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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the role of Kwara poly radio in promoting rural development in Kwara state (a case study of ara community, Kwara state). A sample size of 200 respondents was selected for this study to ensure manageability and effective data collection. Two sampling techniques (cluster, and simple random sampling) were used in this study. The research instrument that will be used in this study is a questionnaire called “Role of Kwara Poly Radio in Promoting Rural Development in Kwara State (RKPPRD).” Three research questions were presented and answered with frequency counts and percentage. The results show that the majority of respondents have a positive perception of the radio station’s role in disseminating development information. The findings also showed that Kwara Poly Radio provides timely and relevant information, especially in local languages. The results also revealed that respondents believe the community is actively involved in the design and implementation of radio programs. The findings also outline several barriers to effective broadcasting, with funding, power supply, limited awareness, and staffing being key issues. The study concludes that Kwara Poly Radio plays a significant role in promoting rural development in Ara Community by serving as a vital channel for disseminating important information and involving the community in its content development. The study recommended that Government, private sector, and donor agencies should invest in community media like Kwara Poly Radio to improve infrastructure, equipment, and staffing. Also, there should be intensified efforts to promote awareness about Kwara Poly Radio within and around the Ara community to increase listenership. Suggestions for further studies were made.






2

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of The Study
The term ‘rural’ refers to territories outside of urban areas (Asemah et. al. 2013). It is a location which falls under disadvantageous geographical conditions, residents live in relatively shabby houses which are dispersed and public services and facilities are virtually non-existent. Rural areas usually have limited or absent facilities like electricity and water supplies, access roads, transportation services, public health and educational facilities and other public infrastructures (Asemah et. al., 2013). Due to the lack of development infrastructures and basic facilities, the locals of the rural areas often face several problems. The economic activities are limited to farming, animal husbandry, fisheries and home manufacturing. Educational level and literacy rates are also low, people have limited or low opportunities to work and per-capita household incomes remain low. 
The term “Rural Development” means overall development, such as social, economic, political, and cultural development, in rural society so that its people can live dignified lives. All the interventions aimed at improving productivity, increasing employment and thereby incomes, having food security, and access to shelter, education, health and housing are termed rural development (Anaeto & Anaeto, 2010). Rural areas often suffer from isolation and often face a lack of communication with other parts of the world. Information and communication are often termed as power in this 21st century which is vitally important for the development of people. However, rural areas are often detached from all kinds of information and a digital divide is created which discriminates them from the outside world. In this context, Community radios are the ones which link them with the rest of the world and provide a source of information on what is happening around the world. Rural people need information about the happenings in and around the society which makes their living better (Anaeto & Anaeto, 2010). 
Community radio as a medium of communication has an important role to play in the community. The radio is the most important instrument in information dissemination because it reaches a larger percentage of people irrespective of their location. It promotes the level of awareness of the people on socio-political and economic issues and it also enables people to be adequately informed about programs and activities of the government (Olufemi, 2014). In a situation where a considerable number of people from rural areas cannot read, write or conduct simple calculations; where transportation is poor and roads impassable; where many are poor, give birth at home, are not immunized, suffer and die of malaria and tuberculosis; and where the traditional media (television and print) are either inaccessible or unconnected. Radio, especially Community Radio (CR), becomes a viable communication tool for mobilizing people towards a development agenda (Alumuku, 2013) this can sensitize and empower the disadvantaged, marginalized, and poor in the countryside, stimulating them to begin to spearhead rural development activities. 
Radio is a widely used medium in rural areas. A study done by UNESCO (2018) indicated that it is cost-effective compared to television and mobile phones, internet and satellite. Radio is mostly used to access information followed by mobile phones, television, newspapers, social networks, satellite and cable television followed by the Internet. Therefore, when used very well community radio can be a very strong tool to mobilize the community towards promoting rural development initiatives for sustainability through community radio. Some of the major challenges facing local radio operation and promotion of community radio and participation in rural development in Africa are lack of salary or poor remuneration, inadequate equipment, low-capacity generators, insufficient working space, unprofessional productions and high staff turnover. 
These challenges are due to a lack of finances since the community radio stations are not allowed to advertise to make money as commercial radio. The major ways to tackle these challenges are to get funding and get other ways of raising money instead of depending on one source of income like promotions Most of the challenges facing the community radio stations are financial. The reality indicates that the CRS need financial support and the establishment of a non-tradition source of income. Alternative means should be found to support CRS including government funds and permits to advertise to raise money for operations. Donors, sponsors and the local community should put more effort into supporting these stations. In so doing CRs will be able to promote rural development and community participation in Nigeria as well as in the world as a whole (White, 2011). This study will examine the impact of Kwara Poly Radio in promoting rural development in Ara community, Kwara state, Nigeria. Ara is a rural community in Moro local government area, Kwara state, Nigeria.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Since the advent of radio broadcasting in Nigeria, it has remained entirely an urban affair. Almost all the radio stations are located in urban areas. They cater for the needs and interests of the urban dwellers in their programming. The same trend applies to television, newspapers and the Internet while below-the-line media such as digital large screens are city phenomena (Morah & Omojola, 2013). Paradoxically, over 60 per cent of Nigerians live in the rural areas. It therefore means that the majority of Nigerians who live in rural areas are cut – off from mainstream broadcasting as they are denied radio access. They are therefore voiceless and cannot participate effectively in the running of their affairs even in a democratic setting (Morah & Omojola, 2013).
In the same vein, the language of broadcasting in Nigeria is usually English. The English language is an urban language and a medium of expression for the elites in the country. The majority of the rural dwellers cannot speak or write in the language. The high illiteracy level therefore negatively affects them in terms of listening to the radio. The implication of this is that radio could not be used to mobilize the rural dwellers effectively for development. News/information on development, health, farming, environment, knowledge acquisition, education, behavioral change and so on that could motivate the people who would not be able to reach them effectively. This mass of people will continue to remain poor and underdeveloped.
Against this background, community radio has become a necessity in Nigeria. The radio will be owned by the people, managed by the people and is not for profit. It broadcasts in the local language of the people that all will understand. Its program contents will cater mainly for the needs and interests of the people. Community radio will therefore serve as a change agent in rural areas and promote development. The role of community radio has been significant. However, insufficient and ineffective use of community radio for promoting rural development and mobilizing the community to participate in rural development is one of the major factors contributing to little participation in the rural development of people in Ara. While there are studies that show community radio plays an important role in promoting participation in rural development (Khan, 2010). There are still persistent problems and challenges that affect the role of community radio in promoting rural development.
Lucy and Peter (2019) conducted a study on the role of community radio in promoting rural development in Tanzania.  The study found that community radios were playing a key role through its programs to improve agriculture, youth participation, gender equality, protection of the environment, promoting good governance and reduction of negative cultural practices. Piyush (2021) conducted a study on the “Role of community radios in rural development in India”. The study revealed that community radios act as venues for the sharing of knowledge, fostering civic engagement, and disseminating information. They give voice to underrepresented groups, allowing them to communicate their worries, wants, and aspirations. Several studies point to the importance of community radios in assisting educational programs in rural areas. 
However, most of the studies on this topic were carried out outside Nigeria, creating a gap that the researcher wants to fill by investigating the role of community radios in promoting rural development in Ara, Kwara state, Nigeria.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to determine the role of Kwara Poly radio in promoting rural development in Ara, Kwara state, Nigeria. Specifically, the study seeks to: 
1. examine the role of Kwara Poly radio in providing information on agricultural practices, health care, and education to Ara communities in Kwara state. 
2. assess the level of community participation in the programs of Kwara Poly Radio. 
3. evaluate the challenges the Ara community faces in promoting rural development through Kwara Poly radio.
1.4 Research Questions
1. How does Kwara Poly radio disseminate information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities?
2. What is the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio?
3. What are the challenges faced by Kwara Poly radio in fulfilling their role in rural development in the Ara community? 

