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CHAPTER ONE
                                                           INTRODUCTION
1.1.  BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Drug abuse is the use of drugs for other purposes other than medical reasons, thus affecting the individual negatively, physically, socially and cognitively (Kuria 1996). The social effects can be seen in an individual’s enhanced tendency to engage in conflicts with friends, teachers and school authorities. Cognitive effect cut across the individual’s lack of concentration on academic work and memory loss. They range from glue sniffing street children and teenage ecstasy users, to hard core heroin and cocaine addicts (Nacada 2005). Drug abuse is responsible for destruction of property in schools, increase health care cost and broken families. The increase in drug abuse is a problem which has affected parents, children, teachers, government officials, taxpayers and workers. Drug abuse and other associated problems has constituted a major threat to the survival and effectiveness in the human societies, lives are lost daily through addiction and activities of addicts. A significant number of deaths from activities of persons under the influence of drugs (Falope 1991). The need to prevent drug abuse among the Nigerian youths which are the growing generation of Nigeria thus becomes imperative. According to the statistics provided by the World Health Organization (WHO), drugs such as alcohol tobacco and Cocaine are the root causes of road accident. The issue of drug abuse has now become the main topic of discussion in our societies. Around 275 million people used drugs worldwide in the last year, while over 36 million people suffered from drug use disorders according to the 2021 world drug report, released by the United Nations office on drugs and crime (UNODC).

According to the Ripples Nigeria which published a news story on June 18, 2021 says the NDLEA Chairman, Mohammed Buba Marwa described drug abuse as a national tragedy and major cause of the country’s insecurity. According to United Nations Office on drugs and Crime (UNODC), 14million Nigerians are into Drugs Abuse. (Ripples Nigeria January 11, 2022). According to an article published by The Nation newspaper on April 14, 2022 says Nigeria is expected to grapple with approximately 20 million drug users by 2030, further deepening the public health and public security challenge.
Further, the Global Burden of disease study 2017 estimated that, in 2017, there were 585,000 deaths due to drug use. The burden of drug abuse (usage, abuse and trafficking) has also been related to the four areas of international concern which is organizes crime, Illicit financial flows, corruption, and terrorism/insurgency. Therefore, global interventions for preventing drug abuse including its impact on health governance and security requires a widespread understanding of the prevalence, frequently implicated drugs commonly involved population sources of the drugs and risk factors associated with the drug abuse. Drug abuse has been a cause of many criminal offences such as theft, burglary, sex work and so on. Drug abuse does not only destroy the affected person or individual but also have a negative effect on those that are connected to the individual. According to Barry 1984 he stated that in a country, drug abuse and alcohol has significant effect on serious crimes and also contributes hugely to fatalities in a country. In the same direction Boris (1974) stated that drug abuse plays a significant role in everyday interpersonal affaires although there is no data shown, but many youths and students in Nigeria are also user of drugs, however, there are many other users of such drug that isbeyond moderate level to them. Drug abuse seriously affect the individuals’ health and social function, it also hurt the users’ family, friends and the society as a whole. Social media therefore has the potential to fill important gaps in the current understanding of drug use and to improve the efficacy of substance abuse intervention. Social media Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp can provide a forum for addressing critical topics like drug abuse especially since so many people utilize social media to access information. Social Media have also become important sources of public information and are powerful tools to help to curb to convey accurate information to the public especially the youth about alcohol, tobacco and other addictive substances.
Researches can analyse social media platforms to gain insights into patterns of use, risk factors, and behaviours associated with substance use. By providing a platform for communicating science-based, health-related messages, social media may also enhance screening, prevention and treatment of substance use and addiction. In a bid to curb Drug Abuse, an organization known as Estill-Powell Agency for Substance Abuse police has launched a social media campaign to prevent drug use among teens “STOP DRINKING, START LIVING”. The organization will put anti-drug messages that include photos of local high school sports teams and clubs. The organization hopes to stop teens and students from using alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, and they believe hearing those messages from peers can even more effective. Another campaign known as “ABOVE THE INFLUENCE” (ATI) drug and alcohol prevention campaign, has shifted from television ads to digital and social media campaigns. This campaign concentrated on reaching students where they spend time, such as Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. This campaign was introduced in 2005 by the partnership for Drug-Free Kids, the Ad Agency Foot, Cone & Belding, and the U.S. Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Therefore, this study will be to evaluate the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among student of kwara state polytechnic.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The consequences of drug abuse can never be overemphasized as it has birthed a lot of problems not only in families but in the nation as well as the international community and organizations such as schools.
Drug abuse and its effect on the youths and students are relevant to the present trend of event, which was noticed to be increasingly growing as observed. As a result, United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) established its action plan against Drug Abuse by making JUNE 26 to be marked as WORLD DRUG DAY to strengthen action and cooperation in achieving the goal of a world free of drug abuse. Each year, individuals like you, entire communities and various organizations all over the world join in on this global observance, to raise awareness and campaigns of the major problem that illicit drugs represent for society. Social media such as Facebook, twitter, Instagram etc are in forefront of creating this awareness.
Despite the awareness created by social media, many people especially the youths are
still involved in drug abuse. This anomally, if not critical checked will bring to reality as it was approximated by Nation newspaper on April 14, 2022, that 20 million Nigerians will be drug addicts by 2030. Hence, this study is set to examine the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among students of kwara state polytechnic. Therefore, this study will investigate the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among student of kwara state polytechnic. 



1.3.  RESEARCH OBJECTIVE
1. To examine the extent by which students of kwara state polytechnic are aware of social media awareness campaigns on drug or substance abuse.
2. To investigate the extent to which social media awareness campaigns on drug or substance abuse Influence the level of knowledge or mental stability of the kwara state polytechnic student.
3. To find out whether the students of kwara state polytechnic comply on socail media awareness campaigns on drugs or substance abuse. 
1.4.  RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
1. To what extent do the students of kwara state polytechnic are aware of social media awareness and campaigns on drug or substance abuse?
2. To what extent do the social media awareness campaigns on drug or substance Abuse influence the level of knowledge or mental stability of the kwara state polytechnic students?
3. To what extent do the students of kwara state polytechnic comply with social media awareness campaigns on drug or substance abuse?

1.5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
The findings of this study will help the government in the area of making Policies and also the school authorities inventing an executive body that will eradicate Drug Abuse in kwara State polytechnic and also give a clear insight on how social media awareness can eradicate Drug Abuse.
The study also give insight to professional bodies like WHO, UNISEF who focus on health issues like the area of Drug Abuse to show them the importance of Social Media Awareness
This research is signifcant because it will be of benefit to non-governmental organization (NGOs) who focus on health issues like the area of Drug Abuse to show them the importance of Social Media Awareness.
The work prove significance to the academic community to the academicians thereby adding to the academic materials or data available for future research in the subject area.
1.6. SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study is designed to understand the impact of social media awareness against Drug Abuse. Therefore, the intent of this study is to address the importance of social media awareness against Drug Abuse among students of kwara state polytechnic, Nigeria. The findings of the study will be based on the data collected (questionnaire and interview) from selected students in kwara state polytechnic.
The period of the study will last from December 2024 to February 2025. The social media platforms focused on in the study are Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
1.7. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
  The following are the key terms used in the research work;
1. Impact: To have a significant, strong influence and an effect on something or someone.
2. Social Media: These are websites and applications that enable users to create and share content.
3. Awareness: concern about and well-informed interest in a particular situation or development.
4. Drug Abuse: The habitual/ misusage/excessive taking of illegal drugs.
5. Knowledge: fact, information, and skills acquired through experience or education.
6. STUDENT: A learner who is enroll in an educational institution.










                                                       


CHAPTER TWO
                                                       LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction
In this chapter, an attempt is made to review the related literature to form the conceptual framework for the study. This review is set to analyse the Impact of Social Media awareness on Drug abuse among student of kwara state polytechnic. It also discusses the relevant theoretical framework on which the research study finds its base and serves as a backup to the study. Finally, this chapter also looks at various studies done by other researchers and scholars in relation to the research study under the empirical review.
2.1 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
As a a result, the following concepts were examined in order to create a through concept map for the problem under study.
1. The Concept of Social Media
a) Facebook
b) Twitter
c) YouTube
2. The Concept of Drug Abuse
3. Social media in Educational institution
4. Drug Abuse Campaigns on social Media. 


