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[bookmark: _Toc202853718]ABSTRACT
This study examines the role of radio dramas in shaping youth culture and behavior among young people in Kwara State, Nigeria. In an era where mass media strongly influences societal values, radio remains a powerful tool for communication, especially in areas with limited access to visual media. The study explores how radio dramas, through their themes, characters, and narratives, impact the attitudes, beliefs, and social behaviors of youths. A survey research design was adopted, with 150 respondents randomly selected from three tertiary institutions in Kwara State. Data were collected using structured questionnaires and analyzed using descriptive statistics. The findings reveal that a significant number of youths regularly listen to radio dramas and are influenced by the social and moral messages embedded in these programs. Themes such as peer pressure, drug abuse, education, relationships, and civic responsibility are among the most influential. The study concludes that radio dramas play a crucial role in shaping youth perspectives, encouraging positive behavior, and reflecting societal issues. It recommends that content creators and broadcasters prioritize educational and morally uplifting content in radio dramas to enhance their constructive influence on the youth population. This research contributes to the understanding of media effects in a developing society and highlights the continued relevance of radio in youth socialization.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background of the Study
A community radio station serves as a valuable platform for local communities to share information, entertain, and promote social cohesion (Fraser & Estrada, 2017). Community broadcasting radio represents a dynamic and vital component of the media landscape, providing a platform for local voices, grassroots activism, and community engagement (Tacchi and Watkins, 2018). This form of broadcasting plays a crucial part in promoting inclusivity, diversity, and civic participation while fostering a sense of belonging and empowerment among its listeners. The roots of communal radio have been dated to its origins to the mid-20th century, with some of the earliest examples emerging across Europe and American States (Witschge and Nygren, 2018). However, it was UNESCO's 1978 "Recommendation on the Use of Community Media" that provided international recognition and support for the premise of community broadcasting (UNESCO, 1978). This recommendation emphasized the purpose of the community media (media) in promoting cultural diversity, local development, and free expression. Community radio has become an increasingly popular medium across sub-Saharan Africa over the past few decades, providing localized, participatory communication and educational opportunities. Kwara State represents a unique case study for community radio on the African continent due to its distinct historical, political, and cultural identity. Community radio on Kwara State Metropolis emerged in the 1990s alongside the growth of media liberalization and democratization, providing an important medium for public information sharing and discussion (Myers, 2008). Scholars argue that Kwara State community radio has been instrumental in articulating a sense of Kwara State i identity and community. Other researchers have examined community radio’s inclusive participatory nature in Kwara State . The development of community radio aligned with transformation to a multiparty system in Kwara State  in the late 1990s. The Kwara State  Broadcasting Commission (ZBC) was established in 1997 as an independent agency tasked with overseeing Kwara State ’s broadcasting industries, and providing regulation and licensing for private and community-based radio stations (Jallov, 2012). There are currently over 15 operating community-based radio stations in Kwara State , with varying operational models, content, and target audiences (Moyo, 2013; Sabry, 2015). Local non-governmental organizations and community-based associations run local media (radio) stations in Kwara State , in contrast to the state-owned media in Tanzania (Mathew, 2007). These community stations aim to provide localized programming that is relevant to the information needs of their respective communities and to provide a platform for public discourse, especially for rural societies outside the capital region. According to Myers (2011), community radio programming in Kwara State  focuses heavily on issues of health, education, agriculture, and civic participation. Some stations cater to youth audiences, integrating entertainment content with educational messaging. Others have prioritized interactive programming that enables community dialogue and resident engagement (Jallov, 2012). As Askew (2006) notes, community radio helps amplify the voices of everyday Kwara State , including youth, women, and the poor. The low cost and participatory nature of community radio make it an accessible and interactive medium for sharing local concerns and perspectives. While Kwara State ’s media landscape remains constrained by political tensions and uncertainties following its multiparty system in Tanzania (Suleiman, 2019), community radio carves out an important space for expressing Kwara State 's identity and culture. As scholar Mathew (2007) argues, community radio promotes a Kwara State  public sphere that instills a “sense of belonging and cultural citizenship” (p. 562). By fostering inclusive civic engagement, community radio stations continue to play a vital developmental role across the islands. 
However, Community-based radio networks in Kwara State  have faced significant challenges in achieving long-term financial sustainability. Most stations rely on limited local advertising, external donor support, and equipment grants from international organizations (Sabry, 2015). There are ongoing questions regarding the role that government regulation through the ZBC has played in empowering or pressuring community radio operations and freedom of speech (Myers, 2011). However, the growth of Kwara State ’s local radio over the past several decades reflects the medium's significance as a decentralized, participatory form of broadcast communication. By fostering inclusive civic engagement, therefore, community radio stations continue to play a vital developmental role across the islands. While community radio has expanded rapidly in Kwara State , there is limited empirical research evaluating its impact and effectiveness, especially among youth populations. Most studies on Kwara State  media focus on structural analyses and institutional perspectives (Mathew, 2010; Myers, 2011). There remains a gap in understanding how community radio affects young people’s access to information, engagement in public discourse, and skill development. The objective of this paper work is to close this gap by assessing the purpose of community broadcasting radio in Kwara State  in disseminating information and fostering youth development while generating insights to strengthen community radio’s contributions to localized development in Kwara State . As Buckley et al. (2008) argue, community radio has potential benefits for young listeners, such as “access to information, opportunities for education, and building social capital,” but impacts will vary based on local context. Understanding these outcomes can inform policy decisions around supporting community media and youth programs in Kwara State . This ongoing study seeks to offer empirical insights into the community radio’s operational duties in the development of youth in Kwara State . The study addresses three research questions: What are the opportunities for young individuals to engage with community radio stations, and how do these engagements impact youth development outcomes? How do young people perceive the impact of their radio participation on the enhancement of their skills and capacities? What challenges do community radio stations face in sustaining operations and serving youth populations in Kwara State?
Radio dramas have long been a powerful medium for influencing public opinion, shaping cultural norms, and fostering social change. In Kwara State, Nigeria, where traditional media still holds significant sway, radio remains an accessible and influential platform, especially for youths. The interactive and immersive nature of radio dramas allows them to engage listeners emotionally and intellectually, making them effective tools for communicating societal values, norms, and behavior patterns. As Adebayo (2019) posits, radio dramas have the unique ability to convey complex social issues in relatable narratives, which can subtly influence the attitudes and behaviors of young audiences.
Moreover, in a context where many youths face limited access to alternative forms of entertainment and education, radio dramas fill an important gap by providing both moral instruction and cultural reinforcement. These dramas often address pertinent issues such as drug abuse, education, gender roles, and youth empowerment, which are crucial in shaping youth identity and societal roles. Research by Olatunji and Alabi (2020) highlights how the storytelling nature of radio programs can foster empathy, critical thinking, and cultural awareness among listeners, especially in rural and semi-urban areas where other media may not reach as effectively.

