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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Kidnapping is one of the current social problem that is negatively affecting the free movement of people and the socio-economic development in Nigeria today. Although, kidnapping as an organized crime was rare in Nigeria, the global rating of kidnapping by Hiscox Group places Nigeria at the 6th ranking among ten countries where kidnapping is rampant (John, 2020). Furthermore, the sudden rush in kidnapping over the years has been attributed to the Niger Delta crisis, where the Niger Delta militancy degenerated. Forthwith, kidnapping became rather entrenched as one of the untoward legacies of the struggle. The reasons behind kidnapping has been observed by The Office of Drugs and Crime of The United Nations (UNODC, 2017) to range from ‘Kidnapping for extortion of either ransom or to influence decision making process, kidnapping between and amongst criminal groups to recover a lost or gain advantage over a rival group, kidnapping for sexual exploitation, that is, spouse or children, Kidnapping for political or ideological reason, and Kidnapping for a vengeance purpose’. It is important, therefore, to note that reasons for kidnapping is either for criminal tendencies, political or economic gains (John, 2020).
Akpan (2010) highlighted a historical insight into how kidnapping started. He noted accordingly, the origin in England, around the 17th century, where children were kidnapped and sold for either slavery or to work on the farm. However, with the emergence of organized crime around 1931, kidnapping activities had increased in the United State of America and historical fact proves that kidnapping has little or no connection to political interest or motivation but from the 1970s, many kidnapping for political reasons has been on till the present time. According to Odoma and Akor (2019), Kogi which is one of the States in North-Central Nigeria, has been in the news for kidnapping-related cases. The study shows that the Lokoja-Okene Federal highway has become the den of kidnappers with high profile Nigerians falling victim. For instance, a lawyer, barrister Ozavize, was abducted on the road on July 14, 2017 (Alex, 2017). Ogundele and Hanafiz, (2017) also reported the kidnapping of Senator Arinse along the same high way during which his abductors reportedly demanded a ransom of eightymillion naira for his release. Several cases of kidnapping were reported to have taken place along the Lokoja- Okene axis in 2017 as well as roads in other parts of the state such as the Idah-Itobe road, Anyigba-Ankparoad, and Lokoja-Kabba road. Significantly, the caliber of persons kidnapped connotes a political and economic undertone (Chidi, 2014). As a result of political and socioeconomic advancement, any geographic location or social community attracts an influx of people (kpaleko, 2016) and the attendant effect has been the basis for the upsurge in criminal and other antisocial behaviours like kidnapping, armed robbery, burglary and theft among other others. As such, the perception of the public in terms of kidnapping and other criminal activities in societyhas been researched (Adegbami, 2013; Alemika&Chukwuma, 2000; Obarisiagbon&Omage, 2018; Oputa, 1991). 

Kidnapping remains a major cankerworm in the society and it is responsible for a lot of political, social, cultural and economic downturns. This study is intended to explicate on the issue as a search for better understanding of kidnapping and dimensions of avoiding been caught up by the menace among both the highly placed individuals and the common members of the society. Among various scholars in the academics, kidnapping is not only a global syndrome but a complex nature of modern society that has made it a weaponry of organized criminal activities that is employed for a variant of purposes (Emeh, 2011; Inyang&Ubong, 2013; Ugulebo, 2011). The identified gap in knowledge is the peculiarity of study on social media users and non-users perception against kidnapping in kwara state. It is against this background that this study on the social media users and non-users perception against kidnapping in kwara state
1.2
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

 The society, at large, is becoming so dreadful, and gripped by the pervasive fear of who may become the next victim of kidnapping. Individuals are not safe as there are cases of people being kidnapped right in their abodes both in the day-time and at nights. On the other hand, kidnapping of all manner of persons has gained ascendency in Nigeria because it seems easier compared to other forms of serious crimes. According to Davidson, (2010) a group of criminals armed with guns and cell phones apprehend unsuspecting victims and drag them into a secluded spot and began to make phone calls to whomever and demand for a ransom. Additionally, the police who are mandated to provide security for the people are often unprepared for the task at hand. They think their job is done if they manage to secure the kidnapped, but of the kidnappers nothing much is ever heard. As we all know, the police are poorly trained and poorly equipped, but beyond these inadequacies there are worrying signs that their loyalty is suspected (Ngwama, 2014). Furthermore, there is a general effect of an unsecured socio-economic environment which not only scares the people but the various enterprises and investors in Nigeria. 

Davidson (2010) points out that the general state of insecurity in some parts of the country has no doubt reached a stage where virtually everybody is now worried the direction the menace is going. Presently, hardly can people sleep because of the fear of being robbed or kidnapped. Businessmen have taken flight with their businesses for fear of being kidnapped or robbed. The pitiable state of kidnapping in Nigeria and states affected by it is what Adejumo (2011) sees as the nonchalant attitude of the Nigerian government which is supposed to uphold citizens right to safety and life. 

In the view of Bankong-Obi (2011) the situation will remain if not worse because the law enforcement agencies appear unprepared for the present challenges. For Adegbami (2013) the Nigeria populace has lost confidence in the ability of the law enforcement agents to secure their lives and property. This study therefore is aimed at assessing social media users and non users perception against kidnapping in kwara state.
1.3
AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

This study mainly focused on the influence of social media users and non users perception against kidnapping in kwara state. The specific objectives are as follows: 

i. To examine the prevalence of kidnapping in Kwara State 

ii. To ascertain the public perception on the causes of kidnapping in Kwara State

iii. To examine the effects of kidnapping to socio-political and economic activities in v 

iv. To examine the strategies for mitigating kidnapping in Kwara State

1.4
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

 In an attempt to address the above stated problem, this study sough to provide answers to the following questions: 

i. What is the rate of kidnapping in Kwara State?

ii.  What is the public perception on the causes of kidnapping in D Kwara State?  

iii. What are the effects of kidnapping to socio-political and economic activities in Kwara State? 

iv.  What are the strategies for mitigating kidnapping in Kwara State?

1.5
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

 The study is of immense significance in the academics by adding up to the body of knowledge about matters arising from kidnapping. This is especially peculiar in terms of comparing the activities of kidnapping in Kwara State with other geographical locations, if at all there are similarities or differences in pattern of occurrence. The findings of the study will enlighten, broaden and persuade governments, institutions and the society at large on the proactive policy steps towards combating kidnapping to the barest minimum.

Practically, the findings on the public perception of the causes and effects of kidnapping will help policy makers to formulate policies that will discourage kidnapping and improve the wellbeing of citizens. This study is also beneficial to law makers, law enforcement agencies and government officials in their decision making for improvement on protecting the lives and properties of the citizens.

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 
The study focuses mainly on the social media users and non users perception against kidnapping in kwara state. The study was limited to the information obtained from the research setting about the subject matter which ascertained the causes, the effects and possible the panacea to the menace of kidnapping in Kwara State.
1.7
 Limitation of the Study
Like in every human endeavor, the researchers encountered slight constraints while carrying out the study. The significant constraint was the scantiness of literature on   the social media users and non users perception against kidnapping in kwara state. Thus much time and organization was required in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature, or information and in the process of data collection. Also the study is limited in period as the study covered only Kwara State with reference to Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State. Therefore findings of this study cannot be used for generalization for other regions or state which creates a gap for further studies.