2.1.1 The Concept of Social Media
In 2019, Merriam-Webster defined social media as "forms of electronic communication (such as websites for social networking and micro blogging) through which users create online communities to share information, ideas, personal messages, and other content (such as videos).
The creation and exchange of information, ideas, interests, and other kinds of expression through online communities and networks is made possible by social media, which are interactive digital channels. Users usually access social media services through web-based apps on desktops or download services that offer social media functionality to their mobile devices (e.g., smartphones and tablets). As users engage with these electronic services, they create highly interactive platforms that individuals, communities, and organizations can share, co-create, discuss, participate, and modify user-generated or self-curated content posted online.
In addition, social media is used to create memories, discover new things, promote oneself, make friends, and cultivate ideas through the production of blogs, podcasts, films, and gaming websites. This changing relationship between humans and technology is the focus of the emerging field of technological self-studies. With more than 100 million active users, Facebook, TikTok, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn are some of the most well known social networking platforms. YouTube, Telegram, WhatsApp, and Snapchat are some of the other well-known sites that are occasionally referred to as social media services, depending on perspective. Even early cave dwellers left writing on one other's walls thousands of years ago, therefore social media has been around for a very long time. 
Social media, however, has reached a completely new level thanks to the Internet. Every month, more than 2 billion people utilize social networks, and that number is continually rising every day by dozens of people. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, and TikTok are among the most popular social networks from all age groups. Social networks like TikTok are for creating and sharing short videos that get very popular among young age groups.
 	However, another app, like Facebook, Instagram, and even YouTube, provided features
for users to create funny and entertaining videos. Social media promotes users to share content with others and display content in order to enhance a particular brand or product. Social media allows people to be creative and share interesting ideas with their followers or fans. Certain social media applications such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram are places where users share specific political or sports content. Many reporters and journalists produce updates and information on sports and political news.
It can truly give users pertinent and necessary information to stay up to date on relevant news stories and topics. However, there is a down side to it. Users are advised to exercise due diligence when they are using social media platforms.
According to Andreas Kaplan, mobile social media applications can be differentiated among three types:
Space-timers (location and time-sensitive): Exchange of messages with relevance mostly for one specific location at one specific point in time (e.g. Facebook Places, WhatsApp) Quick-timers (only time sensitive): Transfer of traditional social media mobile apps to increase immediacy (e.g. posting on Twitter or status updates on Facebook) Slow-timers (neither location nor time sensitive): Transfer of traditional social media applications to mobile devices (e.g. watching a YouTube video or reading/editing a Wikipedia article).
This study focused on the subsequent social media types explained below:
2.1.2 TYPE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
2.1.2.1 FACEBOOK
Facebook is an American social networking website and a product of Meta Platforms. Mark Zuckerberg, Eduardo Saver in, Dustin Moskovitz, and Chris Hughes—all Harvard University students at the time—founded Facebook in 2004. As of 2021, Facebook had about three billion users, about half of whom used it daily, making it the largest social network in the world. 
Facebook can be accessed from devices with Internet connectivity, such as personal computers, tablets and smartphones. After registering, users can create a profile revealing information about themselves. They can post text, photos and multimedia which are shared with any other users who have agreed to be their "friend" or, with different privacy settings, publicly. Users can also communicate directly with each other with Facebook Messenger, join common-interest groups, and receive notifications on the activities of their Facebook friends and the pages they follow.
Facebook is open to all users, and the majority of its revenue comes from online adverts. New users have the ability to make profiles, submit images, form new groups, and join existing ones. The website is made up of many different elements, such as Timeline, a section on each user's profile page where users can post content and friends can postmessages, Status, which lets users notify friends of their current location or circumstance, and News Feed, which notifies users of updates to their friends' profiles and status. Users can communicate privately with one another using chat and private messages. The Like button, a feature that can also be found on many other websites, allows users to indicate their approval of material on Facebook. Facebook makes it possible for you to communicate with friends and family by sending messages and updating your status. You can also distribute various forms of content, including pictures and links. However, distributing content on Facebook differs slightly from other forms of online communication. The information you share on Facebook is more public than it is on email or instant messaging, which means that more people will typically see it.
2.1.2.2 TWITTER
Twitter is an internet platform for sending brief messages to large audiences from a computer or mobile device. Twitter combines elements of social networking websites with instant messaging technologies to build user networks that may connect throughout the day using succinct messages, or "tweets," as the name suggests. TwitterTwitter was created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and launched in July of that year. Twitter, Inc. is based in San Francisco, California and has more than 25 offices around the world By 2012, more than 100 million users posted 340 million tweets a day, and the service handled an average of 1.6 billion search queries per day. In 2013, it was one of the ten most-visited websites and has been described as "the SMS of the Internet". By the start of 2019, Twitter had more than 330 Social media platforms like Twitter have ingrained themselves into every aspect of our daily lives. Twitter has been interwoven into the reach of many industries, including the news and business. The most recent celebrity "fight" and trends have developed their own subculture on Twitter in terms of entertainment. Despite this, there is still a great deal to learn about it. With the help of these Twitter facts, learn more about this blue bird app.
The board of directors of Twitter approved a $44 billion buyout by Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on April 25, 2022, potentially making it one of the largest deals to take a firm private million monthly active users. In practice, the vast majority of tweets are written by a minority of users. Social media platforms like Twitter have ingrained themselves into every aspect of our daily lives. Twitter has been interwoven into the reach of many industries, including the news and business. The most recent celebrity "fight" and trends have developed their own subculture on Twitter in terms of entertainment. Despite this, there is still a great deal to learn about it. With the help of these Twitter facts, learn more about this blue bird app. TheThe board of directors of Twitter approved a $44 billion buyout by Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on April 25, 2022, potentially making it one of the largest deals to take a firm private.
2.1.2.3 YOUTUBE
YouTube is a website where videos can be shared. Steve Chen, Chad Hurley, and Jawed Karim, three former workers of the American e-commerce firm PayPal, registered it on February 14, 2005. They believed that regular people would love sharing their "homefilms." San Bruno, California serves as the company's corporate headquarters. YouTubeYouTube has more than 2.5 billion monthly users who Icollectively watch more than one billion hours of videos each day. As of May 2019, videos were being uploaded at a rate of more than 500 hours of content per minute. In October 2006, 18 months after posting its first video and 10 months after its official launch, YouTube was bought by Google for $1.65 billion.
Since being acquired by Google, YouTube has grown to include mobile apps, network television, and the ability to connect with other platforms in addition to its primary website. Video genres on YouTube include music videos, video clips, news, short films, features films, documentaries, audio recordings, movie trailers, teasers, live streaming, blogs, and more. The majority of material is created by individuals, including partnerships between You Tubers and business sponsors. To reach a wider audience for advertising, well-known media companies like Disney, Paramount, and Warner Bros. DiscoveryDiscovery have also established and expanded their own corporate YouTube accounts. YouTubeYouTube has had an unprecedented social impact, influencing popular culture, internet trends, and creating multimillionaire celebrities. Despite all its growth and success, YouTube has been widely criticized. Criticism of YouTube includes the website being used to facilitate the spread of misinformation, copyright issues, routine violations of its users' privacy, enabling censorship, and endangering child safety and well-being.
A technology business with venture capital funding was YouTube's origin. The company raised capital from a number of investors between November 2005 and April 2006, with Sequoia Capital and Artis Capital Management providing the highest sums ($11.5 million and $8 million, respectively). In San Mateo, California, YouTube's early headquarters were located above a pizza and a Japanese eatery. The company launched www.you tube.com in February 2005. On April 23, 2005, the first video was posted online. It is still accessible on the website and is titled Me at the Zoo and depicts co-founder Jawed Karim at the San Diego Zoo. The business opened a public beta in May, and by November, a Nike commercial starring Ronaldinho had amassed one million views. On December 15, 2005 the website was formally launched. The website has 8 million daily visitors. At the time, clips could only include 100 megabytes, or as little as 30 seconds of video.
2.1.3 CONCEPT OF DRUG ABUSE
Drug abuse can be defined as a patterned use of a drug in which the user consumes the substance in amounts or with methods which are harmful to them or others. Drug abuse is the illegal intake of drugs including prescription medicine and other substances either in large doses or in the wrong way. It is a condition that is said to be chronic and is identified by habitual drug seeking and use, regardless of its harmful consequence (Barerah, 2018).
Drug abuse is when substances that are either legal or illegal are used in ways that they should not be used. People abuse drugs to ease off stress, feel good or avoid reality altogether and when they are unable to stop; they become addicted (Kumar & Dangi,2019). And when an individual persists in the use of these drugs despite problems related to use of the substance, substance dependence may be diagnosed.
Therefore, compulsive and frequent usage may lead to drug tolerance and cause withdrawal symptoms when use is reduced or discontinued. Chemical substances make up drugs. A drug is a naturally occurring substance or a pharmaceutical preparation that is used primarily to alter an existing process or state (physiological, psychological, or biochemical).
In other terms, a drug is any molecule that affects a person's ability to function normally, either physically or mentally. The biochemical systems of the body are altered by drugs through contact. Psychoactive drugs are those that affect sensory perceptions, mood, thinking processes, feelings, or behavior. However, medically used drugs can also be abused. It can be used too much, too long, too often, with wrong combinations etc. As a result, tolerance and dependency is produced illegal drugs like Heroin, Cocaine, etc. are detrimental to both body and mind.
These drugs are taken for reasons other than medical, in an amount, strength, frequency manner that damages the physical or mental functioning of an individual and Its leads to addiction, which develops tolerance and dependence while others cause both physical and psychological dependence.
However, medically used drugs can also be abused. It can be used too much, too long, too often, with wrong combinations etc. As a result, tolerance and dependency is produced illegal drugs like Heroin, Cocaine, etc. are detrimental to both body and mind. TheseThese drugs are taken for reasons other than medical, in an amount, strength, frequency manner that damages the physical or mental functioning of an individual and Its leads to addiction, which develops tolerance and dependence while others cause both physical and psychological dependence.
CLASSIFICATION OF DRUGS, EXAMPLES AND POSSIBLE EFFECTS
	
	Classification 
	Drugs
	Effect

	1.
	Canabis/relaxants
	Marijuana
	Increase appetite , relax inhibitation , euphoria e.t.c

	2.
	Stimulants
	Nicotine ,coffee , caffeine
	Euphoria, increase alertness excitation, increase blood pressure and pulse rate. 

