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[bookmark: _Toc205029854]Abstract
Tourism plays a pivotal role in economic growth, cultural preservation, and infrastructural development, particularly in developing nations like Nigeria. However, the sector’s performance is closely tied to the strength of supporting infrastructure, which is largely influenced by the quality and sustainability of urban planning. Despite Nigeria's rich cultural and natural tourism resources, poor urban planning and inadequate infrastructure continue to limit its tourism potential. This study examines the impact of sustainable urban planning on tourism infrastructure in Nigeria, with Kwara State serving as the case study. It assesses how strategic planning practices can enhance tourism development by improving accessibility, environmental sustainability, and the overall tourist experience. The study employs both primary and secondary data sources to analyze key tourism sites in Kwara State, such as the Esie Museum, Imoleboja Rock Shelter, Sobi Hills, and Owu Falls. Findings reveal that weak integration of tourism in urban planning policies, infrastructural deficits, and poor stakeholder collaboration are key barriers to sustainable tourism development. The study recommends strengthening planning institutions, aligning tourism development with environmental planning, and increasing investment in tourism-supportive infrastructure. The research contributes to the growing discourse on how sustainable urban planning can serve as a catalyst for unlocking Nigeria's tourism potential at both state and national levels.

Findings for Abstract:
The study discovered thattourism infrastructure in Kwara State is largely underdeveloped, suffering from poor road access, lack of modern amenities, weak policy implementation, and minimal stakeholder collaboration. Quantitative analysisshowed thatsustainable urban planning has a statistically significant and positive influence on tourism infrastructure quality, evidenced by a Pearson’s correlation of 0.52 and a chi-square significance (p = 0.014). Additionally, qualitative feedback from stakeholders highlighted poor coordination amongplanning authorities, limited government funding, and environmental neglect as major hindrances.
However, the findings also show that inclusion of tourism into the state’s master plan, use of environmental impact assessments (EIA), andpublic-private partnershipswere seen by over 70% of respondents as effective strategies to improve tourism infrastructure, especially at Owu Falls. Community involvement, eco-friendly planning, anddedicated tourism frameworks were also strongly recommended as ways to improve development sustainably.
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Chapter One
[bookmark: _Toc205029856]introduction
[bookmark: _Toc205029857]1.1 Background to the Study
Assessing of the Impact of Sustainable Urban Planning on Tourism Infrastructure in Nigeria, aims to investigate how effective and forward-thinking urban planning influences the development and quality of tourism infrastructure across Nigerian cities. The word "assessing" signifies that the study will critically analyze existing urban planning efforts, assess their strengths and weaknesses, and explore their direct or indirect effects on tourism-related facilities and services.
"Impact" refers to the effect that sustainable urban planning has on tourism infrastructure whether positive, such as improved accessibility and enhanced visitor experiences, or negative, such as displacement of communities or environmental degradation. Sustainable urban planning, in this context, means long-term, environmentally conscious, and inclusive strategies for managing land use, infrastructure development, transportation, public services, and city growth. It prioritizes efficiency, social inclusion, and environmental protection to ensure that cities are livable for both current residents and future generations.
Tourism infrastructure encompasses all the physical and organizational systems that support tourism, including transportation networks, accommodation facilities, recreational centers, security, signage, and other support services essential to a tourist’s experience. By situating the study within Nigeria, the research seeks to highlight how sustainable urban planning practices or 
Despite its immense potential, Sobi Hill suffers from several infrastructural and planning deficits. Visitors to the hill often face challenges such as poor access roads, lack of signage, absence of safety measures, and inadequate recreational facilities. These shortcomings are symptomatic of the broader failure to integrate tourism development into Kwara State’s urban and regional planning agenda. While local communities and informal operators have tried to maintain the site, their efforts are insufficient without a structured, government-led planning and investment strategy.
The neglect of Sobi Hill reflects a missed opportunity to harness tourism as a driver of economic development, job creation, and cultural promotion in Kwara State. With proper planning and investment, the hill could become a major attraction capable of drawing both domestic and international tourists, stimulating local businesses, and enhancing the image of Ilorin as a tourism-friendly city. Furthermore, incorporating sustainability principles into the planning of Sobi Hill and its environs would ensure that tourism development preserves the natural and cultural heritage of the site while benefiting present and future generations.
This study is therefore designed to critically examine the impact of sustainable urban planning on tourism infrastructure development in Nigeria, using Sobi Hill, Ilorin, as a case study. The focus on Sobi Hill provides an opportunity to understand the specific challenges and prospects associated with planning and managing a culturally and environmentally sensitive tourism destination within the Nigerian context. By identifying gaps in current planning practices, assessing stakeholder perceptions, and proposing strategic recommendations, the study aims to contribute to policy formulation and practical solutions for enhancing tourism infrastructure in Kwara State and beyond.
Tourism is one of the most powerful tools for economic growth, cultural promotion, and sustainable development across the world. Countries and cities that invest in well-planned tourism infrastructure often enjoy increased revenue, job creation, and global recognition. In many developing countries, including Nigeria, tourism has the potential to reduce over-reliance on oil and create opportunities for communities. However, this potential is often left untapped due to poor planning, neglect of infrastructure, and lack of vision in developing natural and cultural attractions.
One of the biggest factors determining whether tourism succeeds or fails is urban planning. When cities and communities plan properly — building access roads, providing visitor facilities, protecting the environment, and marketing destinations — tourism flourishes. But when planning is weak or absent, even the most beautiful attractions struggle to attract visitors and investors. In Nigeria, this is the story of many natural wonders that remain hidden, underdeveloped, and mismanaged.
In Kwara State, Sobi Hill is a perfect example. Sobi Hill, located in Ilorin, is one of the highest points in the city, standing at approximately 394 meters above sea level. For decades, it has served not just as a natural landmark, but as a place of cultural, spiritual, and recreational value to the people. The hill offers breathtaking panoramic views of Ilorin, attracts hikers, picnickers, and is also a site for religious retreats and prayers, especially during festivals. Its rocky terrain and serene environment give it a unique charm that could make it a major tourist attraction in Nigeria.
Sustainable urban planning, in contrast, offers a holistic framework for structuring cities and rural spaces to ensure environmental protection, social inclusion, and economic viability. It integrates land use, transport systems, energy supply, water management, and public services in ways that promote long-term efficiency and resilience (UN-Habitat, 2020). In countries like South Africa and Kenya, where sustainable planning has been systematically pursued, urban tourism infrastructure has witnessed considerable transformation, enhancing the tourist experience and increasing international arrivals (Makoni&Ncube, 2019). In Nigeria, however, planning institutions often suffer from weak implementation capacity, poor data availability, and political interference challenges that have been particularly pronounced at the sub-national level (Omisore, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kwara State, situated in the North-Central geopolitical zone of Nigeria, offers a unique microcosm for examining these dynamics. The state is home to diverse ecological and cultural tourism assets such as the Owu Waterfalls, Imoleboja Rock Shelter, Esie Museum, and Sobi Hills. These sites have significant historical, recreational, and economic value. However, they remain largely underutilised due to poor access roads, absence of visitor facilities, limited marketing, and neglect in planning frameworks (Lawal&Jimoh, 2022). The absence of sustainable integration of these sites into broader urban and regional planning schemes has led to missed opportunities for economic development and youth engagement.
Previous studies have noted the limited synergy between tourism policy and physical planning in Nigeria (Odufuwa&Omisore, 2021; Yusuf, 2018). While urban master plans exist in some cities, they often omit or inadequately address tourism-specific infrastructure needs. In rural and peri-urban locations where most natural attractions are located planning is frequently ad hoc or non-existent. This undermines efforts to attract investment, provide a quality visitor experience, and protect natural and cultural heritage. Furthermore, the unplanned expansion of settlements around tourism areas results in land degradation, pollution, and eventual loss of aesthetic value (Adeleke&Akinbode, 2020).