1.2	Statement of the Problem
	In Kwara State, youth behavior and cultural norms are undergoing rapid transformation due to various socio-economic and technological factors. While social media and television have been widely acknowledged as major influencers, the role of radio dramas remains underexplored despite their long-standing presence in the region. Radio dramas, often embedded with moral lessons and cultural narratives, have the potential to shape youth attitudes toward critical issues such as education, relationships, crime, and civic responsibility. However, the extent to which these dramas influence youth culture and behavior remains unclear, raising concerns about their actual impact and effectiveness.
Despite the widespread use of radio dramas to address societal issues, there is limited empirical evidence to determine whether these programs are achieving their intended outcomes among young listeners in Kwara State. Are they reinforcing positive values, or are they merely serving as entertainment without lasting influence? Additionally, with the rise of competing media platforms, it is uncertain whether youths still regard radio dramas as relevant or impactful in shaping their beliefs and actions. This gap in understanding presents a challenge for policymakers, educators, and media producers who rely on radio dramas as tools for social change.
1.3	Objectives of the Study
1. To examine the influence of radio dramas on the cultural beliefs of youths in Kwara State.
2. To assess the impact of radio dramas on the behavioral patterns of youths in Kwara State.
3. To identify the specific themes in radio dramas that resonate most with youths and influence their actions.
4. To evaluate the perception of youths in Kwara State regarding the relevance and effectiveness of radio dramas in shaping their behavior.
1.4	Research Questions
1. How do radio dramas influence the cultural values and beliefs of youths in Kwara State?
2. What impact do radio dramas have on the behavioral patterns of youths in Kwara State?
3. Which themes in radio dramas are most effective in influencing the behavior of youths in Kwara State?
4. What is the perception of youths in Kwara State regarding the relevance and effectiveness of radio dramas in shaping their behavior?
1.5	Scope of the Study
	The study focuses on assessing the role of radio dramas in shaping youth culture and behavior among youths in Kwara State. It examines how radio dramas influence cultural values, beliefs, and behavioral patterns, particularly in relation to issues such as education, social norms, civic engagement, and personal development. The research will target youths between the ages of 15 and 30, as this group is most likely to engage with radio content and be influenced by its messages.
Geographically, the study will be conducted within Kwara State, covering both urban and rural areas to capture a diverse range of experiences and perspectives. It will include an analysis of popular radio stations in the region, such as Sobi FM and Radio Kwara, which regularly broadcast drama programs. The study will consider the themes, frequency, and content of these dramas to understand their impact.
Additionally, the study's temporal scope will cover the past five years (2019–2024) to ensure that the findings reflect current trends and developments in radio broadcasting and youth culture. Data will be collected through surveys, interviews, and content analysis of selected radio dramas to provide a comprehensive understanding of their role in shaping youth behavior and culture in Kwara State.
1.6	Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will be beneficial to radio broadcasters and content creators, enabling them to develop more targeted and impactful programs that resonate with young audiences. It will also serve as a resource for academics and researchers exploring the intersection of media and youth culture in Nigeria. For policymakers and community leaders, the study offers practical insights into how radio dramas can be strategically used to influence youth behavior and foster community development. Ultimately, this research contributes to the broader discourse on media influence in shaping societal values and serves as a guide for leveraging radio dramas to promote positive change among youths in Kwara State.
This study is significant because it highlights the role of radio dramas as a tool for influencing youth culture and behavior in Kwara State. In an era where digital media often dominates the conversation, understanding the continued relevance of radio dramas offers valuable insights into traditional media's enduring impact. By examining how these dramas shape cultural values, social norms, and behavioral patterns, the study provides critical information for media producers, educators, and policymakers seeking to harness radio as a medium for positive social change. It also underscores the potential of radio dramas to address pressing societal issues such as drug abuse, education, and civic responsibility, thereby contributing to youth development.
The study also contributes to the academic discourse on media influence by filling a gap in the literature regarding the impact of traditional media on youth in Nigeria. The findings will help radio broadcasters and content creators design more relevant and impactful programs tailored to the needs and aspirations of young people. For policymakers and community leaders, the study offers practical recommendations on using radio dramas as a medium to influence youth behavior positively, such as combating social vices like drug abuse, promoting educational attainment, or encouraging active citizenship. Moreover, the study will serve as a valuable resource for future research in media studies, youth development, and cultural influence, providing a framework for understanding how radio dramas can be effectively utilized to shape the attitudes and behaviors of young people in Kwara State and beyond.
1.7	Operational Definition of Terms
1. Radio Dramas: Radio dramas are audio-only theatrical performances broadcast over radio stations, using voice acting, sound effects, and music to convey narratives and messages to the audience (Adebayo, 2019). They are often designed to educate, entertain, and influence listeners’ attitudes and behaviors.
2. Youth Culture: Youth culture refers to the shared values, norms, behaviors, and interests that characterize young people as a distinct social group. It includes their fashion, language, music, and forms of social interaction, which are influenced by various media, including radio dramas (Hall, 2018).
3. Behavioral Patterns: Behavioral patterns are the consistent ways in which individuals act or respond to specific situations, often shaped by social, cultural, and environmental factors, including media exposure (Bandura, 1977). This study examines how radio dramas influence the behavior of youths in Kwara State.
4. Civic Engagement: Civic engagement refers to the participation of individuals in activities that promote the welfare of their community, such as volunteering, voting, or advocacy. Radio dramas often encourage civic engagement by addressing social issues and promoting active citizenship among youths (Olatunji & Alabi, 2020).
5. Traditional Media: Traditional media includes established forms of mass communication such as radio, television, and newspapers, which disseminate information to a broad audience. In this study, radio is the traditional medium examined for its role in shaping youth culture and behavior (McQuail, 2010).