	3.
	Narcotics
	Heroine,tramadol, codeine
	Respiratory depression, euphoria,neusea and drowsiness.

	4.
	Depressants
	Tranquilizer , alcohol 
	Drunken behavior with or without alcohol , sleepiness and decrease in blood pressure. 

	5.
	Inhalants
	Anesthetic, gases, vasodilator 
	Aggression , intoxication, excitation and disorientation.

	6.
	Hallucinogens
	Mescaline , lysergic acid 
	Poor perception of time and distance dilusion 



SOURCE: Obiechi, G.O, Isiguzo, B.C. (2016) “Curbing the Menace of Drug Use among Secondary School Students in Nigeria,” European Journal of Research and Reflection in Educational Sciences 4, no. 1 p56
The table above shows the classification of drugs consumed by Nigerian students and examples of drugs under each classification and the possible effects of consuming these drugs. Some of these drugs are psychedelic in nature; however, most of them have curative uses.
For instance, narcotics such as Tramadol, is a curative drug used as a painkiller; however, it can be abused to produce euphoric feelings. Medical marijuana also has curative properties; however, it is highly psychedelic. Drugs like opium, LSD, Morphine are purely psychedelic drugs. Codeine is a curative drug present in cough syrups, however when taken in high consumption, it becomes categorized as a psychedelic drug. Therefore, the distinction between psychedelic drugs and curative drugs lies in the properties and the usage of these drugs. Hallucinogens are one of the most powerful and oldest categories of drugs used by man.
They are capable of causing hallucinations. Hallucinogens are subdivided into psychedelics, dissociative and deliriant. An example of hallucinogen is Lysergic acid Diethylamide (LSD). Inhalants are chemical vapours capable of producing psychoactive effects when abused.
They are volatile organic solvents like gasoline, kerosene gas, glue, correction fluid, etc. These products are also capable of resulting in low blood pressure, dizziness, loss of hearing, lung and heart damage. Lastly, aphrodisiacs are drugs that arouse sexual to boost performance. They also have tendencies to cause dependency, as one can be addicted to them.
2.1.4 Causes of Drug Abuse
There are a lot of factors that cause drug abuse among the Nigerian youths.
1. Peer Group: This is one of the main reasons why people overuse drugs. It has a societal impact on the young people who are impacted. A peer group is a collection of persons who are similar in age or social standing (Hornby, 2000:860). Peer groups are responsible for a lot of evil in our youth in Nigeria and elsewhere, such as drug misuse, armed robbery, and rape. Drug addict friends might have an impact on someone's decision to use drugs.
2. Family: The parental background of a child can expose a child to all sorts of evil including drug abuse. This could be due to family problems like broken homes, polygamous family, poverty, cultural influence on children. Some parents who engage too much in the struggle for survival tend to neglect their responsibilities on their children. So many youths are drug addicts today because they were not brought up religiously or trained well by their parents.
3. Emotional Stress: Some youths are emotionally stressed but instead of looking for a proper medical attention they will embark on self-medication, like taking drugs that are not prescribed by a doctor which leads to drug abuse. In this way they hard drugs that are illegal and unwholesome for their body to stop the stress. Some youths desire coffee or other hard drugs in order to subdue sleep without knowing that nature cannot be cheated. When one is an addict to a particular drug, the craving for that drug will be high. The habitual use of this substance may lead to drug abuse.
4. Frustration: This is yet another easy and typical cause of drug abuse. Today's society is frustrating for a lot of young people. Many of the desires or dreams of our young people never come true. Due to references and other unreported factors that are holding them back, some students are enrolled in higher institutions without having graduated. Frustration can arise for a variety of reasons, including failing to find employment after graduating from a higher education institution, receiving disappointing news from loved ones, losing a close friend or primary bread winner, being fired from a job, being accused of conspiring against them, among other things. TheseThese all support drug abuse.
5. Search for a Dreadful Identity: This is frequently observed at higher educational institutions, some secondary schools, and the streets. Some young people enjoy having a poor appearance, being known as "bad guys," and inspiring terror. Today, some people abuse drugs in an effort to gain a terrifying image that will make others fear them.


2.1.5  SOCIAL MEDIA IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
         Research on social media within educational institutions reveals its multifaceted role. Junco et al. (2015) posit that social media platforms enhance communication between students, Institute, and administration. Social media can also support learning outcomes, academic performance, and student engagement (Tess, 2013). In the campaign against or on drug or substance abuse , educational institutions leverage social media to promote academic programs, events, and campus life that teaches and creates awareness on the effect of substance usage negatively , there should be an organized courses that create an awareness on how bad and dangerous drug usage is to students and youth generally , with his engagement it will obviously and ofcourse hinder and stop or reduce the usage of substance drastically (Al-Adwan et al., 2012). Social media can also help attract prospective students, build relationships with alumni and donors, and enhance the reputation and image of the institution (Constantinides and Zinck Stagno, 2011).
2.1.6 DRUG ABUSE CAMPAIGNS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
The usage of social media platforms in the field of drug misuse has gotten slightly out of hand due to its vital role in the eradication of drug abuse. Drug abuse eradication aims to reduce its prevalence while also educating the public on its causes, effects, and any potentially hazardous circumstances that might develop from its usage.
As was previously said, social media is a forms of electronic communication (such as websites for social networking and micro blogging) through which users create online communities to share information, ideas, personal messages, and other content (such as videos).
In addition, drug misuse is said to have a negative impact on society, families, health, and life in general, making it an epidemic on a global scale. Young people are the demographic most at danger for abusing drugs (Tarig, et al., 2016). Drug addiction among young people is not only a threat to the long-term progress of a nation, particularly in emerging nations like Nigeria, but also a global, social, health, and personal issue. Young people, who should be the main agents of change and progress, have been rendered remarkably ineffective by drug usage.
Social media can provide frequent users with relevant information regarding health (drug usage) by engaging in campaigns on social platforms. By educating the public on the essential knowledge required to address the problem, such as the issues that can emerge from drug usage, social media help to increase public awareness of drug addiction.
Numerous social media efforts have proven to be effective in reducing the problem of drug abuse.
In a bid to curb Drug Abuse, an organization known as Estill-Powell Agency for Substance Abuse police has launched a social media campaign to prevent drug use among teens “STOP DRINKING, START LIVING”. the organization will put anti-drug messages that include photos of local high school sports teams and clubs. The organization hopes to stop teens from using alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, and they believe hearing those messages from peers can even more effective.
Another campaign known as “ABOVE THE INFLUENCE” (ATI) drug and alcohol prevention campaign, has shifted from television ads to digital and social media campaigns. This campaign will concentrate on reaching teens where they spend time, such as Tumblr, Instagram and Facebook. This campaign was introduced in 2005 by the partnership for Drug-Free Kids, the ad agency Foot, Cone & Belding, and the U.S. Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP).
On 7th July, 2022, Nigeria’s largest container terminal, APM Terminals, Apapa, Lagos, took part in sponsoring 2022 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Drug Trafficking. APM Terminals Apapa also participated in activities organized by the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), Apapa Area Command, to mark the day.
2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The theoretical framework for this study encompasses two major theories that can help explain the impact or influence of social media on substance abuse among students which has the high tendency to influence or has a negative impact on their perceptions, motivations, orientations and behaviors. These theories are Agenda setting theory and Developmental theory. In this section, we will describe each theory and its relevance to the study’s context and objectives.
 2.2.1 Agenda Setting Theory
 Introduction to Agenda Setting Theory
The Agenda Setting Theory, primarily developed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in the 1970s, posits that the media has a significant role in shaping public perception by highlighting specific issues, thereby influencing the importance individuals place on these issues. The theory suggests that while media may not directly dictate opinions, it plays a crucial role in determining which topics are considered significant within the public discourse. In the context of drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic, social media serves as a pivotal platform for disseminating information, shaping awareness, and influencing attitudes towards substance use.
In examining the impact of social media on drug abuse among students, the Agenda Setting Theory can illuminate how the frequency and prominence of drug-related content on social media platforms influence students' perceptions and behaviors regarding substance use. Social media platforms are increasingly adopted by students as primary sources of information, which renders them powerful tools for agenda-setting. Messages related to drug abuse, including awareness campaigns, peer stories, and news articles, often circulate widely on these platforms, shaping the narrative surrounding substance use in a student’s life.
Through social media, users are often exposed to content that emphasizes the dangers of drug abuse, as well as content glamorizing substance use. The extent and tone of this exposure can significantly impact students’ perceptions. If social media campaigns presented by educational institutions, health organizations, or peers emphasize the adverse effects of drug abuse, they can set a negative agenda regarding substance use. Conversely, if social media showcases drug use as a normalized or exciting activity—possibly through social influencers—it may inadvertently set a pro-drug agenda. 
For example, students witnessing engaging content that illustrates the fun or relaxed environment surrounding drug use may perceive it as acceptable or harmless, potentially driving them towards experimentation. Thus, the Agenda Setting Theory indicates that the manner in which drug-related narratives are constructed and disseminated on social media directly impacts students' attitudes and decisions.
Within the context of this research, understanding the principles of agenda-setting can help design effective social media campaigns aimed at reducing drug abuse. By strategically promoting content that focuses on the risks and detrimental effects of substance use, advocates can influence the narrative surrounding drug abuse within the student community. Content that features testimonials from recovered users, expert advice from health professionals, and interactive discussions can serve as a counter-narrative against pro-drug messages.
Social media campaigns can leverage hashtags, trending topics, and influencer partnerships to ensure that the discourse surrounding drug abuse is consistently present within the digital landscape. By embedding discussions about the adversities associated with drug use in popular hashtags or themes on platforms like Instagram, Twitter, or TikTok, advocates can ensure that the agenda surrounding drug abuse is appropriately defined and highlighted.
The application of the Agenda Setting Theory also extends to evaluating the effectiveness of campaigns targeting drug abuse. By monitoring engagement metrics—likes, shares, comments—along with surveys measuring student awareness and attitudes towards drug abuse before and after social media interventions, institutions can assess the degree to which the social media agenda has influenced student perceptions.
For instance, if a campaign aimed at raising awareness about the dangers of prescription drug abuse garners high engagement, while conversations about recreational drug use lag, it indicates a shift towards a negative agenda regarding substance abuse. This feedback loop allows for ongoing refinement of intervention strategies based on students' receptivity to different types of messaging.
In conclusion, the Agenda Setting Theory serves as a foundational framework for understanding how social media influences perceptions of drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic. By assessing how content is framed and disseminated, stakeholders can implement targeted campaigns that positively redefine the narrative around substance use. Given the inherent ability of social media to reach and resonate with students, leveraging agenda-setting principles can not only enhance awareness but also empower students to make informed choices regarding their health and well-being.

