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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State, Nigeria. The research explores how various forms of censorship governmental, organizational, and self-censorship affect journalistic practices, including news accuracy, objectivity, and freedom of expression. Using a mixed methods approach, data were collected through questionnaires distributed to practicing journalists across various media houses in Kwara State, alongside interviews with selected media professionals. The findings reveal that censorship significantly hinders journalistic freedom and negatively impacts content quality, job satisfaction, and ethical standards. Many journalists admitted to practicing self censorship due to fear of sanctions, job loss, or political pressure. The study concludes that news censorship undermines the watchdog role of the media and calls for stronger legal protections and editorial independence to improve journalistic performance and promote press freedom in Nigeria.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 	Background to the Study
The media serves as a powerful institution for shaping public discourse, promoting accountability, and driving societal change. Journalism, as a key component of the media, provides accurate, timely, and unbiased information to the public. However, the ability of journalists to perform their duties is often constrained by censorship, a global phenomenon that limits freedom of expression and the press. According to the 2023 Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index, Nigeria ranks poorly due to increasing restrictions, harassment, and violence against journalists.
News censorship involves the suppression, alteration, or restriction of information by governments, corporate entities, or even media owners. In Nigeria, censorship often manifests as political interference, intimidation, and financial pressures, which significantly impede journalistic independence. The International Press Institute (2022) highlights that Nigerian journalists face increasing challenges, including legal restrictions, physical assaults, and technological surveillance, all of which affect their performance and ability to report objectively. Censorship is the suppression of speech, public communication or other information which may be considered objectionable, harmful, sensitive, politically incorrect or inconvenient as determined by governments, media outlets, authorities or other groups or institutions (Goldberg, Stefaan and Prosser (2010).
Governments, private organizations and individuals may engage in censorship. When an individual such as an author or other creator engages in censorship of their own works or speech, it is called self-censorship. Censorship may be direct or it may be indirect, in which case it is called soft censorship. It occurs in a variety of different media, including speech, books, music, films, and other arts, the press, radio, television, and the Internet for a variety of claimed reasons including national security, to control obscenity, child pornography, and hate speech, to protect children or other vulnerable groups, to promote or restrict political or religious views, and to prevent slander and libel. With respect to the mass media, it is the duty of the mass media to provide information, escapism, and entertainment, give self-worth and link different societies to other societies. (Ndolo, 2006). In any country, the media are expected to be the voice of the voiceless and to seek justice, which is the true nature of journalism. The media, in the performance of its duty is expected to be neutral, objective and balanced. However, achieving this has proven to be difficult due to some factors, the most significant of all, being censorship of the media (Dafiaghor, 2011).
In Nigeria, as well as other developing countries, freedom is still elusive based on historical information. The media began without any definite statutory control. For instance, the first documented newspaper – Iwe Iroyin was published in 1859 without a laid down law by the state regulating the activities of publishers (Ishaya, 2005). Although this unregulated situation did not remain unchecked as the government grew increasingly unsettled by media content. It experienced occasional interruption by the then colonial government. This unrest increased with the emergence of nationalist papers and the need for media independence became inevitable.
In Kwara State, a growing media hub in Nigeria, journalists encounter these challenges in unique ways. Media outlets in the state, often influenced by local political and economic interests, are subjected to direct censorship from authorities or self-censorship due to fears of reprisal. This raises significant concerns about the state of journalism in Kwara, particularly regarding its performance and credibility. While studies on censorship are abundant globally, localized research in Kwara State remains sparse. This study aims to bridge this gap by exploring how censorship impacts the performance of journalists in the state, shedding light on their experiences and coping strategies.

1.2 	Statement of the Problem
Journalists in Kwara State operate within a challenging environment where censorship is pervasive. Government officials and other powerful figures often impose restrictions on the media to control narratives and suppress dissenting voices. Media proprietors, many of whom have affiliations with political entities, also play a role in determining the content that reaches the public. As noted by Ojebode and Adegbola (2021), the prevalence of censorship not only compromises the quality of news but also erodes public trust in the media. Self-censorship is another significant issue. Journalists, aware of the potential consequences of defying powerful interests, often choose to avoid controversial topics altogether. This practice negatively affects their creativity, objectivity, and overall performance. Studies by Ajibade and Folarin (2022) and Freedom House (2023) confirm that Nigerian journalists frequently experience job dissatisfaction and ethical dilemmas due to these constraints. Despite the evident impact of censorship, there is limited empirical research focused on Kwara State. Addressing this gap is critical for understanding the localized dynamics of censorship and developing strategies to enhance journalistic performance in the region.

1.3 	Research Questions
i. What are the common types and forms of news censorship encountered by journalists in Kwara State?
ii. How does news censorship affect the job satisfaction and performance of journalists?
iii. What coping strategies do journalists adopt to mitigate the effects of news censorship?

1.4 	Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State. The specific objectives are:
i To identify the common types and forms of news censorship experienced by journalists in Kwara State.
ii To assess the impact of news censorship on journalists’ job satisfaction and performance.
iii To explore the coping strategies employed by journalists in response to censorship.



