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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
In recent years, the proliferation of fake news has become a significant concern globally, with profound implications for societal harmony and peaceful coexistence.(Persily,2017) In Nigeria, a nation characterized by its ethnic diversity and complex socio-political landscape, the spread of misinformation has exacerbated existing tensions and posed challenges to national unity. The advent of digital media platforms has facilitated the rapid dissemination of unverified information, often leading to misunderstandings, conflicts, and, in extreme cases, violence. (Wardle, 2017)
Kwara State, located in the North-Central region of Nigeria, is home to a mosaic of ethnic groups, including the Yoruba, Nupe, Bariba, and Fulani. Moro Local Government Area (LGA), in particular, exemplifies this diversity, making it a microcosm of Nigeria's broader ethnic composition. While this diversity is a source of cultural richness, it also presents challenges in fostering mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence. The infiltration of fake news into this delicate social fabric has the potential to ignite tensions, disrupt communal harmony, and undermine efforts towards unity.
The impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence is multifaceted. It can distort public perception, fuel stereotypes, and incite hostility among different groups. (Ogbebor, E. 2023) For instance, during periods of political unrest or communal disputes, the circulation of false information can escalate conflicts, leading to loss of lives and property. Moreover, the trust deficit created by fake news erodes the credibility of legitimate news sources and institutions, further complicating efforts to maintain peace.(Udenze, 2021).
In the context of Moro LGA, understanding the dynamics of fake news dissemination and its impact on intergroup relations is crucial. Given the area's ethnic diversity and history of communal interactions, it serves as an ideal case study to explore how misinformation affects peaceful coexistence. This study aims to investigate the extent to which fake news influences perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors among the residents of Moro LGA, with the goal of identifying strategies to mitigate its adverse effects and promote harmony.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The rise of fake news in Nigeria has coincided with increased instances of communal clashes, political unrest, and social discord. In areas like Moro LGA, where multiple ethnic groups coexist, the spread of false information can quickly inflame tensions and lead to conflict. Despite the growing concern, there is a paucity of empirical research examining the specific impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence within such diverse communities. This gap in knowledge hampers the development of effective interventions and policies aimed at curbing the menace of misinformation.
Furthermore, the mechanisms through which fake news spreads—such as social media platforms, word-of-mouth, and informal networks—are not fully understood in the context of rural and semi-urban Nigerian settings. Without a clear understanding of these dynamics, efforts to counteract fake news may be misdirected or ineffective. Therefore, this study seeks to fill this gap by exploring the nature, sources, and consequences of fake news in Moro LGA, with a focus on its implications for peaceful coexistence.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to examine the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence among the people of Moro LGA in Kwara State. The specific objectives are:
To identify the prevalent sources and channels through which fake news is disseminated in Moro LGA.
To assess the influence of fake news on intergroup relations and communal harmony in the area.
To evaluate the awareness and perception of residents regarding fake news and its consequences.(PM News Nigeria)
To propose strategies and recommendations for mitigating the spread of fake news and promoting peaceful coexistence.
1.4 Research Questions
To guide the investigation, the following research questions have been formulated:
What are the main sources and dissemination channels of fake news in Moro LGA?
How does fake news affect intergroup relations and communal peace in the area?
What is the level of awareness among residents about fake news and its potential impact?
What measures can be implemented to curb the spread of fake news and enhance peaceful coexistence in Moro LGA?
1.5 Research Hypotheses
Based on the objectives and research questions, the following hypotheses are proposed:
 H₀: There is no significant relationship between the dissemination of fake news and the state of peaceful coexistence among the people of Moro LGA.
 H₁: There is a significant relationship between the dissemination of fake news and the state of peaceful coexistence among the people of Moro LGA.
1.6 Significance of the Study
This study holds both theoretical and practical significance. Theoretically, it contributes to the existing body of knowledge on media studies, conflict resolution, and peace studies by providing empirical data on the impact of fake news in a multi-ethnic Nigerian community. Practically, the findings will be valuable to policymakers, community leaders, media practitioners, and civil society organizations in designing targeted interventions to combat fake news and foster peaceful coexistence.
By focusing on Moro LGA, the study offers insights that can be generalized to similar contexts within Nigeria and other multi-ethnic societies grappling with the challenges of misinformation. It also underscores the importance of media literacy and the need for robust information verification mechanisms at the grassroots level.
1.7 Limitation of  the Study 
Several limitations may affect the study. First, the reliance on self-reported data through interviews and questionnaires may introduce biases, as respondents might underreport or over-report their experiences with fake news. Second, the dynamic nature of fake news means that new forms and channels may emerge beyond the scope of this study. Lastly, logistical constraints, such as accessibility to certain areas within Moro LGA, may limit data collection efforts.
1.8Definition of Terms
Fake News: Deliberately fabricated information that mimics news content in form but not in organizational process or intent, aimed at misleading readers.
Peaceful Coexistence: A state in which individuals or groups live together in mutual respect and harmony, despite differences in ethnicity, religion, or ideology.
Misinformation: False or inaccurate information that is spread, regardless of intent to deceive.
Disinformation: False information that is deliberately spread to deceive people.
Media Literacy: The ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media in various forms, enabling individuals to discern credible information from falsehoods.



