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ABSTRACT
This  research  study  examines  the  impact  of  digital  activism  on  gender  based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  student  of  tertiary  institution.  The  study  had  four  objectives:  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  social  media  campaign  as  contribute  on  gender  based  violence  among  students  of  tertiary  institution,  to  evaluate  the  impact  of  digital  activist  on  social  media  campaign  on  gender  based  violence  among  students  of  tertiary  institution,  to  investigate  the  effect  of  gender  based  violence  on  female  student,  to  investigate  the  prevalence  of  gender  based  violence  against  female  on  social  media  students  of  tertiary  institutions.  The  sample  size  for  the  study  was  determined  to  be  200  participants,  using  proportional  sampling  to  ensure  representation  from  different  groups  within  the  population.  The  findings  of  the  study  were  analyzed,  summarized,  and  presented  in  this  abstract.  The  study  reviewed  that  digital  activism  on  gender  based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  student  of  tertiary  institution.  In  conclusion,  digital  activism  has  been  instrumental  in  addressing  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students  of  tertiary  institutions.  The  success  and  impact  of  digital  activism  signal  a  bright  future  for  its  use  in  creating  a  world  free  from  gender-based  violence,  where  women's  experiences  are  valued,  validated,  and  heard.  Recommendations  involve  continued  awareness-raising  campaigns:  Digital  activism  should  prioritize  awareness-raising  campaigns  that  highlight  the  devastating  impacts  of  gender-based  violence  on  social  media.  This  would  provide  a  better  understanding  of  the  issues  and  what  actions  can  be  taken,  capacity  building:  There  is  a  need  for  training  and  capacity  building  for  female  students  to  create  leaders  who  can  participate  in  online  activism  and  lead advocacy movements against gender-based violence on social media. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
 1.1 	Background of the Study 
Gender-based  violence  has  been  the  experience  of  women  worldwide  which  has  affected  their relationship in the homes, schools, communities, places of work and largely their  productivity in their various places of assignments (amnesty international, 2005). An  increasing amount of research  highlights  the  health  burdens,  intergenerational  effects,  and  demographic  consequences  of  such  violence  (United  Nations,  2006).  The  World  Health  Organization  defines  such  violence  as  “the  intentional  use  of  physical  force  or  power,  threatened  or  actual,  against  oneself,  another  person,  or  against  a  group  or  community,  that  either  results  in  or  has  a  high  likelihood  of  resulting  in  injury,  death,  or  psychological  harm  or  deprivation”  (Krug  et  al, 2002). 
 Gender  violence  is  a  universal  reality  that  had  existed  in  all  societies  and  human  settlement  regardless  of  class,  income,  culture  or  educational  attainment.  This  paper  focuses  on  gender  violence,  a  form  of  gender-based  violence,  which  is  defined  here  as  any  act  of  violence  resulting  in  physical,  gender,  or  psychological  harm  or  suffering  to  women,  girls  or  men,  including  threats  of  such  act,  coercion,  or  arbitrary  deprivation  of liberty. . 
 	Digital activism refers to a series of activities or campaigns that use digital technology and networks comprehensively and exclusively (Rahmawan, Mahameruaji, & Janitra, 2020). A study showed that in recent years,  social  media  has  been  widely  used  as  a  tool  for  feminist  social  movements, addressing social problems such as sexual  assault  traumatization  (Li  et  al.,  2020).  The  use  of  social  media  completed  the  connection  of  three  dimensions  on  social  movements  such  as  movement  structure,  repertoire  of  movements,  and  ideational  movement. Social media is an effective  tool  for  communication  and  coordinating  among  activists  (Anam, Kolopaking, &Kinseng, 2020). 
Digital  activism  on  social  media  has  the  potential  to  balance  the  power  of  a  government  that  is  slow  to  reach  certain  issues.  Raising  an  issue  that  is  considered  important  by  the  public  through  the  social  media  movement  can  be  more  effective  to  reach  the  smallest  community  (Dewantara  &  Widhyharto,  2015).  In  recent  years,  young  feminist  activists  use  social  media  to  speak-up  about  gender-based  injustices  experienced and witnessed (Jackson, 2018). 
One  of  the  important  issues  that  need  to  be  raised  in  the  social  media  movement  in  Indonesia  is  the  Online  Gender-Based  Violence  (OGBV)  issue. The  increase  in  cases  of OGBV in recent years has made OGBV a violation of  human rights (Amnesty  International, 2018;  Lewis,  Rowe,  &  Wiper,  2017;  UNHRC,  2018).  OGBV cannot  be  separated  from  changes  in  the  way  humans  communicate  via  the  internet. The  wide  use  and  distribution  of  this  new  communication  system  have  an  impact  on  changing  the  way  humans communicate with one another. Various kinds of features such  as  anonymity, virility, or disinhibition, which in turn determine norms of interaction  (Rodríguez-Darias  &  Aguilera-Ávila,  2018). The  International  Center  for research  on  women  terminates  OGBV  as  Technology-Facilitated  Gender-Based  Violence,  which  is  an  action  carried  out  by  one  or  more  people  that  endangers  others  because  of  their  sexual  or  gender  identity  or  by  enforcing  dangerous  gender  norms. 
This  action  is  performed  using  the  internet  and/or  cellular  technology.  This  violence  includes  stalking,  bullying,  sexual  harassment,  defamation,  hate  speech,  and  exploitation  (Mueller,  Brien-milne,  &  Wandera,  2018).  OGBV  is  also  termed  Technology-Facilitated  Sexual  Violence.  This  term  is  referring  to  the  diverse  ways  in  which  criminal,  civil  or  otherwise  harmful  sexually  aggressive  and  harassing  behaviors  are  being  perpetrated  with  the  aid  or  use  of  digital  communication  technologies  (Powell  &  Henry,  2017).  In  simple  terms,  Online  Gender-Based  Violence  can  be  understood  as  any  form  of  violence  that  attacks  a  person’s  gender  identity and is facilitated by technology. 
 1.2 	Statement of the Problem 
 	It  is  no  longer  an  exaggeration  that  the  rate  of  violence  and  crime  against  female  student,  (especially  Nigerian  female  student)  is  on  the  increase  as  even  the  number  of  perpetrators  of  this  violent  act  against  female  student  appears  to  be  ever  increasing on a daily basis. In almost every tribe, the status of female is very low. 
 Iloegbunam  (2006)  stated  that,  Many  times  female  student  are  maltreated  and  considered  inferior  at  schools  thereby  making  them  suffer  from  gender  based  violence;  denial  of  time  for  relaxation;  denial  of  right  to  accumulate  wealth  even  when  they  actually  do  most  of  the  work;  emotional  and  psychological  abuse  to  mention  just  a  few.  Physically,  females  student  emerge  from  these  violent  episodes  every  time  with  gender  assault  to  the  psyche  may  be  just  as  disabling.  Gender  based  Violence  against  female  student  constitutes  a  violation  of  the  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms  of  female  student  and  impairs  or  nullifies  their  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and freedoms. 
 1.3 	Research Objectives 
 	The major aim and objectives of carrying out this study was to: 
1. To  determine  the  extent  to  which  social  media  campaign  as  contribute  on  gender  based violence among students of tertiary institution. 
2. To  evaluate  the  impact  of  digital  activist  on  social  media  campaign  on  gender  based  violence among students of tertiary institution. 
3. To investigate the effect of gender based violence on female student. 
4. To  investigate  the  prevalence  of  gender  based  violence  against  female  on  social  media students of tertiary institutions. 
 1.4 	Research Question 
1. To  what  extent  does  social  media  campaign  contribute  on  gender  based  violence  among students of tertiary institution? 
2. What  is  the  impact  of  digital  activist  on  social  media  campaign  on  gender  based  violence among students of tertiary institution? 
3. What is the effect of gender based violence on female student? 
4. What is the prevalence of gender based violence against female student in Nigeria? 
 1.5 	Significance of the Study 
 	This  study  is  crucial  and  timely  especially  as  statistics  showing  the  rate  of  gender  violence  among  female  student  globally  has  been  on  a  steady  increase.  This  study  was  meant  to  be  an  eye  opener  to  the  fact  that  gender  violence  is  prevalent  in  Nigeria  and  it’s  something  that  needed  to  be  dealt  with  owing  to  its  many  negative  impacts  on  victims  of  such  violent,  upon  providing  evidence  of  its  existence,  the  study  was  also  meant  to  suggest  solutions  to  the  phenomena  called  gender  violence  among  female  student  in  higher  institution.  This  study  was  also  expected  to  add  value  to  the  existing  body  of  knowledge  for  students,  academicians  and  researchers  who  may  appreciate  the  problem  of  gender  abuse  in  Nigerian  higher  institution  and  equally  enhance the understanding of its consequences to the society. Finally,  it  was  hoped  that  the  study  would  enable  policy  makers  appreciate  the problem  and  come  up  with  appropriate  remedies  to  address  the  problems  associated  with gender violence. 
 1.6 	Scope of the Study 
 	This  study  is  focused  on  examining  the  Impact  of  digital  activism  on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students  of  higher  institutions.  The  use  of  questionnaire  will  be  use  in  gathering  data  from  the  respondents  as  well  as  frequency counts and percentages will also be use for analyzing the data generated. 
 1.7 	Definition of Terms 
Gender-based  violence -  refers  to  any  type  of  harm  that  is  perpetrated  against  a  person  or  group  of  people  because  of  their  factual  or  perceived  sex,  gender,  gender  orientation and/or gender identity. 
Higher  institution  -Universities,  polytechnic  and  colleges,  and  professional  schools  that  offer  courses  in  disciplines  like  law,  theology,  medicine,  business,  music,  and  art  are all considered higher education institutions. 
Digital  Activism-  form  of  activism  that  uses  the  Internet  and  digital  media  as  key  platforms for mass mobilization and political action 
Social  media  -  websites  and  applications  that  enable  users  to  create  and  share  content  or to participate in social networking 
Female student - A woman or a girl. : An individual of the sex that is typically  capable of bearing young or producing eggs.
























