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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 	Background of the Study
The evolution of communication technology has fundamentally altered how journalists gather, produce, and disseminate news. Over the past few decades, the emergence of modern communication gadgets such as smartphones, tablets, laptops, and wearable devices has revolutionized the journalism industry. These tools have equipped journalists with the ability to report in real-time, access vast amounts of information quickly, and connect with audiences globally. The integration of features such as high-resolution cameras, voice recorders, and mobile editing software in a single device has made it easier for journalists to operate on the go, particularly in fast-paced or high-risk environments. This transformation has not only enhanced the efficiency and immediacy of news reporting but has also changed audience expectations. Today’s media consumers demand instant updates and interactive content, pushing journalists to adapt quickly to the demands of a digital-first world. Social media platforms, made accessible through these gadgets, have further amplified the role of modern technology by offering journalists a direct channel to distribute their content and engage with their audience.
However, the adoption of modern communication gadgets also presents significant challenges for journalists. The constant pressure to produce breaking news can lead to errors, compromising the accuracy and reliability of information. Moreover, the ease of capturing and sharing content has raised ethical concerns, particularly regarding issues of privacy, copyright, and sensationalism. Many journalists face the additional burden of learning new tools and adapting to rapidly changing technologies, which may demand significant time and resources. Beyond these professional challenges, modern gadgets have also impacted the journalism industry at a structural level. Traditional media outlets are under increasing pressure to compete with online platforms and citizen journalists who utilize these technologies effectively. This shift has raised questions about the future of traditional journalism practices and the sustainability of established media organizations in a digitally-driven world.
Understanding the implications of modern communication gadgets for journalists is critical to addressing these challenges and maximizing their potential. This study seeks to explore how these gadgets have reshaped journalism practices, the ethical and professional issues they bring, and the strategies journalists can adopt to navigate this evolving landscape effectively. The journalism profession has undergone a profound transformation, driven by the rapid advancement of communication technologies. Modern gadgets such as smartphones, tablets, and laptops have become indispensable tools for journalists, enabling them to gather, process, and disseminate information with unprecedented speed and accuracy. These devices integrate features like high-resolution cameras, audio recorders, and mobile editing software, making it easier for journalists to report from the field, particularly during breaking news events or in conflict zones (Pavlik, 2013). The rise of mobile journalism, or "mojo," exemplifies this shift, as it allows reporters to produce and broadcast stories using nothing more than a smartphone (Belair-Gagnon, 2015).
The growing accessibility of digital gadgets has coincided with a dramatic increase in internet and social media usage. Social media platforms have become a crucial component of the modern journalist's toolkit, serving as channels for news dissemination and real-time audience engagement. According to Newman et al. (2022), over 70% of journalists in a global survey reported using social media to promote their stories and interact with readers. This has changed the dynamic of traditional journalism by blurring the lines between professional journalists and citizen reporters, who now have the tools to create and share content on the same platforms. Despite their advantages, modern communication gadgets pose several challenges to journalists. The demand for real-time updates often prioritizes speed over accuracy, increasing the risk of misinformation. Additionally, the competitive nature of digital journalism places immense pressure on journalists to produce a constant stream of content, leading to burnout and ethical lapses (Ward, 2018). Privacy concerns also arise as journalists navigate how to ethically use gadgets that can capture and share sensitive information instantly (Singer, 2019).
The financial implications of this technological shift cannot be ignored. Traditional media outlets face growing competition from digital-native platforms and independent content creators who effectively leverage modern gadgets. Many legacy media organizations are struggling to maintain relevance in an era where audiences prefer personalized, on-demand content delivered via mobile devices (Anderson, Bell, & Shirky, 2014). This has led to job insecurity and the need for journalists to acquire new skills to remain competitive. Understanding the broader implications of modern communication gadgets is essential for safeguarding the future of journalism. As these tools continue to evolve, they will shape how journalists operate, the ethical standards they uphold, and the relationship they maintain with their audience. This study aims to analyze these changes comprehensively, offering recommendations for navigating the challenges and leveraging the opportunities presented by modern communication gadgets. The advent of modern communication gadgets has marked a paradigm shift in the way journalism is practiced worldwide. Tools such as smartphones, tablets, laptops, and wearable devices have redefined the boundaries of news production and consumption. These gadgets have transformed journalism into a more dynamic and interactive process, allowing journalists to report events in real-time, often as they unfold. According to a study by Westlund and Quinn (2018), mobile devices have enabled "on-the-go journalism," which is characterized by instant reporting, live streaming, and rapid audience feedback. This shift underscores the critical role of technology in contemporary newsrooms, where speed and accessibility are paramount.
Modern communication gadgets have also contributed to the decentralization of news production. With these tools, journalists no longer require the traditional infrastructure of newsrooms to create high-quality content. Instead, they can operate from virtually any location, providing timely coverage of events such as natural disasters, political rallies, or sports competitions. Furthermore, the integration of advanced features, including high-definition video recording, social media integration, and GPS tracking, has enhanced the scope and depth of reporting. As noted by Pavlik (2013), these capabilities allow journalists to deliver more immersive and comprehensive narratives, bridging the gap between reporters and their audiences. In addition to empowering professional journalists, these gadgets have also democratized information dissemination by enabling citizen journalism. With smartphones now ubiquitous, individuals can capture and share newsworthy moments instantly, often providing first-hand accounts of events before professional journalists arrive on the scene (Belair-Gagnon, 2015). While this has enriched the media landscape with diverse perspectives, it has also created challenges in verifying the credibility and authenticity of user-generated content, highlighting the need for journalists to maintain high ethical standards in the digital age. However, the reliance on modern communication gadgets is not without its challenges. Journalists face increasing pressure to produce content rapidly, often at the expense of thorough fact-checking and editorial oversight. This "race to publish" can compromise the accuracy of news and erode public trust in journalism (Singer, 2019). Moreover, the constant connectivity enabled by these gadgets has blurred the lines between work and personal life, leading to issues such as burnout and mental health concerns among journalists (Ward, 2018).
Ethical dilemmas have also emerged, particularly concerning privacy and surveillance. For example, journalists using drones or wearable cameras to gather news risk infringing on individuals’ rights to privacy. Furthermore, the ability to live-stream events raises questions about the ethical boundaries of reporting, especially in sensitive situations such as accidents or conflicts (Mensing, 2019). These concerns necessitate a reevaluation of journalistic practices to align with the evolving technological landscape. Economically, the rise of modern communication gadgets has disrupted traditional journalism models. Media organizations must now compete with digital-first platforms and freelance content creators who leverage these tools effectively. According to Anderson, Bell, and Shirky (2014), the shift to digital has resulted in declining revenues for print and broadcast media, forcing many outlets to downsize or close entirely. Journalists must adapt to these changes by acquiring new technical skills, such as multimedia editing and data visualization, to remain relevant in an increasingly competitive market. The implications of these advancements for journalists extend beyond operational changes; they also influence the ethical and professional standards of the field. As the tools and platforms for news dissemination evolve, so too must the frameworks that govern journalistic integrity. This study seeks to examine the profound impact of modern communication gadgets on journalism, addressing both the opportunities they present and the challenges they pose. By doing so, it aims to provide actionable insights for journalists and media organizations navigating this rapidly changing environment.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
The rapid integration of modern communication gadgets into journalism has revolutionized the profession, offering unparalleled tools for news reporting, editing, and dissemination. Smartphones, tablets, drones, and wearable devices have empowered journalists to capture and share stories in real-time, breaking down barriers of time and space. However, this technological advancement comes with significant challenges that threaten to undermine journalistic integrity, accuracy, and professional standards. One of the primary concerns is the increasing pressure to prioritize speed over accuracy. The immediacy afforded by modern gadgets often compels journalists to publish stories without adequate fact-checking, leading to the dissemination of misinformation and errors. According to Ward (2018), the "race to be first" in a competitive digital news landscape can erode public trust in journalism and compromise the ethical standards that underpin the profession. This problem is further exacerbated by the proliferation of user-generated content, which blurs the line between professional journalism and amateur reporting, making it more challenging to maintain credibility (Singer, 2019).
Another issue is the ethical dilemma posed by the use of these gadgets. For instance, wearable devices and drones enable journalists to access and report on events in ways that may infringe on privacy rights or expose sensitive information. The widespread use of live-streaming tools raises questions about the limits of responsible reporting, particularly in situations involving violence, accidents, or vulnerable populations (Mensing, 2019). These challenges call for a reassessment of journalistic ethics to ensure that the adoption of new technologies does not come at the cost of professionalism and societal responsibility. The financial implications of modern communication gadgets also contribute to the problem. While these tools have made journalism more efficient, they have disrupted traditional revenue models for media organizations. Many journalists now face job insecurity as legacy media outlets struggle to compete with digital-first platforms and independent creators who use these gadgets effectively (Anderson, Bell, & Shirky, 2014). Moreover, journalists must continuously invest in acquiring new technical skills to keep pace with technological advancements, often without corresponding increases in support or resources from employers. Additionally, the mental health and well-being of journalists are increasingly at risk. The always-on nature of modern gadgets creates an expectation for constant availability, leading to burnout and stress among media professionals (Ward, 2018). The pressure to maintain a continuous digital presence while managing the demands of real-time reporting further complicates the work-life balance for journalists, impacting their overall productivity and quality of work.
These challenges underscore the need to critically assess the implications of modern communication gadgets for journalism. While these tools offer opportunities for innovation and growth, they also necessitate the development of strategies to mitigate their adverse effects. This study seeks to explore these issues, providing insights and recommendations to ensure that the adoption of modern gadgets enhances, rather than undermines, the profession of journalism. The widespread adoption of modern communication gadgets, including smartphones, tablets, laptops, and drones, has fundamentally altered the landscape of journalism. While these tools have enhanced the speed and accessibility of news reporting, they have also introduced new challenges that threaten the ethical and professional standards of journalism. The reliance on these gadgets has created a tension between the opportunities they offer and the complexities they introduce, necessitating a deeper exploration of their implications for journalists and the profession as a whole. One significant issue is the erosion of traditional journalistic practices due to the emphasis on immediacy. The ability to report and publish news in real-time, facilitated by modern gadgets, has shifted the focus from accuracy and in-depth reporting to speed and brevity. According to Singer (2019), the digital era has fostered a "publish first, verify later" culture that increases the risk of misinformation and undermines the credibility of journalism. This phenomenon is particularly concerning in a time when public trust in the media is already fragile, with audiences often questioning the authenticity of news. Ethical challenges are another critical concern. The use of gadgets such as wearable cameras, drones, and mobile live-streaming devices has introduced new ethical dilemmas, particularly regarding privacy and consent. For example, drones can capture footage in restricted or private spaces, potentially violating individual rights and legal boundaries (Mensing, 2019). Similarly, live-streaming sensitive events, such as protests or crises, raises questions about the ethical responsibility of journalists to avoid causing harm or sensationalizing distressing situations. These ethical quandaries demand a reevaluation of the frameworks guiding journalistic conduct in the digital age.
Furthermore, the financial and structural challenges posed by the advent of these gadgets cannot be overlooked. As traditional media outlets struggle to adapt to the demands of a digital-first audience, many have been forced to downsize, leaving journalists to shoulder increased workloads with fewer resources. This situation is compounded by the need for constant upskilling to remain competitive in an industry where technological proficiency is becoming as important as journalistic expertise (Anderson, Bell, & Shirky, 2014). The costs associated with acquiring and maintaining cutting-edge gadgets further strain the financial viability of smaller media organizations and freelancers. The psychological toll of modern communication gadgets is another dimension of the problem. The always-connected nature of these tools has created an expectation for journalists to be constantly available, blurring the boundaries between personal and professional life. This constant connectivity can lead to burnout, stress, and diminished mental health among journalists (Ward, 2018). The pressure to keep up with the fast-paced demands of digital reporting often results in a loss of work-life balance and reduced job satisfaction.
Moreover, the democratization of information through these gadgets has blurred the line between professional journalism and user-generated content. Citizen journalists and independent content creators, armed with the same tools as professional journalists, now play a significant role in shaping public discourse. While this has enriched the media ecosystem, it has also led to challenges in distinguishing credible reporting from unverified content. As noted by Belair-Gagnon (2015), this shift has placed additional pressure on journalists to prove their value in an increasingly crowded and competitive information landscape. These challenges highlight the complex and multifaceted implications of modern communication gadgets for journalists. While these tools hold the potential to revolutionize news reporting, their use must be balanced with a commitment to ethical practices, professional standards, and the well-being of journalists. This study aims to address these pressing issues, providing a comprehensive understanding of the impact of modern communication gadgets on journalism and offering recommendations for navigating this evolving landscape effectively.
1.3 	Objectives of the study
1. To analyze the role of modern communication gadgets in enhancing news reporting and dissemination.
2. To assess the challenges posed by these gadgets to journalists' professional standards.
3. To explore journalists' attitudes toward adopting and adapting to these technologies.
4. To recommend strategies for journalists to maximize the benefits of modern gadgets while mitigating their challenges.
1.4	Research Questions
1. How have modern communication gadgets transformed the practice of journalism?
2. What challenges do journalists face due to the reliance on these gadgets?
3. What is the impact of these gadgets on journalistic ethics and standards?
4. How can journalists effectively integrate these tools into their workflow?
1.5 	Significance of the Study
The integration of modern communication gadgets into journalism has profoundly reshaped the profession, presenting both opportunities and challenges. This study holds significant relevance for journalists, media organizations, educators, policymakers, and the broader public by examining the multifaceted impacts of these technologies. For journalists, this study provides critical insights into how modern gadgets can enhance their efficiency and productivity. It explores the potential of tools like smartphones, tablets, drones, and wearable devices to facilitate real-time reporting, multimedia storytelling, and audience engagement. By highlighting best practices, the research aims to equip journalists with strategies to leverage these gadgets effectively while maintaining professional and ethical standards. The findings will also shed light on how journalists can navigate challenges such as information overload, ethical dilemmas, and the pressure to meet rapid deadlines without compromising the quality and accuracy of their work.
Media organizations stand to benefit from this study by understanding how to adapt their operations to the digital age. As the industry becomes increasingly technology-driven, media houses must invest in training programs, infrastructure, and tools that enable their staff to harness modern gadgets effectively. This research will offer recommendations on how organizations can support their journalists in integrating these technologies into their workflow, ensuring they remain competitive in a rapidly evolving media landscape. For journalism educators and trainers, this study underscores the importance of integrating technology and ethics into the curriculum. It highlights the skills required by modern journalists, such as multimedia editing, data analysis, and social media management, emphasizing the need for comprehensive training programs. The research will also advocate for the inclusion of ethical frameworks tailored to address the complexities introduced by modern gadgets, such as issues of privacy, consent, and the responsible use of real-time reporting tools. Policymakers and regulatory bodies will find the study valuable for shaping policies that balance technological innovation with ethical journalism. By addressing concerns such as the misuse of gadgets for unethical purposes or their impact on privacy, the research can inform guidelines that safeguard journalistic integrity while promoting responsible use of technology. These policies will also help create an enabling environment for journalists to adopt new tools without fear of legal or regulatory repercussions.
Lastly, the public stands to gain from the findings of this research. Journalism plays a critical role in shaping public discourse and holding power to account, and understanding the implications of modern gadgets ensures that the public continues to receive accurate, ethical, and high-quality news. By promoting best practices in the use of technology, this study contributes to rebuilding trust between the media and its audience, fostering a more informed and engaged society. This study is significant in bridging the gap between technological advancements and the traditional principles of journalism. By exploring the opportunities and challenges posed by modern communication gadgets, it provides a roadmap for journalists and media organizations to navigate the digital age responsibly and effectively. This research ultimately contributes to the broader goal of ensuring that journalism remains a vital and credible pillar of democracy in a rapidly changing world.
1.6 	Scope of the study
This study examines the implications of modern communication gadgets on the field of journalism, addressing their transformative role in news gathering, content creation, dissemination, and audience interaction. These gadgets include smartphones, tablets, drones, laptops, and wearable devices, which have become central to journalistic practices. The study highlights how these tools have both empowered and challenged journalists by enabling real-time reporting, multimedia storytelling, and audience engagement while introducing ethical, logistical, and financial complexities. Geographically, the study adopts a global perspective, recognizing that the impact of communication gadgets on journalism transcends borders. However, it emphasizes comparative insights between developed and developing regions to reflect the disparities in technology access and utilization. In developed nations, where modern gadgets are widely accessible, journalists have adopted sophisticated tools for innovative reporting techniques. Meanwhile, in developing contexts, the limited availability of resources often forces journalists to maximize the utility of basic tools (Pavlik, 2013). By integrating these perspectives, the study offers a nuanced understanding of the varied implications of communication gadgets across different media landscapes.
The study's temporal scope focuses on the past two decades, a period marked by rapid advancements in digital technology and their integration into journalism. Key milestones include the introduction of smartphones with advanced cameras and apps, the rise of social media platforms as primary news dissemination channels, and the increasing use of drones for investigative reporting (Westlund & Quinn, 2018). These developments have reshaped journalism, making it essential to understand their long-term implications for professional standards and ethics. Thematically, the study investigates both the opportunities and challenges presented by these gadgets. It explores how modern tools enhance the speed and accuracy of news reporting, facilitate interactive multimedia content, and foster direct engagement with audiences. Simultaneously, the study addresses pressing issues such as the ethical dilemmas posed by gadgets capable of live streaming or recording in sensitive situations, privacy concerns related to drone journalism, and the rising prevalence of misinformation due to unverified content on social media (Mensing, 2019).
Furthermore, the study encompasses the economic and organizational impacts of communication gadgets on journalism. It examines how these tools have disrupted traditional media business models, with digital-first platforms and freelance journalists leveraging gadgets to compete with legacy media outlets. This shift necessitates a rethinking of newsroom structures, training programs, and resource allocation (Anderson, Bell, & Shirky, 2014). The primary population of interest includes professional journalists in various roles—staff reporters, freelance journalists, and editors—who utilize modern communication gadgets in their daily work. Journalism educators and students are also included, as they play a critical role in preparing future professionals to navigate the evolving media landscape. Policymakers and regulators concerned with media ethics and technology governance form a secondary audience for this study.
In terms of ethical considerations, the study examines how journalists navigate the complex decisions associated with using modern tools. For example, wearable devices and drones raise questions about privacy and the limits of surveillance, while the pressure to publish quickly on digital platforms often leads to ethical lapses, such as failing to verify sources thoroughly (Singer, 2019). The study provides a critical lens for understanding these issues and recommends strategies for ethical compliance in a rapidly changing technological environment. By focusing on the professional use of modern communication gadgets, this study contributes to a comprehensive understanding of their implications for journalism. It aims to inform stakeholders on how to maximize the benefits of these tools while mitigating their risks, ultimately ensuring that journalism remains a vital, ethical, and credible institution in the digital era.
1.7 Definition of Terms
Modern Communication: Modern communication refers to the use of advanced technological tools and systems to exchange information, ideas, and messages quickly and efficiently. It encompasses both digital and electronic methods such as email, social media, video calls, and instant messaging. Modern communication enables global connectivity and the instantaneous sharing of information, transforming how individuals, organizations, and societies interact.
Gadgets: Gadgets are small, innovative electronic devices designed for a specific function or task. Often portable and user-friendly, gadgets offer practical solutions to everyday problems. In modern contexts, gadgets are used for communication, entertainment, work, health, and more, and they typically feature cutting-edge technologies such as touchscreens, wireless connectivity, and real-time data processing.
Modern Communication Gadgets: Modern communication gadgets are the latest generation of technological devices that provide enhanced capabilities for information exchange. These gadgets include smartphones, tablets, and laptops, which integrate various communication functions such as voice calls, messaging, social media engagement, and video conferencing. Modern communication gadgets are designed to be user-friendly, portable, and multifunctional, making them essential tools for both personal and professional communication in the digital age.
Journalism: The practice of gathering, verifying, and presenting information to inform, educate, or entertain the public through various media platforms, including print, broadcast, and digital channels. Journalism serves as a critical pillar of democracy, holding power to account and providing the public with credible information.











CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
The literature review provides a scholarly foundation for understanding the relationship between modern communication gadgets and journalistic practices, with a particular focus on journalists operating within Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State. As journalism continues to evolve in response to technological advancements, communication gadgets such as smartphones, laptops, digital cameras, and drones have become essential tools in the newsroom and the field. These gadgets have not only transformed how journalists gather, process, and disseminate information but have also reshaped the expectations of news consumers in a digital-first age.
In recent years, there has been an increasing body of academic work that explores the intersection of technology and journalism, examining how innovations in communication tools influence journalistic efficiency, ethical standards, audience engagement, and content delivery. This literature review synthesizes key theoretical perspectives, including Technological Determinism and Diffusion of Innovations, and critically evaluates empirical studies that have investigated the use, benefits, and challenges of adopting modern communication gadgets in journalistic contexts.
The review also explores how factors such as accessibility, training, affordability, and digital literacy influence the adoption of these gadgets, especially in developing media environments like Ilorin. By engaging with relevant theories and empirical findings, this chapter aims to identify gaps in existing research and provide a framework for assessing the implications of modern communication technologies on journalism practice in Ilorin Metropolis.
2.1 	Conceptual Review
2.1.2	Modern Communication Gadgets
Modern communication gadgets refer to advanced technological devices designed to enhance communication, facilitate information gathering, and improve the dissemination of content. These gadgets are characterized by their portability, multifunctionality, and connectivity, making them indispensable tools in various fields, including journalism. They have significantly transformed how journalists operate, enabling quicker access to information and more efficient ways of delivering news to audiences.
Smartphones have become one of the most essential tools for modern journalism. Equipped with high-resolution cameras, multimedia capabilities, and internet access, smartphones enable journalists to conduct real-time reporting, capture videos, and engage with audiences instantly through social media platforms. Smartphones also allow for live streaming and mobile editing, making them a powerful all-in-one device for field reporting (Westlund, 2013). It has become indispensable for journalists due to their versatility and compactness. Beyond basic communication, smartphones offer tools for multimedia reporting, such as high-definition cameras, audio recording, and video editing apps. Social media integration on smartphones allows journalists to disseminate breaking news instantly and interact with their audience in real-time. For instance, platforms like Twitter and Instagram have become vital channels for news sharing, empowering journalists to report live from the field (Hermida, 2010). However, their ease of use has also led to concerns about speed over accuracy, as journalists may feel pressured to publish unverified information to maintain relevance.
Laptops and tablets are vital for journalists to write, edit, and broadcast stories efficiently. These devices serve as portable workstations, allowing journalists to perform tasks traditionally restricted to newsroom environments. With the integration of software for video editing, graphic design, and content management systems, laptops and tablets support multimedia storytelling, which is increasingly demanded by contemporary audiences (Goggin, 2021). Serve as mobile workstations, enabling journalists to perform tasks that traditionally required a newsroom environment. With word processing software, video editing programs, and cloud storage services, these gadgets facilitate the seamless production and sharing of news content. Laptops are especially valuable for investigative journalism, where detailed documentation and research are critical. Tablets, being lighter and more portable, are often used for on-the-go editing and multimedia content creation. These devices have also democratized journalism, making it easier for freelance and citizen journalists to participate in the profession (Singer et al., 2011).
Digital cameras and recorders are widely used to capture high-quality images and audio for news reports. These gadgets ensure that visual and audio content meets professional standards, which is crucial for maintaining credibility in journalism. The ability to shoot in high definition has elevated the quality of news production, providing audiences with clear and compelling visuals (Lowrey & Gade, 2012). Digital cameras and recorders play a pivotal role in enhancing the visual and audio quality of journalistic output. High-resolution cameras enable journalists to capture compelling visuals that resonate with their audience, while digital recorders ensure clarity in interviews and voiceovers. These gadgets are essential for broadcast journalists who require professional-grade equipment to maintain industry standards. The integration of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth in these devices has further streamlined the workflow, allowing for instant file transfers and remote editing (Brennen & Kreiss, 2016).
Drones have become a groundbreaking innovation in journalism, particularly for investigative reporting and covering events in hard-to-reach locations. Drones allow journalists to capture aerial footage that was previously unattainable without significant resources. They are commonly used for documenting natural disasters, protests, or environmental changes, providing unique perspectives that enrich storytelling (Pavlik, 2013). Drones are an innovative addition to the arsenal of modern communication gadgets. Equipped with cameras capable of capturing high-resolution aerial footage, drones provide unique perspectives that were previously inaccessible. They are particularly useful for covering large-scale events, natural disasters, and environmental changes. For example, drones have been used to document deforestation, track wildlife migration, and cover protests from vantage points that traditional cameras cannot reach (Pavlik, 2013). However, the use of drones raises ethical and legal concerns, such as invasion of privacy and the risk of misuse in sensitive areas.
While modern communication gadgets have revolutionized journalism, they also present certain challenges. For instance, the dependency on these devices may lead to reduced emphasis on traditional journalistic skills, such as critical thinking and in-depth investigation. Additionally, the rapid pace of technological advancements necessitates constant updates, which can be costly and require ongoing training (Deuze, 2008). Ethical concerns also arise, such as the risk of misinformation and invasion of privacy, as the ease of capturing and sharing content can sometimes overshadow journalistic integrity. Modern communication gadgets have transformed journalism by increasing efficiency, reducing reporting time, and expanding audience reach. However, balancing their benefits with the challenges they pose is critical for journalists to adapt to the evolving media landscape effectively.
Modern communication gadgets are integral to the evolution of journalism, redefining how information is gathered, processed, and disseminated. These devices are not only tools of convenience but also symbols of technological advancement, enabling journalists to adapt to the fast-paced demands of the digital age. Their portability, connectivity, and multifunctionality have bridged the gap between journalists and their audiences, reshaping the very fabric of news production and distribution.
Despite the numerous benefits, modern communication gadgets come with challenges that journalists must navigate. One significant issue is the dependency on technology, which can undermine traditional journalistic skills like critical analysis and in-depth reporting. Many journalists rely heavily on gadgets for information gathering, sometimes at the expense of personal engagement with sources. Furthermore, the financial burden of acquiring and maintaining modern gadgets can be a barrier, particularly for small media organizations and freelance journalists (Deuze, 2008).
Ethical concerns are also prominent, as the speed and accessibility of modern gadgets can lead to lapses in judgment. For instance, the rush to be the first to break a story may result in the dissemination of unverified or inaccurate information. The ability to capture and share content instantly also raises questions about privacy and consent, especially in situations involving vulnerable individuals or sensitive topics (Singer et al., 2011).
Despite these challenges, modern communication gadgets have undeniably transformed journalism for the better. They have made reporting faster, more efficient, and more accessible, enabling journalists to reach wider audiences and adapt to the demands of a digital-first world. By embracing these tools while addressing their limitations, journalists can uphold the principles of their profession and continue to provide accurate, timely, and ethical news coverage.
Beyond the standard tools, other gadgets are gaining prominence in journalism:
1. Wearable Technology: Devices like smartwatches and smart glasses (e.g., Google Glass) are emerging as tools for quick notifications and hands-free reporting. These gadgets are particularly useful for live reporting in dynamic environments.
2. Portable Wi-Fi Hotspots: These gadgets ensure internet connectivity in remote locations, allowing journalists to upload content or stream live reports without relying on local networks.
3. Power Banks: With the high energy demands of modern gadgets, power banks have become essential for ensuring uninterrupted device usage during long reporting assignments.
Implications of Modern Communication Gadgets
The introduction of modern communication gadgets has fundamentally transformed journalism in both positive and negative ways. On the positive side, these devices have:
· Increased Speed: News can now be gathered, processed, and shared in real-time.
· Enhanced Storytelling: Multimedia capabilities have enriched the narrative quality of news.
· Democratized Journalism: Freelancers and citizen journalists now have access to affordable tools, making journalism more inclusive.
However, there are negative implications to consider:
· Over-Reliance on Technology: Journalists may lose traditional skills such as investigative depth and interpersonal interaction.
· Digital Divide: Journalists in less affluent regions may struggle to access or maintain these gadgets, creating disparities in media production quality.
· Ethical Challenges: The ease of capturing and sharing content can lead to privacy violations, sensationalism, and the spread of misinformation.
2.1.3	Journalism
Journalism is the practice of gathering, assessing, creating, and presenting news and information to the public. It is a cornerstone of democracy and an essential service in society, aiming to inform, educate, and entertain audiences while holding those in power accountable. By providing accurate and timely information, journalism fosters informed decision-making and public discourse, which are critical for a functioning society (Kovach & Rosenstiel, 2001). Journalism is often described as the fourth estate of democracy because of its critical role in upholding the principles of transparency, accountability, and informed citizenship. In its essence, journalism serves the public interest by reporting the truth, informing citizens, and fostering an informed society. As media channels have expanded with the rise of digital platforms and modern communication gadgets, the scope and reach of journalism have been amplified, but so have the complexities surrounding its practice.
Key Characteristics of Journalism
Timeliness is a defining feature of journalism. News is most valuable when delivered promptly, ensuring that the public is kept abreast of current events as they unfold. In the modern era, the immediacy provided by digital platforms and communication gadgets has amplified the importance of timeliness. Journalists can now report live from the field through social media, streaming services, or instant uploads, allowing audiences to witness events in real-time.
Accuracy is a non-negotiable principle in journalism. Ensuring that facts are thoroughly verified before publication builds credibility and trust with the audience. Journalists often cross-check information with multiple sources to avoid the dissemination of false or misleading content. In today’s fast-paced digital environment, where misinformation can spread rapidly, maintaining accuracy has become both a challenge and a priority (Ward, 2010).
Ethics serve as the moral compass of journalism, guiding practitioners to uphold integrity, objectivity, and fairness. Ethical journalism requires transparency, a commitment to truth, and sensitivity to the impact of reporting on individuals and communities. Journalists are also tasked with balancing the public's right to know with respect for privacy and human dignity, particularly in cases involving sensitive or controversial topics (SPJ Code of Ethics, 2014).
Modern Journalism
Modern journalism has evolved significantly, transitioning from traditional formats such as print newspapers and broadcast television to include digital platforms like websites, blogs, and social media. This shift has been driven by advancements in technology and the advent of modern communication gadgets. For instance, smartphones, laptops, and tablets have enabled journalists to operate more flexibly, gathering and disseminating news from virtually any location.
The rise of digital journalism has democratized the field, allowing citizen journalists and freelance reporters to participate in the news-making process. Platforms such as Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram have become crucial tools for news distribution, enabling stories to reach global audiences instantly. However, this digital transformation has introduced new challenges, such as the pressure to prioritize speed over accuracy and the spread of unverified or biased content (Singer et al., 2011).
Opportunities and Challenges
The integration of modern technology into journalism has created numerous opportunities for innovation. Multimedia storytelling, which combines text, images, videos, and audio, has become a popular format, enhancing audience engagement. Interactive features such as live chats, polls, and comment sections foster greater interaction between journalists and their audiences.
However, these advancements also bring challenges. One significant issue is the decline of traditional revenue models, such as print subscriptions and advertising, which has forced many media outlets to seek alternative funding through paywalls or sponsorships. Additionally, journalists must navigate the ethical dilemmas posed by digital tools, such as data privacy concerns and the potential misuse of artificial intelligence in content creation (Deuze, 2008).
The Role of Journalism in Society
Despite these challenges, the role of journalism remains vital. It serves as a watchdog, exposing corruption, holding public officials accountable, and shining a light on social injustices. Investigative journalism, in particular, plays a crucial role in uncovering hidden truths and fostering transparency. Furthermore, journalism helps shape public opinion, providing a platform for diverse voices and perspectives to be heard.
