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ABSTRACT
The research work tends to study the practicing of religion among the students of higher learning. This arose as a result of the strange behavior display by the students in the school. The result of the analysis shows that initial observed value was 88% for the students practicing their religion practice while 12% do not practice their faith. As the transition progress( moving from one class to another with respect to time), the transition values changes for both and later became stable at the given time of (X2, X3, X4…….X8 ) such that the future state for both state now become 90% and 10% for students practicing their religion and those not practicing .
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0	INTRODUCTION
Religion is a social-cultural system of designated behavior and practices, morals, worldviews, texts, sanctified places, prophecies, ethics, or org\anization, that relates humanity to supernatural, transcendental, or spiritual element. However, there is no scholarly consensus over what precisely constitutes a religion.
Different religion may or may not contain various elements ranging from the divine, sacred things, faith, a supernatural being or supernatural beings or some sort of intimacy and transcendence that will provide norms and power for the rest of life. Religion practices may include rituals, sermons commemoration or veneration (of deities and/or saints), sacrifices, festivals, feasts, trances, initiations, funerary services, matrimonial services, meditation, prayer, music, art, dance, public service, or other aspects of human culture. Religion have sacred histories and narratives, which may be preserved in sacred scriptures, and symbolic stories, which are sometimes said by follower to be true, that have the side purpose of explaining the origin of life, the universe, and other things. Traditionally, faith, in addition to reason, has been considered a source of religious beliefs.
There are an estimated 10,000 distinct religions worldwide. About 84% of the world’s population is affiliated with Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or some form of folk religion. The religiously unaffiliated demographic includes those who do not identify with any particular religion, atheists, and agnostics. While the religiously unaffiliated have grown globally, many of the religiously unaffiliated still have various religious beliefs.
The study of religion encompasses a wide variety of academic discipline, including theology comparative religion and social scientific studies. Theories of religion offer various explanations for the origins and working of religion, including the ontological foundation of religious being and belief.
Religion certainly is a difficult world to define. To attempt is define it is to embark on an almost impossible task. This is because there are no two persons or authors with exactly the same concept of God and religion. In other words, as Nwahaghi (1998) put it “A simple comprehensive definition of religion cannot be attained because of the complex nature of religion. He reiterates that the objects that religion deal with are not subjected to empirical observation. These religious objects are believed to be conceived in different ways by different people. This difficulty apart, Metuh (1987) sustains that “The study of religion attracts people with various interest as theologians, anthropologist, sociologist, psychologist, economists, historians etc. each of them sees it from different perspective”. Added to this is the fact that, the expression of religion always varies from religion to religion as a result of different beliefs and practices. All these put together compounds the problem to achieving a single universally acceptable definition of religion.
However, different opinions hold that religion is an organized system of belief, ceremonies, practices and worship that centre on one supreme being called god, or the Deity (Watkins &Watkins 1992). Interestingly, it is equally discovered that almost all people who follow some form of religion believe that a divine power created the world and influences their lives. In summary, religion seems to be understood briefly as an expression of faith and belief. It is said to be the conscious and sub-conscious response to the ultimate source of existence referred to as God in whichever name or language (Kitause 2012). To cap it up, Metuh (1992) asserts that “Religion is an institutionalized system of symbols, beliefs, values, and practices focused on the relationship between God  and man, and between men living in society”
Taken in that sense, it is remarked that the notion of “Religion’ is different from that of ‘A religion’. Uka (1990) in expatiating on this expresses that:
‘Religion deals with question of human existence  that is deep and serious such as: why do men suffer? Why does anything exist at all? What lies beyond death?... ‘A religion’ has to do with what a particular religious group does or believes. For example, why do Muslims go on pilgrimage to Mecca? Who do Christian celebrate the Holy Communion? What we call religion today refers to religions such as Islam, Christianity, African traditional religion, Judaism, hindusim, Confucianism, Shintoism and the like. These religions are a people’s belief system through which they interpret and relate to the visible and invisible world around them.