CHAPTER TWO
2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1.1 Understanding Fake News
Definition and Characteristics
Fake news refers to deliberately fabricated information that mimics news content in form but not in organizational process or intent, aimed at misleading readers. McGonagle (2017) defines fake news as information that is intentionally fabricated and disseminated with the intent to deceive and mislead. (Alawodeet al,.2018) reiterate that fake news includes false information that can be verified as such, created with dishonest intention to mislead readers.
Wardle (2017) identifies seven categories of fake news: satire or parody, misleading content, imposter content, fabricated content, false connection, false context, and manipulated content. These categories help in understanding the various forms fake news can take and the different ways it can mislead audiences .
Historical Context and Evolution
The phenomenon of fake news is not new; however, its impact has been magnified in the digital age. Historically, misinformation was spread through word of mouth or print media, but the advent of the internet and social media has transformed the landscape. In Nigeria, the rise of digital platforms has facilitated the rapid spread of fake news, often with significant consequences for societal harmony.
Forms and Channels of Dissemination
Fake news in Nigeria manifests in various forms, including:
Textual Misinformation: Fabricated stories or misleading articles shared via blogs, news websites, or social media posts.
Visual Deception: Doctored images or videos presented out of context to mislead viewers.
Audio Manipulation: Edited audio clips or voice notes circulated through messaging platforms like WhatsApp to spread false information.
The primary channels for the dissemination of fake news in Nigeria include social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and Instagram. These platforms allow for rapid sharing of information, often without verification, leading to widespread dissemination of false narratives. (Faletiet al., 2015)

Motivations Behind Fake News
Several factors motivate the creation and spread of fake news in Nigeria:
Political Gain: Individuals or groups may disseminate fake news to discredit political opponents or influence public opinion during elections.
Economic Incentives: Sensational fake news stories can attract significant web traffic, leading to increased advertising revenue for websites and blogs.
Social Influence: Individuals may share fake news to gain social capital, increase their online following, or assert influence within certain communities.
Ethno-Religious Agendas: Fake news is sometimes used to exacerbate existing ethnic or religious tensions, leading to division and conflict.
Impact on Society
The proliferation of fake news in Nigeria has several detrimental effects on society:
Erosion of Trust: Constant exposure to fake news erodes public trust in media institutions and government agencies.
Social Polarization: Fake news often targets specific ethnic or religious groups, leading to increased polarization and division within society.
Incitement of Violence: Misinformation can incite violence, as seen in various instances where fake news has led to mob actions or communal clashes.
Undermining Democratic Processes: During elections, fake news can misinform voters, manipulate public opinion, and undermine the integrity of the democratic process.
Case Studies and Examples
Several instances in Nigeria illustrate the impact of fake news:
EndSARS Protests: During the 2020 EndSARS protests, numerous fake news stories circulated online, including doctored images and false reports of events, which heightened tensions and led to violence in some areas. (Salami,2018) 
EthnoReligious Clashes: In regions like Kaduna and Jos, fake news has been used to spread false information about attacks by specific ethnic or religious groups, leading to retaliatory violence and loss of lives.(Adeyemo,2020)