In a rapidly changing media landscape, journalism must continue to adapt while adhering to its core principles of accuracy, ethics, and timeliness. By leveraging modern tools responsibly, journalists can fulfill their duty to inform and empower society while navigating the complexities of the digital age.
The Evolution of Journalism in the Digital Age
The rise of digital technology has dramatically reshaped the journalistic landscape. While traditional journalism relied primarily on print and broadcast mediums, the digital age has given birth to a more fragmented, decentralized, and immediate news ecosystem. The rapid evolution of social media, blogging platforms, and online news outlets has democratized the process of news creation. Now, more individuals—whether journalists or ordinary citizens—can report and share news, expanding the breadth and diversity of content available to the public (Boczkowski, 2004).
As a result, modern journalism is no longer confined to the traditional newsroom. With the advent of smartphones, journalists are now equipped with portable newsrooms that enable them to report on events as they happen. Social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedIn allow real-time interaction between journalists, sources, and audiences. Furthermore, journalists are now tasked with creating multimedia content, often blending text, video, audio, and interactive elements to capture the attention of their digital audiences.
However, the digital transformation has also created a demand for journalists to be proficient in multiple skills beyond traditional reporting. This includes skills in data journalism, multimedia editing, and social media engagement, allowing journalists to interact directly with their audience and foster greater participation in the news process. The nature of news has evolved to become more interactive, with audiences not only consuming content but also contributing to it, making news creation a more collaborative process (Singer, 2006).
Challenges Posed by the Digital Shift in Journalism
While digital technology has brought numerous advantages to the journalistic profession, it has also introduced several challenges. One of the most significant challenges is the decline in trust in the media. With the rise of social media and user-generated content, the proliferation of fake news and misinformation has become a pressing concern. The speed at which news can be shared online, coupled with the ease of sharing unverified information, has undermined the public’s confidence in news outlets. Journalists are now more responsible than ever for ensuring that they report factual and accurate information, especially when stories can go viral and influence public opinion rapidly (Lazer et al., 2018).
Ethical dilemmas have also emerged as a result of digital media's capabilities. For instance, journalists now have access to an unprecedented amount of data, which can be valuable for investigative reporting. However, this access raises issues regarding data privacy and the responsible use of personal information. Journalists also have to balance the need to be first with the ethical obligation to verify the facts before publishing, as the pressure to break stories quickly can sometimes lead to hasty and inaccurate reporting.
Additionally, the business model of journalism has been disrupted by digital media. Revenue traditionally generated through print subscriptions, advertisements, and broadcast programming has shifted to digital spaces. Many media outlets have adopted paywalls, but the challenge remains that the cost of quality journalism is often not financially sustainable in a world where digital content is often freely available. This economic pressure has led to layoffs, consolidations, and even the closure of many established news organizations, particularly those in regional areas (Napoli, 2011).
Citizen Journalism and the Changing Role of Journalists
A key development in the digital era has been the rise of citizen journalism, which has blurred the lines between professional journalists and ordinary citizens. With smartphones and other portable gadgets, anyone can now capture news as it unfolds and share it globally through platforms like Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram. This phenomenon has made news more immediate and inclusive, as more voices are heard and different perspectives are shared.
However, the rise of citizen journalism has introduced both opportunities and challenges. On one hand, it enhances public engagement and fosters a more diverse news ecosystem, as citizens become active participants in the production of news. On the other hand, the lack of editorial oversight and professional standards in citizen journalism often leads to the spread of misinformation and unreliable news. Professional journalists are tasked with verifying, contextualizing, and providing a deeper analysis of these reports, ensuring that citizens' contributions are integrated into a well-structured news narrative that adheres to journalistic standards.
In many ways, citizen journalism has highlighted the changing role of traditional journalists. While the core responsibility of journalists remains the same—producing accurate, fair, and timely news—the means by which they engage with sources and audiences have evolved. Journalists are now tasked not only with gathering information but also with verifying user-generated content, curating a mix of professional and citizen reports, and engaging with their audience in real-time on social media platforms (Paulussen & Harder, 2009).
The Future of Journalism
The future of journalism is increasingly shaped by ongoing technological advancements, and it is crucial for journalists to adapt to these changes to continue serving their role in society effectively. The use of artificial intelligence (AI) and automation in newsrooms is one example of technology reshaping journalism. AI is already being used to write basic news reports, particularly in sports and financial reporting, but it is also assisting in tasks such as fact-checking, data analysis, and audience engagement (Napoli, 2018).
Another emerging trend is the use of immersive storytelling technologies, such as virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR), which are enabling journalists to create more interactive and engaging news experiences. These technologies allow journalists to immerse their audiences in stories, offering a more powerful and emotional connection to the events being reported. For example, VR has been used to document refugee crises and environmental disasters, providing audiences with a first-person perspective of the story (Harrison & Stanyer, 2018).
While these innovations offer promising possibilities for the future of journalism, they also raise new challenges related to ethics, accessibility, and equity. As technology continues to evolve, journalists must remain committed to their core ethical principles and adapt to new tools without compromising the quality and integrity of their work.
Journalism continues to play a critical role in society by informing, educating, and holding the powerful accountable. While the advent of digital technology and modern communication gadgets has revolutionized the practice of journalism, it has also introduced new challenges related to accuracy, ethics, and business sustainability. As journalism evolves in response to new technologies, it is essential for journalists to uphold the core values of truth, fairness, and accountability, ensuring that they continue to serve the public interest in an ever-changing media landscape.
2.1.4 Implications of Modern Communication Gadgets for Journalists
The advent of modern communication gadgets has had a profound impact on the field of journalism, revolutionizing the way news is gathered, produced, and consumed. These gadgets, such as smartphones, tablets, laptops, drones, and digital cameras, offer both positive and negative implications for journalists. These implications have reshaped the daily practice of journalism, offering new opportunities but also presenting significant challenges. The emergence of modern communication gadgets has fundamentally changed the way journalists operate in the field, providing new tools that both enhance and challenge traditional journalistic practices. The implications of these technologies for journalism are not one-dimensional; they have both positive and negative effects on the work, ethics, and professional development of journalists.
Positive Implications
Enhanced Efficiency: One of the most notable positive implications of modern communication gadgets is the increased efficiency they bring to journalists’ work. Gadgets like smartphones and laptops allow journalists to gather and disseminate news faster than ever before. With access to instant internet connectivity, journalists can quickly verify facts, write stories, and distribute content, all from the palm of their hand. This enhances timeliness, a key characteristic of journalism, enabling journalists to stay ahead of the competition and deliver breaking news to audiences almost immediately (Boczkowski, 2004).
Real-Time Reporting: Modern communication gadgets, particularly smartphones, have transformed the way journalists report news. These gadgets enable real-time reporting, allowing journalists to broadcast live events, update social media feeds, and post breaking news updates on their websites or through mobile apps. This shift to live streaming and instantaneous updates has fundamentally altered the pace of news coverage, making journalism more immediate and interactive. In many cases, journalists now cover events as they unfold, providing audiences with up-to-the-minute information (Pavlik, 2013).
Cost-Effectiveness: The cost of producing and distributing news has been significantly reduced due to the availability of affordable modern gadgets. In the past, news organizations required costly infrastructure, such as broadcasting equipment, printing presses, and satellite systems, to deliver content. Today, a single smartphone can function as a reporter's complete toolkit, equipped with a camera, microphone, and internet access. This cost-effectiveness has made it easier for smaller media outlets, freelance journalists, and citizen reporters to enter the industry and participate in the news-making process, leveling the playing field and fostering greater diversity in news coverage (Deuze, 2008).
Audience Engagement: Another positive implication of modern communication gadgets is the enhanced ability for journalists to engage directly with their audience. Gadgets like smartphones and tablets provide seamless integration with social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. Through these tools, journalists can interact with their audience in real time, gain immediate feedback, and even crowdsource information from witnesses or followers. This engagement fosters a more dynamic and participatory form of journalism, where audiences become active participants in the news process (Hermida, 2010).
Negative Implications
Dependency: While modern communication gadgets offer numerous benefits, they also create a dependency that can have negative consequences for journalistic practices. Over-reliance on gadgets for research, communication, and reporting can result in a reduction of traditional journalistic skills. For example, investigative journalism, which often requires in-depth research, interviews, and fact-checking, may suffer if journalists prioritize speed and efficiency over careful and thorough reporting. The convenience of gadgets might also discourage reporters from spending time in the field, resulting in a reliance on secondary sources or pre-packaged information (Singer, 2006). This shift could erode the quality of journalism and reduce its ability to critically examine complex issues.
Ethical Concerns: The speed at which news can be gathered and shared using modern communication gadgets raises significant ethical concerns. With the pressure to deliver instant updates, journalists may be tempted to report information before verifying its accuracy. This urgency can lead to the spread of misinformation or the publication of unverified reports, which can damage the credibility of the journalist and the news organization. Moreover, the constant flow of information can make it difficult for journalists to maintain objectivity and ethical standards, as they may be swayed by sensational headlines or public opinion in their pursuit of popularity (Ward, 2010). Inaccurate or incomplete stories can have serious consequences, especially in a world where misinformation can spread rapidly on social media platforms.
Technological Barriers: Despite the widespread availability of modern communication gadgets, some journalists face significant barriers in accessing or mastering these technologies. Financial constraints can make it difficult for some journalists, particularly those in developing countries or working for smaller media outlets, to afford the latest gadgets and tools. Furthermore, not all journalists possess the technical skills required to effectively use these devices. Journalists may need training to leverage new gadgets for multimedia content creation or to navigate complex social media algorithms. The gap between tech-savvy journalists and those with limited technological resources can create inequalities in the industry, where some journalists are better equipped to take advantage of new opportunities than others (Boczkowski, 2004).
Workplace Disruption: The constant connectivity provided by modern communication gadgets can also lead to workplace disruption. The pressure to provide live updates and instant news reports can be overwhelming for journalists, resulting in increased stress and burnout. Journalists are often required to work long hours, responding to breaking news at any time of day or night. This pressure to deliver instant news, combined with the expectation of maintaining a strong social media presence, can lead to a blurring of work-life boundaries, causing mental and physical strain. The demand for immediacy can make it difficult for journalists to take time off or engage in critical reflection, which are essential for maintaining a healthy work environment and producing quality journalism (Deuze, 2008).
The implications of modern communication gadgets for journalists are both beneficial and challenging. On one hand, these gadgets have dramatically enhanced the speed, reach, and efficiency of journalism, enabling real-time reporting, greater audience engagement, and more cost-effective operations. On the other hand, they also raise concerns related to the erosion of traditional journalistic practices, ethical dilemmas, and the increased pressure on journalists to deliver instant news. Additionally, technological inequalities and the need for specialized training have introduced new barriers for journalists, particularly in less resource-rich environments.
As journalism continues to evolve in the digital age, it is crucial for journalists to balance the advantages of these modern gadgets with their ethical responsibilities and core journalistic values. Media organizations must invest in the ongoing training of their journalists, ensuring that they are not only skilled in using new technologies but also committed to upholding the integrity of the profession. The future of journalism will depend on how effectively journalists adapt to technological advancements while maintaining a steadfast commitment to quality, accuracy, and fairness.
