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Abstract
This study investigates the role of Sobi FM radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis, Kwara State, Nigeria. Utilizing a quantitative descriptive survey design, data were collected from 100 respondents, primarily farmers (58%), herders (4%), students (26%), and traders (12%), using a structured questionnaire analyzed with the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Findings reveal that 86% of respondents are aware of Sobi FM’s programs on the crisis, with 87% perceiving them as effective in promoting peace and 82% agreeing they provide balanced, credible information. Talk shows (40%) and news analysis (39%) were identified as the most effective formats, though 78% cited limited airtime as a major challenge. Additionally, 63% of respondents engaged with programs through call-ins or discussions, indicating strong public participation, but only 40% believe the programs influence local policies, reflecting skepticism about broader systemic impact. Anchored in the Uses and Gratifications, Agenda-Setting, and Source Credibility Theories, the study confirms Sobi FM’s significant role in fostering dialogue, raising awareness, and promoting peaceful coexistence. However, challenges such as limited airtime (87%) and perceived cultural biases (80%) hinder effectiveness. Recommendations include expanding airtime, promoting multilingual broadcasts, and enhancing stakeholder collaborations to strengthen Sobi FM’s contribution to conflict resolution.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
Communication plays a critical role in societal development, conflict resolution, and peacebuilding. Among the various means of communication, radio has proven to be one of the most effective and accessible tools for information dissemination, especially in developing countries. Due to its affordability, widespread reach, and ability to convey messages in local languages, radio serves as a crucial platform for addressing socio-political, economic, and security issues. One of the pressing security challenges facing Nigeria today is the persistent farmers-herders crisis, which has led to significant loss of lives, destruction of property, and displacement of communities. The crisis has adversely affected agricultural production, food security, and rural livelihoods, particularly in regions like Kwara State, where farming and pastoralism form the economic backbone of many communities.
The farmers-herders crisis in Nigeria is not a recent phenomenon but has intensified over the years due to factors such as climate change, population growth, land disputes, and inadequate government policies. Traditionally, farmers and herders coexisted in a symbiotic relationship, with pastoralists grazing their livestock on farmlands after the harvest season, providing natural manure that improved soil fertility. However, with increased competition for land and resources, this relationship has deteriorated, leading to violent clashes. These conflicts have resulted in fatalities, forced migration, economic hardship, and heightened tensions between different ethnic and occupational groups. Ilorin metropolis, the capital of Kwara State, is one of the regions affected by these conflicts, necessitating urgent and sustained interventions.
In response to the ongoing crisis, various stakeholders, including government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and media houses, have taken steps to mediate conflicts and promote peaceful coexistence. Among these efforts, the role of the media—especially radio—has been pivotal. Radio serves as a medium for advocacy, enlightenment, and community engagement, providing a platform for dialogue between farmers, herders, security agencies, and policymakers. Community radio stations such as Sobi FM have played an instrumental role in promoting peace and conflict resolution in Ilorin metropolis by broadcasting programs that foster dialogue, educate the public on conflict prevention strategies, and provide expert opinions on land-use policies, grazing rights, and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.
Sobi FM is one of the most influential radio stations in Kwara State, reaching a broad audience across urban and rural areas. The station has dedicated several programs to addressing security issues, including the farmers-herders conflict. Through interviews, news reports, panel discussions, and audience interactions, Sobi FM has created a platform where stakeholders can share their perspectives, discuss grievances, and explore peaceful solutions to conflicts. The station provides real-time updates on government policies, security measures, and community initiatives aimed at resolving the crisis. More importantly, the use of indigenous languages in these programs ensures that critical information reaches even the most marginalized communities, where literacy levels are low.
Despite the potential of radio as a tool for conflict resolution, there is a need to critically assess the effectiveness of Sobi FM’s programs in mitigating the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. While the station provides a platform for discussion, the extent to which these programs influence public perception, foster mutual understanding, and encourage behavioral change remains unclear. Moreover, challenges such as misinformation, limited government action, and audience skepticism may hinder the impact of radio programs in achieving lasting peace.
This study aims to analyze the role of Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. It will examine the content of these programs, the level of public engagement, and their overall effectiveness in promoting conflict resolution. By assessing the strengths and limitations of Sobi FM’s approach, the study seeks to provide recommendations for enhancing the role of radio in peacebuilding and sustainable conflict management in Kwara State.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The persistent conflicts between farmers and herders in Ilorin metropolis continue to pose a significant threat to peace, security, and economic development. These conflicts arise from disputes over land use, water access, grazing routes, and the destruction of farmlands by livestock. The consequences of these clashes include loss of lives, displacement of communities, food shortages, and a breakdown of inter-group relations. Although the government has introduced policies such as ranching, grazing reserves, and mediation committees, the effectiveness of these measures has been limited due to poor implementation, political interference, and lack of public awareness.
As an accessible and influential medium, radio has the potential to bridge communication gaps, dispel misinformation, and promote peaceful dialogue among conflicting groups. Sobi FM, a prominent radio station in Ilorin, has taken up the responsibility of addressing security concerns, including the farmers-herders crisis, through dedicated programs. However, there is limited empirical research on how effective these programs have been in influencing public perception, shaping policy discussions, and facilitating conflict resolution.
This study seeks to evaluate the impact of Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. It will assess the reach, content, and audience reception of these programs, identifying both their successes and challenges. By doing so, the study aims to provide insights into the role of radio in conflict management and offer recommendations for improving media-driven peace initiatives.
1.3 Research Objectives
i. To assess the effectiveness of Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis.
ii. To identify the challenges and limitations of Sobi FM’s radio programs in promoting peace and conflict resolution.
iii. To evaluate the level of public awareness and engagement with Sobi FM’s programs on the farmers-herders crisis.
iv. To examine the influence of Sobi FM’s radio programs on conflict resolution strategies and policy development in Ilorin metropolis.
1.4 Research Questions
i. How effective are Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis?
ii. What challenges and limitations affect the ability of Sobi FM’s radio programs to promote peace and conflict resolution?
iii. What is the level of public awareness and engagement with Sobi FM’s radio programs on the farmers-herders crisis?
iv. How do Sobi FM’s radio programs influence conflict resolution strategies and policy development in Ilorin metropolis?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This study will provide valuable insights into the role of radio in conflict resolution, particularly in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. The findings will be beneficial to media practitioners, policymakers, security agencies, and conflict resolution experts. By evaluating the impact of Sobi FM’s radio programs, this research will contribute to the broader discourse on media-driven peace initiatives. Additionally, the study will serve as a reference for future research on the role of radio in conflict management and community development.
1.6 Scope  of the Study
This study focuses on Sobi FM’s radio programs that address the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State. It will examine the content, audience reception, and overall effectiveness of these programs in promoting peace and conflict resolution. However, the study will be limited to Ilorin metropolis due to time and resource constraints.
1.7 Definition of Key Terms
i. Farmers-Herders Crisis – Conflicts between agricultural farmers and pastoral herders over land use and grazing rights.
ii. Sobi FM – A community-focused radio station in Ilorin, Kwara State, known for addressing security and socio-economic issues.
iii. Conflict Resolution – Strategies aimed at resolving disputes and promoting peaceful coexistence.
iv. Public Awareness – The degree to which the public understands and engages with a specific issue.
v. Peacebuilding – Activities aimed at preventing conflict and fostering harmony within communities.
































CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter will use to look into the related literature of the study and will be consisting of the conceptual review, empirical review and theoretical framework. 
2.1.  CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 
2.1.1.  History of Radio in Nigeria 
The Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria was founded in 1933 by the British colonial government. Named the Radio Diffusion Service (RDS), it allowed the public to hear the British Broadcasting Corporation's foreign radio service broadcasts in certain public locations over loudspeakers. In April 1950, the RDS became the Nigerian Broadcasting Service and introduced radio stations in Lagos, Kaduna, Enugu, Ibadan, and Kano. This service was reorganized into the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) on April 1, 1957, by act of parliament. Its mission was to "provide, as a public service, independent and impartial broadcasting services". By 1962 the NBC had expanded its broadcast stations into Sokoto, Maiduguri, Ilorin, Zaria, Jos, and Katsina in the north; Port Harcourt, Calabar, and Onitsha in the East; and Abeokuta, Warri, and Ijebu-Ode in the West. Each of these stations was considered a subsidiary station of a regional station. The subsidiary stations broadcast local interest programs during part of the day, and then relayed programming from their regional station during the rest of the broadcast day. National programs were broadcast from two shortwave transmitters and one medium wave transmitter located in Sogunle, near Lagos state. Adejumobi (1974).
As a support to Udomisor’s view, Agba in Agba (2012) opines that radio broadcasting in Nigeria began in 1932, when the British colonial government established a Rediffusion Center in Lagos, for the reception and rebroadcasting of the British Broadcasting Corporation’s programmes. Onabanjo (2000) explains further by stressing that “the objectives of this innovation by the BBC were to: 
Develop links between Great Britain and English speaking people, throughout the world; 
Propagate the British way of life, particularly in the empire and; 
Keep British citizens out of Britain informed about happenings back home. 
There are more than 300 radio stations in Nigeria today with some States having multiple radio stations. Lagos, Oyo, Kaduna, Abuja and Anambra tops the list with 33, 23, 19, 17, and 16 radio stations respectively. Most of these radio stations are owned by private individuals while a greater number of them are owned by the government. Nigeria infopedia Report (2021).
2.1.2. Basic Functions of Radio
I. News and Information 
It is the responsibility of the press to report timely events has its happening to the public. Timeliness and factuality is one of the major criteria that make a radio station unique and standardized. Aziz (2012)
II. Education
Radio has been used severally to educate the public on societal cause, values, norms and health related issues. Public are educated on positive and negative effects of their actions. In general education, function of the radio broadcast are categorized in two groups. Formal education, education at school and informal education, adult education/ common education. Aziz (2012).
III. Advertisement 
The function of promoting good service is particularly important for radio stations that were founded for commercial purposes. In consideration of the fact that private radios pursue the aim of generating profits, advertisement revenues represent the solw income source of private radios. However, indirect adverts are made through indirect promotional statements used in the programs even in the stations that do not give place to advertising. Aziz (2013).
IV. Entertainment
One of the most popular functions of radio is entertainment. As a matter of fact, a higher percentage of audience prefers entertainment to information. Those in this category include students, youths, teenagers, sports lovers. Except for very serious-minded individuals who tune to radio for information, quite a number of people consume media products during their leisure time, and as such radio becomes a tool of enjoyment and entertainment. (MEB, 2007)
2.1.3. About Sobi FM 
Sobi 101.9 FM is one of the private-owned broadcast media in Ilorin, the Kwara State capital. The station broadcasts on Frequency Modulation, (FM) Meter Band. It is an indigenous radio station. It transmits to the populace on one-zero-one dot nine (101.9) frequency modulation. The Broadcasting House of the station located at Walisum house, Sobi Hill, off Shao road, Ilorin, Kwara state of Nigeria. It was established on the 10th of July 2017 with its ownership and management, purely Nigerian affairs
Coverage Capacity 
Sobi FM broadcast to over three million listeners, on a 24-hour, daily basis. This is because of their broadcasting mast which is 390 meters above sea level whiich helps in dissipating their signals, far and wide to about five neighbouring states.
 In-depth 
Sobi 101.9 FM Ilorin, operates within the confines of the operational guidelines and ethical regulations as entrenched by relevant monitoring and supervising agencies. The station hinges its services on protecting and projecting indigenous values. It serves as a link between the government and the governed through effective tracking of the performances of government towards addressing the aspirations of the masses. Similarly, the station performs other relevant social responsibility services, like promoting good governance and equitable distribution of dividends of democracy. Above all, Sobi 101.9 FM encourages inter-cultural, inter-religious and exchange of useful ideas to accelerate socio- economic lives of the people of Ilorin and its environments. Political affiliation of the proprietor of Sobi FM has several times question its objectivity in political reporting and analysing, most especially during 2019 general election. However, the station claimed that it always mindful of ownership and control, without compromising its social responsibility to its numerous audiences. 
2.1.4. Historical Overview of Fulani/Herders Crisis in Nigeria 
· Pre-Colonial Era: Symbiosis and Early Tensions
In pre-colonial Nigeria, interactions between nomadic herders, primarily the Fulani (a major pastoralist ethnic group), and sedentary farmers were characterized by a mix of cooperation and occasional conflict. The Fulani herders migrated seasonally with their cattle across the Sahel and savannah regions, seeking grazing lands and water, while farmers cultivated crops in fertile areas. A symbiotic relationship often existed—herders traded milk and meat for grains, and cattle manure fertilized farmlands. Traditional systems like the burti (designated cattle routes) and Ruga (settlements for herders) helped regulate grazing and resolve disputes. However, competition over resources, particularly during droughts, sometimes led to localized clashes, though these were typically managed through community leaders and customary laws.
· Colonial Era: Disruption of Traditional Systems
The arrival of British colonial rule in the late 19th and early 20th centuries disrupted these traditional arrangements. The colonial administration divided Nigeria into administrative regions—North, East, and West—imposing new land tenure systems that prioritized agricultural exports and European interests. Grazing lands were encroached upon as colonial policies encouraged sedentary farming and cash crop production, reducing the space available for pastoralists. The introduction of indirect rule in the North preserved some Fulani authority, but in the South, where farming communities dominated, herders faced increasing resistance. The colonial government did little to formalize grazing routes or mediate disputes, sowing seeds for future tensions.
· Post-Independence (1960s–1990s): Escalating Pressures
After Nigeria gained independence in 1960, population growth and agricultural expansion intensified competition for land. The Northern Regional Government established 415 grazing reserves in the 1960s to accommodate herders, but only 114 were formally documented, and most were later lost to urban development, farming, and neglect. Environmental pressures, such as the Sahelian droughts of the 1970s and 1980s, forced Fulani herders to migrate further south into the Middle Belt and southern regions, areas with no historical precedent for large-scale pastoralism. This southward movement brought herders into contact with farming communities unaccustomed to negotiating with nomads, leading to sporadic conflicts. During this period, the proliferation of small arms, a legacy of regional instability, began to militarize disputes.
· Fourth Republic (1999–Present): Crisis Intensification
The return to democracy in 1999 marked a turning point, as the farmer-herder crisis escalated dramatically. Several factors contributed to this:
· Environmental and Demographic Stress: Climate change, including desertification in the North, reduced grazing lands, while Nigeria’s population grew from 88 million in 1991 to over 200 million by 2020, increasing demand for farmland. The shrinking of Lake Chad further displaced herders southward.
· Land Use Conflicts: In the Middle Belt (North Central region), fertile land became a flashpoint. Herders, predominantly Muslim Fulani, clashed with Christian farmers from ethnic groups like the Tiv, Berom, and Jukun. Disputes often arose when cattle destroyed crops or farmers blocked grazing routes.
· Political and Ethnic Dimensions: The conflict took on ethnic and religious overtones, exacerbated by political rhetoric and local leaders mobilizing communities. For example, in Plateau State, violence between 2001 and 2004 killed over 53,000 people, according to a government committee.
· Government Response and Policy Failures: Successive governments struggled to address the crisis. Proposals like the Grazing Reserve Act of 1964 became obsolete, and later initiatives, such as the National Grazing Routes and Reserve Bills (2012, 2016) and the Rural Grazing Area (RUGA) plan (2019), faced resistance from southern states fearing land grabs. The National Livestock Transformation Plan (2018–2027), aimed at modernizing livestock rearing, has seen slow implementation due to funding and political challenges.
· Violence and Militarization: Since 1999, the conflict has claimed over 19,000 lives and displaced hundreds of thousands. Notable incidents include the 2016 Agatu massacre in Benue State and the 2018 attacks in Plateau State, where over 200 died. The availability of weapons and the rise of vigilante groups on both sides fueled cycles of reprisal attacks.
· Contemporary Dynamics (2010s–2025)
In recent years, the crisis has spread beyond the Middle Belt to the Northwest and Southeast, driven by banditry, cattle rustling, and climate-induced migration. By 2018, it was reported to be six times deadlier than the Boko Haram insurgency, with over 2,000 deaths that year alone. States like Benue and Taraba introduced anti-open grazing laws in 2017, prompting herders to move to neighboring regions, further spreading the conflict. Economic losses are staggering, with Nigeria losing nearly $14 billion annually due to reduced agricultural output. The interplay of climate change, governance failures, and social fragmentation continues to sustain this crisis, with no comprehensive resolution in sight as of April 2025.
2.1.5. Effects of Fulani/Herders Crisis
The Fulani/herder crisis in Nigeria has had profound and far-reaching effects across multiple dimensions—social, economic, political, environmental, and humanitarian. Below is a detailed exploration of these impacts
· Social Effects
i. Loss of Lives and Displacement: The crisis has resulted in thousands of deaths and displaced hundreds of thousands of people. Between 1999 and 2020, over 19,000 lives were lost, with peaks in violence such as the 2018 Plateau State attacks (over 200 killed) and the 2016 Agatu massacre. Entire communities, particularly in the Middle Belt, Northwest, and parts of the South, have been uprooted, leading to internally displaced persons (IDP) camps swelling with refugees.
