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ABSTRACT
Tourism has become a significant catalyst for socio-economic development across the globe, with beach tourism emerging as a vibrant sector capable of transforming local economies. This study examines the impact of beach tourism on tourism development in Kwara State, using Water View in Ilorin as a case study. It seeks to assess how beach-related activities contribute to economic growth, employment generation, infrastructure development, and cultural exchange within the state. The research adopts a mixed-methods approach, utilizing structured questionnaires, interviews, and field observations to gather data from tourists, local residents, business owners, and tourism officials. Findings reveal that Water View serves as a key attraction that stimulates local enterprise, promotes cultural integration, and enhances the state's visibility as a tourism destination. However, challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, poor marketing strategies, environmental degradation, and limited government support were identified as major constraints to maximizing the full potential of beach tourism in the area. The study concludes that with strategic investment, improved management practices, and sustainable tourism policies, beach tourism at Water View could significantly accelerate the development of Kwara State’s tourism sector. Recommendations are offered to stakeholders on enhancing the quality of beach tourism services and creating an enabling environment for sustainable tourism growth.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1	Background to the Study
Tourism has become a pivotal sector for fostering economic growth, promoting cultural heritage, and enhancing social integration worldwide (UNWTO, 2022). Among the various types of tourism, beach tourism stands out due to its recreational value and capacity to attract large numbers of tourists. Although beach tourism is commonly associated with coastal environments, inland destinations with suitable water bodies have also begun to explore its potential.
In Nigeria, beach tourism has traditionally thrived in coastal states like Lagos and Cross River. However, inland states such as Kwara are increasingly recognizing the untapped opportunities offered by their rivers and lakes (Adeleke, 2018). Water View Resort, located along the Agba Dam, GRA in Ilorin, serves as a significant case study. It offers various leisure activities including boat rides, artificial beach relaxation, swimming, and cultural performances, thereby contributing to the state's tourism portfolio.
Despite these developments, scholarly research on the specific contributions of beach tourism to tourism development in Kwara State remains limited. Consequently, there is a need to critically assess the extent to which Water View Resort has impacted the economic, socio-cultural, and infrastructural development of the region. Such evaluation is crucial for designing effective strategies that can strengthen the role of tourism in sustainable development.
1.2	Statement of the Problem
While Kwara State has made commendable efforts to promote tourism, its achievements remain modest compared to other Nigerian states with more prominent tourist attractions (Ojo & Akande, 2021). Destinations like Water View have the potential to diversify the state's economy and generate employment opportunities. Nevertheless, several challenges, including inadequate infrastructure, limited marketing, seasonal tourist flows, environmental degradation, and poor policy support, have hindered the full realization of these potentials (Nwankwo, 2020).
Moreover, the lack of comprehensive research on the role of beach tourism in inland states creates a gap in policy-making and development planning. It is therefore imperative to investigate the specific impacts, challenges, and opportunities associated with beach tourism at Water View Resort in order to inform future development initiatives.
1.3	Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to examine the impact of beach tourism on tourism development in Kwara State, with a focus on Water View Resort. The specific objectives are to:
1. 	Assess the contribution of Waterview Resort to the development of tourism in Kwara State.
2.	Identify the economic, social, and cultural impacts of beach tourism activities at Waterview Resort.
3.	Examine the challenges limiting the growth of beach tourism at Waterview.
4.	Provide recommendations for enhancing beach tourism and promoting broader tourism development in Kwara State.
1.4	Research Questions
This study will address the following research questions:
1.	In what ways has Waterview Resort contributed to tourism development in Kwara State?
2.	What are the economic, socio-cultural and environmental impacts of beach tourism activities at Waterview?
3.	What challenges are hindering the growth of beach tourism at Waterview?
4.	What strategies can be proposed to improve beach tourism and tourism development in Kwara State?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons:
It adds to the existing body of knowledge on inland beach tourism and its potential contributions to regional development (Smith, 2015). It offers valuable insights for policy makers, tourism managers, and private sector investors regarding the management and promotion of beach tourism in non-coastal areas.
It raises awareness among local communities about the economic, cultural, and environmental impacts of tourism.
It provides recommendations that could foster sustainable tourism development, ensuring long-term benefits for future generations (Goodwin, 2016).
1.6	Scope of the Study
This study focuses exclusively on Waterview Resort in Ilorin, Kwara State. It investigates the resort's role in tourism development, the impacts of its beach-related activities, the challenges it faces, and strategies for improvement. Although the findings may offer insights applicable to other parts of Nigeria, the analysis remains centered on Water View and its immediate surroundings.
1.7	Definition of Terms
Tourism Development: The strategic process of expanding and improving tourism services, infrastructure, and attractions to boost economic growth and social wellbeing.
Beach Tourism: A form of tourism focused on activities at beaches or waterfronts, including sunbathing, swimming, water sports, and cultural festivities (Hall, 2021)
Waterview Resort: A leisure and recreational center in Ilorin, Kwara State, offering water-based and beach-like activities.
Sustainable Tourism: Tourism that seeks to minimize environmental impacts while maximizing socio-economic benefits for host communities (UNEP & UNWTO, 2025).


