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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the perception of farmers on the impact of climate change on food security in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State, Nigeria. The study employs a multistage sampling technique and selects 150 respondents. Data is collected through structured questionnaires, analyzed using descriptive statistics, and validated for reliability. Descriptive statistics, a 5-point Likert scale, and an ordinal logit regression model were employed in the study. Findings reveal a high awareness of climate change among farmers, with 96% having a significant understanding. Despite this awareness, perceptions of climate change's effects on food security differ from observed changes in crop yields and food availability. Farmers report decreased crop yields (40%), reduced access to food resources (13.3%), and changes in weather patterns (60%). Result show that (40.0%) of farmers perceive that climate change has decreased their crop yields, while (26.0%) report moderate decreases. Further results from the findings indicate that the coping strategies adopted by farmers reduce the effect of climate change on food security. The study recommended that there is the need to encourage continuous education and awareness programs for farmers to enhance their understanding of climate change and its impacts on food security. These programs can be conducted through community-based initiatives and should focus on practical adaptation strategies, government agencies and agricultural institutions should maintain and improve their support systems for farmers that includes ensuring the accessibility of resources and services for climate change adaptation, Invest in research and development efforts to identify region-specific climate-smart agricultural practices that can further strengthen farmers' resilience to climate change. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background to the study 
Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our time, with far-reaching consequences for the environment, human health, and the economy. One of the most vulnerable sectors to climate change is agriculture, which is the primary source of livelihood for millions of people around the world. Agriculture is highly dependent on weather and climate conditions, making it susceptible to the impacts of climate change (Fola, 2019). Rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events are altering the growing conditions for crops and livestock, leading to reduced productivity and decreased farmer livelihoods. The impacts of climate change on agriculture are multifaceted and can be seen in various aspects of agricultural production, these includes: Changes in temperature and precipitation patterns, leading to droughts, floods, and heat waves. Shifts in growing seasons and crop suitability, making it challenging for farmers to adapt, Increased frequency and severity of extreme weather events, such as hurricanes, wildfires, and floods., Changes in soil health and fertility, reducing crop yields and affecting food security. These impacts have significant consequences for farmer livelihoods, including: Reduced income and revenue due to decreased crop yields and lower prices, increased vulnerability to poverty and food insecurity,. Loss of livelihood assets, such as land, equipment, and livestock, Changes in social status and community standing. In order to mitigate the impacts of climate change on agriculture and farmer livelihoods, it is essential to develop and implement climate-resilient agriculture practices, policies, and programs. This includes: Climate-smart agriculture practices, such as conservation agriculture and agro forestry, Climate information and early warning systems to 
support farmer decision-making, Climate-resilient crop and animal varieties, Support for climate change adaptation and resilience, including insurance programs and social protection schemes 
(Adeolu, 2022).This study aims to investigate the impacts of climate change on agriculture productivity and farmer livelihoods, with a focus on identifying effective adaptation strategies and policy recommendations. 
1.2 Statement of the problem	
Climate change poses significant threats to agriculture productivity and farmer livelihoods, compromising food security, economic stability, and human well-being. Rising temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events impact agricultural systems, leading to Decreased crop yields and quality, Changes in growing seasons and planting dates, Increased crop failures and losses, Shifts in pest and disease dynamics, Water scarcity and competition, Loss of livelihood assets (e.g., land, equipment), Increased migration and displacement, Food insecurity and malnutrition (Akeem & Rukayat, 2022). 
1.3 Objectives of the study
The general objective of the study is to Analysis the Impacts of climate change on Agriculture productivity in kwara state;
The specific objectives of the study are to:
i. describe the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents.
ii. examine the level of awareness of farmers on the effect of climate change on food security in the study area.  
iii. determine the effect of climate change on food security in the study area.   	
1.4 Justification for the study
Climate change poses significant threats to global food security, agricultural productivity, and farmer livelihoods. Understanding its impacts is crucial for developing effective adaptation and mitigation strategies. These could be on; 
Food security: Climate change affects crop yields, quality, and availability. 
Economic stability: Agriculture is a vital sector in many economies. 
Human well-being: Farmer livelihoods and rural communities are vulnerable. 
Environmental sustainability: Agriculture contributes to greenhouse gas emissions.
 	