1.5 	Research Hypotheses
The study will test the following null hypotheses:
H0: News censorship has no significant effect on the performance of journalists in Kwara State.
H0: There is no significant relationship between news censorship and journalists’ job satisfaction.

1.6 	Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons:
Academic Contributions: It contributes to the growing body of knowledge on media and censorship studies by providing empirical insights into how censorship affects journalistic performance in Kwara State.
Policy Implications: The findings can inform policymakers and media regulators about the need for reforms to foster press freedom and safeguard journalists.
Practical Relevance: Media organizations can leverage the findings to develop internal policies that protect journalists from undue censorship while maintaining professional standards.
Furthermore, this study will serve as a valuable resource for future research on media performance in sub-national contexts like Kwara State.

1.7 	Scope of the Study
This study focuses on journalists working in Kwara State across various media platforms, including print, broadcast, and online outlets. It examines their experiences with censorship over the past five years, exploring its effects on their performance and the strategies they adopt to cope.





1.8 	Definition of Terms
News Censorship: The suppression, modification, or restriction of news content to influence public perception, often imposed by external forces such as governments or corporate entities.
Performance: The measurable output of journalists, including productivity, adherence to ethical standards, and the quality of their reporting.
Job Satisfaction: The degree of fulfillment journalists derive from their work, which is influenced by working conditions and external constraints.
Coping Strategies: Methods and approaches employed by journalists to manage or overcome the challenges posed by censorship.





















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	Introduction
	This chapter review literature on the following sub topics: Concept of censorship; Rationale for censorship; Reasons why media houses practice news censorship; Reasons why government indulge in censorship; The concept of mass media; The concept of news; Elements of news worthiness; Sources of news; Influence of news censorship on journalists performance 

2.2	Conceptual Review
2.2.1	Overview of the Concept of Censorship
The definition of censorship just like any other term has been viewed differently by various people and scholars. Censorship is the suppression of speech, public communication or other information which may be considered objectionable, harmful, sensitive, politically incorrect or inconvenient as determined by governments, media outlets, authorities or other groups or institutions (Tribe, 2010). Censorship in modern times could be the examination of radio programmes, news reports and other communication media for the purpose of altering or  suppressing part thought to be objectionable or offensive; which may be considered immoral, heretical, blasphemous, seditious and injurious to the society (McDonald, 2012). 
Hoffman (2011) defines censorship, as a suppression of speech or other communication which may be considered objectionable, harmful, sensitive or inconvenient to the general body of people as determined by a government, media outlet or other controlling body. Censorship is seen as the control of information and ideas circulated within a society. Onabajo (2000) sees censorship as, the removal, suppression or restricted circulated literary, artistic or educational materials on the grounds that they are morally or otherwise objectionable in the light of standard applied by the censor.  
Governments, private organizations and individuals may engage in censorship. When an individual such as an author or other creator engages in censorship of their own works or speech, it is called self-censorship. Censorship may be direct or it may be indirect, in which case it is called soft censorship. It occurs in a variety of different media, including speech, books, music, films, and other arts, the press, radio, television, and the Internet for a variety of claimed reasons including national security, to control obscenity, child pornography, and hate speech, to protect children or other vulnerable groups, to promote or restrict political or religious views, and to prevent slander and libel (Dafiaghor, 2011).
Direct censorship may or may not be legal, depending on the type, place, and content. Many countries provide strong protections against censorship by law, but none of these protections are absolute and frequently a claim of necessity to balance conflicting rights is made, in order to determine what can and cannot be censored. There are no laws against self-censorship (Dafiaghor, 2011).

2.2.2	The Concept of Mass Media 
Mass media refers to communication devices, which can be used to communicate and interact with a large number of audiences in different languages (Ndolo, 2006). Be it the pictorial messages of the early ages, or the high-technology media that are available today, one thing that we all agree upon, is that mass media are an inseparable part of our lives. Entertainment and media always go hand in hand, but in addition to entertainment, mass media also remains to be an effective means of communication, spreading information, advertising, marketing, and in general, of expressing and sharing views, opinions, and ideas.
Newspapers: Newspapers enjoyed the position of the most preferred medium to reach a wider audience until electronic communication emerged on the media scene. In the early days, newspapers were the only medium that masses at large depended on, for daily news. A newspaper carries all kinds of communication related to a variety of topics like politics, current affairs, entertainment, finance, stocks, etc. Apart from this, it also includes topics which are in lighter vein like cartoons, crosswords, movie reviews, book reviews, puzzles, crosswords, etc. This captivates the imagination and interests of readers from all age groups.
Newspapers are an important platform of mass communication as they reach every nook and corner of the world where electronic media fails to reach. It plays a pivotal role in providing authentic firsthand information, building opinions, updating the knowledge of the reader, and serves as a good platform for advertisers to promote their products. However, with the emergence of the Internet, which updates information every second and is just a click away, the popularity of newspapers has reduced.
Magazines: Magazines are another type of popular culture print media. They usually cater to a specific type of audience who are looking for information based on a particular subject. Magazines cover a plethora of topics like current affairs, business, finance, consumers, gadgets, self-help, luxury, lifestyle, beauty, fashion, entertainment, travel, etc. Magazines like Tell and Reader's Digest include information which is all-pervasive. The frequency of magazines can be weekly, fortnightly, bi-monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly. These magazines are the best forum for advertisers as they have a niche readership. The readers look for a specific type of information; say for example, a camera and in a Gadget magazine will definitely have a direct brand impact on the reader who wants to buy a camera.