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
Tourism is broadly defined as the activities of individuals traveling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business, or other purposes (UNWTO, 2019). Tourism serves as a critical engine for economic diversification, providing employment opportunities, promoting cultural heritage, and generating foreign exchange earnings (Cooper et al., 2018).
Tourism is a multifaceted activity that encompasses the movement of people from their usual place of residence to other destinations for leisure, business, or recreational purposes. This phenomenon has grown into a significant global industry, contributing to economic development, cultural exchange, and international understanding (UNWTO, 2020). Within the broader spectrum of tourism, beach tourism holds a unique position due to its distinct appeal as a leisure activity often centered on natural coastal environments (Telfer & Sharpley, 2015).
Tourism is broadly defined as the activities undertaken by individuals during their travel to destinations away from their habitual place of residence. The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO, 2020) defines it as "the activities of persons traveling to and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business, and other purposes". These activities range from cultural tourism, eco-tourism, adventure tourism, to more specialized forms like medical tourism or, in this case, beach tourism. Tourism is not only a leisure activity but a powerful economic force, influencing local economies through employment, infrastructure development, and business growth.

2.1	Beach Tourism
Beach tourism refers to tourism activities that revolve around beach environments, where sunbathing, swimming, recreational boating, and water sports are major attractions (Hall, 2016). While traditionally associated with coastal regions, inland water bodies like rivers and lakes have been adapted to simulate beach environments, expanding the possibilities for beach tourism (Jennings, 2017).
Beach tourism, a sub-category of coastal or marine tourism, specifically refers to travel that is centered on beaches and coastal areas. The appeal of beach tourism lies in the natural beauty and tranquility of coastal environments, offering opportunities for relaxation, water-based activities, and enjoying scenic landscapes. According to Hall (2021), beach tourism typically involves activities such as swimming, sunbathing, water sports (e.g., surfing, snorkeling, and diving), and other recreational activities.
The global popularity of beach destinations is evident in areas such as the Caribbean, Southeast Asia, and the Mediterranean, where millions of tourists visit annually for leisure and relaxation (Cooper, 2015). Beach tourism contributes significantly to the tourism industry, generating substantial revenue for local economies, especially in regions where beaches are a primary tourist attraction.
2.2 Global Perspectives on Beach Tourism
Globally, beach tourism has been one of the most lucrative sectors, contributing significantly to GDP in countries like Spain, Thailand, and the Maldives (UNWTO, 2022). Research by Hall (2021) emphasizes that beach tourism not only generates direct employment but also fosters indirect growth through supporting industries such as transportation, food and beverages, and cultural industries.
Given the growing concerns about the environmental and social impacts of beach tourism, the concept of sustainable tourism has become increasingly important. Sustainable beach tourism aims to minimize negative environmental effects while maximizing the benefits for local communities. This approach includes strategies such as eco-tourism, conservation of natural habitats, and the promotion of responsible tourism behaviors among visitors (Bramwell & Lane, 2020).
Sustainable tourism practices include promoting eco-friendly accommodations, responsible waste management, reducing water consumption, and encouraging tourists to respect local cultures and environments. In this context, community involvement is key, as local residents are often best positioned to implement and maintain sustainability practices (Jafari, 2021).
2.3	Positive Impact of Beach Tourism
Beach tourism offers various economic, socio-cultural, and environmental impacts:
2.3.1	Economic Impacts of Beach Tourism
Beach tourism plays a critical role in economic development, particularly in coastal communities. It serves as a source of income, job creation, and business development. Tourism-related businesses, such as hotels, resorts, restaurants, and transport services, directly benefit from the influx of tourists to beach destinations (Pigram & Jenkins, 2019). Furthermore, beach tourism encourages the development of infrastructure, including roads, airports, and recreational facilities, which can benefit the broader community.
For example, in many tropical destinations, beach tourism constitutes a major portion of the local economy, contributing to national GDP and employment. In coastal areas of countries like Thailand and Indonesia, tourism development has led to increased investments in infrastructure, higher living standards, and the creation of jobs in hospitality, transportation, and other sectors (Sharpley, 2018).
2.3.2	Social and Cultural Impacts
While beach tourism offers economic benefits, it also influences social and cultural aspects of local communities. Positive impacts include the promotion of cultural exchange between tourists and local populations. The presence of tourists in coastal regions often encourages the preservation of traditional customs and the showcasing of local culture, arts, and crafts (McKercher, 2024). In some cases, local communities benefit from the opportunity to engage with international visitors, fostering mutual understanding and collaboration.
However, the social impacts of beach tourism can also be negative. Overcrowding, the commodification of local culture, and the erosion of traditional lifestyles are common concerns in destinations heavily reliant on beach tourism. Excessive tourist numbers can strain local resources and lead to the marginalization of indigenous practices (Pizam & Mansfeld, 2019). Additionally, the cultural dilution resulting from the influx of foreign tourists can sometimes alter the identity of local communities, leading to concerns about the loss of authenticity.
2.3.3	Environmental Impacts of Beach Tourism
Beach tourism, like other forms of tourism, has a significant environmental footprint. While beach destinations are inherently valued for their natural beauty, the activities associated with beach tourism can lead to environmental degradation. Some of the primary environmental issues include beach erosion, pollution (such as plastic waste and oil spills), and disruption of local ecosystems (Gössling, 2022).
The large-scale construction of resorts and infrastructure in coastal areas often leads to habitat destruction, especially for marine life and coastal vegetation. This can have long-lasting consequences on the biodiversity of the region. Moreover, activities such as water sports, boat tours, and large-scale tourism developments can lead to over-exploitation of coastal resources, putting pressure on ecosystems that are already vulnerable to climate change and human activities (Wheeller, 2021).
2.4	Beach Tourism in Nigeria
In Nigeria, beach tourism has been predominantly concentrated in coastal areas, particularly in Lagos with beaches like Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi. Studies by Adebayo and Iweka (2017) indicate that beach tourism in Nigeria faces challenges such as insecurity, environmental pollution, and underdeveloped infrastructure. However, the potential for expansion into inland water-based tourism destinations remains largely unexplored.
Beach tourism is an essential component of the global tourism industry, offering both significant economic benefits and unique challenges. While it has the potential to contribute to job creation, infrastructure development, and cultural exchange, it also poses risks to local environments and communities (Hall, 2021). The concept of sustainable beach tourism is vital to ensure that the benefits of beach tourism are preserved for future generations, while minimizing its adverse impacts on the environment and local cultures. By integrating sustainable practices, beach destinations can continue to attract visitors while maintaining their natural and cultural integrity (Jennings, 2017).
2.5	Tourism Development in Kwara State
Kwara State, located in central Nigeria, is rich in cultural and natural attractions, positioning it as a promising destination for tourism development. The state's tourism potential includes historical sites like the Esie Museum, Owu Waterfall, and the National Museum in Ilorin, alongside cultural festivals such as the Ilorin Emirate Durbar Awon Mass Wedding, Ijakadi festivals among many others (Agboola, 2020). These attractions offer opportunities for both heritage and eco-tourism, with natural landscapes and cultural traditions that can draw both local and international tourists.
Tourism contributes significantly to the local economy by creating jobs and promoting local businesses, including hospitality, transportation, and crafts (Ogunyemi, 2016). However, infrastructure challenges, including poor access to many tourist sites and limited transport options, hinder further growth. Additionally, the lack of coordinated efforts between the government and private sector, coupled with underutilized marketing strategies, limits the state's tourism appeal (Ilemobade, 2017).
Despite these challenges, Kwara's tourism potential can be maximized through government initiatives such as the Kwara State Hospitality and Tourism Board, which focuses on cultural preservation and infrastructure development. Private sector involvement, particularly through public-private partnerships, is key to expanding tourism services and improving visitor experiences (Agboola, 2020).
Ojo and Akande (2021) highlighted that Kwara State possesses numerous untapped tourism resources, including historical sites, festivals, and river bodies. However, lack of adequate infrastructures, poor marketing, and low governmental support have impeded tourism growth. Waterview Resort stands out as a private initiative that attempts to bridge this gap by simulating beach experiences along the Asa River.
In conclusion, with strategic investments in infrastructure, marketing, and sustainability, Kwara State can harness its tourism potential, generating economic growth while preserving its cultural and natural heritage for future generations.

2.6	Challenges of Beach Tourism Development in Kwara State
Several issues impede the sustainable growth of beach tourism at Water View and similar sites:
1. 	Inadequate transportation and accommodation facilities (Adeleke, 2018).
2. 	Environmental degradation due to poor waste management practices.
3. 	Weak policy frameworks and lack of incentives for private investors.
4. 	Seasonal variations impacting tourist activities and profitability.
5. 	Level of Insecurity of the country
2.7	Strategies for Enhancing Beach Tourism Development
Best practices for boosting beach tourism, especially in emerging destinations, include:
1.	Infrastructure Development: Improving access roads, water supply, electricity, and communication networks.
2.	Environmental Sustainability: Implementing eco-friendly practices such as waste recycling and habitat restoration.
3.	Marketing and Promotion: Branding Water View as a premier inland beach destination through digital marketing, tourism fairs, and partnerships.
4.	Capacity Building: Training local communities in tourism management and hospitality services.





CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 	Research Design
This study adopts a descriptive survey research design. A descriptive survey is appropriate for studies that seek to describe the characteristics, opinions, behaviors, or experiences of a population based on data collected from a sample. This design enables the researcher to systematically gather information regarding the impact of beach tourism on tourism development at Waterview Resort in Ilorin, Kwara State.
3.2	Population of the Study
The population for this study comprises staff members of Waterview Resort, tourists visiting the resort, and local community residents in the surrounding area. The choice of this population is based on their direct and indirect experiences with the operations and impacts of the beach tourism activities at Waterview.
3.3	Sample Size and Sampling Technique
Given the diverse nature of the population, the study employs a stratified random sampling technique. The population was stratified into three groups:
Waterview staff
Tourists
Local residents
From each group, respondents were randomly selected to ensure fair representation. A total of 120 respondents were selected for the study: 20 staff, 70 tourists, and 30 community residents.

3.4 	Instrument
The primary instrument for data collection is a structured questionnaire developed by the researcher. The questionnaire is divided into two sections:
The questionnaire employed both closed-ended questions (using Likert scale format) and a few open-ended questions to capture detailed opinions.
3.5	Validity and Reliability of the Instruments
To ensure the content validity of the questionnaire, the instrument was reviewed by two experts in tourism studies and research methodology. Their feedback helped refine the questions for clarity, relevance, and comprehensiveness.
The reliability of the instrument was tested through a pilot study involving 20 respondents who were not part of the main study sample. The responses were subjected to a Cronbach’s Alpha reliability test, yielding a coefficient of 0.83, indicating a high level of internal consistency.
3.6	Method of Data Collection
Data were collected through personal administration of questionnaires to the selected respondents. The researcher was assisted by two trained research assistants who distributed and retrieved the questionnaires within a two-week period to maximize response rate and ensure clarification where necessary.
In addition to the questionnaire, informal interviews were conducted with selected Waterview management staff to gain deeper insights into the operational challenges and developmental strategies.
3.7	Method of Data Analysis
The data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency counts, percentages, and charts were used to summarize the responses. 
Qualitative responses from open-ended questions and interviews were analyzed through thematic analysis, allowing for the identification of recurring themes and patterns.
CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION
4.0	Introduction
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected from respondents and secondary sources. The analysis provides insights into patterns of tourist movement, influencing factors, challenges, and prospects. 
It is divided into three parts; the first part involves socio- demographic characteristics of the respondents. These include gender, age, educational qualification, occupation, marital status and religion affiliation. The second part focuses on the results of research question of the study and the last section is the discussion of research results.
The presentation of data is expressed below based on the information gotten from questionnaire and interviews. Both qualitative and quantitative data are presented using tables, charts, and statistical tools.
In this present work, a total number of 120 questionnaires were distributed. All questionnaires were recovered from the respondents. 


4.1 Demographic Attributes of Respondents
Table 4.1: Socio demographic data of respondents
	Characteristics
	Frequency
	Percentage %

	Gender
Male
Female
	
71
49
	
59.17
40.83

	Age
18 - 25
26 - 35
36 - 45
46 - 55
55 – Above
	
12
41
34
21
12
	
10.00
34.17
28.33
17.50
10.00

	Educational qualification
Primary Education
Secondary Education
ND/NCE
HND/Degree
Others
	
2
5
28
53
32
	
1.70
4.17
23.33
44.17
26.67

	Occupation
Waterview Staff members
Tourists
Residents
	
20
70
30
	
16.67
58.33
25.00

	Marital Status
Single
Married
Divorced
Widowed
Others
	
17
73
11
7
12
	
14.16
60.83
9.17
5.83
10.00

	Religion Affiliation
Islam
Christianity
Others
	
59
47
14
	
49.17
39.17
11.66

	Total
	120
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The demographic characteristics of the respondents reveal a varied distribution across gender, age, education, occupation, marital status, and religion. A majority of respondents are male (59.17%), with the largest age group being 26–35 years (34.17%). Educationally, most participants hold an HND/Degree (44.17%), while tourists form the majority of the sample (58.33%). In terms of marital status, the majorities are married (60.83%), and Islam is the predominant religion (49.17%). This data provides a comprehensive understanding of the profile of individuals engaging with beach tourism activities at Waterview Resort, Ilorin.
4.2 Presentation of Research Objectives based on Research Questions
4.2.1 Research Question 1: In what ways has Waterview Resort contributed to tourism development in Kwara State?
Table 4.2: Respondents' views on the contribution of beach tourism to tourism development
	Findings
	Frequency (n)
	Percentage (%)

