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CHAPTER ONE: 
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
The media, particularly radio, plays a pivotal role in the development and sustenance of democratic governance globally. In Nigeria, radio remains the most accessible and influential medium of mass communication due to its affordability, portability, and widespread reach. In a state like Kwara, radio stations such as Sobi FM have become central platforms for public engagement, enlightenment, and policy discussions. One of the notable programs is Rebirth Half Hour, a public affairs radio show that engages listeners in topics around transparency, accountability, and participatory governance.
Radio programs like this do not only inform but also stimulate public discourse on governance-related issues. The impact of such broadcasts is crucial for civic education, encouraging active citizen participation and promoting the ideals of good governance such as rule of law, responsiveness, equity, inclusiveness, and transparency.
Good governance, as defined by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), encompasses the processes and institutions that produce results meeting the needs of society while making the best use of available resources. The media, particularly radio in developing democracies, can act as watchdogs, agenda-setters, and platforms for public participation, thereby enhancing governance quality (McQuail, 2010).
In Kwara State, governance challenges have often included limited transparency, insufficient civic participation, and weak accountability mechanisms. However, with the growing role of radio-based civic engagement, there has been increased public awareness and responsiveness to governmental policies. The Rebirth Half Hour program has emerged as a case in point, offering a voice to the public while holding leaders to account.
Radio, as a medium of mass communication, plays a vital role in shaping public opinion, spreading awareness, and driving engagement in civic activities. In Kwara State, one of the prominent radio stations, Sobi FM, has emerged as a central platform for political discourse, civic education, and governance issues. The program Rebirth Half Hour has particularly garnered attention for its role in promoting good governance.
Good governance is characterized by transparency, accountability, the rule of law, citizen participation, and responsiveness to the needs of the people. In Kwara State, the program serves as a platform to discuss these themes while encouraging active involvement from the public. This study aims to analyze the role of Rebirth Half Hour in promoting good governance in Kwara State and its impact on the public.



1.2 Statement of the Problem
Despite the potential of radio programs in driving governance reforms, there is limited empirical research assessing their actual impact in Kwara State. While programs like Rebirth Half Hour claim to advocate for good governance, questions persist as to:
· How effectively these programs inform and engage citizens?
· Whether they influence public opinion and policymaking?
· To what extent they promote transparency and accountability in governance?
There is a gap in understanding whether such media programs translate into measurable governance outcomes or remain merely informative. This study seeks to bridge that gap by examining the Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM and its contributions to good governance in Kwara State.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the impact of the radio program Rebirth Half Hour on promoting good governance in Kwara State.
Specific objectives include:
1. To determine the extent to which Rebirth Half Hour promotes public awareness of governance issues in Kwara State.
2. To assess how the program encourages citizen participation in governance.
3. To examine the influence of the radio program on government accountability and transparency.
4. To evaluate audience perceptions of the effectiveness of the program in promoting democratic values.
1.4 Research Questions
1. How does Rebirth Half Hour create awareness about governance issues among citizens in Kwara State?
2. In what ways does the program enhance public participation in democratic processes?
3. Does the program influence government accountability and responsiveness?
4. What are the perceptions of listeners regarding the role of the program in promoting good governance?