2.2.3	The Concept of News  
      	The term news appears to be difficult to define. This is because no single definition can express all the various considerations. Nwabueze and Nworgu (2005) described news as anything timely that interest a number of people and best news is that which got the greatest interest from the large number of people. Hulteng and Nelson (1971) cited in Onabajo (2000) defined news as “anything that interests you, which you did not already know. Both elements are present typically in an item of news”. News is about recent happenings in the various societies; which may be local, national or international in outlook and which is disseminated in the interest of the public. Information has to be received for social equilibrium to be maintained. It is two way communication channel from government to the governed and vice-versa. 
News therefore is anything current, important and contains the entire element of news which is happening or about to happen. 

2.2.3.1	Elements of News Worthiness 
	According to Nwabueze and Nworgu (2005), the following are the elements of news worthiness:
i.) Timeliness: the immediacy of an event is the most significant factor in its relative  news worthiness. 
ii.) Proximity:  this means the closeness in space i.e. in the geographical sense and closeness in mind; which is the psychological sense. It is a very strong determinant of the news worthiness of an event. 
iii.) Prominence: events that concern prominent people are instantly considered news   worthy i.e. presidents, ministers, politicians, business magnates etc. 
iv.) Consequence: consumers of news have keen interest in events that have implication for their present or future. 
v.) Oddity: certain scenes of unusual occurrence such as accidents cannibalism etc are considered to be news worthy. 

Sources of News 
	According to Daramola (2014), the following are the sources of news:
Correspondent reports:  Correspondents visit their beats on daily basis to scout for news.

Interview: This is the process of chatting with a personality either face to face or through a phone for the purpose of finding out and writing out something about an issue of public interest. 

Monitoring of other stations: Not all stations can afford the luxury of sending correspondents to other parts of the world or country to cover events. Therefore they source their news by monitoring stations situated in these countries. 

Slated events: News is also sourced from slated events such as seminars, conference, etc. Pre-event invitations are extended to various stations or media houses. A reporter is then assigned and will be expected to file in stories. 
Roving: Reporters are often assigned the responsibility to rove round the street to nose for news and cover them. 
News releases: News is sourced through press handout by organizations and various levels of government seeking publicity. 
International news agencies: Various media houses also gather news from or through international news agencies based in various countries of interest.  

2.2.4	Influence of News Censorship on Journalists Performance 
News objectivity and balance: The concept of objectivity in news reporting demands that facts must be presented as they are. It stresses that facts must be allowed to speak for themselves. Therefore objectivity imports faithfulness to fact. According to Nwabueze and Nworgu (2005), news objectivity and balance means to get what could be described as a complete and encompassing presentation of the basic principles of good reporting. It is described as a guide or compass to stress free, hitch free and trouble free reporting. 
Gilmore (1975) in Okunna (2011, p.43) explains that objectivity has a strong affinity with responsibility in mass communication and therefore it is the center of their profession. Objectivity essentially requires that journalist in reporting news should keep themselves out in their report by not injecting their emotions and personal opinion into the news stories. If the researcher is to use this attributes as parameter for measuring the objectivity of news censorship, the researcher will discover that broadcast media in Nigeria and NBS are grossly unobjective. One can understand that ethics requires fairness and balance in news reporting. The question as to whether censorship allows for objectivity and balances in news is left for the target sample population for this study to decide in their response to the research questionnaire and will be discovered in chapter four of this study.
Influence on Profession: Censorship has lingering impact on the profession. It undermines the profession and reduces the practitioner to mere errand boy, because the practice of reporting only what you are been told to say makes the practitioner the mouthpiece of the ruling class instead of the society. Today, most practitioners and media houses now sideline their fundamental principles and ethics to practice self-censorship; which at the long run puts the profession and the society in jeopardy (Okunna, 2011). 

2.2.5	Rationale for Censorship
The rationale for censorship is different for various types of information censored. According to Gilbert (2013), the rationale for censorship is different from various types of information censored. Thus, he put forward the following as rationale for censorship as follow:
i.) Moral censorship is the removal of materials that are obscene or otherwise considered morally questionable. Pornography, for example, is often censored under this rationale, especially child pornography, which is illegal and censored in most jurisdictions in the world.
ii.) Military censorship is the process of keeping military intelligence and tactics confidential and away from the enemy. This is used to counter espionage, which is the process of gleaning military information.
iii.) Political censorship occurs when governments hold back information from their citizens. This is often done to exert control over the populace and prevent free expression that might foment rebellion.
iv.) Religious censorship is the means by which any material considered objectionable by a certain religion is removed. This often involves a dominant religion forcing limitations on less prevalent ones. Alternatively, one religion may shun the works of another when they believe the content is not appropriate for their religion.
v.) Corporate censorship is the process by which editors in corporate media outlets intervene to disrupt the publishing of information that portrays their business or business partners in a negative light or intervene to prevent alternate offers from reaching public exposure.