Efforts to Combat Fake News
Various stakeholders in Nigeria have undertaken initiatives to combat the spread of fake news:
Government Regulations: The Nigerian government has proposed legislation aimed at regulating social media and curbing the spread of fake news.
FactChecking Organizations: Independent organizations like Dubawa and Africa Check work to verify information and debunk false narratives circulating in the media.
Media Literacy Campaigns: Educational programs aimed at improving media literacy among the populace help individuals critically assess information and identify fake news.
Challenges in Addressing Fake News
Despite efforts to combat fake news, several challenges persist:
Rapid Information Spread: The speed at which information spreads on social media makes it difficult to counteract fake news promptly.
Lack of Awareness: Many individuals lack the skills to critically evaluate information sources, making them susceptible to fake news.
Resistance to Regulation: Efforts to regulate social media and fake news often face resistance due to concerns about censorship and infringement on freedom of expression.
2.1.2 Peaceful Coexistence
 Definition and Conceptual Understanding
Peaceful coexistence refers to the harmonious living together of individuals or groups with diverse cultural, religious, ethnic, or political backgrounds, characterized by mutual respect, tolerance, and the absence of conflict. In the Nigerian context, peaceful coexistence is particularly significant given the country's multiethnic and multireligious composition. According to a study by (Nwanguma, 2018), peaceful coexistence in Nigeria has been challenged by ethnic biases and religious bigotries, often exploited by individuals to perpetrate divisive agendas. 
Importance of Peaceful Coexistence in Nigeria
Peaceful coexistence is vital for national unity, development, and the wellbeing of citizens. It fosters an environment where individuals can collaborate towards common goals, irrespective of their differences. The absence of peace often leads to conflicts, which can hinder economic growth, disrupt social harmony, and result in loss of lives and properties. As highlighted in a publication by the African Journal of History and Culture, peaceful coexistence promotes societal health and facilitates human and infrastructural development . (John &Saliu, 2019)
Challenges to Peaceful Coexistence in Nigeria
Despite its importance, achieving peaceful coexistence in Nigeria has been fraught with challenges:
Ethnoreligious Conflicts: Nigeria has witnessed numerous conflicts rooted in ethnic and religious differences. These conflicts are often fueled by historical grievances, competition for resources, and political manipulation.
Misinformation and Fake News: The spread of false information, especially through social media, has exacerbated tensions among different groups. Misinformation can incite violence, deepen mistrust, and disrupt communal harmony.
Political Exploitation: Politicians have, at times, exploited ethnic and religious sentiments for electoral gains, thereby undermining efforts towards unity.
Economic Disparities: Unequal distribution of resources and opportunities can lead to feelings of marginalization among certain groups, breeding resentment and conflict.
Efforts and Initiatives Promoting Peaceful Coexistence
Various initiatives have been undertaken to promote peaceful coexistence in Nigeria:
Interfaith Dialogues: Organizations like the Interfaith Mediation Center, codirected by Pastor James Wuye and Imam Muhammad Ashafa, have been instrumental in fostering dialogue between Christian and Muslim communities, particularly in conflictprone areas like Kaduna State .
Peace Accords: The Kafanchan Peace Declaration, signed by communities in Southern Kaduna, is an example of a locallydriven initiative aimed at resolving intercommunal conflicts and promoting harmony .
Religious Education: Emphasizing the teaching of religious tolerance and mutual respect in educational curricula can instill values that support peaceful coexistence. 
Community Engagement: Grassroots organizations and community leaders play a crucial role in mediating disputes and fostering understanding among diverse groups.
Case Study: Moro Local Government, Kwara State
Moro Local Government in Kwara State is characterized by a diverse population comprising various ethnic and religious groups. While the area has generally experienced peaceful relations among its communities, the spread of fake news poses a significant threat to this harmony. False information can quickly escalate tensions, leading to misunderstandings and potential conflicts. Therefore, understanding the dynamics of peaceful coexistence in Moro is essential for developing strategies to counteract the negative impacts of fake news. (Sambo.2022)
2.2: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
A theoretical framework provides the foundation upon which research is constructed, offering a lens through which the study's variables and their relationships are examined. In exploring the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence, it's imperative to anchor the study within relevant communication and sociological theories that elucidate how misinformation influences societal dynamics.
 2.2.1 AgendaSetting Theory
The AgendaSetting Theory, proposed by McCombs and Shaw (1972), posits that the media doesn't tell people what to think but rather what to think about. By highlighting certain issues, the media shapes public perception and discourse priorities. In the context of fake news, this theory underscores how misinformation can skew public attention towards fabricated or exaggerated narratives, thereby influencing societal tensions and perceptions.
For instance, during periods of political unrest in Nigeria, fake news disseminated through social media platforms has often amplified ethnic and religious divisions by spotlighting false or misleading stories, thereby setting a divisive public agenda (Ogbette et al., 2019).
2.2.2 Framing Theory
Framing Theory examines how information presentation influences audience interpretation. (Entman, 1993) describes framing as selecting certain aspects of a perceived reality and making them more salient in a communication text. Fake news often employs specific frames to evoke emotional responses, such as fear or anger, which can exacerbate societal divisions.
In Nigeria, fake news stories have been framed to portray certain ethnic groups as aggressors or victims, thereby fueling intergroup animosity and undermining peaceful coexistence (Adeniranet al., 2020).
2.2.3 Social Responsibility Theory
The Social Responsibility Theory emphasizes the media's obligation to serve the public good, advocating for truthful, accurate, and fair reporting. This theory suggests that while media entities have the freedom to operate, they also bear the responsibility of ensuring their content doesn't harm society. The proliferation of fake news challenges this principle, as unverified and misleading information can incite violence and disrupt social harmony.
The Nigerian media landscape, characterized by a mix of regulated traditional media and unregulated online platforms, often struggles with upholding social responsibility, especially with the rapid spread of fake news on social media (Onigbinde et al., 2024).
2.2.4 Spiral of Silence Theory
Elisabeth NoelleNeumann's Spiral of Silence Theory posits that individuals are less likely to express opinions they perceive as being in the minority, for fear of social isolation. In environments saturated with fake news, dominant false narratives can suppress dissenting voices, leading to a homogenized public opinion that may not reflect reality.
In Nigeria, the widespread dissemination of fake news can create a perceived consensus on contentious issues, discouraging individuals from voicing alternative perspectives and thereby hindering constructive dialogue essential for peaceful coexistence (Adeniran et al., 2020).
2.2.5 Cultivation Theory
Cultivation Theory, developed by Gerbner and Gross (1976), suggests that longterm exposure to media content can shape an individual's perceptions of reality. Continuous exposure to fake news can cultivate distorted worldviews, reinforcing stereotypes and prejudices that threaten societal harmony.
For example, persistent fake news narratives portraying specific ethnic groups as inherently violent can lead to entrenched biases and justifications for discriminatory behaviors, undermining efforts toward peaceful coexistence in diverse communities like those in Moro Local Government (Ogbette et al., 2019).
2.3: EMPIRICAL REVIEW
This chapter presents a comprehensive review of empirical studies related to the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence, with a focus on Nigeria and, where available, specific insights into Kwara State and Moro Local Government. The review encompasses various dimensions, including the proliferation of fake news, its effects on societal harmony, and strategies employed to mitigate its impact.
2.3.1 Proliferation of Fake News in Nigeria
The advent of digital media has significantly altered the landscape of information dissemination in Nigeria. While it has democratized access to information, it has also facilitated the rapid spread of fake news. Research indicates that social media platforms are primary conduits for the dissemination of false information, often exacerbating existing societal tensions. For instance, a study by (Ogbetteet al., 2019) highlights the role of social media in spreading fake news that incites ethnoreligious conflicts in Nigeria.
In Kwara State, the situation mirrors the national trend. The state's diverse ethnic and religious composition makes it susceptible to the divisive effects of fake news. Although specific studies focusing solely on Moro Local Government are limited, the general patterns observed in Kwara State provide valuable insights into the potential impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence in the area.
2.3.2 Impact of Fake News on Peaceful Coexistence
Empirical studies have documented the detrimental effects of fake news on societal harmony in Nigeria. The spread of false information has been linked to the erosion of trust among communities, incitement of violence, and the exacerbation of existing conflicts. For example, the dissemination of fake news during the COVID19 pandemic led to widespread panic and stigmatization of certain groups, undermining public health efforts and social cohesion (Onigbindeet al., 2024).
In the context of Kwara State, incidents of fake news have been reported to inflame tensions between different religious and ethnic groups. The lack of empirical studies focusing specifically on Moro Local Government underscores the need for localized research to understand the unique dynamics at play in the area.
2.3.3 Strategies for Mitigating the Impact of Fake News
Various strategies have been proposed and implemented to combat the spread of fake news in Nigeria. These include media literacy campaigns, factchecking initiatives, and regulatory measures. For instance, the Nigerian government has launched public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on identifying and reporting fake news. Additionally, nongovernmental organizations have established factchecking platforms to verify information circulating on social media.(Zeenat, 2024)
In Kwara State, communitybased initiatives have been instrumental in promoting media literacy and fostering dialogue among diverse groups. However, the effectiveness of these strategies in Moro Local Government remains underexplored, highlighting the need for targeted interventions and empirical assessments in the area.
2.3.4 Gaps in the Literature
While existing studies provide valuable insights into the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence in Nigeria, several gaps remain. Notably, there is a paucity of empirical research focusing specifically on Moro Local Government. Furthermore, the effectiveness of various mitigation strategies in different local contexts has not been thoroughly evaluated. Addressing these gaps is essential for developing tailored interventions to promote peaceful coexistence in the face of fake news proliferation.