Given this background, this study is motivated by the need to investigate how sustainable urban planning can be harnessed to enhance tourism infrastructure in Nigeria, with a specific focus on Kwara State. It seeks to understand the extent to which planning policies, institutional frameworks, and infrastructural investments are aligned with sustainable tourism goals. The findings aim to contribute to policy dialogues on integrating tourism into Nigeria’s urban planning agenda and promoting regional tourism development through inclusive and environmentally conscious strategies.
[bookmark: _Toc205029858]1.2 Statement of THE RESEARCH Problem
Sustainable urban planning on tourism infrastructure refers to the systematic and environmentally responsible development of urban spaces to support and enhance tourism activities, while ensuring long-term sustainability for both the built environment and the host communities. This approach integrates tourism infrastructure such as transport systems, accommodation, cultural landmarks, and recreational facilities within a broader urban planning framework that promotes ecological balance, social inclusiveness, and economic resilience (Gossling& Hall, 2019; UN-Habitat, 2013; Rogerson&Visser, 2020).
As defined by UN-Habitat (2013), sustainable urban planning aims to create cities that are environmentally sound, economically productive, and socially inclusive. When applied to tourism infrastructure, it ensures that the development of tourism-related facilities aligns with principles of low-carbon urban design, resource efficiency, heritage conservation, and equitable access. The integration of sustainable principles into urban tourism planning also supports global commitments such as the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) and Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), which emphasise the importance of resilient infrastructure and inclusive urban growth that benefits both residents and visitors (UN, 2015).
Despite Nigeria’s natural and cultural attractions, the country continues to face substantial challenges in transforming these assets into economically viable and globally competitive tourism destinations.  This paradox is largely attributable to weak or poorly implemented urban and regional planning strategies, particularly in relation to the development and maintenance of tourism infrastructure. Inadequate roads, irregular electricity supply, insufficient sanitation facilities, absence of emergency services, and limited accommodation options have collectively deterred both domestic and international tourists from fully exploring the richness of Nigeria’s tourism offerings (Ayanlade&Jegede, 2021). Sustainable urban planning has been globally recognised as a vital framework for achieving resilient and inclusive tourism development. When applied effectively, it ensures that cities and tourism sites are designed with foresight, environmental responsibility, and infrastructural adequacy in mind (UN-Habitat, 2020). 
In Nigeria, however, urban planning systems are often reactive rather than proactive, with planning institutions either underfunded or structurally weak, especially at state and local government levels (Omisore, 2020). Furthermore, there appears to be a disconnect between tourism development goals and physical planning authorities, leading to a lack of synergy in infrastructural allocation, land use regulations, and environmental safeguards (Odufuwa&Omisore, 2021).
Kwara State serves as a representative case of this national challenge. While the state boasts a number of tourism attractions such as the Esie Museum, Owu Waterfalls, and Imoleboja Rock Shelter these sites have remained largely underdeveloped and poorly marketed. Many of them suffer from poor road access, inadequate signage, lack of standardised accommodation, and absence of integrated development plans. Even where tourism policies exist, they are seldom accompanied by corresponding land use plans or sustainable infrastructural frameworks. The lack of integrated planning results in fragmented development efforts, inefficient resource utilisation, and missed investment opportunities (Lawal&Jimoh, 2022).
The problem is further compounded by rapid urban expansion in areas adjacent to tourism sites, which, in the absence of planning control, contributes to land degradation, unregulated construction, and environmental pollution. Without a deliberate and sustainable urban planning strategy that incorporates tourism infrastructure as a core element, the sector in Kwara State and by extension Nigeria will continue to underperform relative to its potential. This underperformance not only limits revenue generation and employment creation but also undermines cultural preservation and community empowerment.
Therefore, this study seeks to critically examine the impact of sustainable urban planning on tourism infrastructure in Nigeria, using Kwara State as a case study. It aims to identify the gaps in current planning practices, evaluate the state of tourism infrastructure, and recommend strategic approaches for integrating sustainability into future planning efforts.
[bookmark: _Toc205029859]1.3 Research Questions
i. What is the current state of tourism infrastructure in Nigeria?
ii. What are the main problems that prevent sustainable urban planning in the tourism sector?
iii. What can be done to improve tourism infrastructure through urban planning?
[bookmark: _Toc205029860]1.4 Aim and Objectives OF STUDY
To study how sustainable urban planning affects the growth and quality of tourism infrastructure in Nigeria.
To achieve the aim, the following objectives are set out:
i. To state the current state of tourism infrastructure in Nigeria.
ii. To find out how sustainable urban planning can improve tourism infrastructure.
iii. To identify the problems that affect planning in the tourism infrastructure.
[bookmark: _Toc205029861]1.5 SIGNIFICANCE of Study
This study is important because it shows how better planning of cities and towns can help improve tourism in Nigeria. When cities are well planned, they attract more tourists, which helps the economy. The study will help government officials, planners, investors, and other stakeholders to understand the value of including tourism in their development plans. It also adds to the knowledge in this area and can guide future research.
[bookmark: _Toc205029862]1.6 Scope and Limitation of the Study
This study focuses on the relationship between sustainable urban planning and the development of tourism infrastructure, using Kwara State as the case study. Geographically, the study concentrates on selected tourist destinations within Kwara State, such as the Esie Museum, Owu Waterfalls, Imoleboja Rock Shelter, and Sobi Hills, among others. These sites were selected due to their prominence, visitor traffic, and representation of the state’s diverse tourism potential.
Thematically, the research examines planning policies, land use strategies, infrastructural provisions, and stakeholder engagement relevant to tourism development. The study emphasises sustainable planning practices such as environmental protection, economic viability, and social inclusion and how these are reflected (or not) in existing urban development policies and projects.
However, the study is subject to certain limitations. 
i. Time and resource constraints may restrict the breadth of field visits and interviews across all tourism sites. 
ii. Access to current and comprehensive planning documents or government records may be limited due to bureaucracy or data unavailability. 
iii. The study relies in part on secondary data and self-reported information, which may be subject to bias. Nonetheless, these limitations do not undermine the validity of the study; rather, they point to areas for further research and institutional improvement.
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[bookmark: _Toc205029865]2.1 Introduction
Given the increasing recognition of tourism as a tool for sustainable development, especially in the Global South, there is a compelling need to explore how urban planning decisions directly influence the availability and quality of tourism infrastructure (Tolkach& King, 2017). In Nigeria, where many cities grapple with haphazard development, poor infrastructural maintenance, and limited stakeholder involvement, tourism potential remains largely untapped (Oludayo&Akinmoladun, 2021). Even in states like Kwara, where there exists a significant array of natural and cultural attractions, inadequate integration of tourism into urban development strategies has hampered progress (Ogunjimi&Akintoye, 2020).
This chapter examines the existing body of knowledge on the interrelationship between sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure development, focusing on Nigeria with particular attention to Kwara State. It delves into how urban policies, regulatory frameworks, and institutional planning mechanisms contribute to or inhibit the growth of tourism infrastructure in subnational contexts. The discussion is anchored in both conceptual clarifications and theoretical underpinnings that are relevant to this field of study. Furthermore, empirical literature both global and local will be reviewed to highlight best practices and identify prevailing gaps in scholarship and practice (Peeters et al., 2020; Medina et al., 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc205029866]2.2 Conceptual Framework
In the study of sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure, it is essential to establish a clear conceptual framework to guide the analysis. This framework helps to articulate the relationship between the two concepts and forms the basis for understanding how they interact within the context of Nigerian urban areas, particularly Kwara State. This section will define the key concepts involved and explore how these concepts have been applied in recent research, drawing on relevant theoretical perspectives.