1.1	RELIGION IN PRE CHRISTIAN AND PRE ISLAMIC NIGERIA
Modern scholarship now recognizes that a concept of God as a supreme being and creator is virtually universal in traditional Africa (Olowola `1993, p,11).  Africans, particularly Nigerians knew about God long before the advent of Christianity and Islam to Nigeria. In fact, there was in existence an indigenous religion of the native. The fact remain undisputable that these foreign religions did not come to meet a vacuum  in Nigeria. There were evidences of already existing culture and philosophies of the aborigines, whose room are traceable to their religion. How did it happen?
According to Olusegun & Akin (1992) prehistoric religions arose as a result of mysteries and incomprehension that pervaded certain events and aspect of human life. It is believed that pre historic people probably interpreted supernatural occurrences and credited supernatural powers greater than themselves. This made them to have either consciously or unconsciously developed or directed their indigenous religious activities on the most important elements of their existence such as combating their fears and ensuring their corporate existence and prosperity. This equally probably explains the reasons ancient people observed libation by pouring wine and placing foods, ornaments and tools in graves in order to maintain close proximity with the deceased and the unseen world (Kitause 201; Erivwo 1985).
It is said that “The traditional religion of Nigeria is the richest heritage which the forebears of Nigeria have handed don to their children” (Nwahaghi 1998, p.10). History has it that in the past, in Nigeria, the dominant religion was the traditional religion popular known as African traditional religion. According to Ekeopara (1996), the term African traditional religion refers to the religious beliefs and practices of the Africans. It is traditional and indigenous to Africa. It could be called the native religion of the African is not localized. It is also believed not to only restrict itself to African  and Africans alone, but is said to be opened to all races of the world. The word Africa, it is stressed, merely describes the geographical location where ATR is dominant. This indigenous religion is what Nigerians have been practicing long before the advert of Christianity and Islam. It is religions that has permeated all aspect of their life as Africans.
Speaking about the religiosity of Nigerians especially that of the Igbo, Onwurah (1990) confirms that “The Igbo person is very religious and does not know how to live without religions he or she eat religiously, drinks religiously, sneezes religiously. Religion is part of the whole life (p. 287). This is likely to be what Mbiti  (1969) meant when he says that “where the African is, there is his religion” (p.3). To idowu (1996), African including

1.2	ARRIVAL OF ISLAM IN NIGERIA
Islam penetrated Nigeria through Northern part of her borders. It came to Northern Nigeria about five or six hundred years before Christianity (Metuh 1985). History has shown that Islam arrive Nigeria sometime between 1000AD and 1100 A.D (Enwerem 1995). The first town of contact was Bornu in the North-Eastern Nigeria before it overlook the entire Hausa States between 14th and 15th Centuries (Trimingham 1962).
Initially, Islam was propagated only among city dweller and was chiefly patronized by the upper class for economic, social an political reasons (Ekeopara, 1996). It was not until the time of Uthman Dan Fodio’s Jihad that Islam spread to ever nook and cranny of Northern Nigeria and was forced upon the people. In his studies, Ekeopara (1996) observes that.
From 19750 AD, Islam in Nigeria entered into a new phase. It became militant and intolerant of the traditional religious system. By this time, Muslim were no more satisfied with receiving tributes. They were now bent on wiping out all associations of pagan custom with Islam. The infidels or unbelievers were forcefully converted by the military might of the Jihadist and not through preaching.(p.12).
Historical evidence shows that upon capturing a place, the jihadists immediately introduced Islamic system of law and government in order to cement their stronghold in the religion.

1.3	SIGNIFICANT OF STUDY
Religion a social-cultural system of designed behaviors and practices play a strong part/functions in human life. Religion show how human being behave and it entire way of life. The practice of religion, vary from one group to another. In the course of the practice people either transit from one form of act of practice to another. Some are very active while some are non. Hence, the study is a significant one in sense that, it will examine the transition behavior of people respect to their practice.

1.4	SCOPE OF STUDY
Since practicing religion  this affect almost everybody it as no respect for sex, tribe or academic status. Therefore, the study covers all people who practice religion/faithful people in particular, students in the campus. This will help to a certain there transition behavior and their state on religion.

1.5	LIMITATION OF STUDY
In the course of the study, there are a lot of challenges/constraints face from the design of the work to analysis. Some of the limitation include access to data, non-respond, privacy on religion state and time and resources allocated for the research.

