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ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]This research study focused on Broadcast media and the combating of child Abuse and child labour in Nigeria. Using the people of Ilorin residents as a study area, with Ilorin South residents as the population. The researcher explored the role, the broadcast media play in surveying the environment and bringing to the fore front issues that can endanger the lives of the masses such as child abuse and child labour . Thus, it was ascertained that the broadcast media is potent tool that is capable of setting agenda on burning issues and able to persuade the audience and make them take necessary action when and where needed. Survey research method was employed to gather responses from the population, while questionnaire was adopted as the tool to elicit responses from the respondents who are four hundred respondents that constitute the sample size. It was thereby unravel that NAPTIP on air on broadcast media creates necessary awareness on fight against child abuse in Nigeria, this can be affirmed when 95% of the sampled population attested to this fact. Also, acing to literature review the study finds out that NAPTIP on air on broadcast media assists in combatting child abuse in Nigeria, when 75% of the total respondents affirmed this. Therefore, the researcher recommends that both government and NGO should intensify efforts in the fight against child abuse by sponsoring programs such as NAPTIP on air.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1      Background of the Study
           Child abuse, child labour, child trafficking are words that are often  used interchangeably to means any form of maltreatment lashes on children usually those below the age of 18 years in Nigeria. Child abuse or child maltreatment is physical, sexual, and or psychological maltreatment or neglect of a child or children, especially by a parent or caregiver. Child abuse may include any act or failure to act by a parent or a caregiver that results in actual or potential harm to a child, and can occur in a child’s home, or in the organizations, schools, or communities the child interacts with.
            Child abuse and neglect (CAN) has been recognized as a major health problem due to its implications on child surviving. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2016) uses child maltreatment in general term that includes both abuse and neglect. It is define as any act  or series of acts of commission or omission by parents or other caregivers that results in herm or threat  of harm to a child. The world health organization (WHO) (2011)  defines CAN as every kind of physical, sexual, emotional abuse, neglect or negligent,, treatment, commercial or other exploitation resulting in actual or potential harm to the children’s health, survival, development, or dignity in the content of a relationship of responsibility, trust or power.
            Abuse in all its forms are a daily reality for many Nigerian children and only a fraction ever receive help. Six out of every 10 children experience some form of violence while, one in four girls and 10 per cent of boys have been victims of sexual violence. Of the children who reported violence, fewer than five out of a 100 received any form of support. The drivers of violence against children (VAC) are rooted in social norms, including around the use of violent discipline, violence against women and community beliefs about witchcraft, all of which increase children’s vulnerability (UNICEF, 2017)
            Nigeria has the largest number of child brides in Africa with more than 23 million girls and women who were married as children, most of them from poor and rural communities. While data suggests a decline of 9 per cent in the prevalence of child marriage since 2003, and a projected further decrease of 6 per cent by 2030, Nigeria’s rapid population growth means that the number of child brides will in fact increase by more than one million by 2030 and double by 2050 (UNICEF, 2017).
            Ullman, Najdowski and Filipas (2019) noted that the act of commission (child abuse) is deliberate and intentional acts which may include physical, sexual and psychological abuse, and the act of omission (child neglect) is the failure to provide for a child’s basic needs such as physical, emotional, medical/dental and educational needs and failure to supervise and protect a child from harm or potential harm. Abused or neglected children have been reported to have cognitive impairment, developmental delays, eating and sleeping disorders, poor performance at school, poor relationships, post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, suicidal behaviour and may themselves become abusive.
            According to the WHO in the year 2002, an estimated 31,000 deaths were attributed to homicide among children <15 years of age. Millions of children have been victims of CAN, many of which have resulted to death, but have gone unnoticed because children’s death is not routinely investigated or autopsied; therefore, it is difficult to know the degree of the problem. Infants and pre-schoolchildren are at the greatest risk of fatal maltreatment because of their dependency, vulnerability and relative social invisibility.
            Children in West and Central Africa are susceptible to a wide range of hazards from which they have a right to protection, including child labour, sexual exploitation, trafficking, conflict and other emergencies, female genital mutilation/cutting and child marriage. About 35% of the children of West and Central Africa are estimated to be engaged in child labour. There are, however, wide variations between individual countries in the region.
            Olatosi, Ogordi, Oredugba, Sote, (2018) report that in Nigeria, CAN is beginning to receive attention unlike in the past where the awareness was low, and emphasis placed on prevalent childhood problems such as malnutrition and infection. Despite the attention being received by CAN, Nigerian society is still plagued with incidences of child labour, child maltreatment, child marriage, child trafficking, neglect and child prostitution. According to the United Nations, it is estimated that there are 15 million working Nigerian children under the age of 14. These children have been exposed on the street and forced into long hours of dangerous situations that are not developmentally appropriate. Although this situation has been attributed to economic necessity, the risk of accidents, violence, sexual exploitation and human immunodeficiency virus infection due to child labour have been reported.
            In recent times, there has been increase in reports of abuse and kidnapping of children in the school environment, the most popular one being the kidnapping of 276 Nigerian girls by the Boko Haram terrorist group where the girls were subjected to sexual abuse; physical and psychological abuse; forced labour; forced participation in military operations and forced marriages. Domestic workers in Nigeria are often referred to as ‘house helps’, most of which are girls who are denied education and subjected to long hours of work with little or no pay, these girls are vulnerable to physical, sexual, emotional abuse and neglect (Arinze, 2006).
             In addition to news stories, feature articles, and investigative journalism, sporadic mass media education and prevention campaigns are launched. These campaigns usually endeavour to broaden community knowledge of child abuse and neglect, to influence people’s attitudes towards children and young people, and to change behaviours that contribute to, or precipitate, the problem of child abuse and neglect in our communities.  Others argue, however, that mass media campaigns and media coverage of the abuse and neglect of children perform an important and significant role in placing issues such as child abuse on the public and political agenda. 
Anuoluwapo (2018) expressed that the world of Information and Communication Technology is yet to experience something more phenomenal than media. She added that mass media has indeed become a trend in media study such that many researchers have turned towards researching and assessing its influence and impact on society. This is so as several decades saw the dominance of the traditional media in society especially in exercising the responsibility of information, education, and entertainment. But with the turn of events in the new century, the evolution of technology and the ubiquitous power of the information and communication technology (ICT) has converged the world so much so that Marshall McLuhan’s global village philosophy is no longer a mere expression but a startling reality. (Ikpe & Olise, 2010) have observed that “Mass media are communication technologies which are used as means of information dissemination to diverse audiences without time crunch, space or distance”. With Mass media, one can easily send or receive information to or from anyone and at any time regardless of geographical location.
Mass media present the opportunity to communicate to large numbers of people and to target particular groups of people. As observed by Gamble and Gamble (2019), mass communication is significantly different from other forms of communication. They note that mass communication has the capacity to reach “simultaneously” many thousands of people who are not related to the sender. It depends on “technical devices” or “machines” to quickly distribute messages to diverse audiences often unknown to each other. It is accessible to many people, but may be avoided. It is orchestrated by specialists whose intent is to persuade potential audiences of the benefits of their attention. It is “controlled by gatekeepers” who censor the content of messages. And finally, unlike one-to-one communication, it produces only minimal, delayed feedback to its senders. However, mass communication simultaneously presents opportunities and limitations, both of which require consideration when planning mass media assisted eradication of social problems such as child abuse and neglect. According to Wellings and Macdowall (2000: 23)
 	Research has shown that child abuse has become an intra-cross boarder and trans-national crime. The study intend to investigate the influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and labour in Nigeria particularly among residents of Ilorin, Kwara State.
1.2       Statement of the Problem
        At least 1000 children suffer from various degree of abuse in West Africa Every 6 hours, says (UNICEF, 2019). This is so because they are the most vulnerable to disease, war, kidnapping, collapsed marriage, and malnutrition. The problem of child abuse has affected the lives of many children beyond control. Some of them had dreamt to be important figure in the society which they may find themselves, but they couldn’t pursue the dream, their aims are dying gradually and they couldn’t help themselves.
         Today in the West and Central Africa, it is acknowledged that agricultural fields, gold and diamond mines, stone quarries, street hawking, child marriage, rape, child trafficking and domestic work are areas where the working conditions of children are often exploitative. Furthermore, changes in old cultural practices such as fostering, handing over a child to a third party have been corrupted and abused. 
Despite all the provisions of extant laws in the country, many Nigerian children are still subjected to physical and mental violence, neglect and maltreatment, even while with parents and guardians. This worrisome development is enhanced by the fact that many parents these days hardly devote quality time to their children because of the demands of their jobs. 
The mass media, especially the broadcast media have been in the fore-front of the efforts to combat this social malaise. Through investigative journalism, different programmes and campaigns, the broadcast media have been able to expose such issues of child abuse as baby factories, cases of child trafficking, ritual murders of the children and canvass for their stoppage.
In recognition of the challenges, child abuse and labour pose to the atonement of human rights, security and sustainable development and achievement of millennium development goals, the question this study seeks to answer is; how has mass media influenced the discouragement of child abuse and labour with particular focus on child abuse and trafficking in Ilorin L.G area of Kwara State.
1.3    Objectives of the study
The general goal of this study is to assess the influence of mass media campaign on child abuse and labour in Nigeria. The specific objectives are to:
i    	To examine the extent at which mass media  is used to campaign against child abuse.
ii 	To ascertain factor(s) responsible for child abuse in Nigeria especially Kwara  State in particular.
iii.	To determine the effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse in Nigeria.
iv. 	To examine the factors that sabotage the effort of mass media on campaign against child abuse and child labour in Nigerian
1.4       Research Questions
i    	To what extent is mass media used to campaign against child abuse?
ii.   	 What factor(s) responsible for child abuse in Nigeria and especially Kwara State in particular?
iii. 	Does effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse have influence rate of child abuse and child labour in Nigeria?
iv.	What are the factors that sabotage the effort of mass media on campaign against child abuse and child labour in Nigerian
1.5       Significance of the Study
    The study will serve as an eyes opener to the media houses to develop more programmes that will increase public awareness, knowledge and understanding of the various dimensions and pattern of child abuse and its various implications.
    The findings of this study will help the policy makers to come up will new laws and policies that will protect the right of children and sanctions the child rights violators.
    As an academic work which intends to pass through scientific in terms of empirical analysis, it aims to add to the academic knowledge so as to improve researches and students of great minds.
    Importantly, these who want to engage in similar topic will find it very useful by serving as reference point. This will invariably allow such researchers to pin-point the weak areas of the work and at of future researchers.
This work will assist the activities of various social bodies that are concerned with eradicating child abuse. Though, the task is enormous and cannot be achieved by a single body, gainful collaboration with the media especially, broadcast media will go a long way in getting kids off the streets and ultimately put an end to child abuse in Nigeria. It will enable the media as an institution representing the masses to be more effective in their roles and what the public expects from them in eradicating child abuse. 
Academically, this study will add to the existing knowledge and serve as a source of reference for students. It will bridge the literature gap between previous studies and the current study done on this issue. It will also be a stepping stone for further research.
1.6       Scope of the Study
The research which examines the influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and child labour in Nigeria shall be narrowed in scope to Ilorin Central L.G. area Kwara State due to the time frame, geographical location and proximity to the researcher. Another rationale for narrowing the scope to Ilorin Central L.G area of Kwara State is due to the vest geographical structure of Nigeria and financial constraints.
1.7       Operation Definition of Terms
· Influence: This refers to the impact of mass media in creating awareness against child abuse in Nigeria.
· Child: It means a young human being such as the teenager who are usually below 18 years that are exposes to abuse.
· Child Abuse: This refers to various ways of maltreating usually a teenager physically, psychologically and others like insult.   
· Mass Media Campaigns: These are means of disseminating information that can create awareness against child abuse often through the newspaper, magazine, radio, television and online.
· CAN: Child abuse and neglect 
· VAC: violence against children 
· WHO: World Health Organization


