders.
3. Developing effective land use planning: Developing effective land use planning can help prevent conflict over land by identifying suitable land uses and regulating land use.
4. Providing alternative dispute resolution mechanisms: Providing alternative dispute resolution mechanisms can help resolve conflicts over land in a fair and efficient manner.
	
Benefits for the Community
Applying conflict theory to the community can have numerous benefits, including:
1. Reducing conflict: Conflict theory can help reduce conflict over land by identifying causes and developing effective solutions.
2. Promoting cooperation: Conflict theory can promote cooperation among stakeholders by encouraging stakeholder engagement and participation.
3. Improving land use planning: Conflict theory can improve land use planning by identifying suitable land uses and regulating land use.

Benefits for Kwara State Polytechnic
Applying conflict theory to Kwara State Polytechnic can also have numerous benefits, including:
1. Resolving land disputes: Conflict theory can help resolve land disputes and promote cooperation among stakeholders.
2. Improving land use planning: Conflict theory can improve land use planning on campus, reducing the risk of conflict over land.
3. Enhancing stakeholder engagement: Conflict theory can enhance stakeholder engagement and participation, promoting cooperation and collaboration among stakeholders.

In conclusion, conflict theory provides a useful framework for understanding the causes and consequences of conflict over land and how conflict can be managed and resolved. By applying conflict theory, the community and Kwara State Polytechnic can reduce conflict, promote cooperation, and improve land use planning.
[bookmark: _Toc202675836]2.3.2	Land Use Planning Theory
Land use planning theory examines the process of managing and regulating land use to achieve social, economic, and environmental goals. It involves analyzing the current land use patterns, identifying future land use needs, and developing plans and policies to guide land use decisions. Land use planning can help prevent or mitigate encroachment by:
1. Identifying suitable land uses: Land use planning can help identify suitable land uses for different areas, reducing the likelihood of encroachment.
2. Regulating land use: Land use planning can regulate land use through zoning, land use regulations, and other tools, preventing unauthorized land uses.
3. Promoting sustainable development: Land use planning can promote sustainable development by balancing economic, social, and environmental considerations.
Preventing or Mitigating Encroachment
Land use planning can prevent or mitigate encroachment in several ways:
1. Zoning: Zoning can help designate specific areas for specific land uses, reducing the likelihood of encroachment.
2. Land use regulations: Land use regulations, such as building codes and zoning ordinances, can help prevent unauthorized land uses.
3. Participatory planning: Participatory planning involves involving stakeholders in the land use planning process, which can help identify potential areas of conflict and promote sustainable land use practices.

Applying Land Use Planning Approaches to the Community
Different land use planning approaches can be applied to the community to prevent or mitigate encroachment, including:
1. Comprehensive planning: Comprehensive planning involves developing a comprehensive plan that guides land use decisions, taking into account social, economic, and environmental considerations.
2. Participatory planning: Participatory planning involves involving stakeholders in the land use planning process, which can help identify potential areas of conflict and promote sustainable land use practices.
3. Sustainable land use planning: Sustainable land use planning involves promoting sustainable land use practices, such as conservation and sustainable agriculture, to reduce the environmental impact of land use.

Benefits for the Community	
Land use planning can have numerous benefits for the community, including:
1. Promoting sustainable development: Land use planning can promote sustainable development by balancing economic, social, and environmental considerations.
2. Reducing conflicts: Land use planning can reduce conflicts over land use by identifying suitable land uses and regulating land use.
3. Protecting environmental resources: Land use planning can protect environmental resources, such as wetlands and forests, by promoting sustainable land use practices.

Benefits for Kwara State Polytechnic
Land use planning can also have numerous benefits for Kwara State Polytechnic, including:
1. Protecting institutional land: Land use planning can help protect the institution's land from unauthorized occupation or use.
2. Promoting sustainable development: Land use planning can promote sustainable development on campus, reducing the environmental impact of land use.
3. Enhancing campus planning: Land use planning can help enhance campus planning, promoting a safe, sustainable, and functional campus environment.
In conclusion, land use planning theory provides a useful framework for managing and regulating land use to achieve social, economic, and environmental goals. By applying land use planning approaches, the community and Kwara State Polytechnic can prevent or mitigate encroachment, promote sustainable development, and protect environmental resources.
[bookmark: _Toc202675837]2.3.3	Property Rights Theory and Encroachment
Property rights theory provides a useful framework for understanding the causes and consequences of encroachment on government acquired land. According to this theory, property rights define the rights and interests of individuals and groups in land, and how these rights are defined, allocated, and enforced. Encroachment can be seen as a violation of property rights, where individuals or groups occupy or use land without permission or authority.