CHAPTER TWO
2.1 	Conceptual Framework 
2.1.1 	Format of Social Media 
While  discussing  the  importance  of  different  strategies  for  different  social  media  platforms,  it  is  essential  to  remember  that  the  audience  is  not  just  the  main  factor.  Different  platforms  have  other  content  formats;  also  not  all  sizes  suit  all  platforms.  For  instance,  a  portrait  video  might  work  well  for  the  reel  feature  of  Instagram  and  shorts  feature  of  Youtube,  but  it  might  not  work  best  for  the  video  feature  on  Facebook.  You need  to  take  advantage  of  each  platform’s  best-performing  features and use that to your advantage to get the best results. 
 Instagram 
Instagram  has  created  for  itself  a  bigger  audience  than  it  had  a  few  years  ago.  However, one  should  know  how  to  use  the  features  provided  by  the  platform  in  one’s  favor  to  achieve  success.  It  sure  is  challenging  to  figure  out  which  type  of  content  would  work  best.  The  best  part  about  Instagram  as  a  platform  is  that  it  aggressively  promotes its new features more than all the other content formats. 
Facebook 
Facebook  is  a  platform  that  offers  the  features  of  all  other  social  media  platforms  in  one  place;  hence  it  becomes  difficult  to  study  which  content  worked  best.  However,  statistics  say  that  video  content tends  to  perform  the  best  on  Facebook.  Among  videos,  informative  videos  top  the  list  for  the  best  content  format  on  this  platform.  While  videos  have  the  best  engagement  rates  on  this  platform,  it  is  essential  to remember that the length of the video has to be perfect to hit the sweet spot. 
LinkedIn 
LinkedIn  promotes  videos five  times  more  than  any  other  form  of  content,  making  it  one  of  the  best-performing  formats  on  this  platform  that  caters  primarily  to  business and working professionals. However  given  the  multiple  video  options  available,  it  becomes  quite  a  challenge  to  create  the  best  ones.  To  know  more  about  the  type  of  content  that  works  best  on  Linkedin,  you  can  hire  professional  content  writing  services  who  can  share  the  best  tips for content creation on LinkedIn with you. 
LinkedIn  also  has  many  informative  videos  in  which  people  explain  complex  concepts  in  a  1-minute  video  or  share  infographics  from  an  event  from  the  past.  It is  considered the best site for credible information and case studies. 
 Twitter 
When it comes to twitter, users here are more inclined to images and text-based content. Again, this is  because  images  have  a  higher  chance  of reaching out to more audiences than videos.  Although  text  and  images  receive  the  same  amount  of  engagement  depending  on  the  hashtags  used,  the  platform  promotes  content  purely  based  on  trending  hashtags.  No  matter  what  content  you  put  out  there,  being  consistent  is  the  key  to  growing  on  Twitter .  You  need  to  plan  your  content  strategically  and  also  include  relevant text and images for your target audiences. 
 2.1.2 	Social Media Campaign on Gender Based Violence 
Gender-based  violence  is  an  umbrella  term  for  any  harm  that  is  perpetrated against  a  person’s  will  and  that  has  a  negative  impact  on  the  physical  or  psychological  health,  development,  and  identity  of  the  person.  Violence  is  a  means  of  control  and  oppression  that  can  include  emotional,  social  or  economic  force,  coercion  or  pressure,  as well as physical harm. 
It  can  be  overt,  in  the  form  of  physical  assault  or  threatening  someone  with  a weapon;  it  can  also  be  covert,  in  the  form  of  intimidation,  threats,  persecution,  deception  or  other  forms  of  psychological  or  social  pressure.  The  person  targeted  by  this  kind  of  violence  is  compelled  to  behave  as  expected  or  to  act  against  her/his  will  out  of  fear  (Minerson  et  al,  2011).  Gender-based violence in its various  forms  is  endemic in communities around the world. It cut across class, race, age, religion, etc. 
However,  the  revolution  in  information  communication  technology  in  present  times  has  presented  perpetrators  new  avenues  of  expressing  gender-based  violence.  Social network platforms constitute  one  of  such  avenues.  Participation  in  social  network  platforms  requires  the  submission  of  personal  information.  Although,  some  sites  allow  users  to  control  what  content  the  public  can  access,  in  order  to  allow  for  some  degree  of  privacy,  nevertheless  many  users  do  not  make  use  of  such  tools.  For  instance,  Bennet (2012)   observes  that 25 %  of  Facebook  users  do  not  use  any  type  of  privacy  controls,  while  a  majority  of  them  post  risky  information  online,  without  giving  due  diligence  to  privacy  and  security  concerns.  Consumer State  of  the  Net Analysis  Report  (2010)  observes  that  52%  of  adult  users  of  social  networks  such  as  Facebook  and  MySpace  have  posted  risky  personal  information  online,  while  many  have not used their service's privacy controls to protect themselves. 
The  report  also  observes  that  23%  of  the  users  of  Facebook,  the  largest  social  network,  either  didn't  know  that  the  site  offers  privacy  controls  or  chose  not  to  use  them.  Based  on  this  ignorance,  findings  of  the  report  reveal  that  38%  of  adult  social  network  users  had  posted  their  full  birth  date,  including  year,  45%  of  those  with  children  had  posted  their  children’s  photos  and  names,  8%  had  posted  their  street  address,  3%  had  disclosed  when  they  were  away  from  home.  And  an  estimated  5.4  million  online  consumers  submitted  personal  information  to  e-mail  scammers  during  the  past  two  years,  prior  to  the  report.  This  indiscreet  divulging  of  information  about  oneself  has  opened  up  social  media  users  to  a  variety  of  online  and  real  life  dangers.  The  Consumer  Report  (2010)  shows  that  a  projected  1.7  million  online  households  had  experienced  online  identity  theft  in  the  past  year,  while  an  estimated  5.1  million  online  households  had  experienced  some  type  of  abuse  on  a  social  network,  with  regard  to  young  adults,  Pew  Internet  Project  Surveys  (2010)  statistics  reveal  that  29%  of  teens  have  posted  mean  information,  embarrassing  photos  or  spread  rumours  about  someone.  29%  have  been  stalked  or  contacted  by  a  stranger  or  someone  they  don’t  know.  24%  have  had  private  or  embarrassing  information  made  public  without  their  permission,  22%  have  been  cyber  pranked  and  56%  have  been  target  of  online  harassment.  21%  have  received  nude  pictures  or  videos  from  others  and  about  half  of  them  admitted  they  were  pressured  to  do  so,  41%  have  experienced  some  form  of  digital  dating  abuse  including  checking  in  multiple  times  a  day,  reading  messages  without  permission,  pressurizing  others  to  respond  to  messages  or  spreading  rumours  (Lenhart, Purcell, Smith and Zickuhr, 2010). 
Also  a  study  of  middle  school  students  in  America  by  Hinduja  et  al  (2009)  show  that  17.3%  of  middle  school  students  have  been  victims  of  cyber  bullying.  While  National  Crime  Prevention  Council  (2009)  observes  that  victims  of  such  bullying  often  experienced  a  drop  in  grades,  decreased  self-esteem,  and  other  symptoms of depression. 
 2.1.3 	Impact of Digital Activist on Gender Based Violence 
In  2020,  20-year-old  R.  Thivya  Nayagi was  found  dead  at  her  family  home.  She  is  believed  to  have  died  by  suicide  after  she  was  bullied  online  for  a  TikTok  video  she  filmed  with  a  colleague.  As  the  tragedy  of  R.  Thivya  demonstrates,  women  are  still  at  risk  of  violence  online.  Although  there  is  no  official  data  on  gender-based  violence  cases,  the  women’s  group,  All  Women’s  Action  Society  (AWAM)  believes  online sexual harassment is  on the rise . The  most  common  forms  of  technology-facilitated  violence  include  sexist  or  misogynistic  online  comments,  gender-based  online  hate  speech,  online  harassment  and  threat  of  sexual  violence,  online  stalking,  doxing ,  unsolicited  nude  images  and  distribution  of  non-consensual  sexual  explicit  content. Female  public  figures  experience  online  harassment  condemning  and  disparaging  the  way  they  dress  and  act. 
In  a  survey  conducted  by  People  ACT  in  2018  , 50.4   per  cent  of  respondents  had  experienced  at  least  one  form  of  online  harassment  with  women  experiencing  it  twice as much as men. Digital  platforms  such  as  social  media  and  technology  have  become  double-edged  swords  used  in  both  positive  and  negative  ways.  Online  technology  can  disseminate  knowledge  and  advocacy  calls  widely  and  rapidly,  and  this  helps  create  awareness  and  support  for  women’s  issues,  particularly  issues  concerning  gender-based  violence.  But  many  advocates  and  activists  have  faced  harassment  and  menace  from  netizens  threatened  by  their  call  for  better  policies  in  addressing  sexual  harassment cases. 
 2.1.4 	Social Media and Gender-Based Violence in Nigeria 
 	Gender-based  violence  is  endemic  in  Nigeria,  it  is  nevertheless,  underreported  due  to  stigma,  shame  and  other  socio-cultural  factors  that  inhibit  women  from  discussing  incidence  of  violence.  However,  the  media  frequently  report  cases  of  violence  perpetrated  against  women  and  girls  by  family  members,  friends,  religious  leaders,  etc.,  when  such  cases  are  brought  to  the  open.  In  recent  times,  there  have  been  reported  cases  of  gender-based  violence  perpetrated  by  acquaintances  and  friends  met  through  social  media.  Such  violence  includes  rape,  sexual  assault,  theft,  kidnapping and murder. Below are some case examples - 
Case 1 
Cynthia  Osokogwu,  a  25  year  old  postgraduate  student  of  Nasarawa  State  University, a daughter of a retired Nigerian Army General and a business  woman  was  murdered  on  July  22,  2013  in  a  hotel  by  friends  she  met  through  a  social  network  site  (facebook).  Echezona  Nwabufor  (33years)  and  his  cousin  Ezekiel  Eloka  (23years)  (both  undergraduates  of  Nigerian  Universities)  lured  Cynthia  from  her  base  in  Nassarawa  State  to  Lagos,  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  her  money.  Cynthia  owned  a  fashion  boutique  and  was  engaged  in  frequent  travels  abroad  to  purchase  goods  for  sales.  Her  friends  aware  of  this  information  through  their  Facebook  interactions  wanted  to  steal  her  money  but  ended  up  killing  her.  (Esene,  2013). 
Case 2 
Arthur  Obiora,  a  26  year  old  unemployed  graduate  of  Igbinedion  University  Okada  and  the  Centennial  College,  Ontario,  Canada,  pushed  down  his  Facebook  lover  Nkiruka  Akabuogu,  from  a  multi-storey  building  over  a  disagreement  on  sex.  Obiora  met  21  year  old  Nkiruka  Akabuogu,  a  Linguistics  student  of  the  University  of  Lagos,  on  Facebook  (barely  a  week  earlier)  and  invited  her  to  go  clubbing  with  him.  From  the  club,  they  moved  to  Obiora’s  house,  where  Obiara  demanded  for  sex.  On  Nkiruka’s  refusal,  he  tore  her  dress  and  thereafter  pushed  her  down  from  the  third  floor  of  the  storey  building.  Nkiruka  fell  unconscious  and  sustained  multiple  injuries,  including a fractured pelvis (Vanguard Newspaper, Nov. 9, 2012). 