	Increase in economic  activities
	74
	61.7%

	Employment opportunities
	58
	48.3%

	Infrastructure improvement
	42
	35.0%

	Cultural exchange and awareness
	86
	71.7%

	Environmental awareness and conservation
	75
	62.5%

	Community development
	81
	67.5%

	Educational opportunities
	85
	70.8

	Health and recreation
	70
	58.3


Source: Field Survey, 2025


Figure 4.1

The study shows that beach tourism has a wide range of positive impacts on development. The most recognized benefits include cultural exchange and awareness (71.7%), educational opportunities (70.8%), and community development (67.5%), indicating that social and cultural growths are key outcomes of beach tourism.
Other significant impacts include environmental awareness and conservation (62.5%), economic activities (61.7%), and health and recreation (58.3%), reflecting the role of tourism in promoting sustainability, local business growth, and well-being.
While employment opportunities (48.3%) and infrastructure improvement (35.0%) were less frequently noted, they still represent important contributions, though possibly limited by seasonal or uneven development.
Overall, beach tourism is seen as a major driver of social, economic, and environmental progress, with the strongest influence in areas related to culture, education, and community development.
4.2.1 Research Question 2: What are the impacts of beach tourism activities at Waterview?
Table 4.3: Respondents' views on the impacts of beach tourism
	Findings
	Frequency (n)
	Percentage (%)

	Environmental degradation
	98
	81.7%

	Cultural erosion
	88
	73.3%

	Overcrowding
	78
	65.0%

	Increased cost of living
	86
	71.7%

	Seasonal dependency
	75
	62.5%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Figure 4.2

The study highlights several significant negative effects of beach tourism. The most reported concern is environmental degradation (81.7%), showing widespread awareness of pollution and ecosystem damage caused by tourism activities. Cultural erosion (73.3%) and increased cost of living (71.7%) are also major issues, reflecting the loss of traditional values and rising prices that affect local residents.
Other concerns include overcrowding (65.0%), which reduces comfort and strains local infrastructure, and seasonal dependency (62.5%), indicating that tourism-related income and jobs are often unstable and limited to peak seasons.
Overall, the findings suggest that while beach tourism offers benefits, it also presents serious challenges that require sustainable management and community-focused solutions.
4.2.1 Research Question 3: What challenges are hindering the growth of beach tourism at Waterview?
Table 4.4: Respondents' views on the challenges hindering the growth of beach tourism
	Findings
	Frequency (n)
	Percentage (%)

	Inadequate infrastructure
	102
	85.0%

	Poor marketing strategy
	86
	71.7%

	Seasonal tourist flows
	82
	68.3%

	Lack of public-private partnership
	95
	79.2%

	Inadequate policy support
	75
	62.5%

	Environmental degradation
	81
	67.5%

	Low income 
	112
	93.3%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

Figure 4.3

The study identifies several major challenges limiting the development of beach tourism. The most pressing issue is low income (93.3%), indicating that many locals and tourism workers earn insufficient revenue from the sector. Inadequate infrastructure (85.0%) and a lack of public-private partnership (79.2%) also pose serious obstacles, affecting service delivery, investment, and sustainable development.
Other key challenges include poor marketing strategy (71.7%), which reduces tourist awareness, and seasonal tourist flows (68.3%), leading to unstable income and underuse of facilities. Environmental degradation (67.5%) remains a concern due to unregulated activities, while inadequate policy support (62.5%) highlights the need for stronger government involvement.
Overall, these findings emphasize the need for improved infrastructure, better income opportunities, effective marketing, strategic partnerships, and stronger policies to unlock the full potential of beach tourism.
4.2.1 Research Question 4: What strategies can be proposed to improve beach tourism and tourism development in Kwara State?
Table 4.5: Respondents' views on the strategies to improve beach tourism
	Findings
	Frequency (n)
	Percentage (%)