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction
Radio dramas have long been recognized as a potent medium for shaping cultural norms and individual behavior. Scholars have emphasized their unique ability to convey social messages through compelling narratives and relatable characters, making them particularly effective among youth audiences. According to Adebayo (2019), the immersive nature of radio dramas allows listeners to connect emotionally with the content, fostering empathy and a deeper understanding of societal issues. In Nigeria, radio dramas have been used to address critical topics such as health awareness, education, and civic responsibility. Eze (2018) argues that when youth are consistently exposed to radio programs promoting positive values, they are more likely to adopt behaviors that align with societal expectations. This influence is especially significant in regions like Kwara State, where radio remains a primary source of information and entertainment for many young people.
Despite their benefits, some studies have highlighted challenges to the effectiveness of radio dramas in influencing youth behavior. Olatunji and Alabi (2020) note that the rise of digital and social media has led to reduced engagement with traditional radio among younger audiences, potentially limiting the reach of these programs. However, they also suggest that integrating modern themes and interactive elements into radio dramas can rejuvenate their appeal. In Kwara State, the success of radio dramas in shaping youth culture and behavior may depend on their ability to address contemporary issues while maintaining cultural relevance. McQuail (2010) emphasizes that the medium's effectiveness hinges on its ability to align content with the audience's lived experiences and aspirations. This review underscores the need for ongoing research to assess the current impact of radio dramas and explore strategies to enhance their influence among youths in the region.
2.1      Conceptual Framework 
This chapter discusses the literature that has been reviewed by the researcher on assessing the role of radio drama in shaping youth culture and behavior among youth in Kwara state. The overall purpose for literature review is to develop a strong knowledge base for conduct of the research. Literature review is an important step in the study because no knowledge exists in vacuum.
2.1.1	The Role of Radio as a means of communication
Radio, as one of the oldest and most accessible forms of mass communication, continues to play a pivotal role in informing, educating, and connecting people worldwide. Despite the rise of digital platforms, radio's affordability, portability, and wide reach ensure its relevance, particularly in developing regions. According to McQuail (2010), radio's ability to transcend geographical and infrastructural barriers makes it a vital tool for disseminating information, particularly in remote and underserved areas. It has evolved from being a mere entertainment medium to a platform for education, cultural preservation, and fostering social cohesion.
One of the most critical roles of radio is its ability to provide real-time information, especially during emergencies. For instance, during crises such as natural disasters or pandemics, radio serves as a lifeline for disseminating warnings, updates, and safety guidelines (Olatunji & Alabi, 2020). Unlike digital media, which requires internet connectivity, radio can reach people in remote areas without digital infrastructure. During the COVID-19 pandemic, radio played a crucial role in spreading public health messages, raising awareness about preventive measures, and combating misinformation (WHO, 2021). Its immediacy and accessibility make it an indispensable communication tool during emergencies.
Radio also plays an essential role in education, particularly in regions where access to formal educational systems is limited. Educational programs on radio have been used to promote literacy, vocational skills, and health education. According to Eze (2018), community radio programs tailored to local needs have successfully bridged educational gaps in rural areas. For example, radio-assisted instruction has been effective in delivering lessons to children in remote communities, especially during school closures caused by conflicts or pandemics. Additionally, health campaigns on radio have significantly contributed to behavioral changes by addressing issues such as maternal health, family planning, and disease prevention (Adebayo, 2019).
Culturally, radio plays a critical role in preserving and promoting heritage. Through programs featuring traditional music, storytelling, and indigenous languages, radio helps sustain cultural identity and pride. Community radio stations often focus on local traditions, providing a platform for cultural expression and helping to counter the homogenizing effects of globalization (Hall, 2018). By broadcasting content that reflects local values and traditions, radio fosters a sense of belonging and strengthens social bonds. Furthermore, it offers a platform for emerging artists to showcase their talents, contributing to cultural and creative industries.
Radio is also a powerful vehicle for civic engagement and participation. Programs such as talk shows, debates, and call-ins create spaces for public discourse, enabling citizens to voice their opinions and engage in societal issues. According to Olatunji and Alabi (2020), radio has been instrumental in promoting democratic participation by educating the public about their rights and responsibilities. Campaigns encouraging voter participation, community development projects, and public health initiatives often use radio to mobilize and inform citizens. In this way, radio fosters informed and active citizenship, particularly in regions with limited access to other forms of media.
Economically, radio contributes significantly by supporting local businesses and providing employment opportunities. Advertising on radio is an affordable way for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to reach potential customers, boosting local economies. Additionally, radio stations create jobs for broadcasters, journalists, and technical staff, contributing to economic development (McQuail, 2010). In many communities, radio also serves as a source of practical information, such as market prices, job opportunities, and business tips, empowering individuals to make informed economic decisions.
Moreover, radio serves as an agent of social change by addressing critical societal issues through its programming. Radio dramas, interviews, and public service announcements often incorporate themes related to gender equality, environmental conservation, and youth empowerment, influencing attitudes and behaviors. Bandura's (1977) social learning theory supports the idea that listeners can adopt positive behaviors modeled in radio dramas. For instance, programs that highlight the consequences of drug abuse or the importance of education have inspired behavioral changes in many communities.
Despite the growing dominance of digital media, radio has adapted to changing technological landscapes to remain relevant. Many stations now offer online streaming and podcasts, expanding their reach to tech-savvy audiences (Eze, 2018). The integration of social media platforms with radio programming has also enhanced listener interaction, allowing for greater engagement and participation. This adaptability ensures that radio continues to be a dynamic and impactful means of communication.
In conclusion, radio remains an indispensable communication medium, with its ability to inform, educate, and connect diverse audiences. Its role in crisis communication, education, cultural preservation, and civic engagement underscores its significance in modern society. As McQuail (2010) notes, radio’s enduring relevance lies in its ability to adapt to societal changes and technological advancements while maintaining its core strengths. By continuing to innovate and address emerging challenges, radio will remain a vital tool for communication and development in the years to come.
2.1.2	ROLE OF RADIO DRAMA IN SHAPING YOUTH CULTURE
Radio drama has long been recognized as a powerful medium for influencing societal norms, values, and behaviors. For youths, this influence is particularly significant as they are in the formative stages of developing their cultural identity. By combining compelling storytelling with relatable characters and scenarios, radio drama serves as a tool for entertainment, education, and social transformation. It has the potential to shape the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of young people, fostering both positive and negative cultural trends, depending on the content.
One of the primary roles of radio drama in shaping youth culture is its ability to address societal issues in a relatable and engaging way. Many radio dramas are designed to educate and inform listeners about critical topics such as gender equality, substance abuse, and civic responsibility. According to Bandura’s (1977) social learning theory, individuals, especially youths, learn behaviors and attitudes by observing and imitating characters they identify with. For example, in Nigeria, programs like Tales by Moonlight and other educational radio dramas have been used to promote positive cultural values such as respect for elders, communal living, and the importance of education (Eze, 2018). These dramas often present situations where characters face challenges and resolve them in ways that align with societal ideals, thus modeling desirable behavior for the youth audience.
Another significant role of radio drama is its contribution to cultural preservation. By incorporating traditional folklore, local languages, and indigenous music, radio dramas help keep cultural heritage alive. This is especially important in a globalized world where youths are increasingly exposed to foreign media and lifestyles. Hall (2018) notes that media, including radio, can serve as a cultural archive, maintaining the narratives and traditions of a community. In many African contexts, radio dramas act as bridges between generations, teaching young people about their history and cultural roots through compelling storytelling. This connection to cultural identity helps youths appreciate their heritage and fosters a sense of belonging, which is essential for their self-esteem and overall development.
Radio dramas also influence youth culture by promoting behavioral change. Programs often highlight the consequences of actions such as drug abuse, unsafe sexual practices, and violence, encouraging listeners to make informed choices. For instance, in Kenya, the radio drama Shuga addressed issues related to HIV/AIDS, relationships, and gender-based violence. Research by WHO (2020) found that listeners of the drama were more likely to adopt safer sexual practices and seek health services. Similarly, in Nigeria, drama programs on community radio stations have successfully tackled issues such as child marriage and gender discrimination, creating awareness and inspiring change among young listeners (Olatunji & Alabi, 2020).
Furthermore, radio dramas serve as platforms for youth empowerment and self-expression. Many programs are designed with youth participation in mind, involving young actors, scriptwriters, and producers. This engagement not only provides a creative outlet but also equips participants with valuable skills in communication, teamwork, and leadership. According to Eze (2018), youth involvement in radio dramas fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility, motivating them to address issues that directly affect their lives. These programs often encourage dialogue, inviting listeners to contribute their opinions and experiences, thereby creating a two-way communication channel that enhances inclusivity and representation.
However, the role of radio drama in shaping youth culture is not without challenges. Critics argue that some programs may inadvertently promote negative values or stereotypes. For example, dramas that overly glamorize material wealth or perpetuate harmful gender norms can influence youths to adopt unhealthy behaviors or attitudes. Bandura’s (1977) theory suggests that both positive and negative behaviors modeled in media are likely to be imitated, emphasizing the importance of responsible content creation. Therefore, the role of regulators and content creators in ensuring the quality and cultural appropriateness of radio dramas is crucial.
Moreover, the accessibility of radio drama makes it a uniquely inclusive medium, capable of reaching youths in both urban and rural areas. Unlike television or the internet, radio does not require expensive equipment or stable electricity, making it particularly valuable in developing regions. According to McQuail (2010), radio’s affordability and reach allow it to be a primary source of information and entertainment for marginalized communities. This broad accessibility ensures that radio dramas can have a far-reaching impact, shaping youth culture across diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.
Radio drama plays a multifaceted role in shaping youth culture by educating, preserving cultural heritage, promoting positive behavior, and empowering young people. It is a medium that combines entertainment with social impact, making it a powerful tool for cultural and behavioral transformation. However, its influence depends on the content it delivers and the context in which it is consumed. As McQuail (2010) and Hall (2018) suggest, the effectiveness of radio drama lies in its ability to connect with its audience authentically while addressing the issues that matter most to them. By leveraging the strengths of this medium responsibly, content creators and broadcasters can ensure that radio drama continues to be a force for positive change among youths.
2.1.3	Impact of radio drama in addressing youth base of their behavior in the society
Radio drama has emerged as a dynamic medium for addressing youth behavior in society by leveraging its accessibility, relatable storytelling, and ability to foster social change. It plays a crucial role in shaping the attitudes, beliefs, and actions of young people, particularly in societies where radio remains a primary source of information and entertainment. By using creative narratives, radio dramas not only entertain but also educate and inspire positive behavioral changes among youth.
One significant impact of radio drama is its ability to raise awareness about societal issues that affect young people. Programs often address critical topics such as substance abuse, peer pressure, gender equality, and civic responsibilities, providing a platform for education and advocacy. For example, in Nigeria, community radio stations have used dramas to discuss sensitive issues like drug addiction and early marriage. According to Olatunji and Alabi (2020), these programs have helped youths understand the consequences of risky behaviors and encouraged them to make better choices. The stories and characters presented in these dramas act as mirrors, reflecting the challenges faced by youths and offering pathways for overcoming them.
Another impact of radio drama is its capacity to promote behavioral change through emotional engagement. By presenting relatable characters and realistic scenarios, radio dramas allow young listeners to empathize with the experiences of others. This emotional connection makes it easier for youths to internalize messages and adopt positive behaviors. Bandura’s (1977) social learning theory underscores the role of observation and identification in learning, highlighting how youth audiences are more likely to imitate behaviors exhibited by characters they admire. For instance, a radio drama that showcases a young character overcoming addiction or excelling academically can inspire listeners to emulate such achievements in their own lives.
