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ABSTRACT
	This study investigates the role of radio in the fight against road accidents among tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis, Nigeria. With the increasing reliance on tricycles as a means of commercial transport, the rate of road accidents involving these operators has become a growing concern. The research aims to determine how radio as an accessible and influential medium contributes to promoting road safety awareness and influencing safer driving behavior among tricycle riders. The study adopts a survey research method, using structured questionnaires distributed to 200 randomly selected tricycle riders across Ilorin East, West, and South Local Government Areas. Findings reveal a high level of radio listenership among riders, with many exposed to road safety programs. These programs were found to positively influence the riders’ behavior, encouraging practices such as helmet use, adherence to traffic rules, and avoidance of reckless driving. However, challenges such as irregular airing of safety programs and language barriers were identified. The study concludes that radio plays a vital role in road safety advocacy and recommends increased use of indigenous languages, consistent programming, and partnerships with tricycle unions to enhance message effectiveness.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
	 Road accidents have become a major concern globally, Nigeria have being one of the country with the highest rates of road accidents. The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that Nigeria has one of the highest road traffic fatality rates in the world, with approximately 5,400 deaths occurring annually. Tricycle riders, also known as "Keke Marwa" or "Keke Napep," are a common mode of transportation in Ilorin metropolis, but they are also prone to road accidents due to their vulnerability on the roads.
	Road accidents have become a significant public health and safety concern worldwide, and Nigeria is no exception. Ilorin Metropolis, like many urban centers, experiences a high incidence of road accidents, particularly involving tricycles (commonly known as "Keke Napep"). These accidents result in fatalities, injuries, property damage, and significant economic losses for individuals, families, and the community.
	Tricycles play a crucial role in transportation within Ilorin Metropolis, serving as a vital mode of transportation for both passengers and goods. However, their increasing popularity has also led to a rise in road accidents. Factors such as reckless driving, overloading, poor road infrastructure, and inadequate driver training contribute to this alarming trend.
	Effective road safety measures are urgently needed to mitigate the impact of these accidents. While various interventions exist, leveraging the power of communication channels like radio holds immense potential in raising awareness, educating riders, and promoting safe driving behaviors among tricycle operators.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Despite various efforts to improve road safety, road accidents involving tricycles in Ilorin Metropolis remain a persistent challenge. This study aims to investigate the following key issues:
1 What are the primary causes of road accidents involving tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis? Identifying the root causes is crucial for developing targeted interventions. 
2 To what extent do tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis access and understand road safety information? Assessing their current knowledge base and information-seeking behaviors is essential for designing effective communication strategies.
3 What is the perceived effectiveness of radio as a medium for disseminating road safety messages to tricycle riders? Evaluating the effectiveness of radio in reaching and influencing this target audience is critical for informed decision-making.
4 What are the challenges and opportunities of using radio to improve road safety among tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis? Understanding the limitations and potential of radio as a communication tool will guide the development of more effective and sustainable interventions.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This study aims to:
 1. Determine the major causes of road accidents involving tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis.
 2. Assess the level of awareness and understanding of road safety rules among tricycle riders.
 3. Investigate the effectiveness of radio programs in disseminating road safety information to tricycle riders.
 4. Identify the challenges and opportunities of using radio to enhance road safety among tricycle riders.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
 1. What are the most common causes of road accidents involving tricycle riders in Ilorin Metropolis?
 2. How effectively do radio programs communicate road safety messages to tricycle riders?
 3. What are the preferred formats of radio programs for disseminating road safety information to tricycle riders?
 4. What are the challenges in using radio to reach tricycle riders with road safety messages?

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This research holds significant value for:
Policymakers: The findings will provide valuable insights for developing effective road safety policies and interventions specifically targeted at tricycle riders.
Road safety agencies: The study will offer guidance on improving their communication strategies and outreach programs to better reach and engage tricycle riders.
Tricycle riders: The research will enhance their awareness of road safety rules and regulations, potentially leading to safer driving practices.
The general public: The study will raise awareness about road safety issues and promote responsible road use among all road users.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study will be conducted within Ilorin Metropolis and will focus on the role of radio in improving road safety among tricycle riders. The research will investigate the perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors of tricycle riders regarding road safety and the effectiveness of radio as a communication channel for disseminating relevant information.
1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Road accident: Any incident involving a road vehicle that results in injury or death to people, damage to property, or disruption to traffic flow.
Tricycle rider: An individual who operates a three-wheeled motorized vehicle for passenger or goods transportation.
Road safety: The state of being safe from road accidents.
Radio: A wireless method of communication using radio waves to transmit information.Ilorin Metropolis: The urban area encompassing the city of Ilorin and its surrounding areas.