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction 
This chapter reviewed concepts such as mass media, Human rights, child abuse and child labour, media activists and other related studies. The chapter also reviewed the theoretical framework in relation to the study. 
2.1	Conceptual framework
2.1.1	Concept of Child Abuse and child labour 
An Overview Over the years, the term child abuse has been discussed and defined by many researchers and authors. The Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary describes a child as a young human who is not yet an adult. Child abuse or child maltreatment is the physical, sexual, and/or psychological maltreatment or neglect of a child or children, especially by a parent or a caregiver. Child abuse may include any act or failure to act by a parent or a caregiver that results in actual or potential harm to a child and can occur in a child’s home, or in the organizations, schools, or communities the child interacts with. According to Owolabi (2012), the legally and acceptable definition of a “child” is a minor, a person younger than the age of majority. As cited in (Umobong, 2010), the African Network for Prevention and Protection against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) defines child abuse as “the intentional, unintentional, or well intentional acts which endangers the physical health, emotional, moral and the educational welfare of a child. Child abuse can be seen as any act of omission or commission, physical or psychological mistreatment or neglect of a child by its parents, guardians, caregiver, or other adults that may endanger the child’s physical, psychological, or emotional health and development.
According to the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDA, 2006) reported by Gelles (2009) more than 900,000 children in the United States suffer severe injury, some 1,000 to 2,000 children die because of abuse and those who survive often suffer emotional trauma that may take long for the bruises to be healed. The statistics of abused children have continued to increase over the years and yet nothing has been done by the government to end this menace. Child abuse will in the long run affect the economy of the nation as it continues to have long term effects on children.
2.1.2 Types of Child Abuse
 The World Health Organization in 2006 identified four types of child abuse: physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect. 
· Physical Abuse:
 Physical abuse can be defined as any deliberate act to harm a child thereby causing injury, pain or trauma to a child by way of physical contact. Physical abuse sometimes involves more than one abuser, and more than one victim. Sometimes, it comes in form of beating, Punching, Kicking, Shaking, Suffocating, Pinching, Biting, Scalding, or burning someone. Physical abuse is sometimes prevalent in homes, schools, and sometimes in public places.
· Emotional Abuse
 Emotional abuse can be in from of verbal abuse or consistent criticism, intimidation, manipulation, and refusal to ever be pleased sometimes by parents or guardians. Emotional abuse sometimes involves Blaming, shaming, and manipulating. At an early age, the child’s self-confidence and emotional well-being is altered and even diminished resulting to an emotionally abused child. Emotionally abused children sometimes grow to become detached from friends and family.