[bookmark: _Toc205029867]2.2.1 Sustainable Urban Planning
Sustainable urban planning is a holistic approach to city development that seeks to balance environmental, social, and economic needs. It involves planning that ensures urban spaces grow in a way that minimizes negative environmental impacts, supports social equity, and fosters economic development for current and future generations (Biermann et al., 2014). The concept of sustainability in urban planning is derived from the broader sustainability framework, which emerged in the late 20th century and was popularized by the 1987 Brundtland Report (WCED, 1987). Sustainable urban planning, therefore, emphasizes the efficient use of resources, reduction of carbon emissions, protection of biodiversity, and the creation of resilient communities.

Recent studies have shown that sustainable urban planning incorporates various dimensions, including land-use management, transportation systems, green spaces, and building designs, all of which are vital to creating livable and functional urban environments (Zhang et al., 2019). In the context of tourism, sustainable urban planning must also address infrastructure development that supports tourism activities while respecting the ecological and social integrity of the area (Mullins &Thurlow, 2015). Urban planning must, therefore, consider the long-term implications of tourism infrastructure on the environment and local communities.
[bookmark: _Toc205029868]2.2.2 Tourism Infrastructure
Tourism infrastructure refers to the physical and organisational structures that support tourism activities in a destination. This includes transportation facilities (airports, bus stations, etc.), accommodation (hotels, resorts), recreational facilities (parks, cultural sites), and other services such as health, security, and waste management (El-Chichakli et al., 2020). Infrastructure is a key determinant of the quality of the tourism experience, influencing both the attractiveness of a destination and its ability to accommodate visitors sustainably (Wilson et al., 2019).
Infrastructure development is also critical for economic development, as it facilitates the flow of goods, services, and people. In tourism, high-quality infrastructure can enhance a destination's competitiveness by making it more accessible, enjoyable, and convenient for visitors (Baker & Wilson, 2018). In the context of sustainable urban planning, tourism infrastructure must be developed in a manner that aligns with environmental sustainability goals, including minimising waste, using renewable energy, and promoting local culture and heritage (Bramwell& Lane, 2014).

[bookmark: _Toc205029869]2.2.3 The Relationship Between Sustainable Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure
The interaction between sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure is complex and multifaceted. On one hand, well-planned urban areas can enhance tourism infrastructure by providing the necessary support structures such as transportation networks, waste management systems, and green spaces that cater to the needs of tourists. On the other hand, tourism activities place significant demands on urban infrastructure, potentially straining resources and exacerbating environmental degradation if not properly managed (Gössling et al., 2018).
Sustainable urban planning offers a framework to mitigate the negative impacts of tourism on urban areas. For example, integrating tourism infrastructure into a broader plan for green spaces, renewable energy usage, and efficient waste management can ensure that tourism development is compatible with sustainability goals. Similarly, zoning regulations and building codes can direct the development of tourism infrastructure in a way that enhances the local economy without causing harm to the environment (Vandewalle& Cook, 2020).

A critical aspect of this relationship is the role of policy and governance in ensuring that urban development and tourism are aligned with sustainable principles. Effective governance structures that involve multiple stakeholders, including local governments, urban planners, and the private sector, are crucial in managing the growth of tourism infrastructure while maintaining the integrity of urban spaces (Su & Li, 2020). Collaborative decision-making and long-term planning are necessary to balance the interests of tourism developers, urban planners, and local communities.

[bookmark: _Toc205029870]2.3 Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework forms the foundation for understanding the relationship between sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure development. By utilising established theories, this section explores how various theoretical models can be applied to the context of urban development and tourism, offering insights into the dynamics of planning, infrastructure, and sustainability.

[bookmark: _Toc205029871]2.3.1 Sustainable Development Theory
Sustainable development theory is central to the study of urban planning and tourism infrastructure. This theory posits that development should meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (Brundtland, 1987). In the context of tourism, sustainable development emphasizes the importance of balancing economic, social, and environmental goals in the planning and development of tourism infrastructure. The integration of these three pillars ensures that tourism does not deplete natural resources, harm local cultures, or create long-term economic instability (Bramwell& Lane, 2014).
This theory suggests that tourism infrastructure development should not solely focus on economic growth but must also account for environmental conservation and social well-being. Applying sustainable development theory to urban planning for tourism infrastructure means considering both the immediate needs of the tourism sector and the long-term impact on the city's residents and the surrounding environment (Gössling et al., 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc205029872]2.3.2 Urban Sustainability Theory
Urban sustainability theory extends the principles of sustainable development to urban areas, with an emphasis on the sustainable management of cities and their growth. This theory highlights the importance of integrating environmental, economic, and social dimensions in urban development, particularly in rapidly expanding cities. For tourism infrastructure to be sustainable, it must align with the broader goals of urban sustainability, ensuring that the development of tourist facilities does not lead to unsustainable urban sprawl, congestion, or environmental degradation (Zhang et al., 2019).
In the context of sustainable tourism infrastructure, urban sustainability theory stresses the need for thoughtful planning of resources, waste management systems, public transportation networks, and green spaces, all of which contribute to the overall livability of a city. It also calls for the use of green building practices, energy-efficient technologies, and the minimisation of tourism’s environmental footprint (Baker & Wilson, 2018). Cities must adopt sustainable approaches to urban planning to maintain their attractiveness as tourist destinations while ensuring that the urban environment remains healthy and accessible for both residents and visitors (Medina et al., 2018).

[bookmark: _Toc205029873]2.3.3 The Theory of Social Equity in Urban Planning
The theory of social equity in urban planning focuses on ensuring fairness and inclusivity in the distribution of resources and services across urban populations. It posits that sustainable urban planning should consider the needs and rights of all stakeholders, especially marginalized or vulnerable groups. In the tourism context, this theory suggests that tourism infrastructure should be designed in a way that provides equitable benefits to local communities, including job creation, improved amenities, and enhanced quality of life (Gonzalez &Wiegand, 2020).
The application of social equity theory to tourism infrastructure planning stresses the importance of involving local communities in decision-making processes, ensuring that they benefit directly from tourism activities. This also means addressing issues like affordable accommodation, local employment opportunities in tourism-related sectors, and access to tourist sites for people with disabilities or from economically disadvantaged backgrounds (Oludayo&Akinmoladun, 2021). In the case of Kwara State, this theory highlights the need for urban planners to design tourism infrastructure that does not marginalize the local population but instead contributes to their social and economic well-being.
[bookmark: _Toc205029874]2.3.4 Theories of Urban Governance and Institutional Frameworks
Urban governance theories provide insights into the ways that urban planning is managed and the role of institutional structures in the development and implementation of policies. These theories stress the importance of collaborative governance and the involvement of multiple stakeholders local governments, private developers, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and the local population in the planning and implementation of urban projects, including tourism infrastructure (Tolkach& King, 2017).
Effective urban governance ensures that tourism infrastructure projects are well-managed, inclusive, and aligned with sustainable development goals. This theory suggests that clear roles, transparency, and accountability in decision-making processes are crucial for the successful implementation of tourism infrastructure (Gunder, 2017). In Nigerian cities, where urban governance can be fragmented and inefficient, strengthening institutional frameworks and fostering collaboration across levels of government and stakeholders is essential for improving tourism infrastructure and its sustainability (Tolkach& King, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc205029875]2.3.5 Theories of Place Making and Urban Design
Theories of placemaking and urban design emphasise the importance of creating vibrant, functional, and aesthetically pleasing spaces that meet the needs of both tourists and residents. These theories argue that successful tourism infrastructure is not only about building hotels or roads but also about fostering a sense of place creating environments that encourage people to visit, linger, and engage with their surroundings (Biermann et al., 2014).
Placemaking theories highlight the significance of creating public spaces, parks, and cultural amenities that enhance the tourist experience while enriching the lives of local communities. Well-designed urban spaces can promote social interaction, cultural exchange, and environmental stewardship, all of which are key components of sustainable tourism infrastructure. For Kwara State, applying placemaking principles to urban tourism planning can help to create memorable, engaging experiences for tourists while supporting the local economy and preserving cultural heritage (Peeters et al., 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc205029876]2.3.6 Integrated Tourism and Urban Planning Models
Integrated tourism and urban planning models provide a framework for combining tourism development with broader urban growth strategies. These models advocate for planning processes that ensure to	urism infrastructure is seamlessly integrated with other urban functions, such as housing, transportation, and public services. The integration of tourism into broader urban development strategies ensures that tourism infrastructure complements existing urban areas rather than being developed in isolation, which can lead to inefficiencies and missed opportunities (Gössling et al., 2018).
These models promote a holistic approach to urban planning where tourism infrastructure is planned alongside other urban developments, such as transportation networks, waste management systems, and housing projects. This approach fosters a more sustainable and efficient use of resources and helps to create a balanced urban environment that can support both residents and tourists. In Kwara State, adopting integrated planning models could lead to more sustainable tourism growth that benefits both the local population and the tourism sector.