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 INTRODUCTION
This chapter reviews the existing literature on the role of radio in promoting road safety awareness among tricycle riders. It examines the theoretical frameworks that underpin the study, reviews the empirical literature on the topic, and identifies the gaps in the literature.
2.1 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW:
      Radio is the technology of communicating using radio waves. Radio waves are electromagnetic waves of frequency between 3 hertz (Hz) and 300 gigahertz (GHz). They are generated by an electronic device called a transmitter connected to an antenna which radiates oscillating electrical energy, often characterized as a wave. They can be received by other antennas connected to a radio receiver; this is the fundamental principle of radio communication. In addition to communication, radio is used for radar, radio navigation, remote control, remote sensing, and other applications.
In radio communication, used in radio and television broadcasting, cell phones, two-way radios, wireless networking, and satellite communication, among numerous other uses, radio waves are used to carry information across space from a transmitter to a receiver, by modulating the radio signal (impressing an information signal on the radio wave by varying some aspect of the wave) in the transmitter. In radar, used to locate and track objects like aircraft, ships, spacecraft and missiles, a beam of radio waves emitted by a radar transmitter reflects off the target object, and the reflected waves reveal the object's location to a receiver that is typically colocated with the transmitter. In radio navigation systems such as GPS and VOR, a mobile navigation instrument receives radio signals from multiple navigational radio beacons whose position is known, and by precisely measuring the arrival time of the radio waves the receiver can calculate its position on Earth. In wireless radio remote control devices like drones, garage door openers, and keyless entry systems, radio signals transmitted from a controller device control the actions of a remote device.  
The existence of radio waves was first proven by German physicist Heinrich Hertz on 11 November 1886. In the mid-1890s, building on techniques physicists were using to study electromagnetic waves, Italian physicist Guglielmo Marconi developed the first apparatus for long-distance radio communication, sending a wireless Morse Code message to a recipient over a kilometer away in 1895, and the first transatlantic signal on 12 December 1901. The first commercial radio broadcast was transmitted on 2 November 1920, when the live returns of the Harding- Cox presidential election were broadcast by Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company in Pittsburgh, under the call sign KDKA.
 The emission of radio waves is regulated by law, coordinated by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), which allocates frequency bands in the radio spectrum for various uses.
Electromagnetic waves were predicted by James Clerk Maxwell in his 1873 theory of electromagnetism, now called Maxwell's equations, who proposed that a coupled oscillating electric field and magnetic field could travel through space as a wave, and proposed that light consisted of electromagnetic waves of short wavelength. On 11 November 1886, German physicist Heinrich Hertz, attempting to confirm Maxwell's theory, first observed radio waves he generated using a primitive spark-gap transmitter. Experiments by Hertz and physicists Jagadish Chandra Bose, Oliver Lodge, Lord Rayleigh, and Augusto Righi, among others, showed that radio waves like light demonstrated reflection, refraction, diffraction, polarization, standing waves, and traveled at the same speed as light, confirming that both light and radio waves were electromagnetic waves, differing only in frequency. In 1895, Guglielmo Marconi developed the first radio communication system, using a spark-gap transmitter to send Morse code over long distances. By December 1901, he had transmitted across the Atlantic Ocean. Marconi and Karl Ferdinand Braun shared the 1909 Nobel Prize in Physics "for their contributions to the development of wireless telegraphy".
2. 1.1CONCEPT AND EVOLUTION OF TRICYCLE:
Tricycle is an effective means of public transport in many urban areas with many advantages attached to it, and this includes its ability to maneuver routes such as the GRA where conventional taxis and buses are hard to come-by. Secondly such public transport is cheap and very comfortable for couples that are on site-seeing, it also better than the motorcycle in terms of safety and the number of passengers carried per trip.  
The Tri-cycle is propelled by an electric or internal combustion Engine, it is a motorized three-wheeled vehicle for transporting one or three riders, the Tri-cycle as a mode of transportation was first observed and introduced by the Federal Government as a means of public urban transportation in the Federal Capital Territory in 2002, it was then known as "KekeNapep". There after this mode of transportation spread to other parts of southern & southern Nigeria like Ibadan, Ilorin, Oshogbo, Zaria and Ilorin. Nonetheless, since the introduction of Tri-cycle as a mode of transport by the Nigeria federal government in 2002 in Abuja otherwise known as "KekeNapep" commendable efforts have been made by various scholars and professionals to study Tri-cycle operation in some urban areas in Nigeria. One of such study is a research work conducted by Nkechi(2002) Titled, Nigeria KekeNapep- How Safe?  
The study titled, Nigeria Kekenapep-How Save? Revealed in 2002, the Government in trying to ease transportation hassle for the populace introduced a commercial Tri-cycle popularly known as "KekeNapep". It become a cheap and alternative mode of transport, couple with ban on motorcycles in FCT, this scheme was launched by the federal government of Nigeria on 6th November 2002.  
Today Tri-cycle particularly in Ilorin have become a household name and are playing a pivotal role in the transportation of Nigerians in many major cities of the country. After seven years of the introduction of the KekeNapep scheme, it has become important to pause and look back and recount the usefulness and relevance of the scheme, is it still a blessing or is it fast turning into a curse?  
In Abuja, KekeNapep has eased transportation problem, all though it does not ply all FCT routes. But sadly, in recent time's KekeNapep have been involved in many accidents that leave in its wake several victims, most of the victims, are left with various degrees of injuries ranging from open wound to fracture, and other road users with damage cars.
Furthermore it is believed that KekeNapep is a good and wise venture by the Government but that the drivers are turning it into a Nightmare. This is because most of the drivers are incompetent and reckless, since most drivers of Tri-cycle do not settle down and master how to operate it, instead they will just jump out of nowhere without good orientation and put the lives of people in danger.  
KekeNapep, is inappropriately proportioned on its three wheels, and although light weighted, those who operate Tri-cycle especially in Ilorin swerved in and out of traffic with reckless abandon that keeps their passengers ill at ease and other road user weary of them.  
Most operators of Tri-cycle are inpatient drivers, in fact most drivers always tries to maneuver their way through the traffic with careless abandon, this can unfortunately led to an accident, in the sense that the front of a Tricycle is designed to be more narrow than the back, So most drivers passed through forgetting that the back is bigger in size. In other word most driver do not have a good knowledge of the construction of a Tri-cycle, for example when an operator of Tri-cycle slow down, the weight of the back is transferred to the front, where by a slight loss of concentration after slowing down pushed the weight forward or transferred to the front and "if done carelessly anything can happen".  
Finally no matter what, the initial vision of its introduction, it is still a blessing, however, the advantages of Tricycle in easing transportation outweigh its disadvantages especially where Tricycle has been used as a source of employment in ilorin metropolis, in that it provides job opportunity for youths.  
Tricycles, commonly known as "Keke NAPEP," are a popular mode of transportation in Ilorin. They offer affordable and accessible transit options but also contribute to road congestion and accidents. Understanding the demographics and behaviors of tricycle riders is essential for tailoring effective safety campaigns.
Keke Napep as a Means of Transportation in Kwara State Polytechnic
Keke Napep, officially known as motorized tricycle or auto-rickshaw, was introduced in Nigeriain the early 2000s as part of a poverty alleviation and transportation initiative under the Obasanjo administration. The name “Napep” comes from the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), which helped distribute these vehicles to unemployed youths to generate income.
At Kwara State Polytechnic, the introduction of Keke Napep as a popular intra-campus and surrounding area transport system gained momentum in the late 2000s till date. Prior to their adoption, students and staff primarily relied on: Taxis, Motorcycles (Okada) and Trekking. However, the rise in demand for safer, cheaper, and more efficient transport alternatives made Keke Napep the preferred mode of transportation within and around the institution. Why Keke Napep Became Popular in Kwara Poly:
Affordability: Cheaper fares than taxis or private vehicles. 
Safety: Considered safer than motorcycles, especially during rainy seasons.
Accessibility: Easy to navigate narrow campus roads and off-campus neighborhoods.
Employment: Provided job opportunities for local youth and students.
Today, Keke Napep remains a dominant and dependable means of transport for students commuting to lecture halls, hostels, nearby communities like Gate, Sango,Yakuba,Ara, Adewole, Oyun, and Saw-Mill, as well as for short-distance errands.
2.1.2 IMPORTANCE OF ROAD SAFTY:
Several studies highlight the effectiveness of radio campaigns in promoting road safety. For instance, research shows that targeted radio messages can lead to increased awareness and behavioral changes among drivers. These campaigns often include interviews, discussions, and call-in segments that engage the audience. Road safety is a critical aspect of modern life, and its importance cannot be overstated. Here are 10 reasons why road safety is crucial:
1. Human Lives: The primary and most significant importance of road safety is the preservation of human lives. Adhering to road safety measures reduces the risk of accidents, injuries, and fatalities on the roads.  
2. Injury Prevention: Following road safety rules helps prevent injuries resulting from accidents. This is vital for both drivers and pedestrians, as accidents can cause long-lasting physical and emotional harm.  
3. Economic Impact: Road accidents impose a substantial economic burden on society. Costs related to medical expenses, property damage, legal proceedings, and emergency services are all reduced when road safety measures are observed.  
4. Traffic Flow: Adherence to traffic rules enhances the smooth flow of traffic. This leads to reduced congestion, shorter commute times, and increased overall efficiency in transportation systems.  
5. Property Protection: Road safety measures contribute to the protection of public and private property. Observing traffic rules helps prevent collisions and property damage, reducing the financial impact on individuals and communities.
6. Insurance Costs: Improved road safety can lead to lower insurance premiums. As the number of accidents decreases, insurance companies can adjust their rates, benefiting responsible drivers.  
7. Emergency Response Efficiency: Following road safety guidelines ensures that emergency response teams can reach accident scenes more quickly and efficiently. This can be crucial in saving lives and reducing the severity of injuries.  
8. Environmental Impact: Responsible driving habits contribute to lower fuel consumption and emissions. This, in turn, helps mitigate the environmental impact of transportation, promoting sustainable practices.  
9. Public Health: Road safety is closely linked to public health. Reduced accidents mean fewer hospitalizations and less strain on healthcare systems, allowing resources to be allocated more effectively.  
10. Quality of Life: Safe roads contribute to an improved quality of life for individuals and communities. People can travel without constant fear, promoting a sense of well-being and confidence in the transportation infrastructure.


