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CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUNDTOTHESTUDY

Fewyearsago,rural-urbanmigrationwasviewedfavourablyin

theeconomicdepartment,priortothistime,rural-urbanmigrationhas

beeninexistence.Peoplemigratefrom oneplaceorareatotheother

especiallyfrom ruraltourbanareaforonethingortheother.Itisnow

abundantlyclearfrom recenttrendsthattherateforruralurbanjob

creat8ionandsurpassfrom thecapacityofbothindustrialandurban

socialserviceeffectivelytoabsorbthislabour.PopulationinEkiti

Stateisbecomingalarmingandparticularlyamongtheyouths.The

consequenceofthisisgradualreductionoffamilylabouronthe

farmsandmostespeciallysincethelate1780s,otherproblemsare

createdinthisprocessanditistheintentionoftheresearcherto

examinetheextenttowhichEkitiStateisaffected.

InrelatingtoIkoleLocalGovernment,itwascreatedin1996by

GeneralSanniAbacha.

Thelanguageattributesoftheinheritanceofthisareahas

madeitverymuchpossiblefortheIkoleLocalGovernmentpeopleto

settledownpeacefullytoconducttheirday-todayactivitiessuchas

farmingandtrading.Themajorproblem whichform thefocusofthe

researchworkisthatEkitiStatewasbeingfacedbyproblem ofthe

movementofheryoungable bodies.Those thatare literate and

educatedtourbancentreinsearchofjobs.
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Therebyrenderingtheareatobelessproductiveagriculturally’;

thisagainhasitseffectofthenationallevel.Themovementoflarge

numberofpeoplefrom otherareaincludingthoseofruralurban

areas.

1.2 STATEMENTOFTHEPROBLEM

Thisprojectisbasedonthesocialandeconomiceffectofrural-

urbanmigrationwithparticularreferencetoIkoleLocalGovernment,

EiktiStateandtheyearstheyhavebeeninproblemsintheareai.e.

movementofvehicle,youthstourbantownforjob.

SOMEOFTHEPROBLEMSARE:

1. Therearerapidrateofmovement/migrationfrom ruralto

urbanareas.

2. Therearelessproductivityintheareasofagriculture.

3. Theruraltownsarecharacterizedbylow labourandlow

productivity.

4. Citiesaregrowingfastandsufferingfrom ruralillness.

1.3 PURPOSE/OBJECTIVESOFTHESTUDY

Theaimsandobjectivesorpurposeofthestudyare:-

i. Toidentifyandexaminethegeneralcausesofrural-urban

migrationinIkoleLocalGovernment.

ii. Todeterminetheimpactofruralurbanmigrationontherural

developmentofIkoleLocalGovernmentarea.

iii. Toshow thenegativeimpactthismigrationhasonurban

areaorcentre.
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iv. Toprovideaninsighttotheproblemsinordertocontribute

towardsapolicyofruralurbanmigration

v. To examine the magnitude ofmigration from the Local

Governmentinparticularandstateingeneral

vi. Suggestpossiblesolutionstotheproblems

1.4 SIGNIFICANCEOFTHESTUDY

Thesignificanceofthestudyistodeterminetheeffectofrural

urban migration ofIkole LocalGovernmentin both socialand

economicaspectoftheLocalGovernment.

1.5 RESEARCHHYPOTHESIS

The following hypothesis would be tested in the research

project.

i. Lackofjobopportunitiesintheruralareaisresponsiblefor

therural-urbanmigrationonIkoleLocalGovernmentinboth

socialandeconomicaspectoftheLocalGovernment.

ii. Theinfluxofpeoplefrom theruralareastourbanareasis

responsiblefortheshortageofaccommodationintheurban

centre.

1.6 SCOPEANDLIMITATIONOFTHESTUDY

ThisresearchworkislimitedtoonlyIkoleLocalGovernment

AreaofEkitiStatewithaview offindingtheeconomicandsocial

effectofrural-urbanmigrationand creating alternativesourceof

socialandeconomiceffectinthisLocalGovernment.
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1.7 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY/PLAN FO THE

STUDY/SYNOPSISOFEACHCHAPTER.

Thisprojectconsistsoffivechaptersasviz:-

Chapteroneconsistofintroductionsstatementoftheproblem,

purpose/objectivesofthestudy,significanceofthestudy,research

hypothesis,scope and limitation ofthe study/synopsis ofeach

chapteranddefinitionofformsoroperationalterms

Chaptertwohastodowithintroductiontheoreticalframework,

currenttrendsinthinkingandsummaryofthechapter.

Chapterthreecontainsintroduction,sampleandpopulationof

thestudy,sourcesofdata/datacollectioninstruments,methodof

dataanalysisandresearchproblems.

Chapter four deals with data presentation/analysis and

interpretationoffindings.Introduction,briefofhistoryofIkoleLocal

Government,Presentation ofdata,analysis ofdata,testing of

hypothesis,summaryofthechapter.

Chapterfivestatesthesummaryoffindings,recommendation

andconclusions.

1.8 DEFINITIONOFTERMSOROPERATIONALTERMS

MIGRATION:Migrationreferstothemovementofpeoplefrom one

placetoanother.Itisequallydefinedaspopulationmobility.thiscan

takeplacewithinacountry,regionoritcantakeplacefrom one

countrytoanother.Migrationcanalsobedefinedasaresponseto

possibledissatisfactiontopeoplewithintheirpresentlocationto
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anotherlocation.