2.2.2 Development Theory
 Introduction to Development Theory
Development Theory encompasses a variety of frameworks that explain the processes through which societies progress and improve the well-being of their communities. It includes economic, social, and political dimensions, emphasizing the conditions required for sustainable development. In the context of drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic, Development Theory can provide insights into how effective engagement and education through social media can foster healthier choices and mitigate substance abuse.
At its core, Development Theory posits that social development is essential for improving living conditions and reducing issues like drug abuse. Social development involves enhancing the quality of life and well-being of individuals through education, empowerment, and the availability of resources. Within this framework, social media can be leveraged to address the factors contributing to drug abuse among students, including knowledge deficits, stigma, peer pressure, and access to information.
By using social media as a platform for disseminating educational content about drug abuse, health, and wellness, the institution can create an environment where students feel informed and empowered. Social media campaigns can provide drug education, promote healthy lifestyle choices, and encourage open discussions about substance use. This approach aligns with the principles of social development, as it fosters an informed student body capable of making educated choices concerning drug use.
Development Theory emphasizes the importance of providing individuals with the necessary information to empower them to make informed decisions about their lives. In the realm of drug abuse, this means educating students about the consequences of substance use, while also providing them with the tools to resist peer pressure and make healthier decisions.
Social media serves as a vital channel for this dissemination of information. Campaigns can include infographics, videos, articles, and live discussions that break down complex issues around drug use into digestible content for students. By equipping students with knowledge and coping strategies, social media can build a culture of resilience against drug abuse.
For example, a campaign highlighting the signs of substance abuse and available support resources can diminish stigma and encourage students to seek help for themselves or peers. Access to information through social media can enhance community support systems where students share experiences or organize intervention programs, aligning with the development goal of collective empowerment.
Effective development requires collaboration; similarly, tackling drug abuse necessitates a supportive community. Social media can help foster a sense of belonging and solidarity among students, enabling them to share experiences and form support networks. Initiatives that promote peer-to-peer support can empower students to take an active role in addressing drug abuse within their community.
For instance, social media groups or pages dedicated to discussing mental health and drug-related issues can provide safe spaces for students to express their concerns and seek peer support. Engaging students in these discussions makes it clear that they are not alone in their struggles, thereby reducing the isolation often experienced by individuals dealing with substance abuse issues.
Another dimension of Development Theory is the recognition that health and well-being are interconnected with various aspects of life. Drug abuse does not exist in a vacuum; factors such as mental health, socioeconomic status, and community involvement contribute significantly to substance use. 
Social media initiatives can adopt a holistic approach by addressing not just drug abuse, but also mental health awareness and healthy lifestyle promotion. Campaigns that encompass physical health, emotional well-being, and substance abuse prevention can create comprehensive programs that resonate with students' daily lives
2.3 EMPERICAL REVIEW
	However in another research study by Emeka W. Dumbili (2015) A Review of Substance Use among Secondary School Students in Nigeria reveals that: The findings also reveal that the motives for using alcohol include staying awake in order to study at night, drinking to forget one’s problems, drinking to alleviate anxiety and drinking to enjoy festivals. Similarly, the results reveal that peer pressure in the form of drinking to satisfy friends or to not be seen as different from one’s group predicted alcohol use, while multiple substance-related problems were reported among substance users. Among st other factors, the non-existence of alcohol control policies, which increased alcohol availability was associated with alcohol
 Morever a study also connotes and was conducted by B.O. Olley & A.A. Ajiteru (2017) “Determinants of Alcohol Use among Female University Students in Nigeria” came to a conclusion that; Out of Five hundred and twenty-five students’ constituting 30.8 percent of the entire resident female students in the university got a questionnaire consisting several items assessing alcohol use disorder and other psycho-social factors filled. FromFrom this number, 285 that is, 54.2 percent satisfied cases for alcohol consumption. 87.3 percent were within the normal drinking range while 7.7 percent were hazardously drinking alcohol and five percent were harmfully abusing alcohol. Factors such as age, social anxiety and family type were found to affect this consumption pattern. ResultsResults were discussed in relation to existing literature of drug abuse in Nigeria particularly among females and a need for an urgent policy formulation regarding institutionalized female residence.
In a study by Usman Muhammad Alhassan (2015) Student's Perception Of The Causes And Influence Of Drug Abuse On Their Learning Behaviours In Bida Public Schools, Nigeria. came to a conclusion that; out of One thousand four hundred and fifty two (1452) questionnaires which was administered to the respondents (students) in six (6) public secondary schools in Bida, Niger state, Nigeria, a total number of nine hundred and sixty seven (967) representing 66.6% of the questionnaires were returned, analysed and reported and the study concluded that students have good perception of drug abuse, some of the commonly abused drugs include codeine, rohypnol, alcohol, cannabis, cocaine and heroin; and drug abuse among secondary school students have consequences on their learning behaviours. ItIt therefore recommends that students should be counselled regularly to solve the perceived causes of drugs and substance abuse before getting out of hands, the school administrators should be aware of all the commonly abused drugs by these students to take appropriate measure to reduce their availability in the environment, communities and other law enforcement agencies should organize and send a clear and consistent message to students by developing and implementing a broad, comprehensive approach to dealing with substance abuse and stakeholders and school administrators should always have a more education-oriented approach to drug prevention and the consequences of drug abuse on their learning behaviour and the danger for their future.
 In the same direction Bello Ibrahim (2021) Predisposing Factors And Consequences Of Drug Abuse In Nigeria. TheThe paper found out that the predisposing factors for drug abuse are physiological factors, family drug behavior and attitude, poor and inconsistent family management practices, early and persistent problem behaviors, early onset of drug use, academic failure, and peer influence and association with drug using peers. The consequences of drug abuse were divided into short term and long term consequences.
In conclusion, the paper noted that drug abuse, like its causes, has many negative consequences on the physiological, psychological and social behaviours of the abuse. It affects the family and the society at large. But the paper divided the consequences into long term and short effects, depending on the period taken in the drug habit. The paper also recommended that to fight drug abuse in Nigeria, there should be a combination of efforts, including correction, punitive measures, drug education and awareness creation, among others.
Another study explains and the research was done by olubayo Stephen Olarinde (2019) a History Of Substance Abuse And Rehabilitation Amongst Nigerian Undergraduates: a Case Study Of Redeemer’s University (2005-2017) This research, traces the history of substance abuse amongst Nigerian undergraduates. It begins by examining the history of psychedelic and psychoactive substances in Nigeria, interrogating how these substances were introduced into the country and its spread. ThisThis research further elucidates the dynamics of substance abuse amongst students of faith-based universities in Nigeria, using Redeemer’s University as a case study. FurthermoreFurthermore, this work analyses the trend of substance abuse in Redeemer’s university since its establishment, the rate at which students abuse controlled substances, how these substances are acquired, the control measures the university administration has put in place and how successful these measures have been over the years. ItIt also examines the history of rehabilitation in Redeemer’s University and how successful the university’s rehabilitation program has been. This work enunciates the challenges of substance abuse rehabilitation in Redeemer’s University and gives recommendations as to how the university administration, the church, parents and the Nigerian government can curb the menace of substance abuse and addiction that is gradually destroying lives and destinies of Nigerian youths.
And lastly in another study by Daniel C.O., et. all 2021 ‘Determinants Of Psychoactive Substance Use among Young People In Ado Ekiti, South West, Nigeria’. he reveals that; The goal of this study was to assess the determinants of psychoactive substance use among young people in Ado Ekiti, Southwest, Nigeria and a descriptive cross-sectional study with an analytic component was conducted among 415 eligible young people (both boys and girls) aged 10-24years in Ado Ekiti, Southwest, Nigeria from August, 2021 to January, 2022. Multiple logistic regressions was done to ascertain the predictors of psychotropic substance use among young people while controlling possible confounders.
However, this research aims to address and give an in-depth analysis on the usage of Substances and also drug misuse among kwara State polytechnic student, moreover the study work between all the gap is that the researcher didn’twork on the social media campaign on drug or substance abuse among student of kwara State polytechnic. Only few of the researcher work on the use of social media to curb drug abuse, some worked on the effect, causes, consequences and perception of the drug abuse to the society . Different researchers used different models, theories to relate it to their research topic and research instrument to gather their data. In regard to the research study, this chapter looked at the work of other academics and researchers. Additionally, it examined mass communication theories that the researcher hoped to apply as a strategy to address the role of social media in reducing drug abuse or substance abuse. 
In a research paper by Emeka W. Dumbili (2015) A Review of Substance Use among Secondary School Students in Nigeria reveals that : The findings also reveal that the motives for using alcohol include staying awake in order to study at night, drinking to forget one’s problems, drinking to alleviate anxiety and drinking to enjoy festivals. Similarly, the results reveal that peer pressure in the form of drinking to satisfy friends or to not be seen as different from one’s group predicted alcohol use, while multiple substance-related problems were reported among substance users. Among st other factors, the non-existence of alcohol control policies, which increased alcohol availability was associated with alcohol
   Morever a study also connote and explain and was conducted by B.O. Olley & A.A. Ajiteru (2017) “Determinants of Alcohol Use among Female University Students in Nigeria” came to a conclusion that; Out of Five hundred and twenty-five students’ constituting 30.8 percent of the entire resident female students in the university got a questionnaire consisting several items assessing alcohol use disorder and other psycho-social factors filled. FromFrom this number, 285 that is, 54.2 percent satisfied cases for alcohol consumption. 87.3 percent were within the normal drinking range while 7.7 percent were hazardously drinking alcohol and five percent were harmfully abusing alcohol. Factors such as age, social anxiety and family type were found to affect this consumption pattern. ResultsResults were discussed in relation to existing literature of drug abuse in Nigeria particularly among females and a need for an urgent policy formulation regarding institutionalized female residence.
    In a study by Usman Muhammad Alhassan (2015) Student's Perception Of The Causes And Influence Of Drug Abuse On Their Learning Behaviours In Bida Public Schools, Nigeria. came to a conclusion that; out of One thousand four hundred and fifty two (1452) questionnaires which was administered to the respondents (students) in six (6) public secondary schools in Bida, Niger state, Nigeria, a total number of nine hundred and sixty seven (967) representing 66.6% of the questionnaires were returned, analysed and reported and the study concluded that students have good perception of drug abuse, some of the commonly abused drugs include codeine, rohypnol, alcohol, cannabis, cocaine and heroin; and drug abuse among secondary school students have consequences on their learning behaviours. ItIt therefore recommends that students should be counselled regularly to solve the perceived causes of drugs and substance abuse before getting out of hands, the school administrators should be aware of all the commonly abused drugs by these students to take appropriate measure to reduce their availability in the environment, communities and other law enforcement agencies should organize and send a clear and consistent message to students by developing and implementing a broad, comprehensive approach to dealing with substance abuse and stakeholders and school administrators should always have a more education-oriented approach to drug prevention and the consequences of drug abuse on their learning behaviour and the danger for their future.
   In the same direction Bello Ibrahim (2021) Predisposing Factors And Consequences Of Drug Abuse In Nigeria. TheThe paper found out that the predisposing factors for drug abuse are physiological factors, family drug behavior and attitude, poor and inconsistent family management practices, early and persistent problem behaviors, early onset of drug use, academic failure, and peer influence and association with drug using peers. The consequences of drug abuse were divided into short term and long term consequences.
In conclusion, the paper noted that drug abuse, like its causes, has many negative consequences on the physiological, psychological and social behaviours of the abuse.It affects the family and the society at large. But the paper divided the consequences into long term and short effects, depending on the period taken in the drug habit. The paper also recommended that to fight drug abuse in Nigeria, there should be a combination of efforts, including correction, punitive measures, drug education and awareness creation, among others.
  Another study explains and the research was done by olubayo Stephen Olarinde (2019) a History Of Substance Abuse And Rehabilitation Amongst Nigerian Undergraduates: a Case Study Of Redeemer’s University (2005-2017) This research, traces the history of substance abuse amongst Nigerian undergraduates. It begins by examining the history of psychedelic and psychoactive substances in Nigeria, interrogating how these substances were introduced into the country and its spread. This research further elucidates the dynamics of substance abuse amongst students of faith-based universities in Nigeria, using Redeemer’s University as a case study. Furthermore Furthermore, this work analyses the trend of substance abuse in Redeemer’s university since its establishment, the rate at which students abuse controlled substances, how these substances are acquired, the control measures the university administration has put in place and how successful these measures have been over the years. ItIt also examines the history of rehabilitation in Redeemer’s University and how successful the university’s rehabilitation program has been. This work enunciates the challenges of substance abuse rehabilitation in Redeemer’s University and gives recommendations as to how the university administration, the church, parents and the Nigerian government can curb the menace of substance abuse and addiction that is gradually destroying lives and destinies of Nigerian youths.
And lastly in another study by Daniel C.O., et. all 2021 ‘Determinants Of Psychoactive Substance Use among Young People In Ado Ekiti, South West, Nigeria’. he reveals that; The goal of this study was to assess the determinants of psychoactive substance use among young people in Ado Ekiti, Southwest, Nigeria and a descriptive cross-sectional study with an analytic component was conducted among 415 eligible young people (both boys and girls) aged 10-24years in Ado Ekiti, Southwest, Nigeria from August, 2021 to January, 2022. Multiple logistic regressions was done to ascertain the predictors of psychotropic substance use among young people while controlling possible confounders.
   However, this research aims to address and give an in-depth analysis on the usage of Substances and also drug misuse among kwara State polytechnic student, moreover the study work between all the gap is that the researcher didn’t work on the social media campaign on drug or substance abuse among student of kwara State polytechnic. Only few of the researcher work on the use of social media to curb  drug abuse , some worked on the effect , causes, consequences and perception of the drug abuse to the society . Different researchers used different models, theories to relate it to their research topic and research instrument to gather their data. In regard to the research study, this chapter looked at the work of other academics and researchers. Additionally, it examined mass communication theories that the researcher hoped to apply as a strategy to address the role of social media in reducing drug abuse or substance abuse .
Another study was done by Oluwaseun, A. O., & Kehinde, O. (2021). “Social Media Influence on Substance Abuse among Nigerian Youths: A Study of Selected Tertiary Institutions in Kwara State.”
- This study explored the correlation between social media usage patterns and substance abuse among students in Kwara State’s tertiary institutions. It found that increased exposure to drug-related content on social media platforms correlated with higher incidences of substance use among students.
Another study was done by Eze, M., & Eze, R. (2020). “The Role of Social Media in Promoting Drug Abuse Among University Students in Nigeria.” International Journal of Public Health Science, 9(2), 95-105.
   This research focused on university students across Nigeria and highlighted how social media creates an environment where drug use is glamorized. The study revealed that students are influenced by peer behaviors shared on social media, contributing to their experimentation with drugs.
Another research topic was done by Umar, I., & Abdullahi, F. (2019). “Social Media, Peer Influence, and Drug Abuse Among Undergraduates in Nigeria: A Comparative Study.” Journal of Substance Use, 24(5), 520-525.
   This research assessed how peer influences, amplified through social media interactions, affect the drug abuse patterns among students. The findings indicated that the nature of content shared by peers on platforms like Instagram and Twitter correlates with the likelihood of engaging in substance abuse.
Other research that was done by Bawa, J., & Rabiu, B. (2022). “Assessing the Awareness and Effects of Drug Abuse Communication on Young Adults in Kwara State.” African Journal of Drug and Alcohol Studies, 19(1), 12-22.
   This study analyzed how drug abuse communications on social media affect young adults’ perceptions and behaviors regarding drug use. It highlighted that misleading information and normalization of drug use shared on social media significantly impacted students from Kwara State Polytechnic, leading to increased rates of experimentation with drugs.
These studies collectively underline the influence of social media in shaping students’ perceptions and behaviors regarding drug abuse within the context of Nigerian tertiary educational environments. They contribute to the growing body of literature on the subject and provide a basis for further investigation into effective interventions.