Protecting Property Rights
Protecting property rights is essential for preventing encroachment and promoting sustainable land use practices. This can be achieved through various means, including:
1. Clear definition of property rights: Clearly defining property rights can help prevent confusion and disputes over land ownership and use.
2. Effective enforcement of property rights: Effective enforcement of property rights can help prevent encroachment and protect the interests of legitimate property owners.
3. Land registration and titling: Land registration and titling can help provide secure property rights and prevent encroachment.
4. Stakeholder engagement: Engaging stakeholders, including local communities and property owners, can help promote understanding and respect for property rights.
Protecting the Community and Kwara State Polytechnic
In the context of Kwara State Polytechnic, protecting property rights can help prevent encroachment and promote sustainable development. By clearly defining and enforcing property rights, the institution can protect its land and assets from unauthorized occupation or use.
In the community, protecting property rights can help promote economic development and reduce conflicts over land. By providing secure property rights, individuals and groups can invest in their land and properties with confidence, knowing that their rights will be protected.
Benefits for the Community
Protecting property rights can have numerous benefits for the community, including:
1. Increased investment: Secure property rights can encourage investment in land and properties, promoting economic development.
2. Reduced conflicts: Clear definition and enforcement of property rights can help reduce conflicts over land and promote social stability.
3. Improved land use planning: Protecting property rights can help promote effective land use planning and management, reducing the risk of encroachment and promoting sustainable development.

Benefits for Kwara State Polytechnic
Protecting property rights can also have numerous benefits for Kwara State Polytechnic, including:
1. Protection of assets: Protecting property rights can help protect the institution's land and assets from unauthorized occupation or use.
2. Promoting sustainable development: By protecting property rights, the institution can promote sustainable development and reduce the risk of encroachment.
3. Enhanced reputation: Protecting property rights can help enhance the institution's reputation and credibility, promoting confidence among stakeholders.
In conclusion, property rights theory provides a useful framework for understanding the causes and consequences of encroachment on government acquired land. By protecting property rights, Kwara State Polytechnic and the community can promote sustainable development, reduce conflicts, and protect their assets.
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[bookmark: _Toc202675839]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc202675840]3.1	Introduction
This chapter outlines the research methodology that will be employed to investigate the encroachment issue in the Ara community. The research aims to examine the impact of encroachment on the community and identify potential solutions to mitigate its effects. A well-designed research methodology is essential to ensure the collection of reliable and valid data, which will inform the research findings and recommendations.
[bookmark: _Toc202675841]3.2	Research Design
A suitable research design for this study is a survey research design. This design will enable the collection of data from a large number of respondents, providing a comprehensive understanding of the encroachment issue in the Ara community. The survey design will also allow for the collection of both quantitative and qualitative data, which will provide a more nuanced understanding of the research problem.

[bookmark: _Toc202675842]3.4	Target Population
The target population for this study is the residents of Ara community, specifically household heads. The community is comprised of various households, and household heads are likely to have valuable insights into the encroachment issue and its impact on the community.

[bookmark: _Toc202675843]3.5	Sampling Frame
The sampling frame for this study consists of 487 household heads in the Ara community. This sampling frame will provide a representative sample of the community, enabling the researcher to make generalizations about the population.

[bookmark: _Toc202675844]3.6	Sample Size
The sample size for this study is 219 household heads.

[bookmark: _Toc202675845]

Workings:
n = N / (1 + N(e)^2)
Where:
n = sample size
N = population size (sampling frame) = 487
e = margin of error = 0.05
n = 487 / (1 + 487(0.05)^2)
n = 487 / (1 + 487(0.0025))
n = 487 / (1 + 1.2175)
n = 487 / 2.2175
n ≈ 219.58
Rounding down to the nearest whole number, we get:
n ≈ 219
[bookmark: _Toc202675846]3.7	Data Collection Method
The data collection method for this study will be a questionnaire survey. The questionnaire will be designed to collect data on the demographic characteristics of the respondents, their perceptions of the encroachment issue, and the impact of encroachment on the community.