2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK:
2.2.1 SOCIAL NORMS THEORY  
The social norms theory was first used by Perkins and Berhowitz in 1986 to address student alcohol use pattern as a result, the theory and subsequently the social normal's approach is best known for its effectiveness in reducing alcohol consumption and alcohol related injury in colleague student. The approach has also been used to address a wide range of public health topics including tobacco use driving under the influence prevention, seat belt use and more recently sexual assault prevention. The target population for social norms approaches tends to be colleague student but has recently been used with younger student population (i.e. high school)
 This theory aims to understand the environment and interpersonal influences (such as peers) in order to change behavior, which can be more effective than a focus on the individual to change behavior. Peer influence, and the role it play in individual decision-making around behaviors, is the primary focus of social norms theory, peer influences and normative beliefs are especially important when addressing behaviors in youths, peer influences are affected more by perceived norms (what we view as typical or standard in a group) rather than on the actual norms (the real beliefs and actions of the group). The gap between perceived and actual is a misperception and this forms the foundation for the social norms.  
The social norms theory posits that our behavior is influenced by misperceptions of how our peers think and act. Over estimations of problem behavior in our pears will cause us to increase our own problem behaviors; underestimations of problem behavior in our pears will discourage us from engaging in the problematic behavior.
  Accordingly, the theory states that correcting misperception of perceived norms will most likely result in decrease in the problem behavior or an increase in the desired behavior.  
Social norms interventions aim to present correct information about peer group norms in an effort to correct misperceptions of norms. In particular, many social norms interceptions are addressed through community-wide electronic and print media that promote accurate and health norms about the health behavior.