· Sexual Abuse 
Child sexual abuse, also called child molestation, is a form of child abuse in which an adult or older adolescent uses a child for sexual stimulation and forcefully has sexual intercourse with a child. This is one of the worst forms of child abuse as it most times leaves children depressed and leaves a lifelong emotional scar on them. Some children never get to recover from this act, sometimes they develop serious fear an even hatred for the gender. Child sexual abuse can occur anywhere sometimes its home, school, church, mosques, relatives house etc. sexual abuse mostly has adverse effects on children, it includes depression, Post traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, and sometimes high sexual drive.
· Neglect 
Cambridge English dictionary defines neglect as to not give enough care or attention to people or things that are your responsibility. Neglect in the context of child abuse simply means depriving a child of the basic needs and leaving the welfare of the child for the child. Child neglect is one of the prevalent forms of child abuse and it is very common in Nigeria. Many parents in Nigeria give birth to children and send them to beg or to live with relatives.
2.1.3	Child Rights in Nigeria 
The history of child rights dates back to 1765 when Sir William Blackstone recognized three duties expected of every parent to a child: Maintenance, Protection and Education (Blackstone, 1765-1769). Since then, several provisions and charters were agreed upon in which all nations are expected to abide. For example, League of Nations (1924), UN declaration (1989), OAU charter (1979), and several others. Nigeria as a signatory to most of these treaties is expected to abide and domesticate same. Though the country had existing laws that protect children under various constitutional provisions and statutes like penal code, criminal code, children and young persons’ law (1958), Nigerian labour Act (1990) and cinematography Act (1990) (FGN, nd), it was not until 2003 that the Child Right Act was passed into law to domesticate the convention on the right of the child after years of intense advocacy from the media as well as other non-governmental organizations. Although this law was passed at the Federal level, it is only effective if State Assemblies also enact it. To date, only 16 of the country’s 36 States have passed the Act. Most of these states are reluctant to pass the law because they argue that some provisions of the law do not conform to their cultural and religious settings. This explains that this landmark legislative achievement has not yet translated into improved legal protection throughout the Federation. Nigeria has been unable to deal with several issues hindering the protection of rights of children such as children living on the streets, children affected by communal conflict, drug abuse, human trafficking and the weaknesses of the juvenile justice system amongst others (unicef, 2014). It is common to see school age children today roaming the street hawking, begging and engaging in some jobs that are immoral, dangerous and most times injurious to their health. These children are therefore vulnerable and willing recruits in any political and ethnoreligious armed conflicts. More so, in armed conflict, women and children are often the intended targets of violence, abuse and exploitation; some are even forced to become perpetrators themselves. It is not surprising therefore that a lot of children were brainwashed in to joining the dreaded Boko Haram armed struggle. Hawking has become a house hold name, where children are sent out to the street when they ought to be in school or having their leisure. As such they are exposed to dangerous and illicit behaviours such as crimes, stealing and prostitution. 
Accordingly, it is difficult today, to demarcate between child labour and genuine domestic child support in the home, as part of the contribution to the economic efforts of the parents. Many times, children are overworked beyond what they can endure, under the guise of help. Other street work includes shining shoes, washing and guarding cars, carrying luggage, trading at bus stops and rail stations, etc. Scavenging is another dangerous job children in most rural areas engage in. They spend their days picking up used papers, plastics, rags, bottles, tins, and metal pieces from the street, garbage dumps and refuse bins and selling them to retailers for recycling. This kind of work is unhygienic, dangerous and demeaning because scavengers develop all kinds of diseases like ulcer, scabies, etc. exposure to harsh weather can also cause them pneumonia, influenza and malaria. They could be tempted to eat thrown away food leading to digestive disorder and food poisoning. Most of these people are from poor homes struggling to survive (Megwa, 1998) This is a direct contravention of Article xv of the OAU charter which provides that ‘every child shall be protected from all forms of economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development’. (Unicef, nd) Child labour is prevalent in Nigeria. The children work under hazardous condition especially in industries. They are sometimes exploited in mining operations that would ordinarily be considered too risky for adults in industrialized world. Child miners suffer from respiratory problems such as tuberculosis, bronchitis, and asthma. In these mines, children work with little or no safety equipments and constantly inhale dust and noxious fumes given off by dangerous chemicals. The case of mining field in Zamfara state is still fresh in our minds (Megwa, 1998). According to Article xi of the OAU charter (Unicef, nd), every child shall have the right to education…and the fact that knowledge acquisition is a key to the future for individual children and to the ability of whole society to access and participate in global scientific and technological advances in the global economy, good quality education can therefore provide a child with self confidence, critical thinking capacity, values and social skills required of an informed citizen (unicef, 1998). In Nigeria, a lot of children are out of school and for those that are lucky, the schools in most cases are not conducive for learning because they lack the basic amenities like class rooms, chairs, textbooks and unqualified teachers. It is common to see those children learning under the tree shades and subjected to hardship when raining or under scorching sun. Being not educated makes a child a second class citizen and by the time he is of age, expecting to get a good income, he will resort to whatever comes his way and may be a hawker for life. Some these children withdraw and the feeling of second hand citizen is high in them. Their ability and willingness to rise and exercise their thinking faculty is killed (unicef, 1998). Similarly, Article xxi states that states Parties to the present Charter shall, in accordance with their obligations under international humanitarian law, protect the civilian population in armed conflict and shall take all feasible measures to ensure the protection and care of children who are affected by the armed conflicts. Such laws shall also apply to children in situation of internal armed conflict, tension and strife (Unicef, nd). We are all living witnesses to the recent insurgency in most part of the country where villages are raised down, human beings (children inclusive) slaughtered, girl child raped and or abducted. Government not only failed to protect children in their homes, even in boarding schools, the armed men would freely enter the school, burn their hostels and luggage, some raped, killed or taken to unknown hideout. Examples can be found in Buni Yadi, Gamborou Ngala, Konduga, Bama, Gwoza, and other villages and towns in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa States. The most celebrated case is that of Chibok town where more than 250 girls were abducted from a boarding secondary school where they were writing NECO/WAEC. This singular act resulted in worldwide condemnation by the media, civil liberties organizations; international advocacy groups with a popular campaign for their release tagged “#Bring back our girls”. As a result of this intense advocacy, some countries like, United States, Britain, Australia offered to assist Nigeria in the release of these girls. Narrating their ordeals, some of the abducted girls that escaped from where they were being held (Sambisa forest - situated in the boarder of Nigeria and Cameroon) said some of the girls were seriously ill as a result of the harsh condition of the forest, in addition to the physical as well as psychological suffering they are being subjected to. Many children in Nigeria are also subjected to rejection, dejection, humiliation as a result of some obnoxious, social and cultural harmful practices, sometimes in the name of religion. Article xxi provides state party to the Charter shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate harmful social and cultural practices affecting the welfare, dignity, normal growth and development of the child particularly those customs and practices prejudicial to the health or life of the child; discriminatory to the child on the grounds of sex or other status (Unicef, nd). Some of these practices include female genital mutilation, tribal marks and tattoos, child witches belief, male child preference, widowhood, etc. In some cultures in Nigeria for example, some children are rejected on the belief that they were born as witches, and that allowing them to stay in the home brings ‘bad luck’ to the family. The issue of preferring male child is dominant in African cultures, and in Nigeria, it is reflected in all facets of human lives. There is a belief that female children are supposed to be at home assisting in domestic chores as well as engage in hawking as a support to the economic efforts of the family, and the male child if lucky, would go to school. This is evident in the primary school enrollment in the country, where in most states of the federation there is always a disparity between girls and boys. This violates the provision of the Convention for the Elimination of all Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) which states that ‘discrimination against women is an obstacle to the participation of women, on equal terms with men, in the political, economic and cultural life of their countries, hampers the growth of the prosperity of the society and the family and makes more difficult the full development of the potentialities of women in the service of their country and humanity (Unicef, 1998).’ Still talking of education, some parents are of the opinion that it is unnecessary to educate a girl child since she will end up in somebody’s house. Investing in their education therefore is regarded as a wasted effort that will benefit only the family she will be eventually married into (Ibrahim, 2010). Tribal marks and tattoos are also prevalent in most Nigerian cultures. The resultant effect of this practice may cause contagious diseases and other ailments to the child because the metal used for the act might not have necessarily been sterilized. Another effect of this practice is the fact that it encourages ethnicity, tribalism, as well as religious differences because the child may be discriminated against and when he grows up, may be encouraged to identify only with his kinsmen in whatever he does, instead of seeing the whole country as his “constituency”. Children equally have the right to participate in issues affecting their lives as this will have positive and far reaching effects on their health and socio-economic conditions. “When children participate in decision making, they tend to be more creative, positive and energetic, offering ideas devoid of prejudices and stereotypes. Even though the Federal Government has inaugurated the Children’s Parliament in 2003 to enhance children’s participation, since then, 26 States have inaugurated children’s parliaments, the main challenge is to make these Parliaments truly representative of the broad categories of Nigerian children, including the most vulnerable and disadvantaged.” (unicef, 2014).
2.1.4	Child Abuse Cases in Nigeria 
Nigerian children continue to suffer in the hands of so-called ward/guardians (Cynthia, 2017) disclosed in her article on child abuse cases that made it to court that Kingsley Philip was caught fingering his neighbors five-year-old daughter in his apartment in Lagos, he was charged too court and he pleaded not guilty. She continued, Magaji Dansele allegedly raped his baby. He drugged his new wife in order to be able to carry out the act while she slept at their apartment in Musawa, Katsina State. Dansale tried to convince his wife that pile was the culprit, but a visit to the hospital proved otherwise, making him the prime suspect in the baby’s rape. it is disheartening to note that some of children are molested and sexually assaulted by their parents Nelson @kanuelsonmirag on twitter shared that he was abused at five, though he did not understand what was going on. “When I was 4 or 5, our neighbor’s daughter who was already more than 30 at that time would bring me inside her room and strip me, she would carry me on top of herself and be pushing me up and down, I didn’t know much about what she was doing to me. It continued for years; eventually told my mom and she beat me up so much, I then kept quiet. and she continued abusing me till we relocated. Those past events affected my emotions, sexual life, and relationships generally, but I thank God things are getting better,”. 
Recently, a horrendous case of child abuse was just uncovered in Kebbi state, a 10-year-old boy was found in a pen with domestic animals and after some interrogation, it was discovered that he had been there for two years and had been surviving on food remnants left by the animals. In Nigeria today, it is obvious that many children are subjected to sexual assault, the above stories are to mention but a few out of the millions of child abuse cases in Nigeria. There is need now than ever before, to put in place great awareness and effective legal protection for the abused children and also implement policies that ensures that perpetuators of these horrible acts are brought to book. It is strongly believed that the legal system will have a far more reaching effect if proper measures are put in place and the enforcement of appropriate laws (Cynthia, 2017).
2.1.5	Mass Media as a Tool for Child Abuse Prevention 