1.5 Significance of the Study
This study could greatly benefit rural communities, policymakers and regulators, media practitioners and broadcasters, NGOs and development agencies, academics and researchers.
Rural Communities: The study will highlight the barriers preventing access to effective community radio services, which can help rural communities advocate for better communication tools to promote their development. The study will also emphasize the role of community radio in addressing their specific needs, such as education, health awareness, and economic empowerment.
Policymakers and Regulators: The findings will provide insights into the challenges posed by regulatory frameworks, licensing processes, and government policies, helping policymakers develop more supportive measures for community radio. It will also assist in creating policies that promote the sustainability and independence of community radio in rural areas.
Media Practitioners and Broadcasters: Media practitioners will gain a better understanding of the unique challenges involved in establishing and operating community radio in rural areas. The study will provide guidelines for creating inclusive and impactful programming tailored to diverse rural audiences.
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Development Agencies: The study will help NGOs and development agencies design programs that leverage community radio as a tool for social and economic empowerment in rural areas. It will inform their efforts to provide financial and technical support to overcome barriers to implementation.
Academics and Researchers: The study will contribute to the academic field of communication, development studies, and rural development by providing a comprehensive analysis of the intersection between media and development. It will also serve as a reference for future studies exploring community media and rural transformation.
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study will be conducted in Ara Community, Kwara state. It will focus on the role of Kwara Poly radio in promoting rural development in Ara, Kwara state, Nigeria. The dependent variable is “promoting rural development” while the independent variable is “Role of community radio”.
1.7 Operational Definitions of the Terms
	The following terms will be defined and clarified about the research work.
Radio: A form of mass communication that uses electromagnetic waves to transmit audio content such as news, educational programs, music and public service announcements to an audience.
Community Radio: A localized broadcasting service owned and managed by a specific community, operating within limited geographic coverage, and designed to address the community's social, cultural, economic, and developmental needs.
Rural: Geographical areas in Nigeria located outside urban centres, are characterized by low population density, limited infrastructure, and economic reliance on agriculture or subsistence farming. These areas often face challenges such as limited access to modern communication tools, education, healthcare, and other developmental services, making them a key focus for community radio initiatives aimed at promoting development.
Rural Development: The process of improving the quality of life and economic well-being of people living in rural areas through initiatives in agriculture, education, health, infrastructure, and other essential sectors, often supported by communication tools like community radio.
Role: The specific functions, contributions, or responsibilities performed by Kwara Poly Radio in Ara to facilitate rural development. This includes activities such as disseminating information, raising awareness, educating the public, and providing a platform for community engagement and participation to address rural challenges and promote growth.
Challenges: The obstacles or challenges that hinder the establishment, operation, and sustainability of community radio stations in rural areas, include financial, infrastructural, regulatory, cultural, and technical issues.
Implementation: The process of planning, setting up, and operating community radio stations, including acquiring licenses, setting up infrastructure, training personnel, and broadcasting programs to the target audience.
Promoting: The use of community radio as a communication tool to support awareness, education, and engagement initiatives aimed at improving rural communities’ development in areas like health, agriculture, and socio-economic activities.





CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
Concept of Community Radio
Community radio refers to radio broadcasting stations established by and for a particular community, which are not commercial and whose content is mainly about the dynamics and needs of the community itself (Cibin et al., 2020). The society operates community radio, and its operations depend primarily on community-owned resources. The program is based on community access and participation, reflecting the community's specific needs (Ratten, 2020). Community radio is a form of radio created to serve the community (Tufan et al., 2021). Community radio is a social process or event where community members design various programs, produce, and broadcast them. The emphasis here is on the ownership of multiple development efforts and democratic efforts by the community members concerned themselves through media, and radio to achieve these goals. In all its aspects, this is participatory communication or involves all parties and not programs made by others about the community (Anderson et al., 2020; Shannon et al., 2020).
Alumuku (2006) contends that “community radio is emerging as one of the best forms of local community communication.” He identifies two aspects of community radio. These are geographical community radio and community of interest radio. He argued that geographically defined communities are those communities which exist in a specific locality and which construct meaning from a common language and symbols and therefore share an identity under these. Yalala (2015) made a study on the role of community radio in empowering women in India.   Community radio is a third-tier broadcasting along with public and private radio broadcasting.
Community radio is managed, run, controlled and owned by a community for the benefit of the community and serves the needs, interests and aspirations of a community. CR plays an important role in the lives of women as it creates awareness, provides information and education, improves their skills and on the whole, promotes social, cultural, political and economic development or empowerment of women. Many studies have proved that community radio is an instrument of power in changing the lives of women. Adebumiti (2016) examines the impact of community radio on public awareness of government policy agenda. The study further examines the functions of community radio, as well as the objectives of community journalism in national development. 
Concept of Development
Development as a concept is broad and therefore, does not subject itself to a single definition. It indeed covers a wide range of human endeavours. According to Asemah (2013), development is a process of change in attitude, social structure and general acceleration of economic growth, through the reduction of poverty and inequality. Asemah (2013) notes that development in human society is a many-sided process. At the level of the individual, it implies increased skills and capacity, greater freedom, creativity, self-discipline, responsibility and material well-being. The achievement of any of these aspects is very much tied in with the state of society as a whole. Development involves the creation of opportunities for the realization of human potential. Human beings have certain basic requirements, which must be satisfied so that they can properly function in society. Among these are enough food, employment and the elimination of the kinds of inequality, which lead to poverty. 
Asemah (2013) sees development as a gradual process of bringing about positive attitudinal change in the people. It is a continuous process of improving their living conditions, through positive change. The essence of development according to Asemah is the development of people with change in their attitude, leading to change of habit. This means that just changing things without a concurrent change of habit or attitude is not a healthy development. Development is seen as a changing process of knowledge, attitude and practices. 
Concept of Rural Areas and Rural Development
Rural areas are such areas that lack the necessary infrastructure to make a meaningful living. They lack infrastructure like good roads, electricity, portable water, good markets, banking institutions, good schools, health centres, etc. Those in the rural areas need to go to urban areas whenever they need such infrastructure. For example, people in rural areas normally go to the towns and cities whenever they need healthcare services. This explains why Anaeto and Anaeto (2010) argue that what is seen in the rural areas in Africa is the picture of poverty, unemployment, hunger, nonavailability of infrastructure, illiteracy, and lack of basic social amenities, like portable water, good roads and hospitals, etc. In the same vein, Asemah (2011) notes that living conditions in rural areas are relatively poor. Colgate (2009), cited in Nwabueze (2010) defines a rural community as an area where people’s living condition is very poor. 
Rural community as noted by Colgate, cited in Nwabueze (2010) is better defined by looking at its characteristics, which include a high level of illiteracy, low productivity, cultural homogeneity, one way of communication and absence of infrastructure, among others. From the foregoing, therefore, the rural areas are the villages and the communities that are outside the cities, towns and state capitals in a country. Contrary to what is obtainable in the urban areas; the closeness of the people to the natural environment, greater social homogeneity, smallness of the communal aggregates, predominance of agricultural occupations and relatively sparse population are what are discernible in the rural areas.