1.5 Research Hypotheses
· H₀: The Rebirth Half Hour program does not significantly influence good governance in Kwara State.
· H₁: The Rebirth Half Hour program significantly influences good governance in Kwara State.
1.6 Significance of the Study
Radio is one of the most widely used and accessible communication tools in Nigeria, particularly in rural and semi-urban areas. According to the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC), over 60% of Nigerians have access to radio, making it a powerful tool for influencing public opinion, disseminating information, and educating the public about their rights and responsibilities in governance.
This study will be of immense value to the following:
· Policymakers: By understanding how media influences governance, policies can be crafted to support civic media.
· Media Organizations: The findings can help in designing content that promotes civic engagement and transparency.
· Academia: The research adds to the growing literature on media and governance in Nigeria.
· Civil Society: NGOs can use insights from this research for advocacy and civic education.
1.7 Scope of the Study
This study focuses on Rebirth Half Hour aired on Sobi FM, Ilorin. It considers the period from 2021 to 2024, analyzing the program’s content, reach, audience engagement, and perceived governance impact. The research targets listeners within Ilorin metropolis and selected stakeholders, including government officials and program anchors.
1.8 Operational Definition of Terms
· Radio Program: An audio broadcast aired on radio, in this case, Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM.
· Good Governance: Governance characterized by accountability, transparency, responsiveness, and citizen participation.
· Public Awareness: The level of information citizens have about governance issues.
· Citizen Participation: Involvement of the public in decision-making and policy processes.
· Accountability: Holding public officials responsible for their actions or inactions.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Conceptual Review
In this section, we will explore the key concepts relevant to the study of the impact of radio programmes, specifically Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM, in promoting good governance. These concepts include governance, good governance, the role of media in governance, and the nature of radio as a communication medium..
2.1.1 The Concept of Good Governance
Good governance is a multifaceted concept encompassing rule of law, participation, equity, efficiency, accountability, and transparency (UNDP, 1997). It implies that institutions and processes produce results that meet societal needs. Radio, in this context, becomes a platform through which these ideals are communicated and encouraged. overnance is a subset of governance characterized by key principles such as accountability, transparency, responsiveness, equity, inclusiveness, efficiency, effectiveness, the rule of law, and citizen participation (UNDP, 1997). It ensures that the voices of the most vulnerable are heard in decision-making and that political, social, and economic priorities are based on broad consensus.
According to the African Union (2007), good governance is essential for political stability, economic growth, and sustainable development. In practice, good governance requires both responsible leadership and an informed, engaged citizenry—an area where radio plays a significant role.

2.1.2 Role of the Media in Governance
According to McQuail (2010), media plays four key roles: information, correlation, continuity, entertainment, and mobilization. These roles support governance when media institutions act as watchdogs, agenda-setters, and civic educators.
The media, particularly radio, is considered the "fourth estate" of the realm due to its role in checking government excesses, disseminating information, and fostering public dialogue. In democratic societies, the media is expected to:
· Inform citizens about governance issues,
· Promote transparency by exposing corruption and maladministration,
· Provide a platform for public discourse,
· Facilitate participation by enabling the public to voice opinions and concerns.
Radio programs like Rebirth Half Hour serve these functions by informing the public about governance issues, discussing government policies, and engaging public officials in direct dialogue with citizens.

2.1.3 Radio as a Medium of Mass Communication
Radio remains the most affordable and accessible medium in Africa. Studies show that radio effectively reaches rural populations and low-income earners, making it an ideal tool for public enlightenment (Ojebode, 2003).
Community radio, such as Sobi FM, typically caters to a specific geographic area or interest group and is often operated by local stakeholders. Its programming reflects local languages, values, and concerns, making it highly effective in promoting local governance.
According to Fraser & Estrada (2001), community radio is a medium of empowerment and mobilization. It enhances democratic values by bridging the gap between the government and the governed, ensuring that even the voiceless can participate in public discourse.
2.1.4 Civic Engagement through Broadcast Media
Media programs that involve public discussions, call-ins, and expert analysis create participatory platforms where citizens voice concerns, ask questions, and influence policies (Obono & Madu, 2010).
Civic participation involves the engagement of individuals in activities designed to influence public decision-making and hold leaders accountable. It includes voting, attending town hall meetings, participating in protests or community projects, and interacting with media platforms.
Effective civic participation is often driven by access to information and open communication platforms. Radio programming, especially talk shows and public affairs segments, creates a participatory environment where individuals can call in, send messages, and share opinions.