1.8
 Definition of terms
SocialMedia:Inrelationtothisstudy,socialmediameansformsofelectroniccommunicationwhichfacilitateinteractionbasedoncertaininterests.Socialmediaincludeweb and mobile technology.

SocialNetworkingSites(SNS):Theuseofinternettosendmessagesandmakeinformation aboutyourself available to other people especially people you share aninterestwith (social media).

Moral decadence: This means a gross reduction in the moral values in a particular society. It appears to be a fall' in the moral standard of the society and a  deterioration or a collapse in upholding our societal values, beliefs, norms and ethical standards.

Peer Pressure: Peer pressure is the direct or indirect influence on people of peers, members of social groups with similar interests, experiences, or social statuses. Members of a peer group are more likely to influence a person's beliefs and behavior.

Kidnapping: An act orinstance or the crime of seizing, confining, inveigling, abducting, or carrying away aperson by force or fraudoften with a demand for ransom or in furtherance of another crime

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1
CONCEPTUAL REVIEW

CONCEPTOFSOCIALMEDIA

The increased use of Social Networking Websites has become an international phenomenon in the past several years. What started out as a hobby for some computer literate people hasbecome a social norm and way of life for people from all over the world (Boyd, 2007).Teenagers and young adults have especially embraced these sites as a way to connect withtheir peers, share information, reinvent their personalities, and showcase their social lives(Boyd,2007).

Social media are technologies t1ah at facilitate social inter action, make possible collaboration, and enable deliberation by stakeholders across boundaries, time and space. These technologies include: blogs, wikis, media (audio, photo, video, text) sharing tools, networking platforms (including Facebook), and virtual worlds (Bryer and Zavattaro, 2011). Social media is that means that employs mobile and web based technology to create highly interactive platforms which individuals and community share, co-create, discuss and modifies user ‘generated content (Kietzmannn, Silvestre, McCarthy, and Pitt, 2012). Social media is a website that does not just give information but allows interaction between people at different locations. It is a group of internet based applications that allows the creation and exchange of users generated content. Some social media website includes; social bookmarking is also referred to as Tags.

Unlike storing bookmarks in folder on your computer, Tagpagesare stored and can be retrieve or access from any computer (Rouse, 2006) Social News – interactby voting for articles and commenting on them (Digg, propello). Social Networking – interactby adding friends, commenting on photo and profiles, sharing groups for discussions (Facebook, 2go, BB chat), Social Photo and Video, Sharing – interact by sharing photos or videosandcommentingontheusersubmission.(U-tubeandfliki).Wikis–interactbyaddingarticles and editing existing articles. Social media refers to the means of interaction amongpeople in which they create, share, exchange and comment among themselves in differentnetworks. Andreas and Michael (2000) are of the opinion that social media is a group ofinternet based application that builds on the ideological foundation and allows the creationand exchange of users– generated content. Social media has become one of the majorchannelsofchattingthrough platforms suchas 2go, BBchat, blogger andwiki.

2.2
CONCEPTUAL OF KIDNAPPING 

The major concepts as used in the context of this study are highlighted and clarified as follows: Concept of Kidnapping  Just as other concepts in social sciences, there is no a universally accepted or adopted definition of  kidnapping because it varies from state to state and. jurisdiction to jurisdiction. However, it literally  means the forceful seizure, taking away and unlawful detention of a person against higher will. 

Mohammed (2008) sees kidnapping as a common law offence and the key part is that. it is an 

unwanted act on the part of the victim. A restriction of someone else's liberty which violates the key fundamental of the freedom of movement as enshrined in the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, where every other law takes its cue from. For this reason. Kidnapping is a serious offence. 

Mohammed maintained that kidnapping is also seen as a crime of seizing. confining. abducting or  carrying away of persons by force or fraud often subjecting him or her to involuntary servitude in an  attempt to demand a ransom or in furtherance of another crime. Therefore, it is an act of snatching and seizing of a person in order to collect a ransom in return or settle some scores of disagreement among people. On the other hand, Thomas and NTA (2019) termed kidnapping as robbery of the highest rank. To them, it is an organized and systematic robbery which is not as deadly as armed-robbery, but more profitable than the former. The profitability has encouraged those that indulged in it to carry on with the act although there is a law prohibiting it. Brief History of Kidnapping in Nigeria Prior to the crisis of the militants in Niger Delta, kidnapping as an organized crime was rare in ' Nigeria. The sudden rush in the crime over the years has been attributed to the Niger Delta crisis. As the Niger Delta militancy degenerated, kidnapping became rather entrenched as one of the untoward legacies of the struggle. Expatriate oil workers were then targeted and kidnapped for handsome ransom. Overtime.a lot of social metamorphosis took place that led to the extension of the crime which got viral and also became a tool of political vengeance. Therefore.close relations of some political opponents became targets, just to retaliate the offences of their political opponents and make some money out of the process (John. 2026). However. Kidnapping has become a daily routine i Nigeria and they are often used by armed groups , as mechanism for achieving the demands of the abductors or kidnappers. The proliferation of kidnapping in Nigeria has scared a lot of local and foreign investors away which also affected the socio-economic development of the country and give chance to other social vices in Nigeria. Foreign investors as well as citizens are scared to operate businesses mm Nigeria because no investment thrives in an atmosphere of insecurity and this contributes to the joblessness and poverty of some youths who _ before now were absorbed by some of the companies or factories that have been closed down m the country which leads to economic meltdown Nigeria is ranked the 6th highest recorded kidnapping cases in the world. The kidnapping of foreign nationals in exchange for ransoms was most prevalent in Nigeria before militants from the Niger Delta region were granted Amnesty by the government in 2009 (Akpan. 2014). 

From the unstable situation in the Niger Delta, kidnapping has spread across the country. These kidnappings can either be for financial or political gain. Victims were originally foreign oil workers, but today many are locals. often employees of international oil and oil service companies. and not necessarily wealthy. anyone whose family might pay a ransom can be targeted, In June 2012, police rescued international footballer Christian Obodo who had been kidnapped in front of a church (Catlin Group, 2012). There remains a high threat of kidnapping and other armed attacks targeting oil and gas facilities and workers. This also applies to ships and oil rigs at sea off the coast of the Niger Delta, In January 2012, kidnappers abducted a US citizen from his vehicle in the Delta and killed his security guard. 

In April 2012.criminals kidnapped a US national in Imo State and a Spanish citizen in Enugu State in separate incidents, In May 2012. criminals kidnapped an Italian national in Kwara State. On the 7 May a Lebanese national was kidnapped in Kaduna State and his Lebanese colleague was mercilessly killed during the abduction. 