1.6 Definitions of terms

Here are definitions for the given terms as used for this work: 
Climate Change: Climate change refers to the long-term warming of the planet due to an increase in average global temperature, primarily caused by human activities such as: Burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas), Deforestation and land-use changes, Agriculture and livestock production. e.t.c.
Impact of Climate Change: The consequences of climate change on the environment, human health, economy, and society, including: Temperature increases, Changes in precipitation patterns, Sea-level rise, increased frequency and severity of extreme weather events, Shifts in ecosystems and biodiversity
Agriculture: The practice of cultivating land, raising crops, and rearing livestock for food, fiber, and other products. 
Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture: The effects of climate change on agricultural systems, including: Changes in temperature and precipitation patterns, increased frequency of extreme weather events, Shifts in growing seasons and crop suitability, Changes in soil health and fertility, increased pest and disease pressure. 
Farmer Livelihood: The well-being and economic stability of farmers and their households, including: Income and revenue, Food security and nutrition, Access to resources (land, water, credit), Social status and community standing.
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Impact of climate change on agriculture 
According to IPCC (2017), climate change is defined as follows: climate change refers to a change in the state of the climate that can be identified by changes in the mean or variability of its properties and that persists for extended periods, typically decades or longer.Greenhouse gases are primarily responsible for warming the planet, and the stock of greenhouse gases is expected to grow substantially from the burning of fossil fuels and from land use changes if action is not taken to reduce emissions. The growth in greenhouse gases will in turn lead to increasing temperatures and variability in rainfall trends. Hence, climate change can lead to temperature increases, changes and variability in precipitation, and a rise in sea levels, thereby increasing the intensity of such natural hazards as storms, floods, and droughts (IPCC, 2017). Climate change is arguably the most important challenge facing the world in this century, and it is more serious in African countries, largely due to their geographic exposure (the geographical location of most African countries on the lower latitudes), low income, greater reliance on climate-sensitive sectors such as agriculture, and weak capacity to adapt to the changing climate. Africa saw an increase in average annual temperatures during the 20th century of approximately 0.5°C. Climate models estimate that throughout Africa, the median temperature increase by the end of this century will be between 3°C and 4°C (Eriksen et al., 2018). However, Africa contributes less than 5% of total carbon dioxide-equivalent emissions to global greenhouse emissions. The climates of ESA vary both intra- and inter-country. Estimates predict that changes in precipitation will lead SA to experience more droughts, while Eastern Africa (EA) will experience more rainfall. Precipitation will decrease from June-August for SA and increase from December-February for EA. The risk of extreme weather events, such as flooding, is expected in EA (IPCC, 2007; Eriksen et al., 2018). During the last century, temperatures increased by 0.5°C, on average, across the globe, and are projected to increase by 1.5Â°C to 5.8°C by 2100 (Houghton et al., 2001). The warming trend observed in SA is consistent with the global trend throughout the 20th century. Temperatures have increased by over 0.5°C in this region (IPCC, 2001); Southern Africa experienced over 15 drought events between 1988 and 1992. This phenomenon has negatively affected the economies of Southern Africa through a reduction in agricultural production and exacerbated food insecurity. Ragab and Prudhomme (2002) estimate that by 2050, average annual temperatures will increase by 1.5 to 2.5° C in the south of SA and by 2.5 to 3.0° C in the north of SA, relative to the 1961-1990 average levels. High rainfall variability intra- and inter-years is predicted for the ESA region (Reason at al., 2005). 
2.2 Climate change on Agriculture
It is well known that the agricultural sector is directly related to and affected by climatic factors (particularly precipitation and temperature). Thus, agriculture has been largely used to project the effects of climatic change and variability because precipitation and temperature directly enter agricultural production functions (Fisher et al., 2023). Agriculture is the principal driver for the formation of GDP and is crucial for food security in the majority of African countries. Despite the economic importance of the sector in ESA countries, however, its performance is poor compared with other developing countries. Table 1 shows agricultures share of GDP for all Africa, sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), and the ESA countries included in this analysis for different periods. In Africa as a whole, agriculture is a crucial part of the economy in most countries. However, some countries have become less dependent