RURAL: Forthepurposeofthisproject,thewordruralshallbe

described as a place that lack necessary infrastructure and

telecommunication we maysayassume that anyplace having

populationoflessthan5,000peoplesparselypopulatedandlackany

form ofwageearning in economicwith lesstribaldiversityand

strictlycontrolledsocioculturallyshouldberegardedasaruralarea.

URBAN:Thismeansmetropolitancentrewerebasicinfrastructural

facilities are available.An urban area is relatively large and

permanentsettlementofsocialheterogeneousindividualsinanother

definition.

G.W.fairHolmsstatesthaturbansettlementsarehighconcentration

of5,000 people living in geographicalarea having the following

characteristics,awageearningeconomy,atrialdiversification,and

absenceoftraditionalsocio-culturalcontrol.

URBANIZATION: Urbanizationmaybedefinedastheprocessof

territorialpopulation concentration both in form ofrural-urban

nationsandmultiplicationofpointsofconcentrationandtheincrease

insizeofindividualconcentration.

DEVELOPMENT:Developmentcanbedefinedastheadvancingfrom

lowerlevelto higherlevel.Definition ofdevelopmentfrom the

classicaleconomic perspective refers to the increase in the

economicwellbeingofanation.

AccordingtoOnarandOkoli(2000)statethatdevelopment
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involvesprogressingofmovementofadvancingtowardssomething

better.

RURALDEVELOPMENT:Ruraldevelopmentwillbeusedinthiswork

asameansforrestructuring theeconomicorderto statisfythe

materialsneedsandaspirationoftheruralmassesandtopromote

individualandcollectiveincentivestoparticipatesintheprocessof

development.This involve a host of multi-sectarian activities

including the improvement of agriculture,promotion of rural

industries,creations ofthe infrastructure and establishmentof

appropriate decentralized structure in order to allow mass

participation.Therefore,ruraldevelopmentwillfacilitateimproved

livingstandardofthemassesofthelowincomepopulationresiding

in ruralareas and make the process oftheirdevelopmentself

sustainingifsincerelyunpursued.
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CHAPTERTWO

LITERATUREREVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Theideaofliteraturereview andtheoreticalframeworkinthis

studyistousescholarlyacceptedscientificworktoprovideakindof

workingguide,frameorbasisforanalyticaldiscussionofthesubject

matterwhichdidnotonlycontributetotherationalunderstandingof

the study,butwillgreatlyimprove the levelofaccuracyofour

scientificjudgment.

2.2 THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Sincethecoreofthehypothesisinchapteronehastodowith

thecauseofruralurbanmigrationanditsconsequence.Itmightbe

regardingtoapproachitwithsystem theory.

System approach emphasis the systematic interrelationship

betweenpeopleworkingtogethertoaccomplishcertainpurposein

thebroadestorgeneralsense,wehavesystem philosophy.This

referstoawayofthinkingaboutphenomenonintermsofincluding

parts,componentssub-system andworkwithemphasisreferstothe

methodortechniquesusedinproblem sowingordecisionmaking.It

iscloselyrelatedtoscientificmethod.Itinvolvesorincludes

awarenessandsynthesisofthevariousfactorsanddeterminationof

anoptimalsolution.Although,theterm system analysismaytrendto

meanquantitativeisdifficultorimpossibleMabongunjeandFindlay

system approach to rural-urban migration as an innovation and
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mostlyencompassing economic and environmentaldeterminants

includingtenexclusiveroleofextendedfamilyaccordingtosystem

approach.

Increase of economic development and improvement in

transportation and economiccommunicating linkshasintegrated

ruralcommunitiesintothenationaleconomics,thussharingvillage

awarenessoftheprojectoftheurbancentreforthemselves.

Inthisregard,theruralfamiliesbothnuclearandextendedand

villagecommunityactsasaruralcontrolsystemswhichreceiveand

reactto migration stimulifrom interaction ofseveralrural-urban

adjustmentfactors.The urban sub-system on the otherhand

consistsofthecityadministrationandvoluntaryorganizationswhich

operateattheoppositeendoftheprojecttoencourageordiscourage

hisbeingobservedtotheurbanenvironment.Therelevanceofthe

system theorytorural-urbanmigrationcanequallybeseenwhether

urbanizationphaseinNigeriaisregardedasdiffusionstage,when

moreruralpopulationandresidentstosmalltownsareoperatingfor

outmigrationasawayofimprovingtheireconomicsituations.

Findlayproposedatheoryofmigrationasinnovationwhich

passthroughadoptionsdiffusions,disperse andthelaststageo

innovationstayinginruralareas.Thefirstoftheadoptionstageis

usuallycharacterizedbylow overallurbanizationandmigrationinto

few towns.Themigrantsinthis stageismostlyrelativeofyoung

educated(havingcompletedprimary,secondaryschools)peopleare
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theseconddiffusionsstageandthedispersionstageisrelevantto

this study.During the diffusions stage migrant’s innovation is

acceptedinmanyhouseholds.