The sudden surge in the crime over the years has been attributed to the Niger Delta crisis, where people are agitating for a better socio-economic and infrastructural development of the oil-rich region. Media accounts showed that militant youths of the region started kidnapping as a way of getting the international community to develop interest in the agitation (Raheem, 2020), From the unstable situation in the Niger Delta, kidnapping has spread across the country. These kidnappings can either be for financial or political gain. Fast forward to 2021, an average of 13 persons were abducted daily in Nigeria in the first half of 2021, according to a report by Skill Base Management (SBM) Intelligence. bringing to 2.371 the number of persons kidnapped in the country within the first six months of the year. SBM Intelligence is a leading research consultancy group. versatile in the area of primary data gathering. and analyses of data that provides clarity relating to political, economic and social issues in Nigeria and West Africa. This came as the former senator representing Kaduna central. ShehuSani said yesterday that the north-west would be a better place, if the Federal Government could deal with bandits with the same vigour used against secessionists. This is even as the abductors of the Emir of Kajuru. AlhassanAdamu, yesterday released the monarch but held on to his family members. Sunilarly.Gombe State government said yesterday it had deployed local security in all institutions in the state to compliment the efforts of the police and other security agencies in efforts to ward off bandits (SBM. 2021). , On the number of people kidnapped in the last six months. theSBM report covered abductions from January to June. It indicated that a total of 2.371 persons were abducted across 36 states of the federation and the Federal Capital Terntory. FCT. The tally was derived from media reports and the national security tracker of the Council of Foreign Relations. According to the report, N10 billion ($19.96 million as of June 30) was demanded as ransom for the kidnap victums. However, the report did not state the total amount paid. The highest number of kidnap victims. about 605, was recorded in February. This was closely followed by March with 534 kidnap victims, May, 355 kidnap victims: while April. January and June had 316, 284 and 277 respectively. 

The report indicated that Niger State recorded the highest number of persons abducted. with 643 victims in 28 kidnap incidents, while 58 people were killed during the abductions. This was followed by Zamfara State with 519 kidnap victims in seven incidents, leading to the death of 22 people. while Kaduna State recorded 360 kidnap victims in 26 mcidents, leading to the deaths of 41 persons. The.kidnap victims in other states are. Abia (6), Abuja (50), Adamawa (3), AkwaIbom (2), Anambra (14). Bauchi (3).Bayelsa (7), Benue (6). Borno (1). Cross River (4), Delta (51), Ebonyi (5). Edo (18), Ekiti (14). Enigu (15), Gombe (1). Imo (25).Jigawa (2), Kano (3), Katsina (236), Kebbi (81). Kogi 31) and Kwara (10). Others include: Lagos (6), Nasarawa (44), Ogun (26), Ondo (17). Osun (23), Oyo (61), Plateau (10), Rivers (14). Sokoto (10), Taraba (46), and Yobe (4). Schools were often targeted in the abductions that took place in the first half of 2021, with hundreds of students taken hostage in the north-west. Reacting to the high incidents of kidnapping in the country, particularly by bandits.ShehuSani. a former senator representing Kaduna central said. the north-west will be a better place if the Federal Government could deal with bandits with the same Vigour used against secessionists. The north-west bad been the hotbed of banditry in recent times.with over 500 students kidnapped in the region by bandits this year alone. The latest is the abduction  of 121 students m Bethel Bapust Secondary school imDamishi. ChikunLGA of Kaduna State, on July $.Less than a week later.the Emir of Kajuru and 13 members of his household were abducted at his palace (Fage&Alabi. 2017). 

Many people have been kidnapped and only released after the payment of ransom while m some cases dead bodies were recovered. Some unknown gunmen abducted a traditional ruler in Kogi. The monarch, the Ohi of Ajaokuta, whose name was given as IsahAchuja, was returning from Lokoja, the state capital, on Saturday when his vehicle was intercepted on the Lokoja-Ajaokuta road at gunpoint and the ruler taken to an unknown destination. MrAzubuikeTheanacho, a medical doctor who owns Peace Hospital located along old Egume Road, Anyigba. Kogi State was abducted at bis residence in Anyigba (Mohammed, 2021). And in tge same manner the Chief Medical] Director at Prince AbubakarAudu University, Anyigba, Dr. Simon Akokwu was also kidnapped in the Month of November, 2023 while on official trip to Lokoja the State capital before he was later released after paying ransom. 

In a recent.incident a lecturer with the Kogi State University. Anyigba Prof. John Alabi was kidnapped. Alabi is the current Dean of the Faculty of Management Sciences at Kogi State University. He was kidnapped by unknown gunmen. The incident was said to have happened when the lecturer was about to enter his apartment. DAILY POST gathered that the kidnappers who were fully armed accosted the University Don with a Mercedes Benz car and whisked him away to an unknown destination (Daily Post. Sept. 28. 2021). Payment of ransom. tragic recovery of dead bodies and other facts and events as a result of kidnapping shapes people‘s perception of the crime. Kidnapping remains a major cankerworm in the society and it 1s responsible for a lot of political, social, cultural and economic downturns. 

Public Perception on the Causes of Kidnapping in Nigeria Kidnapping.as a violent criminal offence, is a rather complex phenomenon. it takes place in various contexts and for various reasons. Its causes and consequences are also many. Hazen and Homer (2007) observe that hostages have been taken for two primary reasons: political bar gaming and economic game. This broad classification of kidnapping is very important for understanding the underlying factors for the problem, especially kidnapping for ransom. But beyond these broad typologies.persons are kidnapped and abducted by criminals for various reasons and intentions, such as for adoption, begging. camel racing. illicit intercourse. marriage, prostitution. ransom, revenge. sake. selling body parts, slavery. unlawful activity, murder and for other purposes (NCRB. 2014). 

- Considering the influence of globalisation on the expansion on the increase n crimes as transcending national borders. termed as trans-border crimes. like commercial sex by under-age and human trafficking (Ibrahim &Mukhtar. 2016) today physical movement across the borders by (legal organised syndicates has become commonplace. 

In Nigeria and many other developing countries of Africa and Asia.political factors, poverty. lack of legal available employment opportunity among the youths are also playing fundamental role in the rise of kidnapping (Tepperman. 2006). Ibrahim and Mukhtar (2016) observed that Nigeria has a large number of adolescents living and making a living on the streets. 

Economic deprivation and a sense of desperation have planted the seeds of kidnapping as a way of getting money in poor communities. It can then become a way of life, even when legal options become available (Catlin Group, 2012). The disparity between rich and poor is growing. and thanks to the internet and global media, everyone can see how the rich are living It fuels resentment and a desire for a bigger share (Catlin Group, 2012). Youth unemployment, greed and moderate ambition to amass wealth, poverty, unemployment, morale decadence and corruption among the Nigeria police and politicians (Diara, 2010) have been identified as some of the causes of kidnapping. 

