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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
     Technology has been the success story of our century and has opened doors for beneficial inventions. Technology has countries interconnected and the world has
now become a global village (Ojo 2019) he information of most people and the economy of most countries in the world have become easily accessible with the help of electronic devices through the Internet and social media engagements and it is available to anyone who inquires, including criminals and eavesdroppers (Vladimir 2015). 
Social media is a computer technology that facilitates the sharing of ideas thoughts, information idea interests and other forms of expressions via virtual communities, networks and platforms.
      Social media connotes a web-based consumer friendly software platform interactively and responsively even to build or distribute content on some of the social media platforms that include: blogs like type pad, WordPress, image and video sharing applications such as Instagram, YouTube, Flickr, microblogs such as twitter and Tumblr, social sites such as Facebook, Myspace, WhatsApp, LinkedIn etc.
  Social media's strength lies in its ability to create highly productive channels to connect and interact with people freely anywhere, wherever, in real-time and worldwide (Rana, 2017).
According to (Simona, 2020) As of January 2020, Nigeria registered approximately 27 million polythecnic students active on social media users, WhatsApp was the most popular platform used in the country.
 Nonetheless, the number of registered internet users in Nigeria decreased in more than 10 million from 2019 to 2020, the platform was mentioned by 94% of Internet users aged 16-64 years.
       Facebook and YouTube followed, being used respectively by 87% & 76% or the individuals with access to the Internet (Statista 2020). Just as social media has brought for several benefits in aspects of business, interaction, education, entertainment etc., 
it has equally posed social and security risks the impact the society, national and international security negatively.
   Frequently, personal information is shared when creating profiles on social media platforms thereby making it easy for online crimes to take place.
 Threat attacks including hacking, stealing of names, phishing Scams, viruses are now common online because users share names, date of birth, school names, Family information and other information on websites of social media (Ayodele 2019). As the activities online rise, there are worries about the ways the personal information shared by the users may be collected and analyzed (Hinduja and Patchin 2019).
All of these threats see to the introduction of the general action which is Cybercrime and Cybercrime is generally known as the extortion or blackmail of organizations and individuals on social media or Internet websites or the forceful hacking of their personal emails to obtain personal information for fraudulent acts. 
Cybercriminals aim to use a computing device to access personal data of a user, confidential business information or government information for illegal means (Tariq 2019).
 Cybercrimes in Nigeria are of different categories ranging from; hacking, cyber-stalking, Internet frauds, online scams, ATM or credit card fraud, software piracy,phishing,virus,dissemination,cyber-defamation. 
In Nigeria, among polytechnic students cybercriminals are referred as "yahoo boys". 
They usually take advantage of the open e-commerce and social media scheme to defraud unsuspecting people on sites (who are mainly foreigners or immigrants) of thousands and sometimes millions of
dollars.
All of these cybercrimes among polytechnic students make use of the social media scheme to defraud people and this is because of the anonymity of the users on social media.
    To give an idea of the numbers of users that consume these social media platforms, here are some: Facebook - 2.45 billion monthly active users (03, 2019) Twitter - 300 million monthly active users (Statista, 2019) Instagram - 1 billion monthly active users (about. Instagram, 2021)
Popular usage and consumption of these social media platforms is a problem because it gives fraudsters an access to millions and more active user profiles that may not know gives fraudsters an access to millions and More active user profiles that may not know if they are real or fake, this simply proves that social media is like honey to a bee where cybercrime is concerned, fraudsters see social media users as a captive and trusting audience, that they could manipulate and lure into performing the acts that they would normally be vigilant about. 
 Social media has sufficiently built a platform, not just for sharing thoughts and funny pictures, but as a playground for cybercrime.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 
     The increasing incidents of cybercrime within the academic realm of Kwara State Polytechnic prompt a critical examination of the factors contributing to this concerning trend. 
Cybercrime poses a significant threat to the integrity and security of the educational environment, impacting students' well-being, academic pursuits, and the overall reputation of the institution.
Several challenges emerge as key elements in understanding the gravity of the situation. First and foremost is the vulnerability of students in the face of evolving cyber threats. The rapid expansion of social media usage among students, as noted by Wang et al. (2017), creates an environment where personal information is readily accessible, potentially making students easy targets for cybercriminal activities. The intertwining of personal and academic information on these platforms amplifies the risks, necessitating a closer examination of the specific vulnerabilities faced by Polytechnic students.
Furthermore, the lack of comprehensive cybersecurity awareness and education among students may contribute to their susceptibility to cyber threats. Research by Awad and Alsaqer (2020) emphasizes the importance of cybersecurity education in mitigating the risks associated with social media usage. In the absence of proactive measures, students may unknowingly engage in behaviors that expose them to phishing, identity theft, and other cybercrimes.
The nature of the academic community, marked by a diverse range of digital interactions, also amplifies the challenges associated with cybercrime. Collaborative projects, online forums, and virtual classrooms create a digital ecosystem where cyber threats can easily proliferate. As highlighted by Ransbotham et al. (2017), the interconnectedness of academic networks provides cybercriminals with multiple entry points, demanding a strategic approach to safeguarding the digital landscape of Kwara State Polytechnic.
In light of these challenges, this study seeks to unravel the intricate web of factors contributing to the spread of cybercrime among Kwara State Polytechnic students.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The primary objective of this study is the Impact of social media on the spread of cyber crime among kwara state Polytechnic students.
	1.	This study seeks to explore the correlation between social media usage patterns and the occurrence of cybercrime among Kwara state polytechnic students.
	2.	The research aims to delve into the specific challenges and vulnerabilities that make students susceptible to cyber threats facilitated by social media.
	3.	This study intends to identify and categorize the prevalent types of cybercrimes affecting Kwara state polytechnic students.
    4.  To examine how social media platforms contribute to the spread of cybercrime among students.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
	1.	How does social media usage correlate with the occurrence of cybercrime among Kwara state polytechnic students.
	2.	What are the specific challenges and vulnerabilities that make students susceptible to cyber threats?
	3.	Are there identifiable patterns or types of cybercrimes that are more prevalent among Kwara State Polytechnic students? 
    4. In what ways do social media platforms facilitate the spread of cybercrime among students?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
   This study will increase the wealth of knowledge on cybercrime activity in among polytechn Students specifically would create new knowledge on the relationship between social media and cybercrime
   In addition the study would also be highly beneficial as it would enlighten undergraduate students and the general public on the negative results from participating in this crime, and the results from the research would give a general answer to social media users on their different perspectives about social media and its influence on people. 
 The study will also inform them on the appropriate authorities to file complaints to if they have been victims of any sort of cyber fraud or scam.