Case 3 
Oludoyi  Bamidele  Samuel,  an  undergraduate  student  of  Kogi  State  University  was  lured  by  a  friend  (Michael)  he  met  on  the  social  media  site  (Facebook)  from  his  base  in  Enugu  to  Warri,  to  be  kidnapped  by  his  collaborators.  Bamidele  is  the  only  son  of  his  parents  and  his  parents  are  wealthy.  Michael,  his  Facebook  friend  aware  of  this  privileged  background  plotted  how  to  abduct  him  and  make  some  money.  He  invited  him  over  to  Warri  to  attend  a  fictitious  birthday  party.  On  arrival  at  Warri,  Bamidele  was  abducted  by  Michael’s  collaborators.  His  kidnappers  demanded  for  a  five  million  naira  (N5m)  ransom  from  his  parents,  meanwhile  Bamidele  never  informed his parents about his visit to his Facebook friend (Esene, 2013). 
2.1.5  	Responsibilities  Of  Social  Media  Platforms  In  Addressing  Online  Gender Violence 
Online  gender  abuse  communicated  through  social  networking  sites  has  increased  considerably  in  recent  years  and  criminal  justice  and  other  social  policy  agencies  have  been  slow  to  respond  to  the  immense  change  that  has  occurred  as  a  result  of  the  way  that  individuals  interact  in  the  digital  space.  The  emerging  nature  of  the  problem  has  created  a  policy  vacuum,  with  evidence  suggesting  that  a  lag  in  institutional responsiveness leaves victims without adequate protection or recourse. 
A  2020  survey  by  Plan  International  conducted  on  14,000  girls  aged  15-25  in  22  countries,  including  Nigeria  showed  that  more  than  half  (58%)  have  been  harassed  or  abused  online.  An  unfortunate  effect  of  online  violence  against  women  is  self-censorship  or  total  withdrawal  from  the  use  of  ICTs.  However,  critics  would  ask  where  to  draw  the  line  between  freedom  of  speech  and  censorship  of  online  GBV.  Too  often,  freedom  of  speech  has  been  thought  to  be  directly  opposed  to  measures  to  prevent  abuse.  That  is  not  wholly  true.  Freedom  comes  with  responsibility  which  means  the  respect  of  the  rights  of  others.  It  is  important  to  recognize  that  while  the  Internet  can  be  a  vehicle  for  abuse,  it  is  also  a  channel  for  women  experiencing  GBV  to  seek  support  and  access  resources.  More  broadly,  as  digital  media  and  communications  technologies  permeate  everyday  life,  access  to  these  technologies  is  important  for  women’s  social  and  political  participation  and  access  to  life-enhancing  services,  health  care,  education,  and  economic  opportunities  So,  addressing  online  GBV  requires  the  active  and  careful  participation  of  state  and  non-state  actors  involved in Internet governance. 
In  Nigeria,  there  are  also  a handful of laws  that  have  a  bearing  on  online  GBV.  For  example,  the  Cyber  Crime  Act  of  2015  was  enacted  to  provide  a  legal  and  regulatory  framework  for  the  prohibition,  prevention,  detection,  prosecution  and  punishment  of  cybercrimes  in  Nigeria.  The  Act  under  Section  24  criminalizes  cyber  stalking,  cyber  bullying,  blackmail/  extortion  and  revenge  porn.  This  provision  has  however  been  abused  by  law  enforcement  agents  in  Nigeria  in  curbing  expression  online,  rather  than  being  invoked  to  protect  people  against  online  harm.  Also,  the  Violence  Against  Persons  (Prohibition)  Act  was  enacted  to  prohibit  all  forms  of  violence  against  persons  in  private  and  public  life.  The  VAPP  Act  covers  a  wide  range  of  offences  offline  that  seem  to  cover  similar  offences  online.  Provisions  of  the  VAPP  Act  criminalize  coercing  another  person  to  act  to  the  detriment  of  an  individual’s  physical  or  psychological  wellbeing  ,  placing  a  person  in  fear  of  physical  injury,  causing  emotional,  verbal  and  psychological  abuse  on  another,  intimidation,  indecent  exposure  and  stalking.  The  law  does  cite  harassment  as  inclusive  of  stalking,  repeatedly  making  telephone  calls  to  another  person,  repeatedly  sending  or  delivering  information  through  different  means  including  email,  text  messages  or  other  ‘objects’.  This  leaves  it  open  to  interpretation,  and  we  may  infer  that  the  provision  covers  cyber  stalking.  Apart  from  the  prescribed  punishments  upon  conviction,  victims  of  these  offences may also apply to the court for protection orders. 
 2.1.6 	Prevalence of Gender Based Violence Against Female Student in Nigeria 
Gender  based  violence  against  female  student  in  Nigeria  occur  in  many  areas, 
 this  include  rape,  female  being  beaten  up  by  male  student,  verbal  abuse,  incest,  female  genital  mutilation,  It  also  include  restricting  a  female  to  relate  with  the  wide  community  such  as  friends,  colleagues  or  relatives,  seeing  female  as  incompetent, worthless  or  inferior  to  men,  girls  trafficking  with  the  intention  of  using  them  as  commercial sex workers. 
 	A  release  by  Jekayinka  (2020)  indicates  that  domestic  violence,  female  genital  mutilations  and  forced  prostitution  are  still  being  practiced  among  Nigerians  in  an  alarming  rate.  All  these  acts  of  violence  against  women  in  Nigeria  cut  across  cultures,  traditions,  class,  and  ethnic  groups.  Majority  of  female  student  in  Nigeria  are  not  aware  of  human  right  violations.  Even  those  that  are  aware  are  afraid  of  stigma,  consequently  tolerate  violence,  while  they  suffer  in  silence  until  the  consequences  starts manifesting in depression, low self esteem and attendant health problems. 
2.2 	Theoretical Framework 
2.2.1 	Agenda setting theory 
The  first  systematic  study  about  Agenda  Setting  Theory  was  conducted  by  McCombs  and  Shaw  in  1972  and  this  theory  describes  the  power  of  the  news  media  to  influence  the  salience  of  topics  on  the  public  agenda.  According  to  Gökçe  (1993:  113);  agenda  setting  theory  is  based  on  an  approach  that  by  using  their  presentation  techniques  mass  communication  vehicles  highlight  some  topics  as  more  important  than  others  and  whereby  they  can  determine  of  shape  agenda  of  public  opinion.  This  means  digital  activist  making  use  of  social  media  to  fight  against  gender  based  violence.  They  make  use  of  social  media  as  an  instrument  to  disseminate  information  on gender based violence. 
Social  media  has  gained  a  big  popularity  against  traditional  media  in  the  last  years  and  it  can  determine  to  its  own  agenda  and  form  the  agenda  of  other  social  groups  by  providing  personal  areas  to  its  members.  An  event  or  idea  can  be  turned into  an important  subject  of  social agenda by rapid  distribution  of social  media.  When  information  or  knowledge  is  shared  on  Facebook;  a  tweet  can  be  liked  quickly,  it  is  retweeted  or  it  is  added  to  favorites  and  all  of  these  implementations  can  be  distributed  in  a  short  time  among  the  users.  Especially social  media  tools  such  as  Facebook,  Twitter  etc.  has  started  to  take  an  important  place  in  daily  life  of  people  anymore.  After  the  rapid  spread  of  smart  phones  in  people’s  daily  life  Twitter  can  form  it  original  agenda  with  its  “top  trend  lists”  because  Twitter  has  a  rapid  message  distribution  among  its  members.  Users  can  speak  or  comment  about  a  top  trend  subject  with  following  it.  If  this  subject  is  very  attractive,  it  can  be  distributed  quickly  although  it  has  not  news  value.  If  this  subject  has  news  value,  people  can  read  this  subject in national press or even in international media. 
2.2.2 	Social learning 
The paper adopts an eclectic theoretical approach. Social learning serve as underpinnings  for  the  paper.  Albert  Bandura’s  (1962)  Social  Learning  theory  emphasizes  the  importance  of  observing  and  modeling  the  behaviors,  attitudes,  and  emotional  reactions  of  others.  Thus,  when  youths  are  exposed  to  media  contents  that  depict  violence,  unhealthy  sexual  practices  and  attitudes,  they  model  these  behaviours  in  real  life  and  social  media  serve  as  one  of  the  avenues  of  contacting  their  unsuspecting  victims.  On  the  other  hand,  radical  feminist  theory  explains,  why  women  are  often  the  victims  of  gender-based  violence.  The  patriarchal  ideology,  which  posits  male  superiority  and  dominance  and  women’s  inferiority  and  subservience  in  all  spheres  of  life,  creates  inequality  between  men  and  women,  thus  predisposing  women  to  all  forms  of  subjugation  and  exploitation  by  men  (Giddens, 2001;  Morgan,  1975),  gender  based  violence  is  one  of  the  ways of  expressing  such  dominance. 
 2.3 	Empirical Review 
 	A Critical Review on Gender Based Violence in Nigeria: 
Media Dimension. J  Gynecol  Women’s  Health  2022:  24(2):  Women  Human  Rights  Defenders  (WHRD)  has  to  shout  aloud  globally  to  call  the  attention  of  the  world  to  prevent  violence  against  women  and  pursue  a  reformist  agenda  to  achieve  gender  equality  between  men  and  women.  In  a  bid  to  achieve  their  goal,  they  further  encounter  false  accusations,  sexual  assault,  bullying,  and  sometimes  even  murder  as  threats regularly. 
The  problem  heightens  when  the  WHRD  challenges  the  cultural  or  religious notions  that  perpetuate  gender  inequality  in  society.  State  and  non-state  institutions,  such  as  organized  crime,  business  groupings,  religious  fundamentalism  that  targets  women,  persons  who  oppose  gender  standards,  and  women’s  human  rights  organizations,  are  growing  and  advancing  daily  in  their  plans  according  to  the  Generation  Equality  Forum.  Tremendous  hate  speeches  of  all  sorts  and  high  public  demands  for  violence  against  these  groups  are  becoming  more  widespread  among  authoritarian  regimes  and  oppressive  forces  all  across  the  world  to  frustrate  any  attempt  to  achieve  gender  equality  in  the  world.  In  Nigeria,  one  out  of  every  four  females  is  a  victim  of  sexual  violence  before  they  turn  the  age  of  eighteen.  This  is  usually  preceded  in  some  communities  by  the  practice  of  early  and  forced  marriage  in  the name of culture, ethnicity, or religion. 
For  example,  67.6  percent of  girls in the  North-West  and 56.6  percent  of  girls in  the  North-East  are  forcefully  given  out  to  marriage  before  they  get  to  the  age  of  eighteen.  Similarly,  FGM  has  been  reported  as  49  percent  in  both  girls  and  women  who  are  between  the  ages  of  15  to  49  years  in  the  South-East  and  47.5  percent  of  girls  and  women  between  the  ages  of  15  to  49  years  in  the  South-West  .  Violence  remains  even  in  adulthood;  17.4  percent  of  girls  and  women  between  the  ages  of  15  to  49  had  been  brutally,  physically,  or  sexually  abused  by  their  romantic  partners  at  least  once  in  their  life.  Abduction,  attacks  on  sex  workers,  resource  denial,  domestic  violence,  and  early  and  forced  marriage  have  all  been  prevalent  and  are  still  pervasive  in  Nigeria’s  northeastern region. 
In  Zamfara  State  (Nigeria)  specifically,  sexual  violence,  partner  violence,  and  conflict-related  sexual  violence  are  perpetuated  and  are  seriously  on  the  rise  in  Zamfara State as of 2020. 