2.2.6	Reasons Why Media Houses Practice News Censorship 
	There are several reasons why media houses practice news censorship. Randall (2011) gave the following reasons:
i.) Ownership: The ownership pattern of a media outfit tells how free and responsible it will be to the society. Both the private and government system of ownership have powerful influence on the media in social, political, economic and religious affairs of the society. If anything will make news censorship possible, it is the management of the media outfit. Since they have the power to determine what goes into the media. According to Onabajo (2000, p. 11) “indeed the media system is controlled and influenced by the ruling class who use the media entrench and disseminate its own values.” 
ii.) Intimidation and fear: This is a serious reason why news censorship is prevailing in our media houses today. Journalist, because of intimidation and fear may drop a news story, because they think it may not be in the interest of whoever he is writing about, the owner of the media house or the government. 
iii.) Job security: Every journalist has his life to live, personal demands to meet and to cope with economic difficulty characterized in our Nigerian society. To survive in this society, they tend to forfeit some professional ethics in order to meet these demands. A journalist cannot discharge his duty credibly if he is suffering from deprivation of the most basic human needs, thus since journalist appointment has been deeply politicized, it then becomes inevitable for media products to be just and balanced not censored. 
iv.) Funding of the media: Financial stability of a media house is proportional to the level of censorship it receives. If a media house has to depend on government or private body for its fund then censorship is inevitable.
v.) Laziness and incompetence: When a journalist is not well trained he may not even know what is expected of him. Laziness also contributes to censorship of news stories, as some journalist may not even go out to cover a story and may not have the patience to write the story properly.
vi.) Ruling government: It has remained largely a difficult situation for media to balance its act, as at times persons critical of the government face reprisal. And top government officials after being exposed, resort to filing heavy suit against the media house just to make the media house spend from its lean resources and consequently removal of the journalist in question. 

2.2.7	Reasons Why Government Indulge in Censorship 
In Nigerian society the purpose of censorship varies. Some target materials deem to be indecent or obscene, heretical or blasphemous, seditious or treason. Therefore some ideas are suppressed under the guise of protecting three basic social institutions; which is the family, religious institution and the government. 
	These are some of the reasons why government indulge in censorship (Ishaya, 2005):
i.) Protection of minors: Censoring inappropriate language and contents being screened on television at times when children are likely to still be awake is one of the numerous purposes why censorship is practiced in Nigeria. This is a beneficial censorship even if it is ineffective in practice. 
ii.) Social problems: There have been reports that associate aggressive behaviours in youths and adult with what they watch or hear on television or radio and how often they watch or hear them. 
iii.) National security: Media contents are censored in order to check information that appears exposing or that leak government defense secretes.