2.2.1
EFFECTS OF KIDNAPPING ON POLITICAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 

Crimes pose serious threat to humanity. Kidnapping just like any other crime affects all sectors of the society which experiences it. The African Insurance Organisation (as cited in Nike, 2012) stated that in the first half of 2011 Africa's proportion of global total increased from 23 per cent in 2010 to 34 per cent. owing to the fact that Nigeria account for a quarter (25° o) of the globally reported cases. The above proportion of kidnapping is a threat to Nigerians internationally. It is also a well-known fact that the socio economic and political milieu of a community or society changes as a result of the existing realities of the society. Consequently, Ikpang (2011) noted that kidnapping drives away investors, as no investor would be ready to invest in a crises-ridden environment. Nigeria is therefore seen as a country in which insecurity te lives and property looms large and were criminality has assumed notoriety. He further asserted that the Niger Delta region in particular and Nigeria generally. appear not to be investment friendly. Moreover, the kidnapping of foreign nationals poses a lot of questions to the ideal sustainable democratic government in Nigeria that should engender economic development (Chukwuemeka et al. 2011). Opukwu (2011) in his own submission asserts that the coal of generating at least 6000 megawatts in Nigeria can only be achieved if the life of investor. who are working with the power sector will not be threatened by the kidnappers. 

In addition, there are psychological and physical effects of being kidnapped. Psychologically, the victim may have confusion, disorientation, shock, anxiety and withdrawal. Physically.the victim may have an exacerbation of pre-existing physical condition such as asthma and diabetes (Alexander & Klein 2019). Many Nigerians have lost their lives as a result of beating, torture and inhumane conditions they are subjected to by the kidnappers (Nwadiora&Nkwocha, 2019). It is therefore, a fact that, Kidnap victims, their families and relations always have serious psychological trauma, — because of fear that the victims could be hurt or even killed. 

With regards to inter-personal relationship, kidnapping has also contributed to a relatively high level of mistrust among people. Few people still extend the traditional African hospitality to strangers. 

Some people do not acknowledge or return greeting by strangers nor oblige strangers asking for direction. Also.most people are unwilling to render help to people in distress for fear of being kidnapped. Few people would want to stop to assist people calling for help on the express way. Increasingly.many people nowadays abandoned themselves in their homes (Soyombo, 2019). Most devastatingly.it has been noted that. it is the fear of kidnapping that has contributed to the current high demand for police escort by diverse public officials in the country. there by further depleting the inadequate police personnel that could have been deployed to street crime control (Soyombo. 2009). 

The former Inspector General of Police Mike Okino disclosed that 15 billion have been paid as .ransom to kidnappers between 2006 and 2009 (Kytian, 2009). The large sum of money spent as ransom  could affect any state economy drastically. asw could have been used for meaningful economic development. Also.the nation loses a lot of 1evenne when expatiates working in the 

multinational oil companies are attacked. Out of fear.people tend to stay clear from their work place and the adverse effect is always on the economy. 

Dode (2007) noted that, in 2006, when kidnappers abducted six foreign expatriates from Shell Petroleum Development Company premises, the company was forced to close down and this led to the loss of millions of standard cubic feet per day of gas production for the country. Kidnapping human beings produce significant psychological, sociological and financial impacts on the lives of the victims, victims’ relatives, and the nation at large (Onyishi, 2011).The following effects are examined: 

Traumatic Effect: Kidnapping a person or holding an individual hostage is very traumatic. The kidnappers traumatize their victims by blindfolding their eyes and sometimes hide the victims in the trunk of their vehicles and transport them to unknown locations. The kidnappers sometimes use ’ inhalant tranquilizers to make their victims become tranquil so that they would remain asleep until they get to their hidden destinations (Onyemaizu, 2006). When the victims realize the predicament, their psychological trauma ranges from depression, emotional attack, anger to fear of unknown.

Victims’ Families Emotional Effect: The victims” families are normally emotionally traumatized. The emotional impacts get the families deeply involved as financial negotiating parters with the kidnappers in order to secure their release from their captors. Kidnappers place heavy financial burden on victims” families. In an effort to secure the release of the victims.the families may go on solicitations for fund from friends. relatives. and well-wishers.

Nation’s Negative Effect: The kidnapping activities create negative headline news on the World News Report. This type of report depicts the country as one of the most dangerous places to travel in .the world. As a result, many tourists, manufacturing companies, investors, and business communities boycott the country and the economic effect are disastrous. The frequency of thee criminal models .has cited popularity for the criminals and exposed the nation as the most dangerous part of the world to dwell (Ouyishi. 2011). 

Fear and Insecurity: Kidnapping creates fear among the indigenes and foreign nationals. People live in fear of being kidnapped. Some foreign multinational oil companies, construction companies, protection sectors, and foreign investors closed down offices due to fear of being abducted. Strategies for Mitigating the Prevalence of Kidnapping in Nigeria 

Views on solving the problem of kidnapping are usually envisaged on a number of issues which are assumed to be useful in eliminating the recent spate of kidnapping in Nigeria. In September 2017, the National Assembly passed into Law the Kidnapping Abduction Act. which provided for a 30year term of imprisonment for anyone caught colluding with an abductor to receive ransom for any person wrong fully confined. A death sentence was equally provided by the Act for anyone whose kidnapping activities led to the death of any person. At least 15 States have made kidnapping a capital offence. They include Anambra. Enugu. Abia.Akwalbom.Imo.Bayelsa.Bauchi. Cross River. Ebonyi, Kogi. Rivers, Lagos. Ogun.Onde and Oyo.Nwadiora and Nkwecha (2019) on their part opined that the enactment of laws will also go a long way to eliminate the crime of kidnapping. Ikpang (2011) - asserted that judgment is often influenced by the politicians in the law court. Anosike (2019) added corruption on the side of police. court and judiciary as another factor that influences conviction of kidnappers. . . The registration of SIM cards 1s an effort to curb the incidence of kidnapping in Nigeria. Cewulebo (2021) therefore voted that the global system of mobile (GSM) telephone service providers should fast-track their data capturing exercise. Ugwulebo opined that this will help the security agents to know who 1 making the call and the location of the call and once ownership of numbers can be  identified, handsets can be tracked, and their geographical locations become identifiable - then any call made to solicit for ransom would help to locate the kidnappers. Meanwhile, in some countries, when telephone calls are made, the police have access to the calls but it is not the same in Nigeria (Ikpang, 2011). Furthermore, kidnappers could switch off their phones: change location, or simply throw their phone away to acquire another because unlike other jurisdiction where every phone is registered and identity of the owner properly documented, habitual phone purchase is the trend in Nigeria. 

Osaghea (2011) opined that the relatives of the kidnapped persons should co-operate with the security agents, because they can be of great help. However.the Police Force has been accused of aiding and abetting kidnappers, as a result people detest using police against kidnappers (Ugwulebo, 2021). Meanwhile, the police will not have information to react if cases of kidnapping are not reported to them. 

In order to combat insecurity problems that emanate from the crime of kidnapping. Onyeishi and Eme (2017) suggested that government should re-organize the security agencies to take them through a new re-orientation via training. Meanwhile.one of the major problems of security agents is training in order to match the well-armed criminals. Osaghea is therefore of the view that police training must include infantry. weapon handling. andantterrorist training in order to match the well-armed criminals. He also opined that prison warders must be co-opted in the fight against kidnapping because criminals that act outside are known by the inmates. But. Nigerian prisons are faced with many problems and challenges. 