CHAPTER THREE
                                               RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN 
The research design employed for this study is a mixed-methods approach, encompassing both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. This hybrid design aims to provide a comprehensive understanding The impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among student of kwara State polytechnic. According to Creswell and Plano Clark (2018), mixed-methods research is a “research design with philosophical assumptions as well as methods of inquiry” that combines “elements of qualitative and quantitative research approaches” (p. 4). The rationale for choosing this design is to obtain a holistic and nuanced picture of the phenomenon under investigation, as well as to triangulate and validate the findings from different sources of data. And also According to Kinnear & taylor (1996) research design is the basic plan which guides the data collection and analysis phases of a research project. It is the framework which specifies the type of information collected and source of data collection procedure.
 For the purpose of this research study, the researcher adopts explanatory mixed method design. Descriptive survey is for quantitative and in-depth interview for qualitative aspects of the mixed methods. The mixed-methods design is adopted for this study follows the concurrent triangulation strategy, which involves collecting and analyzing both quantitative and qualitative data simultaneously and then comparing and integrating the results (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018). This strategy allows the researcher to cross-validate and corroborate the findings from different methods, as well as to explore any discrepancies or contradictions that may emerge. The quantitative component of the study will employ a survey method to measure the variables of interest, while the qualitative component will employ an interview method to elicit the participants’ views and experiences.
3.2 POPULATION OF THE STUDY 
Population of the study is an interdisciplinary field of scientific study that uses various statistical methods and models to analyse, determine, address, and predict population challenges and trends from data collected through various data collection methods such as population census, registration method, sampling, and some other systems of data sources.In the various fields of healthcare, a population study is a study of a group of individuals taken from the general population who share a common characteristic, such as age, sex, or health condition. This group may be studied for different reasons, such as their response to a drug or risk of getting a disease.
The target population for this research comprises students of Kwara State Polytechnic. These individuals collectively represent the diverse audience whose perceptions and experiences with social media and substance abuse or drug abuse will be investigated. According to the Kwara State Polytechnic website, the institution has a total of 15,000 students enrolled in various programs across six Institute. The population is heterogeneous in terms of gender, age, ethnicity, academic level, and social media usage.
The population of the study comprises of the following institute in Kwara state polytechnic: IOT (Institute of Technology), IFMS (Institute of Finance and Management Studies), IICT (Institute of Information and Communication Technology), IES (Institute of Environmental studies), IAS (Institute of Applied Science), IGS (Institute of General Studies).


