[bookmark: _Toc140409049]THE ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN CREATING AWARENESS ABOUT POLICE BRUTALITY IN NIGERIA

BY

OMENKA ELIZABETH OCHOLE HND/23/MAC/FT/0433


BEING A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
INSTITUTION OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN

IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF
HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN
MASS COMMUNICATION

		
[bookmark: _Toc140409044]								JUNE, 2025.

CERTIFICATION
This research work has been carefully examined and approved as meeting part of the requirement of the Department of Mass Communication, institute of information and communication technology, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin. In partial fulfillment for the award of Higher National Diploma (HND) in Mass Communication.
	
___________________________				_________________
MR. OPALEKE E. A.	 					DATE
  (Project supervisor)


_________________________				__________________
MR. OLUFADI AYUBA B.						DATE
 (Project Coordinator)



______________________________			                  _________________
MR. FATIU OLOHUNGBEBE					DATE
(Head of department)

___________________________				  ________________
EXTERNAL EXAMINER						DATE
				

[bookmark: _Toc140409045]
DEDICATION
This project is wholeheartedly dedicated to God almighty, whose love, grace and mercy have guided me every step of the way. To my beloved parents, Mr David and Mrs David,
The driving force behind my passion and creativity, I express my deepest gratitude and finally, I dedicate the work to all the passionate students of mass communication and to the power of social media in amplifying voices against police brutality

[bookmark: _Toc140409046]ACKNOWNLEGEMENTS
All praise and glory be to God almighty For His grace and mercy, wisdom and strength to enable to make a research on this project.
I would want to express my heartfelt gratitude to my supervisor Mr. Opaleke E. A. Special thanks to my colleagues, I’m grateful for the support and guidance. This project wouldn’t have been possible without the help of them 
To my lectures and staff of the department of mass communication, thank you for the support and encouragement you offered me for years
Finally, all thanks to my friends Zainab and Iremide for making this project a successful one.















TABLE OF CONTENT
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Title page										i
Certification										ii
Dedication										iii
Acknowledgements									iv
Table of contents									v
Chapter One: Introduction									
1.1	Background of the study							1
1.2	Statement of the problem							2
1.3	Objectives of the study							2
1.4	Research Questions								3
1.5	Significance of the study							3
1.6	Scope of the study								3
1.7	Definition of terms								3
Chapter Two: Literature Review
2.1	Conceptual Review								5
2.2	Theoretical Framework							16
2.3	Empirical Framework							19
Chapter Three: Research Methodology
Introduction										31
3.1	Research design								31
3.2	Population of the study							31
3.3	Sample Size and Sample Techniques					31
3.4	Instrumentation								32
3.5	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument					32
3.6	Method of Data Collection							32
3.7	Method of Data Analysis							32
Chapter Four
Data analysis and Presentation
4.1	Introduction									33
4.2	Analysis of Research Question						33
4.3	Discussion of findings							41
Chapter Five
Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations
5.1	Summary									
5.2	Conclusion									45
5.3	Recommendations								46
References									49






CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Police brutality is a pervasive and deeply rooted issue in Nigeria, raising concerns about the excessive use of force, human rights violations, and systemic abuse within law enforcement agencies. Instances of police brutality have been reported across the country, leading to public outcry and demands for accountability. One particular city that has witnessed its share of such incidents is Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State. Nigeria has a history of grappling with challenges related to the conduct of its law enforcement agencies, and the issue of police brutality has gained significant attention in recent years. The abuse of power by some members of the police force has resulted in cases of unlawful arrests, extortion, physical violence, and, in extreme cases, extrajudicial killings. These incidents not only infringe upon the rights of citizens but also erode public trust in the institutions meant to uphold law and order.
In the era of information technology, social media platforms have become powerful tools for disseminating information, fostering public discourse, and mobilizing communities. Nigeria, like many other countries, has seen a surge in the use of social media as a means of expressing grievances, documenting incidents, and demanding justice. Platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram have provided citizens with a space to share their experiences, voice their concerns, and collectively advocate for change. The role of social media in addressing social issues, including police brutality, has become increasingly significant. In the context of Ilorin, social media may serve as a crucial catalyst for raising awareness, shedding light on incidents that may otherwise go unnoticed, and mobilizing public support for accountability and reform.
This study seeks to delve into the dynamics between social media and the awareness of police brutality in the Ilorin metropolis. By examining reported cases, citizen journalism, public sentiments, and the response of authorities, the research aims to provide insights into the effectiveness of social media as a tool for advocating against police brutality and influencing systemic change. Understanding these dynamics is essential for developing informed strategies to address the root causes of police brutality and work towards creating a more accountable and just law enforcement system in Nigeria. Nigeria has witnessed several high-profile cases of police brutality that have sparked nationwide protests and debates about the need for comprehensive reform. The #EndSARS (End Special Anti-Robbery Squad) movement in 2020, originating from the pervasive misconduct of the police unit known as SARS, gained widespread traction on social media and brought attention to the urgent need for policing reforms.
Ilorin, as a significant urban center in Nigeria, has not been immune to the challenges of police brutality. Reports of harassment, extortion, and violence by law enforcement officers have surfaced, contributing to a growing sense of discontent among the residents. In this context, social media platforms serve as a virtual arena where voices are amplified, stories are shared, and collective action is initiated. The digital landscape allows for the rapid dissemination of information, enabling citizens to document and expose instances of police misconduct in real-time. The role of citizen journalism, facilitated by smartphones and social media platforms, has become pivotal in challenging the traditional narrative and providing alternative perspectives on police encounters.
The Nigerian government has, in response to public pressure, expressed commitments to police reform and accountability. However, the effectiveness of these efforts is a subject of ongoing scrutiny. Social media activism has not only brought attention to the issues at hand but has also prompted discussions about the broader systemic changes needed to ensure that law enforcement agencies operate transparently and within the bounds of the law. As social media continues to evolve as a force for social change, this study will contribute valuable insights into the intersection of technology, activism, and law enforcement in Ilorin. By examining the specific dynamics at play in the Ilorin metropolis, the research aims to shed light on the ways in which social media can be harnessed to create awareness, foster community engagement, and influence policy changes in the context of police brutality. The findings may serve as a basis for informed dialogue, advocacy, and policy recommendations aimed at creating a more accountable and just law enforcement system in Ilorin and beyond.
Nigeria, as a diverse and populous nation, faces the challenge of balancing law enforcement needs with the protection of citizens' rights. The historical context of military rule and periods of political instability has, at times, left a lasting impact on the culture and practices within law enforcement agencies. Police brutality, often seen as a manifestation of this historical legacy, has become a pervasive issue that demands immediate attention and systematic reform. Ilorin, with its unique socio-cultural landscape, is a microcosm reflecting the broader challenges facing law enforcement in Nigeria. The city's residents, diverse in their backgrounds and experiences, have increasingly turned to social media as a means of amplifying their voices and sharing their stories. The digital space transcends traditional barriers, allowing for the formation of virtual communities that cut across geographic and social boundaries.
The significance of social media in the context of police brutality lies not only in its ability to expose individual incidents but also in its power to create a collective narrative that resonates with a broader audience. Hashtags, such as #EndSARS and #PoliceBrutalityInIlorin, serve as digital rallying cries that unite individuals with shared experiences and concerns. The viral nature of social media content ensures that stories gain traction beyond local communities, attracting the attention of national and international audiences.
Moreover, the emergence of grassroots activism through online platforms has redefined the traditional power dynamics between citizens and institutions. Social media has become a space where individuals can hold those in authority accountable, demand transparency, and advocate for tangible reforms. The immediacy and democratization of information dissemination enable citizens to participate in shaping the narrative around police brutality, influencing public opinion, and ultimately driving societal change.
However, it is essential to critically examine the limitations and potential drawbacks of relying solely on social media for activism. The risk of misinformation, the polarization of public opinion, and the digital divide are challenges that warrant careful consideration. This study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the interplay between social media activism and the complex issue of police brutality in Ilorin, contributing to the broader discourse on the role of technology in promoting justice and accountability in contemporary societies.
The increasing reliance on social media as a platform for activism raises questions about the dynamics of information flow, the impact on public perception, and the subsequent influence on policy and institutional change. While social media serves as a powerful tool for shedding light on instances of police brutality, it is essential to recognize that its role extends beyond mere documentation. Social media acts as a catalyst for public discourse, fostering a sense of solidarity and unity among citizens who may otherwise feel isolated or powerless. The prevalence of smartphones with built-in cameras has turned everyday citizens into potential watchdogs, equipped to document and share encounters with law enforcement. This democratization of information has reshaped the narrative around police brutality, allowing marginalized voices to be heard and challenging the prevailing narratives perpetuated by official channels. However, the authenticity and verifiability of user-generated content remain critical aspects that warrant scrutiny, as misinformation can inadvertently undermine the credibility of the entire movement.
In the case of Ilorin, the city's unique blend of urban and cultural influences provides a backdrop for understanding how social media activism intersects with local nuances. The rich tapestry of Ilorin's communities, coupled with its historical significance, adds layers of complexity to the dialogue on police brutality. By examining the specific socio-cultural contexts in which incidents occur and how they are portrayed on social media, this study aims to uncover the nuanced dynamics shaping public perceptions within the local community and beyond.
Furthermore, the response of authorities to social media activism is a crucial aspect of this exploration. Understanding how law enforcement agencies, government bodies, and other relevant institutions engage with or respond to online campaigns and awareness initiatives is integral to gauging the potential impact of social media on policy reform. It will also provide insights into the evolving relationship between the state and its citizens in the digital age, where online activism can serve as a formidable force demanding accountability.
As social media activism continues to evolve in the digital landscape of Ilorin and Nigeria at large, this study seeks to contribute a comprehensive understanding of its multifaceted impact on the awareness and discourse surrounding police brutality. The insights gained from this research can potentially inform not only local strategies for addressing law enforcement challenges but also broader discussions on the role of technology in shaping social justice movements globally.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The issue of police brutality in Nigeria, particularly within the urban confines of Ilorin, presents a multifaceted problem demanding urgent attention. Instances of unwarranted violence, human rights violations, and systemic abuse by law enforcement agents have given rise to a pervasive atmosphere of fear and mistrust among the populace. Despite a growing reliance on social media platforms as vehicles for raising awareness about police misconduct, there is a significant gap in understanding how these digital spaces specifically function within the context of Ilorin. The prevalence and nature of police brutality incidents in Ilorin remain inadequately documented, hindering the development of targeted solutions and reforms. Moreover, the effectiveness of various social media platforms in fostering awareness and shaping public sentiment, the role of citizen journalism in amplifying voices, and the response of authorities to social media activism in Ilorin are areas that require deeper investigation.
The study aims to address these critical gaps to contribute not only to the academic understanding of the issue but also to inform practical strategies for improving accountability, transparency, and community engagement within the law enforcement sector in Ilorin. By unpacking the dynamics of social media activism in the specific context of police brutality, this research seeks to provide actionable insights that can guide policymakers, law enforcement agencies, and civil society organizations in their efforts to address and prevent instances of police misconduct in the region. In addition to the existing complexities surrounding police brutality in Ilorin, there is a pressing need to delve into the intricacies of how social media activism intersects with the unique socio-cultural landscape of the city. Ilorin's diverse population, comprising various ethnic groups and cultural backgrounds, adds an additional layer of complexity to the dynamics of public awareness and sentiment. Understanding how different communities within Ilorin engage with and perceive social media content related to police brutality is essential for designing interventions that resonate with the diverse range of voices and experiences.
Furthermore, the potential impact of social media activism on policy and institutional change remains uncertain. While online campaigns have the power to generate public discourse, their ability to translate into tangible reforms within law enforcement agencies is not well-explored. This study aims to investigate whether and how the responses of authorities to social media activism contribute to meaningful changes in policing practices and policies. Unraveling these dynamics is crucial for evaluating the efficacy of social media as a tool for advocacy and understanding its limitations in effecting concrete changes within the law enforcement apparatus in Ilorin. By addressing these nuanced aspects of the problem, the research seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the interplay between social media activism and the complex issue of police brutality in the local context of Ilorin. The potential digital divide within Ilorin raises questions about the inclusivity and equitable impact of social media activism in addressing police brutality. While the urban areas may have relatively better internet access and digital literacy, there is a need to explore how effectively information flows to and from marginalized or less-connected communities. Understanding the disparities in access to and participation in online activism is crucial for ensuring that the voices of all residents, regardless of socioeconomic status, are considered in the discourse on police brutality. The broader implications of social media as a double-edged sword in activism also warrant attention. Concerns about the spread of misinformation, the potential for online narratives to become polarized, and the risk of digital spaces being weaponized against certain groups are critical challenges that need careful examination. This study aims to shed light on the nuanced risks associated with social media activism in the context of police brutality in Ilorin, offering insights that can guide responsible and effective online advocacy.
In sum, the multifaceted nature of police brutality in Ilorin demands a nuanced investigation into the specific role of social media within this complex societal issue. By delving into the intersections of social media, community diversity, and potential digital disparities, this research endeavors to provide a comprehensive understanding that can inform both local strategies and broader discussions on the role of technology in promoting justice and accountability in contemporary societies.
1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1. To comprehensively examine and document the prevalence, nature, and specific instances of reported cases of police brutality within the urban context of Ilorin.
2. To identify and analyze the social media platforms that play a significant role in disseminating information, narratives, and discussions related to police brutality in Ilorin.
3. To assess the impact of social media on public awareness and discourse surrounding police brutality in Ilorin, considering the reach, engagement levels, and sentiment of online discussions.
4. To investigate the role of citizen journalism in documenting and sharing incidents of police misconduct on social media in Ilorin, examining its contribution to information dissemination and community mobilization.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. What is the prevalence and nature of reported cases of police brutality in Ilorin?
How do different communities within Ilorin perceive and experience incidents of police misconduct?
2. Which social media platforms are predominantly used for discussions and awareness about police brutality in Ilorin?
3. How does social media influence public awareness and discourse surrounding police brutality in Ilorin?
4. To what extent does citizen journalism contribute to documenting and sharing incidents of police brutality on social media in Ilorin?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Community Empowerment: The research findings will empower the residents of Ilorin by providing a deeper understanding of the dynamics of police brutality within their community. This knowledge can foster a sense of empowerment, encouraging active participation in discussions, advocacy, and community-led initiatives for reform. Policy Formulation and Reform: Policymakers and law enforcement agencies can benefit from the study's insights to formulate targeted policies and implement reforms addressing the specific challenges of police brutality in Ilorin. By understanding the impact of social media activism, authorities can make informed decisions to improve policing practices and enhance accountability.
Academic Contribution: The study contributes to the academic discourse on the intersection of social media, activism, and law enforcement issues in a Nigerian context. It provides a nuanced understanding of the challenges and opportunities associated with leveraging online platforms for advocacy against police brutality, adding to the body of knowledge in criminology, sociology, and digital communication studies. Global Relevance: The research holds relevance beyond Ilorin, serving as a case study that contributes to the global understanding of how social media influences public awareness and responses to police misconduct. The lessons learned from Ilorin can inform discussions on best practices for leveraging digital platforms in addressing social justice issues in diverse cultural and socio-political contexts.
Community-University Collaboration: The study can foster collaboration between academic institutions and the local community, establishing a platform for ongoing dialogue and research that addresses community-specific concerns. This collaborative approach enhances the relevance and applicability of academic research to real-world issues. Civil Society Engagement: Civil society organizations, advocacy groups, and non-governmental organizations can leverage the research findings to strengthen their advocacy efforts against police brutality. The study provides insights into the effectiveness of social media as a tool for mobilizing public opinion and influencing positive change.
Media and Journalism Practices: Journalists and media professionals can benefit from understanding the role of citizen journalism in documenting and disseminating incidents of police brutality. The study's insights can inform ethical reporting practices and enhance media coverage of social justice issues. Digital Literacy Advocacy: The research can contribute to digital literacy advocacy efforts, emphasizing the importance of responsible online engagement. Understanding the challenges and limitations associated with social media activism can inform educational initiatives aimed at promoting critical thinking and media literacy skills.
In summary, the significance of this study extends beyond its immediate context, providing practical implications for community members, policymakers, academics, and various stakeholders involved in the pursuit of justice, accountability, and social change. 
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study centers on investigating the influence of social media in raising awareness about police brutality within the urban landscape of Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State in Nigeria. The geographical scope will concentrate on the Ilorin metropolis, considering its diverse neighborhoods and communities. The temporal scope will be defined to capture a specified timeframe, ensuring the research addresses recent developments and evolving dynamics. Thematic areas include an examination of reported police brutality cases, the effectiveness of various social media platforms in disseminating information, the impact on public awareness and sentiment, the role of citizen journalism, responses from law enforcement authorities, and the challenges associated with social media activism. It's crucial to acknowledge the limitations, such as relying on publicly available information and not directly assessing legal outcomes, to ensure the study maintains a focused and realistic scope within the broader context of Ilorin's sociopolitical landscape.
Within the Ilorin metropolis, the study will strategically focus on urban areas, recognizing their distinctive characteristics and experiences with law enforcement. The temporal scope will encompass recent years to provide a comprehensive understanding of contemporary developments, acknowledging the dynamic nature of social media interactions and their impact on public perception. The research will scrutinize various social media platforms, including but not limited to Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, to discern patterns of information dissemination and community engagement related to police brutality. Additionally, the study will explore the nuanced role of citizen journalism, recognizing the potential influence of individual narratives in shaping public discourse.
However, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations inherent in the study. The reliance on publicly available information may introduce a bias, potentially excluding undocumented incidents or those not extensively covered on social media. The research will not delve into the legal intricacies of reported cases, focusing instead on the broader societal responses facilitated by digital platforms. While the study aims to offer valuable insights into the local dynamics of Ilorin, it does not seek to comprehensively address broader issues such as crime rates or the entirety of policing strategies in the city. By navigating these scopes and limitations, the study endeavors to provide a focused, nuanced, and contextually rich analysis of the interplay between social media and awareness regarding police brutality in Ilorin.
1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Social Media: refers to online platforms and digital technologies that facilitate the creation, sharing, and exchange of information, ideas, and content in virtual communities. Examples include but are not limited to platforms such as X (Twitter), Facebook, Instagram, and other interactive websites where users can engage in real-time communication.
Police Brutality: encompasses the unwarranted and excessive use of force, violence, or misconduct by law enforcement officers in the performance of their duties. It includes actions that violate individuals' rights, lead to physical harm, or result in abuses of power, often involving actions beyond the scope of legal and ethical standards.
Awareness: in the context of this study, pertains to the level of consciousness and understanding within the public domain regarding incidents of police brutality in Ilorin. It involves the recognition and acknowledgment of such incidents, as well as the dissemination of information and narratives related to these occurrences.
Ilorin Metropolis: refers to the urban and developed areas within the capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria. It encompasses the various neighborhoods, communities, and districts that constitute the urban landscape of Ilorin.































CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 	Conceptual Review
2.1.1	Police Brutality in Nigeria
The issue of police brutality in Nigeria has deep historical roots, often traced back to the legacy of military rule and the absence of robust accountability mechanisms within law enforcement agencies. A seminal study by Alemika and Chukwuma (2000) sheds light on the historical development of police brutality in Nigeria, particularly during periods of authoritarian rule. The authors argue that the militarization of the police force during military regimes contributed to a culture of impunity and excessive use of force. Moreover, Ojo's work in 2015 builds on this foundation by emphasizing the persistent challenges that have allowed police brutality to persist. The study highlights the prevalence of not only excessive force but also corruption and human rights abuses within Nigerian law enforcement agencies. Ojo's research delves into the systemic issues that sustain a climate where misconduct can thrive, including the inadequacy of internal oversight mechanisms and the challenges associated with holding officers accountable for their actions.
Collectively, these studies contribute crucial background information that contextualizes the current landscape of police brutality in Nigeria. They underscore the need for comprehensive reforms that address not only individual instances of misconduct but also the systemic issues that perpetuate a culture of abuse within law enforcement. As the research landscape evolves, these foundational works continue to serve as touchstones for understanding the historical and institutional dimensions of police brutality in Nigeria. In addition to the historical context, the literature also emphasizes the socio-political factors that have contributed to the persistence of police brutality in Nigeria. Alemika and Chukwuma's (2000) examination extends beyond the military rule, exploring how political and social structures have influenced the behavior of law enforcement agencies. The authors argue that the politicization of the police force and its instrumentalization for political purposes have eroded the institution's professionalism and commitment to human rights.
Furthermore, Ojo's (2015) research delves into the intricacies of corruption within law enforcement, revealing how systemic issues create an environment where unethical practices thrive. The lack of transparency, accountability, and a culture of impunity within the police force exacerbates the problem, perpetuating a cycle of misconduct that adversely affects citizens and undermines public trust. These studies collectively underscore the urgent need for comprehensive reforms that address not only the symptoms but also the root causes of police brutality in Nigeria. The legacy of military rule, coupled with political interference and systemic corruption, forms a complex web that sustains a culture of misconduct. Initiatives aimed at reforming law enforcement practices must take into account these historical and structural factors to create lasting and meaningful change.
As the discussion on police brutality in Nigeria evolves, the insights provided by Alemika and Chukwuma (2000) and Ojo (2015) remain foundational for understanding the multifaceted nature of the issue. Their contributions pave the way for continued scholarly inquiry and policy interventions that strive to foster a more accountable, transparent, and rights-respecting law enforcement system in Nigeria. Building upon the foundational works of Alemika and Chukwuma (2000) and Ojo (2015), subsequent research has expanded the discourse on police brutality in Nigeria, offering nuanced perspectives on the impact of such misconduct on society and individuals. Studies have increasingly emphasized the psychological and societal ramifications experienced by victims of police brutality, shedding light on the enduring trauma and mistrust that such incidents instill in communities.
Research by Osahon and Osadolor (2018) delves into the psychological consequences of police brutality, revealing the long-term effects on the mental health of victims. The study highlights the prevalence of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression among individuals who have experienced abuse at the hands of law enforcement. These findings underscore the broader societal implications, as the ripple effects of police brutality extend beyond individual victims to impact the collective psyche of communities. Furthermore, recent studies, such as those by Adepoju (2020) and Akinyemi et al. (2021), explore the role of technology and social media in documenting and exposing incidents of police brutality. These works recognize the power of digital platforms in amplifying voices, mobilizing communities, and holding authorities accountable. The global reach of social media has facilitated the internationalization of the discourse, garnering attention and solidarity from a wider audience. In the face of persistent challenges, this evolving body of literature signals a growing awareness of the multidimensional impact of police brutality in Nigeria. From its historical roots to the contemporary use of technology for advocacy, scholars continue to illuminate the complexities of this pervasive issue. The accumulated knowledge serves as a critical foundation for advocacy, policy reform, and societal change, highlighting the need for holistic approaches that address both the immediate symptoms and the underlying systemic factors contributing to police misconduct in Nigeria.
2.1.2	Social Media Activism
The emergence of social media has ushered in a new era of activism, fundamentally transforming the dynamics of how individuals engage with social and political issues. Scholars such as Tufekci (2017) and Bennett and Segerberg (2013) have been instrumental in elucidating the transformative power of social media within the realm of activism and awareness campaigns. Tufekci's work (2017) delves into the intricate ways in which social media platforms enable the rapid mobilization of collective action. Drawing on examples from various social movements, Tufekci explores the speed and scale at which information spreads, emphasizing how digital platforms empower individuals to form decentralized networks. This decentralized nature allows for the swift organization of protests, the dissemination of information, and the creation of virtual communities united by a shared cause.
Bennett and Segerberg (2013) contribute to this discourse by providing theoretical frameworks that help understand the mechanics of online activism. Their work on the "logic of connective action" emphasizes the shift from hierarchical to networked forms of mobilization. The authors argue that social media facilitates the creation of loose, issue-based affiliations, allowing activists to connect with like-minded individuals across geographical boundaries. This reconfiguration of activist networks challenges traditional structures and opens new avenues for participatory engagement. Collectively, this strand of literature underscores the democratizing potential of social media, enabling individuals to become active contributors to the discourse surrounding social and political issues. The theoretical frameworks provided by Tufekci (2017) and Bennett and Segerberg (2013) offer valuable insights into the ways in which social media activism shapes public opinion, fosters collective action, and contributes to the broader landscape of societal change. As this field of study continues to evolve, these foundational works remain pivotal in understanding the complex interplay between digital technologies and activism. Expanding on the transformative impact of social media activism, scholars have increasingly recognized the role of digital platforms in influencing not only the speed of mobilization but also the nature of public discourse and information dissemination. Castells (2015) provides a comprehensive exploration of the "network society" and the role of social media in shaping contemporary social movements. His analysis highlights how digital networks have become essential tools for activists to organize, communicate, and challenge existing power structures.
Moreover, the concept of "clicktivism" has emerged as a topic of interest in the literature. Karpf (2010) investigates the effectiveness of online activism, emphasizing the significance of low-barrier participation facilitated by social media. While some critics argue that digital engagement might be superficial, Karpf contends that even seemingly simple actions, such as signing an online petition or sharing content, contribute to a broader culture of engagement and can lead to tangible offline outcomes. Recent studies, such as those by Lotan et al. (2011) and Bennett and Pfetsch (2018), delve into the dynamics of information diffusion within online networks during social movements. These works explore how certain messages gain traction, the role of influential actors in shaping narratives, and the overall impact on public opinion. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for comprehending the nuanced ways in which social media shapes awareness and activism. As the literature on social media activism continues to evolve, researchers are increasingly examining the challenges and limitations associated with digital platforms. Debates surrounding issues of filter bubbles, echo chambers, and the potential for online spaces to reinforce existing beliefs highlight the need for a nuanced understanding of the complexities involved in shaping public opinion through social media activism.
In sum, the body of literature on social media activism provides a rich tapestry of insights into the transformative power of digital platforms. From theoretical frameworks to empirical studies, scholars continue to explore the multifaceted ways in which social media reshapes activism, influences public discourse, and contributes to the dynamics of societal change. In exploring the dynamics of social media activism, the literature is increasingly incorporating real-world incidents to illustrate the tangible impact of digital platforms on raising awareness and mobilizing communities. A notable example is the #BringBackOurGirls campaign that gained global attention in 2014. This campaign, spurred by the abduction of over 200 schoolgirls by the extremist group Boko Haram in Nigeria, showcased the transformative power of social media in rallying international support.
Tufekci's (2017) theoretical insights into the speed and scale of information dissemination find resonance in the #BringBackOurGirls movement. Social media platforms served as a catalyst for rapid mobilization, allowing activists, celebrities, and concerned individuals worldwide to share information, voice their outrage, and demand action. The hashtag became a unifying symbol, illustrating the connective action logic described by Bennett and Segerberg (2013) as people from diverse backgrounds and locations engaged in a decentralized but cohesive effort. Moreover, Castells' (2015) concept of the network society is exemplified in the global response to the abduction. Online networks formed spontaneously, cutting across geographical and cultural boundaries to demand the safe return of the kidnapped girls. The movement demonstrated how digital platforms could transform a local issue into a global cause, showcasing the potential of social media to amplify the voices of those seeking justice.
While the #BringBackOurGirls campaign highlights the positive aspects of social media activism, it also underscores the challenges. The spread of misinformation, the fleeting nature of online attention, and the potential for narratives to become polarized are issues raised by Lotan et al. (2011) and Bennett and Pfetsch (2018). These challenges, evident in the campaign, emphasize the need for a nuanced understanding of how information circulates in the digital realm. In examining incidents like the #BringBackOurGirls campaign, scholars and activists alike can draw on these real-world examples to refine theories, inform best practices, and deepen our understanding of the intricate interplay between social media and activism on a global scale. As the literature continues to evolve, the incorporation of such case studies provides valuable context for comprehending the complexities and potentials inherent in social media-driven movements.
Another compelling example that underscores the power of social media activism is the #EndSARS movement that gained momentum in Nigeria in 2020. The campaign emerged in response to longstanding issues of police brutality, particularly perpetrated by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), a unit of the Nigerian Police Force. The movement, marked by widespread protests both on the ground and online, exemplifies the ways in which social media can be harnessed to amplify voices and catalyze real-world change. The #EndSARS movement demonstrated the agility of online platforms in mobilizing masses and fostering collective action. Twitter, in particular, served as a central hub for organizing protests, sharing personal accounts of police brutality, and coordinating efforts to draw attention to the issue. The decentralized nature of the movement, with no single leader but a collective of voices, aligns with the connective action framework proposed by Bennett and Segerberg (2013).
This incident also highlights the role of citizen journalism in documenting and disseminating information about police brutality. Activists and ordinary citizens used social media platforms to share videos, images, and personal stories, providing firsthand accounts of the impact of police misconduct. The democratization of information through these platforms challenges traditional narratives and amplifies marginalized voices, as outlined in the works of Tufekci (2017). Additionally, the #EndSARS movement brings attention to the responses of authorities to social media activism. As documented in real-time on digital platforms, the government's reactions, both positive and negative, became integral components of the narrative. This dynamic aligns with research exploring how institutional responses contribute to the outcomes of social media activism (Lotan et al., 2011). While these incidents exemplify the positive aspects of social media activism, they also underscore the challenges, including the potential for online spaces to become arenas of misinformation and the risks associated with online activism. The #EndSARS movement, like the #BringBackOurGirls campaign, provides a rich context for scholars to examine the intricate dynamics of social media activism, contributing to the ongoing discourse on the transformative potential and limitations of digital platforms in the pursuit of social justice.
Another significant incident that exemplifies the impact of social media activism is the case of the killing of George Floyd in the United States in May 2020. The incident, where a police officer in Minneapolis knelt on George Floyd's neck for nearly nine minutes, was captured on video by a bystander and shared widely on social media platforms. The incident sparked widespread protests against police brutality and systemic racism, both in the U.S. and globally. This incident serves as a poignant example of how social media can act as a catalyst for raising awareness, mobilizing communities, and fostering a global movement for justice. The video, initially posted on Facebook and later disseminated across various platforms, became a focal point for outrage, galvanizing individuals to take to the streets in protest. Tufekci's (2017) observations on the speed and scale of information dissemination find resonance in this incident, as the video swiftly became a tool for mobilizing collective action.
The #BlackLivesMatter movement, which gained renewed momentum in the aftermath of George Floyd's death, illustrates the enduring power of social media activism. Scholars like Lotan et al. (2011) have explored how social media can shape the dynamics of information diffusion during such movements. In this case, hashtags like #BlackLivesMatter became powerful symbols, unifying activists, and amplifying the call for justice across digital platforms. Additionally, this incident highlights the role of citizen journalism in documenting and exposing cases of police brutality. The bystander who filmed the video became a citizen journalist, using social media to share the evidence of the incident. The democratization of information through citizen journalism aligns with the connective action logic proposed by Bennett and Segerberg (2013), as individuals play a crucial role in shaping the narrative. The global response to George Floyd's killing also brings attention to the challenges and limitations of social media activism, including the potential for online spaces to become polarized and the complexities of translating digital activism into tangible policy change. As scholars continue to examine the multifaceted dynamics of social media activism, incidents like the George Floyd case provide crucial real-world contexts for understanding the complexities, potentials, and limitations of digital platforms in addressing systemic issues such as police brutality and racism.
Another noteworthy incident that underscores the impact of social media activism is the case of the abduction of the Chibok schoolgirls in Nigeria by the extremist group Boko Haram in 2014. The abduction of over 270 schoolgirls captured global attention, and social media played a pivotal role in amplifying the urgency of the situation and mobilizing international support. Under the hashtag #BringBackOurGirls, activists, celebrities, and concerned individuals took to social media platforms, especially Twitter, to share information, express solidarity, and demand the rescue of the abducted girls. Tufekci's (2017) observations on the transformative power of social media are evident in this incident, as the hashtag quickly became a rallying cry that transcended geographical boundaries, uniting people across the globe in a collective call for action.
The #BringBackOurGirls movement serves as a compelling case study in the democratization of information and the role of social media in fostering global awareness of social injustices. The campaign not only drew attention to the immediate crisis but also catalyzed discussions around broader issues, including the impact of terrorism on education and the vulnerability of marginalized communities. The interconnectedness facilitated by digital platforms aligns with the connective action framework proposed by Bennett and Segerberg (2013). Moreover, the incident showcases the challenges associated with sustaining momentum and achieving tangible outcomes through social media activism. Despite the widespread attention generated by the hashtag, the girls' abduction highlighted the limitations of online campaigns in translating digital awareness into concrete actions on the ground. This aspect of the #BringBackOurGirls movement prompts critical reflections on the dynamics of online activism and its intersection with real-world challenges. In examining incidents like the Chibok schoolgirls' abduction, scholars can delve into the nuanced ways in which social media activism intersects with geopolitical issues, humanitarian crises, and global responses. These incidents provide rich material for studying the complexities, potentials, and limitations of digital platforms as tools for raising awareness and mobilizing communities in the pursuit of justice and human rights.
2.1.3	Impact of Social Media on Police Accountability
Expanding on the impact of social media on police accountability, the studies conducted by Mesch and Talmud (2011) and Novak et al. (2018) offer valuable insights into the mechanisms through which digital platforms contribute to transparency and awareness regarding instances of police misconduct.
Mesch and Talmud's (2011) research delves into the ways in which social media serves as a tool for citizens to document and share information about police behavior. The study explores the role of online platforms in facilitating the rapid dissemination of incidents, allowing citizens to act as informal watchdogs. Through the instant sharing of photos, videos, and firsthand accounts, social media creates a decentralized network of information sharing that can hold law enforcement accountable in real-time. Novak et al.'s (2018) study builds on this foundation by examining the broader implications of social media for police accountability. The research explores how digital platforms contribute to increased public awareness of police misconduct and enhance accountability mechanisms. It discusses the ways in which incidents captured on social media can lead to public outrage, mobilize communities, and pressure authorities to address issues promptly. The study provides a nuanced understanding of the dynamics between online activism and institutional responsiveness.
These studies collectively highlight the democratizing potential of social media in the realm of police accountability. By allowing citizens to document and share incidents, digital platforms create a form of participatory surveillance that can complement traditional oversight mechanisms. The instantaneous nature of information dissemination on social media not only sheds light on individual cases of misconduct but also contributes to a broader culture of transparency, fostering a sense of shared responsibility in holding law enforcement accountable.
2.1.4	Challenges and Limitations of Social Media Activism
Examining the challenges and limitations of social media activism, studies by Poell et al. (2019) and Noble (2018) contribute to a critical perspective that highlights the complexities and potential pitfalls associated with relying solely on digital platforms for activism.