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
    The focus of this study is to examine the impact of social media on the spread of cyber crimes among polytechnic students Kwara state polytechnic student precisely.
The scope of this study is deliberately delimited to Kwara State Polytechnic, providing a focused exploration of the intricate relationship between social media usage and cybercrime within the confines of this specific academic environment.
The choice of kwara state polytechnic is because the practice is still very rampant despite the invoke of several law enforcement agencies by the Kwara State Government against the practice..
To have a strong fact without generalizing, data will be gathered from kwara state polytechnic students.
The period of this study is for six (6) month, which is from November 2024 to April 2025.
1.7  DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
To ensure clarity and precision in the context of this study, key terms are operationally defined as follows:
  1.  Impact: 
 Is the effect or influence that something has on someone or something else; a change or consequence resulting from an action, event, or situation.
	2.	Social Media:
For the purposes of this study social media refers to online platforms and applications that enable users to create, share, and exchange content in virtual communities. This includes but is not limited to platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn.
	3.	Cybercrime:
Cybercrime is defined as criminal activities carried out using digital technologies, networks, or devices. In the context of this study, cybercrime includes a range of activities such as hacking, phishing, identity theft, and other malicious actions conducted through online channels.
   4.  Spread: 
The act of extending, dispersing, or propagating something, such as information, ideas, diseases, or objects, over a wider area or to more people."
    5. Students:
 A person who is enrolled in or attends an educational institution, such as a school, college, or university, for the purpose of learning, acquiring knowledge, and developing skills.
CHAPTER TWO
                         LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.0 INTRODUCTION
This chapter is a review of related study on the topic audience perception of the use of social media as platform for combating climate change in Ilorin east local government the chapter is organize under the following headings
2.1 Social Media:
Social media refers to any form of online communication that allows users to create, share, and interact with content. This includes traditional social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, as well as newer platforms like TikTok and Discord. There are also niche social media platforms that cater to specific interests, such as Goodreads for book lovers and Letterboxd for movie lovers. Social media can take many forms, including text, images, videos, and audio. The defining characteristic of social media is that it is interactive and allows users to create and share content with others.
Social media has become a significant part of our daily lives, and it has had both positive and negative effects on society. On the positive side, social media has made it easier for people to connect with others and share information. It has also been used for activism and political organizing. On the negative side, social media has been linked to mental health problems like anxiety and depression. It has also been used to spread misinformation and conspiracy theories.
Sherry Turkle argues that social media is eroding our ability to form meaningful relationships. She believes that social media is creating a "culture of distraction" in which we are constantly interrupted and pulled away from the people we are with. She argues that this is leading to a decline in empathy and an increase in loneliness and suggest that social media is leading to an increase in mental health problems and a decline in face-to-face interactions.
In Addition Jaron Lanier argues that social media platforms are designed to be addictive and that they are changing the way we think and behave. He also argues that social media is promoting a "post-truth" world in which facts and objective reality are less important than personal beliefs and biases.
2.1.1 Uses of Social Media 
There are many uses of social media including:
Communication. Social media enables people to connect with others and communicate in real time, people uses media to connect with friends and family as well as to network and build relationships.
The ability to communicate instantly has made social media as essential part of modern life for many people.
Connection. People Use Social Media to build relationships  and find Common interest.Social Media allows people to find out connect with ather who Share similar interest and values.
The Can lead to the formation of Communities and friendship. Social Media also be a platform for advocacy, where people come together to support causes they believe in. The ability o connect with others has many benefits, but it can also lead to a sense of isolation and loneliness.
Entertainment. Social media provides a platform for people to share and consume entertainment contents. Enter is a huge part of social media. People use it to watch videos, read articles, and play games. It’s also a great way to discover new content and keep up with the latest trends. Entertainment can be a valuable way to relax and escape from everyday life.
Collaboration- Social media can be used to work together on projects and achieve common goals. It’s also used for business and marketing purposes.


