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CHAPTER ONE
1.1	Background of the study
Mass media refers to a diverse array of media technologies that reach a large audience via mass communication. The technologies through which this communication takes place include a variety of outlets, Ejiogu (2018). Broadcast media transmit information electronically via media such as films, radio, recorded music, or television. Digital media comprises both Internet and mobile mass communication. Internet media comprise such services as email, social media sites, websites, and Internet-based radio and television, Lewis (2019).
Many other mass media outlets have an additional presence on the web, by such means as linking to or running TV ads online, or distributing QR Codes in outdoor or print media to direct mobile users to a website. In this way, they can use the easy accessibility and outreach capabilities the Internet affords, as thereby easily broadcast information throughout many different regions of the world simultaneously and cost-efficiently.
Religious discrimination among in Nigeria youth could be categorized as intra-religious and inter-religious. The inter-religious conflict in Nigeria is usually between the two major religions in the country, which are: Christianity and Islam. Because of the nation’s configuration, however, the strand of religion is often intertwined with ethnicity (Salawu, 2019). In all multi-faith societies, which exist over the history of mankind, religious intolerance has been acknowledged as the primary cause of religious strife. Omotosho, (2018),
Almost in all societies of the world, religion has become a key index that catapults the socio-economic, cultural and political structures either for good or for bad. Like any multi-cultural society, Nigeria has a number of religious movements and practices viz: Islam, Christianity and indigenous religion. Before the intrusion of the colonial masters into the hitherto peaceful Nigeria, our ancestors were staunch adherents of the African Traditional Religion (ATR). The ATR was a system of belief and worship that was totally devoid of acrimony, hate and conflicts. It was in consonance with the above stated that Fagan (2018) averred that a stable society is that which prizes highly the value of religion.
For administrative convenience, Fredrick Lugard conceived a merger of northern and southern protectorates. In 1914, an entity called Nigeria emerged, bringing about 250 ethnic groupings together into one political and administrative entity. Today ironically, the merger became a bane of peace, progress and stability of the Nigerian nation. Although Nigeria has witnessed some pockets of religious conflicts over the years, it assumed an alarming proportion when Nigeria assumed democratic ideals in 1999. Fagan (2018)
As a multi-ethnic and religious entity, Christians and Moslems (the two major religions in Nigeria) have over the years tried to outwit each other in terms of belief, adherence, structure and growth viz-a-viz the Nigerian nation. Consequently, a dimension of fanaticism was introduced into the religious practice. Unfortunately, the so-called religion has become a source of strife, anarchy and bloodletting in Nigeria in recent time. Anagbe, 2022
Today, there is a sharp deviation from the core values of religion, occasioned by the alarming nature of religious crisis in Nigeria, leading to destruction of lives and properties. Rather than entrench peace, unity and stability, religion has somewhat threatened the whole essence of Nigeria’s nationhood. Religious dichotomy in Nigeria has been much pronounced in the largely Moslem dominated north. In 1985, there was Moslem Christian conflict in Gombe and Bauchi States; Religious riot in Kaduna, Kaduna State between the Christians and Moslems and in 1991, Bauchi riots disrupted the National Sports Festival holding in Bauchi State then. It was the realism of these religious conflicts in Nigeria that prompted former military dictator, Gen. Anagbe, (2022)
Babangida to describe one of such religious riots as “civilian equivalent of coup” in a national broadcast. The quest to entrench Islamic faith led to the enforcement of Sharia legal code in Zamfara, Bauchi, Sokoto and Kaduna States. This singular factor further worsened the already strained relationship between the two dominant faiths in Nigeria. Suffice to state that religion has been the bane of most societies of the world, particularly in the Middle East and parts of Asia. Africa has experienced her own share of religious conflicts over the years. In Nigeria, the Christian south wants Christ preached everywhere while the largely dominated north wants Nigeria Islamized. 
Although religious leaders still believe the unity of Nigeria hinges on religion, other social critics believe it is tearing Nigeria apart. It was in reflection of varied religious crises and their attendant tolls on our collective lives that made Maduagwu (1991) to say that religious war is the most dangerous and tragic experience, and any country that engages in it scarcely survives. Since 1999, religious intolerance has increased in geometric proportion, while tolerance maintains arithmetic amplitude. This has consequently attracted the attention of mass media of communication, print media in particular
The hostility towards other religions as well as the inability of religious believers to strike a balance between the theories and the practical aspects regarding beliefs on topics such as diversity of opinions of doctrine, the acculturation process, and indoctrination are both referred to by Balogun,(1988) as examples of religious intolerance. So many of the religious conflicts which took place in Nigeria have not been addressed and justice has not been brought to the victims of this conflict, which has caused a lack of faith in the government as well as the law and enforcement agencies in Nigeria.
The situation of Christians in Nigeria to "nothing short of a Jihad clothed in many names: terrorism, kidnappings, killer herdsmen, banditry, other militia groups," and he urged all nations to put a stop to what he termed a "conspiracy of silence" regarding the issue bishop (Wilfred Chikpa Anagbe, 2022). The media however has a job to do when it comes to social responsibility, but how well has the media (broadcast) carried out its duties in ensuring justice is been brought to the victims? When it comes to broadcast media, visual content is sent to a large heterogeneous audience at the same time. Some studies believe that there is a relationship between the constant reporting of an event and its influence on the public (Gever, 2013, Okpanachi 2014; Uju & Etumnu, 2021).
Nevertheless, professors and researchers frequently express worry about how stories are covered, framed, and reported, offering a legitimate basis for examination. Broadcasting has a responsibility to serve society's interests during times of conflict, insurgency, and war, regardless of a country's or region's boundaries. In a study by Gever (2014), "Broadcasting needs to capitalize on its strengths to join in the war against insurgency." However, it's uncertain as to the level this might be achievable without the support provided by global broadcast media.
However, the broadcast media in Nigeria has been tasked with the social responsibility of not just changing the negative perception other countries have towards Nigeria but serving as a watchdog, in delivering accurate and timely news about events that have occurred in Nigeria. In 1980, the media was heavily exploited during the time of religious conflict in Nigeria, each region had its own media broadcast station, they reported issues concerning religious conflict that was going on, and each broadcast station across Nigeria.  Nigerian took sides speaking against each religious group Ibrahim (2021). This study focuses on the role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria.
1.2      Statement of the Problem
Religious differences produce hatred and intolerance is never in doubt, over the years, religious crises have been a reoccurring decimal and every effort to promote unity, peace and progress in a multi-ethnic and religious society like Nigeria has defied all known solutions. One important function of the Press in any society is that of correlation, where media coverage ought to be streamlined for uniting divided ends, but this seems to not have been the case in Nigeria.
Besides, there are allegations from various quarters that the media (especially the print) have been sensational and biased in the reportage of religious crises in the country. Various religious crises in the past were actually reported by the news media, particularly the print media. Be that as it may, the growth of the Nigerian media, as well as their coverage of religious crises may not have yielded desired ends after all over the years, particularly between 1999 and 2011 when religious crisis attained its peak in Nigeria. 
There seems to be this theory that connects religious crises with media coverage, but the link remains undefined in past studies. The pattern of media coverage, and the extent to which the news media (newspapers in particular) have helped in curtailing religious crises in Nigeria are problematic areas in socio-communication research, which prompted this study in the first instance. Therefore, the researcher sets out to find the roles of the mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youth a case study of Kwara State Polytechnic.
1.3	Research Objectives
	The general objective or main objective of this study is to investigate the roles of the mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youth a case study of Kwara State Polytechnic. The specific objectives are:
· To determine the causes of religious discrimination among Nigeria youth.
· To identify the benefits of media reportage to the society in fight against religious discrimination.
· To examine the media challenges of religious discrimination in among Nigeria youth.
· To understand the prevalence of religious discrimination among Nigeria youth
1.4 	Research Questions
	The following are some of the questions which this study intends to answer:
1. What are the causes of religious discrimination among Nigeria youth?
2. What are the benefits of media reportage to the society?
3. What are the challenges facing media reportage on religious discrimination among Nigeria youth?
4. What is the prevalence of religious discrimination among Nigeria youth?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This research will set the tone for the media to embrace national integration and religious tolerance as the core functions of the modern day Nigerian media. Through this investigation, therefore, both the print and broadcast media in Nigeria will understand their shortcomings and subsequently drive a synergy aimed at curtailing religious crises in Nigeria.
The result of this research will entrench professionalism in the coverage of religious-related conflicts in the future. Also, this research will significantly bring to the fore the media/religious crises theory, by defining the extent to which media reports could fuel or exacerbate religious discrimination among Nigeria youth.
Therefore, the study will strive to unbundle the theory for other scholars to replicate or possibly refute. More importantly, this research will contribute significantly to literature that will be useful to communication teachers, social workers, scholars and researchers in various fields of learning, particularly those embarking on similar studies in the future.
1.6	Scope of the Study
	This research will cover mass media coverage of religious discrimination and the consequential effects of such discrimination in the socio-economic and political fortunes of Nigeria youth. It involves a critical and evaluative analysis of religious discrimination in Nigeria as well as other media coverage of same, particularly as it concerns direction of media report and prominence of coverage within the time frame given to researcher.
1.7	Definition of Terms
	The following terms were used in the course of this study:
· Role: This is the function assumed or part played by a person or thing in a particular situation.
· Mass Media: Mass media means technology that is intended to reach a mass audience. It is the primary means of communication used to reach the vast majority of the general public. The most common platforms for mass media are newspapers, magazines, radio, television, and the Internet.
· Religious discrimination: Religious discrimination is treating individuals differently because of their religious beliefs and practices, and/or their request for accommodations of their religious beliefs and practices. It also includes treating individuals differently because of their lack of religious beliefs or practices.
· Nigeria youths: Youth in Nigeria includes citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria aged 18–29 years according to the new-youth policy (2019).
· Religious Crises: A blind and fixated mental and psychological negative attitude towards religious beliefs and practices that are contrary to ones cherished beliefs and practices, Ekwunife (1992).