2.1.5	Journalism in Ilorin Metropolis
Ilorin Metropolis, the capital of Kwara State in Nigeria, plays a central role in the region's media landscape. Journalists in Ilorin operate across multiple media platforms, including print, broadcast, and digital channels, reflecting the city's dynamic media environment. The integration of modern communication gadgets into the journalistic practices in Ilorin mirrors global trends where technology plays a significant role in transforming how news is gathered, processed, and disseminated. These advancements have brought about notable improvements in efficiency, reach, and speed in news delivery. However, the adoption and utilization of these modern gadgets by journalists in Ilorin are shaped by various local factors, including affordability, training, and cultural attitudes toward technology. Journalism in Ilorin Metropolis has experienced a significant transformation in recent years, as modern communication gadgets continue to shape how news is gathered, processed, and disseminated. The city’s role as a hub for media activities in Kwara State makes it a unique case study in understanding the broader trends affecting journalism in Nigeria. Journalists in Ilorin now use a wide range of modern gadgets such as smartphones, laptops, tablets, drones, and digital cameras, making reporting more efficient and accessible than ever before. However, the adoption of these technologies does not come without challenges, as various factors affect how these tools are integrated into journalistic practices.
The media environment in Ilorin is characterized by the presence of several local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations. Prominent media outlets like Radio Kwara, NTA Ilorin, and The Herald newspaper are central to the dissemination of news in the metropolis and across Kwara State. Journalists in these outlets rely heavily on both traditional methods of news reporting and modern tools, such as smartphones, laptops, and digital cameras, to enhance their reporting capabilities. These gadgets allow journalists to operate more efficiently, gathering and sharing stories in real time, especially in an era where speed is essential in breaking news coverage (Okoye & Onuoha, 2017).
However, the extent to which journalists in Ilorin embrace these technologies is influenced by several factors. Affordability is one of the most significant barriers, as high-end gadgets such as drones, advanced cameras, and professional editing software can be expensive. This creates a divide between well-resourced media outlets and smaller, independent journalists or community-based media who may not have the financial capacity to access the latest equipment. Training is another critical factor. While many journalists in Ilorin are familiar with basic digital tools such as smartphones and social media platforms, there is often a gap in more specialized skills such as multimedia content creation, data journalism, and digital storytelling. Without proper training, the full potential of modern gadgets remains untapped, leading to inefficiencies and sometimes compromising the quality of reporting (Abdullahi, 2018).
Cultural attitudes towards technology also play a role in shaping the way modern communication gadgets are used in journalism in Ilorin. While younger journalists are generally more receptive to new technologies and digital platforms, older professionals who have spent much of their careers working with traditional media may be slower to adapt. This generational gap can create challenges in the workplace, where younger journalists may push for innovation and digital engagement, while their older counterparts may prioritize conventional journalistic practices. Additionally, the rapid pace of technological change can lead to resistance or skepticism, particularly when the value of new tools is not immediately apparent in terms of increased productivity or revenue (Sokoya, 2015).
In terms of audience engagement, modern gadgets have allowed journalists in Ilorin to connect more directly with their audience. Social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram provide journalists with an interactive space to share updates, gather feedback, and gauge public opinion. This interaction with the audience has made journalism more participatory and accessible, allowing citizens to actively contribute to the news process. However, this also presents challenges, as the rush for audience engagement can sometimes prioritize sensational content over fact-based reporting, leading to the spread of misinformation (Friedman, 2013).
Moreover, technological infrastructure in Ilorin, like internet connectivity and access to reliable electricity, also impacts the ability of journalists to fully leverage modern gadgets. In rural parts of Ilorin Metropolis or less developed neighborhoods, inconsistent electricity supply and internet connectivity can hinder journalists’ ability to report in real time or to produce content that requires high-speed internet, such as video streaming or uploading multimedia content. In contrast, journalists working in urban centers with better infrastructure may have a distinct advantage in accessing and utilizing modern communication gadgets (Boczkowski, 2004).
Despite these challenges, the increasing use of modern communication gadgets in journalism in Ilorin has brought about significant improvements in the field. The capacity to report more quickly, engage with a broader audience, and create content across multiple platforms has opened up new opportunities for both media organizations and independent journalists. However, for the full potential of these gadgets to be realized, continued investment in training, infrastructure, and access to affordable technology will be necessary to address the existing barriers.
The Impact of Digital Platforms on Journalism in Ilorin
In addition to the use of modern communication gadgets, the rise of digital platforms has also played a critical role in reshaping journalism in Ilorin. Digital platforms such as social media networks, news websites, and mobile applications have become essential tools for journalists in the metropolis. The ability to publish instantly and reach a global audience has changed the way news is consumed. Journalists in Ilorin use these platforms not only for reporting breaking news but also for sharing opinions, engaging with audiences, and building an online presence. The immediacy of digital platforms allows for real-time updates and direct interactions with the audience, fostering a more interactive and participatory model of journalism (Pavlik, 2000).
Despite these opportunities, the shift toward digital platforms has posed new challenges. The saturation of news sources and the fast-paced nature of digital media can create pressure on journalists to prioritize speed over accuracy. In the quest for clicks and audience engagement, some journalists may resort to sensationalism or publish unverified information, which can undermine the credibility of news outlets in Ilorin. Additionally, the wide accessibility of digital platforms has also led to the rise of citizen journalism, where ordinary people can report news events via social media. While this has democratized journalism to some extent, it has also blurred the line between professional journalism and amateur reporting, raising questions about credibility and ethical standards in the industry (Deuze, 2008).
Journalists' Adaptation to Modern Communication Gadgets
In Ilorin, the adaptation of journalists to modern communication gadgets has been uneven, as the rate of technological adoption depends largely on the resources available to individual journalists and media organizations. Large media houses in Ilorin, such as Radio Kwara and NTA Ilorin, are better equipped with modern gadgets and resources to train their staff in the use of new technology. These organizations are able to incorporate sophisticated tools like drones, high-definition cameras, and audio recorders into their operations, leading to more comprehensive and immersive news reporting. For instance, the use of aerial drones for investigative reporting or capturing events from the sky has provided a unique perspective that traditional journalism methods could not achieve. Journalists in these institutions are able to gather information more efficiently and produce high-quality content (Baker, 2015).
However, smaller media organizations and freelance journalists in Ilorin often face financial and technical limitations that hinder their ability to fully utilize modern gadgets. The high cost of acquiring advanced equipment such as digital cameras or laptops with sufficient processing power for video editing and multimedia content creation makes it difficult for independent journalists to compete with their well-funded counterparts. Additionally, the lack of proper technical training means that even when journalists have access to modern gadgets, they may not be able to maximize their use effectively. This results in a divide between those who are technologically advanced and those who are still reliant on traditional methods of journalism, limiting their ability to produce content that matches the standards of contemporary media (Garrison & Hiemstra, 2009).
Technological Challenges and Opportunities in Ilorin
Beyond financial constraints, journalists in Ilorin also face technological challenges related to infrastructure, such as unstable electricity and internet connectivity. While some areas of Ilorin have access to reliable electricity and high-speed internet, journalists working in more remote parts of the metropolis or in suburban neighborhoods may struggle with these technological limitations. Power outages and inconsistent internet service can cause disruptions in news production, making it difficult for journalists to meet tight deadlines or provide live coverage. This technological digital divide exacerbates existing disparities within the industry and can hinder the growth of smaller media outlets (Friedman, 2013).
On the other hand, the technological landscape in Ilorin also presents opportunities for journalists to create innovative content. The affordability and accessibility of smartphones have made it easier for journalists to engage in mobile journalism (MoJo), where they use their phones to capture news footage, conduct interviews, and report stories while on the move. MoJo allows for more immediate coverage of breaking news, especially in events such as political protests, natural disasters, or accidents. The ability to produce and share video reports from a smartphone not only reduces the costs associated with traditional broadcasting equipment but also provides journalists with greater flexibility and control over their work (Ricketson, 2017).
Moreover, the growth of digital journalism platforms in Ilorin presents new career opportunities for journalists. Digital platforms have lowered the barriers to entry for journalism, allowing individuals to bypass traditional gatekeepers like editors and publishers to produce and distribute content. Independent journalists, bloggers, and content creators can reach niche audiences and build their own following through social media and websites. This shift has opened up the media landscape, providing more space for diverse voices and alternative narratives that were previously marginalized in mainstream media outlets (Singer, 2017).
Ethical and Professional Concerns in the Digital Age
As journalists in Ilorin embrace modern communication gadgets, they are also grappling with ethical concerns that arise from the rapid dissemination of information. The speed of news delivery facilitated by gadgets like smartphones and social media platforms has led to concerns about the spread of false information, especially in times of crisis. The pressure to publish quickly can lead to errors in reporting, with journalists sometimes rushing to post content without adequately verifying facts. This can contribute to the spread of misinformation or fake news, which undermines public trust in the media (Boczkowski, 2004).
In addition, the use of social media by journalists has blurred the lines between personal and professional conduct. While social media platforms offer a space for journalists to interact with their audiences and promote their work, they also raise ethical dilemmas about privacy, bias, and conflicts of interest. Journalists must navigate the fine line between expressing personal opinions and maintaining objectivity in their reporting. The pressure to cultivate a social media following and generate clicks can sometimes influence the content that journalists produce, leading to sensationalized or biased reporting in order to gain attention (Pavlik, 2000).
2.2 	Theoretical Framework
2.2.1	Technological Determinism Theory
The Technological Determinism Theory, proposed by Marshall McLuhan in the 1960s, argues that technology is the primary driver of societal change, shaping not only how individuals interact with their environment but also how they think, act, and relate to others. According to McLuhan, technology does not merely serve as a tool for human activity but actively mediates human experience and alters the structure of society. This theory emphasizes that the development and widespread adoption of new technologies can lead to fundamental shifts in culture, communication, and social interactions. In McLuhan's famous phrase, "the medium is the message," he suggests that the medium through which we receive information is just as important, if not more so, than the content itself because it reshapes the way individuals experience and understand the world (McLuhan, 1964).
In the context of journalism, technological determinism offers a useful lens for understanding the profound impact that modern communication gadgets have had on journalistic practices. Gadgets such as smartphones, laptops, digital cameras, and drones have fundamentally altered how journalists gather, process, and disseminate information. These tools enable journalists to report stories in real-time, providing immediate updates to the public via social media, news websites, or broadcast platforms. Additionally, the use of multimedia storytelling—incorporating video, audio, and text—has become a hallmark of modern journalism, giving journalists new ways to engage with their audiences. The ability to capture high-quality visuals, conduct live interviews, and upload reports directly from the field has revolutionized news production (Harcup, 2015).
McLuhan’s notion of media as extensions of man is particularly relevant to this study of modern communication gadgets and journalism. According to McLuhan, technology extends the capabilities of individuals, amplifying their senses and skills. For journalists, this means that devices like smartphones and digital cameras function as extensions of their ability to observe, report, and communicate. A smartphone, for example, combines several functions—camera, audio recorder, and internet access—into a single tool that greatly enhances the journalist's ability to report from anywhere, anytime. These gadgets facilitate the rapid gathering and dissemination of information, making it easier for journalists to be present at events, collect data, and share updates instantly, thereby reducing the time gap between reporting and publication (McLuhan, 1964).