2.1.2. Types of social media 
 The Main types of social media are social networking sites, Microblogging sites, photo sharing sites and video- sharing sites.
Social networking sites are places where people connect with others, share information and build relationships. Microblogging sites are a types of social media that allows users to post short updates, called “microblogs”, that’ can be viewed by other’s users.
Photo sharing sites are websites where users can upload and share videos.
In terms of popularity, social networking sites are the most popular type of social media. The top sites in this category are Facebook, instagram, X, and LinkedIn.
This sites allow users to connect with friends and family, share updates and join groups based on shared interests.
Microblogging sites like Tumblr and Pinterest are also popular as are photo sharing sites like Snapchat and Flickr.
Video-sharing sites like YouTube and Video also have a large user base.
2.1.3 Merits and Demerits of social media.
Social media has both merits and demerits.
On the positive side, Social Media can help people connect with others and share information, and build communities.
It can also be a source of entertainment, education and inspiration. It help people stay informed about current events and issues. It can be a valuable source of information and knowledge as well as a way to find inspiration and motivation.
On the negative side . Social media can serve has online harassment and bullying. It can be provide as a platform for cyber bullying and other forms of online abuse. This can have serious consequences for victims, including mental health problems, social isolation and even suicide. In some cases, online harassment has even led to real-world violence.
Social media can be addictive and can lead to FOMO (Fear of missing out). It can also spread miss-information and create a false sense of reality. Some people argues that social media is contributing to the decline of real-life relationships and lack of face to face communication.
2.2 Cyber Crime
Cyber Crime is a criminal activities carried out using digital technologies, networks or devices.
In the context of this study, cyber crime include a range of activities such as hacking, phishing identity theft, and other malicious actions conducted through online channels.
  Grabosky and Smith (1999) expansive view of illegalities in the digital age, acknowledging that cyber crime is not a singular phenomenon but a spectrum of activities encompassing hacking, phishing, identity theft and other malicious actions.
2.3 The causes of Cyber crime:
  There are a variety of factors that can contribute to cybercrime, including economic, social, and technological factors. On the economic side, one of the main drivers of cybercrime is the growing demand for personal information and data. This data can be used for a variety of purposes, such as identity theft or to commit financial fraud. On the social side, cybercrime can be driven by factors such as social norms, peer pressure, and the influence of popular culture. And on the technological side, the proliferation of new technologies, such as the internet and mobile devices, has made it easier for criminals to commit crimes online.
 Kshetri (2017) identifies several factors that contribute to cybercrime, including the high rate of  technological change, the increasing dependency on computers, and the growing gap between digital haves and have-nots. He argues that these factors create opportunities for cybercriminals to exploit weaknesses in computer systems and networks. Felson and Clarke (1998) suggest that factors such as the availability of targets, the motivation of offenders, and the lack of effective security measures can all contribute to cybercrime. 
  Furthermore, Hutchins (2009) argues that there are three main factors that facilitate cybercrime: anonymity, distance, and a lack of physical contact. Anonymity allows cybercriminals to commit crimes without being identified or caught, while distance and a lack of physical contact make it difficult for victims to pursue justice.

2.4 The role of Social Media on the spread of cyber crime:
   Social media has had a significant impact on the spread of cybercrime. Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have made it easier for criminals to connect with victims and to spread malware and other types of malicious content. Social media also provides a platform for fraudsters to post fake offers and scams, and for cyberbullies to target their victims. 
In addition, social media can be used to spread disinformation and propaganda, which can have serious consequences. Finally, social media can also be used to recruit individuals into cybercrime networks.
   Social media has impacted cybercrime is by creating new opportunities for cybercriminals. For example, social media has led to the rise of cybercrime-as-a-service, where criminals offer their services to other criminals on the dark web. Social media has also made it easier for cybercriminals to coordinate their activities, for example, by using online chatrooms to plan attacks. In addition, social media has made it easier for cybercriminals to create false identities, which they can use to commit fraud or other crimes.
Lewis (2017) and Coyne (2018), have argued that social media has had a significant impact on the spread of cybercrime. They argue that social media has made it easier for criminals to access information, to spread malware, and to coordinate their activities. They also argue that social media has led to a culture of oversharing, where people share more and more information online, which can make them more vulnerable to cybercrime.
 In addition, they argue that social media has created a false sense of security, where people feel safe sharing information online, even when they shouldn't. Coyne (2018) argues that social media has changed the way that people think about crime, shifting the focus from physical crime to virtual crime. He argues that this shift has made it easier for criminals to commit crimes without being caught, and has led to a decrease in trust in the online world. Lewis (2017) argues that social media has also led to a decrease in privacy, as people share more and more information online. He argues that this has made it easier for criminals to access information and to use it for malicious purposes.

2.2 THEORETICAL FRAME WORK
The theoretical framework of this study draws from key theories that offer insights into the dynamic interplay between social media usage and cyber threats among Kwara State Polytechnic students. Two central theoretical perspectives, the Uses and Gratifications Theory and Social Learning Theory, are leveraged to illuminate the motivations and behaviors that shape students’ engagement with social media and their vulnerability to cyber threats.
 