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
In the course of gathering materials for this review, the researcher made extensive use of libraries archives, media institutions and other relevant sources of secondary data. This chapter focused on the concept of perception, its measurement, and relationship with image, empirical studies and lastly the theoretical framework. Literature review or narrative review however, is a type of review article.
A literature review is a scholarly paper, which includes the current knowledge including substantive findings, as well as theoretical and methodological contributions to a particular topic. Literature reviews are secondary sources, and do not report new or original experimental work. Most often associated with academic-oriented literature, such reviews are found in academic journals, and are not to be confused with book reviews that may also appear in the same publication. Literature reviews are a basis for research in nearly every academic field.
2.1	Conceptual Framework
2.1.1	Concept of Mass Media
Mass media is a channel, medium, utility, device, or instrument used in the mass communication process. The mass media also includes, printed media, electronic media and Cyber media. Printed media such as newspapers, magazines, books, pamphlets, billboards and other technical tools that bring out the message by touching the senses of sight. Electronic media such as radio and recorded programs use the senses of hearing and television programs, motion picture and video recording covering both senses which is hearing and vision (Ray M. 2019). Meanwhile the online media (online media, cybermedia) is the internet-based mass media. Mass media is happen to be the suggestions for cultural development, not just culture in the sense of art and symbol but also in the sense of the development of settings, fashion, lifestyle and norms (Pate, U. & Abubakar, A. 2013).
The Mass Media definitions have therefore been going through dynamic changes on a daily basis. As digital technology develops, mass media, advertising and marketing communications are experiencing new dimensions. Mass media has been described in different ways depending on the context from which the subject is being perceived. Ruben (1984) cited Ray M. (2019) defined mass media as the communication of behavior-related information. Bozzi, H. (2013), in his own view, sees it as the sharing of ideas and feelings in a mood of mutuality. Other definitions place emphasis on the importance of signs and symbols, as well as the transmission of cultural information, ideas, attitudes, or emotions from one person or a group to another. This branch of mass media involves in some ways the aspects of theater, music, dance, folklore, and other complementary traditional communication media.
These definitions tend to capture the general idea of the sociological impact of the media on one hand, and the variances in individual perspectives of the media approach on the other hand. From whatever angle we look at it, these definitions may fit well into specific aspects of human development, from philosophy to psychology, from sociology to education, etc. Media in todays world has been described as a combination of content, comprising the scientific and artistic ensemble of music, film, TV, radio, publishing, advertising, and electronic games (Bazley, T. (2016).
Thus, the mass media is any medium used to transmit mass information. The categorical classifications of what could be termed as mass media forms comprise the eight industries of the mass media industries; books, newspapers, magazines, and recordings, radio, movies, television, and the Internet. Mass media has attained rapid and remarkable expansion, resulting in proliferated dynamism over its content, platforms, and devices, following technological innovations over a long period of years.
These developments have provided some dimensions of influence over various industries and social institutions. One major element of the media is the nature of its audience, which refers to its relatively large audience. Mass media is any medium which is intended for a large audience (Smith., 2003). It either takes broadcast or print media form. The broadcast form of media is also referred to as electronic media and is peculiar to radio and television technology. Print media, on the other hand, operates in the form of newspapers, magazines, journals and other print media.
2.1.2	Concept of Religion
Religion is a cultural phenomenon, and it has played a dominant role in the socio-political organization of man throughout history. Nigeria is a country that is culturally diverse and has a number of religious groups which includes; Christianity, Islam, and Traditional religion. In a diverse environment such as Nigeria, religion has become very significant, as Christians and Muslims who mainly dominate the environment are strong about their beliefs and therefore passionately act and exercise such belief system care freely. Okebukola (2012), affirms that religion is, without doubt, a potent force to achieve political stability in the land, considering the role it can play in bringing about development in the light of corruption that pervades society.
This is probably because according to Anyanwu (2010), religion is human interaction with the supernatural in order to cope with life crises. However, the process of using religion in coping with life issues has become detrimental to the world at large. Religious crises has led to loss of lives and properties, population displacement, instability in government, underdevelopment, and distortion in national unity, fear and lack of trust. Furthermore, the causes of religious crises can also be identified as lack of recognition; which exists when a religion do not have regard for the other, which breeds hatred and blackmail and a lack of understanding (Omotosho, 2012).
Religion is often depicted as a contributing factor in many conflicts and a tool to mobilize people during conflicts (Tjaart 2012) especially with political conflict (Okorie, Loto, & Omojola, 2018). Nigeria has experienced religious crises and it is most times between Christians and Muslims (the two major religions in Nigeria). Disagreements between these two dominant religions erupts because the religions desire to have dominant recognition of their beliefs, structure and culture in Nigeria. This has been the basis for religious crises in Nigeria since 1999.
Some of these crises includes; the Kano revolt in 1980, the Bulunktu Bisarre in 1982, the Kastina crises in 1999, the Zamfara conflict, Kaduna revolt, Bauchi crises and Sokoto 1999. Recent examples are the Jos crises and the current conflict by Boko Haram against Christians and Muslims, which officially started in 2002.
2.1.3	Religious Crisis in Nigeria: An Overview
Between 1987 and 2011, numerous religious conflicts, resulting in the death of tens of thousands of persons, destruction of Churches and Mosques and property worth millions of dollars, have been documented in Nigeria (Gofwen, 2004, Minchakpu, 2006, Nwaomah, 2010: ). The most recent of these conflicts are the post-elections conflicts and terrorist attacks that have been traced to the Boko Haram, an Islamic group with possible links with other terrorist groups outside Nigeria.
These conflicts and attacks have largely occurred in northern Nigeria and they have been attributed to many causes. Though these conflicts are religious in nature, other factors, which are non- religion have also been identified as contributory or even fundamental to the crisis. The myriad of causes-remote and immediate could be summed into (i) religious, (ii) socio-political, and (iii) economic. Religion is a poignant issue in Nigeria, possibly because of the fundamental quest for dominance between the Northern and Southern parts that for contingent historical reasons are dominated by Islam and Christianity, respectively.
There is also the incessant protest of marginalization by the Northern minorities who profess Christianity in contrast to the Hausa/Fulanis who are largely Muslims and hold political dominance. The Boko Haram crises, though seen by some as a reaction to the failure of political leadership, nonetheless, has deep religious overtone (Nwaomah, 2010). Acknowledging the significance of religion in the Nigerian conflicts, Ndukwe, according to Boer (2004b) stresses that one cannot talk about the political situation in Nigeria without relating it to religion.
Every political programme or event always has a religious overtone. Passion for religion also affects the economic climate of Nigeria. However, while to analyst the significance of religion in Nigerian politics is unquestionable, the political leaders prefer to deny the religious connotations of these crises. For instance, reacting to the riots of 1987, Kukah (1993) observes that President Ibrahim B. Babangida denied the religious basis of the riots, arguing that the trails of destructions of lives and property in Kaduna, Zaria, Katsina and Funtua and other places in Kaduna State were politically motivated. Further, Babaginda as cited in Kukah (1993) note was quoted to have said the riots were carefully planned and masterminded by evil men who saw the incident in Kafanchan as an opportunity to subvert the Federal Military Government and the Nigerian nation.
Similarly, Binta Faruk Jalingo, a Muslim women leader argued “I want the common man to know that their leaders want to use them for their selfish interests in the cover of religion. A lot of these leaders are only using religion to make money and to enrich themselves” (cited in Boer, 2004a:72). Further, in the 2000 Kaduna riots that followed the introduction of the Sharia law in the Northern States of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Sokoto and Zamfara authorities insisted that the Kaduna crisis was beyond religion. It is not religion. It is politics (Awowede, 2000 citing Boer 2004a:92). But Kenny argues that religion in the politics of 1970 onwards was basically a tool which the politicians used for secular interests (citing Muslim Christian Relations in Nigeria 2008). This, might be because of the regional dominance of the two major religions in Nigeria Islamic North and Christian South and the gullibility of the masses when greedy political leaders appeal to threat on their religion as an easy excuse to protect political status. Gofwen (2004) identifies four reasons that inflame the religious bigotry prevalent in Nigeria. These are:
(i) The differing political philosophy of the major religions in Nigeria, Islam and Christianity.
(ii) The mutual suspicions and fear of domination between the two religions. (iii) Mutual ignorance of the beliefs and teachings of each other’s religion and sometimes even of one’s own faith.
(iv) Provocative acts of pronouncements which hurt the religious sensibilities of people of other faiths, whether they are intended or inadvertent” (p.74).
These circumstances could lead to misinterpretation of national events and issues. For example, when President Shehu Shagari openly received Pope John Paul 11 in 1982, Muslims such as Kukah (1993)sees such ‘fraternization’ as a reason to question the “Muslimness” of President Shagari, claiming that Islam was losing out to Christianity and the President was losing grip of asserting himself as a Muslim leader. On the background of mutual ignorance and misinterpretation, adherents of either religious group have tended to assert themselves or even to react violently when they felt their religion was threatened or its heritage was being ridiculed.
Thus, violent conflicts in which lives were lost and property was destroyed were caused by acts like the misquotation/interpretation of the Quran or the Bible, the construction of a church or mosque, religious assemblies, inciting statements and/or publications and even the protest against alleged prosecutions of religious fellow members in other countries.