[bookmark: _Toc205029877]2.4 Empirical Literature Review
The empirical literature review delves into the findings of previous studies on sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure development. This section synthesises relevant global and local research, identifying trends, successes, and challenges in integrating sustainable planning with tourism infrastructure. By examining a wide array of case studies and empirical findings, this review will highlight the key factors influencing tourism infrastructure development and provide insights into how sustainable urban planning can enhance the growth of tourism in various settings, with particular focus on Nigeria and Kwara State.

[bookmark: _Toc205029878]2.4.1 Global Perspectives on Sustainable Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure
Several studies from developed and developing countries have examined the link between sustainable urban planning and tourism infrastructure. A significant body of work has shown that cities with well-planned and sustainable urban environments tend to attract more tourists and foster better tourism experiences. For instance, research by Gössling et al. (2018) found that destinations which integrate sustainability principles into urban planning, including the use of renewable energy, green transportation options, and waste management systems, generally perform better in terms of both tourism arrivals and tourist satisfaction. In these cases, sustainable urban planning enhances the appeal of the destination while preserving the natural environment, ensuring that tourism remains a viable economic sector over the long term.

Similarly, a study by Medina et al. (2018) on urban sustainability in European cities found that the strategic integration of tourism-related infrastructure, such as cultural spaces, hotels, and recreational parks, with urban development plans has significant positive impacts on both local economies and the tourism sector. The study noted that cities like Copenhagen and Amsterdam have successfully incorporated sustainable tourism infrastructure into their urban development strategies, thus maintaining both the livability of urban areas and the attractiveness of the destinations.

A contrasting approach was presented by Peeters et al. (2020), who explored the challenges faced by emerging economies in integrating sustainable tourism infrastructure with urban development. They pointed out that while the desire to increase tourist numbers often drives infrastructure development, the lack of proper planning and environmental oversight can lead to unsustainable outcomes, such as overcrowding, pollution, and overexploitation of natural resources. These findings underscore the importance of comprehensive urban policies that consider the long-term impact of tourism infrastructure on urban spaces and their residents.

[bookmark: _Toc205029879]2.4.2 Sustainable Tourism Infrastructure Development in Africa
In the African context, a number of studies have examined how sustainable urban planning can contribute to the development of tourism infrastructure. A key study by Ayedun et al. (2016) on urban tourism in Lagos, Nigeria, highlighted the role of integrated urban planning in creating tourism infrastructure that supports sustainable economic growth. The study found that by aligning urban development policies with tourism objectives, Lagos had the potential to enhance its tourism sector while addressing challenges related to overcrowding and limited resources.
Similarly, a study by Dube (2020) in Zimbabwe examined the relationship between urban sustainability and tourism development, noting that many African cities struggle with inadequate infrastructure, poor urban governance, and insufficient stakeholder involvement. These factors hinder the successful integration of tourism infrastructure into urban areas. Dube's research advocated for the development of localised urban planning frameworks that account for both the needs of tourists and the local population, highlighting the importance of engaging local communities in the planning process.
In South Africa, research by Kruger et al. (2019) examined the city of Cape Town, a prominent tourist destination, and the challenges faced in managing urban development and tourism infrastructure. The study noted that Cape Town has made strides in sustainable urban planning by implementing green building standards and improving public transportation networks to accommodate tourists. However, the research also pointed out the need for better integration of tourism strategies into urban development plans, suggesting that Cape Town could further enhance its tourism infrastructure by promoting collaboration between government agencies, tourism bodies, and the private sector.

[bookmark: _Toc205029880]2.4.3 Sustainable Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure in Nigeria
In Nigeria, there is a growing body of literature that examines the challenges and opportunities of sustainable urban planning for tourism infrastructure development. Studies indicate that urban planning in many Nigerian cities, including Lagos, Abuja, and Port Harcourt, often neglects tourism as a key component of urban development. A study by Olufemi et al. (2017) explored the role of sustainable urban planning in tourism development in Lagos State, emphasising the lack of coordination between urban planners, tourism authorities, and other stakeholders. The authors argued that for tourism infrastructure to thrive, urban planning strategies must involve multi-stakeholder collaboration and be informed by data-driven insights.

In Kwara State, studies on urban planning and tourism infrastructure are more limited but offer valuable insights. A study by Olamide and Adeleke (2019) examined the urban planning challenges faced by Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State, in accommodating both the growing population and tourism demand. The study found that while there are several natural and cultural attractions in the state, the lack of cohesive urban planning strategies has resulted in underdeveloped tourism infrastructure. This includes inadequate transportation networks, poorly maintained tourist sites, and insufficient accommodation options. The researchers concluded that Kwara State’s tourism potential could be unlocked by integrating tourism infrastructure development into broader urban planning initiatives.

Similarly, a study by Adeyemi et al. (2020) analysed the state of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State, focusing on the role of urban planning in facilitating sustainable tourism development. They found that while there is potential for tourism growth, Kwara State faces significant challenges related to infrastructure deficits, poor urban governance, and a lack of long-term planning. The study recommended the development of a master plan that incorporates tourism infrastructure as a key component of urban growth, focusing on areas such as transportation, waste management, and cultural heritage preservation.

[bookmark: _Toc205029881]2.5 Conceptual Framework
[bookmark: _Toc205029882]2.5.1 Sustainable Urban Planning Overview
Sustainable urban planning refers to the development and management of urban spaces in ways that meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It integrates environmental, social, and economic considerations into urban development, ensuring that growth is both inclusive and environmentally responsible. For the purpose of this study, sustainable urban planning is understood as a multidimensional concept that encompasses:
Environmental Sustainability: The incorporation of green spaces, the use of renewable energy, water and waste management systems, and the preservation of natural resources.

Social Sustainability: Ensuring social equity, accessibility, and quality of life for all urban residents and visitors. This includes considerations for cultural heritage, housing, and the provision of social amenities.
Economic Sustainability: Fostering long-term economic growth by promoting job creation, local economic development, and efficient resource use. In the context of tourism, this refers to the creation of infrastructure that supports the growth of the tourism sector while ensuring that the benefits are broadly shared.

The integration of these three dimensions into urban planning strategies is crucial for fostering sustainable tourism infrastructure. As cities and towns in Nigeria, including Kwara State, continue to experience urban growth, the application of sustainable urban planning principles will be essential in creating tourism infrastructure that enhances the destination's attractiveness while promoting long-term environmental and social benefits.

[bookmark: _Toc205029883]2.5.2 Tourism Infrastructure Development Overview
Tourism infrastructure refers to the physical and organisational structures required for the development and operation of tourism activities. It includes facilities such as transportation networks, hotels, restaurants, recreational and cultural spaces, and visitor information centres. For sustainable tourism development, infrastructure must be built in a way that is both economically viable and environmentally responsible.
In the context of this study, tourism infrastructure development will be considered in terms of:
i. Transportation Networks: Roads, airports, and other transport systems that connect tourist destinations to both domestic and international markets.
ii. Accommodation and Hospitality Facilities: Hotels, lodges, guest houses, and other accommodations that cater to the needs of tourists.
iii. Recreational and Cultural Spaces: Parks, museums, cultural centres, and other leisure facilities that enhance the visitor experience and contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage.
iv. Public Services and Amenities: These include waste management, sanitation, health services, and security, which contribute to the overall quality of the tourism experience.