However, the Technological Determinism Theory also highlights the negative implications of technology’s influence on society, particularly in terms of journalism. While modern communication gadgets have enhanced efficiency and broadened journalistic capabilities, they have also introduced ethical dilemmas and the potential for over-reliance on technology. Journalists’ growing dependency on gadgets can sometimes overshadow traditional journalistic skills, such as investigative reporting, fact-checking, and critical thinking. For instance, the rapid pace of real-time reporting facilitated by smartphones and social media can sometimes lead to the dissemination of unverified information or sensationalized news, which can compromise journalistic integrity (Friedman, 2013). This reliance on technology may also contribute to issues such as privacy violations or the misuse of social media in ways that challenge professional ethics and accountability.
Furthermore, the theory suggests that the adoption of technology can lead to changes in behavior and decision-making processes within journalism. As journalists become more reliant on gadgets for gathering and reporting news, they may find themselves prioritizing speed and accessibility over depth and accuracy. The constant stream of information enabled by smartphones and digital platforms can result in the pressure to publish first, sometimes at the expense of thorough investigation or thoughtful analysis. This shift in priorities reflects the broader societal shift brought about by technology—where immediate gratification and quick responses are often valued more highly than long-term, in-depth reporting (Pavlik, 2000).
While the Technological Determinism Theory emphasizes the role of technology as a driving force in societal development, it also invites consideration of the symbiotic relationship between technology and society. In the case of journalism, technology is not merely a passive force; it interacts with existing social, cultural, and professional practices to reshape how news is produced and consumed. As McLuhan suggested, the medium itself shapes the message, and in the case of modern journalism, gadgets like smartphones and drones are not only tools for reporting—they actively transform the practice of journalism by redefining what it means to be a journalist in the digital age.
The Technological Determinism Theory provides a powerful framework for understanding the profound impact of modern communication gadgets on the practice of journalism. These gadgets extend the capabilities of journalists, allowing them to gather and disseminate information faster and more efficiently than ever before. However, they also introduce challenges such as ethical concerns, dependency on technology, and changes in journalistic behavior. As the field of journalism continues to evolve, it is essential for journalists to balance the opportunities provided by new technologies with their responsibility to uphold ethical standards and maintain the integrity of their profession.
2.2.2	Diffusion of Innovations Theory
The Diffusion of Innovations Theory, developed by Everett Rogers in 1962, offers a framework for understanding how new technologies, ideas, and innovations spread within a social system. Rogers identifies the process through which innovations gain acceptance and become integrated into societal norms. According to the theory, the adoption of innovations is influenced by five key factors: relative advantage, compatibility, complexity, trialability, and observability. These factors determine whether individuals or groups within a social system are likely to adopt a new technology or practice and at what rate. The theory emphasizes that innovations are not adopted universally and that there are variations in how individuals and communities embrace new ideas (Rogers, 2003).
In the context of journalism in Ilorin Metropolis, the diffusion of modern communication gadgets—such as smartphones, laptops, digital cameras, and drones—can be examined through these five factors. These technologies, which have reshaped journalistic practices worldwide, are being adopted by journalists in Ilorin at varying rates. By considering Rogers’ key elements, we can better understand how and why these innovations are accepted or resisted by journalists in the region.
Relative Advantage
The concept of relative advantage refers to the perceived benefits of a new innovation in comparison to existing practices or technologies. In the case of modern communication gadgets, smartphones offer several relative advantages for journalists. Smartphones allow for real-time reporting, enabling journalists to capture images, videos, and audio from the field and upload them immediately to news platforms. This ability to provide instant updates gives journalists a competitive edge over traditional methods, where reporting could take hours or days. Moreover, smartphones integrate multiple functions—such as internet access, camera, and editing tools—into a single, portable device, allowing journalists to streamline their workflow and increase productivity. These advantages make smartphones a compelling choice for journalists in Ilorin, especially in light of the growing demand for speed and multimedia content in news production (Rogers, 2003).
Compatibility
The compatibility of an innovation refers to how well it aligns with the values, experiences, and needs of potential adopters. In the case of journalism in Ilorin, modern communication gadgets like smartphones and laptops are highly compatible with the demands of contemporary journalism. Journalists in Ilorin increasingly rely on instant news delivery, and the integration of modern gadgets with digital platforms (such as social media and news websites) makes it easier to meet these demands. Moreover, as journalists continue to cater to a tech-savvy audience that consumes news primarily through mobile devices, the compatibility of smartphones and tablets with this shift in media consumption habits becomes even more evident. Journalists in Ilorin are adopting these gadgets because they enable them to produce and disseminate news in ways that meet the expectations of both the industry and the audience (Moore & Benbasat, 1991).
Complexity
The complexity factor refers to how easy or difficult an innovation is to understand and use. Although smartphones and laptops offer significant advantages, their complexity can pose challenges for some journalists in Ilorin, particularly those who may not be technically proficient. For journalists who are accustomed to traditional reporting methods—such as writing for print media or working with broadcast equipment—there may be a learning curve when it comes to using new gadgets effectively. The use of digital cameras, video editing software, and live streaming platforms may be perceived as complicated for those without sufficient technical training. Journalists in Ilorin who are not familiar with the functions of modern communication gadgets may resist adopting them until they feel confident in their ability to use these tools effectively (Rogers, 2003). Therefore, training programs and technical support are essential in facilitating the adoption of these technologies and overcoming barriers related to complexity.
Trialability
Trialability refers to the extent to which an innovation can be experimented with or tested before full adoption. For many journalists in Ilorin, the ability to test and experiment with modern communication gadgets before committing to their use is crucial. Fortunately, the affordability and availability of smartphones and laptops make it easier for journalists to test out these devices on a trial basis. Journalists may first experiment with using their personal devices for field reporting or trial-run multimedia content creation before deciding whether to invest in more advanced equipment. The trialability factor also extends to the flexibility of these gadgets, as journalists can use them in various capacities and for different types of content, such as written reports, video production, and live-streaming. This ability to experiment with new technologies without a significant upfront investment facilitates the adoption process for journalists in Ilorin (Moore & Benbasat, 1991).
Observability
Observability refers to the visibility of an innovation’s benefits, particularly in terms of its observable impact on those who have already adopted it. In Ilorin, the success stories of journalists using modern communication gadgets are evident in the increased speed and reach of news reporting. Journalists who adopt smartphones or drones can easily showcase their ability to provide real-time news updates or produce high-quality multimedia content. The visible impact of these gadgets, such as improved coverage of breaking news, increased audience engagement, and higher-quality journalism, serves as an influential factor in the adoption process. As more journalists in Ilorin see the positive outcomes of using modern communication gadgets, they are more likely to adopt these technologies themselves. Additionally, media outlets that use these gadgets to improve news delivery may set a precedent for others to follow, further facilitating the diffusion of innovations (Rogers, 2003).
The Diffusion of Innovations Theory offers valuable insights into how and why modern communication gadgets are adopted by journalists in Ilorin Metropolis. By examining factors such as relative advantage, compatibility, complexity, trialability, and observability, we can better understand the varying rates of adoption among journalists. While some journalists in Ilorin embrace the benefits of gadgets like smartphones, laptops, and drones, others face challenges related to technical proficiency and access to resources. Understanding these factors is crucial for designing effective training programs and support systems that encourage the widespread adoption of modern communication gadgets in the region. Ultimately, the successful diffusion of these innovations can help enhance journalistic practices in Ilorin, leading to more efficient reporting, better audience engagement, and higher-quality content.
2.3 Empirical Framework
The empirical framework is the section where existing research and studies are reviewed to provide a foundation for the investigation of a specific topic. In this case, the empirical framework focuses on understanding how modern communication gadgets have influenced journalism practices, particularly among journalists in Ilorin Metropolis. This section will explore empirical studies that examine the adoption of communication technologies, their impact on journalistic activities, and the challenges faced by journalists in adopting these tools.
Adoption of Modern Communication Gadgets in Journalism
A growing body of literature has examined how modern communication gadgets, including smartphones, laptops, and drones, have revolutionized the field of journalism. For example, studies have shown that the adoption of smartphones has significantly increased the ability of journalists to report news in real-time, particularly in breaking news situations (Westlund, 2013). Westlund (2013) highlights that smartphones have become the primary tool for journalists in many parts of the world, offering portability and immediacy that traditional journalism tools cannot match. Journalists can use smartphones to capture images, record video, and even conduct live interviews, all while on the move, which greatly enhances the speed and efficiency of news reporting.
A similar study by Molyneux (2017) focused on the impact of mobile journalism, indicating that journalists increasingly rely on their smartphones to produce multimedia content. Molyneux found that mobile technology has empowered journalists to reach wider audiences by integrating social media platforms, which can facilitate engagement and interaction with readers. The mobility and multimedia capabilities of these gadgets have encouraged journalists to explore new formats for storytelling, moving beyond traditional text-based formats to incorporate audio and video content into news stories (Molyneux, 2017).
Technological Challenges in Journalistic Practice
Despite the advantages, the adoption of modern communication gadgets also brings challenges. One major challenge is the complexity of these devices, particularly for journalists who may lack technical skills. A study by Pavlik (2001) on the adoption of new technologies in journalism emphasized that journalists face a learning curve when transitioning from traditional to digital tools. Many journalists in both developed and developing countries struggle with the technical aspects of modern gadgets, especially when it comes to multimedia production and real-time reporting. This difficulty can lead to a slower uptake of new technologies or a reluctance to fully integrate these tools into journalistic practices (Pavlik, 2001).
In Ilorin Metropolis, where many journalists may not have access to advanced training or the financial resources to purchase state-of-the-art gadgets, the technical barriers can be particularly significant. A study by Akpan and Nwosu (2021) on the challenges faced by journalists in Nigeria found that many local journalists encounter difficulties in using digital tools due to limited access to technology and a lack of adequate training. This finding is relevant to the current study, as it highlights how financial constraints and inadequate technical expertise can hinder the effective use of modern communication gadgets among journalists in Ilorin.
Impact of Gadgets on Journalism Efficiency and Content Delivery
Several empirical studies have also examined how modern communication gadgets influence the efficiency and quality of journalistic output. Research by Meier (2017) explored the role of digital technologies in enhancing journalistic productivity. The study found that journalists who adopted gadgets like smartphones and laptops were able to report stories faster, reach wider audiences, and adapt to the demands of the digital age more effectively. Live streaming, real-time updates, and instant communication became key features of modern journalism, particularly in the context of breaking news coverage (Meier, 2017).
Furthermore, studies on the content quality produced by journalists using mobile technology have highlighted that the integration of multimedia (text, video, and images) into news stories has led to more engaging and informative content. According to a study by Hermida (2013), mobile journalism has transformed how news is consumed, particularly among younger audiences, by offering more interactive and visually compelling stories. The ability to incorporate multiple forms of media, such as photos, videos, and live broadcasts, has enriched journalistic content and attracted greater audience engagement.
Journalistic Independence and Ethical Concerns
The adoption of modern communication gadgets in journalism is not without its ethical implications. Several studies have highlighted concerns regarding the speed of reporting facilitated by gadgets like smartphones. According to Friedman (2013), the rush to publish breaking news often leads to the dissemination of unverified or inaccurate information, which can undermine the credibility of the media and journalists. In a fast-paced digital environment, the desire to be the first to break a story can sometimes lead to compromising journalistic ethics, including issues of privacy invasion and sensationalism (Friedman, 2013).
Similarly, Kovach and Rosenstiel (2014) argued that the pressure to deliver instant news can sometimes lead to oversimplification of complex stories, as journalists may not have the time to conduct thorough research or investigation. This challenge is especially relevant in Ilorin Metropolis, where journalists may face time and resource constraints while trying to meet the expectations of their audience for up-to-the-minute news updates.


























CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

3.1 	Research Design 
Research design is the plan or blue print which specifies how data relating to a given problem should be collected and analyzed or the procedural outline for the conduct of any given investigation. (Nworgu, 1991). It is also the researcher’s plan of action concerning the study, compressed into few paragraphs (Acholonu, 2012). Nichmas and Nichmas (1981) in their work on research methods in the social sciences defined research design as: 
The program that guides the investigation in the process of collecting, analyzing, and interpreting observation. It is a logical model of proof that allows the researcher to draw inferences concerning causal relations among the variables under investigation. It defines the domain of generalization to a large population or to different locations. 
Simply put, the research design is the hub on which a research is hinged upon. It is the general arrangement or the plan of the research intention (Madueme, 2010). 
This research therefore, employed the use of survey in the collection of data. This is because the people’s opinions weresought through questionnaire. 
3.2 	Population of Study 
Population refers to all cases or individuals that fit a certain specification (Ohaja, 2003). It is also the aggregate of all cases that conform to some designated set of specifications (Chein, 1959) quoted in Madueme (2010, p.71). Such specifications may be people, subjects, items, sectors, animals and so on. 
While official data on the exact number of journalists in Kwara or Ilorin isn't publicly available, we can make reasonable inferences, we have 23 news outlets formally recorded in Kwara State, 44 media houses across the state, If each of the 44 media outlets employs even 5–10 journalists, that suggests between 220 and 440 journalists across the state.
An estimated 220–440 working journalists statewide, based on average media house staffing Robust engagement from the NUJ and local outlets signifies a substantial journalistic community, especially in Ilorin.
There’s no exact headcount available, but based on media infrastructure and staffing averages, the number of journalists in Kwara State likely ranges between a few hundred and around 400. For precise data, the National or Kwara Chapter of the NUJ would be the most authoritative source.


3.3	Sample Size and Sample Techniques
Sample is the selection of some members or elements from the population for actual investigation (Ohaja, 2003). It is also a section or part of an entire population of people or things which are studied to obtain information about the research variables (Madueme, 2010). The respondents will be purposely selected from different conventional media outlet in Kwara state, the major reason for using purposive sampling, was due to the fact that the researcher wants to know the view of experience journalists on the matter of discussion. 
Therefore, for the purpose of this study, ten (10) media houses were purposely selected, in which 10 journalists were chosen from each media house to make a sample size of 100 respondents.
3.4 	Instrumentation
The research instrument used for this study was the questionnaire. A questionnaire is a data collection tool which uses various questions to achieve the research objectives (Madueme, 2010). Questionnaire is also a technique for data collection. It is used to ascertain facts, opinions, beliefs, attitudes, ideas, practices, and other demographic information (Obasi, 2012).  A total of twenty (20) items were drawn and administered to the respondents. The questionnaire was divided into two parts. Part A contained items on the demography of the respondents while part B contained items that answered the research questions formulated for the study. 
3.5 	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 
The questionnaire used for this study was thoroughly scrutinized by the supervisor to ensure its clarity, relevance, un-ambiguity, and comprehension. 
3.6 	Method of Data Collection 
Data was generated using the questionnaire administered face to face to the respondents by the researcher herself. One hundred 100 copies of questionnaire distributed, 100 copies were returned, which gave a response rate of return of 100%. The completed copies of the questionnaire were collected and analyzed by the researcher. 
3.7 	Method of Data Analysis 
Data collected was analyzed using frequency tables, percentages, simple descriptive data analysis and chi-square statistical analysis. Chi-square is a non-parametric statistical tool which can be conveniently used in testing hypothesis when dealing with contented data. Chi-square formula is presented below: 
X2=E (o-e) 2 
E, Where x2 = chi-square, E = summation, O=observation frequency, e = expected frequency 
CHAPTER FOUR
DATE PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 Introduction 
The purpose of this study was to determine the impact of social media on modern journalism: a study of journalists in Ilorin metropolis. This chapter is concerned with the presentation and analysis of data gathered through the use of questionnaire distributed. One hundred (100) copies of questionnaire were distributed, and retrieved back. This gave a response rate of return of 100%. 
Analysis of Demographic Data 
Items 1-5 in the questionnaire answered questions on the demography of the respondents. 
Question 1: What is your sex? 
	Table 1: Response to question 1 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	Male 
	27
	27

	Female 
	73 
	73

	Total 
	100 
	100


On the table above, 27 respondents out of 100 (27%) are male, while 73 respondents (73%) are female. 
Question 2: What age bracket do you belong? 
	Table 2: Response to question2 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	25-30 
	83
	83

	31-35 
	11
	11

	36-40 
	2
	2

	41-45 
	2
	2

	46 and above 
	2
	2

	Total 
	100 
	100 


On the above table, 83 respondents (83%) out of 100 respondents fell under the age bracket of 25-30, 11 out of 100 respondents (11%) fell under the age bracket of 31-35, 2 respondents (2%) fell under the age bracket of 36-40, 2 respondents (2%) fell under the age bracket of 41-45, while 2 respondents (2%) fell under the age bracket of 46 and above. 