2.2.1 Uses and Gratifications Theory:
The Uses and Gratifications Theory developed by (Katz, Blumler, & Gurevitch, 1973) posits that individuals actively choose media to fulfill specific needs. In the context of this study, the theory provides a lens through which to understand the gratifications sought by Polytechnic students in their social media engagement. By exploring motivations such as information sharing, social connection, and entertainment, the study aims to uncover how these gratifications may expose students to cyber threats.
Uses and gratification theory is a communication theory that examines how individuals actively seek out media to satisfy specific needs and desires. This theory suggests that people use media for various purposes, such as entertainment, information, personal identity, and social interaction. The key premise is that audience members are not passive consumers; instead, they actively choose media based on their needs and expectations.
In relation to the impact of social media on the spread of cyber crime among polytechnic students, uses and gratification theory can help explain why students might engage with certain content or behaviors online:
1. Information Seeking: Students may use social media to gather information about hacking techniques, scams, or other cyber criminal activities, fulfilling their curiosity or desire for knowledge.
2. Social Interaction: Social media platforms can provide a space for students to connect with others who share similar interests, including those interested in cyber crime. This interaction can lead to the sharing of tips, tricks, and even encouragement to engage in illegal activities.
3. Entertainment: Some students might be drawn to sensationalized stories of cyber crime, viewing them as entertaining or thrilling. This can normalize such behaviors and make them seem more acceptable.
4. Identity Formation: Engaging in cyber crime can be seen as a way for some students to express their identity or gain status within certain online communities. Social media can amplify this by providing a platform for showcasing their skills or achievements.
Uses and gratification theory highlights the active role that polytechnic students play in their media consumption and how their motivations can influence their engagement with cyber crime through social media. Understanding these dynamics can help in developing strategies to counteract the spread of cyber crime among this demographic.
2.2.2 Social Learning Theory:
Social learning theory, developed by (Albert Bandura 1977), posits that people learn behaviors through observation, imitation, and modeling. According to this theory, individuals can acquire new behaviors by watching others, especially if those behaviors appear to be rewarded or go unpunished. The key components of social learning theory include attention, retention, reproduction, and motivation.
In relation to the impact of social media on the spread of cyber crime among polytechnic students, social learning theory can help explain how students might engage in cyber criminal activities. For instance:
Students may observe peers engaging in cyber crime, such as hacking or online scams, and see it as a viable option, especially if they perceive those individuals as being rewarded (e.g., gaining money or social status).  If students see their friends or influencers on social media sharing stories of successful cyber crime without facing consequences, they may be more likely to imitate those behaviors. The online environment often provides a platform for sharing and celebrating risky behaviors. Positive reinforcement from peers can encourage students to participate in similar activities. As cyber crime becomes more visible and seemingly accepted within certain social circles, it can lead to a normalization of such behaviors, making them more appealing to students who might otherwise refrain from engaging in illegal activities.
By employing the Social Learning Theory, the study delves into the social dynamics that contribute to the transmission of behaviors related to online activities and cybersecurity. This theoretical lens enables an exploration of the role of peer influence, online communities, and observational learning in influencing students’ digital behaviors and their susceptibility to cyber threats.
These theoretical frameworks provide a comprehensive foundation for understanding the motivations, behaviors, and social dynamics that underlie the relationship between social media usage and cyber threats among Kwara State Polytechnic students. By integrating these theoretical perspectives, the study aims to uncover the intricate mechanisms through which social media engagement may contribute to the prevalence of cybercrime within the academic community.
Social learning theory highlights the role of social media as a powerful influence on behavior, particularly in the context of cyber crime among polytechnic students. It underscores the importance of promoting positive role models and responsible online behavior to mitigate the risks associated with cyber crime.
2.3  REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
The empirical review section of this literature review critically examines existing studies that have empirically investigated the intricate relationship between social media usage and cybercrime, with a specific focus on academic settings. By synthesizing insights from relevant research, this section aims to build a foundation for the current study, incorporating methodological considerations, findings, and limitations from previous scholarly works.
Wang et al.’s (2017) investigation into regrets on Facebook contributes valuable insights into the emotional and psychological aspects of social media engagement. The study delves into the repercussions of sharing content on Facebook, shedding light on users’ regretful experiences. This empirical exploration provides a nuanced perspective on the potential negative consequences of social media interactions, offering a lens through which to understand the emotional impact of cyber interactions.
Moreover, Wang et al.’s research highlights the importance of considering user emotions and perceptions in the context of social media usage. By incorporating such insights, the current study can benefit from a more holistic understanding of the consequences of cyber threats, extending beyond the quantitative aspects to capture the subjective experiences of Polytechnic students.
Livingstone and Smith’s (2014) annual research review presents a comprehensive examination of harms experienced by child users of online and mobile technologies. Although the focus is broader than the academic setting, the study provides valuable insights into the nature, prevalence, and management of various risks in the digital age. The empirical evidence synthesized in this review encompasses a wide spectrum of online risks, including sexual and aggressive behaviors, contributing to a comprehensive understanding of the digital challenges faced by young users.
While the specific context of Kwara State Polytechnic may differ, the foundational insights derived from Livingstone and Smith’s work can inform the current study’s exploration of cyber threats within the academic environment. Recognizing the diversity of risks and their implications for different age groups, this empirical review sets the stage for a nuanced examination of cyber threats faced by Polytechnic students.
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0	INTRODUCTION
In according to Kothari (2004) defines that the research is an original contribution to the existing store of knowledge making for its development. The systematic approach concerning generalization and formulation of a theory is also a research..
An important factor that determines the research method to be used in any work is the nature of the problem under study.
In the research work research decided to used the structure survey (Questionnaire Method). The adopted survey method is aimed at seeking and retrieving factual information from respondents.
In view of the important nature of this topic, the need to arrive at objective and accurate analysis and interpretation of data without bias.
The researcher will design and administer questionnaire to choosing definite population.
3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN 
  According to Green and Tull (2004): A research design is the specification of methods and procedures for acquiring the information needed. It is the overall operational pattern or framework of the project that stipulates which sources by what procedures.
 The research design is the overall strategy that guides how a researcher study is conducted. It outlines the method and procedures that will be used to collect and analyze data.
  It also includes the rationale for why these method and procedures were chosen and how they are expected to address the research questions. In other words, the research design provides the “blueprint” for the study, ensuring that it is conducted in a rigorous and methodical way.
3.2 POPULATION OF THE STUDY
The population of this research works consists of students of Kwara State polytechnic.
100 Questionnaires would be administered within the school premises with necessary information.
  According to Wimmer and Dominick (2006) population is a group or class of subjects, variables,concepts or phenomenon in a given study.
This implies that every element,subject, object among others is capable of providing useful and relevant data In explaining a certain phenomenon of a given study.
Population is a list of collection of subject,objects,concepts or variables in a defined environment. Based on the research carried out the population study of the students of kwara state polytechnic ilorin kwara state Nigeria which was estimated to 21,600 according to google.
 The population of the study comprises of the students of kwara state polytechnic which includes 6 institutions and 10 departments:
Institute of Applied Science (IAS), Institute of information communication and technology (IICT), Institute of financial management studies (IFMS), Institute of environmental studies (IES), Institute of Technology (IOT), Institute of General Studies (IGS). 
And also includes l0 departments: Accountancy, Agricultural Engineering/Technology, Agricultural, Architectural Technology, Banking and Finance, Building Technology, Business Administration and Management, Civil Engineering Technology, Computer Science, Estate Management, Hospitality Management, Mass-communication.
3.3 SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
Sample size is the collection of individual subjects, element that would help and guide a researcher in the case of the study and the portion is known as sample.
 The sample size used in this research works was 100 students out of the large population of the students..
 Random Sampling technique will be used to sample the target population as an element selected. 
The researcher assigns a number to each element in the list and then uses a table of random numbers which is normally constructed in a way that each entry has an equal probability of being selected.
For the purpose of the population targeted the research sample will be limited to a manageable size of one hundred  (100).
 Sample technique is a scientific process of selecting representatives as a study population. This is the specification of how elements is draw from a population and how important it is for a researcher to handle his/her sample or population for the given study.  In selecting and giving out the data instruments for this study.
   Random sampling technique will be the guide and also the purposive sampling technique whereby a researcher can make pre-determined judgements or decisions that influences the choice of a sample and sample size used in a study.