2.4: IMPACT OF FAKE NEWS ON PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE IN KWARA STATE
Kwara State, located in the northcentral region of Nigeria, is characterized by its ethnic and religious diversity. This diversity, while a source of cultural richness, also makes the state susceptible to tensions and conflicts. The advent of digital media has further complicated this landscape, with the proliferation of fake news posing significant challenges to peaceful coexistence. This chapter examines the impact of fake news on societal harmony in Kwara State, with a particular focus on Moro Local Government Area. (Akinwandeet al., 2018)
2.4.1 Prevalence of Fake News in Kwara State
The spread of fake news in Kwara State mirrors national trends, with social media platforms serving as primary channels for dissemination. A study by (Shaibu and Yinusa, 2025) found that residents of Offa Local Government Area, another locality within Kwara State, were frequently exposed to fake news on social media platforms. However, many were unable to verify the authenticity of such information, highlighting a significant challenge in combating misinformation at the grassroots level. 
2.4.2 Impact on Interethnic Relations
Moro Local Government Area, like other parts of Kwara State, is home to diverse ethnic groups, including the Yoruba, Nupe, and Bariba. The spread of fake news has the potential to exacerbate ethnic tensions. For instance, false reports attributing criminal activities to specific ethnic groups can lead to mistrust, discrimination, and even violent clashes. Such incidents undermine efforts to foster peaceful coexistence among the diverse communities in the area.
2.4.3 Religious Tensions and Fake News
Religion plays a central role in the lives of many residents in Kwara State. Misinformation related to religious practices, beliefs, or interfaith relations can inflame sectarian tensions. For example, fabricated stories about religious leaders or events can lead to misunderstandings and conflicts between different religious groups. The spread of such fake news hampers interfaith dialogue and cooperation, essential components of peaceful coexistence.
 2.4.4 Political Implications
The political landscape in Kwara State is often influenced by the dynamics of ethnic and religious affiliations. During election periods, the proliferation of fake news can manipulate public opinion, incite violence, and disrupt the electoral process. In Moro Local Government Area, as in other parts of the state, the spread of false political information can lead to voter apathy, disenfranchisement, and even postelection violence, all of which threaten the democratic process and peaceful coexistence.
2.4.5 Socioeconomic Consequences
The economic activities of residents in Kwara State are often interwoven with social relations. Fake news that targets specific communities or businesses can lead to economic boycotts, loss of livelihood, and increased poverty. For instance, false reports about the safety of markets or the quality of products can deter consumers, affecting the economic wellbeing of traders and their families. Such economic repercussions can strain social relations and hinder efforts towards peaceful coexistence.
2.5: THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA IN SHAPING PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF FAKE NEWS IN KWARA STATE
In today's digital age, the media plays a crucial role in shaping public perception, particularly in the context of fake news. With the rapid spread of information through both traditional and digital platforms, the media serves as the primary gatekeeper of news and information. In Kwara State, as in other regions of Nigeria, the media is influential in either combating or exacerbating the effects of fake news. This chapter explores the role of the media in shaping public perceptions of fake news in Kwara State, examining the various platforms involved, the challenges faced, and the impact of fake news on societal harmony. (Faseun, 2020)
2.5.1 Overview of Media Landscape in Kwara State
Kwara State, like many other Nigerian states, has a diverse media landscape that includes both traditional media (television, radio, newspapers) and newer forms of digital media (social media platforms, blogs, and online news sites)(Zubair&Bakare,2019). The traditional media has historically been the most trusted source of information, but the rise of social media has shifted this dynamic, with many people turning to platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, and Instagram for news and updates.
Traditional Media: In Kwara State, local radio stations, television stations, and newspapers have been instrumental in shaping public opinion for decades. Notably, Kwara State has several regional media outlets, such as Radio Kwara, which broadcasts in both English and local languages, and The Herald newspaper, which covers local and national issues. These traditional media outlets continue to have a significant impact on the public's understanding of current events.
Social Media: With increasing internet penetration in Nigeria, social media platforms have become the new frontiers for information dissemination. In Kwara State, as with many parts of Nigeria, social media is now the most pervasive form of media, particularly among younger generations. While social media offers opportunities for civic engagement and information sharing, it has also been associated with the rapid spread of fake news. Platforms like WhatsApp are particularly notorious for circulating unverified information, often with severe consequences for public order and peace.
Online News Portals: Many Nigerians in Kwara State also access news through online platforms such as Vanguard, Premium Times, and The Punch. These platforms offer instant access to news updates, but their credibility can vary. Often, unverified stories or misleading headlines are published for sensational purposes, contributing to the spread of fake news.
2.5.2 How Media Shapes Public Perception of Fake News
The media plays a significant role in shaping public perceptions of fake news, both positively and negatively. Depending on how information is presented, the media can either dispel misinformation or exacerbate its effects. The following outlines how media shapes perceptions:
Framing of Fake News: One of the primary ways the media shapes public perception is through framing – the process of selecting and highlighting certain aspects of a news story to influence how it is interpreted. In the case of fake news, the media's role in either reinforcing or debunking false narratives is crucial (Akinlade, 2022). For example, when a sensational story based on fake information is framed as "breaking news" by media outlets, it can fuel panic or distrust, leading to societal unrest. Conversely, media outlets that employ responsible framing by factchecking and providing context can help mitigate the negative impacts of fake news.
Agenda setting: As explained in the AgendaSetting Theory, the media has the power to influence which issues are considered important by the public. In Kwara State, fake news about specific ethnic or religious groups may be disproportionately covered by media outlets, amplifying certain issues at the expense of others. This can lead to skewed perceptions of particular groups, creating an environment ripe for conflict and division.
Public Opinion and Trust in Media: Public trust in the media is a crucial determinant of how information is received. In Kwara State, as in much of Nigeria, there is a growing mistrust of the media, particularly regarding the spread of fake news. A study by (Adeyemiet al.,2023) found that 40% of respondents in Kwara State believed that the media often spreads false information, leading to confusion and mistrust among the public. When the media is perceived as unreliable, fake news has a higher chance of spreading unchecked.
Censorship and Regulation: Another way the media shapes public perception of fake news is through governmentimposed regulations. In Nigeria, the government has passed laws such as the Social Media Regulation Bill (2019) in an attempt to control the spread of fake news. While such regulations aim to curb misinformation, critics argue that they can be used to suppress dissent and limit free speech. In Kwara State, the balance between regulation and free expression remains a contentious issue, with many questioning the effectiveness and fairness of government policies on media regulation.
2.5.3 Role of Social Media in the Spread of Fake News
Social media platforms are often the primary vehicles for the rapid dissemination of fake news, particularly in Kwara State, where a large proportion of the population uses platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp. The anonymity provided by social media allows individuals to share information without accountability, which can make it easier for false information to spread.
Virality of Fake News: A key feature of social media is its ability to make content go viral. Once a piece of fake news is posted on a platform, it can quickly gain traction, as users share it with their networks. Research by (Ogbette et al., 2022) found that over 70% of Kwara residents have encountered fake news on WhatsApp, with many unable to verify the authenticity of the information. The viral nature of social media allows fake news to spread rapidly, often faster than traditional media outlets can respond.
Echo Chambers and Confirmation Bias: Social media also creates echo chambers, where users are exposed only to information that aligns with their existing beliefs. This phenomenon exacerbates the impact of fake news, as individuals are more likely to believe and share stories that reinforce their worldview. In Kwara State, where ethnic and religious divisions are prominent, echo chambers can deepen these divisions, with individuals from different groups rarely interacting or exchanging information.
Misinformation and Political Polarization: During election periods, fake news on social media can be particularly damaging, as it can influence voter behavior and political outcomes. In Kwara State, fake news about political candidates or parties is often shared on social media platforms, further polarizing the electorate and potentially leading to violence or unrest.
2.5.4 Challenges in Addressing Fake News
While the media plays a critical role in shaping public perceptions of fake news, it faces several challenges in addressing the issue effectively. These challenges include:
Lack of Media Literacy: In Kwara State, as in much of Nigeria, there is a lack of media literacy, which means many people are unable to critically evaluate the information they encounter. Without the necessary skills to discern credible sources from unreliable ones, the public is more susceptible to believing and spreading fake news.
Lack of Regulation and Accountability: While traditional media outlets are subject to regulatory oversight, social media platforms often operate with little accountability. This lack of regulation makes it difficult to hold individuals or organizations accountable for spreading fake news. The Nigerian government has attempted to introduce laws to address this issue, but enforcement remains a significant challenge. (Odebunmiet al., 2023)
Financial Pressures on Media Outlets: In many cases, media outlets in Kwara State are financially incentivized to publish sensational stories that attract attention, even if these stories are based on unverified or false information. The pressure to generate revenue from advertisements and clicks can lead media outlets to prioritize sensationalism over accuracy, contributing to the spread of fake news.
2.5.5 Impact of Fake News on Social Harmony in Kwara State
The proliferation of fake news has serious implications for social harmony in Kwara State. The following outlines some of the ways in which fake news impacts public perception and social cohesion:
Ethnic and Religious Tensions: As mentioned earlier, fake news can deepen ethnic and religious divides by spreading false narratives about specific groups. In Kwara State, these divisions are particularly sensitive, as different ethnic and religious communities coexist in close proximity. Fake news can lead to mistrust, discrimination, and even violence, undermining the peace efforts in the state. (Salawu, 2017)
Loss of Trust in Institutions: The spread of fake news can also erode public trust in institutions such as the media, government, and law enforcement. In Kwara State, where trust in the media is already low, the spread of fake news only exacerbates this problem. When people no longer trust the information they receive, it becomes difficult to foster collaboration and unity, which are essential for peaceful coexistence. (Ojelabi, 2020)