Furthermote.Uewuoke (2019) argued that the application of community policing initiatives in Nigeria villages would obviously allow the various communities and police departments to work together to reduce crime of violence such a» kidnapping and to improve the quality of life of Nigerian citizens. In addition Nwadiora and Nkwocha (2019) opined that the public should report any suspicious activities of strangers within theixneighbourhood to the police to forestall kidnapping. 

Furthermore, Echabor (2012) acknowledged that the university campuses which are expected to play a  major role in the countries human development and to serve as vibrant centres of productive research  and academic excellence are not spared from the vestige of violent crime rocking the national scene  by ethnic militant groups (Arjesuyo, 2014). Oni (2011) noted that, the university should develop a policy of providing a well-articulated and comprehensive programme of guidance and counseling to identify violent suspected cult members. However.violent associations appear to be training ground for kidnappers. 

2.3
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Structural Strain Theory  (also known as Mertonian Anomie), advanced by American sociologist Robert Merton (1968) suggests that mainstream culture, especially in the United States, is saturated with dreams of opportunity, freedom and prosperity, as Merton put it, the American Dream. Most people buy into this dream and becomes a powerful cultural and psychological motivator. Merton also used the term anomie, but it meant something slightly different for him than it did for Durkheim, whose work is fundamental in his theory. 

Merton saw the term as meaning a dichotomy between what the society expected of its citizens. and what those citizens could actually achieve. Therefore.if the social structure of opportunities is unequal and prevents the majority from realizing the dream. some of them  will turn to illegitimate means (crime) m order to realize. Others will retreat or drop out to deviant subcultures. gang members. urban homeless drunks and drug abusers (Siegel, 2008). According to Farthworth and Leiber (1989) Merton argued that Cultural goals of success are proposed for all members of the society. but not all groups have equal access to the means for their attainment, Thus dysfunction between cultural prescription and access to desued goals create an acute sense of strain on the individual level Merton proposed that individual strain is most likely among lower-class members who internalize cultural goals of wealth and statues but recognize blocks to conventional ‘ means for their attainment 

In American society, the culture places great emphases on economic success, but many people are prevented from achieving #. This is so because, being born in a lower socioeconomic class infringes on individual’s ability to acquire higher education, thus, the chances of achieving economic success in the generally accepted way is reduced. In this context deviance is often in the form of alternative inacceptable and sometimes illegal means of achieving economic success (Ritzer, 2008). Ugwuoke (2010) affirmed that the only means of achieving success according to Merton is by acquiring good education. Merton identified five modes of response which are conformity, innovation and rebellion. The conformist accepts the goals and means of society. The innovationist rejects the normative means of success while holding fast to the goals. The naturalism abandons the commonly held success goals and accepts the means while adopting a goal quite different from the prescribed goal. Retreatism applies to those who internalize both success goal and institutionalized "means but are unable to achieve success because they don't rely on the institutionalized success goals. The rebellion rejects both the success goals and the institutionalized means and adopts different goals and means, They are the revolutionary group (Haralambos and Holborn, 2004). Structural strain theory is very relevant to this study as it tries to justify that crime escalate as a result of in balance between structural goals and means. Put differently. the theory brings out an economic interest as the pursued quest for an individual which may gravitate into negative actions like kidnapping. fraud. aimed robbery and the likes in order to fulfill a dream life of opportunity. The structural strain theory becomes relevant in explaming a form of attainment in life desires when an ‘ideal or normal way of achieving life's quest fails. It means that individual who are deterministic of better life for themselves will resort to inordinate practices eventually, Farthworth and Leiber. (1989) opines that due to inequality in society in terms of achievements causes an acute sense of strain on an individual, Consequently, when proposed strictures for attainment of opportunities, freedom - and prosperity fail. 

2.4
EMPIRICAL REVIEW 

Nkwocha (2011) carmied out a research to examme the prevalence of kidnapping as an urban.pandemic in Imo State. The population of the study consists of people selected from the urban centres and rural areas in Imo Stare. Sunectured questionnaire were distributed to 100 respondents randomly selected from the target population after which 90 were filled and returned. The data collected were carefully analysed by the use of simple percentages and chi-square statistical method was used to test the hypotheses. Findings show that urbanization process has a lot to do with the pervasion of kidnap cases in Imo State: it is as well obvious from the study that the ineffectiveness of the police has negatively affected the fight against kidnapping. 

The findings also indicated that unemployment and leadership failure ranked among the major causative factars of kidnapping for ransom. Ocheja (2019) cited out a research on unburdening the burden of kidnapping and security challenges in Idah local government. Kogi state Nigeria (2008 - 2018). This work was undertaken  with a view to ascertain the effort made so far in the area of combating crime and insecurity as it poses greater challenge on the development of local governments in Nigeria with focus on Idah Local Governmem Area of Kogi State covering 2007 to 2017, The degree at which kidnapping is growing in Nigeria in general and Idah to be specific is too alarming and if this continues, the future  of Nigeria is getting darken because of the immense rate of this criminal trade and practice emanating from every nook and cranny of the Nigerian society. 

Ocheja (2019) in the study adopts the “Theory of Class Struggle” in analyzing this concept of | Kidnapping and assessed the problem of insecurity and its attendant consequences on [dah Local Government and beyond. The research adopts both primary and secondary sources of data collection as 8 frameworks of analysis. The triangulation was descriptively analyzed with the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Findings of the study showed that not only Idah Local Government Area  but also Nigeria is currently engrossed in insecurity issues, there is a significant relationship between  the effects of insecurity and development m Nigeria, the level of insecurity in Nigeria is high and its effects on national development is high The study arenas that the abysmal failure of successive administrations in Nigerian Local Governments to address challenges such as poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, kidnapping. equitable distribution of wealth, cultism, armed robbery and others had brought us to this level of insecurity. The study submitted and recommends the need for inclusive governance whereby all segments of stakeholders have the benefit of empowerment and capacity building as opposed (of the current practice of elitist governance. 

John (2020) examined the proliferation of kidnapping in Nigeria: Causes and Consequences. The paper unveiled some common causes of kidnapping and their consequences in Nigeria as a nation state that is characterized by poverty, unemployment, insecurity, corruption, weak constitutional framework and poor policies implementation. Kidnapping simply connotes an act of illegally and forcefully capturing and detaining of human beings for the purpose of generating financial benefits from the relations of the detainee(s). Kidnappings has become a common criminal exercise and | lucrative business in Nigeria of which the perpetrators often receive huge sum of money from their | Victims, sometimes the kidnappers’ victims are murdered whenever the amount of money needed ! - from them are paid and to some extent not redeemed. Poverty.unemployment and moral decadence are said to be the commonest causes of the evil called kidnapping im Nigeria. Content ; analysis. qualitative sources of data collection were employed for the realization of this scholarly work, Amongst other recommendations it is recomunended that government should create jobs for the unemployed youths in tandem with skills development training that will help curtail the high levels of idleness as the mother of evil thoughts. evil plans and evil actions among Nigeria youths: Federal and State governments should properly equip and deploy forest guards into our forests that are se1 ving as safe habitats for the kidnappers in order to curb the menace. Abolaji and Kavode (2021) studied the trends of Kidnapping and hostage taking in 21st century Nigeria: a reflective discourse. Kidnapping and hostage taking activities have geometrically increased across the world taking different forms. These activities.for money and other reasons have contributed immensely to the state of insecurity of average Nigerian from within and outside the territory. It is on this note that this paper addresses the trends of kidnapping and hostage taking in – Nigeria.