1.6	AIM & OBJECTIVE
The general aim of the research work is to study the transition behavior of the state of religion practice 
Specific
· To examine the transition
· To study the state
· To study the future


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	INTRODUCTION
Religion is a cultural phenomenon, as such, it has played dominant role in the socio-political organization of man though out the course of history. As an  institution, it has served to meet certain needs within the society.
It is within the context of the destructive use of religion in the history of several nations that the paper focuses on Nigeria. Without doubt, the greatest threat to peaceful coexistence, economic and political development as well as national security has always been religious conflict. Nigeria is a country where Christianity and Islam enjoy large fellowship. As such, the country has been divided into two religious camps. It is often claimed that Nigeria has about 180 million people and about half (90 million) are Muslim while the remaining percentage are either Christianity or traditionalist. Thus it is interesting to note that these two religious bodies (Christianity and Islam) are always competing with each other for religious space. Unfortunately, the political class did not hesitate to wrongly use them to gain both political and economic conflict becomes inevitable.
Suffice is to say that the wrong use of religion has resulted to wanto destruction of lives and property. During violent religious conflicts, many people have been killed, maimed and wounded. There have also been wide spread disruption of economic activities with negative effects on productivity. Hundreds of churches and mosques, hotels and other related business as well as vehicles, private homes etc, have been destroyed. In fact, violent religious conflicts create an atmosphere of national insecurity and uncertainty which are inimical to economic growth and development. This is because no investors (both local and foreign) would be averse to investments.
This study aimed at examining the current status of Islamic studies as a result of the review of its curriculum and the attendant criticism: The problem could been traced to the two pronouncements made in resolution to the institutionalization of religion and national value (RNV), a revised version of 9 year basic curriculum. After a while, the senate again ordered that religious studies be separated from RNV and be taught as standalone subject. The absence of coherence in the two pronouncement led to the enquires that: which Islamic studies curriculum is currently in use; has Islamic studies been accorded the pronounced position as a standalone subject both in teaching and assessment and; has the separated copy of Islamic Studies curriculum been made available for implementation as well as the content? Data were gathered from Islamic studies teachers randomly selected from the six education districts, the districts and Nigerian educational research and development council (NERDC) officials, all in Lagos State, through a modified Polar-Question type questionnaire and a structured interview schedule. Qualitative data analysis was employed. The results obtained showed a manifestation of policy summersault, most schools implemented RNV curriculum in teaching and assessment were done following 25 percent format of RNV; Islamic studies is yet to be an autonomous subjects in term of assessment; and it is yet to be separated from RNV curriculum. Consequently, necessary recommendation were made (Adedeji&Rahman 2019).
The economic activities of the Anglican Mission in the major geo-political zones  of Nigeria are well documented by the writings of many Church historians. However, it is observed  that such writing have little or nothing to say about Christianity in Nupe land and the economic contributions of the Anglican Church Communion to the growth and development of Nupe Land. A study of the economic activities to the Anglican church in Nupeland is considered essential since the church is noted to be the pioneer Christian mission in Nupeland. This study is also necessary to examine the little growth and expansion of the Anglican mission in Nupeland. The research methods used in this study were historical and descriptive where the historical accounts of Nupeland and the activities of the Anglican church were considered and analyzed. Hence, this study examined the economic impacts which the Anglican church has made in Nupeland since its inception. Such impacts include women empowerment through the acquisition of skills, increased production and processing of rice, beniseed and other crops, practice of animal husbandry, establishment of micro finance banks which promotes commercial activities  through the granting of credit facilities. Acquisition of skills in building technology and the large turnout from mission schools has provided an adequate workforce within Nigeria and beyond. Therefore, the paper concluded on the not that the activities of the Anglican Communion is not obscure in Nupeland and the economic activities of that mission has contributed to the growth and development of that society despite the slow growth rate of Christianity in that region. (Adeyeye, 2019)
The study is an attempt to examine the perennial incident of religious crises in Nigeria which is ever on the increase, claiming hundreds of lives, destroying properties worth millions of naira. The colossal lose to violent religious conflicts in Nigeria did not end with loss of lives and properties. In fact, its attendant effects on peaceful co-existence, political stability and socio-economic development is beyond comprehension. Hardly can one speak of progress in Nigeria when our social, political, economic and religious systems fail to maintain at least a minimum level  of social decorum. At the same time, sustainable and lasting religious peace across the nation have been aborted times without number owing to the recurrent cases of religious conflicts. As those religious conflicts linger on,  district and suspicion became the order of the day, more especially between the adherents of Islam and Christianity in Nigeria. Though, there are records of occasional conflicts between African traditional religion and other religions for a number of reasons. These may include superiority complex, that is, claim of superiority by both Islamic and Christianity over the African traditional religion and culture, disregard and contempt for African traditional religion and institution. The paper, therefore, gave an overview of the general concept of conflicts, causes of conflict in Nigeria as well as implications of conflicts in Nigeria. Historian method was adopted. The work recommended among other things that conscious effors should be made by the adherent of Islam and Christianity in Nigeria to build bridges of religious understanding and religious respect. And to emulate the adherents of African traditional religion (ATR) that are more tolerant, and tolerance as a virtue is recommended in conflict management.(Paul 2019)
The phenomenon of religion is assuming an alarming proportion in the 21st century with the three Nigerian cardinal religions competing for pre-eminence and supremacy as seen in the religious behaviours of the various religious adherents in Nigeria. The article is crafted using phenomenological and historical analytical method. It unravels the fact that there is at the moment a very bright prospect for the survival of African  traditional recognizable religions. This is anchored on the fact that there are still some compromises among the major religions in Nigeria. The paper  submits that it is needful that all the spirited stakeholders of the various religions in Nigeria create an  avenue for meaningful dialogue in order to checkmate the monster of religious intolerance, insensitivity, self-will and fanaticism to paving  way for peaceful coexistence and sustainable national development in Nigeria (Kitause&Achunike 2013)