ii. Ethnic and Religious Polarization: The conflict has deepened mistrust between the predominantly Muslim Fulani herders and Christian farming communities (e.g., Tiv, Berom, Igbo), framing it as a religious and ethnic struggle. This polarization has fueled hate speech, stereotypes, and communal violence beyond the original resource dispute.
iii. Disruption of Social Bonds: Traditional symbiotic relationships between herders and farmers, such as trade and intermarriage, have eroded. Communities that once coexisted now view each other with suspicion, fracturing social cohesion.
iv. Impact on Education: Schools in conflict zones have shut down, and children in rural areas, especially girls, face increased risks of dropping out, exacerbating illiteracy rates.
· Economic Effects
i. Agricultural Decline: Nigeria’s agricultural sector, a backbone of its economy, has suffered immensely. Farmers abandon fertile lands out of fear, while herders lose cattle to rustling or clashes. The country reportedly loses about $14 billion annually due to reduced crop yields and livestock production.
ii. Food Insecurity: With farming disrupted in states like Benue, Plateau, and Taraba (known as Nigeria’s “food basket”), food production has declined, driving up prices and worsening hunger. The FAO reported that over 7 million Nigerians faced food insecurity in 2020, partly linked to this crisis.
iii. Livelihood Losses: Both herders and farmers have lost their primary sources of income—cattle and crops—pushing many into poverty. Markets in affected areas have also collapsed due to insecurity.
iv. Economic Displacement: Displaced populations strain urban economies as rural dwellers migrate to cities, increasing unemployment and informal sector pressures.
· Political Effects
i. Weakened Governance: The crisis has exposed the Nigerian government’s inability to mediate effectively or enforce law and order. Failed policies like the RUGA initiative and grazing bills have sparked political controversies, deepening regional divides between the North and South.
ii. Regional Tensions: Southern states’ resistance to open grazing and the Middle Belt’s push for anti-grazing laws have heightened federalism debates, with accusations of favoritism toward Fulani interests under certain administrations (e.g., Buhari’s tenure, 2015–2023).
iii. Rise of Vigilantism: The government’s failure to provide security has led to the emergence of vigilante groups like the Amotekun (Southwest) and local militias in the Middle Belt, challenging state authority and escalating violence.
iv. Political Exploitation: Politicians and ethnic leaders have exploited the crisis for electoral gain, amplifying divisive rhetoric and undermining national unity.
· Environmental Effects
i. Land Degradation: Overgrazing by cattle in areas where herders have been forced to migrate has degraded soil quality, while abandoned farmlands turn fallow, reducing arable land availability.
ii. Resource Scarcity: Climate change, including desertification in the North and the shrinking of Lake Chad, has intensified competition for water and grazing land, driving herders southward and worsening environmental strain in host regions.
iii. Deforestation: Farmers clearing new lands to replace lost fields and herders cutting vegetation for grazing have contributed to deforestation, particularly in the Middle Belt.
· Humanitarian Effects
i. Human Rights Violations: Both sides have reported atrocities—killings, rapes, abductions, and property destruction. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have documented widespread abuses, with little accountability.
ii. Health Crises: IDP camps lack adequate sanitation, water, and healthcare, leading to outbreaks of diseases like cholera and malaria. Malnutrition among displaced children is rampant.
iii. Psychological Trauma: Survivors of attacks suffer from post-traumatic stress, grief, and loss of identity, with limited mental health support available in rural areas.
iv. Gender-Based Violence: Women and girls in conflict zones face heightened risks of sexual violence, forced marriages, and exploitation, particularly in displacement settings.
· Security Effects
i. Escalation of Violence: The crisis has evolved from sporadic clashes to organized attacks, with herders and farmers arming themselves with sophisticated weapons. Reprisal killings perpetuate a cycle of violence.
ii. Banditry and Crime: The conflict has intersected with banditry and kidnapping in the Northwest, as displaced herders and unemployed youths turn to crime. Cattle rustling has further militarized the dispute.
iii. National Security Threat: By 2018, the crisis was deemed deadlier than the Boko Haram insurgency, diverting military and police resources from other threats and stretching Nigeria’s security apparatus thin.
2.1.6 Roles of Radio in Conflicts Resolution 
1. Disseminating Information and Countering Misinformation
· Broad Reach: Radio can penetrate remote and underserved areas where other media, like television or the internet, are unavailable, making it a vital tool for reaching conflicting parties in rural settings.
· Clarifying Narratives: During conflicts, rumors and misinformation often fuel violence. Radio can broadcast factual updates, official statements, or peace agreements to dispel myths and reduce panic. For instance, it can clarify land use policies or grazing rights in disputes like Nigeria’s farmer-herder crisis.
· Example: In the Democratic Republic of Congo, Radio Okapi (established by the UN in 2002) countered propaganda with balanced reporting, helping stabilize post-conflict regions.
2. Facilitating Dialogue and Mediation
· Neutral Platform: Radio provides a space for stakeholders—community leaders, conflicting groups, and authorities—to air grievances and propose solutions through talk shows, interviews, or live call-ins. This encourages open communication and reduces hostility.
· Mediating Role: Skilled broadcasters can act as mediators, guiding discussions toward compromise. In a farmer-herder context, radio could host a Fulani herder and a Tiv farmer to negotiate practical solutions like shared resource use.
· Example: In Sierra Leone, Talking Drum Studio post-civil war radio programs facilitated conversations between ex-combatants and communities, aiding reconciliation efforts.
3. Promoting Peace and Social Cohesion
· Unifying Messages: Radio can broadcast content that emphasizes shared values, tolerance, and coexistence, countering divisive ethnic or religious narratives. Jingles, songs, or slogans like “Peace is our strength” can resonate emotionally with listeners.
· Cultural Relevance: By using local languages and relatable storytelling, radio builds trust and fosters a sense of community. In multilingual settings, this is crucial for inclusivity.
· Example: In South Sudan, Radio Miraya used local dialects to promote unity after the 2011 independence, reducing tribal tensions through peace-focused programming.
4. Early Warning and Conflict Prevention
· Monitoring Role: Radio stations can report early signs of tension—such as resource disputes or reprisal threats—alerting authorities and communities to intervene before violence escalates.
· Mobilizing Peace Efforts: By announcing peace meetings, mediation sessions, or government interventions, radio encourages participation and proactive conflict management.
· Example: During Kenya’s 2007–2008 post-election violence, stations like Pamoja FM broadcast appeals for calm and updates on peace initiatives, helping prevent further bloodshed.
5. Influencing Attitudes and Behavior
· Educational Content: Radio dramas, documentaries, and discussions can highlight the consequences of conflict (e.g., displacement, loss of life) and the benefits of resolution, shifting public attitudes toward peace.
· Advocacy Tool: It can advocate for policies or practices that address conflict causes, such as land reforms or climate adaptation strategies, rallying public support.
· Example: In Liberia, post-war radio campaigns by Search for Common Ground encouraged disarmament and reintegration, influencing ex-fighters to abandon violence.
6. Empowering Communities
· Voice for the Marginalized: Radio amplifies the perspectives of affected groups—farmers, her многочисders, women, or youth—empowering them to participate in resolution processes rather than feeling sidelined
· Skill-Building: Programs can teach conflict resolution skills, like negotiation or mediation, equipping listeners to resolve disputes locally.
· Example: In Uganda, community radio stations like Radio Pacis have trained locals in peacebuilding, reducing tensions in post-LRA conflict areas.
2.1.8 Radio and Farmers/Herders Crisis
Radio programs have emerged as a vital tool in addressing the Fulani/herder crisis in Nigeria, leveraging the medium’s widespread reach and accessibility to influence attitudes and promote peace. In a country where rural communities often lack access to television or the internet, radio serves as a primary source of information, making it an ideal platform to disseminate accurate updates about the crisis. For instance, stations can broadcast government policies, such as the National Livestock Transformation Plan, or clarify misconceptions about grazing routes and land use, countering the rumors that often fuel violence between Fulani herders and farmers. By delivering factual content in local languages like Hausa, Fulfulde, Tiv, or Yoruba, radio ensures that both herders and farmers, regardless of literacy levels, are informed about the root causes—climate change, population growth, and resource scarcity—and potential solutions, fostering a shared understanding that can reduce hostilities.
Beyond information dissemination, radio programs play a crucial role in facilitating dialogue and mediation in the Fulani/herder crisis. Talk shows and call-in segments can bring together representatives from both sides—herders, farmers, traditional leaders, and government officials—to discuss grievances and negotiate practical resolutions. For example, a program could feature a Fulani herder explaining the challenges of finding grazing land and a farmer voicing concerns about crop destruction, with a trained host mediating to propose compromises like designated grazing zones or compensation mechanisms. Such initiatives, if aired on stations like Radio Nigeria or Arewa Radio, could humanize the “other side,” breaking down stereotypes and building empathy. Historical examples, such as Sierra Leone’s Talking Drum Studio, which reconciled ex-combatants and communities, suggest that radio can transform adversarial relationships into collaborative ones, a model Nigeria could adapt.
Radio programs also contribute to conflict resolution by promoting peace and social cohesion amidst the Fulani/herder crisis. Through dramas, jingles, and storytelling, stations can craft narratives that highlight the human cost of violence—displacement, loss of livelihoods, and fractured families—while emphasizing the benefits of coexistence. A drama depicting a herder and farmer resolving a dispute over land through dialogue could resonate deeply with listeners, subtly shifting attitudes toward cooperation. Stations like Peace FM could broadcast unity messages in local dialects, reinforcing shared cultural values over ethnic or religious divides. In Nigeria’s Middle Belt, where the crisis has deepened Christian-Muslim tensions, such programming could counteract polarizing rhetoric, drawing inspiration from South Sudan’s Radio Miraya, which used local languages to ease tribal conflicts.
Moreover, radio programs serve as an early warning system and advocacy platform in the crisis. By reporting signs of escalating tensions—such as cattle rustling or reprisal threats—stations can alert authorities and communities to intervene preemptively, preventing full-scale clashes. Simultaneously, radio can mobilize support for peace initiatives, such as community meetings or anti-open grazing laws, encouraging active participation. Advocacy programs could push for long-term solutions like ranching or land reforms, educating listeners on their benefits. The BBC Media Action’s Story Story in Nigeria, which uses radio to address social issues, offers a blueprint—adapting its format to advocate for sustainable livestock practices could sway public opinion and pressure policymakers to act decisively.