Rural development is a concept that is used to describe a strategy that is designed to improve the economic and social life of the people in rural areas. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) sees rural development as a process of socio-economic change, involving the transformation of agrarian society, to reach a common set of development goals, based on the capacities and the needs of the people (Owo, 2007). Onabajo, cited in Anaeto and Anaeto (2010) say that rural development entails interventions aimed at improved productivity, increased employment incomes for the target groups, as well as, minimum acceptable levels of food, shelter, education, health and housing. Rural development according to Anaeto and Anaeto (2010) is a subset and an important part of national development. The idea and concern for rural development stems from the fact that the majority of the people in the countries reside in rural areas. Rural development efforts attempt to bring about self-reliance in the rural communities of a country. New practices, ideas, innovations and methods, are introduced and when the rural dwellers accept these practices, it leads to economic gains.
The Need for Community Radio in Nigeria
It is surprising that Nigeria, the biggest and the richest country in West Africa, does not have a single community radio station. It is the only country in West Africa without a community radio. Nigeria has a population of over 160 million, comprising people from more than 250 ethnic groups. Besides, about 60 per cent of Nigeria‘s population lives in rural areas, where access to the media is restricted by numerous factors. Some 51 per cent of Nigerians are not literate in the official English Language, making the existing traditional radio structure unsuitable for reaching them. Sufficient evidence exists to show that though radio has tremendous potential to engender development in rural areas, the conventional radio system has failed toward this end (Ojebode, 2005).
One of the earliest attempts to use radio to promote development was pioneered by the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. The university in 1971 created the Adult Education and General Extension Services Unit (later renamed Centre for Adult Education and Extension Services). The center was to enlighten and mobilize the rural population towards development issues. Specifically, the mass media section of the center catered for the educational interests of the rural communities by providing, through radio, information and guidance on such topics as health, culture, history, sanitation, business management, family life, childcare and politics.
Development-oriented programs were created by experts from different fields and produced by the center. The programs were then broadcast through the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN), Kaduna. However, as Moemeka (1981) observes, the people were made passive listeners in the programs, noting that many of the producers lacked first-hand knowledge of the socio-political, economic and cultural situations of the audiences of these programs. He concludes by saying that the producers were in the community but not in the community.  The need for community radio in Nigeria stems from the inalienable right of the people to know what their elected representatives in government are doing with the mandate given to them. It also arises from the failure of the existing two tiers of broadcasting publicly owned and commercially oriented privately-owned stations to meet the information needs and interests of the people. The development imperative of the nation makes the application and use of community radio imperative. Radio has been identified as the most accessible and participatory of the traditional mass media systems.
Ojebode & Adegbola (2007), in a review of some studies previously carried out on radio as a development communication medium in Nigeria, raised five pertinent conclusions: first, existing radio stations have performed below expectation; second, listeners’ needs and interests vary widely, and it is consequently impossible for a single radio station to satisfy everyone in a state or region; third, listeners want a radio station that is close to them, speaking to them in their language or dialect; fourth, government‘s failure to provide an enabling environment for behaviour modification or change and finally, program producers over-estimate the impact of their programs. It is this general failure of the broadcasting system in Nigeria that has necessitated the clamour for community radio as the third tier of the broadcasting system in Nigeria.
The advocacy for the establishment of community radio is being spearheaded by the Institute for Media and Society (IMS), with strong support from Panos Institute West Africa (PIWA) and the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC). The partnership gave birth to the Initiative on Building Community Radio in Nigeria. Community radio (CR) advocacy, according to Akingbulu and Menkiti (2008), has achieved worthwhile results. These include:
1. The participation base of advocates has tremendously expanded. From an 11-member steering committee at take-off in 2003, there are today about 200 organizations and individuals within the Nigeria Community Radio Coalition, the umbrella body which was formed by stakeholders in 2005. The membership is drawn from a broad spectrum of constituencies with a common bond of social and grassroots development. Members are located in all the geographical zones of the country.
2. A strong awareness of the benefits of community radio has permeated numerous communities. This has led to an upsurge in the interest and resolve to own/establish community radio and demand licenses and frequencies.
3. Several international development agencies have not only appreciated but also expressed commitment to the advocacy as well as establishment initiatives in some communities.
4. The broadcasting regulatory agency, the National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), has reviewed its industry regulatory instrument, the Nigerian Broadcasting Code, to provide wider accommodation for the licensing of community radio.
5. The federal government has instituted three policy processes. In mid-2004, it established a Working Group to review the moribund National Mass Communication Policy (of 1990), while in 2006, it also set up Working Groups to design a National Community Radio Policy and a National Frequency Spectrum Management Policy. The reports of these working groups are in its custody.
6. Members of parliament at national and state (second tier of government levels have expressed support for community radio and willingness to facilitate legal reform in its favor.
7. Community radio issues have moved up to top priority on the agenda of media development in Nigeria. For example, CR now receives prime consideration in the programs of media conferences in Nigeria.
Barriers to Implementing Community radio in Rural Areas in Nigeria
A lot of challenges have continued to face Nigeria in her attempt at starting a community radio. The greatest challenge facing Nigeria is the lack of courage by the government. Nigerian governments over the years have not demonstrated strong political will for the takeoff of community broadcasting. The lack of political will is demonstrated in several ways (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). Nigeria is a signatory of the African Charter on Broadcasting which recommended the setting up of community broadcasting as the third tier of the broadcasting system. It remains one of the few African countries yet to implement fully the provisions of this charter. Nigeria, to date, has not segmented the broadcast sector into public, commercial and community broadcasting (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). This is unlike what happens in sister West African countries. Even in Mali, a less endowed country, the third tier of broadcasting is further segmented into community, cooperative, confessional and cultural radio stations. Apart from not implementing the African charter fully, the Nigerian government has not enacted the enabling law to start and guide the operations of the community radio.
The NBC only made provisions for the operation and regulations of the first and second tier of broadcasting. Act 38 of 1992 and its subsequent amendment Act 55 of 1999 did not make specific provisions for the licensing of community radio. Furthermore, the existing law poses a serious challenge for any community seeking a license to own and operate a community radio station (Ojo, 2006). The Nigerian law provides that communities or community-based organizations and other non-profit organizations seeking legal incorporation are registered under a trusteeship with the Corporate Affairs Commission.
Any organization registered in this category will not have an Article and Memorandum of Association which is required for corporate bodies to carry out commercial activities. The implication of this is that communities or non-profit organizations do not qualify to apply for broadcast licenses for ownership and operation of community-owned radio stations since they are not incorporated as limited liability companies. The government has not demonstrated commitment to the establishment of community radio by sending a bill to the national assembly, specifically making provisions for the establishment of community radio or amending the existing law to provide for community radio. Yet, a former minister of Information, Frank Nweke Jnr, in 2009, acknowledged that the delay in the take-off of community radio in Nigeria is necessitated by the desire to ensure that appropriate legal, regulatory and administrative frameworks crucial to the success of community radio are put in place (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). Three years on, Nigerians are still waiting. Not even the government’s declaration of its commitment to issuing licenses for community radio stations has been affected. The former Nigerian president, Goodluck Jonathan declared during the 8th biennial conference of African broadcasters tagged Africast 2010 that we are aware of the need to expand the broadcast space and give more voice to the people (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017).
 Consequently, the Federal Executive Council has considered and approved the guidelines proposed by the National Broadcasting Commission for the licensing of community radio in Nigeria. Two years later, stakeholders are still waiting for the policy guideline on the licensing of
community radio. As observed by Kabir (2011), despondence has since overtaken the rank of the
Nigeria Community Radio Coalition (NCRC) as they await the realization of their dream. The headquarters of the coalition in Lagos is daily besieged with enquiries about what has happened to the presidential directive.
Moreover, there is a lack of an enabling environment for community radio to thrive in Nigeria. The Nigerian government not only dominates the airwaves by its covetous self-allotment radio frequencies, but it sees the public service stations as agents established to protect its interests. The government has a near monopoly on the airwaves in Nigeria- the existence of private broadcast stations notwithstanding. The majority of the radio stations in Nigeria are owned by the Federal and state governments. The two levels of government owned 81 stations against 25 by private individuals (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). Private individuals face a lot of difficulties in obtaining broadcast licenses in Nigeria. This results in a long wait. The difficulties manifest in excessively high licensing fees being paid by individual organizations. These fees range from $75,000.00 to $150,000.00 depending on the category of license being applied for. On the contrary, the government pays little or nothing to obtain a license to set up its station. While individuals pay through their noses to get the license in Nigeria, the situation is different in neighbouring West African countries (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). 
For instance, in Mali, a radio license for community radio is free provided the applicant is a Malian. In Ghana, a mere $100 (one hundred dollars) is charged for an application license while the authorization fee is $2,000 (two thousand dollars) (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). The NBC seems not prepared yet for the commencement of community radio in Nigeria. The investigation has shown the officials lack experience and training in the operation and regulation of community radio. NBC is right now preoccupied with the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting. This was a fallout of its failed, self-imposed deadline of 2012 for the accomplishment of same as against the 2015 deadline set by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017). 
A digital broadcasting demonstration was carried out in Jos in 2016. Since then, not much has taken place. Some observers opine that community radio enthusiasts will not have their dreams realized until the digital transition process ends. Frequent changes in the political leadership at the information ministry constitute a minus for community radio. The careless replacement of top government officials and decision-makers has negatively affected the policy thrust of the government on community radio. Concomitant to this is bureaucratic bottlenecks in governance and annoying red tape (Olubunmi & Soji, 2017).
The Role of Community Radio in Nigeria’s Development
Radio is the most accessible of all the mass media types in Nigeria. For instance, Pate (2006) describes radio as the most patronized means of mass communication in Nigeria. Quoting the 1999 National Demographic and Health Survey, Pate remarks that 62 per cent of households in Nigeria own one or more radio sets. Things have even become better as more people now have access to radio stations through their mobile handsets. At the moment, Nigeria is confronted with a myriad of sociopolitical and economic problems. Community radio is expected to play vital role in mobilizing the rural populace. Majority of Nigerians living in the vast rural communities are practically cut off from the mainstream media. They are hardly heard because news is about prominence. Therefore, community radio, when fully operational in Nigeria, will be expected to give voice to the local population in the following areas:
1. Politics: Democracy is all about the government of the people, by the people and for the people. The participation of people in governance has been hampered over the years because of the inaccessibility to and unavailability of media outlets in the rural areas. In-between elections, people are expected to participate actively in public affairs, through robust debates on issues that affect their lives. Besides that, the need exists for constant flow of information that allows people take informed decisions on matters of public interest. There is need for the education of the rural populace on political matters.
2. Economy: Mass poverty, exacerbated by mindboggling corruption, is one of the greatest challenges facing the Nigeria at the moment. Omojola (2010) notes that corruption is a polygonised practice as it involves many sides, including the media, that perpetrate it. One way media have been found to abet corruption is when they do not exist to hold politicians and civil servants accountable. The 2011 Human Development Index ranks Nigeria as the 156th of the 177 nations on earth. Corruption is one of the factors that account for the poor rating. Poverty reduction is a major component of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) but overcoming poverty in a country like Nigeria requires mass mobilization of the people for development programs. Only community radio that speaks to the people in their own language can do the job better.
3. Education: Literacy level in the rural areas of Nigeria is still very low. National literacy rate is 67 per cent (Akingbulu & Menkiti, 2008). Majority of the uneducated people lives in the rural areas where educational facilities are either nonexistent or inadequate. Community radio will be a vital tool in adult education. It is difficult to conceive development in modern times without one form of education or the other.
4. Health: No nation on earth is free from health challenges, but these challenges are more serious in some countries than others. Health issues require joint action of the citizenry. Community radio can be used to promote appropriate health behaviors that prolong life and ensure disease control/eradication in the rural areas.
5. Culture: With the wide application of the new media technologies and the real threat of cultural imperialism, there is urgent need to protect the cultural heritage of Nigeria. Community radio is one of the best means of preserving and transmitting the cultural heritage of the people.