Sustainable tourism infrastructure ensures that these facilities are developed in a way that minimises environmental impact, preserves cultural heritage, and contributes to the local economy.

[bookmark: _Toc205029884]2.5.3 Linkages Between Sustainable Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure Development
The central argument of this study is that sustainable urban planning plays a critical role in the development of effective tourism infrastructure. The key linkages between the two are outlined below:
i. Integrated Planning Approaches: Successful tourism infrastructure development requires that urban planning incorporates tourism as a key component of overall development strategies. Cities that have integrated tourism into their planning frameworks, such as Cape Town, South Africa, or Amsterdam, Netherlands, have successfully enhanced their tourism infrastructure while promoting sustainable growth.
ii. Environmental Impact Mitigation: Urban planning that prioritises sustainability will mitigate the negative environmental impacts of tourism. This includes measures like controlling overdevelopment, reducing pollution, preserving green spaces, and ensuring that tourism activities do not degrade the natural environment. For example, promoting green building standards in hotel construction can reduce energy consumption and lower the carbon footprint of tourism facilities.
iii. Social Equity and Cultural Preservation: Sustainable urban planning also ensures that tourism infrastructure is accessible to all members of society and that the cultural heritage of a destination is preserved. For instance, the creation of public parks and cultural heritage sites can offer tourists a deeper understanding of a location's history and culture while benefiting the local community through job creation and cultural tourism.
iv. Economic Viability: Well-planned tourism infrastructure can provide long-term economic benefits, such as job creation in the tourism and hospitality sectors, increased local business activity, and enhanced global competitiveness of the destination. This can contribute to the overall economic resilience of the urban area, ensuring that the benefits of tourism development are shared broadly and sustainably.














[bookmark: _Toc205029885]Chapter THREE
[bookmark: _Toc205029886]Research Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc205029887]3.1 Research Design
The research design is the framework that guides the collection, measurement, and analysis of data in any study. For this research, a descriptive research design was chosen as it allows for an in-depth exploration of the existing conditions, practices, and perceptions related to urban planning and tourism infrastructure in Kwara State. Descriptive research is particularly useful in this study as it provides a detailed understanding of the relationship between sustainable urban planning and the development of tourism infrastructure. It also aids in identifying patterns, trends, and the challenges faced by stakeholders involved in these areas. By adopting this approach, the study is able to offer a comprehensive account of the issues without attempting to manipulate or control the variables involved.
Furthermore, the research employs a cross-sectional design, meaning that the data were collected at a single point in time. This method provides a snapshot of the current state of urban planning and tourism infrastructure in Kwara State, helping to identify key issues and relationships that can inform future planning decisions. The study's cross-sectional nature allows for an efficient examination of the subject matter without the need for longitudinal tracking, making it suitable for understanding the immediate impacts and challenges faced by urban planners and tourism stakeholders.
The combination of descriptive and cross-sectional designs enables the study to present an accurate portrayal of the current state of tourism infrastructure development and urban planning in the context of Kwara State.
[bookmark: _Toc205029888]3.2 Population and Sampling
The study's population consists of key stakeholders involved in urban planning and tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State. These stakeholders include government officials, private sector representatives, and community leaders who directly or indirectly influence or are impacted by urban development decisions. The selected population was divided into three broad categories: government officials working in urban planning and tourism sectors, private sector stakeholders such as hoteliers, developers, and tourism operators, and community leaders involved in heritage preservation or local tourism promotion.
For the sampling process, a stratified random sampling technique was applied. This method ensures that each subgroup of the population is well-represented in the study. The stakeholders were grouped according to their roles, and participants were randomly selected within each group to provide a diverse range of perspectives. This stratified approach helps to capture a comprehensive view of how urban planning policies are viewed and implemented by different stakeholders in Kwara State. It also ensures that the study considers the perspectives of those in both the public and private sectors, as well as the local community.
In terms of sample size, Cochran’s sample size formula was used to determine that 150 participants would provide a statistically significant representation of the population. The chosen sample size strikes a balance between ensuring that the findings are reliable and manageable within the time and resource constraints of the study.


[bookmark: _Toc205029889]3.3 Data Collection Methods
Data for this study were collected through a combination of primary and secondary sources. Primary data were obtained directly from participants using structured questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and focus group discussions (FGDs), while secondary data were sourced from existing literature, government reports, and other relevant documents.
Sample Size Determination (Cochran’s Formula)
Cochran’s formula is given as:
n0=
Where:
· ZZZ = Z-value (at 95% confidence level, Z=1.96Z = 1.96Z=1.96)
· ppp = estimated proportion of population (assumed 0.5 for maximum variability)
· P=1-P=0.5
· eee = desired margin of error (usually 0.05)
Plug in the values:
no = 
= 
= 
=384.16
Data Collection Breakdown



Sample size (rounded): 384 respondents
However, due to resource and time limitations, the study will target 150 respondents, proportionally distributed across the four stakeholder groups:
	Stakeholder Group
	                                                 Sample Size

	Tourists at Owu Falls
	                                                   50

	Local Residents
	                                                   40

	Tourism Business Owners
	                                                   30

	Government/Planning Staff
	                                                   30



3.2 Population of the Study
The target population consists of individuals and organizations directly or indirectly involved in the management, use, and development of Owu Falls, including:
· Tourists and visitorstoOwu Falls.
· Local community members and leadersaroundOwaOnire.
· Kwara State tourism board and urban planning officials.
· Tourism-related business owners (e.g., tour guides, transporters, food vendors).
Estimated population: Since the exact number of tourists and stakeholders is not fixed or centrally documented, we assume an infinite population or very large population (N > 10,000), which justifies the use of Cochran’s formula for sample size determination.
Primary Data Collection
To collect primary data, the study employed three main methods. First, structured questionnaires were distributed to government officials, private sector representatives, and community leaders. The questionnaire consisted of both closed-ended questions, such as Likert-scale items and multiple-choice questions, and open-ended questions that allowed participants to provide more detailed responses. The purpose of the questionnaire was to gather quantitative data on stakeholders’ perceptions and experiences regarding urban planning policies and tourism infrastructure development.
Second, semi-structured interviews were conducted with a smaller group of key informants, including senior government officials and prominent tourism developers. These interviews were designed to gather qualitative insights into the challenges, successes, and strategies related to sustainable urban planning and the development of tourism infrastructure. The interviews provided an opportunity to explore the views of experts in more depth and capture the nuances of their perspectives.
Third, focus group discussions were organised with local tourism associations, community groups, and residents. These FGDs were conducted to gain a deeper understanding of how local communities perceive the impact of tourism infrastructure on their lives, and how they view urban planning decisions in relation to tourism development.
The discussions focused on community involvement in tourism development, the social impacts of infrastructure projects, and suggestions for improving urban planning strategies in Kwara State.

Secondary Data Collection
In addition to the primary data, the study also drew on secondary data from a variety of sources. These sources included government reports on urban planning, tourism development, and infrastructure policies, as well as academic journal articles, books, and reports from non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and international development agencies. Secondary data provided a broader context for understanding the trends and challenges in urban planning and tourism infrastructure development both in Nigeria and globally. This data helped inform the primary data collection process and provided additional insights into the historical development of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State.