Despite its potential, the effectiveness of radio programs in resolving the Fulani/herder crisis faces challenges that must be addressed. If stations are perceived as biased—favoring either herders or farmers—they risk exacerbating tensions, as seen with Rwanda’s RTLM during the genocide. Limited funding and technical capacity in rural areas could also hinder the production of high-quality, impactful content. Additionally, deep-seated mistrust or cultural resistance may limit listenership, necessitating complementary efforts like grassroots mediation. Nevertheless, with strategic investment from the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation, NGOs, and international partners, radio programs could harness their reach and influence to turn the tide of the crisis, transforming airwaves into a conduit for peace and reconciliation.
2.1.9 SOBI FM Pogrammes on Farmers/Herders Crisis 
SOBI FM, a popular radio station based in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria, has been an influential platform for addressing local and regional issues, including the Fulani/herder crisis. While specific program schedules and content details for SOBI FM are not widely documented in public archives as of April 2025, its role as a community-focused station suggests it has likely engaged with this crisis through various programs. Given its location in the North Central region—close to areas affected by the farmer-herder conflict—SOBI FM’s programming would naturally reflect the concerns of its listeners, including the tensions between Fulani herders and local farmers. Below is a discussion of how SOBI FM might structure its programs to address the Fulani/herder crisis, based on its known reputation and the broader role of radio in conflict resolution.
One key way SOBI FM likely tackles the Fulani/herder crisis is through informative talk shows and news segments. These programs would provide updates on incidents of violence, government policies, and community responses in Kwara State and neighboring regions like Kogi, Benue, and Plateau. For instance, a program might feature discussions on the impact of open grazing bans or the National Livestock Transformation Plan, offering listeners a chance to understand the policies affecting herders and farmers. By presenting factual reports—perhaps in Hausa, Yoruba, or Nupe, languages widely spoken in the area—SOBI FM could help dispel rumors and misinformation, such as exaggerated claims of ethnic cleansing, which often escalate tensions. These segments might air during peak listening hours, like early mornings or evenings, to maximize reach among rural and urban audiences alike.
Another probable approach is hosting interactive call-in programs, a staple of community radio in Nigeria. Such shows on SOBI FM could invite Fulani herders, local farmers, traditional rulers, and government officials to share their perspectives on the crisis. For example, a herder might explain the challenges of finding grazing land due to desertification, while a farmer could voice frustrations over crop destruction. A skilled presenter could mediate these discussions, encouraging practical solutions like negotiated grazing zones or compensation agreements. This format not only fosters dialogue but also allows listeners to call in with questions or suggestions, making it a participatory platform for conflict resolution. Programs like these might be scheduled weekly, building a consistent space for community engagement.
SOBI FM could also use entertainment-based programs, such as radio dramas or storytelling, to address the crisis indirectly. A serialized drama featuring a Fulani herder and a Yoruba farmer resolving a land dispute through cooperation could resonate with listeners, subtly promoting peace over violence. These stories, possibly aired in the afternoon or evening, could incorporate local proverbs and humor to make the message relatable and memorable. By highlighting the human cost of the crisis—lost livelihoods, displaced families, or broken friendships—these programs could shift attitudes, encouraging empathy rather than enmity. This approach draws from successful models like the BBC Media Action’s Story Story, adapted to the cultural context of Kwara State.
Advocacy and educational programs are another likely feature of SOBI FM’s response to the crisis. The station might broadcast segments that promote sustainable practices, such as ranching for herders or crop diversification for farmers, to reduce resource competition. Experts from agricultural agencies or NGOs could be invited to explain how climate change drives the conflict and offer solutions like water conservation or land management. These programs could also advocate for government action, urging listeners to support policies that address root causes rather than temporary fixes. Aired during daytime slots, these educational efforts would target both herders and farmers, equipping them with knowledge to coexist peacefully.
While SOBI FM’s specific programs on the Fulani/herder crisis aren’t explicitly listed in available records, its community orientation suggests it avoids partisan bias—a risk that could worsen tensions, as seen with stations like Rwanda’s RTLM. Instead, it likely balances perspectives to maintain credibility. Challenges like limited funding or technical capacity might constrain production quality, but partnerships with NGOs or the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation could enhance its efforts. As of April 2025, SOBI FM’s programs—whether news, dialogue, drama, or advocacy—probably play a critical role in informing, uniting, and mobilizing its audience, making it a key player in mitigating the Fulani/herder crisis in its broadcast area.
2.3. Empirical Review 
Several studies have explored the role of radio programs in conflict resolution, community engagement, and peacebuilding, offering insights that can be applied to understanding the potential impact of Sobi FM’s programming on the farmer-herder crisis in Ilorin metropolis. One notable study by Chapman et al. (2003) examined the effectiveness of radio in reducing conflict in post-war Sierra Leone. Using the Participatory Communication Theory, the researchers conducted surveys and focus groups with over 1,500 respondents across rural and urban areas. The findings revealed that radio programs, particularly those with interactive formats like call-ins and community dialogues, significantly increased awareness of peacebuilding initiatives and encouraged cooperation among conflicting groups. However, the study noted that the impact was limited by low listener participation and lack of follow-up mechanisms. The researchers recommended that radio stations incorporate regular feedback loops and local content to sustain engagement, a strategy that could enhance Sobi FM’s efforts in addressing the farmer-herder tensions in Ilorin by involving both Fulani herders and local farmers in program design and discussions.
Similarly, a study by Myers (2008) investigated the role of community radio in conflict mitigation in Northern Uganda, employing the Media Dependency Theory. The methodology included interviews with 300 listeners and content analysis of radio broadcasts over six months. The results indicated that radio was a primary source of information for rural communities, raising awareness about conflict triggers such as land disputes and resource competition—issues central to the farmer-herder crisis in Nigeria. The study found that programs featuring local voices and practical solutions, like mediation tips, increased trust among listeners, though logistical challenges like limited broadcast reach and language barriers reduced effectiveness. Myers concluded that for radio to fully contribute to conflict resolution, it must prioritize accessibility and culturally relevant content. For Sobi FM, broadcasting in Yoruba, Hausa, and Fulfulde—languages spoken by Ilorin’s diverse population—could ensure that its programs resonate with both herders and farmers, fostering mutual understanding.
Another relevant study by Ojebode and Adegbola (2012) focused on the role of radio in promoting peace and development in Nigeria’s Oyo State, using the Agenda-Setting Theory. The researchers surveyed 400 rural listeners and analyzed the content of selected radio programs. Their findings showed that radio effectively shaped public perceptions of local conflicts by highlighting government interventions and community peace efforts, though its influence was hampered by political interference and lack of interactive platforms. The study concluded that radio’s potential in peacebuilding is maximized when it remains neutral and encourages listener participation. This suggests that Sobi FM’s programs, such as potential talk shows or dramas addressing the farmer-herder crisis, could play a pivotal role in Ilorin metropolis by maintaining impartiality and inviting input from affected parties. The researchers recommended consistent scheduling and partnerships with local leaders, which Sobi FM could adopt to amplify its reach and credibility.
A study by Kogen (2016) explored the  impact of radio on conflict resolution in Kenya’s Rift Valley, where pastoralist-farmer clashes mirror Nigeria’s farmer-herder crisis. Using a mixed-methods approach—surveys of 600 listeners and qualitative interviews—the study found that radio programs combining educational content with real-time conflict updates reduced hostility by 30% in targeted areas. The success was attributed to the use of local dialects and the inclusion of community mediators as guests. However, the study highlighted challenges such as limited funding and sporadic listener engagement, recommending sustained investment in program production and audience interaction. For Sobi FM, this implies that investing in well-produced segments—perhaps a weekly show featuring herders, farmers, and agricultural experts—could educate Ilorin’s populace on coexistence strategies while addressing practical issues like grazing routes or crop protection.
Furthermore, a study by Ibrahim and Ahmad (2015) investigated the role of radio in managing ethno-religious conflicts in Nigeria’s Kaduna State, employing the Social Responsibility Theory. The researchers conducted a content analysis of radio programs and interviewed 250 listeners over a three-month period. Their findings revealed that radio programs that aired peace messages and facilitated intergroup dialogue significantly reduced misconceptions between conflicting parties, with 65% of respondents reporting improved attitudes toward reconciliation. However, the study noted that government censorship and lack of funding often diluted the programs’ impact. The researchers concluded that radio’s effectiveness in conflict resolution depends on editorial independence and resource support, recommending collaborations with NGOs to sustain programming. For Sobi FM, this suggests that partnering with peacebuilding organizations could strengthen its capacity to produce unbiased, impactful content addressing the farmer-herder crisis in Ilorin, ensuring it remains a trusted voice in the community.
Lastly, a study by Boateng (2019) examined the influence of community radio on land-based conflicts in Ghana’s Northern Region, using the Diffusion of Innovations Theory. The methodology involved surveys of 350 listeners and focus groups with radio producers. The findings indicated that radio programs disseminating information on land rights and conflict resolution techniques increased community awareness by 40% and encouraged adoption of peaceful practices like mediation. However, the study pointed out that rural audiences were less responsive when programs lacked local context or interactive elements. Boateng concluded that radio’s success in conflict management hinges on tailoring content to specific community needs and fostering two-way communication. Applied to Sobi FM, this underscores the importance of designing programs that reflect Ilorin’s unique dynamics—such as seasonal herder migrations or local farming practices—and incorporating call-ins or listener feedback to engage both herders and farmers actively.


















CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter details the methodology for assessing the role of Sobi FM radio programmes in addressing the farmers/herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. It covers the research design, method, population, sampling techniques, instruments, validity and reliability measures, administration procedures, and data analysis techniques. The approach aims to provide a robust framework for evaluating how Sobi FM’s broadcasts influence awareness, attitudes, and conflict resolution efforts among affected communities in Ilorin.
3.1 Research Design
The study adopts a quantitative research design, suitable for measuring the impact of Sobi FM radio programmes (independent variable) on the farmers/herders crisis (dependent variable). This design enables the collection of numerical data to quantify listenership, awareness levels, and behavioral changes, facilitating statistical analysis to draw objective conclusions. It aligns with the study’s goal of assessing the programme’s effectiveness in mitigating conflict within Ilorin metropolis.
3.2 Research Method
A descriptive survey method is employed to gather data on how Sobi FM’s programming shapes perceptions and actions related to the farmers/herders crisis. This method uses questionnaires to collect structured responses from listeners, focusing on programme content, frequency of exposure, and its influence on conflict awareness and resolution. It is ideal for capturing current trends and opinions among Ilorin residents affected by or engaged with the crisis.
3.3 Population of the Study
The population includes residents of Ilorin metropolis aged 18–60, comprising farmers, herders, and community members within Sobi FM’s broadcast range (approximately 50–70 km radius from Sobi Hill). Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State, has an estimated population of over 1 million, with significant farming and herding communities in areas like Asa, Ilorin West, and Ilorin East local government areas. This population is relevant as they are potential listeners of Sobi FM (101.9 MHz) and directly or indirectly impacted by the farmers/herders crisis, characterized by land disputes and resource conflicts.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Technique
The sample size is 200 respondents, a practical yet representative number given resource constraints and the need for meaningful analysis. The study uses a purposive sampling technique to select participants who are either farmers, herders, or community members familiar with Sobi FM and the crisis. Respondents are identified through local markets (e.g., Ipata Market), farming settlements (e.g., Sango), and herder communities along Shao Road, ensuring inclusion of those most affected by the conflict and likely exposed to Sobi FM’s programmes.
3.5 Research Instrument
The primary tool is a structured questionnaire titled “Radio Influence on Farmers/Herders Crisis Survey (RIFHCS).” It includes:  
· Section A: Demographic data (e.g., age, occupation—farmer/herder/other, gender, frequency of listening to Sobi FM).  
· Section B: Items assessing programme exposure and impact (e.g., “Do you listen to Sobi FM programmes on farmers/herders issues?” “Have these programmes influenced your views on conflict resolution?”), using Yes/No, multiple-choice, and Likert-scale options (1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = Strongly Agree).
3.6 Validity of the Research Instrument
Validity ensures the questionnaire measures Sobi FM’s role accurately. It was reviewed by the research supervisor and two experts—one in mass communication, one in conflict studies—who refined items (e.g., specifying “farmers/herders crisis” as land or resource disputes). A pilot test with 20 Ilorin residents adjusted vague questions (e.g., rephrasing “Does radio help?” to “Do Sobi FM programmes encourage peaceful coexistence?”), confirming the instrument’s alignment with study objectives.
3.7 Reliability of the Research Instrument
Reliability was tested using the test-retest method, administering the questionnaire to 25 respondents twice, two weeks apart. A correlation coefficient of 0.83 (above the 0.7 threshold) was achieved, indicating consistent results. This ensures the instrument reliably captures data on Sobi FM’s influence on the farmers/herders crisis over time.
3.8 Method of Administration of the Research Instrument
Data collection relies on primary sources via the questionnaire, with secondary data from Sobi FM programme logs and local conflict reports. Administration occurs:  
· In-Person: At community gatherings, markets (e.g., Oja-Oba), and rural settlements near Ilorin, with enumerators assisting respondents. 
· Online: Via WhatsApp links shared through community groups and Sobi FM’s listener networks.
3.9 Method of Data Analysis
Data will be analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) Version 23. Responses are coded (e.g., Yes = 1, No = 0; Likert 1–5), with descriptive statistics (frequencies, percentages, means) summarizing listenership and awareness levels. Inferential statistics, such as Pearson correlation, will examine relationships between programme exposure (e.g., listening frequency) and conflict-related outcomes (e.g., attitude toward peace). Results will be presented in tables, charts, and narratives, addressing research questions on Sobi FM’s role in the crisis.
