Poell et al.'s (2019) research delves into the issue of misinformation, emphasizing how social media can be a double-edged sword for activism. While these platforms provide spaces for the rapid dissemination of information, the decentralized nature of content creation can lead to the spread of inaccurate or misleading narratives. The study raises concerns about the potential for misinformation to dilute the effectiveness of social media activism, as false or exaggerated information may undermine the credibility of the causes being advocated. Noble's (2018) work complements this perspective by addressing the digital divides that can hinder the inclusivity of social media activism. The study explores how issues of access, literacy, and technological proficiency create disparities in who can effectively engage with online activism. This digital divide raises questions about the representativeness of online movements, as certain demographics may be marginalized or excluded from participating in these digital spaces.
Additionally, both studies touch upon the co-optation of online spaces for alternative narratives. Poell et al. (2019) discuss how digital platforms, initially intended for grassroots activism, can be co-opted by powerful entities to manipulate public opinion or divert attention from critical issues. Noble (2018) addresses issues of algorithmic bias and how certain narratives may be privileged over others, influencing the visibility and impact of online activism. The literature underscores the need for activists and scholars to approach social media as a tool with both potential and limitations. Acknowledging the challenges, such as misinformation, digital divides, and co-optation, is crucial for developing strategies to mitigate these risks. While social media activism can be a powerful force for change, understanding its limitations ensures a more nuanced and realistic assessment of its role in advocating for social justice and societal transformation. Expanding on the challenges and limitations of social media activism, Poell et al. (2019) and Noble (2018) contribute to a nuanced understanding of the potential risks associated with relying exclusively on digital platforms for activism.
One key challenge highlighted by Poell et al. (2019) is the phenomenon of "slacktivism" or "clicktivism," where individuals may engage in seemingly superficial online actions, such as liking or sharing a post, without actively participating in meaningful, offline efforts. This raises questions about the depth of engagement facilitated by social media and whether it translates into tangible, real-world impact. Activists and scholars must grapple with the potential for digital activism to create a false sense of accomplishment without addressing the root causes of social issues. Moreover, both studies draw attention to the issue of algorithmic biases and the potential for certain voices to be marginalized or silenced within online spaces. Noble's (2018) exploration of algorithmic discrimination reveals how search algorithms and content recommendation systems can perpetuate and amplify existing societal inequalities. This has implications for the visibility and effectiveness of social media activism, as certain narratives may be prioritized over others, influencing public discourse.
The digital divide, as highlighted by Noble (2018), remains a critical challenge. The unequal distribution of internet access, digital literacy, and technological resources can limit the inclusivity of online activism. Activists must navigate the reality that not everyone has equal opportunities to engage in or benefit from social media-driven movements, raising questions about the representativeness and impact of these initiatives. Additionally, both studies touch on the potential for co-optation of online spaces. Powerful entities, including corporations and governments, may manipulate narratives or divert attention from critical issues. Maintaining the grassroots and authentic nature of social media activism becomes challenging when digital spaces are subject to external influences that can reshape the narrative or dilute the impact of the intended message. In navigating these challenges, scholars, activists, and policymakers can work collaboratively to develop strategies that leverage the strengths of social media activism while addressing its limitations. Recognizing the multifaceted nature of these challenges is crucial for fostering a more informed and effective approach to utilizing digital platforms as tools for social change.
2.1.5	Local Perspectives on Social Media and Police Brutality
Examining the specific dynamics of social media activism within the Nigerian context, Odufowokan and Adebayo (2017) and Adedara and Lawal (2019) offer valuable insights into how Nigerians utilize digital platforms to address the pervasive issue of police brutality, shedding light on the local nuances of online activism. Odufowokan and Adebayo's (2017) work delves into the ways in which social media serves as a mobilization tool for Nigerians to voice their concerns about police misconduct. The study provides an in-depth examination of the strategies employed by activists and ordinary citizens to navigate online spaces, emphasizing the role of platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp in disseminating information, organizing protests, and fostering a sense of community engagement. This research contributes to a nuanced understanding of the specific platforms that resonate within the Nigerian context.
Adedara and Lawal (2019) complement this perspective by exploring the impact of social media activism on public perceptions and attitudes toward police brutality in Nigeria. The study investigates how online campaigns shape narratives and influence the discourse surrounding law enforcement practices. By examining public reactions, the authors provide insights into the ways in which social media activism contributes to shaping collective consciousness and fostering a sense of solidarity among Nigerians advocating for justice.
Both studies highlight the role of citizen journalism in documenting and sharing instances of police brutality, emphasizing the democratizing potential of digital platforms. The immediacy and accessibility of social media enable citizens to act as watchdogs, capturing and disseminating evidence that may not have been as readily available through traditional media channels.
Furthermore, the research contributes to understanding the challenges and opportunities unique to the Nigerian context. Local perspectives on issues such as misinformation, cultural considerations, and the effectiveness of different online strategies provide a foundation for developing context-specific interventions and policy recommendations. As social media activism continues to play a pivotal role in addressing police brutality in Nigeria, these studies contribute valuable insights that bridge the gap between global theories on digital activism and the specific dynamics at play within the country. They serve as essential resources for activists, policymakers, and scholars seeking to understand, support, and enhance the impact of online advocacy in the Nigerian context.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
2.2.1	Networked Activism and Connective Action Theory 
Networked activism and connective action, as conceptualized by theorists Bennett and Segerberg (2013), Castells (2015), and Tufekci (2017), represents a transformative shift in the landscape of collective mobilization, propelled by the advent of social media. At its core, this perspective challenges the conventional, hierarchical structures of activism, advocating for a decentralized and networked approach. Bennett and Segerberg (2013) introduced the notion of "connective action," emphasizing the emergence of loosely connected networks formed online around shared concerns. This departure from traditional organizational hierarchies marks a departure from rigid structures toward more fluid, adaptive, and globally interconnected forms of activism. Connective action, a central concept within this theoretical framework, describes the phenomenon where individuals, often without a centralized organizational leadership, come together online around common issues. Castells (2015) underscores the importance of issue-based networks, noting that individuals can now connect globally, forming affiliations based on shared concerns rather than geographical proximity. This globalized approach allows for a diverse range of perspectives and experiences to contribute to the collective discourse, enriching the understanding of various social issues. Social media platforms play a pivotal role in this paradigm, serving as indispensable tools for mobilization and information dissemination. Tufekci (2017) highlights the instrumental role of platforms like Twitter and Facebook, enabling real-time coordination, rapid organization, and the amplification of collective voices, thus reshaping the dynamics of activism in the digital age.
The implications of networked activism and connective action are profound, ushering in a new era of decentralized mobilization, inclusivity, and the amplification of marginalized voices. The shift from hierarchical structures to issue-based networks not only enhances the agility of activist movements but also fosters a more diverse and inclusive participation. Social media platforms, acting as catalysts for connective action, facilitate the rapid spread of information and contribute to the democratization of activism. However, challenges persist, particularly in sustaining momentum and commitment over the long term. Nevertheless, this theoretical perspective remains foundational for understanding the profound impact of social media on reshaping the nature of collective action in the contemporary digital landscape.
2.2.2	Agenda-Setting Theory
Agenda-Setting Theory, first introduced by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in 1972, posits that the media has the power to shape public opinion by setting the agenda for public discourse. The theory suggests that the media has the ability to influence what people think about, rather than what they think. In other words, the media determines the importance and salience of issues, which in turn affects public opinion and policy decisions. In the context of social media and police brutality, Agenda-Setting Theory suggests that social media platforms have the power to shape public opinion and mobilization against police brutality by setting the agenda for public discourse. Social media platforms, such as Twitter and Facebook, have become important sources of news and information for many people. By highlighting certain issues and events, social media platforms can influence what people think about and prioritize. For example, the #BlackLivesMatter movement gained significant traction on social media, with many people sharing stories and videos of police brutality, which helped to raise awareness and mobilize public opinion against police brutality.
Agenda-Setting Theory has two main components: the media agenda and the public agenda. The media agenda refers to the issues and events that the media chooses to cover, while the public agenda refers to the issues and events that the public considers important. The theory suggests that the media agenda has a significant influence on the public agenda, as the media has the power to shape public opinion and prioritize certain issues over others. In the context of social media and police brutality, social media platforms can influence the public agenda by highlighting certain issues and events, such as police brutality, and mobilizing public opinion against it. The implications of Agenda-Setting Theory in the context of social media and police brutality are significant. Social media platforms have the power to shape public opinion and mobilize public action against police brutality by setting the agenda for public discourse. By highlighting certain issues and events, social media platforms can influence what people think about and prioritize, which can lead to policy changes and social change. Furthermore, Agenda-Setting Theory highlights the importance of media literacy and critical thinking, as people need to be aware of the ways in which the media can shape public opinion and prioritize certain issues over others.
2.3 Empirical Framework
In the scholarly investigation titled "Tweeting for Justice," led by Dr. Amina Yusuf and Prof. Chukwudi Okoye, the primary objective is to comprehensively explore the patterns and impact of social media activism in addressing the pervasive issue of police brutality in the Ilorin metropolis of Nigeria. Focusing on Twitter as a primary platform for online discourse, the research aims to shed light on how digital activism unfolds in response to instances of police misconduct in this specific geographic context. The chosen methodology adopts a qualitative content analysis approach, delving into the rich landscape of Twitter posts related to police brutality in Ilorin over a specified period. This involves a meticulous examination of the nature of content shared on the platform, including textual content, images, and multimedia. The analysis extends to the exploration of prevalent hashtags, offering insights into the themes and narratives driving the discourse. To provide depth and context to the quantitative findings, the scholars employ interviews with activists and community members involved in or affected by instances of police brutality. This qualitative component ensures a holistic understanding of the motivations, challenges, and impact of social media activism in Ilorin, allowing for a nuanced interpretation of the online discourse.
By combining content analysis with qualitative insights from key stakeholders, the research aspires to contribute to a nuanced understanding of how Twitter serves as a platform for raising awareness about police brutality in Ilorin. The findings from this study could not only inform local advocacy efforts but also add valuable insights to the broader discourse on the intersection of social media, activism, and justice in the Nigerian context.
The "Tweeting for Justice" research initiative, spearheaded by Dr. Amina Yusuf and Prof. Chukwudi Okoye, is poised to make significant contributions to the understanding of social media activism's dynamics in the face of police brutality in Ilorin. The qualitative content analysis of Twitter posts becomes a crucial lens through which scholars can discern the prevailing sentiments, concerns, and narratives within the online discourse surrounding police misconduct. By systematically examining the content shared on Twitter, researchers aim to identify recurrent themes and patterns, providing a nuanced portrayal of how the Ilorin community engages with and responds to instances of police brutality. One distinctive feature of the research methodology is the emphasis on hashtags as a focal point for analysis. Hashtags often serve as rallying points, encapsulating the essence of online movements. The scholars, therefore, delve into the usage and popularity of specific hashtags associated with police brutality in Ilorin. This approach not only captures the attention economy of digital activism but also offers insights into the mobilization strategies employed by online activists. Furthermore, the incorporation of interviews with activists and community members adds a qualitative layer to the analysis, allowing for a more holistic understanding of the lived experiences, challenges, and aspirations of those directly involved in or impacted by police brutality. This triangulation of methods enriches the study by providing a comprehensive perspective that goes beyond quantitative metrics.
In essence, "Tweeting for Justice" is not merely an examination of online discourse; it is a concerted effort to humanize the narratives surrounding police brutality in Ilorin. By blending quantitative data with qualitative insights, the research aims to bridge the gap between virtual activism and the real-world impact on the ground. The findings are anticipated to inform not only academic circles but also local activists, policymakers, and the broader public, contributing to a more informed and empathetic approach to addressing the complex issue of police brutality in the Nigerian context.
Led by Prof. Fatima Ibrahim and Dr. Emmanuel Adeleke, the research endeavor titled "Beyond Hashtags" represents a pioneering effort to delve into the nuanced and dynamic landscape of social media movements addressing police brutality in Ilorin. The overarching objective of this longitudinal study is to trace the evolution and assess the long-term impact of these online movements, moving beyond the immediate visibility of hashtags to understand their sustained influence on public attitudes and real-world actions. The chosen methodology for this study reflects a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach. By opting for a mixed-methods design, the scholars aim to capture both the quantitative and qualitative dimensions of social media movements. The quantitative aspect involves sentiment analysis of social media posts related to police brutality in Ilorin over an extended period. This analysis provides insights into the prevailing emotions, tones, and trends within the online discourse, allowing researchers to discern shifts in public sentiments over time.
Complementing the quantitative component, the study incorporates qualitative methods, including interviews and focus group discussions. Engaging with activists, community members, and other stakeholders on the ground, these qualitative insights provide depth and context to the evolving dynamics of social media movements. Importantly, the researchers seek to assess whether the momentum generated online translates into sustained offline actions and tangible changes in public attitudes towards police brutality. This dual-pronged approach enables a holistic understanding of the long-term impact of social media movements in Ilorin.
Led by Dr. Mohammed Bello and Prof. Chioma Nwankwo, the research initiative titled "Online Advocacy and Offline Action" represents a pioneering effort to comparatively analyze the effectiveness of social media in raising awareness about police brutality across diverse Nigerian cities. The primary objective of this study is to assess the impact of online advocacy and explore how it translates into concrete offline actions. While the overarching focus is on Ilorin, the research extends its purview to include Lagos and Abuja, offering a nuanced comparison of social media's role in different urban contexts. The chosen methodology employs a quantitative survey approach, a robust method to gather systematic and measurable data. Social media users in Ilorin, Lagos, and Abuja become the focal point of this study, as the researchers seek to capture the diverse experiences, perspectives, and responses across these cities. The survey instrument is carefully designed to extract insights into public awareness levels, perceptions of police brutality, and the impact of social media activism on shaping opinions.
The quantitative data collected will be subjected to rigorous analysis, with a specific emphasis on uncovering differences in public responses among residents of Ilorin, Lagos, and Abuja. By comparing these cities, the researchers aim to identify any regional variations in the effectiveness of online advocacy in raising awareness about police brutality. Additionally, the study will investigate the extent to which online activism leads to tangible offline actions. This aspect is crucial for understanding the transformative potential of social media movements in inspiring real-world change and influencing public perceptions beyond the digital realm.
The comparative nature of this research provides a valuable contribution to the existing literature by offering insights into the contextual factors that shape the impact of social media in different Nigerian cities. The findings have the potential not only to inform local advocacy strategies but also to contribute to a broader understanding of the dynamics between online advocacy and offline action in the context of police brutality across diverse urban landscapes in Nigeria.
Led by Prof. Halima Abubakar and Dr. Samuel Ogundele, this research initiative delves into the compelling realm of visual content on Instagram to scrutinize its impact on public perceptions of police brutality in Ilorin. The primary objective is to unravel the nuances of Instagram activism, with a specific focus on the emotional and psychological impact of visual storytelling. By concentrating on a platform known for its emphasis on visual communication, the scholars aim to understand how images contribute to shaping narratives and influencing public sentiment. The chosen methodology employs a visual content analysis framework, a tailored approach suited for platforms like Instagram where visual elements play a pivotal role. The researchers systematically assess the nature and reach of Instagram posts related to police misconduct in Ilorin over a specific timeframe. This involves scrutinizing not only the content itself but also the engagement metrics such as likes, comments, and shares, providing a comprehensive view of the resonance of visual narratives within the community.
Beyond quantitative metrics, the study places a strong emphasis on the qualitative assessment of the emotional and psychological impact of visual storytelling. Researchers aim to decipher how specific images evoke empathy, outrage, or other emotional responses among followers. By understanding the emotional underpinnings of visual content, the study seeks to illuminate the ways in which Instagram activism can go beyond mere awareness-raising, potentially leading to a deeper and more sustained engagement with the issue of police brutality. In essence, this research contributes to the growing body of literature on the intersection of visual communication, social media activism, and public perceptions. The findings from this study hold the potential not only to elucidate the unique dynamics of Instagram as a platform for advocacy but also to inform future strategies for visual storytelling in the context of police brutality in Ilorin. As visual content continues to be a dominant force in digital communication, understanding its impact becomes crucial for activists, scholars, and policymakers alike.





























CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1	Research Design
	An important factor that determines the research the research method to be used in any work is the nature of the problem under study. In this research work, the researcher decided to use the structured survey (Questionnaire) method. The adopted survey method is aimed at seeking and retrieving factual information respondent.
3.2	Population of the Study
	The population covers the people using social media in Ilorin metropolis. A large population of males and females, old and young boys and girls of even study will covered. The population of the study is however limited to Ilorin, Kwara State. Who have access to social media and the samples will be randomly selected from these groups.
	The population of this study is made up of total population of Ilorin, Kwara State. Population of Ilorin metropolis is 1,064,000according to the United Nations and World population prospects.
3.3	Sample Size and Sample Techniques
	A stratified random sampling will be used for the study. This is because the population was made of eligible people who reside in Ilorin metropolis and have access to broadcast media. In the course of this research, a total of one hundred (100) respondents who reside in Ilorin will be sampled, using simple random technique.
3.4	Instrumentation
The questionnaire will be self-administered to the respondents. This enabled the respondents to feel free in expressing themselves on the subject matter. And it was administered to the people who reside in Ilorin metropolis.
3.5	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
	The measuring instrument employed is valid in the sense that it has numerous advantages. The method of instrument we are going to use in measuring the data is concurrent method. These are some advantages: It is credible because the results are usually reliable, It also makes the work less expensive, A large volume of information is usually collected. Moreover, it is expected that respondent will respond accordingly by answering the question effectively, this study will be useful for other researcher in the field of mass communication.