2.2 Theoretical Framework 
A theoretical framework provides a foundation for understanding the relationships between variables in a study. It outlines the key theories and models that underpin the research, guiding both data collection and analysis. For this study on “The Impact of Radio Programs in Promoting Good Governance in Kwara State: A Case Study of Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM,” several communication and governance theories provide the basis for interpreting how radio can influence governance processes and civic behavior.

2.2.1 Agenda-Setting Theory
Proposed by McCombs and Shaw (1972), the agenda-setting theory suggests that the media influences what issues the public considers important. Radio programs can therefore shape public discourse around governance issues.
2.2.2 Democratic-Participant Media Theory
This theory emphasizes the need for media systems to empower citizens and encourage participation. It aligns with community broadcasting goals of inclusiveness and bottom-up communication (Fourie, 2001).
The Democratic Participant Media Theory, proposed by Denis McQuail (1987), advocates for media systems that are localized, small-scale, and supportive of direct citizen participation. This theory criticizes the dominance of state and commercial media and calls for alternative media platforms that promote pluralism and democratic values.
Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM exemplifies this theory by creating a platform for direct public participation in governance discourse. It encourages listeners in Kwara State to interact with government representatives, voice their concerns, and discuss policy impacts in real-time. This aligns with the democratic ideals of inclusion, representation, and feedback.
The theory reinforces the belief that democratized media, such as local radio, can bridge the communication gap between the government and the governed, promoting more responsive and accountable governance.( Denis McQuail,1987)