Radio dramas also contribute to social cohesion by reinforcing shared cultural values and promoting community-oriented behaviors. By incorporating local languages, traditions, and moral lessons, these dramas remind young people of their cultural heritage and encourage them to uphold societal norms. This cultural reinforcement is particularly important in a globalized world where foreign influences often overshadow indigenous values. Hall (2018) argues that media, including radio, plays a vital role in preserving cultural identity and instilling a sense of belonging among youth.
Furthermore, radio drama fosters dialogue and critical thinking, encouraging young people to engage with societal issues actively. Interactive programs that invite listener feedback or participation allow youths to express their opinions and learn from the experiences of others. This participatory approach not only enhances the impact of the messages but also empowers young people to be agents of change in their communities.
However, the effectiveness of radio drama in addressing youth behavior depends on the quality of the content. Poorly designed programs that glamorize negative behaviors or perpetuate stereotypes can have adverse effects. Therefore, it is essential for content creators and regulators to ensure that radio dramas align with societal goals and promote constructive narratives.
In conclusion, radio drama has a profound impact on addressing youth behavior in society by raising awareness, inspiring change, preserving cultural values, and fostering community dialogue. Its ability to blend entertainment with education makes it a powerful tool for social transformation, particularly in reaching young audiences and guiding them toward positive development.
2.1.4	Youth Behavior
Youth behavior refers to the attitudes, actions, and decision-making patterns of individuals in their adolescent and early adult years. This developmental stage, often referred to as a transitional period, is characterized by significant physical, emotional, social, and cognitive changes. Youth behavior is influenced by a combination of internal factors, such as personality traits and biological development, and external factors, including family, peers, education, media, and cultural norms.
During this phase, youths tend to explore their identities and test boundaries, which often leads to behaviors shaped by curiosity, experimentation, and a desire for independence. Positive behaviors such as active learning, participation in sports, volunteering, and creative expression can foster personal growth and societal development. Conversely, youths may also engage in risky behaviors, such as substance abuse, truancy, or peer pressure-driven actions, particularly when exposed to negative influences or when lacking proper guidance.
The role of media, especially platforms like radio drama, plays a crucial part in shaping youth behavior by providing relatable narratives, moral lessons, and models of socially acceptable conduct. The behavior of youths significantly affects the larger society, as they represent a critical segment of the population with the potential to drive social progress or perpetuate societal challenges.
Understanding and addressing youth behavior requires a multifaceted approach that includes education, mentorship, counseling, and targeted communication through platforms like radio and other media to ensure they grow into responsible, productive members of society.
2.1.5	Role of Media on Youth Behavior
Media plays a pivotal role in shaping youth behavior, serving as both a source of information and a platform for social interaction. Through its various forms, including television, radio, social media, and online platforms, media significantly influences the attitudes, values, and decision-making processes of young people. In today’s digital age, where youths are highly connected, the impact of media is more profound and far-reaching.
One of the primary roles of media is as an educational tool. It provides young people with access to vast amounts of information on topics such as health, career development, and social issues. For instance, campaigns on mental health awareness or substance abuse often reach youths effectively through social media platforms, radio programs, or documentaries. These platforms play a critical role in raising awareness and encouraging positive behaviors. Studies have shown that exposure to informative media content can lead to increased knowledge and adoption of healthier lifestyles (Bandura, 1977).
Media also acts as a medium for cultural transmission and socialization. Through movies, television programs, music, and radio dramas, youths are exposed to different cultures, values, and societal norms. While this fosters global awareness and diversity, it can also lead to the adoption of behaviors that may conflict with traditional values. For instance, Western media has influenced dressing styles, communication patterns, and perceptions of relationships among Nigerian youths, sometimes leading to tensions between traditional and modern values (Hall, 2018).
Furthermore, media provides role models for young people to emulate. Influencers, celebrities, and characters in movies or radio dramas often serve as behavioral benchmarks for youths. When these figures exhibit positive traits such as resilience, leadership, or community service, they inspire young audiences to adopt similar qualities. Conversely, the glorification of violence, substance abuse, or materialism in some media content can negatively affect youth behavior.
Social media, in particular, has transformed how youths interact and behave. Platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and Twitter have become avenues for self-expression, activism, and learning. However, they also pose risks, such as cyberbullying, addiction, and the spread of misinformation, which can negatively influence youth behavior. For example, excessive use of social media has been linked to increased rates of anxiety and depression among adolescents (Smith & Duggan, 2019).
Media holds a dual role in influencing youth behavior—acting as a force for education, empowerment, and global awareness, while also posing risks when consumed uncritically. The key to harnessing its benefits lies in media literacy, content regulation, and fostering a critical approach to media consumption, ensuring that it remains a positive force in shaping the next generation.
2.1.6	Role of Radio in the Society
Radio remains a significant medium in society, serving as a vital tool for communication, education, entertainment, and cultural preservation. Its accessibility, affordability, and ability to reach a broad audience, including those in remote areas, make it a powerful channel for disseminating information and fostering social cohesion. Despite the rise of digital media, radio continues to play an indispensable role in various aspects of societal development.
One of the primary roles of radio in society is as a platform for information dissemination. Governments, organizations, and communities use radio to share news, public service announcements, and emergency alerts. In times of crisis, such as natural disasters or public health emergencies, radio often serves as a reliable source of timely and accurate information. For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, radio stations worldwide broadcasted health guidelines and updates, reaching populations with limited access to the internet or television (WHO, 2020).
Radio also plays a crucial role in education by providing a platform for learning and knowledge sharing. Educational programs tailored for specific audiences, such as students or farmers, help bridge knowledge gaps and promote skill development. For example, in many developing countries, radio programs provide agricultural advice to rural farmers, contributing to improved productivity and livelihoods (Olatunji & Alabi, 2020). Similarly, radio-based literacy programs have been instrumental in enhancing educational opportunities for marginalized groups.
Culturally, radio serves as a medium for preserving and promoting local traditions, languages, and music. Community radio stations often prioritize indigenous content, ensuring that local cultures are celebrated and preserved amidst globalization. This role is particularly important in fostering a sense of identity and pride among listeners, especially in multi-ethnic societies (Hall, 2018).
Radio also functions as a tool for social change and advocacy. By addressing critical issues such as gender equality, human rights, and environmental sustainability, radio programs can influence public opinion and mobilize communities for collective action. Radio dramas and talk shows often tackle societal challenges, encouraging dialogue and providing solutions. For instance, programs addressing mental health or drug abuse help to destigmatize these issues and connect individuals to resources and support networks.
Entertainment is another significant aspect of radio’s role. Through music, storytelling, sports commentary, and comedy, radio provides a source of relaxation and enjoyment for listeners. Its live and interactive nature allows audiences to engage directly with presenters, creating a sense of community and belonging.
Radio continues to play a multifaceted role in society by informing, educating, entertaining, and advocating for positive change. Its ability to reach diverse populations, coupled with its adaptability to societal needs, ensures its relevance as a medium for communication and development in both urban and rural settings.
2.1.7	Radio as the main source of communication in Kwara state in passing general information among youths
Radio continues to be one of the most effective means of communication in Kwara State, Nigeria, especially among the youth. Despite the growing influence of digital platforms and social media, radio remains an accessible and reliable medium, particularly in rural areas where internet penetration is limited. Its ability to reach diverse audiences, including the youth population, plays a critical role in disseminating general information, promoting public awareness, and shaping societal norms. This essay discusses the role of radio in passing general information among youths in Kwara State, examining its reach, effectiveness, and impact on youth behavior and development.
In Kwara State, radio serves as a powerful tool for communication, reaching a broad demographic, especially the youth. The state is home to several local radio stations, such as Sobi FM, Radio Kwara, and Harmony FM, which are widely listened to by youths in both urban and rural areas. These radio stations have a far-reaching impact because they broadcast in local languages, ensuring that their messages resonate with the local population. According to Olatunji and Alabi (2020), radio is particularly beneficial in regions like Kwara State where access to the internet may be limited, as it provides an inclusive platform that transcends literacy barriers. For youths, who are often the target of youth-oriented programs, radio is an effective means to communicate educational, social, and political information.
One of the primary roles of radio in passing general information to youths in Kwara State is through news updates and public service announcements. Programs that air regularly on local radio stations cover a wide range of topics, including health tips, academic opportunities, government policies, and security updates. For instance, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Sobi FM and Radio Kwara became key platforms for broadcasting government guidelines on preventive measures, as well as updates on the pandemic's progression (WHO, 2020). These stations also provide vital information about scholarships, job opportunities, and youth empowerment programs, helping to create awareness among youths regarding opportunities for personal and academic growth. The effectiveness of these broadcasts in passing on information is evident in the high levels of engagement and participation in programs offered by the state government and various non-governmental organizations.
Radio’s role in fostering community engagement is also crucial. In Kwara State, many youth-oriented programs air live on radio, giving young people the opportunity to interact directly with presenters, participate in discussions, and offer feedback. This interactive format encourages dialogue and creates a sense of belonging among youths. According to Hall (2018), the interactive nature of radio programming helps in reinforcing social connections and promoting civic participation. For example, Sobi FM often airs live call-in programs where youths can share their opinions on societal issues or ask questions related to youth development. This not only passes on important information but also encourages active involvement in community matters, further strengthening the role of radio as a communication tool.
Radio also plays a key role in shaping the behavior and attitudes of youths in Kwara State. Many radio stations in the state produce drama and talk shows that tackle critical social issues, such as substance abuse, sexual health, peer pressure, and mental health awareness. These programs are often designed to educate and influence youth behavior by offering practical advice and real-life stories that resonate with young listeners. In particular, radio dramas have proven to be an effective medium for changing behaviors, as they depict real-life challenges faced by youths and provide constructive solutions. Programs addressing topics like drug abuse prevention or gender equality influence the way youths perceive and respond to societal pressures. By discussing relevant topics in an engaging and relatable manner, radio serves as an educational tool that can shape youths' decisions and actions. For instance, radio dramas have helped address the stigma surrounding mental health issues, encouraging youths to seek help when needed.
Furthermore, radio’s ability to create awareness of local cultural values and traditions contributes significantly to passing information among youths. Radio stations in Kwara State often feature programs that celebrate indigenous languages, music, and customs, providing a platform for cultural preservation and the promotion of local identities. By incorporating local content into youth-oriented programs, radio helps instill a sense of pride in local heritage and encourages young people to embrace and preserve their culture. As Olatunji and Alabi (2020) point out, radio in Kwara State has played a significant role in promoting local cultures through the airing of traditional music, folklore, and educational programs in indigenous languages.
Radio in Kwara State serves as a vital tool for passing general information among youths, influencing their behavior, and fostering social engagement. Its accessibility, interactivity, and ability to provide both education and entertainment make it a unique medium for youth communication. Despite the rise of digital media, radio remains a central source of information, especially in rural areas, and continues to play an indispensable role in shaping the attitudes and behaviors of the youth population. As Kwara State continues to develop, radio will remain a key platform for disseminating vital information and promoting positive societal change.