2.3	Theoretical Review
2.3.1 	Libertarian Theory 
The libertarian theory of the press advocates for an independent media free from government interference, enabling it to function as a guardian of democracy by exposing corruption, promoting accountability, and fostering informed public debate. Originating from the works of Siebert et al. (1956), this theory underscores the belief that a free press is essential for a healthy democracy, as it empowers citizens with accurate information to make sound decisions.
However, the application of this theory in countries like Nigeria remains challenging. Political interference, restrictive media laws, and economic pressures undermine press independence. For instance, laws like the Cybercrime Act and defamation statutes are often weaponized to silence critical voices. Media organizations in Nigeria also face financial dependencies on government advertising or politically affiliated ownership, further constraining their freedom. Despite these challenges, the libertarian ideal serves as an important benchmark for press freedom advocates. It inspires calls for reforms, including stronger legal protections for journalists, diversified media ownership, and institutional mechanisms to curb censorship. While achieving full media independence may be an uphill task in Nigeria’s sociopolitical landscape, the libertarian theory remains a vital framework for evaluating and advocating for greater press autonomy.
The application of libertarian theory to news censorship and its impact on journalists in Kwara State underscores the conflict between press freedom and restrictive media practices. According to this theory, journalists should function independently, delivering accurate and unbiased information to the public. However, in Kwara State, as in much of Nigeria, political interference, economic pressures, and legal constraints undermine this ideal.
Journalists face challenges such as threats of legal actions under defamation laws or the Cybercrime Act and influence from politically affiliated media owners. These pressures discourage investigative reporting and limit critical scrutiny of governance. Additionally, financial reliance on government advertisements further restricts media organizations from openly criticizing policies or exposing corruption. Despite these obstacles, libertarian theory remains a guiding framework, encouraging reforms like stronger legal protections, financial independence for media outlets, and ethical journalism. Adopting these principles can improve journalistic performance and foster a freer press environment in Kwara State.
2.3.2 	Gatekeeping Theory
Gatekeeping theory, introduced by Lewin (1947) and later refined by Shoemaker and Vos (2009), explores how decisions are made regarding the selection, filtration, and dissemination of information within media organizations. It highlights the role of various actors—journalists, editors, media owners, and external forces—in determining what content is published and what is excluded. This process is influenced by organizational policies, societal norms, and power dynamics.
In contexts of censorship, external forces such as governments, corporate advertisers, or powerful individuals often dominate the gatekeeping process. These forces impose constraints on media practitioners, either through legal frameworks, financial pressures, or threats, limiting journalistic autonomy. For instance, in Nigeria, political interference and the economic dependence of many media outlets on state advertisements have significantly curtailed independent decision-making in content production. Gatekeeping theory reveals how these external influences shape not only the flow of information but also the integrity and performance of journalism. While journalists may strive for objectivity, the dominance of external gatekeepers compromises their ability to report freely, often leading to biased or incomplete narratives. This makes gatekeeping theory a critical lens for understanding the interplay between censorship and media performance.
Gatekeeping theory highlights how external forces influence the selection and dissemination of information, shaping journalistic performance. In Kwara State, censorship disrupts this process, with political actors and influential individuals serving as dominant gatekeepers. They wield tools like defamation laws and economic control through state advertising to sway editorial decisions. Consequently, media organizations often align their content with the interests of these external forces, hindering investigative journalism and critical reporting.
This interference compromises journalistic independence, forcing practitioners to balance ethical obligations with external pressures. As a result, news narratives become biased, reducing the press's ability to hold power accountable and inform the public effectively. Gatekeeping theory offers a lens to analyze these challenges, emphasizing the need for reforms. Enhancing legal protections for journalists, reducing economic dependencies, and fostering ethical practices are crucial steps toward creating an environment that supports a more independent and credible media landscape in Kwara State.
2.4	Empirical Review
Globally, news censorship has been studied extensively, with findings highlighting its detrimental impact on journalistic performance. Kaur and Sandhu (2022), in a study of South Asian journalists, found that censorship significantly reduces investigative reporting and leads to an increase in self-censorship. Similarly, Erdal et al. (2021) noted that journalists in authoritarian regimes often compromise ethical standards due to fear of persecution.
In Nigeria, censorship has been linked to political interference, media ownership patterns, and inadequate legal protections for journalists. Ajibade and Folarin (2022) observed that Nigerian journalists frequently self-censor to avoid legal consequences under restrictive laws like the Cybercrime Act. Moreover, Ojebode and Adegbola (2021) highlighted that local media outlets in states like Kwara often face pressures from both government officials and private stakeholders, compromising their independence.
Studies specific to Kwara State remain limited. However, anecdotal evidence and reports from media practitioners suggest that journalists in the region experience significant challenges due to censorship. Adedoyin (2023) noted that journalists in Kwara often abandon investigative stories to avoid conflicts with influential figures. This compromises not only their performance but also the role of the media as a watchdog for society.















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Introduction
This chapter outlines the research design, population, sampling techniques, data collection methods, and analytical tools that will be employed to achieve the objectives of the study.

3.2 	Research Design
This study will adopt a descriptive survey design, which is suitable for collecting detailed and factual information regarding the influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State. The design allows for the identification and examination of relationships between variables, including types of censorship, journalistic performance, and coping strategies.

3.3 	Population of the Study
The population of this study will consist of journalists working in various media houses in Kwara State. These include print, broadcast, and online media outlets. The target population will also include editors and reporters directly involved in news production and dissemination. According to a 2024 report by the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), there are approximately 200 registered journalists in Kwara State.

3.4 	Sampling Technique and Sample Size
A stratified random sampling technique will be used to ensure representation from different categories of media outlets (print, broadcast, and online). The sample size will be determined using Taro Yamane’s formula for a finite population:
[image: ]
Where:
n = sample size
N = population size (200)
e = margin of error (0.05)
Based on this formula, the study will select approximately 50 respondents. Proportional representation will be ensured by stratifying the sample across media types.

3.5	Sources of Data
35.1 	Primary Data
Primary data will be collected directly from journalists through the use of structured questionnaires. This approach allows for the collection of firsthand information regarding their experiences with censorship, its impact on their performance, and coping strategies.

3.5.2 	Secondary Data
Secondary data will be sourced from academic journals, books, reports by media organizations, and press freedom indices. These sources will provide contextual and theoretical insights to support the study.

3.6 	Research Instrument
The primary research instrument will be a structured questionnaire designed to capture both quantitative and qualitative data. The questionnaire will consist of four sections:
Demographic Information: Age, gender, media type, and years of experience.
Forms of Censorship: Questions on the frequency and types of censorship encountered (e.g., government, corporate, or self-censorship).
Impact on Performance: Items assessing how censorship affects job satisfaction, productivity, and ethical standards.
Coping Strategies: Questions exploring strategies employed by journalists to mitigate the effects of censorship.
The instrument will be pre-tested for reliability and validity using a pilot study with 20 journalists in neighboring states.