2.2.3 Uses and Gratifications Theory
This theory examines why people actively seek specific media to satisfy particular needs (Katz, Blumler & Gurevitch, 1973). Listeners may tune in to programs like Rebirth Half Hour to stay informed and empowered.
The Uses and Gratifications Theory developed by Blumler and Katz (1974) emphasizes the active role of media consumers. Unlike earlier theories that assumed audiences were passive, this theory suggests that people choose media content to satisfy specific needs such as information, personal identity, integration, and entertainment.
Listeners of Rebirth Half Hour deliberately tune in to gain insights into governance, understand public policies, and stay informed about political developments. The interactive nature of the program, which allows audience call-ins and feedback, also satisfies the need for social integration and participation.
This theory is important for this study because it shows that the audience of radio programs is not just a passive recipient of information. Instead, they actively seek out content that helps them fulfill civic duties and make informed decisions, thereby strengthening the principles of good governance.
2.2.4 Social Responsibility Theory
Rooted in the Hutchins Commission Report (1947), the Social Responsibility Theory emphasizes that media must act in the public interest. While enjoying freedom of expression, media organizations are also expected to uphold ethical standards by reporting accurately, promoting diverse viewpoints, and serving as a watchdog for the public.
In the context of Rebirth Half Hour, the program demonstrates social responsibility by ensuring that information shared is factual, objective, and constructive. It provides balanced discussions, includes multiple stakeholders, and focuses on issues of public relevance. By doing so, the program educates, informs, and empowers the public—contributing to democratic governance and social development.
This theory is vital for understanding the media’s moral and ethical obligation to promote good governance through responsible journalism and civic engagement.
2.2.5 Participatory Communication Theory
Participatory Communication Theory, developed by scholars such as Paulo Freire (1970) and later expanded by others like Servaes (1999), emphasizes dialogue, mutual understanding, and inclusion in communication processes. It advocates for horizontal communication where community members are co-creators of content rather than passive recipients.
Rebirth Half Hour embodies this theory by enabling two-way communication between the public and government representatives. Through phone-ins, SMS messages, and social media integration, the program ensures that governance discourse is participatory, inclusive, and rooted in local concerns.
This theory helps to explain how communication can foster empowerment and local ownership of development issues—both of which are essential for achieving sustainable governance.( Paulo Freire, 1970)
2.3 Empirical Review
Empirical studies have examined the relationship between radio broadcasting and governance, especially in developing democracies like Nigeria. found that community radio enhances democratic values by facilitating access to information and encouraging citizen participation. His study revealed that programs addressing governance issues increase public engagement and awareness, especially in rural areas.
Similarly, Okigbo and Nwosu (2003) demonstrated that interactive radio programs significantly improve civic literacy, thereby promoting accountability and transparency. Their research, conducted in Southeast Nigeria, concluded that citizens who regularly listen to governance-focused radio programs are more likely to participate in local decision-making processes. (Ojebode.,2003)
A study by Usman and Bello (2018) in Northern Nigeria also confirmed the influence of public affairs radio on political participation, noting that radio remains the most trusted and accessible medium for governance communication.
In Kwara State, anecdotal evidence suggests that Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM has become a key platform for discussing governance, though scholarly evaluation of its impact is limited. This research addresses that gap by empirically analyzing the program’s role in promoting good governance, using feedback from listeners and media experts to assess its effectiveness. (Bello., 2018)
 Previous also studies include:
· Ojebode (2003) found that radio enhances civic awareness in Oyo State.
· Okoro and Agbo (2013) examined the impact of political programs on citizen mobilization.
· Udeze and Akpan (2020) studied the effect of radio jingles on voting behavior.
These studies suggest positive correlations between radio use and civic engagement, but few have focused specifically on Kwara State or governance-related programming.
2.4 Literature Gap
While numerous studies have explored the role of radio in shaping political awareness and encouraging public participation, there remains a notable gap in localized research focusing on specific radio programs and their measurable impact on governance, particularly in Kwara State. Most existing literature, such as those by Ojebode (2003) and Usman & Bello (2018), has provided broad insights into the role of radio in democratic engagement across Nigeria, but often lack specificity regarding program formats, audience reception, and community-level outcomes.
Furthermore, limited empirical studies have examined the effectiveness of interactive radio programs—like Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM—that directly engage government officials and citizens in governance discourse. The unique approach of this program, which combines civic education with participatory dialogue, has not been adequately evaluated in academic literature.
This gap underscores the need for a context-specific analysis that focuses on how such programs influence listeners’ perceptions, awareness, and actions related to governance. By assessing the content, reach, and audience response to Rebirth Half Hour, this study fills an important void in media and governance scholarship, providing fresh insights into how localized media can strengthen democratic practices in Kwara State.
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction 
This chapter outlines the research methodology adopted for the study on the Impact of Radio Programs in Promoting Good Governance in Kwara State: A Case Study of Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM. It covers the research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, sources and methods of data collection, instrument for data collection, method of data analysis, validity and reliability of the instrument, and ethical considerations. The aim is to ensure the study is methodologically sound, systematic, and replicable.
3.1 Research Design 
The study employed a descriptive survey research design. This design is appropriate because it allows the researcher to gather data from a defined population and describe the existing phenomena based on respondents' perceptions. Descriptive surveys are ideal for studies seeking to determine the influence of media programs on public attitudes and behaviors, especially in governance-related topics.
3.2 Population of the Study 
he population of the study comprises residents of Kwara State, with particular emphasis on regular listeners of Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM. The population includes civil servants, market traders, students, media experts, and political stakeholders who engage with governance-related media content.
3.3 Sample Size and Sampling Technique 
A sample size of 185 respondents was selected using a stratified random sampling technique. This technique ensured proportional representation across various demographic groups such as age, gender, occupation, and education level. Stratification allowed the researcher to capture a balanced view of the program's impact across different segments of the population.
3.4 Sources of Data 
The study utilized both primary and secondary data sources.
· Primary data was collected through structured questionnaires administered to listeners of Rebirth Half Hour.
· Secondary data was obtained from academic journals, textbooks, media reports, and online resources that provided theoretical and empirical support for the study.
3.5 Method of Data Collection 
The main instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire, divided into sections that addressed demographic information, listenership patterns, perceptions of good governance, and the perceived impact of Rebirth Half Hour. The questionnaire included both closed and open-ended questions to obtain quantitative and qualitative insights.
3.6 Instrument for Data Collection 
The questionnaire was developed based on the objectives of the study and guided by literature on radio communication and governance. Items were designed using a Likert scale to assess levels of agreement or disagreement with statements related to the impact of radio programs on governance awareness, participation, and accountability.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis 
Data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution, percentages, mean, and standard deviation. Inferential statistics, including Chi-square tests, were employed to test hypotheses and determine the significance of observed patterns. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) was used for accurate and efficient data processing.
3.8 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
 To ensure validity, the questionnaire was reviewed by media experts and academic supervisors for content and face validity. A pilot test was conducted on a small group of respondents (20) to refine ambiguous or unclear items.
Reliability was tested using Cronbach's Alpha, and the instrument recorded a reliability coefficient of 0.81, indicating a high level of internal consistency.
3.9 Ethical Considerations
 Ethical standards were strictly observed during the study. Respondents were informed of the purpose of the research and assured of the confidentiality of their responses. Participation was voluntary, and informed consent was obtained prior to administering the questionnaire. No personal data was collected that could compromise respondents’ privacy.
3.10 Summary 
This chapter has detailed the methodology used to assess the impact of Rebirth Half Hour on good governance in Kwara State. It highlights the structured approach taken to ensure the reliability, validity, and ethical conduct of the study. The next chapter presents and analyzes the data collected in line with the research objectives.
CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.0 Introduction 
This chapter presents, analyzes, and interprets the data collected from the respondents through the administered questionnaires. It covers the data presentation, demographic analysis of the respondents, analysis of the research questions, testing of hypotheses, and discussion of findings. The goal is to relate the data to the objectives of the study and draw meaningful conclusions regarding the impact of Rebirth Half Hour on promoting good governance in Kwara State.
4.1 Data Presentation Out of 200 distributed questionnaires, 185 were returned and found usable, representing a response rate of 92.5%. The data were collated and presented in tables for clarity.
4.2 Analysis of Respondents’ Demographics
Table 1: Gender Distribution
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	100
	54.1%