2.1.8	Social networking sites’ influence on young people attitudes and behaviors
The potential for mass media to influence behavior and attitude has been supported through a number of different psychosocial theories, hypotheses, and models (EscobarChaves et al, 2017). Despite variations in the theoretical argumentations presented by different theories of media effects on how media might affect adolescents’ sexual attitudes and behaviors, most of these agree that sexualized media portrays and messages act as stimuli that influence the media messages consumers’ psychological and behavioral functions (Escobar-Chaves et al, 2017) This study will mention a number of theoretical perspectives that support the notion that media does indeed influence adolescent sexual socialization. However will be based on social learning theory as the principle theoretical perspective, scripts theory and theories of selective exposure as other emerging theories of media effects.
Social networking sites (SNSs) have become integral to the lives of young people, significantly shaping their attitudes and behaviors. These platforms offer opportunities for self-expression, identity formation, and social interaction but also pose risks related to social comparison, cyberbullying, and exposure to inappropriate content.
One major influence of SNSs is their impact on self-esteem and body image. Constant exposure to curated and idealized portrayals of lifestyles and appearances on platforms like Instagram and TikTok often fosters unrealistic expectations, leading to dissatisfaction and mental health challenges (Chou & Edge, 2012). Additionally, social networking sites influence attitudes toward social norms and relationships. Studies show that the frequency of interactions on these platforms affects young people's perceptions of friendship and social approval, sometimes encouraging shallow or performative connections (Pempek et al., 2009).
Moreover, SNSs have a profound effect on political and social awareness among youth. Platforms like Twitter and Facebook serve as spaces for advocacy and the exchange of ideas, encouraging young people to engage in civic activities (Smith et al., 2014). However, misinformation and echo chambers can reinforce biases, leading to polarization.
The addictive nature of SNSs further shapes behavior, often diverting time from productive activities and contributing to procrastination (Kuss & Griffiths, 2011). On the positive side, SNSs provide opportunities for learning and collaboration, enhancing access to educational resources and professional networks.
Thus, while SNSs offer valuable tools for communication and learning, they require responsible usage to mitigate adverse effects on young people's attitudes and behaviors.
2.1.9	Young people and social networking sites
Online Activities According to Usluel & Mazman (2018) social networking sites are used to establish personal and professional contacts, keeping in touch with friends, maintaining their relationships, making new friends, building and maintaining groups around common backgrounds and building groups with shared interests. Sharing profile information, photos and videos with the rest of the world and virtual friends allows building of online identities. Individuals come together around shared and common goals to participate in social networks, being active consumers share materials, views and conclusive discussions. This kind of cooperative activities help members shape group identities in relation individual identities (Atwell, 2016). Tham (2019) posits that students are increasingly utilizing these social networks for friends’ news feeds, personal updates, events and activities, notes, and messages. A study of over 2,000 University students found suggestive evidence that the primary use for Facebook was for ‘social searching’ (Joinson, 2008). Facebook and other Social Networking Sites allow users to create profiles with personal information, add links and sound tracks, post messaged on friend’s pages and post and tag pictures and videos (Rosmarin, 2017). Profiles include personal data such as the person’s name or pseudonym, photograph, birthday, relationship/marital status, hometown, current location, religion, ethnicity, political view, personal interests, activities, hobbies etc. Besides posting personal data, there is also the opportunity to display other aspects of life such as personal interests, political views intimate information (Barkhuus & Tashiro, 2012). Users share personal information and interests through their profile pages, connect with users, upload, tag and share multimedia content they created, link other to available content, initiate or join interest groups (Grant, 2018). Kisilevich (2012) refers to online profile personal information which uses to communicates to others and in the context of online networking as self-disclosure. Buhrmester & Prager (2019) argue that self- disclosure relays personal information (likes, 46 dislikes, interests) to other individuals and fosters close personal relationship development, identity development and intimacy development. Young people are using social networking sites to upload photos and videos that describe their online and offline activities. Facebook users can upload digital photos and user can be “tagged” in these photos to have the name of that user appear in the caption as a link to his or her profile (Ellison et al., 2007). Some studies have found college-aged users presenting varying online and offline identities through photos and videos (Pempek et al, 2019).
2.2	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
(Donnerstein & Linz, 1986). Researchers have found that attitudes about premarital sex, stereotypes, sexual expectations and perceptions about the acceptability of extra-marital sex are likely to change as a result of viewing
T.V (Kelleher & Sweetser, 2012). Studies have shown that prime time programs and videos focusing on sex outside marriage promote permissive attitudes about premarital sex (Strouse, Buerkel-Rothfuss & Long, 2015; Greeson & Williams, 1986). the influence of social networking sites on sexual knowledge attitudes and behavior on instagram and facebook Researchers have found positive correlation between music video exposure and females’ attitudes about premarital sex (Strouse, Buerkel-Rothfuss & Long (2015). Greeson & Williams (2016) found teenagers who consumed higher dosages of music videos had accepted premarital sex more that those who were not exposed. Brown & Witherspoon (2002) observes that “media depicts a world in which unhealthy behaviors such as physical aggression, unprotected sex, smoking and drinking are glamorous and risk free”.
2.2.1	SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY
This study is anchored on Social Learning Theory and will be used guiding theoretical perspective throughout this study (Bandura, 2013, 207, 2020). Proponents of social learning theory predict that social factors would have a particular importance for adolescents. Parents, peers, television and other media are significant contributors that influence the shaping and molding of adolescents’ sexual attitudes and behaviors. Social learning theory developed by Albert Bandura (2013, 207, 2020) is based the premise that human can observe and learn explicitly from behaviors and actions portrayed by “significant others” and the associated results of those actions, either reinforcement or punishment. Social learning theory debates focus on the importance of influences from social structures in determining human thought and behavior. Social learning theory posits that viewers learn behaviors from media portrays especially when the depicted behaviors are rewarded or reinforced. Therefore the theoretical approach of Social Learning Theory emphases the importance of modeling behavior, attitudes, and emotional reactions of others (Bandura, 2017, 1986, 2017). Bandura’s social learning theory emphasizes the importance of observing and modeling the behavior, attitudes, and emotional reactions of others (Bandura, 2019, 1986).this implies that most human behavior is learned observationally through modeling. Besides learning Social Learning Theory suggest the idea of imitation. Imitation is based on the idea that children, adolescents, and even adults observe the behavior of real-life and symbolic models, potentially leading to the reproduction of this behavior themselves (Howard & Hollander, 1997). Another very important component of Social Learning Theory is the idea of observation. Through observation one learns the consequences of actions of models and through this one determines whether or not to imitate a given behavior without needing to experience the consequences of that behavior firsthand (Howard & Hollander, 2017). Huit (2014) and Ward (2003) argue that individual who learn some new behaviors are likely to replicate and produce learned behaviors if they find themselves in situations and circumstances that warrant that the performance of such behaviors is desirable, useful, or likely to serve their own purpose.
Social Learning Theory (SLT), developed by Albert Bandura, posits that people learn behaviors, attitudes, and social norms through observation, imitation, and modeling. This theory is particularly relevant to understanding the impact of radio drama on youth behavior, as radio programs often serve as platforms for young people to observe and internalize behaviors portrayed by characters. According to SLT, individuals, especially youths, are likely to model behaviors they see rewarded or praised in media content. For instance, radio dramas often depict the consequences of various behaviors—such as making responsible decisions or avoiding harmful habits—which may influence youths to adopt similar actions in their own lives. If a young person hears about the positive effects of community engagement or the dangers of substance abuse in a radio drama, they may be more likely to emulate those behaviors, seeing them as socially acceptable or beneficial.
Moreover, Social Learning Theory emphasizes the role of reinforcement in learning. In the context of radio, youths are not only exposed to behaviors but also receive feedback through the media. For example, a radio show that includes listener participation may provide positive reinforcement for good behavior, such as providing solutions to social issues or answering questions thoughtfully. This reinforcement can encourage youths to continue engaging in behaviors that align with societal norms. The continuous exposure to such behaviors in radio dramas or youth programs can contribute to the shaping of youth culture in Kwara State, helping them to adopt positive behaviors that are in line with both individual growth and community well-being. Thus, radio plays a significant role in influencing youth behavior by providing a steady stream of role models and reinforcement that youths can observe and emulate.
2.3	Emperical Review
These studies have consistently highlighted the significant role of media, particularly radio, in shaping youth behavior and culture. According to Olatunji and Alabi (2020), community radio in Nigeria has a considerable impact on the youth, especially in rural areas, by addressing issues like education, health, and social well-being. Radio programs tailored to the youth demographic serve as platforms for positive behavioral reinforcement and the dissemination of important societal values. These findings are echoed by Adeyanju (2018), who argues that radio dramas in Nigeria have a powerful role in altering perceptions and behaviors by highlighting real-life scenarios that young people can relate to. In Kwara State, for instance, youth-oriented radio programs on local stations like Sobi FM and Radio Kwara have been shown to influence attitudes toward topics such as sexual health, substance abuse, and community engagement. Such programs not only inform but also empower youth to make informed decisions that affect their well-being.
Further empirical evidence suggests that radio can significantly influence youth behavior by fostering a sense of identity and belonging. According to Akinyemi and Okediji (2020), radio programs that emphasize local culture, values, and traditions have a lasting impact on youth, promoting pride in cultural heritage and reinforcing positive social behaviors. In Kwara State, where cultural diversity is prominent, radio has been instrumental in promoting indigenous languages, music, and traditions through youth-centered programming. The widespread broadcast of local music and storytelling has helped preserve cultural practices while shaping youth identities in positive ways. This cultural reinforcement through radio has been linked to improved social behaviors, such as respect for elders, pride in local customs, and a collective commitment to community values.
In terms of addressing specific behavioral issues, radio dramas and talk shows have been employed as tools for promoting health and wellness among the youth. A study by Ijaduola (2019) on youth programs in Nigeria found that radio dramas effectively communicate health messages, especially concerning HIV/AIDS prevention and reproductive health. These programs often use storytelling to create relatable characters who confront challenges that youth may face in real life, offering practical advice and solutions. The impact of such programs is evident in the increased awareness and adoption of health-positive behaviors among young listeners. In Kwara State, local radio stations have been crucial in passing public health messages to the youth, helping them make informed decisions about issues such as family planning, substance abuse, and mental health. Through the combination of storytelling and expert commentary, radio has proven to be an effective means of encouraging positive behavioral change in the youth population.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methods and procedures adopted in collecting and analyzing data for this study. The research is designed to achieve the objectives of examining the role of radio drama in shaping youth culture and behaviour among youths in Kwara State. It describes the research design, population, sample size, sampling techniques, research instrument, validity and reliability of the instrument, methods of data collection, and data analysis techniques used to arrive at the findings of this study.
3.1 Research Design
This study adopts the survey research design, as it enables the collection of data from a selected portion of a population to investigate the influence of radio drama on youth culture and behavioural patterns. As Kerlinger and Lee (2010) noted, survey research is one of the oldest and most effective methods of collecting and analyzing social data.
3.2 Population of the Study
According to Adeleke (2013), a research population refers to the entire group of individuals or items relevant to a particular study. Wimmer and Dominick (2016) define population as a collection of elements or subjects with common characteristics within a defined environment.
The population of this study comprises youths in Kwara State, specifically in Ilorin Metropolis, which includes Ilorin-East, Ilorin-West, and Ilorin-South Local Government Areas. According to the World Population Review (2022), the total population of these areas is estimated at 1,063,713, with Ilorin-East LGA housing a youth-dense population of approximately 311,000 (citypopulation.com, 2024).
3.3 Sample Size
The sample size refers to the specific number of individuals selected from the population to represent the whole (Issa, 2012). Due to the vastness of the population, it is impractical to study every individual; hence, a sample was drawn using Taro Yamane’s formula:


Where:
n = Sample size
	N = Entire population (311,1000)
	e = Entire population (0.1)
	1 = Unit [a constant figure] 

Therefore, a sample size of 100 youths will be used for this study.
3.4 Sampling Technique
To select respondents, this study uses multi-stage sampling technique. According to Mugenda and Mugenda (2003), sampling involves selecting a subset from a population to generalize findings.
At the first stage, purposive sampling is used to select two wards with high youth radio listenership in Ilorin-East Local Government Area: Oke-Oyi/Oke-Ose and Zango wards.
At the second stage, convenience sampling will be used to select 100 youth respondents across both wards (50 per ward). As Farrokhi (2012) explains, convenience sampling allows the researcher to choose respondents based on availability and willingness to participate.
3.5 Research Instrument
The primary instrument for data collection is a structured questionnaire. McLeod (2015) defines a questionnaire as a research tool consisting of a series of questions aimed at gathering information from respondents.
The questionnaire will be divided into three sections:
· Section A: Introduction and general awareness of the topic.
· Section B: Questions measuring the impact of radio drama on youth culture and behaviour.
· Section C: Demographic information of the respondents.
Response options will follow a five-point Likert scale:
· Strongly Agree (SA) = 5
· Agree (A) = 4
· Undecided (U) = 3
· Disagree (D) = 2
· Strongly Disagree (SD) = 1
3.6	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
To ensure the validity and reliability of the questionnaire, the instrument will be reviewed by the researcher’s supervisor and communication/media experts to confirm its relevance and clarity. A pilot study involving 10% (10 respondents) from Kwara State Polytechnic will be conducted to test the instrument’s reliability. Adjustments will be made based on feedback received during the pilot phase.
3.7	Method of Data Collection
Data will be collected through direct face-to-face administration of the questionnaire to selected respondents in the two identified wards. Each respondent will be given 24 hours to complete the questionnaire, after which it will be retrieved for analysis. Efforts will be made to ensure all questions are properly filled.
3.8 Method of Data Analysis
The collected data will be analyzed using IBM SPSS Version 21. Results will be presented using descriptive statistics such as simple percentages and cross-tabulations. To test relationships and hypotheses, Chi-square (χ²) analysis will be employed. Bar charts will be used to further visualize key findings.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.0	INTRODUCTION
This chapter is based on the presentation of data and analysis of the result obtained from respondents during field survey. A total of one hundred (100) questionnaires were administered to respondents via online through the instrumentation of google form (e-questionnaire). All the questionnaire copies were also completed and submitted online. The data obtained in the field survey were presented and analyzed below using chi-square (x2) method.
4.1	ANALYSIS OF FIELD PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTRUMENT
4.1.1	Analysis of Respondents’ Demographic
Table 1: Gender of Respondents
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	43
	43%