3.6	Method of Data Collection
	The instrument is administered by the researcher. In the administration of the questionnaire, the researcher made sure that only respondents who can read and write administered. Those who cannot read nor write were excluded from the process.
3.7	Method of Data Analysis
	It is generally noted that no research study is complete until the researcher is able to analyze the result of the data collected as a result of that study. This simply means, given meanings to the characteristic of data themselves for better understanding enter by the readers who are not experts in research data analysis helps researcher to test their hypothesis in order to find out which one is rejected or accepted.
	Data collected is going to be used to arrange and present in tables and analyzed in sample percentage format for easy comprehensive while reference response will also be tabulated during the testing of hypothesis. Questionnaire is going to be used to gather the basic facts about the researchers.
	Questionnaire is carefully designed instrument for collecting data in accordance with the specification of the research question. Hypothesis are used to ascertain facts, opinion, beliefs, attitude and practices, this can be structured or unstructured. They are generally made to seek information necessary for answering research question.














[bookmark: _Toc140078907]CHAPTER FOUR
[bookmark: _Toc140078908]DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Toc140078909]4.1	INTRODUCTION
This chapter focuses on the presentation of data and analysis of the result obtained from respondents during field survey. A total of two hundred (100) questionnaires were administered to respondents via electronic-means (Google form). All the questionnaires were completed and submitted online. The data obtained in the field survey were presented and analyzed using chi-square (x2) method.
[bookmark: _Toc140078910]4.2	ANALYSIS OF FIELD PERFORMANCE OF THE INSTRUMENT
[bookmark: _Toc140078911]4.2.1	Analysis of Respondents’ Demographic
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Sex
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	68
	68%

	Female
	33
	33%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table presented above shows sex distribution of the respondents. 68(68%) of 100 respondents are while 33 representing 33% of the respondents are female. The data shows a fair participation of both sexes in the field survey with male respondents having the highest value.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	20-35
	97
	97%

	36-45
	2
	2%

	46 & above
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The above table presents age distribution of respondents. 97(97%) of 100 respondents were between the age range of 20-35. 2 (2%) respondents were within age 36-45 while only 1 (1%) respondent was above age 45. Hence, respondents between age 20-35 are the major set of people from which the highest volume of data is retrieved. 

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Marital Status
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Single
	84
	84%

	Married
	14
	14%

	Other
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows the distribution of respondents based on their marital status. 84(84%) of 100 are single. 14(14%) are married while 2(2%) respondents chose others which might be: divorced, complicated or as the case may be. However, the highest percentage of respondents (84%) that participated in the field survey were single.
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents by Education
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE/OND
	20
	20%

	HND/B.SC
	75
	75%

	M.SC & Above
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above presents educational background of the respondents. 75(75%) of 100 respondents are HND/B.SC holder; 40(20%) are NCE/OND certificate holder while 5(5%) respondents have M.SC and other higher certificate. It can however be affirmed that all the respondents that participated in this survey are literates with HND/B.SC holders having the highest (75%) representation.
Table 5: Distribution of Respondents by Occupation
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Civil servant
	3
	3%

	Self-employed
	7
	7%

	Student
	88
	88%

	Others
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above reveals respondents’ occupations. 88 (88%) of 100 are students; 7(7%) are self-employed; 3(3%) are civil servant while 2(2%) respondents engage in other sets of occupation not listed among the options. Hence, students are the major set of respondents (88%) that participated in the field survey.
[bookmark: _Toc140078912]4.2.2	Analysis of Questions in the Research Instrument
Table 6: Are you familiar with the concept of “police brutality”?  
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	97
	97%

	No
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The above table sought respondents’ familiarity with the concept of “police brutality” in Nigeria. 97 (97%) of 100 respondents are familiar with the concept while 3(3%) are not familiar with the concept of “police brutality”. Thus, largest volume of the respondents (97%) are familiar with the concept.
Table 7: Which of these media serve you more information about “police brutality”?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Social media
	60
	60%

	Radio
	15
	15%

	TV
	14
	14%

	Newspaper
	11
	11%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows the responses of respondents based on the media that serve them more information about “police brutality” in Nigeria. 60(60%) of 100 respondents indicated that social media serve them more information about the concept; 15 (15%) respondents chose radio; 14 (14%) respondents chose TV and 11 (11%) respondents chose newspaper. Hence, highest percentage of the respondents 60 (60%) indicated that they receive more information about “police brutality” through social media.
Table 8:  Have you ever left Nigeria or thought of relocation to another country?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	93
	93%

	No
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that 93 (93%) of 100 respondents have left/thought of relocating to another country while only 7 (7%) respondents have never left /thought of relocating to another country. Highest percentage of the respondents (93%) indicated that they have either left/thought of relocating to another country.
Table 9: If yes, which of these factors motivates your decision/thought?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Social media
	26
	26%

	Academic pursuit
	40
	40%

	Unemployment in Nigeria
	33
	33%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
Base on the foregoing, the above table indicates the factors motivating or that motivated respondents to leave/planning to leave Nigeria to another country. 40 (40%) of 100 respondents claimed social media; 33 (33%) respondents alluded unemployment in Nigeria while 26 (26%) respondents admitted that social media motivates their decision and thought. It can be noted that all the factors were claimed by over 25% respondents each. Hence, the highest claimed factor is academic pursuit.
Table 10: If no, what will be your decision if an offer surface? 
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Accept
	92
	92%

	Ignore
	8
	8%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
In sequel to the two previous tables, the above table indicated respondents’ decisions to accepting or ignoring an offer to leave Nigeria to another country. 92 (92%) respondents indicated that they will any offer to leave Nigeria to another country while only 7 (7%) claimed that they will ignore the offer. Largest percentage (92%) of the respondents will accept if any offer surfaces.
Table 11: Social media platforms have influenced the spread of the "police brutality" among Nigerian youths.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	71
	71%

	Agree
	27
	27%

	Neutral
	2
	2%

	Disagree
	-
	-

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above, 71 (71%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that social media platforms have influenced the spread of the "police brutality" among Nigerian youths. 27 (27%) respondents agreed with the statement; 2(2%) were neutral while no respondent either disagree or strongly disagree with the statement. Thus, highest percentage of the respondents showed positive remark towards the statement that social media platforms have influenced the spread of the "police brutality" among Nigerian youths.
Table 12: Exposure to "police brutality" on social media has made it more acceptable among Nigerian youths.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	56
	56%

	Agree
	38
	38%

	Neutral
	6
	6%

	Disagree
	-
	-

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


	Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table presented above, 56 (56%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that exposure to "police brutality" on social media has made it more acceptable among Nigerian youths. 38 (38%) respondents agreed with the statement; 6 (6%) were neutral while no respondent either disagree or strongly disagree with the statement. Hence, highest percentage of the respondents (56%) strongly agrees with the statement.

Table 13: The portrayal of successful "police brutality" stories on social media encourages more Nigerian youths to embrace the concept.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	50
	50%

	Agree
	38
	38%

	Neutral
	9
	9%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above, 50 (50%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that the portrayal of successful "police brutality" stories on social media encourages more Nigerian youths to embrace the concept. 38 (38%) respondents agreed with the statement, 9 (9%) were neutral, 3 (3%) disagreed with the statement while there was no respondent that strongly disagreed with the statement. Hence, highest percentage (50%) of the respondent indicated that the portrayal of successful "police brutality" stories on social media encourages more Nigerian youths to embrace the concept.
Table 14: Nigerian youths who engage with social media are more likely to consider the "police brutality" as a problem.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	46
	46%

	Agree
	42
	42%

	Neutral
	9
	9%

	Disagree
	3
	3%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above, 46 (46%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that Nigerian youths who engage in social media are more likely to consider the "police brutality" syndrome as a viable option. 42 (42%) respondents agreed with the statement, 9 (9%) were neutral, 3 (3%) disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagree. 93 respondents being the highest percentage (46%) of respondents in the table strongly agreed with the statement.
Table 15: Social media platforms have a responsibility to regulate content related to "police brutality" to protect Nigerian youths from its negative impacts.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	34
	34%

	Agree
	48
	48%

	Neutral
	14
	14%

	Disagree
	4
	4%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table shows that 96 (48%) respondents agreed that social media platforms have a responsibility to regulate content related to "police brutality" to protect Nigerian youths from its negative impacts. 68 (34%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement, 28 (14%) respondents were neutral, 8 (4%) disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. The highest percentage (48%) of respondents that participated in this study agreed with the statement.
Table 16: Nigerian youths who are victim of "police brutality" as portrayed on social media are seeking immediate gratification rather than working towards long-term solutions.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	29
	29%

	Agree
	47
	47%

	Neutral
	22
	22%

	Disagree
	2
	2%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table presented above, 47 (47%) respondents agreed that Nigerian youths that engage in the "police brutality" as portrayed on social media are seeking immediate gratification rather than working towards long-term solutions. 29 (29%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement, 22 (22%) were neutral, 2 (2%) disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagree with the statement. Highest percentage of respondents that participated in the field survey agreed that Nigerian youths who engage in the "police brutality" as portrayed on social media are actually seeking immediate gratification rather than working towards long-term solutions
Table 17: The information about "police brutality" on social media serves as a source of inspiration for Nigerian youths to explore.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	87
	43%