2.2.2 NORMATIVE THEORY
         The Normative theory seek to locate media structure and performance in the milieu (environment) in which they operate; they are observation of situation within which the press operate. The basic assumption of the normative theory is that, “the press always take on the form and coloration of the social and political structure within which it operate” (Siebert, Peterson and Schramm, 1995) cited by Anaeto et al 2008, it is also described as a theory that deal with what ought to be. They are theories that explain the expected operation of media under political and economical circumstance. The origin of normative theories of the press seen from two opposing view point.
i.Radical libertarian (first amendment absolutist) and technocratic control, the first amendment absolutist takes the idea of “free press” as literal and oppose government regulation while the technocrats do not trust the media and believes in use of regulators to act in the public interest.
ii. Propaganda and mass society theories are used to justify media regulation.
2.2.3 USES AND GRATIFICATIONS THEORY (UGT)
    The UGT posits that individuals actively seek out media to satisfy specific needs such as entertainment, information, and social interaction (Blumler & Katz, 1974). Nigerian youth use social media to gratify various personal and social needs, making them vulnerable to adopting behaviors, values, or lifestyles displayed online.
    This theory explores Blumler and Katz's (1974) Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT), which posits that media users actively select and employ media to fulfill specific needs. The theory classifies these needs into categories such as affective, cognitive, personal, integrative, and tension-free. It emphasizes the active role of the audience in shaping their media choices, challenging the traditional view of media influence. The UGT framework has evolved over time, responding to criticism and incorporating a more nuanced understanding of audience engagement and media effects.
	The historical development of UGT is traced from its roots in the 1940s, with early research focusing on radio listeners and later expanding to explore social and psychological variables influencing gratification consumption. The theory's stages include categorizing gratifications sought, studying audience motives, and connecting media use to gratification. Critically, UGT recognizes the limitations, acknowledging the role of media policies, socio-cultural factors, and curate options in shaping individual media choices. The paper concludes by addressing critiques, emphasizing the complex interplay between audience choice and media influence, and highlighting the ongoing debate over the theory's validity.
2.3 EMPIRICAL REVIEW:
        Radio can be a valuable tool in promoting road safety awareness and behavior change. For instance, radio campaigns can educate tricycle riders about traffic laws, safe driving practices, and the importance of following regulations. Additionally, radio can reach a wide audience, including those who may not have access to other forms of information, making it a powerful medium for road safety communication. 
Elaboration:
 	Radio as a Communication Tool: Radio is a cost-effective and accessible way to reach a large and diverse audience, including those who may not have internet access or read newspapers.
	Promoting Road Safety Awareness: Radio can be used to broadcast messages about road safety, including traffic rules, the dangers of speeding, drunk driving, and the importance of wearing helmets.
	Changing Attitudes and Behaviors: Through engaging storytelling, interviews, and musical programming, radio can help to change attitudes and behaviors related to road safety, such as encouraging riders to obey traffic laws and drive defensively.
	Targeted Messages: Radio programs can be tailored to specific audiences, such as tricycle riders, to ensure that messages are relevant and resonate with them.
 	 Community Engagement:  Radio can be used to foster community engagement in road safety initiatives, inviting feedback from listeners and promoting a sense of ownership in reducing road accident.      
                                                       