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 3.1 	Research Method 
This  study  will  employ  a  quantitative  research  method  to  examine  the  impact  of  digital  activist  on  gender  based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  student  of  tertiary  institution.  Quantitative  research  involves  the  collection  and  analysis  of  numerical  data  to  draw  statistical  reference  about  a  population  (Creswell,  2014).  This  method  is  suitable  for  this  study  as  it  allows  for  the  use  of  statistical  analysis  to  show  descriptive  statistics  of  information  gathered  from  the  respondents  and  provide  a  clear  understanding  of  the  relationship  of  social  media  and  gender  based  violence  using  frequency tables expressed in counts and percentage. 
 3.2 	Population Study 
Wimmer  and  Domminik  (2003:84)  define  population  as  a  group  of  class  of  subjects,  variables  concepts  or  phenomenon.  Dermers  and  Nicholas  (1989:35)  lend  credence  to  this  by  saying  that  population  is  the  group  of  element  about  what  you  are  planning  to  make  generalizations.  For  the  purpose  of  this  study,  the  population  of  the  research  work  is  purely  the  student  of  Kwara  State  Polytechnic,  with  the  population of about 30,000 according to MIS. 
3.3 	Sample Size and Sampling Technique 
This study will adopt the  stratified  random  sampling  techniques.  In  the  stratified  random  technique  the  population  is  first  split  into  groups.  The overall sample consists of  some  student  from  different  institute.  The students from each institute are chosen randomly. 
Stratified  sampling  is  a  probability sampling  technique  wherein  the  researcher  divides  the  entire  population  into  different  subgroups  or  strata,  then  randomly  selects  the  final  subjects  proportionally  from  the  different  strata.  There  are  two  techniques  that  are  used  to  allocate  sample  from  strata:  proportional  allocation  technique  and  equal  allocation  technique.  Using  proportional  allocation  technique  the  sample  size  of  a  stratum  is  made  proportional  to  the  number  of  elements  present  in  the  stratum.  Using  equal  allocation  technique  same  numbers  of  participants  are  drawn  from  each  stratum  regardless  of  the  number  of  elements  in  each  stratum.  (Alvi, 2016). This study will use equal allocation technique where by the same numbers of respondents will be randomly selected from each department regardless of the number of student in each department. The study sample will be 200 students where by 40 students will be selected from each department of each institute. Since Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin has six faculties therefore; five institutes will be sample randomly selected as follows; 
	 Faculties 
	 No Of Respondents 