RELIGION IN THE PRESENT NIGERIA
Religion is a relevant phenomenon that has been finally consolidated in Nigeria in the 20th century which entered into the 21st century on a rising tide off fundamentalism. Twentieth century as a matter of fact is very significant in several way. According to Schreck (2011) globally: “In 1900, automobiles were novelties, owned only by a few, airplanes, and television did not exist; and there were few of the modern conveniences, like telephone service, that many people enjoy today” (p. 107). It was not until the mid-20th century that great advancement in technology and science occurred. The era presents Christianity, Islam and ATR with the greatest challenges and the greatest opportunities (Towns. 1971). Using modern technology and methods of evangelism, most  religions especially Christianity advanced forcibly and over spread the whole globe.
In Nigeria for instance, 20th century was an epoch of fruitfulness for the Catholics and the protestant missions. They became interdenominational in character and aimed at setting up indigenous churches everywhere in Nigeria. According to Hankss (1998), in the 20th century, different mission bodies seriously evangelized and “Founder schools and colleges, opened clinics and hospitals, introduced more advanced method of farming, reduced the native language to writing and began translating the Bible” (p. 280).
Nigeria certainly is a large nation, populated perhaps, with over 400 different multi-ethnic nationalities (Salawu, 2010). According to Onaiyeka (2012). Nigeria take their religion seriously. This is because African indigenous religion had been part of them from birth. 


CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0	INTRODUCTION
This chapter deals with method of collection of data and its analysis. The use of Markov Chain was applied in the course of the project work.

3.1	SAMPLE SIZE
The sample size estimation was obtained through the use of choice of population (percentage). The guide of error was also looked at using 5% the sample estimate was obtained through the below


Where P = percentage sample size used

3.2	SOURCE OF DATA COLLECTION
The source of data used in this project is a primary data collected through the use of interview. The population are students of Institute Of Applied Science (IAS), Institute of Environmental Studies (I.E.S)

3.3	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
The use of stochastic process was employed in the  analysis which involves Markov Chain.



3.4	STOCHASTIC PROCESS

A stochastic process is a collection of ofa.r.v index by the set T, this can also be defined as any system that develop in time or space in accordance with probability law. Stochastic process belong to the family of probability theory which is the measure of random phenomenon.

3.5	MARKOV CHAIN
A discrete parameter stochastic process [X(t), t=1, 2, ………n] is said to be Markov chain or any set of n-time point t1<t2……………<tn. the conditional distribution of X(tn) is given as 


The stochastic process X=[Xn;neN] is called a markov chain provided that 


A Markov chain is a discrete space, Markov process which is completely characterized by the above probability which is the probability of being in state j given that you are presently in state i irrespective of state(s) you are before

STATE SPACE
The state space is the set of all possible values of a random variables which are consider in this research work, there are two types of state space (s), and these are 



SS 	=	[practice religion 		Do not practice religion]
	=	[      Yes						No		]	
Xt = (X1, X2)



                Now 


Where
nyy= number of students only practice their faith before and now.
nyn= number of student who practice before but no do not 
nny = number of student who do not practice his/her faith before but presently practice it
nnn = number of student who do not practice at all.