3.4 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
 The research instrument are different tools or devices use in collecting and gathering data. 
It is necessary for a researcher to state clearly the research instrument(s) that will be use in his/her study .
 The research instrument use in the study was questionnaire.  A Questionnaire is a list of questions to be answer by a respond to get their opinion about a subject.
A total number of twenty (20) items, which will be used to elicit information from respondents. The questionnaire will be divided in two sections A and B.
Section A contained demographic information about the respondents, which put out on their gender,age and qualifications.
 Section B is use to collect data to elicit response to research questions about the research.

3.5 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF INSTRUMENT
The Measuring instrument that will be employed is the questionnaire method and this method is use for the study in other to the throughly scrutinize by the suspenser for clarity, precision and comprehension sake. 
Questionnaire as the study research instruments, variables or data can measure what they are design to measure by a researcher. This explain what is been said above, it explains the exterior which a concept or measurement actually carry out.

3.6 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
A method is a way of doing or process of achieving something in accordance with roles, guidelines, instruction or principles derive from research and practice.
Data was collected using the questionnaire which the researcher has administer face to face to the respondents.

3.7 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
  In analyzing the data collect through questionnaire, simple percentage table and cross tabulation will be use in the course of this research and conclusion of the findings will follow.
This is one of the most adopt means of data analysis employed by many researchers.
Simple tables, frequency and percentages will be adopt in the presentation and analysis of the data generate for the study.
CHAPTER FOUR
4.0 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 
Data analysis is the most crucial part of process used researcher for reducing data to story and interpreting it to derive insight. In this chapter data are organized into tables so that statically and logical conclusion can be gotten frills the collected data merit will be discussed. in this research work, the sample percentage tabular presentation in presenting the primary data generated from the field. doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity and vetted comprehension. the researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers identified problem and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.
4.1 DATA PRESENTATION
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various formats to usually represent the relationship between two or more data sets so that an informed decision can be made based on them. it also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graph and chart. However, the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaire items and response in the (20) twenty questionnaire developed from the from the two framed research question, the researcher aimed at using them to provide an answer to his topic.
A total one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were produced and distributed to the researcher sample populace, all presentations are done in sample percentage tabular mode while simple descriptive analysis technique was used to describe what items were contained in the tables.    

SECTION A: Analysis of Bio data respondent
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Response 
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Male 
	57
	57.%

	Female 
	43
	43%

	Total 
	                100
	                 100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 1 above shows that 57 respondents representing (57%) are males while 43 respondents representing (43%) are female.

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Response 
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	16-20
	11
	11%

	21-25
	70
	70%

	26-30
	19
	19%

	31and above
	0
	0

	Total 
	                 100
	             100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 2 above shows the distribution of the respondents by age. It states that 11 respondents representing (11%) are within age range of 16-20, 70 respondents representing (70%) are within age range of  21-25, 19 respondents representing (19%) are within age range of  26-30years. 