Informationabouturbanprospectsarereceivedmainlythrough

primarysource,themigrantspointgoodpictureoftheurbanareaand

showthisbytheirownsuccess.

SomeoftheseinformationcamehomewithCD’s,Television

and modeldressing.Theyalso erectgood housesinthevillage

showingtheirsuccessintheurbandestination.Migrantincludes

those who may be less selective,less education young fellow,

unmarrieddispersionstageofmigrant’sinnovationtakesplaceatthe

thirdphaseofmigrationurbanizationoption,perhapsduetonegative

feedbackfrom someofthelargesturbancentres,thereforethis

medium sizeurbancentremigrantatthisstagearemostselective

andoldandtheyoung.Itisimportanttostateherethatinthisstage,

themigrantsarenotonlyprimaryandsecondaryschoollevel,but

alsopolytechnicandcollegeofeducationandUniversitygraduates

whocannotsecurejoyintheruralcommunitywhothenmigrateto

urbancentrefortheprospectsofseekingjobs.

ThoseTwo generaltheories,thesystem approach and the

migrationasinnovationframeworkprovideguidanceforthisstudy.It

formedthetheoreticalframeworkoftheanalysisofthedatathatwill

becollectedusingthescientificinstrumentofinvestigationalready

statedinchapteroneofthisresearchwork.
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Thesewillbeutilizedproperlyinthegatheringandanalysisof

thedata.Inconclusionthevariousscholarsabovehighlightedthe

factorsformigrantsfrom ruraltourbanarea.

Theforegoinganalysisdidnotonlyhighlightedsomeofthe

main factorwhich in Nigeria accountforrural–urban income

disparitybutalsoshowsthattheruralsectorshasnotlongbeen

neglectedwithregardstopublicsector,capitalinvestment.Theup

shortofthishasbeensubstantialforincomefortheruralsector

workers,whichhastendedtoaggregatedthewareofrural-urban

migration.

Aslongasdisparityinrelativeincomelevelscontinuestobe

appreciablehigh,thismigrationfrom ruralareastotheurbancentre

willcontinuetooutweighthecapacityofurbancentretoprovide

gainfulemploymentforjobseekers.

2.3 CURRENTTRENDSINTHINKING

Migrationhasbeendefinedbymanyscholarandtheyhave

expressedindifferentformsandenvironments.Itisseenasabasic

demographic process which include the size,composition and

distributionofpopulation.Anumberofwritersonmigrationagree

thatformaleducationcreatesandopportunityforpeopletomigrate

tourbancentre.

J.C.Caldwell(1969)furtherarguedthatthemostimportant

factorstobeconsideredistheroleofeducationespeciallyfrom

formalschoolingofpeoplewithinaparticular’;settingstoanother
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area.Itcouldbetemporaryorpermanentresidence.Thisconcept

wasalsoexaminedbyanotherscholar;

WilliamsK.,heconcludedthatthegenesisofmigrationhasto

do with lack ofsatisfaction with one environment,disparity of

opportunitybetweentheurbanandruralareasprovidedthemain

forcesbehindmigration.Inthesamemanner;

Janten,(1990)viewedmigrationofmodern timeasamajor

symptomsofsociochange.Thisviewholdstrulywhenseenfrom the

contextofNigeriaandtheotherdevelopingcountriesinAfrica,where

the numberof numericalstrengths of migrants and the rate

urbanizationissaidtobeanalarmingrateorincrease.

Similarly,inthewordofConnel(1976)hearguedthatmigration

is a complex phenomenon where land holding have become

individualizedinterritorialsystem inhisview,landdistributioncanbe

aparticularpattern.Thusarguingthatmoreproximitytoroadsof

towndoesnotnecessarilystimulatemigrationsofpeopleinthat

environment.TheideaofthiswritercanbequestionedinNigeria

contextinthat,itisnotaveryfundamentalfactorthatwillinduce

peopletomigrate.

Hedidnottakeacloselookatotherfactorsasruralpoverty,

whichisseenintheareaofsociallacks.Thiscanebfundamental

factorratherthantheso-calledlanddistributionasadvancedbythe

writers.

According to Tadato (1977)he considered the economic
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factorsoftheurbanarea.ThusTodato,thefactorinfluencingthe

decisiontomigratearevariedandcomplex.

Since migration is a selective process affecting individuals

within certain economic,social,educationaland demographic

characteristics.Therelativeinfluenceofeconomicandnon-economic

factory varies only between nations but also within defined

geographicalareasand population.Emphasishasvariouslybeen

placedforinstanceonsocialfactor,physicalfactor,demographic

factor,culturalfactorandcommunicationfactor.

Allthesenon-economicfactorsareofcourserelevanttothe

studyofruralurbanmigration.However,theyarenow seentobe

widespreadagreementamongeconomistandnon-economistunlike

rural-urbanmigrationcanbeexplainedprimarilybytheinfluenceof

economicfactors.Theseincludesnotonlystandard“push”from

subsistenceagriculturaland“pull”ofrelativelyhighurbanwages.

Butalsothepotentialspushbackofurbanunemployment.The

basic nature ofTornado’s modelon migration postulated that

migrationproceedinresponsetorural-urbandifferenceisexpected

ratherthanactualearning.