	Female
	57
	57%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table above shows that 43(43%) of 100 respondents that participated in this study are male while 57(57%) of the respondents are female. This shows that all the data collected for this study are retrieved from both sexes.
Table 2: Marital Status 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Married
	26
	26%

	Single
	74
	74%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: From the table presented above, its shows that none of the respondents that 26(26%) are married while 74(74%) of overall respondents are single.


Table 3: Age  
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	20-25
	60
	60%

	26-29
	34
	34%

	30 & above
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: From the table above, it shows that 60 respondents representing 60% of the overall sampled respondents are between the age of 20-25 years. 34(34%) of the total respondents are between the age of 26-29% while 6 of the total respondents representing 6% of the sampled respondents are 30 years and above.
Table 4: Academic Qualifications
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Secondary
	6
	6%

	Diploma
	49
	49%

	Bachelor’s Degree
	19
	19%

	Postgraduate
	26
	26%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table above shows that 6(6%) of the total respondents visited secondary school. 49(49%) of the overall sampled respondents has diploma.  19(19%) of the overall sample respondents has Bachelor’s degree while 26 of the total respondents representing 26% of the overall sampled respondent are postgraduate.
Table 5: Religion 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Christian
	29
	29%

	Muslim
	64
	64%

	Others
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table above shows that 29(29%) of the total respondents are Christian, 64(64%) are Muslim while 7(7%) of the respondents belongs to others. 
4.1.2	Analysis of Questions and Likert Scale Statements in the Research Instrument
Table 6: Do you listen to radio dramas?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	81
	81%

	No
	19
	19%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table above shows that 81(81%) of the total respondents claims that they do listen to radios while 19(19%) of the overall sampled respondents do not.
Table 7: How often do you listen to radio dramas?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Daily
	26
	26%

	Weekly
	26
	26%

	Occasionally
	34
	34%

	Rarely
	14
	14%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: From the above presented above 26 of the overall sampled respondent representing 26% do listen to radio dramas daily and weekly as well. 34(34%) respondents claims that they do listen to radio dramas occasionally while 14(14%) of the overall sampled respondents rarely listen to radio dramas. 
Table 8: What genre of radio drama do you prefer?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Educational
	34
	34%

	Entertainment/Comedy  
	33
	33%

	Moral/Social themes
	17
	17%

	Relationship/Family
	16
	16%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: From the above presented table, it states that 34 respondents representing 34% of the total respondents prefer the educational genre of radio drama 33(33%) of the total respondents prefer the entertainment/comedy genre of radio drama. 17(17%) of the overall sampled respondents prefer the moral/social themes of radio drama while 16(16%) of the total sampled respondents prefer the relationship/family genre of radio drama.
Table 9: Which radio station do you mostly listen to for drama programs?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Sobi FM
	51
	51%

	Harmony FM
	29
	29%

	Midland FM
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows that 51(51%) of the total respondents do listen to Sobi FM as their preferred radio station. 29(29%) of the total respondents do listen to Harmony FM as their  preferred radio station while 20 respondents representing 20% of the total respondents preferred Midland Fm as their mostly used radio station. 
Table 10: I regularly listen to radio dramas aired on local stations.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	59
	59%

	Agree
	25
	25%

	Neutral
	5
	5%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: I regularly listen to radio dramas aired on local stations. 59(59%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 25(25%) respondents agree, 5(5%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral and also disagree while 6(6%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they regularly listen to radio dramas aired on local stations.
Table 11: I prefer radio dramas to other radio content like music or news.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	25
	25%

	Agree
	54
	54%

	Neutral
	8
	8%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: I prefer radio dramas to other radio content like music or news. 25(25%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 54(54%) respondents agree, 8(8%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral and also disagree while 5(5%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they prefer radio dramas to other radio content like music or news.
Table 12: Radio dramas have shaped my views on social relationships.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	35
	35%

	Agree
	46
	46%

	Neutral
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	4
	4%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: Radio dramas have shaped my views on social relationships. 35(35%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 46(46%) respondents agree, 12(12%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 4(4%) of the total respondents disagree while 3(3%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas have shaped my views on social relationships.
Table 13: Radio dramas have made me more aware of moral and ethical issues.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	38
	38%

	Agree
	40
	40%

	Neutral
	10
	10%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: Radio dramas have made me more aware of moral and ethical issues. 38(38%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 40(40%) respondents agree, 10(10%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 5(5%) of the total respondents disagree while 7(7%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas have made me more aware of moral and ethical issues.
Table 14: Radio dramas promote responsible citizenship among youths.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	34
	34%

	Agree
	49
	49%

	Neutral
	10
	10%

	Disagree
	4
	4%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: Radio dramas promote responsible citizenship among youths. 34(34%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 49(49%) respondents agree, 10(10%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 4(4%) of the total respondents disagree while 3(3%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas promote responsible citizenship among youths.
Table 15: Social networking sites encourage early sexual activity among adolescents.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	33
	33%

	Agree
	42
	42%

	Neutral
	11
	11%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: Social networking sites encourage early sexual activity among adolescents. 33(33%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 42(42%) respondents agree, 11(11%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 5(5%) of the total respondents disagree while 9(9%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Social networking sites encourage early sexual activity among adolescents.
Table 16: I admire characters from radio dramas and try to imitate them.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	39
	39%

	Agree
	45
	45%

	Neutral
	3
	3%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: I admire characters from radio dramas and try to imitate them. 39(39%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 45(45%) respondents agree, 3(3%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 8(8%) of the total respondents disagree while 5(5%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they admire characters from radio dramas and try to imitate them.
Table 17: Listening to radio dramas has improved my communication and speaking skills.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly agree
	46
	46%