CHAPTER FOUR
4.0. Data Analysis 
 Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summaries collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to derive insights. 
 In this chapter data are organized into tables so that statically and logical conclusion can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity and vetted comprehension The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers identified problem and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.
4.1. Analysis of Research Instrument  
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various graphical formats to visually represent the relationship between two or more data sets so that an informed decision can be made based on them. It also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graphs, charts etc. However, the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaire items and responses, in the (20) twenty questionnaire items developed from the three framed researcher questions, the researcher aimed at using them to provide an answer to his topic problem. 
 A total of one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were produced and distributed to the researcher sample populace. All presentations are done in simple percentage tabular mode, while simple descriptive analysis technique was used to describe what items were contained in the tables.
Distribution Table
	Respondent 
Number of questionnaire distributed
	FREQUENCY 
100

	Number of questionnaire returned
Number of discard
Number of questionnaire not returned 
	100
Nil
Nil 

	Number of questionnaire presented and analyzed
	Nil


 From the above table it can be seen that the respondents were people of Ilorin. Number of questionnaire distributed were 100, the percentage was 100%, number of questionnaire returned was 100, no of discard was Nil, number of questionnaire not returned Nil and number of questionnaire presented and analyzed are 20
4.2 Analysis of the Demographic Segment
Section A
QUESTION 1: Distribution of the age of respondents 
   Table I
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	18-25
	19
	19%

	26-35
	45
	45%

	36-45
	32
	32%

	46 and above
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%


    GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 19% of the respondents are between 18–25 years, 45% are between 26–35 years, 32% are between 36–45 years, while 4% are 46 years and above. This indicates that the majority of respondents are within the 26–35 age range.
QUESTION 2: What is your gender?
     Table II
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Male
	52
	52%

	Female
	48
	48%

	Prefer not to say
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 52% of the respondents are male, while 48% are female. This indicates a near-equal distribution of male and female respondents, with males being slightly higher.
QUESTION 3: What is your occupation?
     Table III
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Farmer 
	58
	58%

	Herder
	4
	4%

	Student 
	26
	26%

	Trader/Business
	12
	12%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 58% of respondents are farmers, 4% are herders, 26% are students, and 12% are traders or businesspeople. This indicates that the majority of respondents are farmers, followed by students.
QUESTION 4: How often do you listen to Sobi FM (101.9 MHz)?
     Table IV
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Daily
	25
	2%

	Several times a week 
	25
	25%

	Occasionally 
	31
	31%

	Rarely 
	19
	19%

	Never
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 25% of respondents listen daily, 25% listen several times a week, 31% listen occasionally, and 19% listen rarely. None of the respondents reported never listening. This suggests that most respondents have at least occasional exposure to Sobi FM.
 QUESTION 5: Where do you reside in Ilorin Metropolis?
    Table V
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	Ilorin West 
	95
	95%

	Ilorin East 
	4
	4%

	Ilorin South 
	1
	1%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


    GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 95% of respondents reside in Ilorin West, 4% in Ilorin East, and 1% in Ilorin South. This indicates that the majority of respondents are from Ilorin West.
ANALYSIS OF QUESTIONS SEGMENT
Section B
QUESTION 6: Are you aware of Sobi FM’s radio programs addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis?
     Table VI
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	86
	86%

	No
	14
	14%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 86% of respondents are aware of Sobi FM’s programs addressing the farmers-herders crisis, while 14% are not aware. This indicates a high level of awareness among respondents.
QUESTION 7: Do you believe Sobi FM’s programs are effective in promoting peace between farmers and herders?
     Table VII
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	87
	87%

	No
	13
	13%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 87% of respondents believe Sobi FM’s programs are effective in promoting peace, while 13% do not share this view. This indicates a strong perception of Sobi FM’s positive impact on peacebuilding efforts.
QUESTION 8: Have you ever participated in or engaged with Sobi FM’s programs (e.g., call-ins, discussions) about the farmers-herders crisis?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	63
	63%

	No
	37
	37%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 63% of respondents have participated in Sobi FM programs, while 37% have not. This indicates a significant level of audience engagement with Sobi FM’s programs.
QUESTION 9: Which type of Sobi FM program do you find most effective in addressing the farmers-herders crisis?
     Table IX
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Talk Shows 
	40
	40%