Owagbemi and Olasemde (2021) examined The Perception and Measures towards Curbing Kidnapping in Ondo State, Nigeria. The study examines the public perception and measures towards curbing kidnapping in Ondo State, Nigeria. The study adopts both qualitative and quantitative methods of research. A structured questionnaire was administered on 1872 respondents from the three Senatorial Districts in Ondo State, while IDI's was used to collect qualitative data. The quantitative data were analysed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences(SPSS) and presented using descriptive techniques, while the qualitative data were analysed using content analysis. Findings show that members of the public perceive kidnapping as Illegal detention to extort money, a social crime and violation of human right. They agreed that kidnapping is about 16 years above and it's usually carried out by a syndicate. Majority of the respondents reported that the victims of kidnapping were people of the middle economic class. They concurred that kidnapping has made their community insecure and that everyone is worried by the heightened level of insecurity. The following measures were suggested: institutionalizing neighborhood watch vigilante group in high-risk areas; moral authority return to community to inculcate indigenous value of hard work and integrity. reviewing the legal punishment. The paper concludes that the respondents in Ondo State demonstrated a good knowledge of what constitute kidnapping. Therefore.the study recommends that. the measures that were suggested should be looked into by the Federal government of Nigeria with a goal to incorporating them into future policies aim at curbing kidnappimg and the teaching of the indigenous values should be encouraged at home and in schools. 

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides details on the method for conducting the study. Areas considered include the research design, the population, the sample and the technique for its selection, the research instrument, data collection procedure and data analysis procedure. The chapter concludes with the statistical techniques utilized for the data analysis. 

3.2
 RESEARCH DESIGN

This study is executed using the survey research method. Asemah, Guijbawu, Ekhareafo and Okpanachi (2017) notes that the survey research technique is a method of collecting and analysing social data via highly structured and often very detailed interview or questionnaire in order to obtain information from large number of respondents presumed to be representative of a specific population.. The survey method was chosen because of its capacity to measure human attitudes and opinions, and as such will be useful in getting opinions from my study population in order to properly arrive at a suitable analysis of the stated problems on the research questions in the course of study. 

3.3
 POPULATION OF THE STUDY

The population for this study is Ilorin east LGA in kwara state, which consist of around 311,500 people.

3.4
 SAMPLE SIZE

Sample size was determined using the Taro Yamane's sample size formula which is suitable for calculating and determining the sample size of a larger population. Thus, the Researcher drew a sample of 100 respondents. 
3.5
 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE. 

This study made use of the multi stage sampling technique to select samples. The procedure was appropriate for this study because the respondents were chosen using the stratified and the simple random sampling procedure. Stratified sampling helps to group the population into sub units known as strata. The simple random sampling is also best for this study to allow an equal selection and representation free from bias or personal feelings. According to Asika (2002) cited by Asemah (2017), random sampling method is the most fundamental method of probability sampling. 

3.6
 INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION 

The research instrument for this study is the questionnaire. A questionnaire is a set of questions designed to investigate a given subject matter. The questionnaire is used to collect data from respondents for the purpose of this study. The questionnaire was designed in two sections; the first section is used to collect the biographic data of respondents, while the second section is used to collect the psychographic data of respondents which will aid answers to the research questions of this study. 

3.7
 VALIDITY OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 

After being carefully and thoroughly constructed, a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher's supervisor for critical inspection and scrutiny to ensure that it was clear, relevant to the goal, the questions and language were appropriate, and the instructions given to 100 the respondents were accurate. To make the bulk of the questionnaire's items appropriate for this study, suggestions and modifications were made to guarantee that they successfully measured the study's theoretical construct. 

3.8
 RELIABILITY OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

One important aspect of quantitative research is reliability. Because it assisted in supplying answers for the research questions, the questionnaire utilized as a research instrument to ascertain the aim of the study.
3.9
 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

The method employed by the researcher is the collection of this study was the hand to hand approach to get across the 100 respondents in Ilorin east kwara state. This ensured that all the copies of the questionnaire distributed were the same retrieved and none lost and also the research provided the opportunity to clarify any issue within the confines of the research ethics. 

3.10
 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The data collected and collated in this study were presented and analyzed with the aid of Frequency Tables, simple percentages and mean scores. The Frequency Tables were used to preset the data in a practical way in order to make it easy and clear.. A simple percentage (%) was used to analyze bio data. This enabled the researcher to infer the acceptance and rejection of the items with direct bearing on the research questions posed for this study.
CHAPTER FOUR

 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.0
Introduction

This chapter is about the analysis and interpretation of data collected through the questionnaire administered to selected youth in Ilorin, Kwara State.

The questionnaires were presented in two sections, the demographic and basic question relevant for the study. All data collected from the questionnaire are represented in table and percentage analysis was done under each table. A total of 100 questionnaires were administered. The study answered the following:

4.1
Data Presentation

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Sex

	Sex 
	Frequency
	Percentages

	Male
	54
	54%

	Female
	46
	46%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The response rate on gender type reveals that majority of the respondents are males representing an average population of 54% while female constitutes the lowest number of respondents with an average population of 46 % respectively.

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents

	Age 
	Frequency
	Percentages

	18-28 years
	30
	30%

	29-39 years
	50
	50%

	40 and above
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The demography of the respondents shows that the age bracket of 29-39 years had the highest frequency with 50% while ages 18-28and 40 and above had 30% and 20% respectively.

Table 3: Marital Status of Respondents

	Marital Status
	Frequency
	Percentages

	Married
	40
	40%

	Single
	35
	35%

	Divorced
	25
	25%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The table indicates that 40% of the respondents are Married, 35% are Single and 25% are divorced.

Table 4: Religion of Respondents

	Religion
	Frequency
	Percentages

	Islam
	45
	45%

	Christianity
	55
	55%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The distribution of the respondents according to religion illustrates that the number of respondents that are practicing Islam is 45% and the number of respondents practicing Christianity is 55%.
TABLE 5: Educational Qualification of Respondents

	Educational Qualification
	Frequency 
	Percentages %

	Primary
	20
	20%

	Secondary
	35
	35%

	Tertiary
	15
	15%

	Non-Formal
	30
	30%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The distribution of the respondents according to educational background illustrates that the respondent’s educational background are as follows: Primary (20%), Secondary (35%), Tertiary(15%) and Non-formal (30%).
Table 6: Have you involved in any social media activities?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes
	60
	60%

	No
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The above chart indicates that 60% of the respondents are involved in social media activities while 40% of the respondents are not involved in social media activities. This shows that majority of the respondents is involved in social media activities.

Table 7: If Yes, through which medium?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Phone
	70
	70%

	Computer
	30
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

From the chart above, it can be deduced that 70% of the respondents use phone for social media activities while 30% of the respondents use computer for social media activities.