	 General Studies 
	 40 

	 Applied Science 
	 40 

	 Information And Communication And Technology 
	 40 

	 Engineering Technology 
	 40 

	 Business And Management Studies 
	 40 

	 Environment Studies 
	 40 

	 Total 
	 200 


 The sample size for this study is 200. 
 3.4 	Research Instrument 
The  research  instrument  used  in  collection  data  for  this  study  is  questionnaire  which  will  be  used  in  this  research  work.  Questionnaire  is  a  series  of  relevant  questions  sometimes  statements  which  are  usually  used  to  elicit  information  from  the  target  population  of  a  given  study.  The  research  structured  the  close  ended  questions,  respondent  were  to  choose  from  the  option  provided  for  them.  A total  number  of  200  will be administered. 
 3.5 	Validity and Reliability of Study 
 	The  instrument  (questionnaire)  used  is  valid  because  it  is  the  most  appropriate  instrument  for  data  collection  in  survey  study  because,  it  removes  the  influence  of  the  researcher  in  gathering  information  for  the  research,  its  impersonal  nature  makes  data  realized  from  it  reliable  and  researcher  trust  the  confidentiality  of  their  communication. More  so,  the  project  supervisor  monitored  it  to  ensure  its  validity  both  in content  and  context.  This  was  done  by  ensuring  that  the  questions  contained  in  the  questionnaire  are  properly  constructed  (content),  context  wise,  the  questions  though  properly constructed are also checked for their relevance to the study. 
3.6		Data Analysis Procedure 
The  data  collected  from  the  questionnaire  will  be  analyzed  using  the  statistical  package  for  social  sciences  (SPSS).  Descriptive  statistical  such  as  frequency,  percentage  means  and  standard  deviation  will  be  used  to  summarize  the  data  to  pave  way for conclusion and possible recommendation. 



