The fundamentalpremises are thatmigrantconsiderthe

variouslabourmarketopportunitiesavailabletothem asbetweenthe

rural-urban sectorand choose the ones which minimize their

expectedgainsfrom migration.Expectedgainsaremeasuredbythe

difference in realincome between ruraland urban workers and
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probabilityofanewmigrantobtaininganurbanjob.

InessenceTodato’stheoryassumethatnumbersofthelabour

force,bothactualandpotentialcomparedtotheirexpectedincome

foragiventimeinurbansectorsthatisthedifferencebetween

returnsandcostofmigrationwithprevailingaverage,ruralIncome

andmigrantsoftheformerexceedthelatter.

Whilehismodelexplaincuriouseconomicphenomenonthat

hasbeenobservedinmanyAfricancountries,wherebytheruralurban

differentiatesshowsignsofincreasingdespitethehighlevelofurban

unemployment.

Todatoalsogavecertainrecommendationhasoutlines,asthe

needtohaveaprogrammeofintegratedruraldevelopmentwhich

shouldbeencouraged.Inaddition,theneedtohaveacomprehensive

employment strategy creating rural-urban economic balance,

expansionofallscalelabourintensiveindustriesandothers.He

believedthatifalltheseprogrammedareputinplace,theruraldrift

willbegreatlyminimized.

Anotherscholar,ErenethLee,alsospokeonthe“push”and

“pull”modelasearliergivenbyTodato.Hearguedthatthereare

essentiallyfourfactorsthatdeterminemigration.

Thesefactorsarethefactorsoforigin,thefactorsofareaof

destination,asetofinterveningobstacles.Hewasalsoabletouse

theminussigntorepresentfactorsoutlinedabove.

TheplusaccordingtoLeerepresentsthe“pull”factorswhile
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theminussignrepresentsthe“push”factorswhichneitherpushnor

pull.Suchfactorsareage,education,sex,skillconstitutewhatwe

knowaspushandpullfactors,themajorpremisesofLeetomakeus

understandthatbotheconomicandnon-economicfactorsaccount

for the rural-urban migration although he did not give any

recommendationastoshowthegovernmentcouldstem thetideof

theinflux.

2.4SUMMARYOFTHECHAPTER

Thephenomenonofrural-urbanmigrationhasbeenasubject

foratremendousvolumeanalyticalstudies.

Inthischapter,theresearchermadeanattempttocategorize

scholarsviewonthesubjectmatter.Thereforewehavecharacterized

thesescholarstoberadicalandmodernizationsscholars.According

tothemodernizationsscholars,ourdevelopmentintheruralareas

cameasaresultofcapitalism andthatistheonlywaytodevelopthe

ruralareas.Theradicalarguedthatinanattempttoadoptsuchpolicy

woulddestroythepleasantlifeandmakinglifeuncomfortablefor

them intheruralsector.

Hence,references are made to the contribution ofsome

scholarsandwritersinthefield;W.A.Lewisinhisemploymentmodel

asserted thatthe under–developed economic consists oftwo

sectorsnamely; atraditionalagriculturesubstancesector,which

characterizedbyzeroorverylowproductivity“surplus”labouranda

highproductivitymodernurbanindustrialsectorintowhichlabour
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from thesubstancesectorisgraduallytransferred.
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CHAPTERTHREE

3.0 METHODOLOGY/RESEARCHMETHODS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

Thischapterhastodowiththeexplanationofthemethodsand

sourcesofthedatasuedincarryingouttheresearchwork.The

methodsadoptedincarryingouttheresearchisveryessential.So

also problems encountered during the course of distributing

questionnaireandthecollectionisverytedious.

3.2 SAMPLEANDPOPULATIONOFTHESTUDY

THEPEOPLE

The people of this LocalGovernment are predominantly

farmerswhocultivatefoodcropse.g.yams,maize,cassava,millet,

soyabeans,ricetomentionbutfew andtheyalsocultivatecash

cropslikecocoa,kolanut,bitterkola,coffeeetc.

THESETTLEMENT

The LocalGovernmenthas prominenttowns and villages

amongthem areIkole,Ayedun,IjeshaIsu,Ootunja,Odo-Oro,Irele,

Itapaji,Ayebode,Iyemero,Ipaoetc.

EDUCATION

The formereducation is the gateway to the educational

development.IkoleLocalGovernmenthasmanyprimaryschoolsand

secondaryschools.Theteachers,werepaidpromptlythroughthe

NationalPrimaryEducationCommission.

Illiterateadultsaregivenchancetostudythroughmassliteracy
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programme.

PRIMARYHEALTHCARESERVICES

IkoleLocalGovernmentBuiltatleastonehealthcentreinthe

towns or villages.The better life and environmentalservices

progrrammewereformedwhichfinallyputanendedtoepidemiology

andfoodcontrol.

THETRADITIONALCOUNCIL

SinceIkoleLocalGovernmentisaverylargeLocalGovernment

area,nearlyhavetheirrepresentativeasthekingthatrulethem.

3.3 SOURCESOFDATA/DATACOLLECTIONINSTRUMENT

Datawasdividedintotwogroups

i. Primarydata

ii. Secondarydata

PRIMARYDATA:Inthecollectionofprimarydata,thefollowingare

themethodsused:

(a) Servingofquestionnairetotherespondents andcollecting

thenecessaryinformationfrom thequestionnairethatare

completedandreturnedtotheresearcher.