2.2 Theoretical Framework 
1. Development Media Theory: The study is anchored on development media theory. The development media theory, according to Okunna (1999) emerged in the 1980s to fill the gap which had become more noticeable between the developed and developing countries. She notes that as the gap widened, it became obvious that the four normative theories postulated by Siebert, Peterson and Schramm (1956), could not apply to the needs and aspirations of the developing countries even though the mass media in these countries were operating according to some of the principles of these normative theories. The major thrust of development media theory is that the mass media have a significant role to play in facilitating the process of development in developing countries. The theory assumes that mass media and communication can positively influence the development process (Anaeto and Anaeto, 2010). 
MacQuail (2005) opines that the mass media are enjoined, under this theory to accept and carry out positive development tasks in line with nationally established policy; give priority to news and information to link with other developing countries, which are close geographically, and culturally or politically and 171 that journalists and media workers have responsibilities as well as freedom in their information gathering and dissemination tasks. 
Relevance of Development Media Theory to this Study
The theory is relevant to the study in the sense that it lays emphasis on using the media for development purposes; thus, community media should be employed for rural broadcasting in Nigeria so as to bring about the development of rural areas.
2. Democratic-Participant Media Theory: The Democratic-participant theory preaches easier media access for all potential users and consumers of media. According to McQuail (2000), the theory supports the right to relevant information, the right to answer back and the right to use the
new means of communication for interaction and social action in small-scale settings of community, interest group or sub-culture.
Relevance of Democratic-Participant Media Theory to this Study
Instead of a centralized, high–cost, or state-controlled media, this theory advocates small–scale, local, non–institutionally committed media that link senders to receivers and also favor horizontal patterns of interaction. Community radio fits perfectly into the structure being advocated by this theory. It is owned by the community, managed by the community, broadcast in the local language, and is not for profit.
2.3 Review of Studies
	Olubunmi and Soji (2017) conducted a study on “Issues and Challenges of Community Radio in Nigeria”. They concluded that the country is in dire need of community radio owing to its legendary cultural diversity of over 250 ethnic groups. Unimpressively, however, the country is one of the few in Africa that have not implemented fully the African Charter that recognizes community radio as the third tier in broadcasting. The government still controls much of the airwaves but has not demonstrated enough courage to make community radio operational going by the existing fuzzy legal, regulatory and administrative frameworks. The authors recommend that license fee waiver, low import duty on equipment and transparency in the allocation of frequencies, among others, are required to make community radio a reality in Nigeria.
	Johnson and Rajadurai (2020) revealed that the major findings of the study reveal that community radio programs are a boon to farmers in increasing the productivity and yield of crops. Through the education programs of CRS, newspaper reading has increased among the students. Health-related programs were more beneficial to adolescent students, women and senior citizens.
	Asemah et al (2013) examined the place of radio in rural development in Nigeria. The rationale behind the study is to find out the prospects and challenges of using radio as a tool for rural development in Nigeria. Radio plays a very significant role in the development of the rural and urban areas of any society. Several problems are however associated with the use of radio as a tool for rural development in Nigeria; some of which are: communication-related problems, message-related problems, illiteracy, the use of the English Language by the electronic media, multiplicity of languages in Nigeria, lack of audience feedback, ownership problem, dearth of qualified personnel, urban-centred development journalism and dearth of community-based or vernacular radio/telecommunication. The paper concludes that radio is an important tool for entertaining, informing and educating society, but that certain factors hinder the effective use of radio for rural development. It therefore recommends, among, others, that radio stations in Nigeria should endeavour to use local dialects, especially when the radio program is aimed at the rural dwellers and that there is the need to establish community radio stations that will be closer to rural dwellers.