2.1.4	The effects of religious conflicts/crises
The resultant effects of religious conflicts in Nigeria are enormous. It pervades all the sectors of the economy. Generally, conflicts breed insecurity, discrimination, mutual distrust and slow economic and educational development. This is the case in Nigeria where in addition to the gratuitous killings and maiming of thousands of persons, properties worth billions of naira have been destroyed. Certainly, these huge losses have deprived the nation of needed manpower and services for the growth of its wobbling economy.
Religious conflicts in Nigeria have also left its effect on investment options in the crises ridden areas. The political instability, arising from the insecurity and uncertainty that pervades the region, does not inspire the confidence of foreign investors and thereby deprives the nation of the economic gains. In some instances, the enterprising Southerners who had established thriving businesses in the troubled areas in the North have relocated to other and safer places. Further, religious conflicts in Nigeria have left in its trail a broken society: communities that hitherto co-existed peacefully now treat each other with mistrust and latent or open aggression.
Consequently, settlement patterns begin to follow the boundaries of religion in these areas so that adherents can be swiftly mobilized in the event of future riots. The disrupted social harmony is sometimes felt in places far from the crisis scene and thus account for the reprisal riots in other parts of Nigeria.
2.1.5	More Than Religious Crisis in Nigeria
The two main religious groups in Nigeria compete with each other for centuries, causing intolerance and social-political intolerance in Nigeria which goes as far as 1948during the times of Tafawa Balewa (Augustine Adah, 2013). The move aggravated religious tensions in the country, particularly among the Christian community. Muslim extremists in Kano managed to use force to prevent the Anglican House Church from growing in numbers and influence, there were riots in October 1982.Even though the Anglican House Church predated the mosque by 40 years, they perceived it as a danger to the neighborhood mosque. Ibrahim,(2011).
In addition, the Muslim Student Society and the Fellowship of Christian Students in Nigeria entered the fray. One incident involved an FCS-organized evangelical campaign that questioned why one group should control the Kaduna State College of Education site in Kafanchan. The conflict intensified to the point when the Muslim students organized demonstrations throughout the city and set fire to a church on the college's campus. The Christian majority at the college retaliated and 12 people died, several Mosques were burnt, and these attacks caused panic.
The revenge had been planned, (Ibrahim, 2011, pp. 65-68). The media was biased in reporting, while places like the Federal Radio Corporation discussed the idea of defending Islam during this brief moment of terror, it did not report the deaths and damage caused by Muslims. Also, reports on damages and deaths caused by Christians were not reported by the Christian media, but they focused on Islamic terror caused by Muslims, (Ibrahim, 2011, pp. 67– 70). Other leaders of the religious movements used the power of the media to spread fake news which slowly caused discrimination towards the other religious group, which has continued to be an issue in Nigeria to this day (Ibrahim 2011, pp. 72).
The democratically elected government-controlled Nigeria since the re-establishment of democracy in 1999, but the Muslim-dominated states in northern Nigeria enforced harsh Sharia law. Since 2000, there have been multiple instances of religious conflict between Muslims and Christians for various reasons. These conflicts frequently result in riots that claim hundreds of lives on both sides(Johannes Harnischfeger, Frankfurt am Main 2008). In Jos, Nigeria, in 2001, a conflict between Christians and Muslims erupted over Alhaji Muktar Mohammed's selection as the regional coordinator of the federal program to fight poverty(Obed Minchakpu, 2001).
In 2002 16th November, a Nigerian woman known as Isioma Daniel published a report in This Day Newspaper with claims against Prophet Mohammed. This claim led to the fatalities of over 200 individuals. Two days later, the deputy governor of Zamfara declared that despite multiple regrets from This-Day newspaper, the state government had issued a fatwa, or religious edict, against reporter Isioma Daniel, (BBC Reports, 2002).
In 2006, a riot erupted over a cartoon which was about Prophet Mohammed. It destroyed properties, churches, shops, and the death of 26 people in Borno and Katsinastates, Nigeria. The worst of the trouble, resulting in 15 deaths, was in Borno, which is mainly an Islamic state with a sizeable Christian population that is currently experiencing an increase in terrorism. The Nigerian unrest was the first demonstration in the African continent’s most populated nation, which is divided equally among Christians and Muslims,(Amelia Hill and Anushka Asthana, 2016).
2.1.6	Television Broadcast Reports of Religious Conflict in Nigeria
The broadcast media has a social responsibility to not only give timely information but entertain, educate, and change the negative perception of foreigners concerning Nigeria which is should be carried out within the laws of the country (Iheanacho, Jumbo, & Etumnu, 2021). It is the job of the media to call the government’s attention to areas of religious conflict in the country. Arise TV (2022), reported that the State Governor of Bauchi State condemned religious violence which erupted because a woman in her 40s made a social media post denouncing Islam, which resulted in several houses and shops being burnt down and people being killed, and the police teams was called to restore order. But the damage had been done.
According to Pauline Mark Lere (2009),It is important to remember that during moments of religious crisis, electronic media is used for programs that can aid in reducing tension and encouraging religious tolerance. In a report by Arise TV (2022), The Vice President of CAN in the 19 Northern State spoke called the attention of the public over the false allegation of blasphemy used to blackmail Christians, and well-mannered Christian young girls who refuse the sexual advances of opposite religion and gender. The media is expected to highlight the existing law on religious conflict to protect the lives and properties of citizens. Especially when there are lives of citizens are being threaten.
In 2022, according to a report by Bennett Oghifo on Arise TV, the US Senators demanded that Nigeria be listed on the Religious Freedom list for violence against Christians. With the religious crisis increasing over the years, it not only got the attention of external countries but still shows Nigeria in a bad review and it questions the ability of Security agencies and the credibility of the media in tackling religious violence in Nigeria. The media performing its job by helping in the fight against religious conflicts and not being used to insight conflict.