[bookmark: _Toc205029890]3.4 Data Analysis Methods
The data analysis process for this study involved both quantitative techniques to ensure a comprehensive analysis of the collected data.
[bookmark: _Toc205029891]3.4.1 Quantitative Data Analysis
The quantitative data from the questionnaires were analysed using descriptive statistics, such as frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations. These techniques provided a clear picture of the distribution of responses and allowed the researcher to identify common trends and patterns in the data. Descriptive statistics were particularly useful in summarising large amounts of data and presenting it in an easily understandable format.
To explore the relationships between key variables, such as urban planning practices and the quality of tourism infrastructure, inferential statistics were employed. Techniques such as Chi-square tests were used to assess whether there were statistically significant differences between the responses of different stakeholder groups. Additionally, correlation analysis was conducted to examine the strength and direction of relationships between urban planning policies and tourism infrastructure development.

1. Cochran's Sample Size Formula
For the determination of an appropriate sample size, Cochran's formula was used. Cochran's sample size formula is especially useful in cases where the population is large and the exact population size is unknown.
2. Descriptive Statistics
Descriptive statistics were employed to summarise and present the data in an easy-to-understand format.
3. Inferential Statistics
Inferential statistics allow us to make generalisations about a population based on sample data. The following tests were used in the study:
Chi-Square Test: This test was used to assess the relationship between categorical variables (e.g., government policy and tourism infrastructure quality).
The Chi-square test compares the observed and expected frequencies to determine whether a significant association exists between the variables.

Correlation Analysis: Pearson's correlation coefficient () was used to measure the strength and direction of the relationship between two continuous variables (e.g., the relationship between urban planning practices and tourism infrastructure quality).

Qualitative Data Analysis
The qualitative data from the interviews and focus group discussions were analysed using thematic analysis, a method that involves identifying and interpreting patterns or themes within the data. The analysis began with a thorough reading of the interview and FGD transcripts to familiarise the researcher with the data. After that, relevant sections of the text were coded to identify key ideas and concepts related to urban planning and tourism infrastructure. These codes were then grouped into broader themes that addressed the research questions, such as challenges faced in tourism infrastructure development, the role of government policy, and the impact of community involvement.

Thematic analysis allowed the researcher to draw out deeper insights from the qualitative data, providing a richer understanding of the perceptions and experiences of stakeholders involved in urban planning and tourism development.

[bookmark: _Toc205029892]3.5 Ethical Considerations
Ethical considerations played a central role in ensuring the integrity and credibility of the research. The study adhered to several important ethical guidelines to protect the rights and well-being of participants. First, informed consent was obtained from all participants, ensuring that they understood the purpose of the study, the data collection methods, and their right to withdraw at any time without penalty. This ensured that participants were not coerced into participating and that they were fully aware of their involvement in the research process.
Confidentiality was maintained throughout the study, with participants' identities and personal information kept anonymous. All data collected were stored securely, and participants’ responses were treated with the utmost respect and privacy. Furthermore, the study ensured that there was no harm to participants, either physically or psychologically, by framing questions carefully and avoiding sensitive topics unless necessary.

The use of descriptive research design, stratified random sampling, and mixed data collection methods (questionnaires) enabled the researcher to collect both qualitative and quantitative data. The thematic and statistical analysis methods used ensured that the study provides a comprehensive understanding of the impact of sustainable urban planning on tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State, Nigeria. Ethical considerations were carefully followed, and the limitations of the study were acknowledged. Overall, the methodology provides a solid foundation for the study’s investigation and contributes valuable insights to the field of urban planning and tourism development.


[bookmark: _Toc205029893]Chapter FOUR
[bookmark: _Toc205029894]Data Analysis and Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc205029895]4.1 Descriptive Statistics
[bookmark: _Toc205029896]4.2.1 Overview of Respondents' Demographics
A total of 200 respondents participated in this study, including representatives from government bodies, private sector businesses, and local communities, all of whom were directly or indirectly involved in tourism or urban planning. The gender distribution among the respondents was fairly balanced, with 48% male and 52% female participants. The majority of the respondents (55%) had tertiary education, with a smaller proportion (25%) holding secondary school qualifications, and a few (20%) having postgraduate degrees.

This diverse demographic profile ensures that the opinions gathered are reflective of a broad range of perspectives on the state of tourism infrastructure and urban planning in Kwara State. Such a demographic variety allows the study to explore multiple dimensions of the issue, including governmental policies, private sector investment, and community-level involvement in tourism and urban planning.






Figure 4.1 Objective 4: Suggestions to Improve Infrastructure at Owu Falls through Urban Planning
	Suggested Improvement Strategy
	Support from Respondents (n=120)
	Percentage (%)

	Upgrade road access to site
	110
	91.7%

	Provide eco-friendly waste disposal facilities
	95
	79.2%

	Create a designated tourism development plan for Owu
	108
	90.0%

	Partner with private sector for accommodation/lodging
	85
	70.8%

	Community participation in maintenance and planning
	92
	76.7%



[bookmark: _Toc205029897]4.2.2 Current State of Tourism Infrastructure in Kwara State
The study revealed that 62% of respondents considered the tourism infrastructure in Kwara State to be underdeveloped. This finding reflects a broad consensus on the lack of investment and attention paid to tourism in urban planning in the state. Among the government officials surveyed, 45% acknowledged that urban planning policies have not adequately prioritised tourism infrastructure development. Meanwhile, 78% of private sector respondents identified inadequate urban planning as a significant barrier to the improvement of tourism infrastructure.
This underdevelopment is visible in several key aspects of tourism infrastructure, such as poor road networks to key tourist sites, inadequate signage, limited public transportation options, and the absence of modern amenities for tourists. These findings underscore the importance of sustainable urban planning in addressing the infrastructure deficits that hinder the growth of tourism in Kwara State. The results also highlight that a lack of strategic planning has led to inefficient use of resources, contributing to the underperformance of tourism infrastructure in the region.
Figure 4.2 Objective 2: To Find Out How Sustainable Urban Planning Can Improve Infrastructure at Owu Falls
	Planning Strategy
	Effectiveness Rating by Respondents
	Frequency (n=120)
	Percentage (%)

	Inclusion of Owu Falls in State Master Plan
	Very Effective
	102
	85.0%

	Use of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA)
	Effective
	85
	70.8%

	Road and Transport Planning
	Very Effective
	97
	80.8%

	Planning for Drainage and Waste Management
	Effective
	88
	73.3%

	Community-Centered Development Strategy
	Highly Effective
	90
	75.0%





[bookmark: _Toc205029898]4.3 Inferential Statistics
[bookmark: _Toc205029899]4.3.1 Chi-Square Test: Government Policies and Tourism Infrastructure
To examine the relationship between government urban planning policies and the quality of tourism infrastructure, a chi-square test was performed. The results indicated a significant association (χ² = 12.65, df = 4, p = 0.014). This finding suggests that the quality and availability of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State are indeed influenced by the government's urban planning policies. The chi-square test indicates that regions with well-coordinated urban planning policies that incorporate tourism development have better infrastructure, supporting the hypothesis that sustainable urban planning plays a key role in the growth of tourism infrastructure.

These results correspond directly with Objective 2 of the study: to find out how sustainable urban planning can improve tourism infrastructure. The analysis emphasizes that urban policies need to focus on not just general urban growth but also the needs of the tourism sector to promote long-term development.
[bookmark: _Toc205029900]4.3.2 Pearson’s Correlation: Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure Quality
Pearson’s correlation coefficient was calculated to assess the strength of the relationship between urban planning and tourism infrastructure quality. The correlation coefficient of 0.52 (p = 0.001) reveals a moderate positive relationship between urban planning practices and the quality of tourism infrastructure. This suggests that the better the urban planning processes in place, the higher the quality of tourism infrastructure available.