(b) Face-to-faceoralinterviewwithrespondents.Sometimeson

issue notdirectly raised in the questionnaire to some

respondents.Someothermethodstheresearcherusedare

throughpersonalobservationandopinionpolls.
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SECONDARYDATA

Thesecondarydatawhichform themainbuildingofchapter

twooftheresearchworkwasobtainedfrom textbooks,magazines

professionaljournalsandotherwrittenvisual

3.4 METHODOFDATAANALYSIS

Questionnairewasusedforthecollectionofinformationforhis

study.Letters ofintroduction were written and attached to all

questionnaires.Thiswassenttoalltherespondentstocompleteas

honestly as possible as the information given was solely for

academic.

3.5 RESEARCHPROBLEMS

Mostoftheproblemsencounteredincarryingoutthisstudyare

centeredonquestionnaireadministrationandcollection.

Someoftherespondentsseem unawareoftheimportanceofa

research studyofthis nature.Theydid notbotherto keep the

questionnairefortheresearchertocollectatthescheduletime.The

researcherhadtospendthewholeworkingdaysgoingfrom one

officetotheotherandimploringthem tohelpinsearchingoutthe

questionnaire.However,greateffortwastakentoensurethatover

85%ofthequestionnaireadministrationwe’vecollected.
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CHAPTERFOUR

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION/ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION

OFFINDINGS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Thisaspectofthischapterpresentsanaccountofthedata

collected,thevariousinstrumentofsocialinvestigationsusedwere

the documentary.Oralinterview and questionnaires,the chapter

dealsessentiallywiththeanalysisand interpretationofthedata

collected.Twodifferenttargetpopulations.Itstartswiththeanalysis

ofsocio-demographicdatafollowedboyothervariousthesetof

questionnaires were administered on some selected household

headsintheruralareasinIkoleandthesecondsetofquestionnaires

arethoseadministeredonsomemigrantsintheurbancentre.

Oralinterviewwasalsoconductedbytheresearcherinthefield

duringsurveyinbothruralandurbancentres.Totestthehypothesis

300 questionnairesweredeveloped and distributed to thetarget

populationofwhich200werereturnedandusedwhileattraction

amountto100,thesystematicsamplingtechniqueswasusedin

administeringboththequestionnaireandtheoralinterview.

Theresearchershallattempttotestthehypothesisoneafter

theothertoproveorconfirm thestatedhypothesis.Inchapteroneof

thisprojectwork,itisimportanttostatebrieflythetwohypothesis

thatwillbetestedthatpovertyisresponsibleforrural-urbandiftand

finallythatruralurbandriftwasnegativeeffectonboththedeparting
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areasandthereceivingareas.

4.2 BRIEFHISTORYOFIKOLELOCALGOVERNMENT
ThegeographicalentitynowknownasIkoleLocalGovernment

todaywascarvedoutofdefunctEkitiNorthLocalGovernmentArea

onMay,4th1989bythethenPresidentandCommanderin-Chiefof

theArmedForcesGeneralIbrahim GbadamosiBabangidawiththe

administrative headquarterin Ikole-Ekiti.The LocalGovernment

comprisesof24townseachwithaking.Historyhasitthatthe

peopleinthesetownsmigratedfrom differentareas.Inspiteofthis,

the unquickness lies on the factthatthe people are socially,

dialecticallyandculturallyalmosthomogenous.Sufficeittosaythat

thethreemajorlyrecognizedreligionhasitmembersintheLocal

Governmenti.e.Muslim,ChristianandtheTraditionalAssociation.

IkoleLocalGovernmentismadeupofthefollowingtowns:-

Ikole,Ikoyi,Isaba,Ikunri,Ipao,Ilamo,Iyemero,Asin,ayegbode,Ara,

Odo-ayedun,Ootunja,Odo-Oro,Esun,Orin-Odo,IjebuAgege,Oke-Ako,

TemidireandUsin.

Thereareotherfarm steadslocatedatdifferentplacewithin

thecouncilarea.IkoleLocalGovernmentisboundedwithKwara

StateintheNorth,KogiStateintheEast,EkitiEastLocalGovernment

intheSouthandOyeLocalGovernmentintheWest.

TheLocalgovernmentoccupiesanareaofabout874.940km of

landandtherebybecamethelocalgovernmentinEkitistatewithnot
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onlythehighestnumberoftowns/villagesbutalsowiththelongest

landmarkets,populationwise,thelocalgovernmentmaintaineda

steadyincreaseinherpopulationwhilethepopulationcensusfigure

of1991was119,769.Thatof2006shows168,436peopleresidingin

thecouncilarea.

Itisimportanttosaythatmajorityoftheinhabitantsofthis

localgovernmentarepeasantformers.Asalmost75-80% ofthe

populationproducesproductslikefoodcropssuchascassava,yam,

cocoyam,maize,milletandvegetableaswellascashcropslike

cocoa,kolanut,coffee,tickandoilpalmsallincommercialquantities.

Thelocalgovernmentisblessedwithbothhumanandnatural

resourceswhichcanbeearnestforrapidgrowthanddevelopment.