on agriculture in terms of GDP share; examples include South Africa and Mauritius, due to their fast economic growth. The agricultural sector contributes approximately 12% to Africans total GDP, although the agricultural GDP share decreases over time for all of the African countries considered here in this study. The agricultural sector contributes more than 20% to the GDP of ESA countries, except for Angola, Eritrea, South Africa, and Mauritius. In Ethiopia, the agricultural GDP share is approximately 46%, while in South Africa, it is only 2.5%. Table 2 shows that the annual growth of agricultural GDP share varies considerably from year to year, due mainly to climate variability. Multiple studies show that the increase in temperature and the decrease in precipitation have adversely affected agricultural production in Africa (Hulme, 2021; Parry et al., 2007; Eriksen et al., 2018; Chikozho, 2018). Climate change is significantly impacting agriculture productivity and farmer livelihoods. Rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and increased frequency of extreme weather events are altering the delicate balance of our food systems.
2.3 Impacts on Agriculture Productivity, Changes in Growing Seasons
 Warmer temperatures are lengthening growing seasons in some areas, but also leading to earlier springs and frost damage. 
Water Scarcity: Changes in precipitation patterns and increased evaporation due to warmer temperatures are leading to droughts and water scarcity, impacting crop yields.  
Soil Erosion_: Heavy rainfall events and increased flooding are causing soil erosion, nutrient depletion, and decreased fertility. 
Pest and Disease Management: Climate change is altering the distribution and prevalence of pests and diseases, requiring farmers to adapt their management strategies. 
Impacts on Farmer Livelihoods and Income Instability: Climate-related shocks, such as crop failures and livestock deaths, are impacting farmers' incomes and livelihoods.  
Food Insecurity: Climate change is affecting the availability and quality of food, particularly for vulnerable populations.  
Migration and Displacement: In some cases, climate change is forcing farmers to migrate or abandon their land, leading to social and economic disruption. 
Mental Health Impacts: The stress and uncertainty associated with climate-related disruptions are taking a toll on farmers' mental health. To mitigate these impacts, it's essential to adopt climate-resilient agricultural practices, such as conservation agriculture, agro-forestry, and climate-smart agriculture. Additionally, supporting farmers through climate information services, insurance programs, and social protection schemes can help them adapt to the changing climate. 
2.4 The concept of Climate Change  
According to Pielke (2004),  the Framework Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) defines climate change as " a change of climate that is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity, that alters the composition of the global atmosphere, and that is in addition to natural climate variability over comparable period" By contrast, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) defines climate change broadly as " any change in climate over time whether due to natural variability or as a result of human activity" These different definitions have practical implications for decisions about policy responses such as adaptation. They also set the stage for endless politicized debate  Worldwide observed and anticipated climatic changes for the twenty-first century and global warming are significant global changes that have been encountered during the past 65 years. 
Climate change (CC) is an inter-governmental complex challenge globally with its influence over various components of the ecological, environmental, socio-political, and socio-economic disciplines (Feliciano et al.2022). Climate change involves heightened temperatures across numerous worlds (Schuurmans,2021). With the onset of the industrial revolution, the problem of earth climate was amplified manifold (Leppänen et al.2014). 
It is reported that immediate attention and due steps might increase the probability of overcoming its devastating impacts. It is not plausible to interpret the exact consequences of climate change (CC) on a sectoral basis (Izaguirre et al.2021), which is evident by the emerging level of recognition plus the inclusion of climatic uncertainties at both the local and national levels of policymaking.  Climate change is characterized based on the comprehensive long-haul temperature and precipitation trends and other components such as pressure and humidity levels in the surrounding environment. Besides, the irregular weather patterns, the retreating of global ice sheets, and the corresponding elevated sea level rise are among the most renowned international and domestic effects of climate change (Michel et al.2021; Murshed (2020). 
Before the Industrial Revolution, natural sources, including volcanoes, forest fires, and seismic activities, were regarded as the distinct sources of greenhouse gases (GHGs) such as CO2, CH4, N2O, and H2O into the atmosphere (Murshed2022). United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) struck a major agreement to tackle climate change and accelerate and intensify the actions and investments required for a sustainable low-carbon future at the Conference of the Parties (COP-21) in Paris on December 12, 2015. 