In recent times, Mass media has proven to be key for disseminating information and enlightening the public about the importance of preventing child abuse and neglect. Soola (2008) describes Mass media as communication technologies with impressive array of sophistication, increasing efficiency, reliability, speed, accuracy, cheapness, and portability. He observed that Mass media provides near limitless possibilities of increasing the quantity and enhancing the quality, speed, and availability of information in a complex but increasingly interdependent world. Social media campaigns have been shown to increase awareness and knowledge of abuse prevention. These campaigns may also have an effect on primary prevention behaviors if the message is reinforced over time (Darkness to Light, 2012; Rheingold, et al, 2007).
 Media has rapidly grown in importance as a forum for social activism in its different forms in Nigeria. media platforms, such as Television, Radio and internet platforms (Twitter, and Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram and Tik Tok) have provided new ways to stimulate citizen engagement in contemporary issues and challenges. As of January 2021, Nigeria had approximately 33 million active social media users. It is a tool that has proven to be effective at reaching a global audience and therefore exerts tremendous influence on behavioral changes. this statement is in total alignment with the views of Nwanchor and Nkwuda (2021: 40) that “media of all forms and sizes have primary roles to inform, educate, sensitize and entertain the masses and bring to the knowledge of the public what goes on in all areas of life in the right dosages and proportion”. Many NGOs like StopS-CAN, Feedthekidsng, Hfucharity, YobeMeToo, and hskinitiative in Nigeria today utilize social media campaigns in their vision to protect children from abuse. These NGOs have come up with different means to create awareness of child abuse prevention in Nigeria. the likes of #heretohelppod and WACOL have been hosting online campaigns on twitter though the use of slides, fliers, podcasts and even through twitter spaces.
2.1.6	Impact of media campaigns on victims of child abuse
 The impact of media campaigns on the lives of victims is sometimes reported in print media stories about them. Writing about Annie, a victim of sexual assault by her stepfather, Dixon (2019) reported how Annie remembered her reaction as a child to an advertisement about sexual abuse: “Her grandmother caught the fleeting look of despair and pain in her face. Her grandmother [who had previously had unconfirmed suspicions] asked [Annie] again about her stepfather. Annie says she burst into tears.” In the same year, the Sydney Morning Herald (2006) published a piece about another victim of sexual abuse, assaulted by her stepfather. It was reported that shortly before driving over him with her car, causing long-term injuries, the victim saw “a televised community announcement about standing up against child abuse”. As in many cases of incest, the victim’s stepfather had been released from prison after serving a sentence which was perceived by his victim as not fitting the crime she had suffered.
The impact of a media campaign may be dramatic and far reaching as it is occurring, and perhaps for a short time afterwards. However, campaigns drawing attention to child abuse will be more effective if they are ongoing (Calvert 2002). Mass media campaigns have the potential to confront society with the horrific nature of much child abuse. Such campaigns can also educate the public about the many, often co-existing, forms of abuse suffered by children. They can also draw attention to the status of children in society, highlighting children’s dependency and vulnerability to abuse and neglect.
Mass media education and prevention campaigns present a viable means for governments to be seen to be doing something in relation to the problem of child abuse and neglect. Campaigns may assist not only in the prevention of immediate harm to children and young people but also in allaying the long-term social and economic consequences of child maltreatment. Campaigns must, of course, be backed by supportive services for children, young people and their families (Herald 2016).
2.1.7	Mass Media and Child Right Campaign
 The media have a great role to play in the advocacy for the advancement of children rights, by sensitizing the general public on the dangers of denying such rights, on the growth and development of the individual child as well as the socio - political development of the society. In order to effectively appreciate the role of the media in this campaign, the study will be subjected to the agenda setting function of the media in addition to its traditional functions of information dissemination and enlightenment. It is generally agreed that the media set agenda for the public to follow. This is done by raising salient issues in the society thereby making people to think along that line. By setting agenda for the public, it means that the mass media have the ability to choose and emphasize certain topics, thereby causing the public to perceive these issues as important. Through information dissemination and agenda setting roles of the media tend to bring out issues to be discussed and in a way they shape our understanding and views of issues, (Asema, 2011) posited that agenda setting refers to the ability of the mass media to influence the level of public awareness of issues as opposed to their knowledge about those issues. This implies that the media provide information to the members of the public and through this provision of information people learn important issues of the day. The media constantly present objects and suggesting what individuals in the society should think about, know about and have feelings about. The mass media in Nigeria usually raise salient issues or events taking place so that people will think along that line. In most cases, what we think about, worry about are based on what we have read in the print, watched on television and listened to on radio. (Ibrahim, 2010) also asserted that mass media not only transmit information around the world, they also construct agendas, telling us what is important to attend to, similarly, provides that it is assumed the more the media attention given to a topic, the greater is the importance attributed to it by the news audience. And it is an essential part of advocacy and attempt at influencing public opinion. The mass media therefore are strategically positioned to influence attitude and perception of the parents as well as all the stakeholders by analyzing and highlighting the effects of denying the child rights. This can be done by given prominence and frequency of all issues concerning child right infringement and abuse. For instance the dangers of child labour or girl-child circumcision can be better understood if the mass media give the issue prominence by carrying a special report or documentary. In such a programme, victims of such abuse are interviewed to narrate their ordeal; expert could also be contacted on how the issue can be addressed. Similarly, (Ibrahim, 2010) observes that based on John and Fuss position that the mass media agenda affects public agenda and the public agenda affects policy agenda, the media need to gather information concerning the child right and problem associated with it so that policy makers and stakeholders will be enlightened on real situation of the problem, so that the people concerned will come up with policies that will tackle the obstacles to child right. This invariably means that for policy makers to come up with effective policies, they need to know the extent or magnitude of the problems and how it affects the societal development. The media can therefore provide such functions. As earlier enumerated, majority of these violations are caused by poverty, illiteracy as well as social and cultural practices, the media should therefore, package the advocacy campaign in the local dialect of the society mainly, Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo and Fulani languages. Broadcast media (preferably, Radio) is also the appropriate media through which these kind of campaigns are to be channeled. This is because radio has the widest reach and affordable to the rural populace. Interpersonal communication should also be employed at the grassroots to reach opinion leaders like emirs or kings, village heads, religious leaders, in the sensitization of child right. These people are well respected in the society and their opinions are highly regarded. In countries like Nigeria where religion is so much respected, the mass media could organize phone – in programmes (audience participation programmes) where religious leaders will be invited to explain religious stand on some of these abuses especially in respect of cultural practices done in the name of religion. The audience will be given opportunity to ask clarification from the clergymen directly on some of these issues. The media should also collaborate with both international and local advocacy groups like UNICEF, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Civil Liberties Organization and other governmental organizations like- the National Orientation Agency; to embark on massive advocacy campaigns not only on the passing of the child right act, but the full implementation of the provisions therein.
2.2	Theoretical Framework.
2.2.1	Agenda setting theory.
Agenda setting, gate-keeping and framing analyses provide theoretical backing to this study. This section starts with an analysis of the agenda-setting theory of mass media. It is then followed by an examination of gate-keeping process of news selection and with an examination of how news media frame events and news reports. The notion of agenda setting started with Lippmann‟s (1922, p. 3) observation that the mass media mediate between the “world outside and the picture in our heads”. Cohen (1963, p. 13) reinforced this view by asserting that the press is “significantly more than a purveyor of information and opinion”. Cohen submitted that the press “may not be successful much of the time in telling people what to think, but it is stunningly successful in telling readers what to think about” (1963, p. 14). Lippmann and Cohen‟s submissions were mere expressions of personal observations which lacked empirical foundation. It was McCombs and Shaw‟s (1974, p. 28) study which established an empirical link between media agenda and public agenda. Based on the outcome of their study, McCombs and Shaw stated that: Mass media have the ability to transfer the salience of items on their news agenda for the public agenda. We judge as important what the media judge as important…by deciding what to emphasize in their news page, the media set agenda of the day Since McCombs and Shaw used the outcome of their study of an American presidential election to advance the argument that the mass media set agenda for public discussion, the theory has received critical and sustained attention from researchers. Central to the agenda-setting theory is the idea that the media influence the level or importance that people attach to what they see, read or hear from the mass media. This suggests that the mass media shape how audiences construct social reality.
For example, by selecting certain events and ignoring others and by determining how the selected events are reported, journalists influence the way the public perceive social reality.
Agenda setting theory is quite relevant to this study because if the media set the agenda of public discussion, we assume that sustained media coverage of women‟s and children‟s rights will directly influence the level of importance the Nigerian public attaches to the issues,
2.3	Review of Related Studies
Adebayo J. (2009) Contributions of Broadcast Media to Fight Against Child Abuse in Nigeria. Unpublished B.Sc. Project Submitted to Department of Mass Communication, Lagos State University, Lagos. The research explains the various roles played by the media in creating awareness about happenings in the society through their surveillance and watchdog functions especially in reporting issues related to child abuse. That the mass media especially the radio has high level of accessibility thus it has been helping to create effective awareness about child abuse in order to curb the menace from the society. Also that the television, performing the dual functions of audio and visual is being used to show punishment netted on those found guilty of child abuse ,especially during arraignments.
Thomas, H., Hye-Jin, P., Thomas I., and Richard, T. (2013) Newspaper Portrayals of Child Abuse: Frequency, Coverage and Frames of Issue. London: Routledge. For several years, child welfare advocates have claimed that the U.S. news media misrepresent child abuse and fail to highlight its societal dimensions. To investigate the accuracy of this diagnosis, the following study examines findings of a content analysis of child abuse coverage in major national and urban U.S. newspapers from 2000 to 2008. First, the researchers determine how frequently newspapers covered the different types of child abuse. Second, analyze whether child abuse has been framed as either an isolated phenomenon (episodic and individual frames) or a broadly systemic and public problem (thematic and societal frames). Third, look for changes in coverage frequency and media frames over time. Findings are mixed: On one hand, different types of child abuse receive varying degrees of coverage, with sexual abuse receiving a disproportionately large amount; on the other hand, the topic of child abuse in general has predominantly been framed thematically as a problem that has societal causes and solutions. However, there was no clear pattern in the way these causes and solutions have been framed over the years. Based on these findings, we suggest that child welfare advocates should focus on communication goals other than influencing media frames.
Nkememena, A. (2009) Broadcast Media Coverage of Child Trafficking in Nigeria. Unpublished M.sc Project Submitted to Department of Mass Communication, Faculty of Art, University of Nigeria Nsuka. The research assessed the coverage of child trafficking which is a type of child abuse in Nigeria and international community at large. Explaining the importance of media to the society that the media cannot be left out of fight against dangers in the society because of its acceptability and reliability by the public. Thus, the media according to the researcher, although, persuasive, but have not been doing enough in coverage of child trafficking compare to importance attached to other issues such as politics, entertainment ,and the rest of them. The researcher adopted content analysis as methodology, where contents of two major newspapers were analysed for the period of one year, that is, Daily Sun and Vanguard between 2007 and 2008. The results obtained by the researcher, from the study on press coverage of child trafficking in Nigeria with reference to Daily Sun and Vanguard newspapers have been able in a little way to sensitize the public on the ills of child trafficking.
