Question 3: What is your educational qualification? 
	Table 3: Response to question 3 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	OND/ND/HND 
	69
	69

	B.Sc/M.Sc
	21
	21

	Ph.D
	10
	10

	Total 
	100 
	100 


From the table above, 69 out of 100 respondents (69%) are OND/ND/HND holders, 21 out of 100 respondents (21%) are B.Sc, M.Sc holders while 10 respondents (10%) are Ph.D holders. 
Question 4: What is your marital status? 
	Table 4: Response to question 4 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Married 
	8
	8

	Single 
	92
	92

	Total 
	100 
	100 


On the above table, 8 respondents out of 100 respondents (8%) are married while 92 respondents (92%) are single. 
Question 5: What type of reporter are you? 
	Table 5: Response to question 5 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	General assignment 
	48 
	48

	Specialized 
	18
	18

	Freelancer 
	7
	7

	Beat 
	10
	10

	Other 
	17
	17

	Total 
	100 
	100 


The above table showed that 48 out of 100 respondents (48%) are general assignment reporters, 18 respondents (18%) are specialized reporters, 7respondents (7%) are freelancers, and 10 respondents (10%) are beat reporters while 17 respondents out of 100 respondents (17%) are other kinds of reporters. 




4.2	Analysis of Research Instrument
Question 6: How frequently do you use modern communication gadgets (e.g., smartphone, laptop, digital recorder) in your journalism work?
	Table 6: Response to question 6 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Daily 
	100
	100

	Weekly 
	-
	-

	Occasionally
	-
	

	Never
	-
	

	Total 
	100 
	100 


In response to the question above, 100 respondents (100%) use modern communication gadgets in their journalism work. 
Question 7: Which gadget has most improved your efficiency in journalism?
	Table 7: Response to question7 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Smartphone
	50
	50

	Laptop
	25
	25

	Digital camera
	20
	20

	Tablet
	5
	5

	Total 
	100 
	100 


The table above showed 50% respondents said smartphone has improved their efficiency in journalism, 25% used laptop, 20% used digital camera, while 5% respondents used tablet. 
Question 8: What is the most significant change modern gadgets have brought to your work?
	Table 7: Response to question7 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Faster news gathering
	55
	55

	Real-time publishing
	30
	30

	Multimedia storytelling
	10
	10

	No major change
	5
	5

	Total 
	100 
	100 


The table above showed 55% said that modern gadgets have helped them in fast news gathering, 30% real time publishing, 10% multimedia storytelling, while 5% had no major changes. 

Question 9: How do modern gadgets influence your ability to meet deadlines?
	Table 9: Response to question 9. Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Greatly improve
	80
	80

	Somewhat improve
	20
	20

	No influence
	-
	-

	Make it harder
	-
	-

	Total 
	100 
	100 


From the above table, 80% said modern gadgets greatly improve their ability to meet deadlines, while 20% said somewhat improve it. 
Question 10: Which platform do you mostly use to publish content generated from your gadgets?
	Table 10: Response to question 10 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Social media
	77 
	77

	News website
	13
	13

	TV/Radio
	3
	3

	Print Media
	7
	7

	Total 
	100 
	100 


On the table above, 77% used social media platform to publish content generated from their gadget most times, 13% used news website, 3% used Tv/Radio while 7% used print media. 
Question 11: What is your most common challenge using modern communication gadgets?
	Table 11: Response to question 11 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Internet connection issues
	10
	10

	Battery/power problems
	19
	19

	High cost of gadgets
	59
	59

	Lack of technical knowledge
	3
	3

	Total 
	100 
	100 


From the table above, 10% choose internet connection issues as the most common challenge using modern communication gadget 19% chooses battery/power problems, 59% chooses high cost of gadgets while 3% chooses lack of technical knowledge. 
Question 12: Do you find it easy to learn how to use new gadgets for journalism? 
	Table 12: Response to question 12 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Very easy
	70
	70

	Easy
	15
	15

	Difficult 
	11
	11

	Very Difficult 
	4
	4

	Total 
	100 
	100 


The table above showed that 70% of the respondents find it very easy to learn how to use new gadgets for journalism, 15% find it easy, 11% finds it difficult, while 4% finds it very difficult. 
Question 13: Have you received any training on using communication gadgets for journalism?
	Table 13: Response to question 13 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Yes, extensive training
	56
	56

	Yes, limited training 
	18
	18

	No, self-taught
	17
	17

	No training at all
	6
	6

	Total 
	100 
	100 


In response to the question above, 56% received extensive training on using communication gadgets for journalism, 18% received limited training, 17% received self-taught, while 3% received no training at all.
Question 14: How affordable are modern gadgets for your journalism work?
	Table 14: Response to question 14 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Very affordable
	12
	12

	Fairly affordable
	28
	28

	Expensive
	38
	38

	Not affordable
	22
	22

	Total 
	100 
	100 


On the table above, 12% said modern gadget are affordable for journalism work, 28% said they are fairly affordable, 38% said they are expensive, while 22% said they are not affordable. 
Question 15: How often do technical issues delay your work?
	Table 15: Response to question 15 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Frequently
	23
	23

	Occasionally
	42
	42

	Rarely
	14
	14

	Never
	21
	21

	Total 
	100 
	100 


The table showed that 23% frequently experience technical issues which delay their work, 42% occasionally 14% rarely, while 21% never. 
Question 16: To what extent have you integrated gadgets into your daily journalism routine?
	Response to question 16 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Fully integrated
	68
	68

	Partially integrated
	13
	13

	Trying to integrate
	12
	12

	Not integrated
	7
	7

	Total 
	100 
	100 


In response to the question above, 68% said they have fully integrated gadgets into their daily journalism routine, 7% said they have partially integrated it, 12% said trying to integrate, while 7% did not integrate it. 
Question 17: How confident are you using gadgets for reporting and editing stories?
	Table 17: Response to question 17 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Very confident
	49
	49

	Moderately confident
	21
	21

	Slightly confident
	19
	19

	Not confident
	11
	11

	Total 
	100 
	100 


From the table above, 49% said they are confident using gadget for reporting and editing, 21% said they are moderately confident, 19% said they are slightly confident, 11% are not confident. 


Question 18: What support would improve your use of gadgets in journalism?
	Table 18: Response to question 18 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Technical training
	24
	46

	Better internet and electricity
	16
	11

	Organizational support
	14
	21

	Access to affordable gadgets
	46
	13

	Total 
	100 
	100 


In response to question 18 above, 24% said that technical training will improve their use of gadget in journalism, 16% said better internet and electricity, 14% said organizational support, while 46% said access to affordable gadgets. 
Question 19: How often do you collaborate with other journalists using digital tools (e.g., Zoom, Google Docs)?
	Table 19: Response to question 19 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Very often
	80
	80

	Occasionally
	20
	20

	Rarely
	-
	-

	Never
	-
	-

	Total 
	100 
	100


From the above table, 80% very often collaborate with other journalists using digital tools (e.g., Zoom, Google Docs), while 20% occasionally.
Question 20: Would you recommend increased investment in digital tools for journalism in Ilorin Metropolis?
	Table 20: Response to question 20 Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly recommend
	70
	70

	Recommend
	30
	30

	Do not recommend
	-
	-

	Strongly oppose
	-
	-

	Total 
	100 
	100 


In response to question 20 above, 80% said they strongly recommend increased investment in digital tools for journalism in Ilorin Metropolis, while 30% said they recommend. 