VeryrecentlythereisdiscoveryofUtaOluainAyedunEkiti.The

resourcesconsistofmaterialsthatareusefulfortheproductionof

floortilesandmarblesyettobetapped.Alsointhelocalgovernment,

thereareplacesofattractionfortouristssuch asItapajiDam in

ItapajiEkiti,TalaboseCentrebesideElekole’splaceinIkoleEkitiand

otherplaceofinterestforrelaxation.

4.3 PRESENTATIONOFDATA
ReasonformigrationoutofIkoleLocalGovernmentArea.

TABLE1
REASON NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Personalreason 40 20%

Employment 50 25%

Jobseeking 80 40%
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Followingrelative 30 15%

TOTAL 200 100%

Source:Researcher’sFieldSurvey,2025

4.4 ANALYSISOFDATA

Theabovetabletendstogivethenumberofreasonstowhy

peoplemigratefrom theirruralareastourbancentres.

Majoritygavethereasonsasthatofseekingjobopportunityas

thecasemaybewhichamountto–totalof40%asindicatedinthe

table.

Similarly,25%ofthemigratepointedoutthattheirreasonsfor

migratingisthatofemploymentreason.Othernon-economicfactors

werealsoinclusive.About20%ofthemigrantsgavetheirreasonsas

beingpersonalwhile15%ofthemigrantsaccompaniedtheirrelatives.

Intotal100% ofthemigrantshaveotherofthisfact,would

WELLJ.C.(1967)arguedthatfrom researchdoneinseveralpartsof

Africasupportthepropositionthatmigrationintensityreflectsthe

degreeofrural-urbandisparity.

Althoughdatawasnotavailableontheruralincomeofthe

migrantshome,workdoneonsomepartofthesouth/westof

Nigeriashowedthatthereisagreatdifferencebetweenurbanand

ruralincome,whichofteninducepeopletomigrate.

Thisgoestoprovethehypothesisthatruralpovertywhich has

reflectedinthedisparitybetweentheurbanandruralareaswere
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responsiblefortherural-urbanmigration.Tofurthercomplementthe

questionnairemethod,theresearcheralsoconductedoralinterview.

Some house heads in Ikole LocalGovernmentand some

selectedurbancentreslikeAbuja,Lagos,PorthacourtandIbadan

were interviews ofthe 100 houses whose family heads were

interviewed,55% hadsomeoftheirfamilymemberspermanently

residinginthecities.

Thepopulationsofthehouseswithmigrationasexperienceis

indicativeofthefactthatrural-urbanmigrationhadbecomeawayof

life in those village as majorityopted formigration strategyof

combatingpovertycentraltorural-urbanmigration,aswillbeshown

inthetablebelow.Thecompositionofthepopulationsuggested

massive outmigration ofmales so thatfemale constitute the

majorityofpopulationinthevillages.

Informationonabsentmembers(migrants)suppliedbynon-

migrantsmembersofthevillagehouseheadsrevealedthat50%

opted formigration to seek forjob and improved theirmineral

situation.

REASONFORMIGRATIONOUTOFVILLAGE

(VILLAGERSRESPONSE)

REASON NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Seeking forjob otherfinancial

benefits

80 40%

Marriage 30 15%
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Tocontinueschooling 50 25%

Followingrelatives 40 20%

TOTAL 200 100%

Source:Researcher’sFieldSurvey,2025

Allthesegoesto show atrural-urbanmigration.To further

supportorprovethefirsthypothesistable3showsthenumberof

thingsthatmakelifeunpleasantintheruralarea,whichthenaidor

facilitatesmigrationofpeoplefrom ruralareasto urbancentres

seekingforthegoodthingoflife.

REASONWHYVILLAGEORRURALLIFEISUNPLESANT.

REASON NUMBER PERCENTAGE

Lackofavailablejob/trade 80 40%

Lackofadequatewatersupply 50 25%

Lackofelectricityandgoodroad 40 20%

Lackofentertainment 30 15%

TOTAL 200 100%

Source:Researcher’sFieldSurvey,2025

From theabovetable,lotofreasonswereadvancedforthe

unpleasantlifeoftheruralareaswhileproducing thebulkof

investmentscapital.Theruralareasreview arecommensurate

returnofresourcescomparedwiththeurbancentre.About45%

representlackofelectricity,pipebornewater,goodroadsand

communication.Inthesecondnationaldevelopmentplan1980-
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1975,only19%ofthepubliccapitalinvestment,health,education,

social,welfareandelectricitywereintheruralareas.Thethird

nationaldevelopmentplan of1975 to include statementof

concernaboutthisurban-ruralimbalance.Thissituationoflackof

socialamenities,ruralpoverty.Therefore,thehypothesisthatrural

povertyisresponsibleforrural-urbandriftsconfirmedtobetrue

automatically.
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AGEGROUPOFTHEMIGRANTS

AGEGROUP NUMBER PERCENTAGE

15-20years 40 20%

21-20years 50 25%

21-25years 50 25%

31-35years 30 15%

TOTAL 200 100%

Source:Researcher’sFieldSurvey,2025

Anattemptismadeinthistabletofindtheagegroupofthose

whoaremorelikelytomigratetotownandcitiesfrom IkoleLocal

Governmentareaandthisaffectedthedepartingandreceivingareas.