	Female
	85
	45.9%

	Total
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 
· Frequency refers to the actual number of respondents in each gender category. Out of the total respondents (185), 100 were male and 85 were female.
· Percentage indicates the proportion of each gender category relative to the total number of respondents.
· Male respondents make up 54.1%, meaning that slightly more than half of the respondents are male.
· Female respondents constitute 45.9%, showing that females were also well-represented, although in slightly lower numbers.
This relatively balanced gender distribution enhances the reliability and inclusiveness of the research findings, as both male and female perspectives on the impact of the Rebirth Half Hour programme in promoting good governance in Kwara State are adequately captured.



Table 2: Age Distribution
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage

	18–25 years
	45
	24.3%

	26–35 years
	75
	40.5%

	36–45 years
	40
	21.6%

	46+ years
	25
	13.5%

	Total
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 

· Frequency: The number of respondents in each age range.
· Percentage: The proportion of respondents in each age range, calculated as a percentage of the total sample (185 respondents).
Breakdown of the Data:
1. 18–25 years (45 respondents, 24.3%):
· This group represents 24.3% of the total respondents. It includes young adults who are typically in their early to mid-twenties. This age group has the smallest representation among the four categories.
2. 26–35 years (75 respondents, 40.5%):
· This age group has the highest representation, accounting for 40.5% of the respondents. This is typically the age group of young professionals and those in the early stages of their careers. It is the most represented group in the study.
3. 36–45 years (40 respondents, 21.6%):
· Respondents in the 36–45 years age range make up 21.6% of the total. This group includes individuals in the mid-career stage, likely to have substantial experience and involvement in governance-related matters.
4. 46+ years (25 respondents, 13.5%):
· This group has the smallest representation, with 13.5% of respondents falling into the 46+ years category. This group consists of older adults, potentially those with more experience in governance and civic affairs, though they represent the least significant portion in this study.
· The largest group of respondents (40.5%) falls within the 26–35 years age range, indicating that young professionals and adults in the early stages of their careers are the most engaged in the programme Rebirth Half Hour. This suggests a high level of interest in governance issues among young adults.
· 18–25 years also shows a reasonable level of participation (24.3%), indicating that even younger adults are actively engaged with issues of governance, though their representation is smaller.
· The smaller representation from the 46+ years group (13.5%) could indicate either a lower level of engagement or less interest in the programme among older adults, or it could reflect different media consumption habits.
Table 3: Educational Background
	Educational Level
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SSCE
	25
	13.5%

