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Abstract
Street trading is a widespread informal economic activity in many Nigerian cities, providing vital livelihood opportunities for a large segment of the urban population, especially women and youth. Despite its socio-economic importance, street trading often occupies public spaces such as sidewalks, road shoulders, and parts of carriageways, resulting in significant urban challenges including traffic congestion, reduced road safety, and environmental degradation. This study investigates the impact of street trading on traffic flow along two major roads—Ipata and Oja Oba—in Ilorin, Nigeria. The research aims to assess the spatial distribution and characteristics of street trading activities, analyze their effects on vehicular movement and traffic congestion, identify the factors contributing to the proliferation of street trading, and propose recommendations to enhance traffic flow and urban mobility. A mixed-methods approach was employed, involving surveys of 50 street traders and 100 commuters, alongside direct traffic observations and secondary data review. The survey instrument was structured to capture demographic information, trading patterns, perceptions of traffic impact, and infrastructural needs. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, cross-tabulations, and qualitative content analysis to provide a comprehensive understanding of the problem.
Findings reveal that street trading is predominantly conducted by young, economically active individuals with low to moderate educational backgrounds. Traders cluster mainly around high-traffic nodes such as market entrances, bus stops, and major junctions, maximizing customer access but simultaneously encroaching on vital road space. This occupation leads to a substantial reduction in the effective width of the carriageway, causing bottlenecks and traffic delays, especially during peak hours. Commuters reported average travel delays of 15 to 30 minutes in areas heavily affected by street trading, highlighting the detrimental effect on urban mobility and daily productivity.
Several socio-economic factors drive the persistence of street trading, including high unemployment rates, rural-urban migration, and limited formal sector job opportunities. Additionally, inadequate enforcement of urban planning regulations and absence of designated trading zones exacerbate the problem, allowing informal traders to operate with little oversight. This situation not only impairs traffic flow but also compromises pedestrian safety, with many pedestrians forced onto the road due to occupied sidewalks, increasing the risk of accidents. Infrastructure development priorities identified by respondents emphasized the urgent need for modern market facilities, improved road design incorporating pedestrian walkways and parking spaces, and better public transport stops. These interventions are seen as essential to creating an environment that supports both the livelihoods of street traders and the efficient movement of traffic.
The study underscores the importance of integrated urban planning and policy frameworks that recognize the socio-economic realities of informal trading while mitigating its negative externalities. Recommendations include the creation of designated trading areas, enforcement of existing regulations, infrastructural upgrades, and livelihood support programs for traders to promote their gradual formalization. In conclusion, addressing the impact of street trading on traffic flow along Ipata and Oja Oba roads requires a balanced approach that harmonizes economic activity with urban mobility and safety objectives. This study contributes to the broader discourse on urban informality and transportation planning in Nigerian cities, offering practical insights for policymakers, urban planners, and transport authorities.



	CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
1.2 Street trading, a prevalent feature in many Nigerian cities, serves as a significant source of livelihood for a substantial portion of the urban population. Particularly in areas with limited formal employment opportunities, individuals (especially women and youth) engage in the sale of various goods ranging from food items to clothing and household products. The informal nature of street trading allows for flexibility and low entry barriers, making it an accessible means of income generation for many urban dwellers (Giwa, 2018).
However, the unregulated expansion of street trading activities has led to the occupation of sidewalks, road shoulders, and even parts of the carriageway, thereby impeding the free flow of traffic. In cities like Lagos, studies have shown that street trading contributes to traffic congestion, delays, and increased travel times. Traders often display their goods along sensitive and busy routes, leading to several effects on the efficient movement of people and goods, including longer trip durations, increased risk of accidents, and pollution caused by noise generated by advertisement and traffic diversion (Giwa, 2018).  Similar patterns are observable in Ilorin, where the Ipata and Oja Oba roads experience significant traffic disruptions due to the presence of street traders. These roads are critical arteries within the city's transportation network, facilitating the movement of people and goods. The proliferation of street traders along these routes has raised concerns about their impact on traffic flow and overall urban mobility.