Table 8: How often do you involve on it?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Hourly
	40
	40%

	Daily
	25
	25%

	Weekly
	27
	27%

	Monthly
	8
	8%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

From the chart above, it can be deduced that 40% of the respondents are involved in social media activities hourly, 25% of the respondents are involved in social media activities daily, 27% of the respondents are involved in social media activities weekly and 8% of the respondents are involved in social media activities monthly. 

Table 9: How will you rate the effect of social media on youth?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Very Effective
	50
	50%

	Effective
	30
	30%

	Average
	15
	15%

	Not Effective
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

From the above table it is deduced that the effect of social media on youth is as follows: Very Effective (50%), Effective (30%), Average (15%) and Not Effective (5%).

TABLE 10: What is the major use of social media among youth?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	2go
	20
	20%

	Facebook
	50
	50%

	Twitter
	15
	15%

	Myspace
	10
	10%

	Other
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The chart above shows that the respondents using 2go as a social networking site is 20%, respondents using Facebook as a social networking site is 50%, respondents using twitter as a social networking site is 15%, respondents using Myspace as a social networking site is 10% and other (5%).

Table 11: Main reason you use social networking site?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Interaction
	40
	40%

	Information and Learning
	30
	30%

	Entertainment
	30
	30%

	Other
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

From the chart above, it can be deduced that 40% of the respondents use the social networking site for interaction, 30% of the respondents use the social networking site for information and learning, 30% of the respondents use the social networking site for entertainment, and other is not specified. 

Table 12: Social media aid to involve in kidnapping in order to get rich?

	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Yes 
	10
	10%

	 No
	90
	90%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

From the table above, it can be deduced that 10% of the respondents believe that social media aid to involve in kidnapping in order to get rich while the remaining 90% don’t believe that social media involve in kidnapping.

TABLE 13: Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because are appropriate and viable means of employment?
	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	50
	50%

	Agree  
	20
	20%

	Neutral 
	15
	15%

	Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because is appropriate and viable means of employment., 50% strongly agree, 20% agree, 15% are neutral, 10% disagree and 5% strongly disagree.

TABLE 14: Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because their friends facilitate collection of ransoms from the victim relations?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	50
	50%

	agree  
	25
	25%

	Neutral 
	11
	11%

	disagree 
	9
	9%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025


The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because their friends facilitate collection of ransoms from the victim relations, 50% strongly agree, 25% agree, 11% are neutral, 9% disagree and 5% strongly disagree.

TABLE 15: Social media aid for Placing much value on greed and inordinate ambition to amass wealth among its members.

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	40
	40%

	agree  
	20
	20%

	Neutral 
	15
	15%

	disagree 
	20
	20%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025


The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media aid for Placing much value on greed and inordinate ambition to amass wealth among its members, 40% strongly agree, 20% agree, 15% are neutral, 20% disagree and 5% strongly disagree.

TABLE 16: Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because its facilitate sales of human parts for rituals?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	45
	45%

	agree  
	15
	15%

	Neutral 
	25
	25%

	disagree 
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025


The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media helps  people to involve in kidnapping because its facilitate sales of human parts for rituals, 45% strongly agree, 15% agree, 25% are neutral, 5% disagree and 10% strongly disagree.

TABLE 17: Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping in order to oppress their friend about their riches?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	50
	50%

	agree  
	20
	20%

	Neutral 
	10
	10%

	disagree 
	15
	15%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025


The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping in order to oppress their friend about their riches, 50% strongly agree, 20% agree, 10% are neutral, 15% disagree and 5% strongly disagree.

TABLE 18: Social media helps people to involves in kidnapping in order to makes their family to be wealthy?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	50
	50%

	agree  
	20
	20%

	Neutral 
	15
	15%

	disagree 
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025

The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media helps people to involves in kidnapping in order to makes their family to be wealthy, 50% strongly agree, 20% agree, 15% are neutral, 5% disagree and 10% strongly disagree.

TABLE 19: Social media makes people to believe in kidnapping as a result of poor upbringing by their parents?

	VARIABLE
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGES %

	Strongly agree 
	50
	50%

	agree  
	15
	15%

	Neutral 
	20
	20%

	disagree 
	10
	10%

	Strongly disagree
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2025



The table above indicates that out 100 respondents representing that Social media makes people to believe in kidnapping as a result of poor upbringing by their parents, 50% strongly agree, 15% agree, 20% are neutral, 10% disagree and 5% strongly disagree.

4.2
ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS

4.2.1
RESEARCH QUESTION ONE

What are the Main reason you use social networking site?

From Table 11, it can be deduced that 40% of the respondents use the social networking site for interaction, 30% of the respondents use the social networking site for information and learning, 30% of the respondents use the social networking site for entertainment, and other is not specified. This shows that majority of youth use social media for the purpose of interaction
4.2.2
RESEARCH QUESTION TWO

Does youth believe if social media can aid kidnapping? 

From the findings of this research, it was gathered from table 14 that youth believe social media aid kidnapping because is appropriate and viable means of employment and also from table 13 that youth believe social media aid kidnapping in order to get rich. This shows that youth believe that social media aid kidnapping

4.2.3
RESEARCH QUESTION THREE

What are your perceptions on Kidnapping?

From Table 11, its shows that majority of the youth believe that kidnapping is a bad idea or attitudes. This shows that were aware of kidnapping.

4.3
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS


The purpose of thisstudy is to examine the influence of social media on the perception of youth towards kidnappings using Ilorin Metropolis as case study


The findings of this study reveal that;

Social media aid youths to involve in kidnappings in order to get rich, Most Nigerians are involved in kidnapping for money-making purposes. Poverty striking or quest for materialism makes many Nigerians to believe that a special kind of ritual, performed with human blood or body parts can bring money or wealth. Hence the beliefs in “ritual wealth” or “blood money” remain strong among many people and features prominently in the nation’s media and movies (Igwe, 2004). The issue of poverty, however, in Nigeria is paradoxical. In the midst of abject poverty, some Nigerians are living in affluence. Nevertheless, some of these affluence Nigerians have no visible means of income to show for their wealth. Thus, many unprivileged Nigerian youths, try by all means to get rich especially through “ritual wealth” or “blood money” or “yahoo plus” which is the latest on board.

Social media helps youths to involve in kidnappings because its facilitate sales of human parts for rituals. Nigerians, especially some politicians in their desperate quest for power, are engaging in kidnappings when elections approach. The Week newspaper reported cases which some politicians were involved in kidnappings. “The politician lusting for power is introduced to a witch doctor by an upwardly mobile yuppie that patronizes the man for money-making rituals. For an agreed fee, the witch doctor agrees to perform the ritual, but the snag is that the politician must produce between three to ten human heads, breasts or genitals to make the ritual efficacious. Thereafter, death merchants are recruited to procure these vital parts, for a fee” (Ekong, 2002). This is the type of story we read in our daily news concerning some politicians in Nigeria. For instance, the killer shrines of Igbo land, we read that the gory rituals, in the evil forests where human rituals take place abound, are sustained by important personalities (Elesho, 2004).