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Preamble 
The method adopt for this study is survey, which will be  in collecting original data for describing a population about the characteristics of or prediction about the behaviour of great body of people requiring measurement along feelings, ideas, information and understanding (Backstron and Hursh, 2003)
3.1 Research Design 
This work used survey method in obtaining and analysing data. HOWEL (2013) put it that, survey is an investigation about the characteristics of a given population by means of collecting data from a sample of that population and estimating their characteristics through systematic use of statistical methodology. It also entails asking (many people) a question or series of questions in order to gather information about a subject matter. Unlike other research methods, survey is one of the most important areas of measurement in applied social science research and it is use to effectively measure the characteristics and opinion of the population through question and answer.
3.2 Population of the Study
Ohaja (2003:75) define population as “all those persons or things that fall under the umbrella of the topic or that can be examined to address the research problem or meet the research objective”. Euborakhai (2003:32) further explains that “population is the entire subjects which researcher is in investigating and any group of persons, organization, events, animals, plants or other objects that is being studied by an investigator constitute the population” Thus, the population for this study is the entire resident of Tanke community, Ilorin South, Kwara State. 
3.3 Sample size
The samples size will determined on population size and diversity of district, ensuring adequate representation across various demographic factors. Stratified random sampling will be utilized to select participants from different age groups, social economics background, and geographical location within the community.
Therefore, 100 respondents comprises of male and female will be drawn from the community which formed the sample size for the study. The researcher will further adopt convenience or available sampling for distribution of questionnaires.
3.4	Sampling Technique
Sampling technique according to Evborakhai (2003:33) is “that part or portion of the population that is studied”. Meanwhile, to ensure effective and inclusive distribution of questionnaires, the researcher adopted the cluster sampling technique. According to Jackson (2011) he asserts that Cluster sampling (also known as one-stage cluster sampling) is a technique in which clusters of participants that represent the population are identified and included in the sample. Cluster sampling involves identification of cluster of participants representing the population and their inclusion in the sample group. This is a popular method in conducting marketing researches. The main aim of cluster sampling can be specified as cost reduction and increasing the levels of efficiency of sampling. This specific technique can also be applied in integration with multi-stage sampling. Accordingly, in cluster sampling a complete list of clusters represent the sampling frame. Then, a few clusters are chosen randomly as the source of primary data. 	 
3.5 	Instrument of Data Gathering
It is defined as attesting device for measuring a given phenomenon such as paper and penal text. It can also be said to be use for data collection.
They include questionnaire, interviewer, observation and reading. Essentially the researcher must ensure that the instrument chosen is valid and reliable. In other to make this research work reliable and useful, the instrument use is a questionnaire. This is a data collection instrument mostly use in normative surveys, this is a systematically prepared from with respondent of research informant for the purpose of collecting data or information. 
A self-structured questionnaire developed by the researcher was used as an instrument to elicit information from the respondents which would be titled “influence of mass media on child  abuse and child labour in Nigeria specifically in Ilorin central Kwara state”. The questionnaire will be divided into two sections A and B. Section A contains personal data of the respondents while section B contains 15 items that are needed to answer the research questions in this study. The questionnaire was a closed-ended type in which response was limited based on five Likert type scale which ranges as follow: Strongly Agreed, Agreed, Undecided, Disagreed and Strongly Disagreed. The items are placed on a 5-point rating scale of strongly agreed (SA), agreed (A), Undecided (U), disagreed (D), and strongly disagreed (SD). The items were scored as follows: SA = (5), A = (4), U= (3), D = (2), SD = (1).
3.6	Method of Data Collection
	This data research of this research work will be collected through the administration of questionnaire on the sample population with in residents of Ilorin Central, Kwara State. 
The targeted populations for this study are the residents of Kwara state which comprises of four local government area (4) namely; Asa, Ilorin East, Ilorin South and Ilorin West. The instrument will be use to delicate demography data and data for specific question for the study. 
To ensure accurate data collection the questionnaires will be distribution of residents Kwara central senatorial district. The above instrument use will helped in collecting an aggregate amount of the data used for the study.
3.7    Method of Data Presentation and Analysis 	
        For proper analysis in this study, descriptive and interference statistical tools of measuring data were use in analysing the collected data. That is, data were analyzed and presented using descriptive statistical tools such as frequency distribution tables and cross- tabulations.
	In this study, the research use a SPSS which is statistical hypothesis test used in the analysis of contingency table. In simpler terms, this test is primary used to examined whether two categorical variable are independent in influencing the test statics.
3.8	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
	This research work is valid because it covers all the areas needed and required to be studied. Also the questionnaires will be administer to the entire sample size from the population of central Kwara State, Nigeria.
However the other useful observations and suggestions by the respondents will modify, and the corrections will be done. 
The copy of the questionnaire will be reviewed in order to make necessary adjustments to ensure reliability and validity of the study. 