The challenges posed by street trading are multifaceted. Beyond traffic congestion, there are concerns about pedestrian safety, as traders often occupy walkways, forcing pedestrians to share the road with vehicles. Additionally, the accumulation of waste from trading activities contributes to environmental pollution and can obstruct drainage systems, exacerbating flooding during the rainy season (Egbuna & Alom, 2024). 
Furthermore, the lack of designated trading zones and inadequate enforcement of urban planning regulations have allowed street trading to flourish unchecked. This situation not only hampers traffic flow but also undermines efforts to maintain order and cleanliness in the urban environment. The encroachment on roadways by traders reduces the effective width of the carriageway, leading to bottlenecks and increased travel times for motorists.
Despite the evident challenges, there is a paucity of empirical studies focusing specifically on the impact of street trading on traffic flow in Ilorin. Most existing research has concentrated on larger cities like Lagos and Abuja, leaving a gap in the literature regarding smaller urban centers. Addressing this gap is essential for developing targeted interventions to improve urban mobility and the livelihoods of street traders. Therefore, there is a need for comprehensive studies to assess the impact of street trading on traffic flow, particularly in cities like Ilorin, to inform policy decisions and urban planning strategies aimed at balancing economic activities with efficient transportation systems.
1.3 Statement of the Problem
1.4 The persistent traffic congestion along Ipata and Oja Oba roads in Ilorin has become a source of frustration for commuters, transport operators, and city authorities. These roads serve as key corridors for daily movement and commercial activities in Ilorin, yet their functionality is increasingly compromised by street trading. While several factors such as poor road design, inadequate traffic management, and increased vehicle ownership contribute to traffic delays, the role of street trading in exacerbating these issues cannot be overlooked (Aderamo & Atomode, 2012; Giwa, 2018; Olorunnimbe, 2021). The occupation of road spaces by traders reduces the effective width of the carriageway, leading to bottlenecks and increased travel times for road users. As traffic builds up, delays affect not only the flow of vehicles but also emergency services, public transportation, and commercial deliveries, ultimately impeding urban productivity (Egbuna & Alom, 2024; Uzondu & Ebie, 2020).
Moreover, the lack of designated trading zones and inadequate enforcement of urban planning regulations have allowed street trading to flourish unchecked (Agbiboa, 2016; Giwa, 2018; Oduwaye, 2013). This situation not only hampers traffic flow but also undermines efforts to maintain order and cleanliness in the urban environment. The continuous encroachment of traders into road reserves and pedestrian walkways reflects both the socioeconomic need for informal economic opportunities and the institutional weakness in urban governance. This situation not only hampers traffic flow but also undermines efforts to maintain order and cleanliness in the urban environment. Overflowing waste from trading sites often leads to blocked drainage systems, contributing to localized flooding and environmental degradation, particularly during the rainy season (Egbuna & Alom, 2024).
Empirical studies conducted in other Nigerian cities provide evidence of the direct impact of street trading on traffic congestion. For instance, Giwa (2018) found that street trading at Igando Bus Stop in Lagos significantly impeded vehicular flow and contributed to daily gridlocks. In the study, it was observed that traders occupied over 30% of the road space, and this encroachment resulted in drivers maneuvering dangerously close to pedestrian paths, increasing the risk of accidents. Similarly, a study by Olorunnimbe (2021) in Mowe, Ogun State, demonstrated a correlation between the volume of roadside trading and traffic flow interruptions. The study concluded that the closer traders are to the vehicular right of way, the more intense the congestion, particularly during peak hours.
Despite these findings, there is a paucity of empirical research specifically examining the case of Ilorin. While some works have explored general traffic conditions or the informal economy in the city, few have directly addressed the intersection of street trading and urban traffic dynamics, particularly in the context of roads like Ipata and Oja Oba that serve as major trading and transit hubs. This knowledge gap limits the capacity of policymakers and urban planners to devise location-specific strategies for mitigating congestion and organizing informal trade. Therefore, this study seeks to fill the gap by conducting a localized assessment of how street trading activities impact traffic flow in these key areas of Ilorin. The findings are expected to inform more inclusive and practical urban transportation and land-use policies, balancing economic sustenance for street traders with the need for safe, efficient mobility.
1.3	Research Questions
In line with the objectives, the study seeks to answer the following research questions:
What is the nature and extent of street trading activities along Ipata and Oja Oba roads?