	Strategic investment
	104
	86.7%

	Improved management practices
	98
	81.6%

	Public-private partnership
	116
	96.6%

	Sustainable tourism policies
	96
	80.0%

	Improved Security
	105
	87.5%

	Improved marketing strategy
	81
	67.5%

	Capacity building
	85
	70.8


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The study highlights key strategies needed to improve beach tourism. The most widely supported approach is fostering public-private partnerships (96.6%), followed by ensuring improved security (87.5%) and encouraging strategic investment (86.7%) in infrastructure and services.
Other important strategies include adopting improved management practices (81.6%) and implementing sustainable tourism policies (80.0%) to promote long-term growth. Capacity building (70.8%) is also seen as essential for enhancing local skills and participation, while improved marketing strategies (67.5%) are needed to attract more visitors and increase destination visibility.
Overall, the findings emphasize a holistic approach that combines investment, safety, sustainability, effective governance, and human development to drive the successful growth of beach tourism.
4.3	Discussion of Research Results
The comprehensive discussion is been presented base on the respondents' view regarding the objectives of the research. 
Objective one aims to highlight how beach tourism contributes to the development of tourism. The study reveals several key areas where beach tourism significantly contributes to development. The highest proportion of respondents (71.7%) identified cultural exchange and awareness as the most notable impact. This suggests that beach tourism plays a vital role in fostering interaction between tourists and local communities, thereby promoting mutual understanding and appreciation of cultural heritage.
Closely following this is the recognition of educational opportunities, with 70.8% of respondents acknowledging that beach tourism creates platforms for learning, including marine research, environmental education, and hospitality training. This indicates that beach tourism has a strong link to academic and informal educational development.
In terms of community development, 67.5% of respondents affirmed that beach tourism contributes meaningfully to the growth and empowerment of local populations. This includes improved social infrastructure, increased participation in community-based tourism activities, and overall local engagement in development initiatives.
The study also found that environmental awareness and conservation were highlighted by 62.5% of respondents. This underscores the role of beach tourism in promoting the preservation of natural resources and fostering sustainable tourism practices that benefit both the environment and future generations.
Additionally, 61.7% of respondents agreed that beach tourism leads to an increase in economic activities. This encompasses the stimulation of local businesses, increased market demand, and the attraction of both domestic and foreign investment.
A total of 58.3% of participants noted the contribution of beach tourism to health and recreational development, emphasizing its importance in promoting leisure, relaxation, and wellness through various beachside activities and facilities.
Employment opportunities were recognized by 48.3% of the respondents, indicating that while job creation is a clear benefit, it may not be as widespread or evenly distributed compared to other areas. Employment tends to be seasonal or limited to specific sectors such as hospitality and tour services.
Lastly, infrastructure improvement was identified by 35.0% of respondents as an impact of beach tourism. Though considered the least among the factors, this finding still reflects some level of progress in the development of transport, utilities, and general amenities, primarily driven by the need to accommodate tourists.
In summary, the findings suggest that beach tourism contributes to development across multiple dimensions—particularly cultural, educational, and community aspects—while also supporting economic, environmental, health, and infrastructure growth. The varying levels of acknowledgment among respondents reflect the diverse and sometimes uneven distribution of these benefits.
Objective two reveals several key concerns associated with beach tourism, particularly its negative effects on the environment, culture, and local communities.
The most widely recognized negative impact is environmental degradation, reported by 81.7% of respondents. This high percentage indicates a strong awareness of how beach tourism contributes to pollution, destruction of natural habitats, littering, and general ecological imbalance. The findings suggest that tourism activities, if not properly managed, pose serious threats to coastal ecosystems and biodiversity.
Following closely is the issue of cultural erosion, highlighted by 73.3% of respondents. This reflects the belief that increased tourist presence and exposure to foreign lifestyles may lead to the weakening or loss of traditional values, customs, and identities within local communities. The commercialization of culture for entertainment or economic purposes may also contribute to this erosion.
Another significant concern is the increased cost of living, noted by 71.7% of respondents. This indicates that beach tourism often drives up the prices of basic goods, housing, and services, making them less affordable for local residents. The inflationary pressure from tourism demand can especially burden low-income households in popular beach areas.
Overcrowding was reported by 65.0% of respondents as a noticeable problem. This suggests that during peak tourism seasons, beach destinations become congested with locals and visitors, resulting in reduced comfort, strain on public facilities, and potential safety hazards.
Finally, seasonal dependency was mentioned by 62.5% of respondents. This highlights the vulnerability of tourism-dependent economies to fluctuations in tourist arrivals, often linked to weather patterns, holidays, or global travel trends. As a result, income and employment opportunities may be unstable and inconsistent throughout the year.
In summary, the findings point to serious challenges posed by beach tourism, including environmental harm, cultural loss, rising living costs, congestion, and economic instability. These concerns emphasize the need for sustainable planning, community involvement, and effective regulation to minimize the negative impacts of beach tourism while preserving its long-term benefits.