	Agree
	87
	43%

	Neutral
	19
	9%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table shows that 43 (43%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that the information about "police brutality" on social media serves as a source of inspiration for Nigerian youths to explore. 9 (9%) respondents posed neutral about the claim, 5 (5%) respondents disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. Highest percentage of respondents (43%) that took part in the field survey strongly agreed and agreed respectively with the statement.
Table 18: The promotion of the "police brutality" on social media prolongs brain drain in Nigeria.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	29
	29%

	Agree
	45
	45%

	Neutral
	20
	20%

	Disagree
	6
	6%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table presented above, 45 (45%) of 100 respondents agreed that the promotion of "police brutality" on social media prolongs brain drain in Nigeria. 29 (29%) respondents strongly agreed with the statement, 20 (20%) were neutral, 6 (6%) respondents disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. Hence, highest percentage of respondents that participated in the field survey agreed with the statement.
Table 19: Nigerian youths should prioritize staying and contributing to their own country rather than traveling abroad.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	24
	24%

	Agree
	23
	23%

	Neutral
	43
	43%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above, 43(43%) of 100 respondents posed neutral to the claim that Nigerian youths should prioritize staying and contributing to their own country rather than traveling abroad. 24 (24%) of the respondents strongly agreed with the statement, 23 (23%) agreed, 8 (8%) respondents disagreed while only 1 (2%) respondent strongly disagreed with the statement. A considerable percentage (43%) of respondents were neutral in their thought towards the statement.
Table 20: The "police brutality" trends on social media reflect the frustration and disillusionment of Nigerian youths with situation of the country.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	24
	24%

	Agree
	23
	23%

	Neutral
	38
	38%

	Disagree
	12
	12%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that 24 (24%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed that “police brutality" syndrome trends on social media reflect the frustration and disillusionment of Nigerian youths with the situation of the country. 38 (38%) respondents posed neutral to the claim, 23 (23%) agreed, 12 (12%) respondents disagreed while only 3 (3%) respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. 38 respondents being the highest percentage (38%) of respondents indicated a neutral view to the claim.
Table 21: The "police brutality" hinders the development of skilled professionals in Nigeria; negatively impacting the economy.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	21
	21%

	Agree
	32
	32%

	Neutral
	36
	36%

	Disagree
	9
	9%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that 32 (32%) of 100 respondents agreed that “police brutality" hinders the development of skilled professionals in Nigeria; negatively impacting the economy. 36 (36%) respondents were neutral, 21 (21%) strongly agreed, 9 (9%) respondents disagreed while only 3(3%) respondent strongly disagreed with the statement. Largest volume of the respondents also posed a neutral view to the statement.
Table 22: The "police brutality" deprives Nigeria of valuable resources that could contribute to its economic growth.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	34
	34%

	Agree
	43
	43%

	Neutral
	16
	16%

	Disagree
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table above, 43 (43%) of 100 respondents agreed that “police brutality" deprives Nigeria of valuable resources that could contribute to its economic growth. 34 (34%) respondents strongly agreed with this view, 16 (16%) respondents posed neutral perception, 7 (7%) disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. The highest percentage of respondents that participated in the field survey agreed with the statement.
Table 23: Nigerian youths who follow up the information about "police brutality" prioritize personal gain over national development.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	28
	28%

	Agree
	34
	34%

	Neutral
	31
	31%

	Disagree
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table presented above, 34 (34%) respondents agreed that Nigerian youths who follow up the information about "police brutality" prioritize personal gain over national development. 31 (31%) of the respondents posed a neutral view about the claim, 28 (28%) strongly agreed, 7 (7%) respondents disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. Highest percentage (34%) of the respondents agreed with the statement.
Table 24: The “police brutality” trend among Nigerian youths hinders human capital development in the country.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	20
	20%

	Agree
	40
	40%

	Neutral
	28
	28%

	Disagree
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that 40 (40%) of 100 respondents agreed that The “police brutality” trend among Nigerian youths hinders human capital development in the country in the country. 28 (28%) respondents posed a neutral view about the statement 20 (20%) respondents strongly agreed, 7 (7%) respondents disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. Thus, the highest percentage of respondents that participated in this field survey agreed with the statement.
Table 25: Nigerian youths who successfully overcome the challenges of "police brutality" are more likely to contribute to the economy.
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	39
	39%