Ourfindingsrevealedthatthemigrantsclusteraroundtheagegroup

of15-35years;from thetable,itisobviousthatthepotentialmigrants

arerelativelyyounginage.Thisbecomessignificantthatmoreand

moreyoungpeoplearelearningtheirruralareas.Inthefield,work

carriedoutshowsthatnotonlythosevillagersdepopulatedbutalso

thestructureofthepopulationhavebeengreatlydistribute.Itwas

evidentin the household survey thatvirtually the generality of

economicallyactivepopulationhavedesertedvillageleavingbehind

theoldpeoplewhoareveryweaktoworkonthefarm.Theside

effectsofsuchdriftcouldbeattributedtothefactthatmigrants

leave the ruralareas because oflack ofopportunities and the

monotomyofrurallife.

Theoffshortofallthesethingsonagriculturewhichhasthe
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mainsayonboththeruralandurbancentreandthenationasa

wholeisgreat.Thelowagriculturalproductionaffectsboththerural

andurbansettings.Thisconfirm CharlesEliottrickledowneffect

theory.The situation demonstrated by the table enable us to

understandpreciselywhothemigrantstotheurbancentreareand

how ithasaffectedagriculture.Tocomplementthequestionnaire

methodandinterview usedtoelicitinformationregardingtheeffect

ofrural–urbanmigrationonboththedepartingandreceivingareas.

Forinterview conductedinthisregard,somequestionswereasked

suchaswhatarethenegativeeffectsfrom theresidentintheurban

centresstatethus:thatmigrationtourbancentreshaveconstituted

intheperiodicshortageofwaterandelectricitysupply.Inaddition,

someresidentsobservedtrafficcongestionpaucity ofsocialand

healthservices,increasedrobbery,violence,prostitutionandmany

others.Itisimperativetounderstandthatthemigrantsthatcouldnot

find jobsin theurban centresconstituteasocialnuisance.The

environmentsetup shanty houses creating slum.Pose threat

particularly ofhealth,the spread ofepidemic diseases become

inevitableoccurrence.Itwasequallyobservedinthecourseofthe

fieldsurveythatthepopulationconcentrationintheurbancentresare

duetorural-urbanmigration.Allthesegoestoshowthatthereceiving

aswellasthedepartingareasasshowninthesurveyabove.Onthe

whole,theconfirmstherecordofhypothesisasstatedabove.
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4.5 TESTINGOFHYPOTHESIS

Themajorfindingsintheresearchworkaresointeresting.The

researcherdiscoveredduringthesurveythat,thetwo hypothesis

propoundedatthebeginningofthisresearchworkhasbeenjustified.

Inthefirstplace,thehypothesiswhichstatedthatruralpovertyis

responsibleforrural-urbanmigrationhasbeenprovedright.Therural

populationduetolackofsocialamenitiesandforeconomicreasons

haveoptedoutmigrationoutofIkoleLocalGovernmentAreainEkiti

Stateourbancentre.Thisdisparitybetweentheurbancentrein

termsofincomedifferentialandinfrastructuralamenities andthe

poorrurallifenecessitateruralurbanmigration.Thesecondfinding

duringthesurveybytheresearcheristhatrural-urbanmigrations

have negative impacts on both the departing and the receiving

regions.During the research survey,itwas discovered thatthe

negativeeffectofrural-urbanmigrationintheruralareasrangesfrom

depopulationtolowagriculturalproduction.

4.6 SUMMARYOFTHECHAPTER

In a nutshell,asa resultofruralurban migration,a great

majorityoftheeconomicallyactivepopulationleavestheruralareas

totheurbancentres.Theygothereinsearchofgoodthingsoflife.

Thisagriculturalproductionasfewpeopleespeciallywomenweeleft

inthevillagefarm.Thesamethingisapplicabletotheurbancentres.

Asaresultofrural-urbanmigration,theurbancentresbecomesswell

up.Thelongandshortofalltheseontheurbancentreisthatit
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breedsmoresocialvicessuchasrobbery,prostitution,violenceand

whathaveyou.
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CHAPTERFIVE

5.0 SUMMARY,RECOMMENDATIONANDCONCLUSION

5.1 SUMMARYOFFINDINGS

Thisprojectworktitled.Theeconomicandsocialeffectof

rural-urbanmigrationinLocalGovernment.A casestudyofIkole

LocalGovernmentAreaofEkitiState.

Theresearchisformedbytheproblemsthatrural-urban

andsocially.Theresearchersattempttofindoutreasonresponsible

formassivemigration.Itimpactonboththeruralandurbanareas

andthemanpowerutilizationofthesemigrantsintheurbancanters.