The Paris Agreement expands on the Convention by bringing all nations together for the first time in a single cause to undertake ambitious measures to prevent climate change and adapt to its impacts, with increased funding to assist developing countries in doing so. As so, it marks a turning point in the global climate fight. The core goal of the Paris Agreement is to improve the global response to the threat of climate change by keeping the global temperature rise this century well below 2 °C over pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C (Sharma,2020;  Chien et al.2021. The main greenhouse gases that are causing climate change include carbon dioxide and methane. These come from using gasoline for driving a car or coal for heating a building, for example. Clearing land and cutting down forests can also release carbon dioxide. Agriculture, oil, and gas operations are major sources of methane emissions. Energy, industry, transport, buildings, agriculture, and land use are among themain sectorscausing greenhouse gases.   
2.5 Food Security  
Food security is a flexible concept as reflected by the many attempts to define it in research and policy usage. The concept of food security originated some 50 years ago, at a time of global food crises in the early 1970s. Even two decades ago, there were about 200 definitions for food security in published writings (Maxwell, 2018), showing the contextual dependent features of the definition. The current widely accepted definition of food security came from the Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO) annual report on food security "The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2001": 
Food security is a situation that exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life. The last revision to this definition happened at the 2009 World Summit on Food Security which added a fourth dimension – stability – as the short-term time indicator of the ability of food systems to withstand shocks, whether natural or man-made (FAO, 2022).  
In an attempt to bring more unity to the complexity of the concept of food security, a redefinition of food security was conducted through international consultations in preparation for the World Food Summit held in 1996 (Shaw, 2007), reflecting the complex interaction among, and between, individual, household, even to the global level. Food security, at all different levels, is achieved "when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life" (FAO, 2022). 
In the mid-1990s, as the term "food security" evolved, the terms "nutrition security" and "food and nutrition security" also emerged. Food security is then considered as a subset of "food security and nutrition". The next development of the definition of food security was redefined further in "The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2001" by adding the social emphasis as cited above. It was recognized that addressing poverty is necessary but not alone sufficient to achieve this goal (FAO, WFP, and IFAD, 2012). Then at the 2009 World Summit on Food Security, the last official revision added the fourth dimension of stability to the concept of food security (FAO, 2009). 
More recently it has been suggested that sustainability be added as a fifth dimension to encompass the long-term time dimension (Berry et al., 2015). Lack of food means poverty (Musa, Magaji, Eke, Abdulmalik, 2022; Musa & Yahaya, 2018; Magaji, Musa & Salisu, 2022) Four dimensions of food security have been identified according to the definition (FAO, 2008). 1) Availability of food produced locally and imported from abroad. 
2) Accessibility. The food can reach the consumer (transportation infrastructure) and the latter has enough money for purchase. To such physical and economic accessibility is added Socio-cultural access to ensure that the food is culturally acceptable and that social protection nets exist to help the less fortunate. 
3) Utilization. The individual must be able to eat adequate amounts both in quantity and quality to live a healthy and full life to realize his or her potential. Food and water must be safe and clean, and thus adequate water and sanitation are also involved at this level. A person must also be physically healthy to be able to digest and utilize the food consumed. 
4) The fourth domain of Stability deals with the ability of the nation/community/(household) person to withstand shocks to the food chain system whether caused by natural disasters (climate, earthquakes) or those that are man-made (wars, economic crises). Thus, it may be seen that food security exists at several levels. Availability - National; Accessibility – Household; Utilization – Individual; Stability – may be considered as a time dimension that affects all the levels. All four of these dimensions must be intact for full food security. More recent developments emphasize the importance of sustainability, which may be considered as the long-term time (fifth) dimension of food security. Sustainability involves indicators at a supra-national/regional level of ecology, biodiversity, and climate change, as well as socio-cultural and economic factors (Berry et al., 2015). These will affect the food security of future generation  












CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Study Area 
The study was carried out in Kwara State. Kwara State is a state of harmony it has 16 local government responsible for the formulation and implementation of government policies on agriculture in the state. The development and expansion of agricultural potentials to ensure food security create wealth, employment and provide raw materials for industries and produce for domestic consumption and export. The Ministry is also responsible for clearing and cultivation of farm land including irrigation and land reclamation. Dissemination of data collected in relation to agriculture to individuals (student, researchers) and institution such as University and Central Bank of Nigeria. The provision of enabling environment for peasant farmers and citizens to engage profitably in mechanized agriculture and promote all-season farming. In addition to the above, you will find attached useful relevant documents that provide additional information on the mandates of the Ministry, its departments and agencies.   
3.2 Study population
The population of the study consists of farmers in Ilorin East LGA of Kwara State. 

3.3 Sampling procedure and sample size  
A three staged random sampling procedure was employed in carrying out this study. The first stage involved the selection of purposive selection of Ilorin East Local Government Area of kwara State. Second stage involved selection ten (10) communities from the LGA, While, the third stage involved the selection of fifteen (15) farmers from each communities. This gave a total number of one hundred and fifty (150) respondents.
3.4 Instrument for data collection
Primary data for this study was collected using structured questionnaire using English language in its simplest form. The questionnaire was divided into three (3) sections. Section A was sectioned to gathered information about the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents, Section B is to elicit information on the Level of the Awareness of Farmers on the Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area, while Section C considered Perception of Farmers on the Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area.
3.5 Validity and Reliability of the instrument
The instrument for data collection was subjected to close examination by experts in the field of agricultural extension for both face and content Validity. While the test-retest method was used to check for the reliability after the instrument was administered to an entirely different group of people outside the study's respondent. 
3.6 Data Analysis Technique
Data collected for this study was analyzed using both descriptive (mean, median, mode, standard deviation) and inferential (Pearson’s correlation coefficient) statistics was used to test the hypothesis of the study.
3.7 Measurement of variables
For the study, the dependent and independent variables was measured as follows: 
Age: The actual age of the respondent was taken in years. 
Marital status: Respondents were asked to indicate their marital status and was coded as single =1, married =2 ,widowed=3, separated =4 
Educational level: Respondent were ask to indicate their educational level and was coded as: Non formal education=1, Primary = 2, Secondary =3, Tertiary=4. 
Household size: respondent were ask to state the numbers of individual living under the same roof and feeding from the same pot with them Years of experience: Respondent were asked what is the Impacts of climate change Secondary occupation: Respondent were asked to state their secondary occupation and was scored accordingly as :civil servant =2, farmers=5 Membership of Association: respondent will asked to indicate the kinds of association they belong to and was measured as: social group =2, marketers association=4. Average monthly income: Respondent will ask to state their monthly average income in naira 
Dependent Variable: The dependent variable for this study is the impacts of climate change on Agriculture productivity and farmer livelihood in Kwara State, was measured using a five point. Strongly agree – 5, Agree – 4, Undecided -3, Disagree- 2, strongly disagree- 1 















CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 socio-economic characteristics of the respondents			(N = 150)
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Sex
	
	

	Male
	58
	38.7%

	Female
	92
	61.3%

	Total 
	150
	100.0%

	Marital status
	
	

	Single
	54
	36.0%

	Married 
	75
	50.0%

	Widow
	11
	7.3%

	Separated
	10
	6.7%

	Total 
	150
	100%

	Age 
	
	

	30 – 39 years
	32
	48.7%

	40 – 49 years
	45
	30.0%

	50 years above
	73
	21.3%

	Total 
	150
	100%

	Level of education 
	
	

	Non-formal Education
	44
	29.3%

	Primary Education 
	36
	24.0%

	Secondary Education
	50
	33.3%

	Tertiary Education
	20
	13.3%

	Total 
	150
	100%

	Access to Extension Service 
	
	