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 INTRODUCTION
This chapter discussed the method used in the study. It contains the research design, the population of study, the sample and sampling technique, instrument of data collection, validity of data gathering instrument, validity and reliability of data collecting instruments, method of data collection, and method of data presentation and analysis.
3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN
The research design adopted for this study was the survey research method.  As the name implies, survey is a research method, which focuses on a representative sample derived from the entire population of the study.   The reasons for choosing survey method is because it aims not only at collection of data but also the discovering of meaning in the data collected so that the fact can be better interpreted, explained and understood.
3.3 POPULATION OF THE STUDY
Nwosu (2006:49) define population of study as ‘’the total number of elements with a given environment which a research is set to study. The population of this study includes students, employed, unemployed, male, female from the age of 19 years and above irrespective of their occupation but with the ability to be able to read and comprehend and residing in Ilorin.
3.4 SAMPLE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUES
     A sample is a representative of the whole population. Osuala (1982), sampling is taken to any proportion of a population as a representative of that population.
	Ogili (2005:54) says that; sample is the actual number of population that is objectively selected for the purpose. Sampling is necessary because the entire population cannot be studied as it may be too large and cannot be controlled.
   The sample technique that was adopted for the purpose of this research is a total of 200 respondents will be selected using purposive and simple random sampling techniques. This will help for easy administration of questionnaires and they showed a sample representation of the target audience.
3.5   VALIDITY OF INSTRUMENT
Validity is a way or mechanism of determining that certain instrument , variable or data can be measure what they are designed to measure by a researcher ,while reliability on the other hand is concern with the consistency of an instrument in measuring what is designed to measure.
The questionnaires were presented to the supervisor for the content and face scripting in order to ensure its validity. The face validity ensure technicality of its items in the questionnaires in order to find out its relevant to the study also the content validity of the instrument were checked to ensure their specifications.
3.6 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
  The distribution of questionnaires to the sample population was done by the researcher and collected back from them when completed. The instrument was administered by hand to the respondents at five different, times villages that were studied. The respondents are people of Ilorin they agreed to the use of the instruments and its instruction. Therefore there is little doubt on whether the instrument give, bought back the required and expected result.
3.7 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
  All data collected were analyzed using simple tales and percentages .The technique used was the statistical description method, the overall responses were ascertained and recorded with statistical tools like response, frequency, percentage , and total .The presentation was done in simple tables which analysis each questions s were done and hypothesis were tested.




CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 Data Analysis  
Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summarizes collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a study and interpreting it to derive insight.  
In this chapter data are organized into tables so that statically and logical conclusion can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity and vetted comprehension. The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers identified problem and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses. 
4.1  Analysis of Research Question
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various graphical formats do usually represent the relationship between two or more data set so that an informed decision can be made based on them. It also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graphs, charts etc. however the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaires item and responses in the (20) twenty questionnaire item developed from the four framed researcher questions, the researcher aimed using them to provide an answer to his topic problem.  
A total of two hundred (200) copies of the questionnaire we produced and distributed to the researcher sample populace. All presentation are done in simple percentage tabular mode while simple descriptive analysis techniques was used to describe what items were contained in the table
	                          Respondents
	                Frequency

	Number of questionnaires distributed
	                         200

	Number of questionnaire returned
	                         200

	Number of discard
	                         Nil

	Number of questionnaire not returned 
	                         Nil

	Number of questionnaire presented and analyzed
	                        200



From the above table it can be seen that respondents were people of Ilorin number of questionnaire distributed were 200, the percentage was 100% number of questionnaire returned was 200 no of discard was Nil, number of questionnaire not returned Nil and Number of questionnaire presented and analyzed are 200.

4.2 DEMOGRAPHICAL ANALYSIS OF RESPONDENTS 

Question 1: Distribution of the age of respondents
Table 1
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	16 - 25 Years
	108
	52.5

	26 - 35 Years
	41
	20.5

	36 - 45 Years
	32
	16

	45 and above
	22
	11

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
In the above table shows  respondents 108(52.5%) fall between the age bracket of (16-25years), 41 respondents on 20.5% fall between the age 26-35 years for 32 respondents on 16% fall between the 36- 45 years 22 respondents on 11% fall between the age (46 and above)
Question 2: Distribution of sex of respondents
Table 3
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	111
	55.5

	Female
	89
	45.5

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
In the response the question on the distribution of respondent according to their gender 111 respondents representing 55.5% of the population are make while 89 representing 44.5% are female
Question 3: Distribution of Religion respondents
Table 3
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Christian
	106
	53

	Muslim
	94
	32

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
The table shows the number of respondents religion and from the table 106(53%) are Muslim, while 94(32%) of the respondents are Christian.
Question 4: Distribution of Marital status respondents
Table 4
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Single
	160
	80

	Married
	40
	20

	Divorce
	0
	0

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
The table shows the marital status of the respondents. According 160(80%) are single, 40(20%) are married while. Divorce 0(0%).


Analysis of data
Question 5: Distribution of occupation of respondents
Table 5
	         Respondents
	                 Frequency
	              Percentage (%)

	Students
	150
	75

	Civil servant
	20
	10

	Self employed
	30
	15

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025
This table shows the occupation of respondent 20(10%) are civil servant, 150(75% are student while 30(15%) are self employed.

Question 6: Do you listen to radio regularly

Table 6

	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	168
	84

	No
	32
	16

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025
The table above shows that 168(84%) listen to radio, while 32(16%) don't listen to it.






Question 7: Have you ever heard any road safety message on the radio
 
Table 7

	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	140
	70

	No
	60
	30

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025

The table above shows that 140(70%) Have heard road safety message on the radio, while 60(30%) have not.

Question 8: Do you think road safety message on the radio are effective

Table 8

	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	180
	90

	No
	30
	15

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025

The table above shows that 180(90%) think road safety message on the radio are effective, while 30(15%) don't think it is effective.