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the method and procedures to be used to gather and analyze the data that would be collected for this study. The research methodology is designed and grouped under the following sub-headings: research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, instrumentation, validity and reliability of the research instrument, method of administration of the research instrument, and method of data analysis.
3.1 Research Design
This research is quantitative and will adopt a descriptive survey design. According to McCombes (2019), a descriptive survey is designed to provide a snapshot of current affairs and does not involve manipulating variables or establishing cause-and-effect relationships. Saunders et al. (2016) also note that descriptive surveys can gather quantitative data to identify patterns and relationships within a population. 
The descriptive survey is suitable because it allows the collection of detailed and factual information about the role of Kwara Poly Radio in promoting rural development in Ara Community, Kwara State. This method provides a systematic way to describe the phenomena under study and analyze the perceptions of community members and stakeholders regarding the contributions of the radio station.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises the residents of Ara Community, Kwara State. According to the projection of NCS 2023, the population is estimated at 100,000. This includes farmers, artisans, traders, civil servants, students, and other community members. Additionally, Kwara Poly Radio staff members form part of the population for the study to provide professional insights into their programming and outreach efforts.
3.3 Sample Size and Sampling Techniques
Due to the large population of Ara Community, it is practically impossible for the researcher to cover the entire population. Therefore, a sample size of 200 respondents was selected for this study to ensure manageability and effective data collection. The sample size was chosen using a proportionate sampling technique to allow fair representation from all parts of the community. 
The study adopted the Cluster Sampling Technique because the Ara Community is naturally divided into identifiable clusters (areas/quarters). After clustering the community, Proportionate Sampling was used to determine the number of respondents from each cluster based on its population size. Finally, within each cluster, Simple Random Sampling technique was used to select the respondents. This method ensured that every member of each cluster had an equal and independent chance of being selected, thereby minimizing bias and promoting objectivity in the selection process.
The estimated population of each cluster and the sample size drawn from each cluster is presented in the table below:
	Cluster
	Name of Area
	Estimated Population
	Sample Size