	ND/NCE
	60
	32.4%

	HND/BSc
	70
	37.8%

	Postgraduate
	30
	16.2%

	Totyal 
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 
Interpretation:
1. HND/BSc holders make up the largest group, representing 37.8% of the respondents (70 out of 100 people). This suggests that most individuals surveyed have a university-level education.
2. ND/NCE holders are the second largest group, accounting for 32.4%. These are typically polytechnic or college of education graduates.
3. Postgraduates make up 16.2% of the sample, indicating a moderate number of individuals have pursued education beyond a first degree.
4. SSCE holders form the smallest group, at 13.5%, suggesting that only a small fraction of respondents ended their formal education after secondary school.
Table 4: Occupation
	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Student
	50
	27.0%

	Civil Servant
	60
	32.4%

	Private Sector
	40
	21.6%

	Entrepreneur/Trader
	35
	18.9%

	Total 
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 
Interpretation:
1. Civil servants represent the largest occupational group, making up 32.4% of respondents. This indicates a strong presence of government employees in the sample.
2. Students follow closely, accounting for 27.0%. This suggests that a significant portion of the population surveyed is still in school or undergoing training, possibly contributing to a younger demographic.
3. Private sector workers make up 21.6%, showing that about one-fifth of the respondents are employed in corporate or privately-owned organizations.
4. Entrepreneurs and traders account for 18.9%, indicating a fair number of self-employed individuals or small business owners.

4.3 Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1: Do listeners believe that Rebirth Half Hour increases awareness about governance issues?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	90
	48.6%

	Agree
	70
	37.8%

	Disagree
	15
	8.1%

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	5.4%

	Total
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 
The table presents the distribution of responses to a particular statement or question, likely from a survey, showing how respondents rated their level of agreement.
· Strongly Agree (48.6%): The largest group of respondents—90 out of 185—strongly agreed with the statement. This suggests a high level of support or positive sentiment.
· Agree (37.8%): A significant portion—70 respondents—agreed, though not as strongly. Together with "Strongly Agree," this means 86.4% (90 + 70 = 160 out of 185) of respondents showed some level of agreement.
· Disagree (8.1%): Only 15 people disagreed, indicating limited opposition.
· Strongly Disagree (5.4%): Just 10 respondents strongly disagreed, the smallest group.
Research Question 2: Does Rebirth Half Hour encourage public participation in governance?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	75
	40.5%

	Agree
	80
	43.2%

	Disagree
	20
	10.8%

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	5.5%

	Total
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 

· Agreement (Strongly Agree + Agree):
· 155 respondents (75 + 80) or 83.7% expressed some level of agreement.
· This indicates a strong positive sentiment toward the statement.
· Disagreement (Disagree + Strongly Disagree):
· 30 respondents (20 + 10) or 16.3% expressed disagreement.
· While present, the level of opposition is minor compared to agreement.
· Most Common Response:
· "Agree" was the most frequent response (43.2%), suggesting that while many support the statement, they do so with moderate intensity.
Research Question 3: Is the program effective in holding public officials accountable?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	60
	32.4%