2.2	Theoretical framework
	The theories selected for this study were Agenda-Setting Theory and Gate-keeping Theory. 
2.2.1	Agenda Setting
The agenda-setting theory was made prominent by McCombs and Shaw (1972) and, more recently, by Dearing and Rogers (1996). The theory provides a framework for understanding how media influences the salience of an issue in the minds of audiences. The theory suggests that the pe333rvasiveness of mass media and the passivity of audiences allow the media to shape opinions. Furthermore, the theory allows consideration of how media attention to specific issues (e.g., violent crime) that is disproportionate to objective measures (e.g., statistics on violence) can influence what an audience thinks.
The power of the news media to set a nation’s agenda, to focus public attention on a few key public issues, is an immense and well documented influence. Not only do people acquire factual information about public affairs from the news media, readers and viewers also to learn how much importance to attach to a topic on the basis of the emphasis placed on it in the news.
Newspaper provide a host of cues about the salience of the topic in the daily news-lead story on page one, other front page display, large headline e.t.c. television news also offer numerous cues about salience – the opening story on the newscaster, length of time devoted to the topic e.t.c these cues repeated of each topic. In other words, the news media can set the agenda for the public’s attention to that small group of issues around which public opinion forms.
The principal outlines of this influence were sketched by Walter Lippman in his 1922. As he noted, the news media are a primary source of those pictures in our heads about the larger world of public affairs, a world that for most citizens is what we know about the world is largely based on what the media decide to tell us. More specifically, the result of this mediated view of the world is that the priorities of the media strongly influence the priorities of the public.
There is no doubt that the media’s role as the agenda setting for the society at large. Agenda setting theory explains that the mass media, through the particular news stories and other kinds of information selected for publication as well as the prominence or emphasis ascribed to such stories and information, do predetermine which public issues are important and which are less important in the society at any given time.
The agenda setting describes the “ability (of the news media) to influence the salience of topic on the public agenda”. That is, if a news items is covered frequently and prominently, the audience will regard the issue as more importantly, the audience will regard the issue as more important. Agenda-setting theory was formally developed by Max Mccobs and Donald Shaw in a study on the 1968 American presidential election. In the 1969 “Chapel Hill study” Combs and Shaw demonstrated a strong correlation coefficient) between what 100 residents of Chapel hill, North Carolina thought was the most important issue.
Relevance of the theory
	The theory means that the media should give comprehensive information on religious conflicts which include loss of lives, and properties. Also, the media should serve as a means of conflict resolution between both religious bodies to resolve their conflict. Which is why the theory is relevant to the study.
This theory analyses how the media sets the public agenda by giving prominence to a specific event or story by emphasizing and stressing over a particular topic which in turn indirectly tells you what to think. This theory thinks that constant reports of religious conflict by the media give it prominence and it gives the public something to say by having an opinion about the religious conflict which is relevant to this study.
2.2.2	Gate-Keeping Theory
Kurt Zadek Lewin (1890-1947), was born in German. He was a great Psychologist and pioneer in Social Psychology. He developed the concept in the field of psychology called psychological “field” and “life space” in order to understand the human behavior and its important consideration of total life space. His studies are more based on to understand a person’s own world, physical, mental and social through frequent conversation between his pre-memories, desire and his goals. And also his works help to understand the relationship between attitudes and behavior in the group or individuals.
Kurt Lewin coins the word called “Gate keeping”. It’s nothing but to block unwanted or useless things by using a gate. Here the person who make a decision is called “Gatekeeper”. At first it is widely used in the field of psychology and later it occupies the field of communication. Now it’s one of the essential theories in communication studies.
The Gatekeeper decides what information should move to group or individual and what information should not. Here, the gatekeeper are the decision makers who letting the whole social system. The gatekeeper is having its own influence like social, cultural, ethical and political. Based on personal or social influences they let the information to the group. Through this process the unwanted, sensible and controversial information’s are removed by the gate keeper which helps to control the society or a group and letting them in a right path. In home mother plays the vital role and she has to decide what their kid’s needs and what should avoid.
In news medium editor play vital role. He has to decide what kind of news items will publish and what should not.  Every day the news channel receives various news items from all over the world. The channel have its own ethics and policies through this the editor decide the news items for publish or aired. In some cases few news items are rejected by the editor due the organizations policy or the news items which are not suitable for publish.
The process determines not only which information is selected, but also what the content and nature of the messages, such as news, will be.
1. In exercising its "surveillance" function, every news medium has a very large number of stories brought to its attention daily by reporters, wire services, and a variety of other sources.
2. Due to a number of practical considerations, only a limited amount of time or space is available in any medium for its daily presentations of the news to its audience. The remaining space must be devoted to advertising and other content.
3. Within any news organization there exists a news perspective, a subculture that includes a complex set of criteria for judging a particular news story – criteria based on economic needs of the medium, organizational policy, definitions of newsworthiness, conceptions of the nature of relevant audience, and beliefs about fourth estate obligations of journalists.
4. This news perspective and its complex criteria are used by editors, news directors, and other personnel who select a limited number of news stories for presentation to the public. They then encode them in ways such that the requirements of the medium and the tastes of the audience are met.
5. Therefore, personnel in the news organization become gatekeepers, letting some stories pass through the system but keeping others out. This then limits, controls, and shapes the public's knowledge of the totality of actual event occurring in reality."
2.3	Review of related studies
The Influence of Media Coverage of Religious Crises in Nigeria: A Case Study of the Mohammed Cartoon Riots. Cases of religious crises abound globally. The influence of religious crises have been enormous the world over. To say that media reports of religious crises cause serious religious tension around the world is an under-statement. The case of Nigeria is not different. That religion in Nigeria has not only become sensitive in nature, but that it has resulted to violent crises leading to huge destruction of lives and properties is not in doubt. This is seen in the series of religious crises that engulf the country in the past three decades. This paper explores the role of media in covering religious conflict in the country.