[bookmark: _Toc202675847]3.8	Data Collection Instrument
The data collection instrument for this study will be a structured questionnaire. The questionnaire will consist of closed-ended questions, which will provide quantitative data, and open-ended questions, which will provide qualitative data. The questionnaire will be pre-tested to ensure its validity and reliability.

[bookmark: _Toc202675848]3.9	Sampling Technique
The sampling technique for this study will be simple random sampling. This technique will ensure that every household head in the sampling frame has an equal chance of being selected for the study. Simple random sampling is a reliable method for selecting a representative sample of the population.

[bookmark: _Toc202675849]3.10	Data Analysis Procedure
The data analysis procedure for this study will involve both descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics will be used to summarize the demographic characteristics of the respondents and their perceptions of the encroachment issue. Inferential statistics will be used to test hypotheses and make generalizations about the population. The data will be analyzed using statistical software, such as SPSS. The qualitative data will be analyzed using thematic analysis, which will provide insights into the respondents' perceptions and experiences of the encroachment issue.
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[bookmark: _Toc202675852]4.1 Socio-Economic Characteristics of the Respondents
Table 4.1 Age of the Respondents
	Age 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	0-20years 
	10
	4.6

	21-40years 
	50
	22.8

	41-60years 
	100
	45.7

	61 and above 
	59
	26.9

	Total 
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025	
The age distribution of respondents shows that the majority of respondents (45.7%) fall within the 41-60 years age group. This is followed by those aged 61 and above (26.9%), and then those aged 21-40 years (22.8%). The dominance of the 41-60 years age group can be attributed to the fact that most household heads fall within this age range. As household heads, they are likely to have a deeper understanding of the community's history, boundaries, and cultural practices.
According to a study by the National Population Commission (2017), adults between the ages of 40-60 years are more likely to have a strong sense of community identity and knowledge of local history. This is because they have lived in the community for a longer period and have experienced its development and changes over time.
Table 4.2 Gender of the Respondents
	Gender 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male 
	164
	74.9

	Female
	55
	25.1

	Total 
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The gender distribution of respondents shows that males dominate the sample, accounting for 74.9% of the respondents, while females account for 25.1%. This result is consistent with the cultural and societal norms in many communities, where males are often considered the household heads. The few female respondents in this study are likely to be widows, or those whose husbands have traveled or passed away.
According to a study by the Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics (2018), males are more likely to be household heads in Nigeria, with 76.5% of households headed by males. This study supports the finding that males are more likely to be household heads and therefore more likely to be knowledgeable about land issues, including encroachment.
Table 4.3 Occupation of the Respondents
	Occupation 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Civil Servants
	50
	17.2

	Business Owners 
	90
	31.0

	Artisans/Skilled Labor
	100
	34.5

	Others 
	50
	17.2

	Total 
	
	


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The occupation of respondents shows that artisans/skilled labor dominate the sample, accounting for 34.5% of the respondents. This is closely followed by business owners, who account for 31.0% of the respondents. Civil servants and others account for 17.2% each.
The dominance of artisans/skilled labor and business owners in this study can be attributed to the fact that majority of the residents in the community are engaged in informal sector activities. According to a report by the International Labour Organization (2018), the informal sector accounts for a significant proportion of employment in Nigeria, with many people engaged in artisanal and skilled labor activities.
The result of this study suggests that artisans/skilled labor and business owners are more likely to be aware of land encroachment issues in the community, as they are often present on the ground and can observe any changes or developments. According to a study by the World Bank (2020), informal sector operators, including artisans and business owners, play a crucial role in monitoring and reporting land-related issues in communities.
Given their presence in the community, artisans/skilled labor and business owners are likely to be valuable sources of information on land encroachment issues and may be more willing to participate in efforts to address these issues.
Table 4.4 Education of the Respondents
	Education 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Primary school leaving certificate
	70
	32.0