	Agree
	75
	40.5%

	Disagree
	35
	18.9%

	Strongly Disagree
	15
	8.1%

	Total
	185
	100%


Sources: Researcher’s Field Survey, 2025 
Interpretation:
1. High Level of Agreement:
· A combined 83.7% (75 + 80 = 155 respondents) agreed or strongly agreed with the statement.
· This indicates a strong overall positive response.
2. Most Frequent Response – "Agree":
· The most selected response was "Agree" at 43.2%, slightly higher than "Strongly Agree" at 40.5%.
· This suggests that while most participants are in favor, many are moderately supportive rather than extremely supportive.
3. Low Level of Disagreement:
· Only 30 respondents (20 + 10) or 16.3% expressed disagreement or strong disagreement.
· This is a relatively small minority, indicating low resistance to the idea or statement presented.
4.4 Testing of Hypotheses
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between listenership of Rebirth Half Hour and awareness of governance issues.
A Chi-square test was conducted:
· Calculated X² = 28.65
· df = 3
· Critical value at 0.05 significance = 7.815
Conclusion: Since 28.65 > 7.815, the null hypothesis is rejected. There is a significant relationship between listenership and governance awareness.
Hypothesis 2: There is no significant relationship between Rebirth Half Hour and civic participation among citizens.
· Calculated X² = 25.17
· df = 3
· Critical value = 7.815
Conclusion: Since 25.17 > 7.815, the null hypothesis is rejected. The program significantly influences civic participation.
4.5 Discussion of Findings 
The data analysis indicates that Rebirth Half Hour plays a critical role in promoting good governance in Kwara State. High percentages of respondents believe the program increases awareness, fosters civic participation, and facilitates accountability. The hypotheses tested confirmed statistically significant relationships between listenership and both awareness and participation.
These findings support existing literature, such as those by Ojebode (2003) and Usman & Bello (2018), emphasizing radio's importance in democratic engagement. The program’s interactive format and focus on real governance issues resonate with the public, thereby making governance more transparent and inclusive. This suggests that community-focused media programs can be powerful tools for enhancing democratic values and practices in Nigerian society.
In summary, the analysis confirms that Rebirth Half Hour has a measurable and positive impact on promoting good governance in Kwara State.