The paper focuses on the Mohammed Cartoon Riots in Nigeria.(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news). It also explores peoples opinion on media reports of religious conflict in Nigeria. The question is what role the media coverage of religious crises plays in calming or igniting religious tension in Nigeria. What are people’s attitudes on hearing reports of religious restiveness over the media? How has the media helped in curbing religious tension in the country? To achieve this, the author makes use of materials published from different media houses like the radio, television, national dailies, and publication from other authors who have written on similar issues. The outcome of the findings will be disseminated to the public for the benefit of the media institutions,(both government and privately owned media houses), journalists, the government and individuals.
The Roles of the Mass Media in the Fight Against Religious Crisis. This study was carried out to examine the roles of the mass media in the fight against religious crisis in Dekina Local Government, kogi State. Specifically, the study examined  the causes of religious crisis in Nigeria. The study also identify the benefits of media reportage to the society. Furthermore, the study examine the media challenges of crisis reportage. And lastly, To understand the prevalence of religious crisis in Nigeria. A total of 77 responses were validated from the survey. From the responses obtained and analyzed, the findings revealed that through making some religious groups feel superior religious crisis can erupt from there, also, delineating different religious groups can lead to religious crisis. The study recommend that culture of forgiveness must transcend words but reflected in social relationships and even influence government policies which may require putting in place social and physical structures that symbolize such forgiveness and unity of decision to emphasize forgiveness rather than retaliation sermons at Christian services and other gatherings and kutbas at mosques and other Muslims gatherings should be devoid of incitement against other religious adherents.
A content analysis of broadcast media reportage of religious conflicts in Nigeria. This paper presents a content analysis of broadcast media reportage of religious conflict in Nigeria that focuses on events that led to the conflict. The research questions focused on the frequency of coverage, prominence, and direction of coverage. Agenda-setting theory and social responsibility theory were adopted for the study. Data was evaluated using Multi stage sampling technique. Arise TV and NTA broadcast stations were purposively selected to carry out research used for the study. News content on religious conflict was 72 days, out of 184 days (6 Months).According to the study's findings, the Nigerian broadcast media has been crucial in the formation of public perspectives of religious conflict and its causes by disseminating information. The direction of coverage of news reports on religious conflicts was favorable. This study recommended the broadcast media highlight more on the religious conflict on other programs aside from news reports.
Akpan, Olofu-Adeoye, and Ering (2013) seemass media in general as a tool for communicating the language of peace and conflict.The media's coverage is essential for educating the people. However, news organizations take part in the creation, upkeep, and dissemination of specific narratives and discourses (Tenenboim-Weinblatt, Hanitzsch, & Nagar, 2016, pp. 152) in addition to disseminating information. Several studies were reviewed by this, an example is a study by Margaret Damola Jesuminure (2019) on “Media Coverage of Religion and Security: A Nigerian Case Study”, she stated “that Nigeria is experiencing an increase in politics of identity based on religion and ethnicity, among other things, with an ongoing characteristic of a "we" against "them" mental map as a result of the state's failure to act as an economic or emancipatory actor”. This is true because religious and ethnic conflict has been the base of conflict uprise since the inception of Nigeria.
In another study by (Celestine Verlumun Gever 2018)“Analysis of Foreign and Local Broadcast Media Coverage of Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria”, he citedWilkinson (2002, p. 195) in Joogi,(n. d) stating that “there are some concrete ways that the broadcast media might monitor terrorist activity: Television channels can broadcast public warnings from the authorities as well as advice on behave in perilous circumstances; responsible and accurate reporting of occurrences would improve public awareness of strange packages, suspicious people, and suspicious behavior; Broadcasting networks have been the best platforms for in-depth discussions of both the political and social effects of terrorist activity in addition to for the development of suitable strategies as well as defensive measures. Broadcast media outlets as well as their print counterpart can remind authorities that the response to terrorism should comply with the rule of law, basic rights, and requirements of social justice”. This is true because it is the job of the media to work in favor of the people to ensure peace by reminding the government of what they should do in times of religious conflict.
According to (Pauline Mark Lere, 2009),It is important to note that the reports on religious conflicts paralyze the nation. Fearing a religious crisis, residents of the southern states who were previously residing in the north began to relocate south. The same applied to northerners who chose to remain in the South. Cases of relocation of religious has been reported and most cases affect the economic stability of the state as awhole. In a report by(Odo Emmanuel Nduka,Ogbonna Odinaka Doris, Ogwuche, Godwin Abu and Uzoka, Paul Ifeanyi, 2010) in a study on “Content Analytical Study of Ethno-Religious Crisis in Jos January to May (2010)” stated that religious conflict can lead to economic degradation, environmental degradation, loss of life, property, genocide, and torture, if not tackled by the government leads to bad governance which affects the image of the country.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Research design
The section of the study describes the research procedure as much as possible: bearing in mind that research finding should be valid and reliable. The research method adapted for this study is descriptive survey design. It is a research design in which the entire population or a subset in selected. Survey is a method of sociological investigation that uses question based or statically survey to collect information about how people think and act. Saadudeen A.A (2015) described survey at studying specific characteristic, behaviour and attribute common to the element of study. 
3.2	Population of the study
Population of study for any research work has been variously defined by different scholars and their definitions pointed toward the same direction. Avwokeni (2015: 92) refers to populations of a research study as the set of all participants that qualify for a study. Akinade and Owolabi (2019) defined research population as the total set of observations from which a sample is drawn.
The population of this study are the students of Kwara state polytechnic totalling 40,000 according to MIS Kwara state polytechnic. The population include the following institute:
1. Institute of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
2. Institute of Applied Science (IAS)
3. Institute of General Studies (IGS)
4. Institute of Environmental Studies (IES)
5. Institute of Financial and Management Studies (IFMS)
6. Institute of Technology (IOT)
3.3	Sample Size/Sampling Techniques
	A multistage sampling technique is used to ensure a representative sample from the population. The stages include:
1. Stage 1
	The population is divided into strata based on institutes. This ensures that all institute are adequately represented.
1. Institute of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
2. Institute of Applied Science (IAS)
3. Institute of Environmental Studies (IES)
4. Institute of Financial and Management Studies (IFMS)
5. Institute of Technology (IOT)
The population of the institutes is as follows:
ICT   7000, IES6000, IFMS 10000, IAS 7000, and IOT 10000.
2. Stage 2: 
	At this stage 3 institutes would be randomly selected which include: 
ICT with 7000 population
IFMS with 10000 population 
 IOT with 10000 population
3. Stage 3: 
	The 3 selected institutes would further be treated considering the numbers of their departments, 2 departments would be randomly selected from each institutes.
The following are the selected departments:
	Departments 
	Population 
	Sample size
	Percentage 