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
4.0. Introduction 
This chapter is concerned with the presentation, analysis, and interpretation of data gathered from the responses to administered questionnaires. It also includes the testing of the research questions formulated for this study. It should be noted that Google form was used for analyzing frequencies and testing research questions. 
4.1. Presentation of Data 
The research questionnaire was made available to 100 respondents which is the sample size representing the study population. Of this lot, one hundred (100) questionnaires representing (100%) were filled by respondents. The table below shows the details at a glance. 
Table 1. Analysis of Response Rate
	Questionnaire
	Respondents
	Percentage

	Filled 
	100
	100%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
4.2	Presentation of Data
[bookmark: _Hlk498427607]Demographic Information of the Respondents
Table 2: Demographic Variable of the Respondents
	
	Category 
	Frequency
	Percent%

	Gender 
	Male
	 25
	25

	
	Female
	75
	75.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	Age
	Under 20 Years
	10
	10.0

	
	21-25Years
	70
	70.0

	
	26-30Years
	10
	10.0

	
	31Years and above
	10
	10.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	Marital status
	Single
	76.5
	76.5

	
	Married
	23.5
	23.5

	
	Divorce
	0
	0.0

	
	Widow
	0
	0.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	Areas/Communities
	Gaa Akanbi
	30
	30.0

	
	Tanke
	30
	30.0

	
	Oke odo
	20
	20.0

	
	Maraba
	20
	20.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0

	Religion
	Muslim
	65
	65.0

	
	Christian
	35
	35.0

	
	Total
	100
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	Table 1 shows demographic information of the respondents whereby gender distribution of the respondents shows that 25(25%) were male while 75(75%) were female. The result show that most of the respondents were female.  Distribution by age range shows that 10 (10%) of the respondents were within the age range of under 20 years old, 70 (70%) of the respondents were in the age range of 21-25 years old. 10 (10%) of the respondents were in the age range of 25-30 years old and 10 (10%) of the respondents were in the age range of 30 years and above. The results show that most respondents are in the age bracket 21-25 years old. Furthermore, distribution of respondents by marital status that 76.5(76.5%) of the respondents were single, 23.5(23.5%) of the respondents were married. The result brings to the height that majority of the respondents sampled were single. Also this table shows the current year of study distribution that 30 (30%) of the respondents were residents of Gaa Akanbi, 30 (30%) of the respondents were residents of Tanke while 20(20%) of the respondents were residents of Oke odo also 20 (20%) of the respondents were residents of Maraba. Lastly distribution by religion shows that 65(65%) of the respondents were Muslim, while 35 (35%) of the respondents were Christian.