Social media makes youth to believe in kidnapping as a result of poor upbringing by their parents, We are in a society where most beliefs are still misinformed by irrational, dogmatic, mythological and magical conceptions. Beliefs in ghost, juju, charms and witchcraft are prevalent and widespread. Many Nigerians believe that magical potions prepared with human heads, breasts, tongues, eyes or sex organs can enhance one’s political and financial fortunes. They believe that juju; charms and amulets can protect individuals against business failures, sickness, diseases, accidents and attacks by spirits. Thus, performing rituals with human being is conceived as an act of spiritual fortification and advancement (Igwe, 2004). The most striking is the modernisation of these beliefs with the rise of the New Age movement, which has encroached, into the nation. “It is a bizarre assortment of diverse beliefs, religion and science, physics and metaphysics, ancient pantheism and evolutionary optimism, astrology, spiritism, reincarnation, ecology and alternative medicine” (Stott, 2006). Those who have already „made it in life‟ discovered that materialism does not satisfy the human spirit and that in consequence people are looking for another, a transcendent reality. Thus, they seek it everywhere – Eastern religions, through sexual rituals, through music and the other arts, through a drug induced higher consciousness, through modern cults, New Age speculation, dangerous experiments with the occult and the fantasies of science fiction (Stott, 2006). Most of these involved kidnapping for transcendence.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
Summary of findings

The purpose of this study is to examine the influence of social media users and non users perception against kidnapping in kwara state. Data gathered for this study were generated from the distribution of the sum of one Hundred copies of questionnaire to a total population of one hundred youth from Ilorin metropolis

However, all the questionnaire were filled and returned by the respondents for this study.

Based on the data gathered for this research, it was reveals that majority of the respondents are male, age bracket between of 29-39 years had the highest frequency, majority of the respondents are married, large number of the respondents are Muslim by religion and majority of the respondents are secondary school holder.

Furthermore, majority of the respondents are involved in social media activities, higher number of the respondents use phone for social media activities, majority of the respondents are involved in social media activities hourly and it is deduced that the effect of social media on youth are very Effective.

Additionally, the respondents uses face book most  as a social networking site, it can be deduced that most respondents use the social networking site for interaction, almost all the respondents believe that kidnapping  is bad idea and also believe that Social media aid people to involve in kidnapping in order to get rich.

Finally the majority of the respondents believe that that Social media helps People to involve in kidnapping  because is appropriate and viable means of employment.

5.2 Conclusion

Based on the above findings, the study concluded that Social media by the youth are for various reasons, but most importantly for social activities, with entertainment, relaxation and pass time being the gratifications obtained, and Reasonable amount of time is spent in the use of social media with face book being the predominant choice of preference by the respondents, which could be classified under Cognitive needs, Integration and social interaction.

Social media aid people to involve in kidnapping  in order to get rich, Most Nigerians are involved in kidnapping  for money-making purposes. Poverty striking or quest for materialism makes many Nigerians to believe that a special kind of kidnapping, performed with human blood or body parts can bring money or wealth. Hence the beliefs in “kidnapping wealth” or “blood money” remain strong among many people and features prominently in the nation’s media and movies (Igwe, 2004). The issue of poverty, however, in Nigeria is paradoxical. In the midst of abject poverty, some Nigerians are living in affluence. Nevertheless, some of these affluence Nigerians have no visible means of income to show for their wealth. Thus, many unprivileged Nigerian people, try by all means to get rich especially through “kidnapping wealth” or “blood money” or “yahoo plus” which is the latest on board.

Kidnapping  in Nigeria is a serious issue of life and death, a violation of human right and the sanctity of human life and a denial of the sovereignty of God over human life as a bearer of his image. This study has discussed the nature, purposes of kidnapping  in Nigeria. It has condemned the act as a sin against God and humanity. The socio-ethical consequences of kidnapping  are too grief for the society and therefore those involved should be brought to study. 

5.3
Recommendations

i.
There should be no sacred cows in terms of punishment for the kidnapping. 
ii.
 There is an urgent need for a national and an international campaign to end this inhuman practice. 

iii. 
The government and various organisations should identify kidnapping  as a harmful tradition in its programs and campaigns should be carried out to expose the ignorance, superstition and rationale underlie the belief and practice of kidnapping  in Nigeria. 

iv. The religions should teach and promote the concepts of the sovereignty of God over human life, the dignity and value of human life, and the uniqueness and sanctity of human life in her various programmes within and outside the worship place

v. Constitutionally, there shall be sections pronouncing the specific severe penalties against kidnappers. This might serve as deterrence forthose already involved and those willing to be involved.

vi. Nigerian government shall ban prostitution because it is one of the easy baits for kidnapping involving some people in sex slaves.

vii. Finally, self-help groups shall be formed to offer peer counseling on how to avoid been kidnapped or offer therapeutic lessons for primary and secondary victims of kidnappings.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

DEAR RESPONDENT,


We are final year students of the Department of Mass Communication, Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin. We are conducting a research on the topic “SOCIAL MEDIA USERS AND NON USERS PRECAUTIONS AGAINST KIDNAPPING IN KWARA STATE”. We would be very happy if you could help us to answer the following questions truthfully.


All information obtained will be used strictly for academic purpose and will be treated with utmost confidence.

Yours faithfully,  

SECTION A

Kindly tick (    ) the appropriate box to indicate your answer in the question

1. Gender: (a) Male (    ) (b) Female (    )

2. Age:(a) 18-28 years (     ) (b) 29-39 years (     ) (c) 40 and above (  )

3. Marital Status: (a) Single (   ) (b) Married (   ) (c) Divorce (   ) 

4. Religion: (a)  Christian (b) Muslim (  )

5. Educational Qualification: (a) Primary (     ) (b) Secondary (     ) (c) Tertiary (  ) (d) Non formal (  )

SECTION B

6. Have you involved in any social media activities? Yes (   ) no (   )

7. If yes, through which medium? Phone (   ) computer (   )

8. How often do you involve on it? Hourly 9   ) daily (   ) weekly (   ) monthly (   )

9. How will you rate the effect of social media on youth? Very effective (   ) Effective (    ) Average (   ) Not effective (   )

10. What is your social networking site? 2go (    ) facebook  (   ) twitter (    ) Myspace (    ) other (   )

11. Main reason you use social networking site

Interaction (   ) information and learning (   ) entertainment (   ) other (    )

	S/N
	STATEMENT
	S.D
	D
	N
	A
	S.A

	12
	Social media aid to involve in kidnapping in order to get rich
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because is appropriate and viable means of employment.
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping because their friends facilitate collection of ransoms from the victim relations.
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Social media aid for Placing much value on greed and inordinate ambition to amass wealth among its members
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Social media helps  people to involve in kidnapping because its facilitate sales of human parts for rituals
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Social media helps people to involve in kidnapping in order to oppress their friend about their riches
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Social media helps people to involves in kidnapping in order to makes their family to be wealthy
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Social media makes people to believe in kidnapping as a result of poor upbringing by their parents
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