	Yes 
	90
	60.0%

	No 
	60
	40.0%

	Total 
	150
	100%



Table 4.1 shows the socioeconomic distribution of respondents and provides an overview of the characteristics of the 150 respondents in the study, offering insights into the gender distribution, age groups, educational qualifications, years of education, and access to extension services. This section analyzes the findings and relates them to existing literature. In respects to gender distribution in the sample shows that (38.7%) of the respondents are male, while (61.3%) are female. This distribution reflects a male majority in the sample. In many agricultural studies, gender disparities are commonly observed, with men often being more engaged in farming activities. According to FAO (2011), women make up a significant portion of the agricultural workforce in developing countries but often have limited access to resources and extension services. More so, the age distribution reveals that (21.3%) of respondents are aged between 30 and 39 years, (48.7%) fall within the 40-49 age group, and (30.0%) are aged 50-59 years. The dominance of respondents in the 30-39 age groups suggests a relatively younger population participating in the study. Younger farmers might have different perspectives and adaptation strategies for climate change, as highlighted in studies like Sova et al. (2017).  Meanwhile, this data shows that (13.3%) of respondents have tertiary education, (33.3%) have secondary education, (24.0%) have primary education, and (29.3%) have no formal education. This variation in educational backgrounds is consistent with the findings of Tesfaye et al. (2020), which emphasize the importance of considering farmers' educational levels when examining their climate change awareness and adaptation. (60.0%) have access to extension services, while (40%) have no access to credit.  Access to these services is vital for farmers' awareness of climate change and their capacity to implement adaptation measures (Pandey et al., 2018).  It can be deduced from this study that the demographic characteristics of the study's respondents reveal a varied sample with implications for climate change awareness, adaptation practices, and vulnerability. The literature supports the idea that factors such as gender, education, age, marital status, and access to resources play a crucial role in shaping farmers’ responses to climate change challenges. This is in line with the findings of Béné et al (2016) who stipulated that socioeconomic characters are contributing factors to farmers’ awareness, level of perception and strategies adopted to mitigate the effect of climate change on food security. These findings highlight the need for tailored interventions to enhance climate resilience among diverse farmer groups based on their socioeconomics characteristics in the study area.
4.2 Distribution of respondents by Awareness of Farmers on the Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area. 
	S/N
	Item
	Strongly Agreed (%)
	Agreed (%)
	Undecided (%)
	Disagreed (%)
	Strongly disagreed (%)
	Mean

	1
	I have high information and awareness about climate change
	56(37.3)
	34(22.7)
	24(16.0)
	10(6.7)
	26(17.3)
	2.14

	2
	I know about the effects of climate change
	60(40.0)
	26(17.3)
	24(16.0)
	15(10.0)
	25(16.7)
	1.55

	3
	I know about the effects of climate change on food security
	70(46.7)
	35(23.3)
	26(17.3)
	19(12.7)
	-
	2.40

	4
	I know about food security and its effects on the society  
	82(54.5)
	30(20.0)
	12(8.0)
	26(17.3)
	-
	2.16

	5
	I know about the relationship between food security and climate change
	80(53.3)
	32(21.3)
	38(25.3)
	-
	-
	2.26

	6
	I have observed changes in agricultural productivity in my region in the past decade
	32(21.3)
	50(33.3)
	30(20.0)
	12(8.0)
	26(17.3)
	1.29

	7
	I have personally experienced changes on my farm as caused by climate change
	60(40.0)
	40(26.7)
	15(10.0)
	20(13.3)
	15(10.0)
	1.19


Source: Field survey, 2025

Table 4.2 presents result on farmers’ awareness and understanding of climate change in Ilorin East Local Government Area. The responses are categorized into "Strongly Agree," "Agree," "Neutral," "Disagree," and "Strongly Disagree," along with the mean values for each item. This section provides an analysis of the findings in the table and connects them to relevant literature. The data reveal that a substantial proportion of farmers have a high level of awareness about climate change, with (37.3%) strongly agreeing that they have high information and awareness about climate change. This finding aligns with the idea that awareness is a crucial factor in climate change adaptation (Alem et al., 2017). Farmers who are aware of climate change are more likely to recognize its impact on their farming practices and food security. Also, the second item indicates that (40.0%) of farmers strongly agreed that they know about the impacts of climate change, but (10.0%) disagreed and (16.7%) strongly disagree. This mixed response reflects a gap in understanding among some farmers. Research by Deressa et al. (2009) emphasizes that understanding the specific impacts of climate change is essential for implementing effective adaptation measures.  More so, the result shows that a significant portion of respondents (46.7%) strongly agree that they know about the impacts of climate change on food security, while (23.3%) agreed. This high level of awareness is a positive sign, as food security is a critical concern linked to climate change in many regions (Béné et al., 2016). Farmers who are aware of this relationship are more likely to adopt practices that enhance food security. Similarly, (54.5%) of farmers strongly agree, and (20.0%) agree that they know about food security and its impacts on society. This awareness can be seen as an important step toward addressing food security challenges that may arise due to climate change (Wheeler & von Braun, 2013). The result also indicates that (53.3%) of farmers strongly agree, and (21.3%) agree that they are aware of the relationship between food security and climate change. Understanding this relationship is critical for building resilience and sustainable food systems in the face of climate challenges (Lipper et al., 2014).  And around (51.0%) of farmers either strongly agree or agree that they have observed changes in agricultural productivity in their region over the past decade. This observation aligns with the findings of several studies (Sova et al., 2017) that suggest climate change impacts are becoming increasingly visible in agricultural practices. Meanwhile, the data reveal that (40.0%) of farmers strongly agree and (26.7%) agree that they have personally experienced changes on their farm as caused by climate change. These findings are consistent with the idea that personal experiences often drive farmers to adapt to climate change (Adger et al., 2003).  The result of this table indicates a generally positive level of awareness and understanding of climate change among farmers in Ibadan North Local Government. However, some variability exists, particularly in the understanding of specific climate change impacts.