	Mass com
	1800
	20
	21%

	Computer science
	1000
	11
	11%

	Accounting 
	2000
	23
	23%

	Public admin
	1700
	19
	19%

	Civil engineering 
	1000
	11
	11%

	Elect Elect
	1300
	15
	15%

	Total
	8800
	100
	100%


Sample Size
The sample size for this study is 100
According to Issa (2012) Sampling technique is selecting individual members or a subset of the population to make statistical inferences from them and estimate the characteristics of the whole population. The sample procedure to be use for the study is probability sampling techniques; the sampling method is to be use in other to conduct investigation is random sampling method of 100 respondents both the married, unmarried, among students of Kwara State Polytechnics.
One hundred (100) respondents are selected for the research through non-probability sampling technique, males and female respondents will be selected among student of Kwara State Polytechnic. A sample is a subject of any sub-group which is fair representation of the entire population interest.
3.5	Research Instrumentation 
The data collection instrument included the questionnaire. Farinde et al (2015) defines questionnaire as a series of carefully prepared questions aimed at collectively providing answers that constitute part of or the main data required in a statistical enquiry or research. It is thus, noted to be the most commonly used method of data generation from large sample. However, the questionnaire basically comprises close ended questions.
The questionnaire will divide into two sections.  Section A which deals with questions that are related to the socio-demographic profile of the respondents such like age, religion, marital status and academic level while section B requires the respondents to provide unbiased information on the role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youths, a case study of Kwara State Polytechnic Students.
However, the questionnaire consists of relevant items and questions drafted from the research objective and questions. It shall be distributed to the selected sample size, the question shall contain rating scales such as the nominal, ordinal (Likert scale) and interval etc.
3.6	Validity of research instrument
The instrument for gathering will be pre-tested using pilot study which was conducted in an attempt to avoid time and money been wasted. On getting the result no correction were made. Face validity was conducted and used to measure the validity of the research instrument that was adopted to gather data. The validity test will help to identify potential needs for modifications of some questions were necessary. 