	Agree
	39
	39%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025
From the table presented above, 39 (39%) of 100 respondents strongly agreed/agreed respectively with the statement that Nigerian youths who successfully overcome the challenges of "police brutality" are more likely to contribute to the economy. 17 (17%) respondents were posed a neutral view about this statement, 5 (5%) respondents disagreed while none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement. However, highest percentage of respondents that participated in the field survey strongly agreed and agreed respectively that Nigerian youths who successfully overcome the challenges of "police brutality" are more likely to contribute to the economy.
[bookmark: _Toc140078913]4.3	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Research Question One: What are the impacts of social media on the acceptability of "police brutality" among Nigerian youths?
Research question one seeks to ascertain the impacts of social media on the acceptability of "police brutality" among Nigerian youths. Table 11-15 above provide answers to the question.
In table 11, a total of 98 respondents representing 98% of the overall respondents that participated in the field survey alluded that social media platforms have influenced the spread of the "police brutality" among Nigerian youths. That is; social media have significant impact on the way information about “police brutality” transcends among the youth and this consequentially influences the acceptability of the concept among them. 
In table 12, a total of 95 respondents representing 95% of the overall 100 respondents that participated in the field admitted that exposure to "police brutality" on social media has made the Nigeria youth to know more about it and accept the outcome. That is; the acceptability of “police brutality” on social media by the youths in based on the level at which they are exposed to social media contents. Also in table 13, a total of 77 respondents representing 54% claimed that the portrayal of successful "police brutality" stories on social media encourages more Nigerian youths to embrace the concept. Table 14 also indicated that 77 respondents admitted that Nigerian youths who engage with social media are more likely to consider the "police brutality" as a problem. Lastly in table 15, a sum of 64 respondents admitted that social media platforms have a responsibility to regulate content related to "police brutality" to protect Nigerian youths from its negative impacts.
Base on the foregoing, data provided by the respondents during field survey as regard the questions and statement under research question one all indicated that social media intensively influence the spontaneous acceptability of “police brutality” among Nigerian youths.
Research Question Two: What are perceptions of Nigerian youths toward abrupt motivation and admiration of "police brutality" syndrome on social media?
Research question two seeks to examine the perceptions of Nigerian youths toward abrupt motivation and admiration of "police brutality" on social media. Table 16-20 above answered the research question.
In table 16, a total of 76 respondents representing 76% of the total respondents admitted that Nigerian youths who are victim of “police brutality” on social media are seeking immediate gratification rather than working towards long-term solutions. In table 17, a sum of 87 respondents representing 87% of the total respondents admitted to the claim that the information about "police brutality" on social media serves as a source of inspiration for Nigerian youths to explore.
Also, in table 18, a total of 74 respondents representing 74% of the total respondents alluded that the promotion of the "police brutality" on social media prolongs brain drain in Nigeria. In table 19, only 48% of the respondents supported the claim that Nigerian youths should prioritize staying and contributing to their own country rather than traveling abroad. A leverage population of the respondents (43) representing 43% of the total respondents maintain neutrality while others refuted the statement. This shows that a considerable percentage of Nigeria youths will not compromise in staying home and contributing to their own country. Also in table 20, only 48 respondents representing 48% of the total respondents admitted that "police brutality" trends on social media reflect the frustration and disillusionment of Nigerian youths with situation of the country
Research Question Three: What effect does "police brutality" have on Nigerian youths, human capital development, and Nigeria economy?
Research question three seeks to evaluate the causal-effect of “police brutality” on Nigerian youth, capital development and Nigeria economy. Table 21-25 above provides answers to the question.
In table 21, a total of 53 respondents representing 53% of the total respondents alluded that "police brutality" hinders the development of skilled professionals in Nigeria; negatively impacting the economy. In table 22, a sum of 77 respondents representing 77% of the overall respondents attested to the statement that “police brutality” deprives Nigeria of valuable resources that could contribute to its economic growth. More so, data in table 23 indicated that 60 respondents admitted that Nigerian youths who follow up the information about "police brutality" prioritize personal gain over national development. In table 24, 60% of overall respondents admitted with the claimed that "police brutality" trend among Nigerian youths hinders human capital development in the country. Lastly in table 25, 79 respondents in total representing 79% alluded that Nigerian youths who successfully overcome the challenges of "police brutality" are more likely to contribute to the economy.
[bookmark: _Toc140078914]4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The influence of social media in creating awareness about police brutality in Nigeria; a case study of Ilorin Metropolis is an interesting topic that can be explored from various angles. Ojo's (2015) research delves into the intricacies of corruption within law enforcement, revealing how systemic issues create an environment where unethical practices thrive. The lack of transparency, accountability, and a culture of impunity within the police force exacerbates the problem, perpetuating a cycle of misconduct that adversely affects citizens and undermines public trust. These studies collectively underscore the urgent need for comprehensive reforms that address not only the symptoms but also the root causes of police brutality in Nigeria. The legacy of military rule, coupled with political interference and systemic corruption, forms a complex web that sustains a culture of misconduct. Initiatives aimed at reforming law enforcement practices must take into account these historical and structural factors to create lasting and meaningful change.
Social media platforms have become powerful tools for communication, information sharing, and shaping public opinion. They have significantly influenced the way people perceive and engage with various social issues, including police brutality. 
In sequel, this study found out that Social media platforms have played a vital role in raising awareness about police brutality among Nigerian youths. The widespread availability of information on social media has exposed young Nigerians to stories, videos, and personal experiences of those who have been a victim of police brutality. This exposure may influence their perceptions and reactions to the police force of the country. Also, the revealed that social media on police brutality can be attributed to the economic hardships and limited opportunities faced by the law enforcement agency. Through social media, youths often come across stories of individuals who have been the victim police brutality in Nigeria. 
In addition, the study discovered that Social media platforms contribute to shaping the perceptions of Nigerian youths regarding the risks associated with police brutality. Youth may encounter posts or discussions highlighting the potential economic advantages of leaving the country, such as better job prospects, higher wages, and improved living conditions. Conversely, they may also come across accounts of the challenges faced by those who engage in illegal migration, such as human trafficking, exploitation, and legal repercussions.
According to Gibert, L.R. (2015), he stated that social media platform is a global-village that allows virtual cohabitation of people from different spectrum. Congruently, youths connect with peers across globe; this creates a sense of peer influence and pressure as they observe their friends or acquaintances living seemingly better lives abroad. Seeing their peers' success stories and achievements can motivate others to consider or pursue traveling abroad as a means of achieving similar outcomes and avoiding police brutality. Psychologically, seeing success stories and achievement of peers has effects on Nigerian youths. The study revealed that it creates a sense of dissatisfaction or frustration with their (youths) current circumstances, fueling a desire to escape. As stated by Edward, W.F. (2020), comparing one’s life to the idealized representations what is seen online can lead to feelings of inadequacy or a fear of missing out (FOMO).
Finally, this study revealed that the role of social media in creating awareness about police brutality has economic implications. Some Nigerian youths may invest significant resources, such as money borrowed from family or friends, to fund their journey abroad based on the perceived opportunities and success stories they see on social media. However, the reality of the economic challenges, including job scarcity and the cost of living abroad, may not align with their expectations.
[bookmark: _Toc140078915]CHAPTER FIVE
[bookmark: _Toc140078916]SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc140078917]5.1	Summary
This study is based on the “the role of social media in creating awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, a case study of Ilorin Metropolis”. The study was organized in five chapters. The first chapter covers the introduction of the study, background to the study, statement of the problem which exposed the problem the study identified and seek to resolve, research questions, the significant of the study, the scope of the study and operational definition of term. The second chapter focused on the conceptual framework, theoretical approach and review of related literatures. The researcher adopts “theory of planned behaviour” propounded by IcekAjzen 1991. The third chapter focuses on the research method. A survey research design was considered most suitable for the study. Structured questionnaire instrument was adopted for gathering and made accessible for 100 respondents. The chapter four presented the data analysis and discussion of the findings. The analysis was done in tabular form using chi-square (x2) method of data analysis. Finally, chapter five discussed the summary of the study, the conclusion of the study base on the outcome of the findings and recommendations of the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc140078918]5.2	Conclusion
The role of social media in creating awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, a case study of Ilorin Metropolis is a complex and multifaceted issue. Police brutality is a pervasive and deeply rooted issue in Nigeria, raising concerns about the excessive use of force, human rights violations, and systemic abuse within law enforcement agencies. Instances of police brutality have been reported across the country, leading to public outcry and demands for accountability. Thus, social media platforms have undoubtedly played a significant role in shaping the perceptions and decisions of Nigerian youths regarding police brutality.
Nigerian youths through social media platforms are able to access information and opportunities beyond their immediate environment. Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube have facilitated the dissemination of information about life of people that have fell victim of police brutality. This exposure has created a sense of aspiration and a desire for a better life among Nigerian youths.
Furthermore, social media has served as a platform for discussions, debates, and the sharing of personal experiences related to police brutality. It has allowed individuals to connect with others who have similar experience or how it was handled. This online community has provided emotional support, advice, and guidance on how to avoid or handled police brutality
Additionally, social media has been criticized for promoting a culture of instant gratification and a focus on material wealth. Nigerian youths may be influenced by the images of luxury, success, and affluence they see on social media, further fueling their desire to leave the country in search of such a lifestyle in order to avoid police brutality. This emphasis on material gain may overshadow the importance of education, skill development, and nation-building. it is important to note that social media can also perpetuate unrealistic expectations and false perceptions. Nigerian youths may be exposed to a skewed representation of life abroad, emphasizing the positive aspects while downplaying the challenges and difficulties associated with immigration. This can lead to a distorted perception of reality about police brutality.
In conclusion, this study has contributed to the existing literature on social media and social justice movements by examining the role of social media in creating awareness about police brutality in Ilorin Metropolis. The findings of this study provided insights into the most effective social media strategies for mobilizing public opinion against police brutality and highlight the challenges faced by social media users in advocating for an end to police brutality. The study also provides recommendations for the Nigerian police on how to respond to social media campaigns against police brutality. Social media has undoubtedly influenced the perceptions and decisions of Nigerian youths regarding police brutality. It has provided access to information, created a sense of aspiration, and facilitated connections among individuals with similar goals. However, it is crucial to critically evaluate the information presented on social media platforms and consider the realities and challenges associated. Nigerian youths should be encouraged to make informed decisions based on a balanced understanding about police brutality. Moreover, efforts should be made to address the underlying issues that drive the desire to leave the country, such as unemployment, lack of opportunities, inadequate infrastructure and most especially police brutality, to create an environment where Nigerian youths can thrive and contribute to the development of their nation.
[bookmark: _Toc140078919]5.3	Recommendations
5.3.1	Recommendations for Nigeria government, Citizens and Social Media Companies
Based on the foregoing findings and conclusion, this study recommends that: 
1. Government should improve economic conditions in Nigeria by implementing policies that promote job creation, entrepreneurship, and investment in key sectors. This includes providing access to funding, training, and mentorship programs for young entrepreneurs to start and grow businesses locally.
2. Provision should be made to enhance the quality of education and vocational training programs in Nigeria to equip young people with relevant skills and knowledge for employment opportunities. This can include promoting science and technology, engineering, as well as vocational training in various fields.
3. Investment should be made on infrastructure such as power, transportation, healthcare, and education facilities to improve the overall quality of life in Nigeria. Adequate infrastructure can attract investment, create jobs, and provide better services to the population, reducing the incentive to leave the country.
4. Youth should be encouraged on responsible use of social media platforms and advocate for regulations that address false information, scams, and exploitative practices related to police brutality. Collaborate with social media companies, policymakers, and relevant stakeholders to develop guidelines and policies that protect Nigerian youths from potential harm.
5. Good governance and anti-corruption measures should be guarantee to strengthen governance systems, promote transparency, and combat corruption in all sectors. Implement policies that promote accountability, rule of law, and effective public service delivery. This will help restore trust in institutions and create an enabling environment for development.
6. Youth engagement and participation should be encouraged in decision-making processes at all levels. Create platforms for youth dialogue, consultation, and representation in policy formulation and implementation. This can help address their concerns and ensure their voices are heard in shaping the country's future.
7. National pride and identity should be promoted to foster a sense of patriotism, and appreciation for Nigeria's cultural heritage among Nigerian youths. Promote positive narratives about the country's potential, achievements, and success stories to inspire and motivate young people to contribute to its development.
8. Collaboration and partnerships should be enthused among government, private sector, civil society organizations, and international partners to pool resources, share knowledge, and implement coordinated efforts in addressing the root causes of police brutality in Nigeria.
9. Government should implement education and awareness programs that provide accurate information about police brutality, including both the potential benefits in informing the agency and challenges they may face when the agency is not informed. These programs should highlight alternative solutions and opportunities available within Nigeria, encouraging youths to explore local options for personal and professional growth.
By implementing these recommendations, stakeholders can work towards the role of social media in creating awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, promoting a more balanced and informed perspective on opportunities and success within the country.
5.3.2	Recommendations for Further Studies
Further studies should explore more on the psychological effects of social media on Nigerian youths regarding police brutality. Investigate the prevalence of anxiety, depression, or feelings of inadequacy resulting from social media comparisons and the influence of migration-related content.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin
Institute of Information and Communication Technology
Department of Mass Communication.
Dear respondent,
This dissertation attempt to research the “The role of social media in creating awareness about Police brutality in Nigeria.”
The study is exclusively an academic exercise. I humbly seek your indulgence to assist by filling the following questions as honestly as possible. I aver that all information given shall be treated with keen confidentiality and used for academic purpose only. 
Thank you for your cooperation.				
Researcher
SECTION A
Instruction: Please tick (√) appropriately in the space boxes provided below or comment where necessary in gaps.
1. Are you familiar with the concept of “police brutality”?  (a) Yes [  ]	(b) No [  ]
2. Which of these media serve you more information about police brutality?
 (a) Social media [  ]	(b) Radio [  ]		(c) Television [  ]		(d) Newspaper [  ]
3. Have you ever left Nigeria or thought of relocating to another country?  (a) Yes [  ]	(b) No
4. If yes, which of these factors motivates your decision/thought?  (a) Friends abroad [  ]	(b) Social media  [  ]	(c) Academic pursuit	[  ]	(d) Unemployment in Nigeria [  ]
5. If no, what will be your decision if an offer surfaces?  (a) Ignore [  ]		(b) Accept [  ]
SECTION B
Statements on Research Topic
Instruction: Tick (√) an option in the space boxes provided that best describe your level of agreement with the statements below.
Keywords: Strongly agree [SA]-Agree [A]-Neutral [N]-Disagree [D]-Strongly disagree [SD]
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	OPTIONS

	
	
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media platforms have influenced the spread of the “police brutality” among Ilorin metropolis youths.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Exposure to “police brutality” on social media has made it more acceptable among Ilorin metropolis youths.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The portrayal of successful “police brutality” stories on social media encourages more Ilorin metropolis youths to embrace the concept.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Ilorin metropolis youths who engage with social media are more likely to consider the “police brutality” as a problem
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media platforms have a responsibility to regulate content related to “police brutality” to protect Ilorin metropolis youths from its negative impacts.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	1.
	Ilorin metropolis youths who engage in the “police brutality” on social media are seeking immediate gratification rather than working towards long-term solutions.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The “police brutality” on social media serves as a source of inspiration for Ilorin metropolis youths to explore alternative opportunities.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The promotion of the “police brutality” on social media perpetuates brain drain in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Ilorin metropolis youths should prioritize staying and contributing to their own country rather than traveling abroad
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	The “police brutality” trend on social media reflects the frustration and disillusionment of Ilorin metropolis youths with the country's situation.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	1.
	The “police brutality” hinders the development of skilled professionals in Nigeria, negatively impacting the economy.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The “police brutality” deprives Nigeria of valuable resources that could contribute to its economic growth.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Ilorin metropolis youths who pursue the “police brutality” prioritize personal gain over national development.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	The “police brutality” trend among Ilorin metropolis youths hinders human capital development in the country.
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Ilorin metropolis youths who successfully achieve the “police brutality” are more likely to contribute to the economy through remittances and investments.
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