3.3 SAMPLE SIZE 
A Simple random sampling is a statistical method of selecting a sample from a larger population. It is considered to be an unbiased way of selecting a sample because each member of the population has an equal chance of being included in the sample. In simple random sampling, each member is selected independently, and the selection process is completely random. The use of simple random sampling means that each student at Kwara State Polytechnic has an equal chance of being selected to participate in the study. This ensures that the sample is representative of the population and reduces bias in the results. By selecting 100 respondents through simple random sampling, the findings of the study can provide a good estimate of the attitudes and behaviors of the larger population of students at the institution.
3.4 SAMPLE TECHNIQUE
Therefore, the simple random sampling technique is appropriate for this study as it ensures that the findings can be generalized to the population of interest and is a reliable way of obtaining representative data on the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.
Accidental sampling is a type of non-probability sampling technique based on the convenience of participants. It is different from simple random sampling, which is a probability sampling technique where each member of the population has an equal chance of being included in the sample. In the context of your project topic, accidental sampling may be used if the researcher selects participants based on their availability or willingness to participate in the study.
However, it is important to note that accidental sampling may not be representative of the population, and the results of the study may not be generalizable. According to Creswell and Plano Clark (2018), accidental sampling is only appropriate in situations where low generalizability is acceptable, and where the researcher aims to generate hypotheses that can be further tested through more rigorous sampling methods. Therefore, accidental sampling should be used with caution and its limitations should be acknowledged when interpreting the results of the study.
3.5 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 
 The primary instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire, designed to gather both quantitative and qualitative data. The questionnaire will incorporate established scales for quantitative responses and open-ended questions to capture nuanced qualitative insights. The questionnaire will consist of two sections (Section A and B): the first segment which is section A consist of the demographic information of the respondent while the section B depict the social media and the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among student of kwara state polytechnic. The questionnaire will be administered online using Google Forms, a free and user-friendly platform for creating and distributing surveys.
To carry out this research, Questionnaire and Interview guide will be adopted. The questionnaire, according to Babbie (2010) is an instrument that is designed to gather or elicit information that will be subjected to further analysis. Questionnaire is used as the method of data collection. The questionnaires were structured as close ended question.
A total of one hundred (100) questionnaires will be administered on a Google form. Also Furthermore, a questionnaire enables the researcher to gather precise and accurate information by asking direct and specific questions related to the research topic. By adopting a questionnaire, the researcher can gather data that is reliable, valid, and relevant to the research objective. Therefore, it is crucial to use a questionnaire to explore the influence of social media on drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic. (Creswell and plano Clark, 2018)
3.6 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
 To enhance the validity and reliability of the research instrument, established scales and validated survey items will be utilized. Pre-testing of the questionnaire will be conducted to ensure clarity, relevance, and the appropriateness of the items for the context of Kwara State Polytechnic. Reliability will be assessed through the consistency and stability of responses. According to Pallant (2016), reliability can be measured using Cronbach’s alpha, a statistic that indicates the internal consistency of a scale or a set of items. A Cronbach’s alpha value of 0.7 or higher is considered acceptable for reliability.
Validity refers to the extent to which the research instrument measures what it intends to measure, and how well it reflects the construct or concept under investigation (Pallant, 2016). There are different types of validity, such as content validity, construct validity, and criterion validity. Content validity refers to the degree to which the items of the instrument cover the content and scope of the construct or concept. Construct validity refers to the degree to which the instrument captures the underlying theoretical dimensions and relationships of the construct or concept. Criterion validity refers to the degree to which the instrument correlates with other measures or indicators of the same or related construct or concept. To ensure the validity of the research instrument, the following steps will be taken:
· Content validity will be ensured by conducting a literature review and consulting experts in the field of social media and substance abuse or drug abuse to identify the relevant and appropriate items and scales for the questionnaire.
· Construct validity will be ensured by conducting a factor analysis to examine the dimensionality and structure of the scales and items, and to confirm that they reflect the theoretical framework and hypotheses of the study.
· Criterion validity will be ensured by conducting a correlation analysis to compare the scores of the scales and items with other measures or indicators of social media and substance abuse or drug abuse perception, such as behavioral intention, word-of-mouth, and purchase decision.
Validity is how far a measurement device measures what it should measure. in order to validate the instrument, the instrument was tested and verified by experienced professionals in the department to ensure that the instrument meet the material validity criteria and to ensure reliability of the work.
3.7 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 
Quantitative data will be collected through the distribution of electronic surveys to the selected sample, while qualitative data will be obtained through in-depth interviews with a subset of participants. The structured questionnaire will serve as the primary tool for quantitative data collection. The questionnaire will be sent via email to the participants, along with a consent form and an information sheet explaining gthe purpose and procedures of the study. The participants will be given two weeks to complete and submit the questionnaire.
The data collection process will follow the ethical principles and guidelines of the Kwara State Polytechnic Research Ethics Committee, as well as the American Psychological Association (APA) Code of Conduct. The ethical issues that will be considered and addressed in this study include:
· Informed consent: The participants will be informed about the nature, purpose, and procedures of the study, as well as their rights and responsibilities, before they agree to participate. They will be given the option to withdraw from the study at any time without any penalty or consequence.
· Confidentiality: The participants’ personal information and responses will be kept confidential and anonymous, and will not be disclosed to any third party without their permission. The data will be stored securely and encrypted, and will be accessible only to the researcher and the supervisor.
· Privacy: The participants’ privacy will be respected and protected, and they will not be asked to reveal any sensitive or personal information that is irrelevant or unnecessary for the study. The data will be used only for the purposes of the study, and will not be shared or published without the participants’ consent and approval.
· Harm: The participants will not be exposed to any physical, psychological, or emotional harm or distress as a result of their participation in the study. The study will not involve any deception, coercion, or manipulation of the participants. The participants will be debriefed and thanked after the completion of the study, and will be provided with the contact details of the researcher and the supervisor in case of any questions or concerns.
3.8 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 
Before being transferred to SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) for additional analysis, the survey data will be coded and entered into a computer using the statistical program. For the study variables, descriptive statistics like mean, frequency, and percentage will be calculated using SPSS. To evaluate the participants' knowledge, attitudes, and conduct, questionnaires will be gathered. Frequency tables and percentages will be used to examine the data collected. These statistical tools will be employed because they are suitable for decomposing and examining the produced data.
The mixed-methods data analysis will involve comparing and integrating the quantitative and qualitative findings to answer the research questions and achieve the research objectives. The data integration will be done at the interpretation and reporting stage, using a triangulation approach. Triangulation is a technique that involves “using multiple methods, data sources, researchers, or theories to enhance the credibility and validity of research findings” (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018, p. 259). The triangulation approach will allow the researcher to cross-validate and corroborate the findings from different methods, as well as to explore any discrepancies or contradictions that may emerge.
       