3.7	Reliability of research instrument
Since the study is an empirical one, the data for this exercise will be obtained from information gathering mainly for questionnaire which will be self-administered among Kwara State Polytechnic students.  
3.8	Data Collection Process
The researcher personally visited the students of Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin to carry out the field work, the questionnaire will be used by the researcher to elicit relevant information from the students, the questionnaire will administered personally, so as to ensure maximum cooperation of the respondents and to ascertain complete return of the questionnaire distributed.
3.9	Method of data analysis 
In analysing the data collected by the means of questionnaire simple percentage table and cross tabulation will be used in this research work and conclusion of the findings will follow. This means of data analysis is employed by many researchers.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0	Introduction
	This research is based on role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youths. One hundred (100) questionnaires were use and administered to the respondents and all questions were filled with the means of Google form. The feedback from the respondents will be treated and analysed in different table.
4.1	Data Presentation
Table	1: Gender of respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	53
	53%

	Female
	47
	47%

	Total
	100
	100%


	Source: Research Survey 2025	
From the table above, it shows that 53(53%) of the respondents are male while 47(47%) of the respondents are female. Thus, there are more male respondents than female in this research work.
Table	2: Age of respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	18 – 25 years
	67
	67%

	26 – 35 years
	31
	31%

	36 years and above
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025
The table above shows that 67(67%) of the respondents are between the age of 18-25years, 31(31%) are between 26-35years and 2(2%) respondents are between 36years and above.
Table	3: Marital Status of respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Married
	20
	20%

	Single 
	79
	79%

	Divorced
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025
The table above shows that 20(20%) of the respondents are married, 79(79%) of the respondents are single and just 1(1%) of the respondents is divorced. Thus, single respondents are more than married and divorced respondents in this research work.
Table	4: Education Qualification of respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	ND/NCE
	-
	-

	HND/Bsc
	79
	79%

	Others
	21
	21%

	Total
	100
	100%


  Source: Research Survey 2025	
The table above shows that 79(79%) of the respondents are HND/B.s.c holder, and 21(21%) have other certificate. None of the respondents are ND/NCE holder.
Table	5: Occupation of respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Civil Servant
	5
	5%

	Trader
	1
	1%

	Student
	93
	93%

	Others
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025		
From the table above, it shows that 5(5%) of the respondents are civil servant, 1(1%) is trader, 93(93%) are students and 1(1%) of the respondents choose others.
Table 6: Religion of respondents? 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage%

	Muslim
	46
	46%

	Christian
	52
	52%

	Traditional
	1
	1%

	Others
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey 2025
In the table above, it shows that 46(46%) of the respondents are Muslim, 52(52%) are Christian, 1(1%) are traditional worshiper and another 1(1%) of the respondents choose others for his religion.
ANALAYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Table 7: Do you have access to media?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Yes
	99
	99%

	No
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey 2025
In the table above, it shows that 70(70) of the respondents have to media and 1(1%) of the respondents didn't have access to media. This shows that most of the respondents in this research study have access to media.
Table 8: If yes, how frequent do have access to media?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Very often
	21
	21%

	Often
	26
	26%

	Rarely
	40
	40%

	Not Often
	13
	13%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey 2025. 
This table above shows 21(21%) of the respondents have access to media very often, 26(26%) of the respondents access to media often, 40(40%) have access to media rarely and 13(13%) of the have access to media but not often.


Table 9: Have you heard mass media in the fight against religion discrimination?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Yes
	98
	98%

	No
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey 2025.
This table above shows the 98(98%) of the respondents heard mass media in the fight against religion discrimination while 2(2%) didn't heard mass media in the fight against discrimination.
Table 10: Have you seen or heard media content that promotes religious tolerance among youths?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Yes
	100
	100%

	No
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey 2025.
This table reveals that all of the respondents heard media content that promotes religious tolerance among youths.
Table 11: If yes, where did you see or hear about it?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Television
	-
	-

	Radio
	67
	67%

	Social media
	28
	28%

	Newspapers/Magazines
	-
	-

	Online websites
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
The table shows how that 67(67%) of the respondents heard media content that promotes religious tolerance among youths through radio, 28(28%) heard it through social media.


Table 12: What do you think was the main fight for?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Helping to reduce the menace
	68
	68%

	Encourage religious discrimination
	11
	11%

	Change habits of discrimination among Nigeria
	21
	21%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
The table shows that 20(20%) of the respondents claimed mass media fight against religious tolerance among youths helping to reduce the menace, 11(11%) said it is encourage religious discrimination and 21(21%) of the respondents said it is to change habits of discrimination among Nigeria.
Table 13: How clear was the fight against the discrimination?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Very unclear
	2
	2%

	Somewhat unclear
	2
	2%

	Neutral
	68
	68%

	Clear
	18
	18%

	Very clear
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
In the table above, it shows that 2(2%) of the respondents claimed that mass media role in fight against religion discrimination is very unclear, another 2(2%) respondents said it the fight is somewhat unclear, 68(68%) of the respondents are neutral about the statement, 18(18%) said the fight against religion discrimination is clear and 10(10%) of the respondents said the fight is very clear.
Table 14: Does the fight against religious discrimination influence your attitude toward religion discrimination?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Yes
	15
	15%

	No
	85
	85%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
From the table above, its shows that 15(15%) of the respondents agreed that the fight against religious discrimination influence their attitude toward religion discrimination while 85(85%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement.
Table 15: Do you believe that mass media has a responsibility to address religious discrimination?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Strongly agree
	12
	12%

	Agree
	52
	52%

	Neutral
	34
	34%

	Disagree
	1
	1%

	Strongly Disagree
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
The table above shows that 12(12%) of the respondents strongly agreed that mass media has a responsibility to address religious discrimination, 52(52%) of the respondents also agreed, 34(345) stayed neutral, 1(1%) disagreed and another 1(1%) strongly disagreed.
Table 16: What type of mass media do you think is most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth?
	Responses
	No of responses
	Percentage%

	Television
	5
	5%

	Radio
	22
	22%

	Newspapers/Magazines
	2
	2%

	Social media
	64
	64%

	Online New Websites
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey 2025.
From the table above, it shows that 5(5%) of the respondents think television is the most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth, 22(22%) said radio, 2(2%) agreed with Newspaper/Magazine, 64(64%) agreed with social media and 7(7%) of the respondents said online news websites is most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth.
4.2	Discussions of the Findings
The role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youths  cannot be over emphasized or estimated. Thus, Religious discrimination among in Nigeria youth could be categorized as intra-religious and inter-religious. The inter-religious conflict in Nigeria is usually between the two major religions in the country, which are: Christianity and Islam. Because of the nation’s configuration, however, the strand of religion is often intertwined with ethnicity.
Findings shows that there is a sharp deviation from the core values of religion, occasioned by the alarming nature of religious crisis in Nigeria, leading to destruction of lives and properties. Rather than entrench peace, unity and stability, religion has somewhat threatened the whole essence of Nigeria’s nationhood. The hostility towards other religions as well as the inability of religious believers to strike a balance between the theories and the practical aspects regarding beliefs on topics such as diversity of opinions of doctrine, the acculturation process, and indoctrination 
The resultant effects of religious conflicts in Nigeria are enormous. It pervades all the sectors of the economy. Generally, conflicts breed insecurity, discrimination, mutual distrust and slow economic and educational development. This is the case in Nigeria where in addition to the gratuitous killings and maiming of thousands of persons, properties worth billions of naira have been destroyed. Certainly, these huge losses have deprived the nation of needed manpower and services for the growth of its wobbling economy.
Religious conflicts in Nigeria have also left its effect on investment options in the crises ridden areas. The political instability, arising from the insecurity and uncertainty that pervades the region, does not inspire the confidence of foreign investors and thereby deprives the nation of the economic gains.
Survey indicated that 2(2%) of the respondents claimed that mass media role in fight against religion discrimination is very unclear, another 2(2%) respondents said it the fight is somewhat unclear, 68(68%) of the respondents are neutral about the statement, 18(18%) said the fight against religion discrimination is clear and 10(10%) of the respondents said the fight is very clear while 12(12%) of the respondents strongly agreed that mass media has a responsibility to address religious discrimination, 52(52%) of the respondents also agreed, 34(345) stayed neutral, 1(1%) disagreed and another 1(1%) strongly disagreed.
Fielsd survey shows that 5(5%) of the respondents think television is the most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth, 22(22%) said radio, 2(2%) agreed with Newspaper/Magazine, 64(64%) agreed with social media and 7(7%) of the respondents said online news websites is most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth and 15(15%) of the respondents agreed that the fight against religious discrimination influence their attitude toward religion discrimination while 85(85%) of the respondents disagreed with the statement.