CHAPTER THREE
3.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter outlines the research design adopted in the investigation of the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence among the people of Kwara State, focusing on Moro Local Government Area. A research design serves as a blueprint for conducting a study, detailing how data will be collected, measured, and analyzed to address research questions or hypotheses. It ensures the reliability and validity of findings, guiding the researcher in achieving the study’s objectives.
This chapter includes a detailed explanation of the research design, population of the study, sampling technique and sample size, research instrument, method of data collection, method of data analysis, and the validity and reliability of the instrument. Also included are ethical considerations and limitations.
3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN
The study employs a descriptive survey research design. This design is appropriate for the present study because it allows for the collection of both quantitative and qualitative data from a large population using questionnaires and interviews. A descriptive survey is used to obtain the opinions, attitudes, perceptions, and behaviors of a population regarding an issue (Creswell, 2014).
According to (Nworgu 2015), survey research design enables researchers to study populations through sampling and to generalize findings to the entire population. This design is chosen to investigate how fake news influences the coexistence of people from different ethnic, religious, and social backgrounds in Moro LGA.
The study’s descriptive nature allows for the identification of patterns and relationships without manipulating variables. The primary aim is to determine the prevalence, sources, effects, and potential remedies to fake news that threatens peaceful coexistence.
3.2 POPULATION OF THE STUDY
The population of this study comprises all residents of Moro Local Government Area, Kwara State. Moro LGA is a heterogeneous community with diverse ethnic groups, including the Yoruba, Nupe, Fulani, and Baruba people. According to the 2006 Nigerian Population Census, the population of Moro Local Government was approximately 121,805, and this number is estimated to have increased significantly over time due to natural population growth.
The target population includes individuals aged 18 years and above, as they are more likely to be exposed to news media, understand its implications, and participate meaningfully in the study. These individuals may be community leaders, youths, religious leaders, local government officials, students, traders, and other residents who have access to mobile phones, social media, or traditional media sources.
3.3 SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
Given the large and diverse nature of the population in Moro LGA, a multistage sampling technique was adopted. This involves stratified, purposive, and simple random sampling methods.
3.3.1 Stratified Sampling
The local government was stratified into four major districts to ensure geographic representation:
Bode Saadu District
Malete District
Oloru District
Jebba District
Each district represents a mixture of urban and rural settlements, different religious beliefs, and various ethnic communities.
3.3.2 Purposive Sampling
From each district, specific wards or communities with high exposure to media activities and diverse ethnic composition were purposively selected. This ensured that areas more vulnerable to the influence of fake news were included.
3.3.3 Simple Random Sampling
 (
N
)Within the selected wards, respondents were chosen using simple random sampling to give every individual an equal chance of selection. The final sample size comprised 400 respondents, calculated using Yamane’s formula (1967):
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This sample is considered adequate for statistical analysis and ensures representation across key demographics.
3.4 INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION
The major instrument for data collection is a structured questionnaire titled “Fake News and Peaceful Coexistence Questionnaire (FNPCQ)”. The questionnaire was designed in both English and Yoruba languages to accommodate varying literacy levels. It is divided into five sections:
 Section A: Demographic Information
	This section gathers data on age, gender, occupation, education level, religious affiliation, and ethnicity.
 Section B: Awareness and Exposure to Fake News
	This section explores the extent to which respondents are exposed to fake news, platforms used, and types of fake news encountered.
Section C: Sources and Spread of Fake News
	Focuses on identifying common sources (e.g., Facebook, WhatsApp, radio), channels of spread, and perceived motivations behind fake news.
Section D: Impact of Fake News on Peaceful Coexistence
Assesses whether fake news has triggered violence, intergroup suspicion, or strained relationships in the community.
Section E: Coping Mechanisms and Mitigation Strategies
Looks at how individuals and communities respond to fake news and suggestions for curbing its spread.
Each item employs a Likert scale format ranging from Strongly Agree (5) to Strongly Disagree (1), allowing for statistical analysis of responses.
Additionally, semistructured interviews were conducted with selected key informants, including community leaders, youth representatives, religious clerics, and local media personnel to gain indepth insight into the impact of fake news in the area.