3.7 	Methods of Data Collection
The questionnaires will be administered both physically and electronically. Physical distribution will target media houses in Ilorin, the state capital, while electronic copies will be sent to journalists in remote areas using platforms like Google Forms. Trained research assistants will facilitate the distribution and retrieval process.

3.8 	Method of Data Analysis
The collected data will be analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). First, descriptive statistics will summarize the demographic characteristics of the respondents using frequencies, percentages, and mean scores. This will help provide an overview of the sample's profile. Next, inferential statistics will be employed. Pearson’s correlation will test the relationship between news censorship and journalistic performance, while regression analysis will assess the extent to which censorship influences journalists' performance. Additionally, Chi-square tests will examine variations in coping strategies across different media types (print, broadcast, and online). These analyses will offer insights into how censorship affects journalistic performance and coping mechanisms in Kwara State.



















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
4.1	Introduction
This chapter presents the analysis of data collected through a structured questionnaire distributed to journalists and media professionals at the Kwara State Broadcasting Service (KWBS). The aim was to assess how news censorship influences their performance. The findings are presented in tabular form and interpreted comprehensively to provide a deeper understanding of the implications of censorship on professional practice, creativity, confidence, and audience engagement.

4.2 	Demographic Profile of Respondents
Table 4.1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	30
	60%

	Female
	20
	40%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

The data shows that 60% of the respondents are male, while 40% are female. This indicates a gender imbalance in the media workforce at KWBS, with a slightly higher male representation. While both genders are actively involved, the disparity may reflect wider industry trends in Nigeria, where broadcasting remains somewhat male-dominated. The implication is that male journalists may have slightly more influence on editorial decisions, including perceptions and reactions to censorship.

Table 4.2: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage

	20–29 years
	10
	20%

	30–39 years
	25
	50%

	40–49 years
	10
	20%

	50 years above
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
A significant portion of respondents (50%) fall within the 30–39 age bracket, suggesting that most media professionals at KWBS are in the prime of their careers. This age group is often more technologically aware and socially active, making their views on censorship particularly critical. The low percentage (10%) in the 50+ age group suggests few senior or veteran staff, which may influence how censorship is perceived across generations.

Table 4.3: Years of Work Experience
	Years of Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1–5 years
	15
	30%

	6–10 years
	20
	40%

	11–15 years
	10
	20%

	16 years and above
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

Most respondents (40%) have between 6–10 years of experience, indicating a moderately experienced staff strength. This group likely has a solid understanding of newsroom policies, editorial restrictions, and external influences like the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC). The small number of very senior professionals (10%) may indicate limited leadership mentoring or high staff turnover.

4.3 	Censorship Practices in KWBS
Table 4.4: Are your station’s programmes examined before broadcasting?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	90%

	No
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

An overwhelming 90% of respondents confirmed that all programmes are subjected to examination before being aired. This reveals a formalized censorship or editorial vetting system in place at KWBS. While this might serve to uphold ethical and cultural standards, it can also constrain journalists’ creative autonomy and delay spontaneous content production.

Table 4.5: Are personal paid advertisements examined before being broadcast in your station?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	40
	80%

	No
	10
	20%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

80% of respondents indicated that even personal paid advertisements are examined prior to broadcast. This suggests a high level of content control, not just for editorial content but also for commercial messages. While this might help protect the station from misleading or offensive adverts, it also shows how deeply censorship has permeated every form of communication within the station.

Table 4.6: Kwara State Broadcasting Service airs censored programmes on television
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	18
	36%

	Agree
	20
	40%

	Disagree
	7
	14%

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

A combined 76% of respondents either agree or strongly agree that TV content is censored. This reinforces the earlier claim of structured oversight and possibly suggests that journalists may withhold sensitive but necessary information out of fear of being sanctioned.


4.4 	Perceived Effects of Censorship on Journalists’ Performance
Table 4.7: Radio programme censorship has enhanced my confidence level in programme presentation
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	10
	20%

	Agree
	15
	30%

	Neutral
	5
	10%

	Disagree
	10
	20%

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	20%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

Half of the respondents (50%) believe that censorship enhances their confidence during programme presentation, possibly because it helps avoid errors or controversial missteps. However, 40% disagree, showing a significant level of dissatisfaction, possibly rooted in the belief that censorship stifles spontaneity and freedom of expression.

Table 4.8: News censorship has improved my confidence in news presentation and reporting
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	12
	24%

	Agree
	13
	26%

	Neutral
	5
	10%

	Disagree
	10
	20%

	Strongly Disagree
	10
	20%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

Similar to the previous finding, 50% of respondents believe news censorship has boosted their confidence, suggesting that regulatory boundaries may provide guidance. However, another 40% feel otherwise, implying that censorship may also instill fear or reduce their willingness to cover hard-hitting stories.