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
4.0 INTRODUCTION 
This chapter deals with the presentation, analysis and interpretation of the problem under the research work. A total 100 questionnaires were administered to the to respondents via Google form. It was shared to their WhatsApp number and groups and the responses were retrieved on the Google drive. Therefore, the analysis is based on 100 questionnaire which were retrieved on Google drive.
4.1 ANALYSIS OF FIELD PERFORMANCE OF INSTRUMENT
Table 1: Gender of respondents
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Male 
	47
	47%

	Female 
	49
	49%

	Other 
	4
	4%

	Total 
	100
	100%


 Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 1 indicates the gender of the respondent either they’re male or female or other gender so the 47% of the respondent are male, 49% of the respondent are female and 4% of the respondent fall into other brackets definitely female gender attempt this segment the most because they have the higher percentage in this segment.

Table 2: Age of respondents 
	Responses 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	16-20
	21
	21%

	21-25
	57
	57%

	26-30
	17
	17%

	31-40
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the tale above states the age of the respondent. The respondent from Age bracket 16- 20 is 21%, 21-25 are 57%, 26 – 30 age group are 17% while 5% of the respondent are 5% respectively so definitey age bracket 21- 25 attempt this segment the most. 

Table 3: Religion of respondents
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Christianity 
	36
	36%

	Islam
	60
	60%

	Other 
	4
	4%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey
Table 3 is showing the religion of the respondent, the respondent that falls into Christianity are 36%, Islam is 60% and kther religion ia 4% respectively.
Table 4: occupation of respondents 
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Student 
	66
	66%

	Employed
	15
	15%

	Unemployed 
	7
	7%

	Self – employed 
	12
	12%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4 above is showing the occupation of the respondent that attempt this segment, 66%of the respondent are student, 15% out if the remaining respondent are employed, 7% is unemployed while 12% is self employed respectiveli, so basically students are the highest respondent in this segment.
Table 5: Qualification of respondents
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	O’level
	16
	16%

	OND
	17
	17%

	HND 
	36
	36%

	BSC 
	31
	31%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 5 indicates the highest education level of the respondent, respondent with level is 16%, 17% of the respondent are OND holder, HND holder are 36%, and Bsc holder is occupying 31%. Basically, HND holder are the highest respondent in this segment.
Table 6: Do you use any social media platforms?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	94
	94%

	No
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table states if the respondent uses any social media platforms. Some certain respondent agrees to this part that yes, they make use of social media, the respondent that chooses Yes are 94%, and also some respondent oppose and that disagree to this question they are 6% respectively.
Table 7: Which social media platforms do you use the most? 
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Facebook 
	17
	17%

	WhatsApp 
	13
	13%

	X(Twitter)
	58
	58%

	You tube 
	7
	7%

	None 
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


lSource: Field Survey, 2024
Table 7 indicates the social media platforms the respondent does use the most. Facebook is 17%, WhatsApp is 13%, X(Twitter) users are 58%, you tube users are 7% and none socual media platforms is 5%. Definitely X(Twitter) users are the highest respondent in this segment.
Table 8: How often did you use social media?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Very often 
	76
	76%

	Rarely 
	15
	15%

	Sometimes 
	9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the table above indicates how often the respondent use social media, 76% of the respondent make use of social media very often, 15% of the respondent rarely make use of social media, 9% of the respondent sometimes make yse of socail media.
Table 9: Did you receive any information on any social media platforms or social media group?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes 
	70
	70%

	No
	30
	30%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 9 showcase if the respondent has received any information on any social media platforms or social media group. 70% of the respondent agree that yes, they’ve received information on social media platforms and groups, while 30% disagrees totally No they’ve not received any information on any social media platforms and groups.
Table 10: Do you think the school administration can use social media to create more awareness on drug abuse among student? 
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	92
	92%

	No 
	8
	8%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 10 indicates if the respondent thinks the school administration can use social media to create more awareness on drug abuse among student, 92% of the respondent totally agree, yes school administration can ise socail media to create more awareness on drug abuse among student, while 8% of the respondent chooses NO. 
Table 11: Does student use drugs other than those required for medicals?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	82
	82%

	No
	18
	18%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 11 show if the students use drugs for other purposes other than those required for medicals.  82% of the respondent agreed to this segment and 1ó% disagree respectively.
Table 12: What types of drugs did you think student use or take?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Alcohol 
	29
	29%

	Cocaine 
	8
	8%

	Codeine 
	19
	19%

	Marijuana 
	22
	22%

	Tramadol 
	22
	22%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 12 shows the types of drugs does the respondent think the students use or take .29% of respondent chooses alcohol, 8% of the respondent chooses cocaine, 19 % of the respondent chooses codeine and 22% of the respondent chooses marijuana, while the last 22% of the respomdent chooses tramadol .so basically alcohol Is the highest substances taken by student.
Table 13: To what extent did you obey the instruction and warning om social media?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Some extent 
	30
	30%

	Great extent 
	60
	60%

	Less extent
	5
	5%

	None extent 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 13 shows that to what extent does the respondent obey the instruction and warning on social media, 30% of the respondent chooses some exeni, 60% of the respondent chooses great extent and 5% of the respondent chooses less extent and 5% of the respondent chooses none extent.
Table 14: Did social media influence you decision in regards to seeking safe health?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes 
	85
	85%

	No
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the table above it depicts that does social media influence the respondent decisions in regards to seeking safe health. 85% of the respondent chooses yes and 15% of the respondent chooses NO respectively.
Table 15: To what extent did social media influence your decision in regards to seeking safe health?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Some extent 
	33
	33%

	Great extent 
	48
	48%

	Less extent 
	14
	14%

	None extent 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table indicates to what extent does the social media influence the decision of the respondent to seeking safe health, 33% of the respondent says it influence their decision to sme extents ,48% of the respondent says it influence tgeir decision in great extent ,14% of the respondents says it intgeir decision in less extent, while 5% is none extent.
Table 16: Did you comply to the messages and instructions on drug abuse awareness? 
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Yes
	94
	94%