Objective three brings to light several critical challenges affecting the growth and sustainability of beach tourism. The most prominent among these is low income, as reported by 93.3% of respondents. This finding indicates that a vast majority of stakeholders—likely including local residents, small business owners, and tourism workers—are not earning sufficient income from beach tourism. This may be due to low tourist spending, limited investment, or unequal distribution of tourism-generated revenue.
Closely following is the issue of inadequate infrastructure, cited by 85.0% of respondents. This highlights the pressing need for improved facilities such as access roads, water supply, electricity, waste management, and public amenities. Poor infrastructure not only affects visitor experience but also discourages private investment and limits the full potential of beach destinations.
A significant 79.2% of respondents identified a lack of public-private partnership as a major obstacle. This reflects the absence or weakness of collaboration between government bodies and private investors in the development and management of beach tourism resources. Without such partnerships, projects often suffer from underfunding, poor planning, and lack of innovation.
Poor marketing strategy was also a concern for 71.7% of respondents, suggesting that beach tourism destinations are not being effectively promoted to local and international audiences. Ineffective branding, limited use of digital platforms, and lack of promotional campaigns may contribute to low tourist awareness and visitation.
The issue of seasonal tourist flows, noted by 68.3% of respondents, indicates that tourist arrivals are concentrated in specific months, leading to inconsistent income and underutilization of tourism facilities during off-peak periods. This seasonal dependence creates instability for workers and businesses reliant on year-round tourism.
Another notable concern is environmental degradation, reported by 67.5% of participants. This points to ongoing damage to beach environments due to unregulated activities, pollution, and poor waste management. Environmental decline not only affects biodiversity but also diminishes the attractiveness of the destination.
Lastly, inadequate policy support was identified by 62.5% of respondents, indicating that existing government policies may be insufficient, outdated, or poorly implemented. The lack of strong regulatory frameworks, incentives, and developmental plans undermines efforts to grow and sustain the beach tourism sector.
In conclusion, the findings present a complex picture of the challenges facing beach tourism development. Key issues such as low income, inadequate infrastructure, weak public-private collaboration, poor marketing, and environmental degradation must be addressed through coordinated policy action, strategic investment, and sustainable tourism planning. These challenges, if left unresolved, could limit the long-term potential of beach tourism as a driver of economic and social development.
Lastly, objective four intends to provide some strategic measures that can help the growth of beach tourism. The findings from the study outline several strategic measures considered essential for improving beach tourism development. Among the most strongly supported strategies is the promotion of public-private partnership, with 96.6% of respondents emphasizing its importance. This underscores a widespread belief that collaboration between government agencies and private sector players is crucial for mobilizing resources, enhancing infrastructure, and ensuring efficient management of beach tourism assets.
Closely following is the call for improved security, highlighted by 87.5% of respondents. This suggests that safety and protection of both tourists and local communities are key to building trust and encouraging consistent visitation. Security concerns—ranging from petty crime to environmental hazards—must be addressed to enhance the attractiveness and competitiveness of beach destinations.
The importance of strategic investment is also strongly recognized, with 86.7% of participants affirming its role in tourism growth. This includes targeted funding in infrastructure, hospitality services, technology, and environmental conservation. Strategic investments are seen as essential for modernizing facilities, improving service delivery, and increasing the carrying capacity of beach locations.
Improved management practices were identified by 81.6% of respondents as necessary for the efficient operation and sustainability of beach tourism. This reflects the need for professional and accountable tourism administration, including staff training, operational standards, customer service, and resource management.
The adoption of sustainable tourism policies was noted by 80.0% of respondents. This reflects growing awareness of the need to balance tourism growth with environmental conservation, cultural preservation, and community well-being. Such policies would ensure that beach tourism development is long-lasting, inclusive, and environmentally friendly.
Capacity building also emerged as an important strategy, recognized by 70.8% of respondents. This suggests a need for skill development, education, and training programs for tourism workers, local entrepreneurs, and government officials to enhance service quality and increase local participation in the tourism value chain.
Finally, improved marketing strategy was acknowledged by 67.5% of respondents as a vital area for improvement. This indicates that better promotion, digital presence, branding, and communication efforts are needed to raise awareness of beach destinations, attract more tourists, and compete with global tourism markets.
In summary, the findings demonstrate a strong consensus on the need for multi-dimensional strategies to enhance beach tourism. These include fostering public-private partnerships, increasing investment, ensuring security, adopting sustainable policies, and strengthening human capacity. Addressing these areas will not only boost tourist inflow and satisfaction but also ensure long-term economic, environmental, and social benefits for local communities.