Table 4.9: Censorship of personal paid advertisement has increased patronage of the station
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	15
	30%

	Agree
	20
	40%

	Neutral
	5
	10%

	Disagree
	5
	10%

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

A strong majority (70%) believe censorship of advertisements has contributed positively to the station’s patronage. This implies that viewers/listeners may trust the station more due to the perception that only credible, verified content is aired. However, the 20% who disagreed might believe such oversight deters advertisers or limits revenue generation.

4.5 	Knowledge and Perception of Censorship in the Profession
Table 4.10: Are you aware that there is censorship in the journalism profession?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	48
	96%

	No
	2
	4%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

An overwhelming 96% of respondents are aware of the existence of censorship in the profession. This high awareness confirms that censorship is not hidden but overt and widely recognized as a structural feature of the media industry in Nigeria.

Table 4.11: What value is censorship to your profession?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	It ensures ethics
	15
	30%

	It limits creativity
	20
	40%

	It builds public trust
	10
	20%

	It reduces freedom
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

While 30% believe censorship upholds ethics and 20% say it builds trust, 50% of respondents view it as limiting creativity and reducing freedom. This indicates a tension between the perceived protective role of censorship and its potential to curtail innovation and critical journalism.

Table 4.12: Is NBC censoring private stations more than government-owned stations?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	35
	70%

	No
	10
	20%

	Not Sure
	5
	10%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

70% believe that NBC applies stricter censorship rules to private stations than to government-owned ones. This perception of bias could affect the morale and editorial independence of journalists in private stations and reflects broader concerns about fairness and democracy in media regulation.





Table 4.13: How possible is it to avoid censorship in KWBS?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Not Possible
	40
	80%

	Possible
	10
	20%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025

The majority (80%) believe that censorship is unavoidable at KWBS. This shows how deeply embedded censorship has become in institutional operations. It could also imply resignation to the status quo, where journalists have learned to work around the limitations rather than challenge them.

4.6	Discussion of Findings
The high prevalence of censorship, especially in the context of personal paid advertisements and program content, indicates a controlled media environment where external factors, including political and economic pressures, play a significant role in shaping the output. This could imply a lack of editorial independence, potentially undermining the credibility of the station.
The findings highlight the dual nature of censorship. While it is designed to safeguard ethical standards and avoid broadcasting harmful content, it also limits the creative freedom of journalists. This creates a tension between adhering to guidelines and delivering impactful, independent journalism. The mixed responses underline the subjective nature of censorship’s impact on journalistic confidence, where the experience of censorship may vary depending on individual perceptions and professional values.
The positive impact of censorship on advertisement content suggests that KWBS, by curbing potentially harmful or sensational content, has built a reputation for being a responsible broadcaster. This reflects a strategic approach to censorship aimed at maintaining ethical standards while still ensuring financial success through advertising. This finding is crucial for understanding how censorship can be leveraged not only as a regulatory tool but also as a means of fostering trust with the audience.
The acknowledgement of censorship by journalists in KWBS reflects an understanding of its importance within the context of maintaining ethical broadcasting standards. However, the conflicting views on its value underscore the ongoing struggle between protecting the public interest and preserving journalistic freedom. This tension is central to the challenges journalists face in countries like Nigeria, where media freedom is often curtailed by government and corporate pressures.
This perception of bias could undermine trust in the regulatory framework governing media operations in Nigeria. Journalists in private stations may feel disadvantaged or unfairly targeted by regulatory bodies, while government-owned stations, like KWBS, may benefit from a more lenient approach. If this imbalance is not addressed, it could lead to further polarization and a lack of confidence in the media’s role as an independent check on power.
The perception of censorship’s inevitability highlights the difficulties faced by journalists working in a highly regulated media environment. It suggests that efforts to enhance journalistic freedom and independence may be hindered by institutional and external pressures. This finding calls for a deeper examination of how government policies and media ownership dynamics influence editorial content and the professional autonomy of journalists.
















CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
This study investigated the influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State Broadcasting Service (KWBS). Data were collected using a structured questionnaire distributed to 50 media professionals working in both radio and television arms of KWBS.
A vast majority of respondents (90%) confirmed that all station programmes are vetted before broadcasting. Similarly, 80% affirmed that personal paid advertisements are also censored. This reflects the institutionalization of censorship within both editorial and commercial content. While some journalists reported that censorship enhances their confidence in news and programme presentations (50%), a substantial proportion (40%) disagreed. This suggests a divide in perception, with some professionals appreciating the guidance provided by censorship while others feel restricted or demoralized.
About 70% of respondents agreed that censorship of paid advertisements has positively impacted the station’s patronage. This indicates that well-regulated advertising could contribute to audience trust and loyalty. Nearly all participants (96%) acknowledged that censorship exists within the profession. However, half of the respondents expressed that censorship limits creativity and freedom, which are fundamental to professional journalistic practice.
A notable 70% of journalists believe that the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) censors private stations more strictly than government-owned media like KWBS. This perception suggests a trust gap in regulatory fairness. 80% of respondents believe censorship cannot be avoided at KWBS. This reflects a systemic entrenchment of control mechanisms, possibly influenced by political, legal, or institutional frameworks.