4.3 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
In this section, the data collected from survey on “advent of modern communication gadgets and its implication for journalist, a Study of Journalists in Ilorin Metropolis” would be discussed. The data was contained in 100 fully completed questionnaire retrieved from the respondents. Responses on the research questions would be discussed. 
Research question 1: How have modern communication gadgets transformed the practice of journalism?
The findings of this study clearly show that modern communication gadgets have significantly transformed journalistic practices in Ilorin Metropolis. All respondents (100%) confirmed that they use modern gadgets such as smartphones, laptops, and digital recorders daily in their journalism work. The majority (50%) identified smartphones as the most efficient tool, followed by laptops (25%) and digital cameras (20%).
In terms of impact, 55% of respondents said that gadgets have enhanced faster news gathering, while 30% noted improvements in real-time publishing. Also, 80% reported that gadgets greatly improve their ability to meet deadlines, demonstrating how technology has optimized time-sensitive reporting. Furthermore, the most commonly used platform for publishing was social media (77%), reflecting the digital shift in news dissemination. These results align with previous literature (e.g., McQuail, 2010; Pavlik, 2013), which emphasized that modern gadgets have improved the speed, accessibility, and flexibility of journalistic output. Journalists can now report breaking news in real-time, conduct remote interviews, and engage with their audiences instantly.
Research question 2. What challenges do journalists face due to the reliance on these gadgets?
Despite the benefits, the findings also highlighted several challenges associated with gadget usage. The most significant challenge reported was the high cost of gadgets (59%), followed by battery/power problems (19%) and internet connection issues (10%). Only 3% identified lack of technical knowledge, suggesting that most journalists are technologically literate or at least self-taught.
Furthermore, 38% considered gadgets expensive, and 22% said they are not affordable, indicating that financial barriers still limit full adoption and accessibility. This reinforces the findings of scholars like Oyero & Oyesomi (2014), who argue that infrastructural and economic factors hinder full digital integration in journalism, especially in developing regions. Another reported issue was technical difficulties, with 23% frequently and 42% occasionally experiencing work delays due to gadget malfunction or network-related problems.
Research question 3. What is the impact of these gadgets on journalistic ethics and standards?
The pressure to publish quickly was a recurring theme, with 55% of respondents agreeing that modern gadgets sometimes pressure them to release news before verification, and 47% admitted to having rarely published inaccurate content due to the speed enabled by gadgets. Additionally, 50% agreed that gadgets have introduced ethical dilemmas into journalism, with speed over accuracy being the most cited issue (43%).
Nonetheless, 58% of the respondents stated they always cross-check their stories before publishing, while another 26% do so often. This indicates that while there is pressure to act fast, a strong ethical consciousness still guides many journalists. These findings are supported by studies such as Singer (2003), which note that the digital age has created a tension between speed and accuracy, but professional ethics remain a guiding force.
Research question 4. How can journalists effectively integrate these tools into their workflow?
The results show that many journalists in Ilorin have already integrated gadgets into their routines, with 68% fully integrated and 13% partially integrated. 49% reported being very confident, while another 21% are moderately confident using gadgets for reporting and editing. This indicates a high level of digital competency among journalists in the region.
In terms of support, respondents identified access to affordable gadgets (46%) and technical training (24%) as the key areas that would help improve their use of technology. Moreover, 80% reported collaborating very often with colleagues via digital tools such as Zoom and Google Docs, showing strong digital networking practices.
Finally, 100% of respondents recommended increased investment in digital tools for journalism, with 70% strongly recommending it. This underscores the urgent need for institutional support, investment in training, infrastructure, and equipment to strengthen the effective integration of communication gadgets in journalistic practice. From the findings, it is evident that modern communication gadgets have profoundly influenced journalism practice in Ilorin Metropolis. They have improved efficiency, news delivery speed, and content diversity. However, challenges such as gadget affordability, power supply, and ethical dilemmas persist. Despite these, journalists are adapting and integrating these tools into their daily routines. The study calls for sustained investment in training and infrastructure to enhance responsible and efficient digital journalism.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Introduction 
The main aim of this study was to determine the advent of modern communication gadgets and its implication for journalist in Ilorin Metropolis Survey research design was adopted using questionnaire for data gathering. Based on the data collected, analyzed and discussed, this chapter will be focused on the summary of findings, conclusion and recommendations. 
5.2 Summary of findings 
This research explored the influence of modern communication gadgets on journalism practice, using journalists in Ilorin Metropolis as a case study. The investigation focused on how these technologies have transformed journalism, the challenges associated with their use, their impact on journalistic ethics, and how they can be better integrated into daily professional routines.
The data revealed that modern communication gadgets are widely adopted among journalists in Ilorin. A striking 100% of respondents reported daily usage, with the smartphone identified as the most impactful device, enhancing efficiency, mobility, and multimedia reporting. Gadgets have enabled faster news gathering, real-time publishing, and increased flexibility in how stories are covered and shared, primarily via social media (77%).
In terms of transformation, 80% noted that modern gadgets greatly improve their ability to meet deadlines, suggesting that journalism has become more immediate and responsive. This aligns with global trends, where mobile journalism (mojo) is reshaping the media landscape by allowing journalists to report and edit directly from the field.
However, these advancements come with notable challenges. The high cost of gadgets (59%) was the most reported barrier, along with power issues and poor internet access. These limitations hinder the full potential of digital journalism and create inequalities between well-resourced and less-resourced journalists. Additionally, though most journalists find it very easy or easy to learn new gadgets (85%), affordability and access remain major obstacles.
Ethical implications were also considered. While 55% acknowledged pressure to publish quickly, and 43% identified “speed over accuracy” as an ethical concern, a majority still maintain professionalism: 58% always cross-check facts before publishing, showing that ethical consciousness remains strong among the journalists studied.
The study also found that most respondents have successfully integrated gadgets into their workflow, with 68% fully integrated, and many expressed high confidence in using these tools. Furthermore, 80% collaborate regularly with colleagues through digital platforms, reflecting the increasingly networked and interactive nature of journalism.
Importantly, the respondents strongly support further development: 70% strongly recommend increased investment in digital tools, training, and infrastructure to support digital journalism in Ilorin Metropolis. They also identified technical training and access to affordable gadgets as vital areas for improvement.
In summary, this study concludes that modern communication gadgets have become indispensable in journalism practice in Ilorin Metropolis. They enhance speed, accessibility, content diversity, and engagement. However, financial constraints, technical issues, and ethical pressures continue to challenge full and responsible integration. Despite these, journalists in Ilorin have shown high levels of adaptability and commitment to upholding journalistic standards, making a strong case for institutional support and investment in digital media infrastructure 
5.3 Conclusion 
This study set out to examine the advent of modern communication gadgets and their implications for journalists in Ilorin Metropolis. Based on the data collected and analyzed, it is evident that modern communication tools such as smartphones, laptops, digital recorders, and internet-based applications have significantly transformed the practice of journalism in the area. These gadgets have enhanced the speed, efficiency, and convenience of news gathering, reporting, editing, and dissemination. Journalists are now better able to meet tight deadlines, engage with wider audiences in real time, and diversify their storytelling through multimedia content.
However, the study also highlighted several challenges journalists face due to their reliance on these technologies. Chief among them are the high cost of acquiring gadgets, irregular power supply, unstable internet connectivity, and occasional ethical lapses driven by the urgency to publish quickly. Despite these challenges, many journalists in Ilorin have shown high levels of digital competence, confidence, and willingness to adapt to new technologies, integrating these tools into their daily workflow.
Moreover, the findings indicate a strong desire among journalists for more institutional support, especially in the form of affordable gadgets, reliable infrastructure, and regular technical training. These measures will help them better navigate the challenges of modern journalism while upholding professional ethics and standards.
In conclusion, modern communication gadgets have become indispensable to journalism in Ilorin Metropolis. To ensure that journalists fully harness their benefits while minimizing the associated risks, there is a need for continuous investment in digital tools, skill development, and supportive infrastructure. Doing so will not only enhance the quality of journalism but also strengthen its role in informing, educating, and shaping public discourse in the digital age.
5.4 Recommendations 
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations were made: 
Based on the findings and conclusion of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to improve the effective use of modern communication gadgets among journalists in Ilorin Metropolis:
1. Provision of Affordable Communication Gadgets: Media organizations and government agencies should collaborate to provide journalists with subsidized or affordable access to essential gadgets such as smartphones, laptops, and digital cameras. This will help reduce the financial burden on individual journalists and encourage wider adoption.
2. Regular Technical Training and Capacity Building: Continuous professional development programs should be organized to equip journalists with the technical skills needed to effectively use modern gadgets. Training should cover digital reporting, multimedia editing, data security, and ethical decision-making in a digital environment.
3. Improvement in Infrastructure: There is a pressing need to improve electricity supply and internet connectivity in Ilorin and other parts of Kwara State. Reliable power and strong internet access are critical for digital journalism to thrive.
4. Establishment of Digital Media Support Centers: Media houses or press associations in Kwara State can create digital hubs where journalists can access gadgets, internet services, and professional support. These centers can also serve as training grounds and collaborative spaces.
5. Promotion of Ethical Journalism in the Digital Age: Journalists should be continually reminded of the importance of verifying information, even when under pressure to publish quickly. Media ethics bodies and journalism associations should reinforce ethical standards through workshops, handbooks, and mentoring.
6. Encouraging Organizational Support: Media organizations should invest in upgrading newsroom technology and ensure that reporters on the field have access to up-to-date tools. Organizations should also create policies that support responsible gadget use and digital safety.
7. Encouraging Collaboration and Innovation: Journalists should be encouraged to collaborate using digital platforms like Zoom, Google Docs, and newsroom apps to share resources, ideas, and stories. This will enhance productivity and reduce isolation among field reporters.
8. Policy Support and Funding: Policymakers should recognize the evolving needs of journalism in the digital era and create supportive frameworks that allow journalists to access technology grants, training opportunities, and innovation funds.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Department of Mass Communication
Institute of ICT
							Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin
Dear Sir /Madam
I am a final year student of the above-named institution conducting a research on “Advent of Modern Communication Gadgets and Its Implication for Journalist; A case study of Journalists in Ilorin Metropolis”.
I humbly solicit your support by filling in the questions below. Be assured that your answers will be treated with strict confidentiality. The information supplied will be used strictly for the purpose of this study. Thanks 

Yours Faithfully,  
Researcher 
SECTION A
INSTRUCTION: Please tick [ ] against the question(s) that correctly express your opinion. 
1. What is your Gender? 	Male [ ] 	Female [ ] 
2. What is your age? 25-30 [ ] 31-35 [ ] 36-40 [ ] 41-45 [ ] 46 and above [ ] 
3. What is your educational qualification? OND/ND/HND [ ] B. Sc. /M. Sc. [ ] 
PhD [ ] 
4. What is your marital status? Married [ ] Single [ ] 
5. What type of reporter are you? General Assignment [ ] Specialized [ ] Freelancer [ ] Beat [ ] Other [ ] 
SECTION B
1. How frequently do you use modern communication gadgets (e.g., smartphone, laptop, digital recorder) in your journalism work? [ ] (a) Daily [ ] (b) Weekly [ ] (c) Occasionally [ ] (d) Never
2. Which gadget has most improved your efficiency in journalism? [ ] (a) Smartphone [ ] (b) Laptop [ ] (c) Digital camera [ ] (d) Tablet
3. What is the most significant change modern gadgets have brought to your work? [ ] (a) Faster news gathering [ ] (b) Real-time publishing [ ] (c) Multimedia storytelling [ ] (d) No major change
4. How do modern gadgets influence your ability to meet deadlines? [ ] (a) Greatly improve [ ] (b) Somewhat improve [ ] (c) No influence [ ] (d) Make it harder
5. Which platform do you mostly use to publish content generated from your gadgets? [ ] (a) Social media [ ] (b) News website [ ] (c) TV/Radio [ ] (d) Print media
6. What is your most common challenge using modern communication gadgets?
[ ] (a) Internet connection issues [ ] (b) Battery/power problems[ ] (c) High cost of gadgets 
[ ] (d) Lack of technical knowledge
7. Do you find it easy to learn how to use new gadgets for journalism? [ ] (a) Very easy [ ] (b) Easy [ ] (c) Difficult [ ] (d) Very difficult
8. Have you received any training on using communication gadgets for journalism? [ ] (a) Yes, extensive training [ ] (b) Yes, limited training [ ] (c) No, self-taught [ ] (d) No training at all
9. How affordable are modern gadgets for your journalism work? [ ] (a) Very affordable 
[ ] (b) Fairly affordable [ ] (c) Expensive [ ] (d) Not affordable
10. How often do technical issues delay your work? [ ] (a) Frequently [ ] (b) Occasionally [ ] (c) Rarely [ ] (d) Never
11. Do modern gadgets pressure you to publish faster than you can verify facts? [ ] (a) Always [ ] (b) Sometimes [ ] (c) Rarely [ ] (d) Never
12. Have you ever posted or submitted inaccurate content due to gadget-based speed? [ ] (a) Yes, frequently [ ] (b) Occasionally [ ] (c) Rarely [ ] (d) Never
13. Do you think the use of gadgets increases ethical dilemmas in journalism? [ ] (a) Strongly agree [ ] (b) Agree [ ] (c) Disagree [ ] (d) Strongly disagree
14. Which ethical challenge do you experience most when using modern gadgets? [ ] (a) Speed over accuracy [ ] (b) Plagiarism risks [ ] (c) Invasion of privacy [ ] (d) None
15. How often do you cross-check information before publishing when using gadgets? [ ] (a) Always [ ] (b) Often [ ] (c) Sometimes [ ] (d) Never
16. To what extent have you integrated gadgets into your daily journalism routine? [ ] (a) Fully integrated [ ] (b) Partially integrated [ ] (c) Trying to integrate [ ] (d) Not integrated
17. How confident are you using gadgets for reporting and editing stories? [ ] (a) Very confident [ ] (b) Moderately confident [ ] (c) Slightly confident [ ] (d) Not confident
18. What support would improve your use of gadgets in journalism? [ ] (a) Technical training [ ] (b) Better internet and electricity [ ] (c) Organizational support [ ] (d) Access to affordable gadgets
19. How often do you collaborate with other journalists using digital tools (e.g., Zoom, Google Docs)? [ ] (a) Very often [ ] (b) Occasionally [ ] (c) Rarely [ ] (d) Never
20. Would you recommend increased investment in digital tools for journalism in Ilorin Metropolis? [ ] (a) Strongly recommend [ ] (b) Recommend [ ] (c) Do not recommend [ ] (d) Strongly oppose
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