TRANSITION PROBABILITY MATRIX
The probability (Pij) is a transition probability which is obtained by




Where Pij is the probability of being is state j, given that you are in state i with the following properties 


Where the step is defined as number if trial(s) 

3.6	CHAPMAN KOLMOGOROV EQUATION


The chapman Kolmogorov equation provides a method for the computation f n step transition probability for any k(0kn) equation as thus



CLASSIFICATION OF STATE

Accessible state: a state j is said to be accessible from I for some n


Communication State: A state i and j is said to communicate if each is accessible from each other (i-j)


Transient State: A state of transient state if . Once the state is left the chance of returning is less than one. The state can only be visited by finite number of time.

Absorbing State: A state i is absorbing state if once entered cannot leave the state i.e closed set consists of a single state.



Recurrent State: A state is recurrent state if starting initially from (Xo = i) if the chance of returning to state i is the probability one i.e. The state can be visited infinite number of time as 

Statistical Equilibrium

Let 

Where 

Define 




CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0	INTRODUCTION
This chapter present the data and the analysis employed on the data including the methodology.
The data analysis was done through the aid of Microsoft package (En-canta)

4.1	METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
The data was obtained from a primary source using interview method. A simple random sample of eighty nine (89) data was collected (see appendix)

4.2	DATA ANALYSIS
The use of Markov Chain was employed in the analysis using Ms-Encarata for the algebra calculation. The result of the analysis is display below in matrix form.
The state of study was
SS 	=	[practice religion 		Do not practice religion]
	=	[      Yes			.			No		]	









The initial state was

 (Yes 88%,	No 12%)
Where 


Pij		Pij			Pij		Pij

And the other calculated state in rv is given as

=( 90% , 10%)

=( 90% , 10%)

=( 90% , 10%)

=( 90% , 10%)

=( 90% , 10%)

4.2.1	GRAPHICAL DISPLAY



4.2.2	RESULTS INTERPRETATION
The result obtain from the analysis indicate that the initial given state was 88% for the students practice their religion while 12% did not. But as the time changes from i.e X2, X3, X4………. the proportion on students practicing their religion improved from those who do not practice their faith (90% and 10%).


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, FINDINGS, CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

5.0 SUMMARY

The research work tends to study the practicing of religion among the students of higher learning. This arose as a result of the strange behavior display by the students in the school. The result of the analysis shows that
5.1 FINDINGS

The initial observed value was 88% for the students practicing their religion practice while 12% do not practice their faith. As the transition progress( moving from one class to another with respect to time), the transition values changes for both and later became stable at the given time of (X2, X3, X4…….X8 ) such that the future state for both state now become 90% and 10% for students practicing their religion and those not practicing .



5.2 CONCLUSION

The result indicates that the state are recurrent and they both communicate with Aperiodic behavior. Hence we can deduce that the matrix is aErgodic type.  The proportion practicing their religion in the school are significant high compare with does who do not. 

5.3 RECOMMENDATION

Base on the result obtained from the analysis, we can recommend that to improve or the students’ behavior in higher school of learning need for them to have deep understanding  of their faith and practice it.
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APPENDIX

	 
	BEFORE
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	SN
	1
	2
	1
	2
	SN
	1
	2
	1
	2
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	1
	0
	1
	0
	45
	1
	0
	0
	1

	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	46
	0
	1
	1
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	3
	0
	1
	1
	0
	47
	1
	0
	0
	1

	4
	1
	0
	0
	1
	48
	0
	1
	0
	1

	5
	0
	1
	0
	1
	49
	0
	1
	0
	1

	6
	0
	1
	0
	1
	51
	1
	0
	1
	0

	7
	1
	0
	1
	0
	50
	0
	1
	0
	1

	8
	0
	1
	0
	1
	52
	1
	0
	1
	0

	9
	1
	0
	1
	0
	53
	0
	1
	1
	0

	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	54
	1
	0
	1
	0

	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	55
	0
	1
	1
	0

	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	56
	0
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	0
	1

	3
	0
	1
	1
	0
	57
	1
	0
	1
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	4
	1
	0
	0
	1
	58
	0
	1
	0
	1
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	0
	1
	1
	0
	59
	1
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	1
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	1
	0
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	61
	0
	1
	0
	1

	7
	0
	1
	0
	1
	60
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	1
	0
	1
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	0
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	9
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	1
	0
	63
	0
	1
	0
	1
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	0
	1
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