5.2 	Conclusion
The findings of this study reveal that censorship is not only prevalent but deeply entrenched within the Kwara State Broadcasting Service. While censorship serves certain purposes such as upholding ethical standards and avoiding controversial broadcasts, it has also created a restrictive environment for many journalists. The mixed reactions from respondents indicate that censorship has both enabling and disabling effects on performance. On one hand, it helps in reducing errors and ensuring compliance with broadcasting codes; on the other, it stifles creativity, investigative depth, and independent editorial judgment.
Furthermore, the perception that private media are more censored than state-owned ones calls into question the impartiality of media regulation in Nigeria. If such sentiments persist, it could reduce public trust in both the media and its regulators. Ultimately, while censorship cannot be entirely removed especially in a politically sensitive environment it must be balanced with the professional need for freedom of expression, editorial independence, and innovation in storytelling.

5.3 	Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:
i Establish a Balanced Editorial Board: KWBS should form an independent editorial board that includes journalists, media scholars, and legal experts to oversee content decisions, ensuring a balance between ethical regulation and professional freedom.
ii Promote Capacity Building: Regular workshops and training should be organized for journalists on navigating censorship laws, ethical journalism, and creative reporting under regulatory limitations. This will enhance their capacity and confidence without compromising standards.
iii Review of Censorship Policies: The management of KWBS, in collaboration with NBC, should review existing censorship policies to ensure they are not overly restrictive and that they support rather than hinder professional development.
iv Ensure Fair Regulation by NBC: The National Broadcasting Commission should strive to eliminate perceived biases in regulation between private and government-owned media. Transparency in their monitoring processes should be improved to build trust among media practitioners.
v Encourage Whistleblowing Mechanisms: Journalists should be provided safe avenues to report undue editorial interference or politically motivated censorship. An ombudsman system can be put in place to receive and address such concerns.
vi Public Engagement and Feedback: KWBS should actively seek feedback from its audiences to assess how censorship affects their perception of the station. Community involvement in programme evaluation can also improve the quality and relevance of media content.
vii Legal Advocacy for Press Freedom: Media unions and advocacy groups should work to promote laws that better protect journalists’ rights to report freely and fairly, while still upholding national security and public morality.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION

QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear Respondents,

I am a final year Mass Communication student of the above named Polytechnic. I am carrying out an investigation titled “Influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State Broadcasting Service”, in partial fulfillment for the award of Higher National Diploma in Mass Communication
Please, I would like you to respond to the under listed questions as they would enable me provide answers to my research objectives. I will like to assure you that the information you will provide in confidence shall be treated with uttermost confidentiality and in the event that this research is published, it will not be done without your consent.

Thanks.

SECTION A (Bio-Data)
1. Age: [   ] 18-25  [   ] 26-30    [    ] 31-35 [     ] 36-40
2. Sex: [     ] Male  [     ] Female
3. Marital Status: [    ] Single  [    ] Married    [    ] Divorced
4. Educational Status: [    ] Primary Level   [     ] Secondary Level   [    ] Tertiary Level
5. Job Status: [     ] Junior Staff    [     ] Senior Staff      [      ] Management Staff

Section B:
Examine questions on the” Influence of news censorship on the performance of journalists in Kwara State Broadcasting Service”. Please indicate “1 – Strongly Disagree; 2 – Disagree; 3 – Neutral; 4 – Strongly Agree; 5 – Agree”.

	S/N
	ITEM
	SD
	D
	N
	SA
	A

	6.
	Are your station’s programmes examined before broadcasting?
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Are personal paid advertisement examined before being broadcast in your station?
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service broadcast censored programmes on television.
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service broadcast censored programmes on radio.
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service reports censored news on television and radio.
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service broadcast censored personal paid advertisements.
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service radio programmes censorship has enhanced my confidence level in radio programmes presentation.
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service news censorship has enhanced my confidence level in news presentation and reporting.
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Kwara State Broadcasting Service personal paid advertisement censorship have increase the station’ patronage.
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Are you aware that there is censorship in the profession?
	
	
	
	
	

	16.
	What value is censorship for your profession?
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Is it true that NBC is censoring private station more than government owned stations?
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	How possible is it for censorship to be avoided in Kwara State Broadcasting Service?
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State. These include print, broadcast, and online media outlets. The target population will also
include editors and reporters directly involved in news production and dissemination. According to a
2023 report by the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), there are approximately 500 registered
Journalists in Kwara State.

3.3 Sampling Technique and Sample Size

A stratified random sampling technique wil be used to ensure representation from different
categories of media outlets (print, broadcast, and online). The sample size will be determined using
Taro Yamane's formula for a finite population:

e N
T 1+ N(e?

Where:
« n=samplesize

« N = population size (500)

« & =margin of error (0.05)

Based on this formula, the study will select approximately 222 respondents. Proportional

representation will be ensured by stratifying th. ¥ ample across media types.
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