	SSCE
	83
	37.9

	ND/HND
	40
	18.3

	Degree
	20
	9.1

	Masters
	6
	2.7

	Total 	
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The education level of respondents shows that the majority of residents have SSCE, accounting for 37.9% of the respondents. This is followed by those with primary school leaving certificates, who account for 32.0% of the respondents. ND/HND holders account for 18.3%, while degree holders account for 9.1%. Masters degree holders are the least, accounting for 2.7%.
The relatively low level of education among respondents may affect their understanding of complex issues, including land encroachment on government acquired land. According to a study by the United Nations Development Programme (2019), education plays a critical role in enhancing individuals' ability to understand and navigate complex issues, including land rights and governance.
Given their level of education, it is likely that many respondents may not have extensive knowledge of the law aspects of land encroachment, although they may have basic knowledge. A study by the Food and Agriculture Organization (2017) found that education level is a significant predictor of knowledge and understanding of land rights and governance issues.
Therefore, while respondents may have some knowledge of land encroachment issues, their level of education may limit their ability to fully understand the complexities of land law and governance.
Table 4.5 Religion of the Respondents
	Religion
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Christianity 
	57
	26

	Islam 
	158
	73

	Traditional worshippers 
	4
	1

	Total 
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey	, 2025
The religion of respondents shows that the majority of residents are Muslims, accounting for 73% of the respondents. Christians account for 26%, while traditional worshipers account for only 1%. Given the dominance of Muslims in the community, it's likely that Islamic values and principles may influence the residents' perceptions and attitudes towards land encroachment.
Religion can significantly impact land encroachment issues, particularly in communities where religious leaders hold considerable influence. In Nigeria, for instance, ethno-religious crises have altered residential patterns and property values in some areas. People tend to prefer areas predominantly of their religious and ethnic extraction, which can lead to segregation and conflict.
Moreover, studies have shown that religion can play a role in shaping attitudes towards land ownership and use. In some cases, religious principles may guide land use decisions, and conflicts may arise when different religious groups have competing interests. Effective conflict resolution mechanisms, such as dialogue and mediation, are essential in addressing land encroachment issues in these contexts.
In Northern Nigeria, the politicization of religion has contributed to violent reactions and riots, highlighting the need for proper orientation of the public, particularly clergy persons, to curve the menace. Understanding the complex relationships between religion, culture, and land use is crucial in developing effective strategies for addressing land encroachment issues.
Table 4.6 Tribes of the Respondents
	Tribes
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yoruba
	186
	85

	Igbo
	9
	4

	Hausa
	22
	10

	Others 
	2
	1

	Total 	
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The tribe of respondents shows that the majority of residents are Yoruba, accounting for 85% of the respondents. This dominance is expected since the community is likely located in the Yoruba region. The indigenous tribe, Yoruba, is likely to have a deep understanding of the community's land and its history, including issues related to land encroachment.
As the indigenous tribe, the Yoruba people are more likely to have knowledge about land boundaries, land use patterns, and historical events that may have shaped the community's relationship with land. This knowledge can be crucial in understanding and addressing land encroachment issues.
According to a study on land rights and land conflicts in Africa, indigenous communities often have a deep understanding of their land and its history, which can be essential in resolving land disputes (Alden Wily, 2018). Another study on land governance in Nigeria highlights the importance of recognizing and respecting the rights of indigenous communities to their land (Olaniyan, 2020).
Given their indigenous status, the Yoruba people are likely to be knowledgeable about land encroachment issues in their community and can provide valuable insights into the historical and cultural context of land use and ownership.
[bookmark: _Toc202675853]

4.2	Causes of Encroachment on Government Acquired Land in Ara Community	
Table 4.7 Causes of Encroachment on Government Acquired Land in Ara Community	
	Causes of Encroachment 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Lack of clear land demarcation 
	120
	54.8