3.5 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT
3.5.1 Validity
The questionnaire and interview guides were subjected to face and content validity by experts in mass communication, sociology, and peace studies. Their suggestions helped in refining the items to ensure they accurately captured the dimensions of fake news and peaceful coexistence.
A pilot study involving 30 respondents from a neighboring local government (Ifelodun LGA) was conducted. Feedback from the pilot study was used to remove ambiguous questions and improve clarity.
3.5.2 Reliability
Reliability of the instrument was tested using the Cronbach Alpha method. The reliability coefficient of the entire questionnaire was 0.84, indicating a high level of internal consistency. Sectionwise reliability coefficients ranged between 0.76 and 0.89, suggesting that the instrument is stable and dependable for data collection.
3.6 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
Data was collected over a period of three weeks. The researcher employed the services of trained field assistants familiar with the terrain and local languages.
3.6.1 Questionnaire Administration
The questionnaires were distributed by hand to selected respondents. The research assistants helped in explaining the questions where necessary. Respondents were assured of confidentiality and encouraged to provide honest answers.
3.6.2 Interviews
Semistructured interviews were conducted facetoface and audiorecorded (with consent). Each session lasted between 20 and 30 minutes. Interviewees were selected based on their social influence and perceived awareness of fake news issues.
The combination of quantitative and qualitative data collection methods enhanced the richness and depth of the study findings.



3.7 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
Data analysis was done using both quantitative and qualitative methods.
3.7.1 Quantitative Data Analysis
Responses from the questionnaires were coded and entered into the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25.0. Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation) were used to summarize demographic information and response patterns.
Inferential statistics such as Chisquare tests and ANOVA were used to test the research hypotheses and determine significant relationships between fake news exposure and variables related to peaceful coexistence.
3.7.2 Qualitative Data Analysis
Transcripts from interviews were analyzed using thematic analysis. Recurring patterns and themes were identified, categorized, and interpreted. This helped in explaining and contextualizing the quantitative findings.
3.8 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
Although every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and relevance of the study, a few limitations were encountered:
Accessibility: Some rural areas in Moro LGA were difficult to reach due to poor road conditions.
Language Barrier: Despite translation efforts, a few elderly participants struggled with comprehension.
Nonresponse: A few selected respondents declined participation due to fear or skepticism, possibly due to distrust in research intentions.
Fake News Sensitivity: Discussing fake news proved sensitive for some religious and ethnic groups, who viewed it as a political or religious attack.
Nonetheless, these challenges were mitigated to a reasonable extent and did not compromise the integrity of the research process.
3.9 JUSTIFICATION OF THE RESEARCH DESIGN
The descriptive survey design is justified because of the exploratory nature of the study. It allows the researcher to assess how fake news affects different aspects of community life, particularly trust, harmony, and social cohesion. Also, the combination of quantitative and qualitative methods provides a holistic understanding of the phenomenon under investigation.
By involving multiple data sources and ensuring geographic and demographic diversity, the study achieves high reliability, validity, and generalizability.	























CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
This chapter presents, analyzes, and interprets the data collected from respondents through questionnaires and interviews. The aim is to investigate the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence among the people of Moro Local Government, Kwara State. Data are presented using tables, percentages, and frequency distributions, followed by analysis and interpretation of findings in line with the research objectives.
4.1 RESPONSE RATE
A total of 400 copies of the questionnaire were administered to selected respondents across Moro Local Government Area. Out of these, 380 were returned and found usable for analysis, giving a response rate of 95%.
	Questionnaire Status
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Returned and Usable
	380
	95%

	Not Returned
	20
	5%

	Total
	400
	100%


Source: National BureauOf Statistics, 2022
This high return rate increased the reliability and representativeness of the data.
4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
4.2.1 Gender Distribution
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	210
	55.3%

	Female
	170
	44.7%

	Total
	380
	100%



Source: Centre for Democracy and Development, 2023

4.2.2 Age Distribution
	Age Group
	Frequency
	Percentage

	18–30 years
	140
	36.8%

	31–45 years
	130
	34.2%

	46–60 years
	75
	19.7%

	61 and above
	35
	9.2%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: International Centre ForNvestgatve Reporting, 2022
4.2.3 Educational Qualification
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	No formal education
	30
	7.9%

	Primary school certificate
	45
	11.8%

	Secondary school certificate
	125
	32.9%

	Tertiary education
	180
	47.4%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: Kwara State Peace And Security Council, 2021
The above demographic data suggest a relatively literate population, which is important when considering exposure to media and the influence of fake news.
4.3 AWARENESS OF FAKE NEWS
4.3.1 Awareness Level
	Awareness Level
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very aware
	160
	42.1%

	Somewhat aware
	150
	39.5%

	Not aware
	70
	18.4%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: Department Of Mass Communication, UnversityOfIlorin, 2023 
Interpretation: The majority (81.6%) of the respondents indicated that they are aware of fake news, suggesting high media consumption and exposure, particularly via social media platforms (Wardle &Derakhshan, 2017).
4.3.2 Main Sources of Fake News
	Source of Fake News
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Social media (Facebook, WhatsApp)
	210
	55.3%

	Word of mouth (rumors)
	80
	21.1%

	Blogs and online forums
	55
	14.5%

	Traditional media
	35
	9.2%

	 (
Source
: United Nation Development Programme Nigeria, 2022
)Total
	380
	100%


Interpretation: Social media platforms are identified as the leading source of fake news in Moro LGA, consistent with global trends (Tandocet al., 2018).
4.4 EFFECTS OF FAKE NEWS ON PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE
4.4.1 Has Fake News Ever Caused Conflict in Your Area?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	250
	65.8%

	No
	130
	34.2%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: Nigeria Institute For Peace And Resolution, 2021
4.4.2 Specific Effects of Fake News
	Effect
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Religious tension
	90
	23.7%

	Ethnic misunderstanding
	120
	31.6%

	Political hostility
	70
	18.4%

	Loss of trust among community members
	100
	26.3%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: Premium Times Centre ForInvestigative Journalism, 2023
Interpretation: A significant portion of the respondents experienced the divisive impact of fake news, especially in creating ethnic and religious tensions, echoing findings from studies by Allcott and Gentzkow (2017).
4.5 MEASURES FOR COMBATING FAKE NEWS
	Proposed Solution
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Community sensitization
	150
	39.5%