4.3 Distribution of respondents by perceived Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area.
	S/N
	Item
	Increased yields
	Moderate yields
	Decreased yields
	No noticeable impact

	1
	How has climate change affected your crop yields in  
	30(20.0%)
	40(26.7%)
	60(40.0%)
	20(13.3%)

	2
	How has climate change influenced your access to food resources (e.g., market availability, affordability)?
	30(20.0%)
	40(26.7%)
	20(13.3)
	60(40.0%)









	S/N
	ITEM
	YES
	NO

	1
	In your opinion, has climate change affected the weather patterns in your area?
	90(60.0%)
	60(40.0%)

	2
	Have you observed any changes in food availability in your  community due to climate
	98(65.3%)
	52(34.7%)

	3
	Do you believe that climate change has had an impact on food security?
	90(60.0%)
	60(40.0%)



Table 4.3 presents the perceptions of farmers in the study area regarding the effects of climate change on food security. The data show that (40.0%) of farmers perceive that climate change has decreased their crop yields, while (26.0%) report moderate decreases. This finding is consistent with the work of (Lobell et al., 2011), which suggests that changing weather patterns and increased extreme events, such as droughts and floods, can lead to reduced crop yields. This aligns with the understanding that changes in climate can affect market availability and affordability of food resources, particularly for vulnerable communities (Hassan & Nhemachena, 2008). These findings highlight the multifaceted nature of food security, encompassing not only production but also accessibility and affordability. And a substantial (60.0%) of farmers perceive that climate change has affected weather patterns in their area. Changes in weather patterns can lead to unpredictable growing seasons and increased risks, which have been reported in studies on climate change impacts on agriculture (Deressa et al., 2009).  An overwhelming (65.0%) of farmers have observed changes in food availability in their community due to climate change. This finding underscores the interconnectedness of local food systems with climate patterns. Similar results were reported in studies conducted by Tschakert et al. (2010) and Smit & Wandel (2006), which highlighted the impact of climate change on food availability in vulnerable regions.  The result indicates that (60.0%) of farmers believe that climate change has had an impact on their nutritional well-being. This perception is supported by studies linking climate change to food security and nutritional challenges, especially in regions where diets are heavily dependent on local agriculture (Grace et al., 2018).   The result from this finding reflects farmers’ perceptions of climate change’s impacts on food security, crop yields, and food availability in the study area. These perceptions align with the findings which emphasizes the vulnerability of agricultural systems and food security to climate change (Poudel et al (2017). Farmers’ recognition of these challenges is a critical step toward implementing adaptive measures and building resilience in the face of climate-related threats.