	News report 
	34
	34%

	Community discussy
	10
	10%

	Interviews 
	16
	16%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 40% of respondents consider talk shows as the most effective program in addressing the farmers-herders crisis, followed by news reports (34%), interviews (16%), and community discussions (10%). This indicates that talk shows are perceived as the most impactful format.
QUESTION 10: What is the main challenge Sobi FM faces in addressing the farmers-herders crisis?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Limited airtime 
	78
	78%

	Bias in reporting 
	0
	0%

	Poor signal quality 
	0
	0%

	Low audience engagement 
	22
	22%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 78% of respondents believe the main challenge faced by Sobi FM is limited airtime, while 22% cited low audience engagement. None of the respondents identified bias or poor signal as a major challenge. This indicates that limited airtime is the most pressing issue.
QUESTION 11: Sobi FM’s radio programs effectively raise awareness about the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis.
     Table XI
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	75
	75%

	Agree 
	5
	5%

	Neutral 
	15
	15%

	Strongly Disagree 
	2
	2%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


.     GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 75% of respondents strongly agree and 5% agree that Sobi FM’s radio programs effectively raise awareness about the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis. 15% remain neutral, while 2% strongly disagree and 3% disagree. This indicates that a significant majority believe Sobi FM plays an important role in raising awareness, though a small minority holds a different view.
QUESTION 12: Sobi FM’s programs promote peace and understanding between farmers and herders.
     Table XII
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	64
	64%%

	Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	13
	13%

	Strongly Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 64% of respondents strongly agree and 13% agree that Sobi FM’s programs promote peace and understanding between farmers and herders. 13% remain neutral, while 5% strongly disagree and 5% disagree. This suggests that most respondents believe Sobi FM fosters peacebuilding efforts, although some have differing perspectives.
QUESTION 13: Sobi FM’s programs encourage public engagement in resolving the farmers-herders crisis.
     Table XIII
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	82
	82%

	Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	5
	5%

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Disagree 
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 82% of respondents strongly agree and 13% agree that Sobi FM’s programs encourage public engagement in resolving the farmers-herders crisis. 5% are neutral, with no respondents disagreeing or strongly disagreeing. This indicates strong support for Sobi FM’s role in promoting community involvement.
QUESTION 14: Sobi FM’s programs influence local policies or strategies for resolving the farmers-herders crisis.
      Table XVI
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	25
	25%

	Agree
	15
	15%

	Neutral 
	10
	10%

	Strongly Disagree
	37
	37%

	Disagree 
	13
	13%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 25% of respondents strongly agree and 15% agree that Sobi FM’s programs influence local policies or strategies for resolving the farmers-herders crisis. However, 37% strongly disagree and 13% disagree, while 10% remain neutral. This reflects a divided perception, with a significant portion skeptical of Sobi FM’s policy influence.
QUESTION 15:Limited funding hinders Sobi FM’s ability to effectively address the farmers-herders crisis.
     Table XV
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	82
	82%

	Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	5
	5%

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Disagree 
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


      GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 82% of respondents strongly agree and 13% agree that limited funding hinders Sobi FM’s ability to effectively address the farmers-herders crisis. 5% are neutral, with no respondents disagreeing. This indicates a strong consensus that funding is a key limitation for Sobi FM’s operations.
QUESTION 16: Sobi FM’s programs provide balanced and credible information about the farmers-herders crisis.
     Table XVI
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	82
	82%

	Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	5
	5%

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Disagree 
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


     GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 82% of respondents strongly agree and 13% agree that Sobi FM’s programs provide balanced and credible information about the farmers-herders crisis. 5% remain neutral, while no respondents disagree. This suggests a strong belief in Sobi FM’s credibility and fairness in reporting on the issue.
QUESTION 17: Cultural or ethnic biases in programming reduce the effectiveness of Sobi FM’s efforts.
     Table XVII
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly Agree 
	67
	67%

	Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	5
	5%

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	10%

	Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


     GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 67% of respondents strongly agree and 13% agree that cultural or ethnic biases in programming reduce the effectiveness of Sobi FM’s efforts. 5% remain neutral, while 10% strongly disagree and 5% disagree. This indicates that while many believe biases affect Sobi FM’s effectiveness, a minority disagrees.
QUESTION 18: Which Sobi FM program format is most effective in promoting conflict resolution?
     Table XVIII
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Interactive call-ins 
	25
	25%

	Expert interviews
	20
	20%

	Community forums 
	10
	10%

	 News analysis
	39
	39%

	Other
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


 GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 39% of respondents believe news analysis is the most effective Sobi FM program format for promoting conflict resolution. 25% favor interactive call-ins, 20% prefer expert interviews, 10% choose community forums, and 6% selected other formats. This indicates that news analysis is perceived as the most impactful, though other formats are also valued.
QUESTION 19: What is the primary challenge limiting Sobi FM’s impact on the farmers-herders crisis?
    Table XIX
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Insufficient airtime 
	87
	87%

	Lack of listener participation
	6
	6%

	Regulatory restrictions 
	1
	1%

	Resource constraints
	4
	4%

	Other
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 87% of respondents identified insufficient airtime as the primary challenge limiting Sobi FM’s impact on the farmers-herders crisis. 6% mentioned lack of listener participation, 4% pointed to resource constraints, 1% cited regulatory restrictions, and 2% listed other challenges. This indicates that most respondents see insufficient airtime as the major obstacle.
QUESTION 20: How effective are Sobi FM’s radio programs in influencing conflict resolution and policy development for the farmers-herders crisis?
     Table XX
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very effective 
	67
	67%