4.3 Analysis of research Question
Research Question One: What are the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis?
Table 6: 
	SN
	Items 
	SA (%)

	A (%)
	N (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Remark

	1
	User’s/listener’s frequently encounter messages/reports about child abuse in the mass media (TV, radio, newspapers, social media, etc.)
	40(40)

	30(30)
	0(0)
	30 (30)
	 (0)
	Agreed 

	2
	Mass media platforms convey the highest number of messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis
	30(30)
	40(40.0)
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	30 (30)
	Agreed

	3
	Did you agreed that mass media provide essential and comprehensive messages on campaign against child abuse and labour in Ilorin metropolis
	40(40)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed

	4
	Mass media activities has serve as role that create awareness on child abuse and child labour in Nigerian
	45(45) 
	40(40)

	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 6 shows the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 7(70%) agreed that User’s/listener’s frequently encounter messages/reports about child abuse in the mass media (TV, radio, newspapers, social media, etc.). In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 70(70%) of the respondent agreed that mass media platforms convey the highest number of messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85(85%) of the respondents consented that mass media provide essential and comprehensive messages on campaign against child abuse and labour in Ilorin metropolis. Lastly, in item 4 the opinion 85(85%) of the respondents it was indicated that Mass media activities has serve as role that create awareness on child abuse and child labour in Nigerian. The result shows the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis.

Research Question two: What extent at which the audience complies with the broadcast messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis?
Table 7: 
	SN
	Items 
	SA (%)

	A (%)
	N (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Remark

	1
	Nigerian have achieved social justice on child abuse with aid of media activism
	40(40)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed 

	2
	Government attention has been drawn on human right through mass media platform
	30(30)
	40(40.0)
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	30 (30)
	Agreed

	3
	Nigerian has taken action (e.g. reporting abuse, discussing with others, intervening in abuse cases) based on a broadcast message heard on mass media
	40(40)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed

	4
	Media platforms have been used as major instrument to campaign against child abuse and labour
	60(60) 
	40(40)

	0(0)
	0 (0)
	 (0)
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 7 shows the extent at which the audience complies with the broadcast messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 85(85%) agreed that Nigerian have achieved social justice on child abuse with aid of media activism. In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 70(70%) of the respondent agreed that Government attention has been drawn on human right through mass media platform. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85(85%) of the respondents consented that Nigerian has taken action (e.g. reporting abuse, discussing with others, intervening in abuse cases) based on a broadcast message heard on mass media.  Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 100(100%) of the respondents agreed that Media platforms have been used as major instrument to campaign against child abuse and labour. 
This shows the extent at which the audience complies with the broadcast messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis.
Research Question Three: Does effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse have influence rate of child abuse and child labour in Nigeria?
Table 8: 
	SN
	Items 
	SA (%)

	A (%)
	N (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Remark

	1
	Nigerian youth has been encouraged to speak out and help to break silence surrounding social injustice
	47.5(47.5)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	7.5 (7.5)
	 (0)
	Agreed 

	2
	Media activities have also been given channel to hold perpetrator accountable for their injustice action on child abuse.
	30(30)
	40(40.0)
	0 (0)
	0 (0)
	30 (30)
	Agreed

	3
	Media activism has exposed Nigerian to foster against child labour and child abuse
	40(40)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed

	4
	Campaigns on mass media platforms create path for individual to file case against child abuse and others injustice in Nigeria
	60(60) 
	40(40)

	0(0)
	0 (0)
	 (0)
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 8 shows the effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse have influence rate of child abuse and child labour in Nigeria. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 92.5(92.5%) agreed that Nigerian youth has been encouraged to speak out and help to break silence surrounding social injustice. In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 70(70%) of the respondent agreed that media activities have also been given channel to hold perpetrator accountable for their injustice action on child abuse. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85.5(85%) of the respondents consented that Media activism has exposed Nigerian to foster against child labour and child abuse.  Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 100(100%) of the respondents agreed that campaigns on mass media platforms create path for individual to file case against child abuse and others injustice in Nigeria. The study reveals that activism can influence audience perceptions in promoting social justice with reference as Olowu and Seri (2012) noted, “Social media allow Nigerian youths to construct a public or semipublic profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they have a connection and view and traverse their list of connections and those made by others within the system”. Seri (2002) supported the observation that media, as a form of new media, have the indescribable power to influence, connect, and mobilize youths in Nigeria. 

Research Question Four: What challenges the mass media face in the efforts at combating child abuse and child labour in Nigeria?
Table 9:
	SN
	Items 
	SA (%)

	A (%)
	N (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Remark

	1
	Fake news reporting on media platforms reduce the effectiveness of media activism
	60(60) 
	40(40)

	0(0)
	0 (0)
	 (0)
	Agreed 

	2
	Lack of journalism freedom plays significant role in achieving human right.
	47.5(47.5)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	7.5 (7.5)
	 (0)
	Agreed

	3
	Accessibility of Nigerian law makers hinder social activisms
	40(40)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	15 (15)
	 (0)
	Agreed

	4
	Media activism encountered political influence that curb foster against justice on violation human right
	47.5(47.5)

	45(45)
	0(0)
	7.5 (7.5)
	 (0)
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Table 9 shows the challenges the mass media face in the efforts at combating child abuse and child labour in Nigeria. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 100(100%) agreed that fake news reporting on media platforms reduce the effectiveness of media activism. In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 92.5(92.5%) of the respondent agreed that Lack of journalism freedom plays significant role in achieving human right. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85(85%) of the respondents consented that Accessibility of Nigerian law makers hinder social activisms.  Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 92.5(92.5%) of the respondents agreed that Media activism encountered political influence that curb foster against justice on violation human right. The study reveals 
4.4	Discussion of Findings
The findings showed the following as the influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and labour in Nigeria; The findings of this study shows the extent social media activities are changing the outlook of social justice in Nigeria. Table 6 shows the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 7(70%) agreed that User’s/listener’s frequently encounter messages/reports about child abuse in the mass media (TV, radio, newspapers, social media, etc.). In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 70(70%) of the respondent agreed that mass media platforms convey the highest number of messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85(85%) of the respondents consented that mass media provide essential and comprehensive messages on campaign against child abuse and labour in Ilorin metropolis. Lastly, in item 4 the opinion 85(85%) of the respondents it was indicated that Mass media activities has serve as role that create awareness on child abuse and child labour in Nigerian. The result shows the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis.
The study reveals that activism can influence audience perceptions in promoting social justice with reference as Olowu and Seri (2012) noted, “Social media allow Nigerian youths to construct a public or semipublic profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they have a connection and view and traverse their list of connections and those made by others within the system”. Seri (2002) supported the observation that media, as a form of new media, have the indescribable power to influence, connect, and mobilize youths in Nigeria. 
Table 8 shows the effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse have influence rate of child abuse and child labour in Nigeria. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 92.5(92.5%) agreed that Nigerian youth has been encouraged to speak out and help to break silence surrounding social injustice. In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 70(70%) of the respondent agreed that media activities have also been given channel to hold perpetrator accountable for their injustice action on child abuse. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85.5(85%) of the respondents consented that Media activism has exposed Nigerian to foster against child labour and child abuse.  Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 100(100%) of the respondents agreed that campaigns on mass media platforms create path for individual to file case against child abuse and others injustice in Nigeria.
According to table 9, It shows the challenges the mass media face in the efforts at combating child abuse and child labour in Nigeria. In item 1, majority of the respondents with 100(100%) agreed that fake news reporting on media platforms reduce the effectiveness of media activism. In item 2, majority of the respondents shows that 92.5(92.5%) of the respondent agreed that Lack of journalism freedom plays significant role in achieving human right. Also in item 3, it was reflected that most 85(85%) of the respondents consented that Accessibility of Nigerian law makers hinder social activisms.  Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 92.5(92.5%) of the respondents agreed that Media activism encountered political influence that curb foster against justice on violation human right. The study reveals 
Lastly in item 4, it was shown that majority 100(100%) of the respondents agreed that campaigns on mass media platforms create path for individual to file case against child abuse and others injustice in Nigeria. The study reveals that activism can influence audience perceptions in promoting social justice with reference as Olowu and Seri (2012) noted, “Social media allow Nigerian youths to construct a public or semipublic profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they have a connection and view and traverse their list of connections and those made by others within the system”. Seri (2002) supported the observation that media, as a form of new media, have the indescribable power to influence, connect, and mobilize youths in Nigeria. 







CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
The study aimed to examine influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and labour in Nigeria. The research explored how mass media programmes on influenced people's attitudes towards child abuse, child trafficking and human right. To conduct the study, a mixed-methods approach was adopted, incorporating both quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews. The participants were drawn from diverse backgrounds and represented various age groups, genders, and geographical locations.
The quantitative survey assessed participants' exposure to mass media campaigns related to child abuse, social justice and human right, their level of engagement, and the impact of these campaigns on their awareness and understanding of the issue. 
Additionally, it examined participants' attitudes towards the effectiveness of mass media campaigns in driving social change towards child abuse. The qualitative interviews delved deeper into participants' perceptions, motivations, and personal experiences related social injustice and human right campaigns on mass media. The questionnaires provided insights into the emotional responses, personal connections, and perceived empowerment resulting from engagement with mass media campaign on child abuse and child trafficking.
Overall, the study found that mass media significantly influenced audience perceptions and behaviors social justice towards child abuse, human trafficking and human right. The key findings include:
Increased Awareness and Understanding: Participants reported that mass madia campaigns raised their awareness about the challenges sabotage effectiveness of media in campaign against child abuse and human trafficking. They developed a better understanding of the barriers faced by students and the potential long-term benefits of educating them.
Chapter four of this research work, revealed how the data gathered were analyzed for easy understanding using tables and other statistical method of analysis. It also contained how data were presented.
Chapter five of this research work featured the summary, conclusion and recommendations. 
5.2	Conclusion
It is apposite to infer that the development of media represents a global solution to social injustice and human rights violations, particularly in third-world nations where inequality and class dominance are pervasive. The assertion is predicated on the observation that mass media has frequently demonstrated itself on the global stage as a platform where the oppressed and the demoralized can plead or appeal for justice. Media, for instance, has supported social advocacy campaigns like  child abuse, child trafficking and #BlackLivesMatter, which documents police abuse of African Americans. 
Additionally, as highlighted in the study, media activism on mass media has played a significant role in Nigeria in the fight against a variety of social injustices like the #EndsarsProtest, #JusticeforDeborah, #JusticeforOsinachi #Bringbackourgirls, among others. 
In conclusion, activism on mass media and other new media platforms has the potential to both lessen the number of incidences of child abuse, social injustice that are occurring in Nigeria and to spur the country’s growth, both politically and economically. 
5.3	Recommendations
To make mass media in Nigeria truly effective, this research recommends the following;
i. Government should set up digital facilities across the Nigerian state, that would enable the widespread participation of both the government and the citizens in addressing child abuse, child trafficking and other social injustices.
ii.  Ensuring energy security (which includes its generation, transmission, consumption, and sustainability)
iii. Government should reducing the widening income inequality
iv. Government should ensure the security of digital footprints through effective cyber security, and having a strong public-private partnership in the telecommunications sector.
v. Youths should not limit their activities to online media, but try to take these movements to the streets, offices and get involved more in offline activities. The percentage of offline activists is very low compared to the high number of online activists.
vi. Social media users and advocates should be careful the information they share so that they do not cause chaos when wrong information or rumours are uploaded.
vii. People, both leaders and citizens, need to adopt or have appreciable levels of internet skills, in order to benefit from it, and avoid the consequences that may arise from ignorance.
viii. The broadcast media should give more magnitude and follow-up story to issues of child abuse in Nigeria. Since, the media has been accepted to be effective in fighting against child abuse in the country. 
ix.  Private organizations and NGOs should also assist by providing more sponsorship to related programs such as NAPTIP on Air, so that the media can deeply dwell on the issue for adequate information
x. The government should treat issues of child abuse as important as politics by providing necessary and needed tools to fight against this menace by appropriate bodies or agencies.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Department of Mass Communication,  
Institution of Information and Communication Technology,
 Kwara Sate Polytechnic, Ilorin.
						 2025.
Dear Respondent,
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION
I am a final year student of the above mentioned institution conducting a research on topic titled “Influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and labour in Nigeria” Kindly assist by providing honest opinions on the various issues raised in this questionnaire. Your confidentiality is highly assured as the information given will be used for purely academic purpose. 
Thank you for the anticipated co-operation.

Yours faithfully,
Sanusi Alimat Oyindamola












SECTION A
Instruction: Please tick (√) where applicable in the desire option.
Where: SA = Strong Agree, A = Agree, N = Neutral, SD = Strong Disagree, D = Disagree
“Influence of mass media campaigns on child abuse and labour in Ilorin metropolis”


Research question 1: What are the quantity and quality of messages conveyed by mass media on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	SD
	D

	User’s/listener’s frequently encounter messages/reports about child abuse in the mass media (TV, radio, newspapers, social media, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Mass media platforms convey the highest number of messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis
	
	
	
	
	

	Did you agreed that mass media provide essential and comprehensive messages on campaign against child abuse and labour in Ilorin metropolis
	
	
	
	
	

	Mass media activities has serve as role that create awareness on child abuse and child labour in Nigerian
	
	
	
	
	



Research question 2: What extent at which the audience complies with the broadcast messages on child abuse in Ilorin metropolis?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	SD
	D

	Nigerian have achieved social justice on child abuse with aid of media activism 
	
	
	
	
	

	Government attention has been drawn on human right through mass media platform
	
	
	
	
	

	Nigerian has taken action (e.g. reporting abuse, discussing with others, intervening in abuse cases) based on a broadcast message heard on mass media
	
	
	
	
	

	Media platforms have been used as major instrument to campaign against child abuse and labour 
	
	
	
	
	




Research question 3: Does effectiveness of these broadcast messages on child abuse have influence rate of child abuse and child labour in Nigeria?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	SD
	D

	Nigerian youth has been encouraged to speak out and help to break silence surrounding social injustice
	
	
	
	
	

	Media activities have also been given channel to hold perpetrator accountable for their injustice action on child abuse. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Media activism has exposed Nigerian to foster against child labour and child abuse  
	
	
	
	
	

	Campaigns on mass media platforms create path for individual to file case against child abuse and others injustice in Nigeria
	
	
	
	
	



Research question 4: What challenges the mass media face in the efforts at combating child abuse and child labour in Nigeria?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	SD
	D

	Fake news reporting on media platforms reduce the effectiveness of media activism 
	
	
	
	
	

	Lack of journalism freedom plays significant role in achieving human right 
	
	
	
	
	

	Accessibility of Nigerian law makers hinder social activisms 
	
	
	
	
	

	Media activism encountered political influence that curb foster against justice on violation human right
	
	
	
	
	



SECTION B: PERSONAL DATA
1. Age: 18-24(  ) 25-30 (  ) 31-45 (  ) 46- above ( )
2.  Gender: Male (    ) Female (     )
3: Respondents Religion: Muslim (  ) Christian (  ) Others (  )
4. Community/area of respondent: Gaa Akanbi (   ) Tanke (   ) Oke odo (  ) Maraba (  ) 
5.  Marital status: Single (    ) Married (    ) Divorced (    ) 