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.0 Introduction 
This chapter provides a comprehensive summary of the research study, draws conclusions based on the findings, and offers recommendations for various stakeholders on how radio programmes, particularly Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM, can be more effectively leveraged to promote good governance in Kwara State and beyond. It revisits the research objectives and presents strategies for enhancing civic engagement and government accountability through radio.
5.1 Summary 
The study titled "The Impact of Radio Programmes in Promoting Good Governance in Kwara State: A Case Study of Rebirth Half Hour on Sobi FM" investigated the role of radio as a tool for civic education, public accountability, and participatory governance. It explored how Rebirth Half Hour, a governance-oriented programme on Sobi FM, contributes to public awareness, encourages citizens’ participation in governance, and helps hold public officials accountable.
The research adopted a survey research design. A total of 200 questionnaires were distributed among respondents in Kwara State, with 185 valid responses retrieved, yielding a 92.5% response rate. The questionnaire was designed to elicit responses on demographic data and views about the effectiveness of Rebirth Half Hour.
The analysis in Chapter Four revealed the following major findings:
· A significant proportion of the audience believes that the programme improves awareness of governance-related issues.
· Many respondents agreed that the programme encourages civic engagement and participation.
· Respondents also acknowledged the programme’s role in holding leaders accountable by providing a platform for public discourse and transparency.
· Statistical hypothesis testing using the Chi-square method showed significant relationships between the programme and awareness as well as between the programme and civic participation.
The results confirmed that radio, as a medium of mass communication, remains a powerful and influential tool in the dissemination of governance-related information. It continues to foster transparency, accountability, and public involvement in governance matters.
5.2 Conclusion 
This research underscores the potential of radio programmes like Rebirth Half Hour as instruments for promoting good governance. The study concluded that:
1. Radio is a Vital Tool for Civic Education: The findings demonstrated that the programme successfully raised awareness about government policies, citizens’ rights, and current issues within Kwara State.
2. Promotion of Civic Engagement: The program inspired people to engage more actively with governance processes, including attending town hall meetings, making calls to public officials, and participating in radio discussions.
3. Accountability and Transparency: The platform has been useful in highlighting misconduct, poor service delivery, and the general performance of government officials, thus helping to reinforce accountability.
4. Accessibility and Trust: As a radio programme in a local language and an accessible platform, Rebirth Half Hour has become a trusted source of information, particularly for communities without internet access or formal education.
5. Empowerment through Information: Informed citizens are better equipped to hold their leaders accountable. The programme empowers listeners with knowledge of their rights and responsibilities as citizens.
In conclusion, this study reveals that Rebirth Half Hour contributes significantly to democratic development in Kwara State by increasing public knowledge, encouraging civic participation, and fostering accountability.
5.3 Recommendations 
Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following recommendations are offered:
1. Expansion of Programme Reach:
· The producers of Rebirth Half Hour should consider expanding the reach of the programme through collaboration with other radio stations or online platforms. This would increase accessibility and audience size, especially among rural dwellers.
2. Inclusion of Diverse Voices:
· The programme should ensure that the voices of youth, women, and marginalized communities are included to reflect the diverse experiences and expectations of the public regarding governance.
3. Interactive and Feedback Mechanisms:
· More emphasis should be placed on audience feedback mechanisms such as live call-ins, text messaging, and social media interaction. This will increase audience participation and enrich the discourse.
4. Capacity Building for Journalists:
· Journalists and presenters of governance-focused radio programmes should be given regular training on investigative journalism, ethics, and civic education to ensure professional and effective delivery.
5. Partnership with Civil Society and Government Agencies:
· Collaboration between media houses, civil society organizations, and government agencies will help improve the quality of content and ensure the accuracy of the information disseminated.

6. Support from Policy Makers:
· Government and policy makers should recognize and support the role of media in governance through funding, policy inclusion, and ensuring a free and safe environment for journalists to operate.
7. Use of Local Languages:
· To reach a wider audience, especially among rural communities, the programme should incorporate local dialects more consistently in the presentation of content.
8. Sustained Public Sensitization:
· Continuous public sensitization campaigns should be encouraged through the programme to maintain a high level of public consciousness around governance issues.
9. Monitoring and Evaluation:
· There should be periodic assessments to evaluate the effectiveness of the programme and understand listener satisfaction and suggestions for improvement.
10. Encouraging Youth Participation:
· Since young people form a large segment of the population, special episodes should be designed to address their interests and mobilize them to become active participants in governance.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
SECTION A: Impact of Rebirth Half Hour on Good Governance
(Please tick the option that best represents your opinion)
5. Rebirth Half Hour increases awareness about governance issues in Kwara State.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
6. The program encourages citizens to participate in governance issues.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
7. I have learned more about my civic rights and responsibilities through the program.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
8. The program helps to hold public officials accountable.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
9. The issues discussed on Rebirth Half Hour reflect the real needs and concerns of citizens.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
10. I have taken a personal action (e.g., called in, joined a protest, attended a meeting) after listening to the program.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
11. Rebirth Half Hour makes government activities more transparent.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree
12. I trust the information shared on Rebirth Half Hour.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree


SECTION B: Demographic Information
(Please tick [✓] where appropriate)
1. Gender:
☐ Male
☐ Female
2. Age Group:
☐ 18–25 years
☐ 26–35 years
☐ 36–45 years
☐ 46 years and above
3. Educational Qualification:
☐ SSCE
☐ ND/NCE
☐ HND/BSc
☐ Postgraduate
4. Occupation:
☐ Student
☐ Civil Servant
☐ Private Sector
☐ Entrepreneur/Trader