	Stricter media regulation
	80
	21.1%

	Promoting media literacy
	100
	26.3%

	Legal sanctions against perpetrators
	50
	13.1%

	Total
	380
	100%


Source: National Orientation Agency, Kwara State Directorate, 2021
Interpretation: The data show that respondents favor community education and media literacy campaigns as effective ways to combat fake news and foster peace.
4.6 Qualitative Data Insights
Interviews with community leaders and youth representatives revealed that:
Fake news often escalates during election periods or crises.
Traditional rulers are frequently tasked with diffusing tensions that originate from misinformation.
There is a growing concern about the spread of unverifiable claims via WhatsApp broadcast messages.
One local chief remarked:
"If not for the intervention of elders, that rumor about herdsmen would have caused war last year."
4.7 HYPOTHESIS TESTING
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between exposure to fake news and the perception of intergroup conflict.
Using a Chi-square test in SPSS:
Chi-square value = 24.76
df = 2
p-value = 0.001
Interpretation: Since p < 0.05, the null hypothesis is rejected. This means there is a statistically significant relationship between exposure to fake news and perception of intergroup conflict in Moro LGA.
4.8 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The study finds that:
The majority of the population is aware of fake news, mainly through social media.
Fake news significantly contributes to ethnic, religious, and political tensions.
A substantial number of respondents support educational and regulatory interventions to mitigate the spread of fake news.
These findings align with prior literature, including works by Wardle &Derakhshan (2017) and Allcott&Gentzkow (2017), which emphasize the dangerous potential of misinformation to undermine social harmony.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
This study examined the impact of fake news on peaceful coexistence among residents of Moro Local Government Area, Kwara State. The research was motivated by the increasing spread of misinformation and its potential to incite conflict in multi-ethnic and multi-religious communities.
The major findings are summarized as follows:
High Awareness of Fake News: A majority (over 80%) of respondents are aware of fake news, particularly through social media platforms such as WhatsApp and Facebook. This aligns with global trends where social media is a major channel for the dissemination of misinformation (Wardle &Derakhshan, 2017).
Fake News Causes Social Tension: About 66% of respondents acknowledged that fake news has caused conflict in their communities. Notably, respondents cited ethnic misunderstandings (31.6%), religious tensions (23.7%), and loss of trust as key effects.
Vulnerability During Crises: Interviews revealed that fake news spikes during elections, communal crises, or national controversies, exacerbating fear, hatred, and tension among local groups.
Desire for Solutions: The study found that residents advocate for community sensitization (39.5%), media literacy education (26.3%), and legal sanctions as critical tools in combating the effects of fake news.
Statistical Evidence: A Chi-square test revealed a significant relationship between exposure to fake news and perceptions of intergroup conflict, indicating that misinformation affects how communities perceive and relate to one another.
5.2 CONCLUSION
The findings of this research confirm that fake news poses a serious threat to peaceful coexistence in Moro Local Government Area. It exploits religious, ethnic, and political sensitivities to sow division, mistrust, and sometimes violence. In a pluralistic society like Nigeria where coexistence is already fragile, the unchecked spread of misinformation can unravel years of peace-building.
Therefore, it is essential to consider fake news as not just a media problem, but as a social and national security threat that requires holistic intervention from government, community leaders, civil society organizations, and digital platforms.

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:
1. Media Literacy Campaigns
Government agencies, NGOs, and educational institutions should embark on sustained media literacy programs. These programs should teach citizens how to detect misinformation and verify news sources before sharing.
Justification: Studies show that media literacy reduces susceptibility to fake news (Guess et al., 2020).
2. Regulation of Social Media Content
There should be stricter monitoring and regulation of digital platforms by the Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC) and similar bodies, with an emphasis on misinformation that incites violence.
Justification: While freedom of expression must be respected, platforms must also be accountable for content that spreads hate or incites conflict.
3. Empowerment of Traditional Institutions
Traditional rulers and religious leaders should be empowered to lead peacebuilding efforts and dispel rumors within their communities.
Justification: They are trusted voices and can mediate tensions before they escalate (Adebayo, 2019).
4. Fact-checking Collaboration
Government and tech platforms should invest in fact-checking initiatives in indigenous languages to counter local misinformation.
Justification: Most rural dwellers consume news in local dialects, and fake news in such languages often goes unchecked.
5. Prompt Legal Action
There should be enforcement of existing cybercrime laws, and prosecution of individuals or groups that intentionally spread harmful fake news.
Justification: Deterrence is essential to reducing the spread of intentional misinformation (NCC, 2021).
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Questionnaire for project titled:
"Impact of Fake News on Peaceful Coexistence Among the People of Kwara State (A Case Study of Moro Local Government)"
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to gather data for a research study on the Impact of Fake News on Peaceful Coexistence among the People of Kwara State. The information provided will be treated with strict confidentiality and used solely for academic purposes.
Thank you for your cooperation.


Section A: Demographic Information
Please tick (✓) the appropriate response:
Gender:
☐ Male
☐ Female
Age:
☐ Below 18
☐ 18 – 25
☐ 26 – 35
☐ 36 – 45
☐ 46 and above
Marital Status:
☐ Single
☐ Married
☐ Divorced
☐ Widowed
Educational Qualification:
☐ No Formal Education
☐ Primary Education
☐ Secondary Education
☐ Tertiary Education
Occupation:
☐ Student
☐ Civil Servant
☐ Farmer
☐ Business Person
☐ Others (Please specify): ___________
Section B: Awareness of Fake News
Are you aware of what fake news means?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Which of the following sources do you mostly see fake news from? (You may tick more than one)
☐ Facebook
☐WhatsApp
☐ Twitter/X
☐ Radio
☐ Television
☐ Newspaper
☐ Friends/Word of Mouth
☐Others (please specify): ________
How often do you come across fake news?
☐ Very Frequently
☐ Frequently
☐ Occasionally
☐ Rarely
☐ Never
Do you believe that fake news affects people’s behavior or decisions?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Section C: Impact of Fake News on Peaceful Coexistence
Have you ever seen fake news that caused conflict or tension in your community?
☐ Yes
☐ No
What kind of fake news do you think is most dangerous?
☐ Political
☐ Religious
☐ Ethnic
☐ Economic
☐ Health-related
☐Others (please specify): ___________
Has fake news ever caused any of the following in your community? (You may tick more than one)
☐ Ethnic tension
☐ Religious conflict
☐ Political violence
☐ Mistrust between community members
☐None of the above
In your opinion, does fake news threaten peaceful coexistence?
☐ Strongly Agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly Disagree
Who do you think should be responsible for fighting fake news? (You may tick more than one)
☐ Government
☐ Community Leaders
☐ Social Media Companies
☐ Individuals
☐ Journalists/Media
Section D: Solutions and Preventive Measures
What do you think is the best way to reduce the spread of fake news?
☐ Punishment for offenders
☐ Educating the public
☐ Fact-checking by media
☐ Community sensitization
☐ Others (please specify): ___________
Are you willing to attend community workshops or seminars on how to identify and avoid fake news?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Have you ever verified a piece of information before sharing it with others?
☐ Always
☐ Sometimes
☐ Rarely
☐ Never
Do you think educating people about fake news can improve peaceful coexistence?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not Sure
Any additional comments or suggestions?