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary
	This research work is based role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youths and the whole work is divided into five chapters. Chapter one of this work draft out the background of the study, statement of the problem, research objectives, research questions, scope of the study, significance of the study and definition of key words used in the research study.
Chapter two of this research work based on literature review on another author, conceptual framework on news media and youth participation in politics, theoretical framework that tend to brings out the theory in phenomenon and review of related studies.
Chapter three state the method of data collection instrumentation, it also state on the research design and method of data collection and procedure, the descriptive method population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques this all show to collate the questionnaire. These were used to gather the use of new media in promoting youth participation in politics.
Chapter four contains the data collection method (google form questionnaire) how the questionnaire was collected and arrange, it shows the option of the people about the topic, the rate and the question set was agree, disagree, neutral, strongly agree and strongly disagree; in which the questions are in two sections, section A and B. in this chapter, it also state the analysis and interpretation of the research questions and discussion of the finding in the summary of the whole study, and chapter five conclude on the summary of the project, conclusion and recommendations for further researchers. 
5.2	Conclusion
Religious discrimination among Nigerian youths is a pressing issue with far-reaching consequences for social cohesion and national stability. This paper explores the pivotal role that mass media can play in addressing this challenge. Through various platforms such as television, radio, print media, and digital platforms, mass media has the potential to shape perceptions, promote understanding, and foster tolerance among diverse religious groups. Leveraging its wide reach and influence, the mass media can combat stereotypes, debunk myths, and facilitate interfaith dialogue, ultimately contributing to a more harmonious and inclusive society.
The mass media holds immense power to shape attitudes and perceptions, making it a potent tool in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigerian youths. By promoting accurate information, fostering dialogue, and amplifying voices advocating for tolerance and mutual respect, the media can help mitigate the divisive effects of religious discrimination.
However, effective media interventions require collaboration among stakeholders, including media professionals, religious leaders, policymakers, and civil society organizations. Moreover, ethical reporting practices and sensitivity to cultural and religious nuances are essential to ensure that media messages contribute positively to social cohesion.
5.3	Recommendations
Research highlighted the following recommendations.
· Mass media should actively facilitate dialogue among religious communities, providing platforms for constructive engagement and mutual understanding.
· Media outlets should combat misinformation and stereotypes by providing accurate and balanced coverage of religious issues, debunking myths, and promoting factual reporting.
· Journalists and media practitioners should receive training on religious diversity, cultural sensitivity, and ethical reporting standards to ensure responsible coverage of religious issues.
· Media organizations should engage with local communities to understand their specific concerns and perspectives, tailoring content to address relevant issues and promote inclusivity.
· Collaboration between media outlets and religious leaders can amplify messages of peace, tolerance, and coexistence, reaching audiences through trusted channels.
· Exploit the reach of digital media platforms to disseminate positive narratives, educational content, and messages promoting religious tolerance among Nigerian youths.
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APPENDIX
Department of Mass Communication
Institute of Information and
Communication Technology
Kwara State Polytechnic,
Ilorin.
Dear respondent,
	I’m an HND II student of the above-named Institution and Department presently carrying out a research work with the topic “The role of mass media in the fight against religious discrimination among Nigeria youths (A case study of Kwara State Polytechnic)”. You have been selected as one of the respondents for this research work. Kindly assist in answering the following questions objectively as your responses will be treated with absolute anonymity because it is for academic purpose only. Thanks.
Instruction: please tick () the answer you consider appropriate the questionnaire is divided in two parts
SECTION A: Bio Data Of Respondents
1. Gender: (a) Male (  ) (b) Female (  )
2. Age: (a) 18- 25 ( ) (b) 26-35 (  ) (c) 36 and above (  )
3. Marital Status: (a) Married ( ) (b) Single (  ) (c) Divorced (  )
4. Qualification: (a) SSCE (  ) ND/NCE (  ) HND/BSC (  ) Others (  )
5. Occupation: (a) Civil servant ( ) (b) Traders ( ) (c) Student (  ) (d) Others (  )
6. Religion: (a) Muslim ( ) (b) Christian ( ) (c) Traditional (  ) (d) Others (  )
SECTION B: Research Questions
7. Do you have access to media? (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
8. If yes, how frequent do have access to media? (a) Very often (  ) (b) Often (  ) (c) Rarely (  ) (d) Not often (  ) 
9. Have you heard mass media in the fight against religion discrimination? (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
10. Have you seen or heard media content that promotes religious tolerance among youths? (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
11. If yes, where did you see or hear about it? (a) Television (  ) (b) Radio (  ) (c) Social media (  ) (d) Newspapers/Magazines (  ) (e) Online websites (  )
12. What do you think was the main fight for? (a) Helping to reduce the menace (  ) (a) Encourage religious discrimination (  ) (c) (d) Change habits of discrimination among Nigeria youth (  )
13. How clear was the fight against the discrimination? (a) Very unclear (  ) (b)  Somewhat unclear (  ) (c) Neutral (  ) (d) Clear (  ) (e) Very clear (  )
14. Does the fight against religious discrimination influence your attitude toward religion discrimination? (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
15. Do you believe that mass media has a responsibility to address religious discrimination? (a) Strongly agree (  ) (b) Agree (  ) (c) Neutral (  ) (d) Disagree (  ) (e) Strongly disagree (  )
16. What type of mass media do you think is most effective in combating religious discrimination among Nigerian youth? (a) Television (  ) (b) Radio (  ) (c) Newspapers/Magazines (  ) (d) Social Media (  ) (e) Online News Websites (  )