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
This study examined the impact of beach tourism on tourism development in Kwara State, using Water View Resort in Ilorin as a case study. The major objectives were to assess the economic, socio-cultural, and environmental effects of beach tourism on the host community.
From the data analysis, the following findings emerged:
1. Economic Impact: Beach tourism at Waterview has significantly contributed to job creation, boosted local businesses, and improved transport and service industries.
2. Socio-Cultural Impact: Tourism activities have enhanced cultural exchange and fostered a sense of pride among the local population. However, a few respondents raised concerns about the potential for cultural dilution.
3. Environmental Impact: Increased waste generation and pollution were notable challenges associated with tourism activities. Nevertheless, there are growing efforts towards promoting eco-tourism practices.
A significant relationship exists between beach tourism activities and overall tourism development in Ilorin, Kwara State.
5.2	Conclusion
Beach tourism at Waterview Resort has shown itself to be a strong catalyst for local economic growth, cultural promotion, and increased visibility of Kwara State as a tourist destination. However, the environmental management of the beach and surrounding areas requires greater attention to ensure sustainable tourism development.
In line with the findings, it can be concluded that if properly managed, beach tourism has the potential to substantially contribute to the socio-economic and cultural development of Kwara State, while positioning it as a viable tourist destination in Nigeria.
5.3	Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made:
1.	Improved Environmental Management: Management at Water View should implement strict waste disposal regulations and provide adequate waste management facilities to prevent environmental degradation.
Regular clean-up exercises should be organized, involving both tourists and local residents.
2.	Promotion of Eco-Tourism Practices: Waterview Resort should invest in eco-friendly initiatives such as recycling programs, use of biodegradable materials, and educational campaigns on sustainable tourism for visitors.
3.	Capacity Building for Local Communities: Training programs should be provided to local residents on how to offer tourism-related services (e.g., local tours, cultural exhibitions) to maximize the economic benefits of beach tourism.
4.	Policy Development: Government agencies, such as the Kwara State Tourism Board, should formulate and enforce policies that promote sustainable beach tourism while protecting cultural and environmental assets.
5.	Marketing and Promotion: Waterview management should partner with national and international tourism organizations to better market the resort and attract a larger volume of tourists, including international visitors.
6.	Infrastructure Development: Basic infrastructure such as road networks, electricity, water supply, and security around Waterview Resort should be improved to create a more conducive environment for tourism activities.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRES
Department of Tourism Management Technology
Kwara State Polytechnic,
Ilorin, Kwara State.
Dear Sir/Ma
This questionnaire seeks information on "Impact of beach tourism to tourism development in Kwara State (A case of Waterview Resort) Ilorin."
Sir/Ma, your kind response will be appreciated.
Thank you.
Section A: Bio-Data of Respondents
Please tick (✓) the appropriate options that apply to you.
1. Gender a) Male (    ) b) Female (     )
2. Age a) 18 – 25 (      ) b) 26 – 35 (      ) c) 36 – 45 (   ) d) 46 – 55 (       )
e) 55 and Above (      )
3. Educational Qualification a) Primary Education (      ) b) Secondary Education (     ) c) ND/NCE (      ) d) HND/Degree (        ) e) Others (please specify): ____________________
4. Occupation a) Waterview staff (      ) b) Tourist (      ) c) Resident (      )
5. Marital Status a) single (      ) b) Married (      ) c) Divorced (      ) d) Widows (      ) e) Other _________________
6. Religious Affiliation a) Islam (       ) b) Christianity (      ) c) Traditional Religion (      ) d) Others (please specify): ____________________
Section B: Impact of beach tourism to tourism development in Kwara State (A case of Waterview Resort) Ilorin
Instruction: Please tick (✓) option(s) that best express your level of agreement with the following statements.
1. In what ways has Waterview Resort contributed to tourism development in Kwara State?
1. Increase in economic activities (    )
2. Employment opportunities (    )
3. Infrastructure improvement (    )
4. Cultural exchange and awareness (    )
5. Environmental awareness and conservation (    )
6. Community development (    )
7. Educational opportunities (    )
8. Health and recreation (    )
2. What are the impacts of beach tourism activities at Waterview?
1. Environmental degradation (    )
2. Cultural erosion (    )
3. Overcrowding (   )
4. Increased cost of living (   )
5. Seasonal dependency (   )