CHAPTER FOUR 
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
 4.0	Introduction 
	This  chapter  entails  the  presentation  of  data  analysis,  interpretation  of  data collected  and  discussion  of  findings.  The  research  is  based  on  the  impact  of  digital  activism  on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students  of  tertiary  institutions.  The  data  collected  was  through  the  use  of  questionnaire  while  the  analysis  was  based  on  research questions stated in chapter one of the study. 
 4.1	Presentation of Data Analysis 
Table1: Age of respondent 
	Option
	Frequency 
	Percentage

	18-23 years
	11
	5.5%

	24-28 years
	87
	43.5%

	29 years and above
	102
	51.0%

	Total
	200
	100.0%


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From  the  table  above,  51%  of  the  respondents  are  between  the  age  of 18-23 years, 43.5 %  are  between  the  age  of 24-28 years  and 5.5 %  are  between  the  age  of  29years above. 
Table 2:  Sex of respondent 
	 Option 
	 Frequency 
	 Percentage

	 Female 
	 96 
	 48.0%

	 Male 
	 104 
	 52.0%

	 Total 
	 200 
	 100.0%


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From the table above, it shows that 52 % of the respondents are male while 48% of the respondents are female. This implies that there are more male than the female in this research work. 



 Table 3:  Religion of respondent 
	 Option 
	 Frequency 
	 Percentage

	 Muslim 
	 104 
	 52.0%

	 Christian 
	 96 
	 48.0%

	 Total 
	 200 
	 100 


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From the table above, its show that 52% of the respondent are Muslim while 48% of the respondent are Christian. Thus, most of the respondents are Muslim. 
 Table 4:  Marital status of respondent 
	 Option 
	 Frequency 
	 Percentage

	Single
	 172 
	 86.0%

	 Married 
	 28 
	 14.0%

	 Total 
	 200 
	 100.0%


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From the table above, it shows that 86% of the respondents are single while 14% of the respondents are married. Thus, most of the respondents are single. 
 Table 5:  Educational qualification of respondent 
	 Option 
	 Frequency 
	 Percentage

	 OND 
	 63 
	 31.5%

	 HND 
	 137 
	 68.5%

	 Total 
	 200 
	 100.0%


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From the table above, it shows that 31.5% of the respondents are OND while 68.5% of the respondents are HND. This implies that most of the respondents are at their HND level.






4.2 Analysis of research Question
Table 6: Contribution of social media campaign towards gender based violence among students of tertiary institution. 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	 Campaign on social media has effectively created awareness on gender-based violence. 
	49% 
	23.5% 
	16.5% 
	 4.5% 
	 6.5% 

	 There is positive change in attitude of student towards gender-based violence as a result of social media campaign. 
	35.5% 
	42% 
	14.5% 
	 5.5% 
	 2.5% 

	 Social media campaigns have reach marginalized communities that may not have access to traditional media. 
	32.5% 
	 30.5% 
	26.5% 
	 4% 
	 6.5% 

	 Campaign on social media on gender-based violence influence social media influencer in addressing such issues. 
	27.5% 
	39.5% 
	17.5% 
	 7.5% 
	 6% 

	There has been a negative effect on social media campaign on addressing gender-based violence. 
	32.5% 
	 26.5% 
	 20.5% 
	 6% 
	 14.5% 


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From  the  table  above  it  show  that  49%  of  the  respondent  strongly  agree  that  campaign  on  social  media  has  effectively  created  awareness  on  gender-based  violence,  42%  agree  that  there  is  positive  change  in  attitude  of  student  towards  gender-based  violence  as  a  result  of  social  media  campaign,  32.5%  strongly  agree  that  social  media  campaigns  have  reach  marginalized  communities  that  may  not  have  access  to  traditional  media,39.5  %  strongly  agree  that  Campaign  on  social  media  on  gender-based  violence  influence  social  media  influencer  in  addressing  such  issues  and  32.5%  strongly  agree  that  there  has  been  a  negative  effect  on  social  media  campaign  on  addressing  gender-based violence. 



 Table 7:  Impact of digital activist on social media campaign toward gender based  violence among students of tertiary institution. 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	Digital activism has allowed audience to participate in raising awareness about gender-based violence on social media. 
	 37% 
	 35% 
	 19% 
	 6% 
	 3% 

	 Social media campaign on social media by digital activism has created positive change on gender-based violence to the society. 
	 31.5% 
	 39% 
	 17.5% 
	 4.5% 
	 1.5% 

	Digital activism has use social media campaign in tackling incidence related to gender-based violence through social media. 
	 26% 
	 38.5 
 % 
	 24% 
	 3.5% 
	 8% 

	Digital activism allows public to be familiar with gender-based violence concept through social media. 
	 32.5% 
	 39.5% 
	 14.5% 
	 5% 
	 8.5% 

	Digital activism has increase the level of public perception on social media as an instrument to combat gender-based violence. 
	 32% 
	 39% 
	 16.5% 
	 3.5% 
	 9% 


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From  the  table  above,  it  shows  that  37%  of  the  respondents  strongly  agree  that  digital  activism  has  allowed  audience  to  participate  in  raising  awareness  about  gender-based  violence  on  social  media,  39%  agree  that  the  social  media  campaign  on  social  media  by  digital  activism  has  created  positive  change  on  gender-based  violence  to  the  society,  38.5%  agree  that  digital  activism  has  use  social  media  campaign  in  tackling  incidence  related  to  gender-based  violence  through  social  media,  39.5%  agree  that  digital  activism  allows  public  to  be  familiar  with  gender-based  violence  concept  through  social  media,  39%  agree  that  digital  activism  has  increase  the  level  of  public  perception on social media as an instrument to combat gender-based violence. 




Table 8:  Effect of gender based violence on female  student. 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	Gender-based violence affects the academic performance of female student. 
	 37% 
	 33% 
	 15% 
	 5% 
	 9.5% 

	Gender-based violence as an effect on female student both physical and emotional. 
	 32% 
	 40% 
	 20% 
	 3% 
	 4% 

	Gender-based violence can lead to a range of health problems. 
	 32.5% 
	 33.5% 
	 17.5% 
	 5.5% 
	 11% 

	Female student who have experience may suffer from physical injuries, such as bruises, cuts, broken bones and internal injuries. 
	 35% 
	 32.5% 
	 17% 
	 4% 
	 11.5% 

	Gender-based violence can cause emotional trauma such as anxiety, depression on female student. 
	 32.5% 
	 39% 
	 12.5% 
	 5% 
	 11% 


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From  the  table  above,  it  shows  that  37  %  of  the  respondents  strongly  agree  that gender-based  violence  affects  the  academic  performance  of  female  student,40  %  agree  that  gender-based  violence  as  an  effect  on  female  student  both  physical  and  emotional,  33.5%  agree  that  gender-based  violence  can  lead  to  a  range  of  health  problems,  35%  strongly  agree  that  female  student  who  have  experience  may  suffer  from  physical  injuries,  such  as  bruises,  cuts,  broken  bones  and  internal  injuries  and  39%  agree  that  gender-based  violence  can  cause  emotional  trauma  such  as  anxiety,  depression  on  female student. 
Table 9: Prevalence of gender-based violence against female student in Nigeria. 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	The lack of consequence for gender-based violence in Nigeria affects the prevalence of female student. 
	 38% 
	 40% 
	 12.5% 
	 4.5% 
	 5% 

	Inadequate information in Nigeria on gender-based violence against gender-based violence have affect female student. 
	 29% 
	 42.5% 
	 18.5% 
	 3% 
	 7% 

	The nature of social media platform also contributes to gender-based violence on female student. 
	 30.5% 
	 37.5% 
	 14.5% 
	 4% 
	 13.5% 

	Inadequate regulation on gender-based violence contribute against female student. 
	 30% 
	 42.5% 
	 17.5% 
	 5.5% 
	 5.5% 