	Agree
	39
	39%

	Neutral
	6
	6%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly disagree
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Analysis: The table presented above shows the answer of the respondents to the question: Radio dramas promote responsible citizenship among youths. 46(46%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 39(39%) respondents agree, 6(6%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 3(3%) of the total respondents disagree while 6(6%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Listening to radio dramas has improved my communication and speaking skills.
4.2	Analysis of Research Question
Research Question one: How do radio dramas influence the cultural values and beliefs of youths in Kwara State?
Table 6, 7 and 8 answers research question one. 81(81%) of the total respondents claims that they do listen to radios while 19(19%) of the overall sampled respondents do not. 26 of the overall sampled respondent representing 26% do listen to radio dramas daily and weekly as well. 34(34%) respondents claims that they do listen to radio dramas occasionally while 14(14%) of the overall sampled respondents rarely listen to radio dramas. Lastly, 34 respondents representing 34% of the total respondents prefer the educational genre of radio drama 33(33%) of the total respondents prefer the entertainment/comedy genre of radio drama. 17(17%) of the overall sampled respondents prefer the moral/social themes of radio drama while 16(16%) of the total sampled respondents prefer the relationship/family genre of radio drama.
Research Question two: What impact do radio dramas have on the behavioral patterns of youths in Kwara State?
Table 9, 10 and 11 gives reply to research question two. 51(51%) of the total respondents do listen to Sobi FM as their preferred radio station. 29(29%) of the total respondents do listen to Harmony FM as their  preferred radio station while 20 respondents representing 20% of the total respondents preferred Midland Fm as their mostly used radio station. 59(59%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 25(25%) respondents agree, 5(5%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral and also disagree while 6(6%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they regularly listen to radio dramas aired on local stations. Lastly, 25(25%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 54(54%) respondents agree, 8(8%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral and also disagree while 5(5%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they prefer radio dramas to other radio content like music or news.
Research Question three: Which themes in radio dramas are most effective in influencing the behavior of youths in Kwara State?
Table 12, 13 and 14 answers research question three. 35(35%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 46(46%) respondents agree, 12(12%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 4(4%) of the total respondents disagree while 3(3%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas have shaped my views on social relationships. 38(38%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 40(40%) respondents agree, 10(10%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 5(5%) of the total respondents disagree while 7(7%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas have made me more aware of moral and ethical issues. Lastly, 34(34%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 49(49%) respondents agree, 10(10%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 4(4%) of the total respondents disagree while 3(3%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Radio dramas promote responsible citizenship among youths.
Research Question Four: What is the perception of youths in Kwara State regarding the relevance and effectiveness of radio dramas in shaping their behavior?
Table 15, 16 and 17 gives reply to research question four. 33(33%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 42(42%) respondents agree, 11(11%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 5(5%) of the total respondents disagree while 9(9%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Social networking sites encourage early sexual activity among adolescents. 39(39%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 45(45%) respondents agree, 3(3%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 8(8%) of the total respondents disagree while 5(5%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that they admire characters from radio dramas and try to imitate them. Lastly, 46(46%) of the total respondents strongly agree, 39(39%) respondents agree, 6(6%) of the overall sampled respondents were neutral, 3(3%) of the total respondents disagree while 6(6%) of the total respondents strongly disagree that Listening to radio dramas has improved my communication and speaking skills.
4.3	Discussion of Findings
The findings from the study on assessing the role of radio drama in shaping youth culture and behavior among youth in Kwara State revealed that radio drama remains a potent tool for influencing young people’s attitudes and values. A significant portion of respondents acknowledged that the themes often presented in radio dramas—such as peer pressure, drug abuse, relationships, and social responsibilities—reflect their daily realities and help shape their understanding of societal expectations. The engaging nature of storytelling in radio dramas enhances listeners' emotional connection to the characters, making them more likely to internalize the lessons conveyed.
Furthermore, the study showed that radio dramas contribute to behavioral change among youth by offering both cautionary tales and positive role models. Many youths reported that they had reconsidered or adjusted their actions after listening to specific episodes of popular radio dramas broadcast in the state. Programs aired on stations such as Sobi FM and Harmony FM were particularly cited as impactful, with storylines that challenge harmful norms and promote constructive alternatives. This suggests that when drama content is well-scripted and contextually relevant, it serves not just as entertainment but also as a medium for socialization and moral instruction.
However, the study also found limitations in reach and frequency of listening, which affect the overall influence of radio drama. Some respondents pointed out that inconsistent programming schedules and lack of promotion reduce audience engagement. Additionally, the growing popularity of social media and digital platforms among youths has diverted attention away from traditional radio. Despite these challenges, the study concludes that with strategic enhancement—such as integrating interactive segments and broadcasting on multiple platforms—radio drama can continue to play a vital role in shaping youth culture and behavior in Kwara State.


CHAPTERFIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	SUMMARY

This study examined the role of radio drama in shaping youth culture and behavior among youths in Kwara State. The research was organized into five chapters. Chapter One provided the background of the study, identified the research problem, objectives, and questions, and outlined the significance and scope of the research. Chapter Two presented a comprehensive review of related literature, including conceptual, theoretical, and empirical studies. The study was anchored on the Social Learning Theory and the Cultivation Theory, which emphasize the media’s influence on audience behavior through repeated exposure and modeled actions.
Chapter Three outlined the methodology used in the study. A survey research design was adopted, and data were collected through structured questionnaires distributed to youths across selected areas in Kwara State. The focus was on their exposure to radio drama, their perception of the content, and how it influenced their cultural values and behavioral tendencies. Chapter Four presented the analysis of the collected data using descriptive statistics and chi-square tests to examine the relationship between exposure to radio drama and youth behavior. The results showed that radio drama significantly influences youth behavior, particularly in areas related to social values, relationships, and moral decision-making.
Chapter Five summarizes the findings, presents the conclusions drawn, and outlines actionable recommendations.
5.2	CONCLUSION

The study concludes that radio drama plays a significant role in shaping the culture and behavior of youths in Kwara State. As a medium that combines education and entertainment, radio drama influences the way young people think, interact, and make moral decisions. The findings show that regular listeners of radio drama programs tend to adopt behaviors and attitudes modeled by relatable characters in the storylines. This includes both positive traits, such as honesty, diligence, and respect, and in some cases, negative behaviors when not properly contextualized.
The study also highlights that the impact of radio drama is heightened when the content is realistic, culturally relevant, and emotionally engaging. However, the absence of critical media literacy among many youths means they may interpret or imitate content without understanding its intended message. Moreover, the influence of radio drama is limited by competing digital media and inconsistent listening habits among the youth population.
In conclusion, while radio drama remains a valuable tool for cultural orientation and behavioral education, there is a need for intentional content development, increased media literacy, and stakeholder collaboration to maximize its positive impact on youth in Kwara State.
5.3	RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the study findings, the following recommendations are proposed to strengthen the role of radio drama in positively shaping youth culture and behavior in Kwara State:
1. Development of Educational Radio Dramas: Radio stations should collaborate with educators, psychologists, and youth organizations to develop dramas that focus on pressing youth issues such as peer pressure, drug abuse, gender equity, and civic responsibility.
2. Promotion of Media Literacy in Schools: Schools should incorporate media education into their curriculum, helping students to critically analyze radio content, distinguish between fiction and real-life values, and understand the intended messages of radio programs.
3. Youth Participation in Drama Creation: Broadcasting organizations should encourage youth participation in the creation and performance of radio drama scripts. This can increase relevance, improve engagement, and empower youths with media production skills.
4. Parental and Community Engagement: Parents and community leaders should be sensitized to listen to and discuss radio dramas with their children. This shared experience can help reinforce positive messages and correct misconceptions.
5. Consistency and Accessibility: Radio stations should ensure consistent programming and promote drama broadcast schedules widely so that more youths can tune in regularly. Using youth-friendly time slots will enhance reach and influence.
6. Integration with Social Media: To compete with digital platforms, radio drama producers should promote episodes and engage youths through social media channels, podcasts, and interactive feedback mechanisms.
7. Government and NGO Support: The government and relevant NGOs should support radio drama initiatives financially and logistically, recognizing their role in youth development and social change communication.
By implementing these strategies, stakeholders can harness the full potential of radio drama as a medium for shaping the cultural values and behaviors of youths in Kwara State in a positive and sustainable manner.
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