How does street trading affect traffic flow and congestion on these roads?
What are the underlying factors that encourage street trading in the study area?
What strategies can be implemented to regulate street trading and improve traffic conditions?
1.5 Aim and Objectives of the Study
1.6 The aim of this study is to assess the impact of street trading on traffic flow along Ipata and Oja Oba roads in Ilorin with a view to promote effective vehicular and pedestrian mobility.
The specific objectives are:
To examine the spatial distribution and characteristics of street trading activities along the selected roads.
To analyze the effects of street trading on vehicular movement and traffic congestion.
To identify the factors contributing to the proliferation of street trading in the study area.
To propose recommendations for managing street trading to enhance traffic flow and urban mobility.
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study holds significance for several stakeholders, including urban planners, transport authorities, policymakers, and the general public. By providing empirical data on the relationship between street trading and traffic flow, the research will inform the development of evidence-based policies and interventions aimed at balancing economic activities with efficient urban mobility. For urban planners and transport authorities, the findings will offer insights into the spatial dynamics of street trading and its implications for traffic management. Policymakers can leverage the study’s recommendations to formulate regulations that accommodate the needs of street traders while ensuring the smooth flow of traffic. Additionally, the research will contribute to the academic discourse on urban informality and transportation planning in Nigerian cities (Egbuna & Alom, 2024; Olorunnimbe, 2021).
The study Is also valuable in guiding local governments and community-based organizations in developing context-specific solutions. Often, the marginalization of street traders in urban policy discourse leads to their displacement without addressing the underlying causes of informality, such as unemployment and poverty (Okonkwo & Nwachukwu, 2020). By highlighting both the socio-economic contributions of street trading and its negative implications for traffic congestion, this study promotes a balanced and inclusive planning framework. The insights gained are expected to encourage urban policies that prioritize designated trading spaces, improved waste management, and traffic control measures, all tailored to the realities of Ilorin and similar cities.
Furthermore, this research provides a framework for comparative analysis in other growing urban areas across Nigeria. While much scholarly attention has focused on megacities, medium-sized cities like Ilorin are also experiencing rapid urbanization and the emergence of informal economies that intersect with traffic management (Akinluyi & Alabi, 2022). This study will therefore not only fill an important literature gap but also contribute to localized implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 11, which seeks to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable (UN-Habitat, 2023).
1.7 Scope of the Study
1.8 The study focuses on Ipata and Oja Oba roads in Ilorin, Kwara State. These roads were selected due to their high levels of street trading activities and their importance within the city’s transportation network. The research will involve field observations, traffic flow analysis, and interviews with relevant stakeholders, including street traders, commuters, and city officials.
1.7	Definition of Terms
Street Trading: The sale of goods and services in public spaces such as streets, sidewalks, and open areas, typically conducted by individuals or small-scale vendors.
Traffic Flow: The movement of vehicles along a roadway, influenced by factors such as road capacity, vehicle volume, and obstructions.
Urban Mobility: The ease and efficiency with which people and goods move within an urban area, encompassing various modes of transportation.


1.8	Study Area
1.8.1	Ilorin
Ilorin is the capital city of Kwara State, located in the north-central geopolitical zone of Nigeria. The city serves as a strategic link between the northern and southern parts of the country, lying approximately 306 kilometers from Lagos and 500 kilometers from Abuja. As of the most recent estimates, Ilorin has a population of over 800,000 people and is one of Nigeria’s rapidly growing urban centers (National Population Commission, 2023). Ilorin’s urban fabric is characterized by a mix of traditional architecture, emerging urban infrastructure, and increasing informal economic activities such as street trading.
The city is divided Into several administrative and planning zones, with the core traditional areas of the town being centered around the Emir’s palace and the older marketplaces. Ipata and Oja Oba are two of the most important commercial arteries in this traditional and economic nucleus of Ilorin. These areas play a vital role in the socio-economic landscape of the city but also pose significant challenges to urban mobility due to high levels of informal street trading and congestion.
1.8.2	Geographical Setting of Ilorin
Ilorin lies within the tropical savannah climatic zone, marked by distinct wet and dry seasons. The rainy season lasts from April to October, while the dry seas