3. What challenges are hindering the growth of beach tourism at Waterview?
1. Inadequate infrastructure (   )
2. Poor marketing strategy (   )
3. Seasonal tourist flow (   )
4. Lack of private-private partnership (   )
5. Inadequate policy support (   )
6. Environmental degradation (   )
7. Low income (   )
4. What strategies can be proposed to improve beach tourism and tourism development in Kwara State?
1. Strategic investment (   )
2. Improved management practices (   )
3. Public-private partnership (   )
4. Sustainable tourism policies (   )
5. Improved Security (   )
6. Improved marketing strategy (   )
7. Capacity building (   )

Negative impacts of beach tourism activities 
Series 2	Environmental degradation	Cultural erosion	Overcrowding	Increased cost of living	Seasonal dependency	98	88	78	86	75	Challenges hindering the growth of beach tourism

Sales	Inadequate infrastructure 102 (85%)	Poor marketing strategy 86 (71.7%)	Seasonal tourist flows 82 (68.3%)	Lack of public-private partnership 95 (79.2)	Inadequate policy support 75 (62.5%)	Environmental degradation 81 (67.5%)	Low income 112 (93.3%) 	102	86	82	95	75	81	112	Contribution of beach tourism to tourism development
Series 1	Increase in economic  activities	Employment opportunities	Infrastructure improvement	Cultural exchange and awareness	Environmental awareness and conservation	Community development	Educational opportunities	Health and recreation	74	58	42	86	75	81	85	70	