Table 3: Respondents’ Religion
	Response
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Islam
	70
	70%

	Christianity
	29
	29%

	Traditional
	1
	 1%

	Total 
	               100
	             100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 3 above shows distribution of respondents by Religion 70 respondents representing (70%) are Islam and 29 repondents representing (29%) are Christian and 1 respondent representing (1%) are Traditonal.
Table 4: Marital status of the Respondents
	Response
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Single
	97
	97%

	Married
	3
	3%

	Total 
	                  100
	                  100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 4 above shows distribution of respondents by Marital status 97 respondents representing (97%) are Single while 3 respondents representing (3%) are Married, 
Table 5: Occupation of the Respondents 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Students
	89
	 89%

	Civil servants
	7
	7%

	Others
	4
	4%

	Total 
	               100
	  100



Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 5 above shows distribution of respondents by occupation 89 respondents representing (89%) are Students, 7 respondents representing (7%) are Civil servants while 4 respondents representing (4%) are Traders and Others.
Table 6: Educational Qualification.
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Olevel
	0
	0%

	ND/NCE
	29
	29%

	HND/Bsc
	67
	67%

	Post Degree
	4
	4%

	Total 
	100
	100


The above table show the distribution of respondents by educational qualification 29 respondents representing (29%) are ND/NCE holders, 67 respondents representing (67%) are HND/BSc holders while 4 respondents representing (4%) are post degree holders.
SECTION B: Question to respondent
Table 7: Do you think cybercrime is common among students?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Yes
	55
	55%

	No
	45 
	45%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 7 above shows that 55 respondents representing (55%) answer yes that Do you think cybercrime is common among students while  45 respondents representing 45% answer No.
Table 8: Are you aware of what cybercrime is?  
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Yes
	51
	51 %

	No
	49
	49%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 8 above shows that 51 respondents representing (51%) answer yes that Are you aware of what cybercrime is? while  49 respondents representing 49% answer No.
Table 9: Have you ever encountered cybercrime on social media?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Yes
	36
	36%

	No
	64
	64%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 9 above shows that 36 respondents representing (36%) answer yes that Have you ever encountered cybercrime on social media? while 64 respondents representing 64% answer No.
Table 10: Do you believe social media contributes to cybercrime? 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Yes
	71
	71%

	No
	29
	29%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 10 above shows that 71 respondents representing (71%) answer yes that Have you ever encountered cybercrime on social media? while 29 respondents representing 29% answer No.
Table 11: Social media helps in spreading cyber crime among polytechnic students?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	55
	55%

	Strongly Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	11
	11%

	Strongly disagree
	 9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 11 above shows that 55 respondents representing (55%) Agree that Social media helps in spreading cyber crime among polytechnic students, 13 respondents representing (13%)  Strongly agree 12 respondents representing (12%) of the respondents are Neutral while 11 respondents representing (11%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 12: Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	21
	21%

	Neutral
	13
	13%

	Disagree
	9
	9%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	 100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 12 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) Agree that Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime, 21 respondents representing (21%) Strongly agree, 13 respondents representing (13%) of the respondents are Neutral while 9 respondents representing (9%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 13: Technological advancements make it easier for cybercrime to occur?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	60
	60%

	Strongly agree
	17
	17%

	Neutral
	9
	9%

	Disagree
	6
	 6%

	Strongly disagree
	 8
	8%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 13 above shows that 60 respondents representing (60%) Agree that Technological advancements make it easier for cybercrime to occur, 17 respondents representing (17%) of the respondent Strongly agree, 9 respondents representing (9%) are Neutral while 6 respondents representing (6%) Disagree with the statement and 8 respondents representing (8%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 14: Certain types of cybercrime are more common among students at Kwara State Polytechnic? 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	49
	49%

	Strongly agree
	6
	6%

	Neutral
	22
	22%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Strongly disagree
	15
	15%

	Total 
	100
	-100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
 Table 14 above shows that 49 respondents representing (49%) Agree thatCertain types of cybercrime are more common among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 22 respondents representing (22%) are Neutral while 8 respondents representing (8%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 15 respondents representing (15%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 15:Social media platforms you use are transparent about the risks of cybercrime?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 45
	45%

	Strongly agree
	11
	 11%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagree
	20
	20%

	Strongly disagree
	 7
	7%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
 Table 15 above shows that 45 respondents representing (45%) Agree that Social media platforms you use are transparent about the risks of cybercrime. 11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 20 respondents representing (20%) Disagree with the statement and 7  respondents representing (7%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 16:  Students at Polytechnic are generally aware of the risks of cybercrime? 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	42
	42%

	Strongly agree
	17
	 17%

	Neutral
	 20
	 20%

	Disagree
	 13
	13%

	Strongly disagree
	8
	8%

	Total 
	 100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
  Table 16 above shows that 42 respondents representing (42%) Agree that Students at Polytechnic are generally aware of the risks of cybercrime.17 respondents representing (17%) Strongly agree, 20 respondents representing (20%) are Neutral while 13 respondents representing (13%) Disagree with the statement and 8 respondents representing (8%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 17: Social media platforms are doing enough to prevent cybercrime?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 32
	32%

	Strongly agree
	12
	12%

	Neutral
	23
	23%

	Disagree
	26
	26%

	Strongly disagree
	7
	7%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 17 above shows that 32 respondents representing (32%) Agree that Social media platforms are doing enough to prevent cybercrime. 12 respondents representing  (12%) Strongly agree, 23 respondents representing (23%) are Neutral while 26 respondents representing (26%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 7 respondents representing (7%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 18:  There are challenges that make it difficult to combat cybercrime?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	36
	36%

	Strongly agree
	16
	16%

	Neutral
	28
	28%

	Disagree
	10
	10%

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 18 above shows that 36 respondents representing (36%) Agree that There are challenges that make it difficult to combat cybercrime. 16 respondents representing (16%) Strongly agree, 28 respondents representing (28%) of the respondents are Neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) Disagree with statement and 10 respondents representing (10%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 19: There is a relationship between social media usage and the occurrence of cybercrime among students at Kwara State Polytechnic?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	6
	6%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagree
	18
	18%