During the field survey,the researchertested the two

hypothesisstatedinchapteroneanddiscoveredthatthehypothesis

wereconfirmedtoberighttherespondentsweregivenquestionnaire

andwereinterviewedorally.Theresearchconductbytheresearcher

confirmedthe hypothesisasbeinginchapterfourdealingwiththe

presentationandanalysisofdatacollected

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

From theforegoingdiscussionthefollowingarerecommended

andiffolloweditwillalleviatetheproblem ofrural-unbanmigration

in Nigeria.There is need to evolve a continuous deliberation

positiveandsincerepoliciesandprogrammetominimizeifnot

curbedthereforeinordertoreduceittothebarestminimum and

to ensure rapid ruraldevelopment the researcher here by

recommendedthefollowing:
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1. Stimulationruraldevelopmentsoastocreateastrong

barrier through creation of job opportunity by

establishingsmallscaleindustriesarecreatedthrough

programmemanyschoolleaversandgraduationcan

takeemploymentinruralareasinsteadofmigrating

urban centrein search ofjob which arefarbelow

desired

2. governmentshouldamatterofurgencyandpriority

embark on provision ofsocialand infrastructural

facilitiesthroughoutthenooksand cranniesofthe

country.Inthiswise,governmentshouldintensifyits

effortsinconstructionofstablefeederroadssoasto

facilitate easy access to urban centre for

transportationoffarm produceandatthesametime

forprocurementoffarm inputs.

3. Hospital,clinicandmaternitycentresshouldbemade

available forthe ruraldwellers.This is necessary

becausetheabilityandwillingnesstoengageinany

economicactivitieseffectivelydependsonthestateof

one’shealth.Therefore,ifpeoplearehealthyandif

theycaneasilyobtainhealthcareservices,theywill

expendstheirenergyandproducemoregoodsand

services. Moreso, deliberate establishment of

institutionofhigherlearningintheruralareasaswell
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as the developmentofothersocialinfrastructural

facilities like provision of pipe borne water and

electricityintherightdirection.

4. governmentshouldseriouslyencourageandstimulate

the community development project through all

necessary forms of assistance to improve rural

conditions.This could range from construction of

roads(feeder)establishmentofsmall-scaleindustries

andbuildingoffacilitiesamongothers.

5. Thereshould bepubliclectureorwidelycirculated

newspaper,pamphlets to inform and counselthe

schoolleaversandotherprospectivemigrantsabout

theconstraintsinthetown.

6. governmentshouldsetupco-operativestores,which

willsupplyprovisionsinthevillages.

7. expansionofsmall-scalelabourintensive.Industries

shouldbeencouragedtoenablemoreruralpeopleto

securejobs.

5.3 CONCLUSION

Thephenomenonorrural-urbanmigrationisoneofthemajor

problem cuttingacrossboththedevelopedanddevelopingcountries.

Butthe problem is much more prominentin Nigeria thatitis

estimatedthattherateofrural-urbanmigrationis50%ascompared

toabout30%populationgrowthrateanditshouldberatedthatthis
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highrateofrural-urbanmigrationhasstinginglyaidtothepoorrate

ofruraldevelopment.

Although,Nigeriagovernmenthasactivelyrespondedthrough

nationalpoliciesandnationaldevelopmentplans.Theconceptsof

balancedgrowthandtheaccelerateddevelopmentofagricultureand

ruralsectoratlarge.However,theactualallocationofresourcesas

estimatedinvariousnationaldevelopmentplanshavenotbeensuch

assustainthepriorityratinggenerallyattachedtoruraldevelopment

intheplans.Therefore,iftheaforementionedgovernmentpolicies

and programme are sincerely planned,initiated and carefully

implementedwiththesoleaim andgoalofdevelopingtheruralareas.

Thehighrateofrural-urbanmigrationwillbedrasticallyreducedifnot

totallyeradicatedinoursociety.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

QuestionnaireontheEconomicandSocialEffectofRural-Urban

MigrationinLocalGovernment.

AcasestudyofIkoleLocalGovernmentAreaofEkitiState.

Instruction

Mark( )foranychosenanswer.Fillintheblandandgiverelated

information as may be required.Youranswerwillbe treated

confidentially.Allinformationcollectedthroughthequestionnairewill

beheldinstrictconfidenceanduseitforstatisticalpurposeonly.

SECTIONA

1. Name:(Optional)_________________________________

2. Sex:(Mark)M ( ) F ( )

3. TelephoneNo.:______________________________________

4. Age:__________________________________________

5. EducationQualification:___________________________

6. WorkingExperience____________________________________

7. FullLocationAddress:_________________________________

SECTIONB

1. Whatisthesocialeffectofrural-urbanmigrationintheLocal

Government?

2. Whatistheeconomiceffectofrural-urbanmigrationintthe

LocalGovernment?

3. Didunemploymentleadstorural-urbanmigration?

Yes( ) No ( )
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4. Caninadequatepowersupplyleadtoruralurbanmigration?Yes

( ) No ( )

5. Canlowstandardoflivingarisetorural-urbanmigration?Yes

( ) No( )

6. Doyouthinkthatruralurbanmigrationiscontrollable?

Yes( ) No.( )ifyesstatethepossibleways

tocontrolruralurbanmigration

7. Caninflationleadtorural-urbanmigration

Yes( ) No( )

8. Doesyoursalarytallywithyourworkandqualification?

Yes( ) No( )

9. Areyoupaidsalaryonregularbasis?

Yes( ) No( )

10. Arethereanytimeyouregretservicerendered

Yes( ) No( )

11. Canlackofentertainmentleadstoruralurbanmigration?Yes

( ) No( )

12. Canlackofavailabletradeleadsrural–urbanmigration?

Yes( ) No.( )

13. Canlowlevelofeducationcauserural–urbanmigration?

Yes( ) No( )

14. Caninadequatesocialinfrastructurescauserural-urban

migration?Yes( ) No( )