	Peer group also contribute to the prevalence of gender-based violence against female student. 
	 30% 
	 42.5% 
	 17.5% 
	 4.5% 
	 5.5% 


 Source: Research Survey 2025
From  the  table  above,  it  shows  that  40%  of  the  respondents  agree  that  the  lack  of  consequence  for  gender-based  violence  in  Nigeria  affects  the  prevalence  of  female  student,42.5  %  agree  that  Inadequate  information  in  Nigeria  on  gender-based  violence  against  gender-based  violence  have  affect  female  student,37.5  %  agree  that  the  nature  of  social  media  platform  also  contributes  to  gender-based  violence  on  female  student,42.5  %  agree  that  Inadequate  regulation  on  gender-based  violence  contribute  against  female  student,42.5  %  agree  that  peer  group  also  contribute  to  the  prevalence  of gender-based violence against female student. 
4.3 	Data Analysis of Research Question 
Research  question  1: To  what  extent  does  social  media  campaign  contribute  towards  gender based violence among students of tertiary institution? 
Table  6  answer  the  research  question  1,  it  show  that  49%  of  the  respondent strongly  agree  that  campaign  on  social  media  has  effectively  created  awareness  on  gender-based  violence, 42 %  agree  that  there  is  positive  change  in  attitude  of  student  towards  gender-based  violence  as  a  result  of  social  media  campaign,  32.5%  strongly  agree  that  social  media  campaigns  have  reach  marginalized  communities  that  may  not  have  access  to  traditional  media,39.5  %  strongly  agree  that  Campaign  on  social  media  on  gender-based  violence  influence  social  media  influencer  in  addressing  such  issues  and  32.5%  strongly  agree  that  there  has  been a  negative  effect  on  social  media  campaign on addressing gender-based violence. 
Research  question  2: What  is  the  impact  of  digital  activist  on  social  media  campaign  toward gender based violence among students of tertiary institution? 
Table  7  answer  the  research  question  2,  it  shows  that  37%  of  the  respondents  strongly  agree  that  digital  activism  has  allowed  audience  to  participate  in  raising  awareness  about  gender-based  violence  on  social  media, 39 %  agree  that  the  social  media  campaign  on  social  media  by  digital  activism  has  created  positive  change  on  gender-based  violence  to  the  society,  38.5%  agree  that  digital  activism  has  use  social  media  campaign  in  tackling  incidence  related  to  gender-based  violence  through  social  media,  39.5%  agree  that  digital  activism  allows  public  to  be  familiar  with  gender-based  violence  concept  through  social  media,  39%  agree  that  digital  activism  has  increase  the  level  of  public  perception  on  social  media  as  an  instrument  to  combat  gender-based violence. 
Research question 3:  What is the effect of gender based violence on female student? 
Table 8 answer the research question 3, it shows that 37% of the respondents strongly  agree  that  gender-based  violence affects  the  academic performance  of  female  student, 40% agree that gender-based violence as an effect on female student both physical and  emotional, 33.5% agree that gender-based  violence  can  lead  to  a  range  of  health  problems,  35%  strongly  agree  that  female  student  who  have  experience  may  suffer  from  physical  injuries,  such  as  bruises,  cuts,  broken  bones  and  internal  injuries  and  39%  agree  that  gender-based  violence  can cause  emotional trauma  such  as  anxiety,  depression on female student. 
Research question 4: What is the prevalence of gender based violence against female student in Nigeria? 
Table 9 answer the research question 4,  it  shows  that  40%  of  the  respondents  agree  that the lack of consequence for gender-based  violence in  Nigeria affects  the  prevalence  of  female student, 42.5% agree that Inadequate information in Nigeria on  gender-based  violence  against  gender-based  violence  have  affect  female  student, 37.5% agree that the nature of  social media platform  also contributes  to gender-based  violence  on  female  student, 42.5%  agree  that  Inadequate  regulation on gender-based violence contribute against female  student, 42.5% agree that peer group also contribute to the prevalence of gender-based violence against female student. 
4. 4 	Discussion of Findings 
	The  growth  of  digital  activism  has  brought  positive  changes  to  the  lives  of  many  people. Female students  in  tertiary institutions face different forms of  violence,  and  digital  activism  has  been  instrumental  in  highlighting  and  combating  this  menace. The  impact of  digital activism on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  can  be  seen  among  female  students of tertiary institutions who have experienced violence. Findings have shown that digital activism has significantly changed the way gender-based violence on social media is tackled. 
	The use of social media as  a  platform  for  digital  activism  has  played  a  significant  role  in  raising  awareness  about  gender-based  violence  and  its impact on women.  Female  students  can  use  social  media to connect  with other women who have experienced  gender-based  violence,  share  experiences,  and  offer  support.  Social  media  platforms provide  a sense of  community  where  victims can speak  their  truth  and  feel  heard.  These  digital  spaces  also  allow  female  students  to  voice  their  concerns  and air their grievances about gender-based violence. 
	Digital activism has also  encouraged  the  reporting  of  gender-based  violence  on  social media among female students of tertiary institutions. The anonymity and  convenience  of  social  media  make  it  easy  for  victims  to  report  violence  without  fear  of  retaliation.  The use of social media to report violence has made it easier for authorities to track and prosecute perpetrators, leading to a reduction in gender-based violence among female students. 
	Through digital  activism, female students  in  tertiary  institutions  have  also  been  able to push  for  policy changes that address  gender-based  violence  on  social  media. The use of hashtags, online petitions, and social media campaigns has helped in highlighting the issue and pushing for reforms. Female students can also put pressure on institutions to implement policies that provide a safer learning environment, free from gender-based violence. 
In  conclusion,  digital  activism  has  had  a  significant  impact  on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students  of  tertiary  institutions.  It  has  provided  a  platform  for victims  to share  their  experiences, seek  support  and  speak  out  against  violence. The  use  of  social  media  to  report  violence  has  made  it  easier  for  authorities  to  prosecute  perpetrators,  and  the  push for policy  changes  has  made  learning  institutions  safer  for  female  students.  However,  more  efforts  are  needed  to  ensure  that  digital  activism  continues  to  be used  to combat gender-based  violence  among female students in tertiary institutions. 


