CHAPTER FIVE
5.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 Summary of major findings
From the findings of this study, it can be deduced that Farmers in the study area exhibit a high level of awareness and understanding of climate change and its effect on food security. This is because they are well-informed about the impacts of climate change and its link to food security. Informed farmers are better equipped to make decisions and adapt to climate change challenges. However, climate change has led to reduced crop yields and altered weather patterns. Access to food resources, including market availability and affordability was also affected. Nutritional wellbeing is perceived to be impacted, raising concerns about food security. Farmers over the years have proactively implementing adaptation practices, including climate-smart agriculture and crop and livestock insurance to reduce the effect of climate change on food security in the study area.						
5.2 Conclusion									
Farmers in the study area are well-prepared to face climate change challenges, emphasizing the need for informed decision-making. Climate change has substantial and multifaceted effects on food security, necessitating adaptive strategies and policies. Farmers on their own were able to adopt some coping strategies that were able to reduce the adverse effect of climate change on food security. The proactive engagement of farmers and effective government support offer promising pathways to strengthen the agricultural sector and ensure long term food security.
5.3 Recommendations	
Based on results of this study, the following recommendations were made;	
i. Encourage continuous education and awareness programs for farmers to enhance their understanding of climate change and its impacts on food security. These programs can be conducted through community-based initiatives and should focus on practical adaptation strategies. 
ii. Government agencies and agricultural institutions should maintain and improve their support systems for farmers. This includes ensuring the accessibility of resources and services for climate change adaptation, Invest in research and development efforts to identify region-specific climate-smart agricultural practices that can further strengthen farmers' resilience to climate change. 
iii. In order to fully engaged the active youths faced by the climate change challenges, there is the need to explore alternative income streams such as agro-tourism, value-added products, or community supported agriculture (CSA) to buffer against crop losses and market fluctuations caused by climate change. 
iv. Farmers should engage in other additional means of income generation to improve their food security status and reduce the impact of climate change, Strengthen farm infrastructure against extreme weather events by investing in resilient structures, such as greenhouse technology for protected cultivation or flood-resistant crop storage facilities.
v.  Foster community-based initiatives to share knowledge and best practices among farmers, allowing them to learn from one another's experiences and successes and;
vi.  Government and various agro-innovative institutions should intensify extension programmes and services which will in turn reduce the effect of climate change on food security.   
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONNAIRE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGY, INSTITUTE OF APPLIED SCIENCE, KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC ILORIN, NIGERIA
Dear Respondents,
This questionnaire is titled “Impact of climate change on Agriculture productivity and farmer livelihood in Ilorin East LGA of Kwara State.  I am hoping to have a few minutes of your time to fill out this questionnaire. Please place a tick ( ) mark on the box for your response. Please tell me if you have any other questions about the research or in how to fill in the questionnaire. On completion, please just hand back the form to me. I have not asked for any personal details as I want to keep the responses anonymous. The results of the, questionnaire will be kept confidential and will only be made available to those directly involved in the research. 
Profile of Respondent
Section A: Socioeconomic Characteristics of respondents
1. Name of village/town………………………………………………………………….
1. What is your educational qualification? a. Non-formal education (  ), b. primary (   )
c. secondary (    ), d. tertiary (   )
1. Sex:  a. Male (   )		b. Female (   )
1. Marital status: a. Married (   )  b. Otherwise  
1. What is your age? a.30 – 39 years (   ) . b. 40 – 49 years (   ), c. 50 – 59 (    ) years
1. Household size:   ………………………… in number
1. Year of farming experience …………………………
1. Access to extension services  a. Yes (    ), b. No (   )
1. Farm size…………………………acre/hectare
1. Access to credit facility a. Yes (   ), b. No (   )







Section B: Level of the Awareness of Farmers on the Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area.  

	S/N
	Item
	Strongly Agreed (%)
	Agreed
	Undecided 
	Disagreed
	Strongly disagreed

	1
	I have high information and awareness about climate change
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I know about the effects of climate change
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	I know about the effects of climate change on food security
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	I know about food security and its effects on the society  
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	I know about the relationship between food security and climate change
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	I have observed changes in agricultural productivity in my region in the past decade
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	I have personally experienced changes on my farm as caused by climate change
	
	
	
	
	



Section C: Perception of Farmers on the Effect of Climate Change on Food Security in the Study Area.
	S/N
	Item
	Increased yields
	Moderate yields
	Decreased yields
	No noticeable impact

	1
	How has climate change affected your crop yields in  
	
	
	
	

	2
	How has climate change influenced your access to food resources (e.g., market availability, affordability)?
	
	
	
	

	3
	In your opinion, has climate change affected the weather patterns in your area?
	
	
	
	

	4
	Have you observed any changes in food availability in your  community due to climate
	
	
	
	

	5
	Do you believe that climate change has had an impact on food security?
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