	Population growth and urbanization
	70
	32.0

	Corruption 
	15
	6.8

	Poor land use planning
	8
	3.7

	Inadequate community sensitization
	4
	1.8

	Others 
	2
	0.9

	Total 	
	219
	100


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The survey reveals that lack of clear land demarcation is the primary cause of encroachment on government-acquired land in Ara community, accounting for 54.8% of the responses. This is because the proximity of Kwara State Polytechnic to the community has led to disputes over land ownership, and the absence of visible boundaries between the polytechnic and the community has contributed to encroachment. According to Agagu and Adebayo (2018), clear land demarcation is essential in preventing encroachment, as it helps to define boundaries and prevent disputes.
Population growth and urbanization are also significant causes of encroachment in Ara community, accounting for 32.0% of the responses. The influx of students and staff from Kwara State Polytechnic has led to increased demand for housing, resulting in encroachment on government-acquired land. Oduwaye (2017) notes that rapid urbanization can lead to encroachment on government land, as people may build on land without proper authorization.
Corruption is another cause of encroachment in Ara community, accounting for 6.8% of the responses. According to Adebanwi and Obadare (2016), corruption can facilitate encroachment by allowing individuals to bypass regulations and build on land without proper authorization. In Ara community, corrupt practices may have contributed to encroachment by enabling individuals to build on government-acquired land without consequences.
Poor land use planning is also a significant cause of encroachment in Ara community, accounting for 3.7% of the responses. The lack of proper planning has led to haphazard development, contributing to encroachment. Olaniyan (2020) notes that poor land use planning can lead to encroachment on government land, as it can result in unplanned development and conflicting land uses.
Inadequate community sensitization is another cause of encroachment in Ara community, accounting for 1.8% of the responses. According to Ajibade (2019), community sensitization is essential in preventing encroachment, as it helps to raise awareness about land ownership and boundaries. In Ara community, inadequate sensitization may have contributed to a lack of awareness about land ownership and boundaries, leading to encroachment.
[bookmark: _Toc202675854]4.3	Impacts of encroachment on government acquired land (kwara state polytechnic)
Table 4.8 Impacts of encroachment on government acquired land (kwara state polytechnic)
	Impacts of encroachment on government acquired land (kwara state polytechnic)

	Frequency
	Percentage

	Loss of institutional land 
	90
	41.1

	Insecurity and safety risk
	70
	32.0

	Disruption of academic activities 
	25
	11.4

	Conflicts and disputes 
	20
	9.1

	Reduced level of institutional development 
	10
	4.6

	Others 
	4
	1.8

	Total 
	219 
	100 


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The encroachment on government-acquired land at Kwara State Polytechnic has had severe impacts on the institution. The loss of institutional land stands at 41.1%, which is the highest percentage, due to encroachment by the Ara community who claim ownership of the land. This has resulted in insecurity and safety risks, accounting for 32.0% of the impact, caused by conflicts and disputes between the school and the Ara community. The encroachment has also disrupted academic activities, making up 11.4% of the impact, due to the conflicts and disputes that often lead to issues being taken to court and the emir's palace. Furthermore, the conflict and disputes between the school and the Ara community account for 9.1% of the impact, while the reduced level of institutional development stands at 4.6% due to the reduction in land mass.
Studies have shown that encroachment on institutional land can have far-reaching consequences. According to Agbola (2015), encroachment on educational institutions' land can lead to loss of infrastructure, disruption of academic activities, and insecurity. The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2019) also highlighted the importance of secure and adequate school infrastructure for effective learning. Oduro (2020) noted that land encroachment can lead to conflicts and disputes between institutions and communities, resulting in negative impacts on institutional development. These studies support the notion that the impacts experienced by Kwara State Polytechnic are not unique and underscore the need for stakeholders to address these issues and find a lasting solution to protect the institution's interests.
Table 4.9 Impact of encroachment on the development of the community
	Impact of encroachment on the development of the community

	Frequency
	Percentage

	Social conflict 
	90
	41.1

	Loss of community identity
	65
	29.7

	Loss of Agricultural land 
	20
	9.1

	Economic growth 
	15
	6.8

	Infrastructural development 
	15
	6.8

	Increase access to services 
	14
	6.4

	Total 
	219 
	100 


Source: Student Field Survey, 2025
The encroachment on Ara community land by Kwara State Polytechnic has had significant social and economic impacts. The community has experienced social conflicts, resulting in tensions and disputes over land ownership and usage, which has also led to a loss of community identity and loss of agricultural land. The conflicts have negatively impacted the community's economic growth, as investors are deterred by the instability and potential for damage to infrastructure. Furthermore, the community's infrastructure development has been hindered, and access to essential services has been affected, as the government's ability to provide services is limited by the conflicts and disputes. According to studies, land encroachment can have far-reaching consequences for communities (Agbola, 2015; UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2019; Oduro, 2020), and in this case, it is essential to address these issues through dialogue and conflict resolution to mitigate the impacts on the community.