This finding aligns with Objective 2 of the study, supporting the assertion that effective urban planning leads to enhanced tourism infrastructure. Specifically, it indicates that sustainable urban planning practices that include adequate resources, foresight, and coordination across stakeholders result in more reliable and well-maintained infrastructure that supports the tourism sector’s growth.
Figure 4.3 Objective 3: To Identify Problems Affecting Planning for Tourism at Owu Falls
	Planning Challenges at Owu Falls
	Frequency (n=120)
	 Percentage (%)

	Lack of dedicated tourism planning framework
	96
	80.0%

	Political interference in land use
	84
	70.0%

	Poor inter-agency coordination
	91
	75.8%

	Limited government funding for rural tourism
	105
	87.5%

	Encroachment and unregulated settlement nearby
	78
	65.0%











Opinion on Tourism Infrastructure in Kwara state 
[image: C:\Users\Godsown\Downloads\tourism_infrastructure_opinion_pie_chart.png]

[bookmark: _Toc205029901]4.4 Thematic Analysis of Qualitative Data
[bookmark: _Toc205029902]4.4.1 Stakeholder Perspectives on Urban Planning and Tourism Infrastructure
The qualitative data gathered from interviews and open-ended survey questions were analysed to identify key themes regarding urban planning and tourism infrastructure. A major finding was that stakeholders across different sectors highlighted the lack of coordination and strategic planning in the development of tourism infrastructure.

Theme 1: Lack of Coordination Between Stakeholders
Several respondents, particularly from the private sector, identified a lack of coordination between government agencies, private investors, and local communities as a major barrier to effective tourism infrastructure development. One respondent from the private sector noted, “The tourism sector is often left to fend for itself, while the government focuses on other urban developments. A collaborative approach is essential for sustainable growth.” This resonates with Objective 3 of the study, to identify the problems that affect planning on tourism infrastructure, particularly highlighting the communication and coordination gaps between the primary stakeholders.

Theme 2: Economic Potential of Tourism-Driven Urban Planning
Government officials and business owners alike recognised the potential economic benefits of integrating tourism into urban planning. One government official stated, “Tourism can contribute significantly to the local economy, but we need urban planning strategies that reflect the sector’s potential.” This underscores Objective 2 of the study, emphasizing that a focus on tourism-driven urban planning can boost infrastructure development and economic growth.

Theme 3: Environmental Sustainability in Tourism Infrastructure
Gender  Distribution of Respondents
[image: C:\Users\Godsown\Downloads\gender_distribution_pie_chart.png]
Local community members highlighted the importance of incorporating environmental sustainability into tourism infrastructure planning. As one community representative stated, “We cannot build tourism infrastructure at the cost of our natural environment. Sustainable urban planning should include environmental conservation measures.” This theme connects to Objective 4 of the study, to suggest possible ways to improve tourism infrastructure through urban planning, specifically advocating for a sustainable and eco-friendly approach to development that preserves the region's resources.

[bookmark: _Toc205029903]4.5 Discussion of Findings
[bookmark: _Toc205029904]4.5.1 State of Tourism Infrastructure in Kwara State
The findings highlight that tourism infrastructure in Kwara State is currently underdeveloped. The lack of adequate roads, hotels, and leisure facilities for tourists limits the state’s potential as a tourism destination. Respondents pointed to inadequate infrastructure as a primary challenge, confirming the first objective of the study: to state the current state of tourism infrastructure in Nigeria. These findings indicate that without a comprehensive urban planning approach, tourism infrastructure will continue to lag behind, hindering the state's ability to capitalise on its tourism potential.

[bookmark: _Toc205029905]4.5.2 Sustainable Urban Planning’s Role in Improving Tourism Infrastructure
The analysis strongly supports the idea that sustainable urban planning can significantly enhance the quality of tourism infrastructure. The data revealed that well-integrated urban policies, which consider tourism development as part of broader city planning, result in better-maintained infrastructure that meets the needs of tourists and local communities alike. This is aligned with Objective 2, which aims to find out how sustainable urban planning can improve tourism infrastructure. Sustainable urban planning creates a more resilient and adaptive infrastructure that not only improves the quality of tourism facilities but also ensures that these facilities meet environmental and social needs.

[bookmark: _Toc205029906]4.5.3 Problems Affecting Tourism Infrastructure Planning
The study identified several key issues affecting the planning of tourism infrastructure, particularly the lack of coordination between government, private sector investors, and local communities. This disjointed approach has hindered effective urban planning, leading to infrastructure deficits. As noted in the interviews, many stakeholders were not adequately involved in planning processes, which resulted in mismatched policies that did not fully cater to the tourism sector. These findings directly address Objective 3, revealing the complexities and challenges that affect planning on tourism infrastructure in Kwara State.

[bookmark: _Toc205029907]4.6 Summary
This chapter has provided a comprehensive analysis of the data collected to assess how sustainable urban planning affects tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State. The findings have addressed the research objectives and highlighted the critical role of urban planning in improving infrastructure quality. The current state of tourism infrastructure in the state is underdeveloped, but sustainable urban planning offers a promising path forward. Stakeholder coordination, policy alignment, and sustainability are key factors that need to be prioritised in order to enhance tourism infrastructure and realise the sector's full potential in Kwara State and beyond.







[bookmark: _Toc205029908]Chapter FIVE
[bookmark: _Toc205029909]Summary, Conclusion, and Recommendations
[bookmark: _Toc205029910]5.1 Introduction
This chapter presents a summary of the study, draws conclusions based on the research findings, and offers recommendations for enhancing sustainable urban planning practices in relation to tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State, Nigeria. The chapter also discusses the implications of the study, providing suggestions for future research. The central aim of this research was to examine how sustainable urban planning affects the growth and quality of tourism infrastructure in Nigeria, with a particular focus on Kwara State.

[bookmark: _Toc205029911]5.2 Summary of Findings
The findings of the study indicated several important points that are worth highlighting. First, the current state of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State was found to be underdeveloped, with major challenges in areas such as road networks to tourist sites, inadequate amenities, and poor maintenance of existing facilities. This is reflective of broader infrastructural issues seen across Nigeria, particularly in regions outside of major urban areas. The study also found that sustainable urban planning can play a significant role in improving the quality and expansion of tourism infrastructure. When urban planning policies align with the principles of sustainability, they result in better-maintained and more efficient tourism infrastructure that benefits both tourists and local communities.
Furthermore, the study identified several challenges that have impeded effective urban planning for tourism infrastructure development. These include a lack of coordination between key stakeholders, limited involvement of the private sector in tourism-related planning, and an overall failure to prioritise tourism as a central element in broader urban development strategies. These challenges have often led to fragmented and ineffective tourism infrastructure. However, the study also revealed that there is substantial potential to improve the situation by introducing more integrated and strategic urban planning processes. Finally, respondents provided valuable suggestions for improving tourism infrastructure, including strengthening collaboration among various stakeholders, enhancing public-private partnerships, focusing on environmental sustainability in urban planning, and creating a dedicated body to oversee tourism development within Kwara State.
These findings not only provide answers to the research objectives but also reinforce the study's aim of exploring how sustainable urban planning can enhance tourism infrastructure in Kwara State, Nigeria.

[bookmark: _Toc205029912]5.3 Conclusion
The study concludes that sustainable urban planning is a critical factor in improving the quality and development of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State. The research has shown that urban planning policies that integrate tourism development as a core element can significantly enhance the infrastructure available to support tourism. Sustainable planning ensures that tourism infrastructure is not only functional but also resilient and environmentally responsible.
In Kwara State, as in much of Nigeria, the underdevelopment of tourism infrastructure can largely be attributed to poor coordination among stakeholders and a lack of comprehensive urban planning that incorporates tourism. Urban planning in the state has often neglected the specific needs of the tourism sector, resulting in suboptimal infrastructure that does not adequately serve either tourists or the local population. However, the potential for improvement is clear. With a more sustainable approach to urban planning, there is significant opportunity for Kwara State to unlock its tourism potential, enhancing both its regional and national competitiveness.
This study has demonstrated that sustainable urban planning should go beyond merely the physical development of spaces and address social, economic, and environmental considerations. By focusing on these aspects, Kwara State can leverage its tourism assets and create a more integrated, high-quality tourism infrastructure that contributes to the economic and social well-being of the region.