Question 9: Do you think most tricycle riders pay attention to road safety messages 

Table 9

	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	90
	45

	No
	110
	55

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025
The table above shows that 90(45%) you think most tricycle riders pay attention to road safety messages, while 110(55%) don't think they pay attention.
Question 10: Have you personally be involved in a road accident in the tricycle
Table 10
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	140
	70

	No
	60
	30

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research field survey, 2025
The table above shows that 140(70%) listen to radio, while 60(30%) don't listen to it.


Question 11: Radio is an effective medium for disseminating road safety information to tricycle riders
Table 11
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	132
	66

	Agree
	38
	19

	Neutral
	14
	7

	Disagree
	13
	6.5

	Strongly disagree
	3
	1.5

	Total
	200
	100


  Sources: Research field survey, 2025
From the above table shows the response of respondents on the question 132(66%) strongly agree to the question that Radio is an effective medium for disseminating road safety information to tricycle riders 38(19%) agree it, 14(7%) are neutral on the question, 13(6.5%) disagree to the question, while 3(1.5%) strongly disagree to the question.
Question 12: Radio campaigns can change the behavior of tricycle riders towards road safety
Table 12
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	120
	60

	Agree
	40
	20

	Neutral
	30
	15

	Disagree
	10
	5

	Strongly disagree
	0
	0

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
This table shows the response of the respondents of the question above 120(60%) strongly agree to the question 40(20%) agree to the question, 30(15%) are neutral on this point 10(5%) disagree, while  0(0%) strongly disagree to this point.
Question 13: Lack of access to radio is a major reason some riders don't benefits from road safety education
Table 13
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	140
	70

	Agree
	40
	20

	Neutral
	15
	7.5

	Disagree
	5
	2.5

	Strongly disagree
	0
	0

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
From the above table shows the response of respondents on the question 140(70%) strongly agree to the question that Lack of access to radio is a major reason some riders don't benefits from road safety education 40(20%) agree it, 15(7.5%) are neutral on the question, 5(2.5%) disagree to the question, while 0(0%) strongly disagree to the question.
Question 14: Road safety content on radio should include real life accidents stories
Table 14
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	100
	50

	Agree
	40
	20

	Neutral
	5
	2.5

	Disagree
	5
	2.5

	Strongly disagree
	50
	25

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
From the above table shows the response of respondents on the question 100(50%) strongly agree to the question that Road safety content on radio should include real life accidents stories 40(20%) agree it, 5(2.5%) are neutral on the question, 5(2.5%) disagree to the question, while 50(25%) strongly disagree to the question.
Question 15: Radio should partner with FRSC and traffic agencies for more effective campaigns 
Table 15
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	130
	65