	1
	Oke-Ara
	25,000
	50

	2
	Isale-Ara
	20,000
	40

	3
	Gaa Area
	15,000
	30

	4
	Fulani Settlement
	10,000
	20

	5
	New Layout
	30,000
	60

	Total
	
	100,000
	200


The sample size from each cluster was determined using the proportionate sampling formula:
Sample From a Cluster = Population of a cluster / Total Population X Sample Size
3.4 Instrumentation	
The research instrument that will be used in this study is a questionnaire called “Role of Kwara Poly Radio in Promoting Rural Development in Kwara State (RKPPRD).” The questionnaire will comprise four sections. Section A will be used to answer demographic information, including the respondent's gender, highest educational qualification, age, and experience. Section B will pose questions to examine how Kwara Poly Radio disseminates information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities. In Section C, questions would focus on the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio. Section D will investigate the challenges faced by Kwara Poly Radio in fulfilling its role in rural development in the Ara community. Sections B, C, and D would be structured using 4 Likert scale response modes of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD). This will be represented by a four (4) point rating ranging from Strongly Agree (4) to Strongly Disagree (1) using the mean score benchmark of 2.5 for the correspondent’s competency. 
3.5 Validation and Reliability of Research Instrument
Three experts on rural development and media studies will review the instrument to provide suggestions, comments, and views for content validity. Their feedback will lead to modifications in the questionnaire items. All items in the questionnaire are deemed relevant to the measured aspects, ensuring adequate content and face validity. 
To ensure reliability, a pilot study would be conducted with 10 respondents from a neighboring community. The data collected would be subjected to Cronbach’s Alpha reliability test.
3.6 Method of Administration of the Instrument
The instrument will be administered for data collection. The consent of the participants will be sought and they will be asked to indicate their willingness to participate by filling out the consent form. They will also be informed of their liberty to withdraw from the study at any time. Those who volunteered will be administered the questionnaire directly by the researcher. They will be told to seek clarification on any of the items if they wish to. Once the questionnaires are filled, the researcher will retrieve them from the participants immediately for data analysis.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis
The data collected will be sorted, and coded in SSPS V.25 for analysis. Background information of the respondents will be analyzed using frequency count and percentage while data concerning research questions will be answered using mean and standard deviation to explore the perception of community residents.


CHAPTER FOUR
4.1 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
The study examined role of Kwara poly radio in promoting rural development in Ara community, Kwara state. Data analysis was done on a total of 200 questionnaires that were properly filled, accounted for and then used for this study. Descriptive statistics were employed in analysing the collected data. The demographic data of the respondents were analysed using percentage distribution, the main research question was analysed using mean and standard deviation.
Demographic Data
         This section presents the results of data obtained from the respondents in frequency and percentages.
Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Respondents Based on Gender
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	108
	54.0

	Female
	92
	46.0

	Total
	200
	200



Table 1 showed the distribution of respondents based on gender. The table reveals that 108 (54.0%) of the respondents were male, while 92 (46.0%) of the respondents were female. This indicated that male respondents participated more than female respondents in this study.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Based on Age
	Age
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Below 30
	56
	28.0

	31-40
	126
	63.0

	Above 40
	18
	9.0

	Total
	200
	200



Table 2 shows the age distribution of respondents. The table shows that 56 (28.0%) of the respondents were below 30 years, 126 (63.0%) of the respondents were between 31-40 years, and 18 (9.0%) were above 40 years. This indicated that most of the respondents were between 31-40 years of age.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents Based on Educational Qualification
	Educational Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	SSCE
	60
	30.0

	Diploma
	8
	4.0

	Bachelor’s Degree
	124
	62.0

	Postgraduate
	8
	4.0

	Total
	200
	200



Table 3 shows the distribution of respondents based on level of education. The table shows that 124 (62.0%) of the respondents obtained their Bachelor’s degree, 60 (30.0%) were SSCE holders, 8 (4.0%) had diploma, and 8 (4.0%) reached postgraduate level. This indicated that most of the respondents had Bachelor’s degree.