	No
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 16 shows if the respondent complies to the messages and instructions of drug abuse awareness, 94% of the respondent chooses yes, that they comply to the instruction on drug abuse awareness. And 6% chooses NO that they didn’t comply to the messages and instructions on drug abuse awareness.
4.2 ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
The research conducted sought to investigate the extent to which students of Kwara State Polytechnic were aware of social media campaigns against drug abuse. To answer this question, the researchers used Table 6, 7, 8 and 9 to analyze the data collected. Table 6 revealed that the majority (94%) of respondents used social media. Further analysis in Table 7 showed that a higher percentage of students preferred using Twitter (58%) than other social media platforms. Additionally, Table 8 demonstrated that the vast majority (76%) of students used social media very often to receive information on drug abuse. This information can be used to conclude that a large proportion of the student population at Kwara State Polytechnic use social media to stay informed about drug abuse.
The second research question sought to determine the extent to whichh social media awareness campaigns against drug abuse have influenced the level of knowledge of students at Kwara State Polytechnic. To answer this question, the researchers used Tables 11 and 12. Table 11 revealed that the majority (82%) of respondents believe that people use drugs other than those required for medical purposes. Table 12 provided further data, indicating that a significantly large proportion of students take alcohol. Taken together, these findings suggest that social media campaigns against drug abuse need to address a wide range of substances consumed by students, emphasizing the risks associated with their use.
The third research question focused on the use of social media awareness in educating students about drug abuse. Table 13 revealed that the vast majority (60%) of respondents obey instructions and warnings about drug abuse to a great extent. Moreover, Table 14 demonstrated that 85% of respondents had their decisions influenced by social media to seek safe health practices. Finally, Table 15 revealed that a significant majority (48%) of students had their decisions influenced by social media to seek safe health practices to a great extent. These findings suggest that social media campaigns against drug abuse are an effective means of disseminating information to students about safe health practices.
The fourth and final research question sought to determine the level of compliance among students at Kwara State Polytechnic concerning messages and instructions of social media awareness campaigns. Table 16 revealed that the vast majority (94%) of respondents complied with the messages and instructions of social media awareness campaigns. These results suggest that social media awareness campaigns can be an effective tool in reducing the practice of drug abuse among students at Kwara State Polytechnic.
In conclusion, the research conducted provides valuable insights into the extent to which social media campaigns against drug abuse are effective in educating students at Kwara State Polytechnic. The findings suggest that social media can be a useful tool in disseminating information about drug abuse and promoting safe health practices among students. However, future campaigns must pay attention to the specific substances abused by students and the risks associated with their use. Furthermore, it is important to note that social media campaigns must be complemented by other programs to reduce the practice of drug abuse among students.


4.3 DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 
Social media use and drug abuse awareness: The study found that the majority of students of Kwara state polytechnic use social media platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to access drug abuse awareness content. This finding suggests that social media is an effective tool for disseminating drug abuse awareness.
1. Frequency of social media use and drug abuse awareness: The study also found that students who use social media platforms frequently are more likely to have increased drug abuse awareness compared to those who infrequently use social media. This finding suggests that frequent social media use is associated with higher drug abuse awareness levels.
2. Influence of social media on drug abuse behavior: The study found that social media plays a vital role in influencing drug abuse behavior among students of Kwara state polytechnic. Students who had access to drug abuse awareness campaign content via social media reported having a reduced inclination to abuse drugs. This finding highlights that social media can effectively shape attitudes towards drug abuse.
3. Social media campaigns and drug abuse intervention: The study found that the use of social media campaigns aimed at increasing drug abuse awareness can be an effective tool in drug abuse intervention. Therefore, policymakers and stakeholders in the health and education sectors should consider this approach in developing targeted drug abuse awareness campaigns among the student population. 
In summary, the findings from the study suggest that social media can be an effective tool in promoting drug abuse awareness and shaping attitudes towards drug use. Thus, targeting social media platforms with well-thought-out campaigns could go a long way in stemming drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic.

                                                       


CHAPTER FIVE
5.1 Summary
This chapter aims to summarize the findings of the study on the impact of social media awareness on drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic. The research questions were designed to investigate the extent to which students are aware of social media campaigns against drug abuse, the influence of social media on students’ knowledge of drug abuse, their compliance with social media messages on drug abuse, and the use of social media awareness on drug abuse. The study used a quantitative research design, whereby data was collected from 100 participants, and analyzed using descriptive statistics. The findings suggest that a majority of the students of Kwara State Polytechnic use social media, with Twitter being the most popular platform. The study also reveals that most students receive information on drug abuse from social media, and they obey instructional warnings on drug abuse to a great extent. Furthermore, a significant majority of the respondents complied with the messages and instructions of the awareness campaigns, which implies that social media awareness has a positive impact on reducing drug abuse among students. Summary.
The study also investigated the impact of social media awareness campaigns on drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic. The research revealed that social media is an effective tool for disseminating information about drug abuse and promoting safe health practices among students. Additionally, the study identified that a significant proportion of students at Kwara State Polytechnic use social media often to receive information on drug abuse. However, future campaigns need to address the substance abused by students and the risks associated with their use.
5.2 conclusion 
The study concludes that social media awareness has a positive impact on reducing drug abuse among students of Kwara State Polytechnic. The findings suggest that social media is an effective tool for disseminating information and creating awareness about drug abuse among students. The high level of compliance with social media messages on drug abuse implies that students are receptive to the messages and are willing to act on them. However, the study also reveals that a significant percentage of students do not receive information on drug abuse from social media, indicating that there is still room for improvement in the dissemination of information. The study recommends that more efforts should be made towards increasing the reach and effectiveness of social media campaigns on drug abuse.
In conclusion, the findings of this study suggest that social media campaigns against drug abuse can significantly impact the knowledge and behavior of students concerning drug use. The study revealed the effectiveness of social media in disseminating information about drug abuse and promoting safe health practices among students. However, to ensure the successful implementation of social media campaigns, it is necessary to address the specific substances abused and their associated risks. Additionally, it is essential to complement social media campaigns with other interventions to combat drug abuse among students.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Increased collaboration between educational institutions and social media platforms to create more effective awareness campaigns on drug abuse.
2. Continuous development and dissemination of relevant information on drug abuse via social media to increase awareness among students.
3. Incorporation of social media awareness campaigns into the school curriculum as a way of reinforcing the impact of social media campaigns.
4. The development of peer-led awareness campaigns which rely on social media platforms, as this may be more effective in reaching younger audiences.
5. Ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of social media campaigns on drug abuse to determine their impact and identify areas for improvement.
6.Social media awareness campaigns should be complemented with other interventions to reduce drug abuse among students.
7. Government and educational institutions should fund and support social media awareness campaigns to reduce drug abuse among youths.
8. Social media platforms should also implement measures to promote safe drug use practices among their users.
9.Drug rehabilitation and counseling services should be readily available to students with drug abuse problems in Kwara State Polytechnic.
10. The National Drug Abuse and Control Agency (NDLEA) and other relevant agencies should collaborate with educational institutions to develop strategies tailored toward reducing drug abuse among students.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondents,
I am a student of the Department of Mass Communication Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin, Conducting research on a topic “IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON DRUG ABUSE AMONG STUDENTS OF KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC” 
The research is not meant for publication but for educational purpose, therefore, sincerity will be really appreciated. 
INSTRUCTIONS: please tick “good” where appropriate
SECTION A
1. What is your gender?
Male ( ) , Female ( ), Other ( )
2.What is your age?
16- 20 ( ) , 21 -25 ( ) , 26 -30( ) , 31 – 40 ( ) 
3.What is your religion?
Christianity ( ) , Islam ( ) , Other ( )
4. What is your occupation?
Student ( ), Employed ( ) , Unemployed ( ) , Self employed ( ) 
5.What is your highest level of education?
O’level ( ), OND ( ) , HND ( ) , BSC ( ) 
SECTION B
6.Do you use any social media platforms?
Yes ( ),  No ( )
7.Which social media platforms do you use the most?
 Facebook ( ), WhatsApp ( ) , X (Twitter) ( ) , YouTube ( ) ,None ( )
8. How often did you use social media?
Very Often ( ), Rarely ( ) , Sometimes ( ) 
9. Did you receive any information on any social media platforms or social media group?
Yes ( ), No ( )
10.Do you think the school administration can use social media to create more awareness on drug abuse among student?
Yes ( ), No ( )
11. Do student use drugs for other than those required for medicals?
Yes ( ), No ( )
12. What types of drugs did you think student use or take?
Alcohol ( ), Cocaine ( ) , Codeine ( ) , Marijuana ( ) , Tramadol ( ) 
13. To what extent did you obey the instruction and warning om social media?
Some Extent ( ), Great Extent ( ) , Less Extent  , None Extent ( )
14.Did social media influence your decision in regards to seeking safe health?
Yes ( ), No ( ) 
15. To what extent did social media influence your decision in regards to seeking safe health?
Some Extent ( ), Great Extent ( ) , Less Extent ( ) , None Extent ( ) 
16. Did you comply to the messages and instructions on drug abuse awareness?
Yes ( ) , No ( )
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