CHAPTER FIVE
 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 5.0	Introduction 
	This chapter presents the summary, conclusion and recommendations for further studies. 
 5.1	      Summary 
Digital activism has  been  vital  in  transforming  the  lives  of  people  from  different  backgrounds, and  those who  have  experienced gender-based violence  are  no  exception. In tertiary institutions, female students face different forms of gender-based violence, both offline and online. Social media has transformed into a platform for digital activism, providing a community where women are empowered to voice their concerns. 
 The  impact of  digital  activism  on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students of tertiary institutions can  be  attributed  to various  factors.  One  significant  factor  is  that  digital  activism  provides a safe  space  for  women  to  share  their  experiences  and  insights  on  gender-based violence. It has fostered networks and support systems, which are essential in addressing gender-based violence. 
 Another critical factor is that digital activism has raised  awareness on gender-based  violence  on  social  media. Female students  are now more  knowledgeable  than  ever before about the different types of  gender-based  abuse on social media and  are better equipped to  identify  and  report  abuse. Through digital activism, female students can now confront their abusers and seek justice. 
Digital activism has also led to policy changes aimed at combating gender-based violence  on  social  media. Through  online  petitions  and  social  media  campaigns,  female  students can  advocate for  changes  in  institutional  policies  that  provide a safer learning environment, which is free from gender-based violence. 
However, the success of digital activism in combating gender-based violence on social  media is  not without  challenges. While there is an increase in the number of women reporting cases of gender-based violence on social media, most of these cases go unreported.  Also, the online environment can be hostile, and in some cases, victims of gender-based violence on social media face online harassment and shaming. 
In  conclusion,  digital  activism  has  affected  gender-based violence  on  social  media among female students in tertiary institutions in various ways. From raising awareness to provoking policy changes, digital activism has given a voice to victims of gender-based violence on social media. However, for digital  activism to be successful in combating  gender-based  violence,  concerted  efforts  are  required  to  create  a  safe  online  environment  for  women  and  educate them  on  the  different  forms of violence. 
5.2 Conclusion 
The  impact  of  digital  activism  on  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  among  female  students  of  tertiary  institutions cannot  be overstated.  Digital  activism  has  brought  about  positive changes  in  the way victims  of gender-based violence on social media  access  support, report cases,  and  engage in advocacy. The impact of digital  activism  can  be  seen  through  the  different policies  and  measures  put  in  place to combat gender-based violence. 
 Digital activism has provided a platform where women can share their experiences, and feel supported while seeking justice. Female students in tertiary institutions are not alone in their fight against gender-based violence, and digital activism has created meaningful communities that offer real solutions. 
 The  success  of  digital  activism is also  evident  in  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  policy,  with  learning  institutions  now  committed  to  addressing  gender-based  violence  on  social  media.  This  commitment  to  policy  changes  is  a  testament  to  the  role  digital  activism  can play in creating a more just  and  equal society free from gender-based violence. 
 However,  the  impact  of  digital  activism  is  not  without  certain  challenges.  The  online  environment  can  be  hostile  and  intimidating  for  women,  and  victims  of  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  can  face  online  harassment  and  shaming.  It  is  essential  to  create  a  safe  and  respectful  online  environment  that  fosters  healthy  interactions. 
 In conclusion,  digital  activism  has  been  instrumental  in  addressing gender-based  violence  on  social  media among female students  of  tertiary  institutions. The  success  and  impact  of  digital activism  signal  a  bright  future  for  its  use  in  creating  a  world  free  from gender-based violence,  where  women's experiences  are valued,  validated,  and  heard.  As a society, we  must  continue  to  embrace  digital  activism  in  tackling  the  issue  of  gender-based  violence  on  social  media,  and  all  forms  of  gender-based violence. 
 5.3 	Recommendations 
Digital  activism  has  undoubtedly  impacted  gender-based violence on social  media  among  female  students of  tertiary  institutions  positively. However, several recommendations can be made to maximize these impacts.  These recommendations include: 
1. Continued awareness-raising campaigns: Digital activism should prioritize awareness-raising campaigns that highlight the devastating impacts of gender-based violence on social media. This would provide a better understanding of the issues and what actions can be taken. 
2. Capacity building: There is a need for training and capacity building for female students to create leaders who can participate in online activism and lead advocacy movements against gender-based violence on social media. 
3. Partnership and collaboration: Digital activism should leverage on strategic partnerships and collaboration with key stakeholders to ensure its sustainability. This includes partnerships with governmental and non-governmental organizations, the media, and private organizations. 
4. Online  tools  and  platforms: Digital  activists  should  explore  and  use  online  tools  and platforms  such  as chat bots  to provide support  to victims of gender-based violence  on  social media. These resources should be made available to female students of tertiary institutions. 
5. Encouraging  the  report of  cases: Digital activism should  continue  to  encourage  the  reporting  of cases  of  gender-based  violence  on  social  media  and  provide  support  for  women who are scared of reporting to authorities. 
6. Advocacy  for  legal  reforms: Digital  activism  advocates  should  push for legal  reform  in  regard  to  gender-based violence  on  social  media. This would help strengthen the legal frameworks in place and criminalize gender-based violence on social media. 
7. Ethical use of online spaces: Digital activism should promote ethical use of online spaces to curb online harassment by promoting positive interaction and dialogue. Digital activism can create a social media culture of respect, inclusivity, and dialogue. 
8. Long-term  plans: Digital activism  should  be  accompanied  by  long-term plans  that  ensure  gender-based violence  on  social media is comprehensively  addressed. These plans should  be aligned  with  the  sustainable  development  goals,  particularly  goal  five  (gender equality). 
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Appendix I 
Department Of Mass Communication,
Institute Of Information Communication and Technology,
Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin.
 Dear respondent, 
 I’m HND 2 student of the above institution and department. I’m conducting a research on the topic:  The_Impact_Of_Digital_Activism_On_Gender-Based Violence on Social Media among Female Students of Tertiary 
 Institutions . 
 I wish to make vivid explanation with your help as I will be able to make a report  with your responds, creating an outstanding report for future use, as your responds  stands effective, in the fight against corruption in Nigeria using the media in the  society. 
 I appreciate your cooperation. 
 Thanks. 
 Yours faithfully, 
Researcher 
 SECTION A 
Instruction : please tick ( √ ) where applicable in the  desire option. 
Where:  SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, N = Neutral, SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree The Impact Of Digital Activism On Gender-Based Violence On Social Media Among Female Students Of Tertiary Institutions 
Research question 1:  To what extent does social media campaign contribute on  gender-based violence? 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	 Campaign on social media has effectively created  awareness on gender-based violence. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 There is positive change in attitude of student towards  gender-based violence as a result of social media  campaign. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Social media campaigns have reach marginalized  communities that may not have access to traditional media. 
	
	
	
	
	


 
Campaign on social media on gender-based violence 
 
influence social media influencer in addressing such 
 
issues. 
 
There has been There a negative effect on social media campaign 
 
on addressing gender-based violence. 

 Research question 2:  What is the impact of digital  activist on social media  campaigns on gender-based violence? 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	 Digital activism has allowed audience to participate in raising  awareness about gender-based violence on social media. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Social media campaign on social media by digital activism has  created positive change on gender-based violence to the  society. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Digital activism has use social media campaign in tackling  incidence related to gender-based violence through social  media. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Digital activism allows public to be familiar with  gender-based violence concept through social media. 
	
	
	
	
	


 
Digital activism has increase the level of public perception on 
 
social media as an instrument to combat gender-based 
 
violence. 

 Research question 3:  What is the effect of gender-based  violence on female student? 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	 Gender-based violence affects the academic performance of  female student. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Gender-based violence as an effect on female student both  physical and emotional. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Gender-based violence can lead to a range of health problems. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Female student who have experience may suffer from physical  injuries, such as bruises, cuts, broken bones and internal  injuries. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Gender-based violence can cause emotional trauma such as  anxiety, depression on female student. 
	
	
	
	
	


Research question 4:  What is the prevalence of gender-based  violence against  female student in Nigeria? 
	 Statement 
	 SA 
	 A 
	 N 
	 SD 
	 D 

	 The lack of consequence for gender-based violence in Nigeria  affects the prevalence of female student. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Inadequate information in Nigeria on gender-based violence  against gender-based violence have affect female student. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 The nature of social media platform also contributes to  gender-based violence on female student. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Inadequate regulation on gender-based violence contribute  against female student. 
	
	
	
	
	

	 Peer group also contribute to the prevalence of gender-based  violence against female student. 
	
	
	
	
	


 
SECTION B: PERSONAL DATA 
1. Age of Respondents: 18-23 ( ), 24-28 ( ), 29 and above ( ) 
2. Sex of respondents: Male ( ), Female ( ) 
3. Religion of Respondents: Muslim ( ), Christian ( ), Traditional ( ), Others ( ) 
4. Marital Status of Respondents: Single ( ), married ( ), Other ( ) 
5. Educational Qualification of Respondents: OND ( ), HND ( ) 