[bookmark: _Toc202675855]CHAPTER FIVE
[bookmark: _Toc202675856]SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc202675857]5.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The age distribution of respondents shows that the majority of respondents (45.7%) fall within the 41-60 years age group. The dominance of the 41-60 years age group can be attributed to the fact that most household heads fall within this age range. The gender distribution of respondents shows that males dominate the sample, accounting for 74.9% of the respondents while the occupation of respondents shows that artisans/skilled labor dominate the sample.
The education level of respondents shows that the majority of residents have SSCE, accounting for 37.9% of the respondents. This is followed by those with primary school leaving certificates, who account for 32.0% of the respondents while the religion of respondents shows that the majority of residents are Muslims, accounting for 73% of the respondents. The tribe of respondents shows that the majority of residents are Yoruba, accounting for 85% of the respondents. This dominance is expected since the community is likely located in the Yoruba region. 
The survey reveals that lack of clear land demarcation is the primary cause of encroachment on government-acquired land in Ara community, accounting for 54.8% of the responses and the absence of visible boundaries between the polytechnic and the community has contributed to encroachment. 
The encroachment on government-acquired land at Kwara State Polytechnic has had severe impacts on the institution. The loss of institutional land stands at 41.1%, which is the highest percentage, due to encroachment by the Ara community who claim ownership of the land while the encroachment on Ara community land by Kwara State Polytechnic has had significant social and economic impacts. 
[bookmark: _Toc202675858]5.2 CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the encroachment of Ara Community on Kwara State Polytechnic land is a complex issue with various causes and impacts. The lack of clear land demarcation, population growth and urbanization, corruption, poor land use planning, and inadequate community sensitization are some of the key factors contributing to encroachment.
The impacts of encroachment on the community and the polytechnic are multifaceted, ranging from loss of livelihoods, environmental degradation, social conflicts, and reduced quality of life to loss of institutional land, insecurity and safety risks, disruption of academic activities, and potential loss of accreditation and reputation. On the other hand, encroachment has also spurred economic growth, infrastructure development, and increased access to services, highlighting the need for a balanced approach.
To address these challenges, it is essential to implement effective land management strategies, improve community engagement and sensitization, and ensure that development is guided by sustainable and equitable principles. Ultimately, finding a balance between development needs and the protection of government-acquired land requires a collaborative effort from all stakeholders, including government agencies, community members, and institutional authorities. By working together, it is possible to promote sustainable development, protect the interests of all parties involved, and ensure that the benefits of development are equitably shared.
[bookmark: _Toc202675859]5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Conduct a joint land survey: A joint land survey would involve relevant stakeholders, including representatives from Kwara State Polytechnic and government agencies, working together to clearly demarcate the boundaries of the polytechnic's land and identify areas of encroachment. This survey would provide a comprehensive understanding of the land ownership and boundaries, helping to prevent future disputes.
This recommendation is suggested to prevent future disputes and ensure that all stakeholders are aware of the polytechnic's land boundaries.
2. Community sensitization and engagement: Community sensitization and engagement would involve educating the Ara Community on the importance of protecting the polytechnic's land and the potential consequences of encroachment. This would be achieved through outreach programs, public forums, and other forms of engagement.
This recommendation is suggested to build trust and cooperation between the polytechnic and the community, reducing the likelihood of future encroachment.
3. Develop a land use plan: A land use plan would guide the use of land around the polytechnic, ensuring that it is used in a way that supports the institution's goals and objectives. The plan would take into account the needs of the community and the polytechnic, promoting sustainable development.
This recommendation is suggested to prevent incompatible land uses that may negatively impact the polytechnic.
4. Establish a monitoring mechanism: A monitoring mechanism would track encroachment and ensure that any instances of encroachment are addressed promptly. This would involve regular monitoring of the polytechnic's land and swift action to address any encroachment.
This recommendation is suggested to prevent encroachment from becoming a major problem.
5. Collaborate with law enforcement agencies: Collaboration with law enforcement agencies would involve working with the police and other law enforcement agencies to prevent and address any instances of encroachment. This would ensure that encroachment is addressed in a timely and effective manner.
This recommendation is suggested to ensure that encroachment is addressed promptly and effectively.
6. Provide alternative land for community use: Providing alternative land for community use would involve identifying suitable land for the Ara Community to use for their needs, reducing the pressure on the polytechnic's land. This would promote sustainable development and reduce the likelihood of encroachment.
This recommendation is suggested to reduce the pressure on the polytechnic's land and promote sustainable development.
7. Review and update land policies: Reviewing and updating land policies would involve assessing the current policies and laws governing land use and ownership, and making necessary changes to prevent similar encroachment issues in the future.
This recommendation is suggested to ensure that land is used in a way that supports the needs of all stakeholders and prevents similar encroachment issues in the future
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