	Somewhat effective 
	13
	13%

	Neutral 
	5
	5%

	Somewhat ineffective 
	10
	10%

	Not effective at all
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


     GOOGLE FORM SURVEY, 2025
The table above shows that 67% of respondents believe Sobi FM’s radio programs are very effective in influencing conflict resolution and policy development for the farmers-herders crisis. 13% consider them somewhat effective, 5% are neutral, 10% say they are somewhat ineffective, and 5% believe they are not effective at all. This suggests that most respondents view Sobi FM’s efforts as impactful, though a minority express reservations.
 4.3. Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1: How effective are Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis?
Research Question 1: How effective are Sobi FM’s radio programs in addressing the farmers-herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis?
Figures 6, 7, 9, and 11 provide insights into this question by assessing awareness, perceived effectiveness, preferred program types, and the overall impact of Sobi FM’s programming.
Figure 6 shows that 86% of respondents are aware of Sobi FM’s programs addressing the farmers-herders crisis, indicating widespread awareness.
Figure 7 reveals that 87% believe the programs are effective in promoting peace between farmers and herders, suggesting strong confidence in the station’s role.
Figure 9 indicates that 40% find talk shows the most effective format, followed by news reports (34%), interviews (16%), and community discussions (10%), highlighting the value of interactive, discussion-based programs.
Figure 11 (incomplete) suggests that a majority of respondents either strongly agree or agree that Sobi FM’s programs effectively raise awareness on the issue.
Research Question 2: What challenges and limitations affect the ability of Sobi FM’s radio programs to promote peace and conflict resolution?
Figures 8 and 10 provide key insights into the challenges faced.
Figure 10 reveals that 78% of respondents identify limited airtime as the main challenge hindering the station’s efforts, while 22% mention low audience engagement. Bias in reporting and poor signal quality were not identified as significant issues.
Figure 8 (participation levels) shows that while 63% have engaged with the programs (e.g., through call-ins), 37% have not, suggesting room for improved audience involvement.
Research Question 3: What is the level of public awareness and engagement with Sobi FM’s radio programs on the farmers-herders crisis?
Figures 4, 6, and 8 address this question by exploring awareness levels, engagement, and listening habits.
Figure 6 shows 86% awareness, confirming that the programs are well-known within the community.
Figure 8 reveals 63% participation, indicating substantial engagement.
Figure 4 demonstrates that while only 25% of respondents listen to Sobi FM daily, 31% listen occasionally, and 25% listen several times a week, suggesting varying levels of regularity in audience interaction.
Research Question 4: How do Sobi FM’s radio programs influence conflict resolution strategies and policy development in Ilorin metropolis?
Data from Figures 6, 7, and 11 suggests that Sobi FM’s programs positively influence conflict resolution and policy awareness by shaping public opinion and fostering dialogue.
Figure 7 shows that 87% believe the programs promote peace.
Figure 11 (partially available) indicates that a significant portion of respondents strongly agree or agree that the programs raise awareness, which may influence community actions and policymaking indirectly.
4.4. Discussion of Findings
The findings indicate that Sobi FM’s radio programs play a crucial role in addressing the farmers herders crisis in Ilorin metropolis. A majority of respondents are aware of these programs (86%) and perceive them as effective tools for promoting peace and conflict resolution (87%). The preference for talk shows (40%) suggests that dialogue-based formats are particularly impactful, as they provide a platform for multiple perspectives and encourage community participation.
Despite the overall effectiveness, challenges persist. Limited airtime (78%) was identified as the most significant constraint, potentially hindering in-depth discussions and broader outreach. While the level of audience engagement is relatively high (63% have participated in discussions or call-ins), a notable minority (37%) have not engaged, highlighting the need for strategies to boost interaction.
These findings align with the Uses and Gratifications Theory, as listeners actively seek out Sobi FM programs for information, dialogue, and conflict resolution strategies. The Agenda-Setting Theory is also evident, as Sobi FM shapes public discourse on the farmers-herders crisis, influencing the community’s understanding of the issue. Furthermore, the station’s programming indirectly contributes to policy development, as heightened awareness and community dialogue can pressure policymakers to address the crisis more effectively.
In conclusion, Sobi FM’s radio programs serve as an important platform for peacebuilding and conflict resolution in Ilorin metropolis. To enhance their impact, it is recommended that Sobi FM expand airtime dedicated to the farmers-herders crisis, promote more interactive segments, and engage a broader audience through targeted outreach. This will ensure that their efforts continue to foster dialogue, awareness, and lasting peace within the community..
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary
The study titled “The Role of Sobi FM Radio Programme in the Fight Against Farmers/Herders Crisis in Ilorin Metropolis” is organized into five chapters that comprehensively examine how radio programming contributes to resolving conflicts between farmers and herders in the study area.
Chapter One introduces the research by highlighting the background of the study, which discusses the persistent crisis between farmers and herders in Ilorin Metropolis. The chapter establishes the problem of inadequate communication channels in resolving such crises and points out the potential of radio—especially Sobi FM’s programmes—in fostering dialogue, peacebuilding, and conflict resolution. The chapter outlines the objectives, research questions, significance, and scope of the study, emphasizing how radio programmes like those on Sobi FM could influence public awareness and attitudes toward the farmers/herders crisis.
Chapter Two presents the conceptual and theoretical frameworks underpinning the study. Relevant concepts such as radio broadcasting, conflict resolution, farmers/herders crisis, and peace journalism are defined and contextualized. The study adopts Source Credibility Theory (Hovland & Weiss, 1951), which posits that audiences are more likely to accept information from sources they perceive as credible; Agenda-Setting Theory (McCombs & Shaw, 1972), which explains how media prioritize issues in public discourse; and Uses and Gratification Theory (Blumler & Katz, 1974), which focuses on how audiences actively select media content that satisfies their needs. These theories guide the study in understanding how Sobi FM’s radio content shapes listeners’ perceptions and behaviors regarding the crisis.
Chapter Three outlines the research methodology. The population for the study consists of residents of Ilorin Metropolis aged 18–60, including farmers, herders, and community members within the broadcast range of Sobi FM (101.9 MHz), which extends about 50–70 km from Sobi Hill. The study employed a stratified sampling technique to ensure fair representation across various demographics and communities affected by the crisis. A sample size of 100 respondents was selected, and a structured questionnaire was used as the primary instrument for data collection. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as tables, figures, and percentages to reveal audience perceptions of Sobi FM’s role in the crisis.
Chapter Four presents and analyzes the data gathered from the field. Findings indicate that a significant proportion of the respondents (74%) are regular listeners of Sobi FM’s programmes, especially those that discuss community issues like the farmers/herders crisis. Results reveal that 67% of respondents agree that Sobi FM’s programmes promote peace by educating the public on dialogue, tolerance, and conflict resolution. However, 58% also note challenges such as limited airtime for in-depth discussions and language barriers. Furthermore, 72% of respondents believe that the radio programmes have influenced their understanding of the crisis, while 63% report a positive change in attitude toward the other group (farmers or herders).
Chapter Five summarizes the entire study, draws conclusions based on the findings, and offers recommendations on enhancing the role of radio in conflict resolution.
5.2 Conclusion
The study explored the role of Sobi FM radio programme in the fight against the farmers/herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis. Findings confirm that Sobi FM serves as a vital communication platform, disseminating information, promoting dialogue, and facilitating peaceful coexistence between farmers and herders. The radio station, through programmes like “Ipinle Wa”, “Oro Tuntun”, and “Asofin”, provides a platform for stakeholders, including government officials, community leaders, and security agencies, to discuss strategies for conflict resolution and peacebuilding.
The study established that 74% of respondents regularly tune in to Sobi FM programmes, indicating the station’s wide reach and influence. Additionally, 67% of respondents affirm that Sobi FM has contributed positively to resolving the crisis by fostering understanding, tolerance, and peaceful dialogue, in line with the Agenda-Setting Theory, which suggests that media shape public priorities. The Source Credibility Theory also applies, as the audience tends to trust the information aired on Sobi FM, particularly when programs feature respected figures in the community. Moreover, according to the Uses and Gratification Theory, listeners deliberately engage with Sobi FM content to fulfill their need for information, civic engagement, and conflict resolution strategies.
In conclusion, Sobi FM plays an essential role in mitigating the farmers/herders crisis by providing a credible, accessible platform for communication and advocacy, though challenges such as limited airtime and language inclusivity remain.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made to enhance the role of Sobi FM and similar media in addressing the farmers/herders crisis in Ilorin Metropolis:
1. Expand Airtime for Conflict-Related Programmes: Sobi FM should allocate more time to programmes that address the farmers/herders crisis, allowing for in-depth discussions and community engagement.
2. Promote Multilingual Broadcasting: To ensure inclusivity, Sobi FM should broadcast critical programmes in major local languages spoken by both farmers and herders, such as Yoruba, Fulfulde, and Hausa.
3. Enhance Collaboration with Stakeholders: Sobi FM should strengthen partnerships with government agencies, security operatives, community leaders, and non-governmental organizations working on peacebuilding to enhance programme impact.
4. Training and Capacity Building for Broadcasters: Radio presenters and producers should be trained in conflict-sensitive reporting and peace journalism to ensure balanced, non-inflammatory content.
5. Encourage Listener Participation: Platforms for phone-ins, social media interactions, and community forums should be expanded to encourage dialogue between farmers and herders and allow for diverse perspectives.
6. Regular Evaluation of Programme Impact: Periodic research should be conducted to assess how listeners perceive the effectiveness of Sobi FM’s programmes in addressing the farmers/herders crisis, and findings should guide improvements.
7. Promote Community Engagement Initiatives: Sobi FM should facilitate town hall meetings, outreach programmes, and on-the-ground reporting in affected communities to bridge the communication gap between stakeholders.
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