	Strongly disagree
	 11
	11%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 19 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) of the respondents Agree that there is a relationship between social media usage and the occurrence of cybercrime among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 18 respondents representing (18%) Disagree with the statement and 11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 20: Cybercrime is becoming a bigger problem in today's society?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	30
	30%

	Strongly agree
	50
	50%

	Neutral
	6
	6%

	Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	                100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 20 above shows that 30 respondents representing (30%) Agree that Cybercrime is becoming a bigger problem in today's society. 50 respondents representing (50%) Strongly agree, 6 respondents representing (6%) are Neutral while 5 respondents representing (5%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 21: Lack of strong Cyber security systems is a major cause of cybercrime? 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	20
	20%

	Neutral
	 11
	11%

	Disagree
	12
	12%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 21 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) Agree that  Lack of strong cybersecurity systems is a major cause of cybercrime.20 respondents representing (20%) Strongly agree 11 respondents representing (11%) are Neutral while 12 respondents representing (12%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 22: Cyber crime is increasing in frequency?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	40
	40%

	Strongly agree
	35
	35%

	Neutral
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	6
	6%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 22 above shows that 40 respondents representing (40%) Agree that Cyber crime is increasing in frequency. 35 respondents representing (35%) Strongly agree, 12 respondents representing (12%) of are Neutral while 7 respondents representing (7%) Disagree with the statement and 6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 23: Social media platforms have adequate privacy settings to protect users from cybercrime?
	Response 
	No of frequency
	Percentage%

	Agree
	45
	58%

	Strongly agree
	5
	42%

	Neutral
	18
	18%

	Disagree
	19
	19%

	Strongly disagree
	13
	13%

	Total 
	 100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 23 shows that 45 respondents representing (45%) Agree that Social media platforms have adequate privacy settings to protect users from cybercrime. 5 respondents representing (5%) Stongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 19 respondents representing (19%) disagree with the statement and 13 respondents representing (13%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 24:Some people or groups are more vulnerable to cybercrime than others?
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 52
	52%

	Strongly agree
	 17
	17%

	Neutral
	18
	18%

	Disagree
	10
	19%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 24 shows that 52 respondents representing (52%) claimed that Some people or groups are more vulnerable to cybercrime than others, 17 respondents representing (17%) strongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) disagree with the statement and 3 respondents representing (3%) strongly disagree with the statement.
4.2 ANALYSIS OF THE FIELD PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTRUMENT
Research Question 1: 
How does social media usage correlate with the occurrence of cybercrime among polytechnic students?
Answers to Research Question One:
  Table 19 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) of the respondents Agree that there is a relationship between social media usage and the occurrence of cybercrime among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 18 respondents representing (18%) Disagree with the statement and 11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Research Question 2:
 What are the specific challenges and vulnerabilities that make students susceptible threat?
Answer to research question three:
   Table 24 shows that 52 respondents representing (52%) claimed that Some people or groups are more vulnerable to cybercrime than others, 17 respondents representing (17%) strongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) disagree with the statement and 3 respondents representing (3%) strongly disagree with the statement.
Research Question 3:
Certain types of cybercrime are more common among students at Kwara State Polytechnic? 
Answer to research question two:
  Table 14 above shows that 49 respondents representing (49%) Agree thatCertain types of cybercrime are more common among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 22 respondents representing (22%) are Neutral while 8 respondents representing (8%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 15 respondents representing (15%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
4.3 DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS
	The data collected, presented and analyzed a total of 100 copies questionnaire were distributed from the research, all the distributed copies were returned and be comply to.
	Data analyzed reviews that social media play an active role in spreading of cyber crime among polytechnic students. 
 In table 11, this shows that the distribution of respondent based on question  as agree were 55 (55%) , strongly agree 13 (13%) neutral 12 (12%) disagree 11 (11%) while strongly disagree  9 (9%) .
This shows that majority of the respondent strongly agree that social media play an active role in spreading of cyber crime among polytechnic students.
In table 12, this indicate that 48 respondent representing 48% agreed that Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime, 21 (21%) strongly agreed, 13 (13%)  neutral, while only 9 (9%)  disagree and 9 (9%) respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.  Agree that Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime.
Findings in the table shows that respondent In table 13, this indicate that 60 (60%) agree that Technological advancements make it easier for cybercrime to occur, 17 (17%) strongly agreed 9 (9%) neutral 6 (6%) disagreed while 8 (8%) strongly disagreed with the statement.
The findings made it known that the amount of respondent that agreed that Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime is positive.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION.
5.1 SUMMARY 
This work is aimed at investigating the impact of social media on the spread of cyber crime among polytechnic student.
Cybercrime is generally known as the extortion or blackmail of organizations and individuals on social media or Internet websites or the forceful hacking of their personal emails to obtain personal information for fraudulent acts. Cybercrime, also called computer crime is the use of a computer as an instrument to further illegal ends, such as committing fraud, trafficking in child pornography and intellectual property, stealing identities, or violating privacy. Cybercrime, especially through the Internet, has grown in importance as the computer has become central to commerce, entertainment, and government (Dennis,2017). 
Social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat have become increasingly important tools for communication and socialization among polytechnic students. While these platforms offer many benefits, they also present significant risks in the form of cybercrime. 
Social media can be used by cybercriminals to target polytechnic students with scams, phishing attacks, malware, and other malicious activities. The combination of social media's global reach, anonymity, and potential for rapid dissemination can make it difficult for students to recognize and protect themselves from cybercrime.
The impact of social media on cybercrime among polytechnic students is multifaceted and complex. Social media can be used to promote cybercrime culture, recruit students into cybercrime networks, and influence the norms and values around cybercrime. Cybercriminals may use social media to target polytechnic students through phishing attacks, malicious software, and recruitment into cybercrime networks. At the same time, social media can be an effective tool for promoting awareness about cybercrime and for disseminating information about common scams and cybercrime prevention strategies.
The researcher adopted purposive (non-random) sampling technique in administering the questionnaire which is the data collection instrument adopted. The sample size of the research is two hundred (100) respondents.
The use of table is adopted for the analysis classification and interpretation of data collected.
The theories used in this research work are uses and gratification theory and social learning theory. The two theories are deliberately used to explain the relationship between the concepts of the research topic.
Hence, the researcher shows the relationship between cybercrime and social media in which is expected of a social media to play, it highlights the causes and effects of cybercrime on individuals who engage in the practice.
5.2 CONCLUSION  
Social media has become a powerful tool for communication and socialization among polytechnic students, but it also presents significant risks in the form of cybercrime. 
The widespread use of social media by cybercriminals to target polytechnic students highlights the need for increased awareness and education about cybercrime risks and prevention strategies. It is also important for polytechnic institutions, law enforcement agencies, and social media platforms to collaborate to address the growing threat of cybercrime among students.
Questionnaire being the sole instrument of data collection, made the researcher stated that social media has played a significant the impact of social media on the spread of cyber crime among polytechnic student because most of the respondents strongly agreed that social media has done so.
Ultimately, addressing the impact of social media on the spread of cybercrime among polytechnic students will require a multi-faceted approach that involves collaboration between all stakeholders, including students, educators, law enforcement, and social media platforms. By working together to raise awareness, share information, and develop effective prevention strategies, we can help to safeguard our polytechnic students from the threat of cybercrime and ensure they have the knowledge and resources they need to stay safe online.
5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the research findings, the following recommendations are preferred:
   •  That the dangers and effects of cybercrime should be introduced into the educational scheme of the polytechnic and institution, thereby making the young ones have great hatred for engaging in cybercrime.
 •   That government should enact stringing laws to punish cybercriminals.
 •  That social media and other mass media should keep on campaigning frequently against cybercrime it can help to eradicate cybercrime among polytechnic students.
 •  That social media platforms should have adequate privacy settings to protect users from cybercrime or been scam by cyber criminals.
 •  That there should be an awareness and campaign about the risks of cybercrime among polytechnic students.
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KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC,
DEPARTMENT OF MASS-COMMUNICATION
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY [IICT].

QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear respondent,
I am a student of The Department of Mass communication, Kwara state polytechnic, conducting research on “THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON THE SPREAD OF CYBER CRIME AMONG POLYTECHNIC STUDENT”.
The question is designed to obtain relevant information about the research. All information provided shall remain confidential and used strictly for academic purpose.
Please tick [√] in the spaces provided and writes where necessary.


SECTION A
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
1. Gender (a) Male (  )  (b) Female  (  )
1. Age (a) 16-20 ( )  (b) 21-25 ( )  (c) 26-30 ( ) (d) 31 and above ( )
1. Marital Status (a) Single ( )  Married ( )  
1. Educational Qualification (a) Post Degree ( )  (b) HND/BSc (c) ND/NCE ( ) (d) O’Level ( )
1. Religion  (a) Islam ( ) (b) Christianity ( ) (c) Traditional ( )
1. Occupation (a) Student ( ) (b) Business ( ) (c) Civil Servant ( ) (d) Others ( )
SECTION B
     7.    Do you think cybercrime is common among students?  (a) Yes ( ) (b) No ( )
     8.      Are you aware of what cybercrime is?  (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
     9.  Have you ever encountered cybercrime on social media? (a) Yes (  ) (b) No (  )
    10.  Do you believe social media contributes to cybercrime?  (a) Yes ( ) (b) No ( )
SECTION C
The table below contains statements that are to be rated “SA” meaning Strongly Agree, “A” Meaning Agree, “N” meaning Neutral, “D” meaning Disagree, “SD” meaning Strongly Disagree.
 Please pick your appropriate choices by ticking in the boxes provided.

	SN
	STATEMENT
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	Certain types of cybercrime are more common among students at Kwara State Polytechnic. 

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Social media platforms are doing enough to prevent cybercrime.

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Students at Polytechnic are generally aware of the risks of cybercrime.
 
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83445649]4
	There are challenges that make it difficult to combat cybercrime.

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Cybercrime is becoming a bigger problem in today's society.

	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83445994]6
	Some people or groups are more vulnerable to cybercrime than others.

	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83445731]7
	Identity theft is a serious form of cybercrime.
 
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83445359]8
	Social media helps in spreading cyber crime among polytechnic students. 
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83446175]9
	Technological advancements make it easier for cybercrime to occur.

	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83446228]11
	Cyber crime is increasing in frequency.

	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Social media platforms have adequate privacy settings to protect users from cybercrime.

	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Lack of strong cyber security systems is a major cause of cybercrime.

	
	
	
	
	

	14
	There is a relationship between social media usage and the occurrence of cybercrime among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.

	
	
	
	
	