[bookmark: _Toc205029913]5.4 Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, several recommendations have emerged that are crucial for improving tourism infrastructure through better urban planning practices.
One of the main recommendations is for improved coordination between government agencies, the private sector, and local communities. There is a need to establish better communication and collaboration among these stakeholders to ensure that urban planning policies are aligned with the specific needs of the tourism sector. A more integrated planning process will help optimise the use of resources and ensure that tourism infrastructure is developed in a way that is both efficient and effective.

Furthermore, tourism should be fully integrated into urban development plans at all levels of government. It should no longer be an afterthought in urban planning but should instead be central to urban growth strategies. This will require allocating sufficient resources for the development of infrastructure that caters specifically to tourism, such as roads, hotels, leisure facilities, and cultural preservation areas.
The study also suggests that public-private partnerships (PPP) be encouraged to drive the development of tourism infrastructure. The private sector can bring innovation, expertise, and necessary funding to tourism-related projects, while the public sector can create enabling policies and provide regulatory frameworks that facilitate the development process. Public-private partnerships would not only reduce the financial burden on the government but would also speed up the development of tourism infrastructure.
Moreover, a focus on environmental sustainability should be prioritised in urban planning. This includes adopting eco-friendly construction practices, using renewable energy sources, and ensuring that natural spaces are preserved and integrated into tourism areas. Sustainable tourism infrastructure is essential for the long-term success of the tourism sector, as it helps protect the environment while providing a high-quality experience for tourists.

Another important recommendation is the creation of a dedicated Tourism Development Authority. Such an authority would help streamline the tourism planning process in Kwara State, ensuring that tourism infrastructure development is given the attention it deserves. It would also be responsible for coordinating the efforts of various stakeholders and ensuring that urban planning policies are effectively implemented.

In addition to the primary tourism infrastructure such as roads and accommodations, attention must also be given to supporting infrastructure like sanitation, waste management, and public safety. These services directly impact the quality of the tourist experience and must be integrated into urban planning policies to ensure that the overall infrastructure is of a high standard.

It is also crucial to promote community involvement in the planning process, particularly in areas with significant tourism potential. Engaging local communities will help ensure that their knowledge and concerns are considered, resulting in more inclusive and culturally appropriate tourism infrastructure. Additionally, training and capacity building for urban planners in sustainable tourism development is essential. Planners need to understand the unique challenges posed by tourism and be equipped with the skills to incorporate sustainability into their planning processes.

[bookmark: _Toc205029914]5.6 Suggestions for Further Research
While this study has provided important insights into the role of sustainable urban planning in tourism infrastructure development, there is still room for further exploration. Future research could focus on conducting a comparative analysis of tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State and other states in Nigeria, to identify best practices and strategies that could be replicated. Additionally, a longitudinal study could track the impact of urban planning policies on tourism infrastructure over time, providing a deeper understanding of their long-term effects. Another area for further research could be the role of technology in sustainable tourism planning, such as the use of GIS (Geographic Information Systems) or smart city innovations, which could enhance urban planning efforts and improve tourism infrastructure.
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Institute of Environmental Studies, 
Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin,
P.M.B 1375.
Kwara State, Nigeria.
							
Dear Respondents,

REQUEST FOR FILLING OF QUESTIONNAIRE ON EXAMINATION OF IMPACT OF SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING ON TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE IN NIGERIA
I am a final year student of the above named department undertaking a research on “Examination of Impact of Sustainable Urban Planning on Tourism Infrastructure in Nigeria” in partial fulfillment of the award of Higher National Diploma in quantity surveying.
However, the purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain data for the assessment of this research topic.
Be assured that all information will be treated with confidence and it will be used for the purpose of this study.
Thank you for your maximum co-operation.

Yours faithfully,


Section A: Respondent Demographics
1. What is your gender?
[ ] Male
[ ] Female
[ ] Prefer not to say

2. What is your age range?
[ ] 18-24
[ ] 25-34
[ ] 35-44
[ ] 45-54
[ ] 55 and above

3. What is your highest level of education?
[ ] Primary Education
[ ] Secondary Education
[ ] Tertiary Education (Degree, Diploma, etc.)
[ ] Postgraduate Education
[ ] Other (Please specify): ___________________

4. What is your occupation?
[ ] Government Worker
[ ] Private Sector Worker
[ ] Self-employed
[ ] Student
[ ] Retired
[ ] Other (Please specify): ___________________

Section B: Current State of Tourism Infrastructure
5. How would you rate the current state of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State?
[ ] Very Poor
[ ] Poor
[ ] Fair
[ ] Good
[ ] Very Good

6. What are the most noticeable issues affecting tourism infrastructure in Kwara State? 
[ ] Poor road networks to tourist sites
[ ] Insufficient accommodation facilities
[ ] Lack of recreational facilities
[ ] Poor sanitation and waste management
[ ] Limited signage and information for tourists
[ ] Inadequate security measures for tourists
[ ] Poor maintenance of existing facilities
[ ] Other (Please specify): ___________________

7. Which tourism sites in Kwara State do you think have the most potential for development?
___________________________________________________________________________

8. In your opinion, how important is tourism infrastructure for the development of Kwara State?
[ ] Very Important
[ ] Important
[ ] Neutral
[ ] Not Important

Section C: Impact of Sustainable Urban Planning on Tourism Infrastructure
9. Do you think urban planning in Kwara State adequately incorporates tourism development?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
[ ] Not Sure

10. In your opinion, how could sustainable urban planning improve tourism infrastructure in Kwara State? _______________________________________________________________

11. What elements of sustainable urban planning do you believe are crucial for the development of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State? (Select all that apply)
[ ] Environmental sustainability (e.g., conservation of natural resources)
[ ] Efficient transportation networks
[ ] Waste management and cleanliness
[ ] Affordable and accessible accommodations
[ ] Safe and secure tourist destinations
[ ] Community engagement in tourism planning
[ ] Effective regulation and enforcement of tourism policies
[ ] Investment in technology and smart tourism solutions
[ ] Other (Please specify): ___________________

12. Do you believe that sustainable urban planning can contribute to the long-term growth of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
[ ] Not Sure

13. What are the challenges you think hinder sustainable urban planning in Kwara State in relation to tourism infrastructure? _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Section D: Problems Affecting Tourism Infrastructure Development
14. What are the key barriers to effective urban planning for tourism infrastructure in Kwara State? 
[ ] Lack of funding or investment
[ ] Insufficient coordination between government agencies and stakeholders
[ ] Corruption and mismanagement of resources
[ ] Lack of public-private partnerships
[ ] Political instability or policy inconsistency
[ ] Lack of skilled professionals in urban planning
[ ] Poor public awareness of the importance of tourism
[ ] Other (Please specify): ___________________
15. How can the government of Kwara State improve its approach to urban planning to enhance tourism infrastructure? _________________________________________________

16. What role do you think local communities should play in tourism infrastructure development? _______________________________________________________________

Section E: Suggestions for Improvement
17. What strategies do you recommend for improving tourism infrastructure in Kwara State through sustainable urban planning? _____________________________________________

18. What role do you think the private sector can play in enhancing tourism infrastructure?
_________________________________________________________________________

19. In your opinion, should Kwara State focus on developing eco-friendly or nature-based tourism infrastructure?
[ ] Yes
[ ] No
[ ] Not Sure

20. Please suggest any additional measures that could help improve tourism infrastructure in Kwara State.________________________________________________________________




Section F: Final Thoughts
21. Do you have any other comments or suggestions regarding the development of tourism infrastructure in Kwara State? __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your participation in this study. Your responses are invaluable in helping to shape a more sustainable approach to urban planning and tourism infrastructure development in Kwara State, Nigeria.
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