	Agree
	40
	20

	Neutral
	15
	7.5

	Disagree
	5
	2.5

	Strongly disagree
	10
	5

	Total
	200
	100


Sources: Research Field Survey, 2025
From the above table shows the response of respondents on the question 130(65%) strongly agree to the question that Radio should partner with FRSC and traffic agencies for more effective campaigns  40(20%) agree it, 15(7.5%) are neutral on the question, 5(2.5%) disagree to the question, while 10(5%) strongly disagree to the question.
4.3 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
	My findings confirmed that (92%) of tricycle riders in Ilorin listen to the radio daily. This supports the Uses and Gratifications Theory, which asserts that individuals actively seek media content that satisfies their needs  in this case, information, education, and entertainment.
This finding aligns with prior studies, such as Ojebuyi and Azeez (2019), which reported that radio remains one of the most trusted and accessible sources of information for semi-literate and mobile audiences like commercial riders. It implies that radio has great potential for influencing public opinion and behavior among tricycle operators.
	It was also discovered that data revealed that more than half of the respondents (60%) were aware of specific road safety programs broadcast on local radio stations such as Radio Kwara and SOBI FM. These programs include segments like “Drive Safe Hour” and public service announcements from FRSC.
This shows that radio is not only accessible but is also actively used by relevant agencies to disseminate safety-related content. However, the moderate percentage also highlights a gap — not all riders are aware of these programs, likely due to inconsistent scheduling or lack of 
	It was also discovered that one of the key challenges identified is that many of the radio programs are broadcast in English, while the majority of tricycle riders prefer indigenous languages like Yoruba or Hausa. This language barrier limits comprehension and retention of safety information, especially among less-educated riders.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study examined The Role of Radio in the Fight Against Road Accidents Among Tricycle Riders in Ilorin Metropolis. The objectives were to evaluate how radio creates awareness of road safety among tricycle riders, assess the effectiveness of such programmed in changing rider behavior, and identify challenges faced in using radio for road safety advocacy.
The key findings of the study are summarized as follows:
1. Radio Usage Among Tricycle Riders: A majority of the respondents confirmed that they listen to the radio, although the frequency of listening varied. Many riders reported listening to radio either in the morning before starting work or in the evening after work.
2. Awareness of Road Safety Campaigns: A significant number of tricycle riders were aware of road safety campaigns on radio. They recalled hearing messages on topics such as speed limits, drunk driving, traffic signs, and the dangers of using phones while driving.
3. Impact on Behavior: Many respondents stated that the road safety programs had positively influenced their driving behavior. Some reported being more cautious, obeying road signs, reducing speed, and avoiding phone use while driving.
4. Effectiveness of Radio: The study found that radio is perceived as a powerful and accessible tool for educating tricycle riders. However, the effectiveness of these messages was reduced when they were aired in a language that the riders did not fully understand or when they were broadcast at times when riders were unavailable.
5.2 Conclusion
This study concludes that radio plays a significant role in promoting road safety awareness among tricycle riders in Ilorin metropolis. It serves as a low-cost, far-reaching communication tool capable of influencing attitudes and behaviors. However, for radio campaigns to achieve their full potential, there must be deliberate efforts to design engaging, consistent, and rider-focused content.
Although radio has proven effective, its impact is still limited by a lack of proper scheduling, language barriers, and insufficient collaboration between road safety agencies and media outlets. Therefore, improving radio programming and enhancing collaboration with tricycle rider unions can lead to a reduction in tricycle-related road accidents in Ilorin.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Consistent Broadcasting of Road Safety Programs: Radio stations should air road safety program consistently and at strategic times when tricycle riders are most likely to listen (early mornings and evenings).
2. Use of Local Languages: Programs should be delivered in local languages (e.g., Yoruba, Hausa, and Pidgin English) to ensure better understanding among all riders.
3. Interactive Sessions: Programs should be made more interactive by allowing riders to call in, ask questions, or share their experiences related to road safety.
4. Partnership with Tricycle Unions: Collaboration between radio stations and tricycle rider unions (like NURTW or TOAN) will help disseminate information more effectively and encourage rider participation.
5. Increased Government Support: The government should support the development of well-funded road safety campaigns on radio and work with the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and media houses for professional input.
6. Monitoring and Feedback: Radio stations and road safety bodies should regularly gather feedback from tricycle riders to improve program relevance and effectiveness.
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                                      RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE
                                KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (IICT)
                               MASS COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Topic: ROLE OF RADIO IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ROAD ACCIDENT AMONG TRICYCLE RIDERS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS. 
Dear Respondent,
            This questionnaire is designed to raise relevant information on the “Role of radio in the fight against road accident among tricycle riders in Ilorin metropolis``
I will be glad if you respond to this research question as your response will be of immense benefit to the success of this research study. All information supplied shall be used mainly for academic and education purpose only.
Thanks.
Instruction: Please tick (   ) the answer you consider appropriate.
The questionnaire will be in three parts. Section A, B and C
SECTION A
1. Age of respondent? A. 16-25 (  ) B. 26-35 (  )  C. 36-45 (  ) D. 46 above (  )
1. Sex of respondent?  A. Male (  ) B. Female(  )
1. Religion of respondent? A. Christian (  ) B. Muslim (  )
1. Marital status?  A. Single (  ) B. Married(  ) C. Divorce(  )
1. Occupation of respondent? A. Student (  ) B. Self employed (  ) C. Civil servant 
(  ) D. Others (  )
SECTION B
6. Do you listen to radio regularly? (Yes/No)
7. Have you ever heard any road safety message on the radio? (Yes/No)
8. Do you think road safety messages on the radio are effective? (Yes/No)
9. Do you think most tricycle riders pay attention to road safety messages? (Yes/No)
10. Have you personally been involved in a road accident while in the tricycle? (Yes/No)
SECTION C
	SN
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	11.

	Radio is an effective medium for disseminating road safety information to tricycle riders
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Radio campaigns can change the behavior of tricycle riders towards road safety.
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Lack of access to radio is a major reason some riders don’t benefits from road safety education.
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Road safety content on radio should include real-life accidents stories.
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Radio should partner with FRSC and traffic agencies for more effective campaigns.
	
	
	
	
	








	