Table 4: Percentage Distribution of Respondents Based on Years of Experience
	Years of Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Below 10 years
	30
	15.0

	11-20 years
	58
	29.0

	21-30 years 
	62
	31.0

	Above 30 years
	50
	25.0

	Total
	100
	100



Table 4 showed the distribution of respondents based on years of experience. The table shows that 30 (15.0%) of the respondents have below 10 years of experience, 58 (29.0%) have 11-20 years of experience, 62 (31.0%) have 21-30 years of experience, and 50 (25.0%) have over 30 years of experience. It is therefore shown that most of the respondents have 21-30 years of experience.
4.2 Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question One: How does Kwara Poly radio disseminate information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities?
Table 5: Frequency Counts and percentage on how Kwara Poly radio disseminate information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent

	Kwara Poly Radio regularly broadcasts agricultural information
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	136
	68.0

	Agree
	60
	30.0

	Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	The radio programs on agriculture are relevant to the needs of rural farmers
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	88
	44.0

	Agree
	92
	46.0

	Disagree
	16
	8.0

	Strongly Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Kwara Poly Radio provides timely updates on health matters affecting the community.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	142
	71.0

	Agree
	54
	27.0

	Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Educational content on Kwara Poly Radio is easy to understand and beneficial to listeners
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	104
	52.0

	Agree
	94
	47.0

	Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	The radio station broadcasts content in local languages to aid understanding among rural residents.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	94
	47.0

	Agree
	90
	45.0

	Disagree
	16
	8.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Information shared by Kwara Poly Radio has led to noticeable improvements in agricultural practices
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	120
	60.0

	Agree
	68
	34.0

	Disagree
	12
	6.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Health programs aired by Kwara Poly Radio have improved awareness about disease prevention
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	96
	48.0

	Agree
	88
	44.0

	Disagree
	12
	6.0

	Strongly Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Total
	200
	100



Table 5 presents the frequency counts and percentage on the respondents’ perceptions on how Kwara poly radio disseminate information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities. The respondents that strongly agree that Kwara Poly Radio regularly broadcasts agricultural information were 136 (68.0%), those that agree were 60 (30.0%), and only 4 (2.0%) disagree. The respondents that strongly agree that the radio programs on agriculture are relevant to the needs of rural farmers were 88 (44.0%), those who agree were 92 (46.0%), and those who disagree were 16 (8.0%), and those who disagree strongly were just 4 (2.0%). The respondents that strongly agree that Kwara Poly Radio provides timely updates on health matters affecting the community were 142 (71.0%), 54 (27.0%) also agree, 2 (1.0%) disagree and 2 (1.0%) disagree strongly. The respondents that strongly agree that educational content on Kwara Poly Radio is easy to understand and beneficial to listeners were 104 (52.0%), 94 (47.0%) agreed, and only 2 (1.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that the radio station broadcasts content in local languages to aid understanding among rural residents were 94 (47.0%), 90 (45.0%) agreed, while 16 (8.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that information shared by Kwara Poly Radio has led to noticeable improvements in agricultural practices were 120 (60.0%), 68 (34.0%) agreed, while 12 (6.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that health programs aired by Kwara Poly Radio have improved awareness about disease prevention were 96 (48.0%), 88 (44.0%) agreed, 12 (6.0%), while 4 (2.0%) disagreed strongly. In general respondents have a positive perception on how Kwara poly radio disseminate information on agriculture, health, and education to rural communities as majority agreed.
Research Question Two: What is the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio?



Table 6: Frequency Counts and percentage on the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent

	The community is regularly consulted in the planning of Kwara Poly Radio programs.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	86
	43.0

	Agree
	108
	54.0

	Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Members of the community are featured or interviewed on the radio programs.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	112
	56.0

	Agree
	82
	41.0

	Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Kwara Poly Radio organizes interactive sessions (e.g., call-ins) that involve rural listeners.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	92
	46.0

	Agree
	94
	47.0

	Disagree
	14
	7.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Community feedback influences the type of content aired by Kwara Poly Radio.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	72
	36.0

	Agree
	106
	53.0

	Disagree
	22
	11.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Local leaders or representatives are invited to speak on Kwara Poly Radio.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	74
	37.0

	Agree
	92
	46.0

	Disagree
	34
	17.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	The radio station encourages participation from women and youth in its programs.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	92
	46.0

	Agree
	92
	46.0

	Disagree
	14
	7.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100



Table 6 presents the frequency counts and percentage on the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio. The respondents that strongly agree that the community is regularly consulted in the planning of Kwara Poly Radio programs were 86 (43.0%), those that agree were 108 (54.0%), 4 (2.0%) disagree, and only 2 (1.0%) disagree strongly. The respondents that strongly agree that the members of the community are featured or interviewed on the radio programs were 112 (56.0%), those who agree were 82 (41.0%), those who disagree were 4 (2.0%), and those who disagree strongly were just 2 (1.0%). The respondents that strongly agree that Kwara Poly Radio organizes interactive sessions (e.g., call-ins) that involve rural listeners were 92 (46.0%), 94 (47.0%) also agree, and only 14 (7.0%) disagree. The respondents that strongly agree that community feedback influences the type of content aired by Kwara Poly Radio were 72 (36.0%), 106 (53.0%) agreed, and only 22 (11.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that the local leaders or representatives are invited to speak on Kwara Poly Radio were 74 (37.0%), 92 (46.0%) agreed, while 34 (17.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that the radio station encourages participation from women and youth in its programs were 92 (46.0%), 92 (46.0%) agreed, 14 (7.0%) disagreed, while 2 (1.0%) disagreed strongly. In general respondents have a positive perception on the extent of community involvement in the programs of Kwara Poly radio as majority agreed.
Research Question Three: What are the challenges faced by Kwara Poly radio in fulfilling their role in rural development in the Ara community? 




Table 6: Frequency Counts and percentage on the challenges faced by Kwara Poly radio in fulfilling their role in rural development in the Ara community
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent

	Limited funding affects the quality and consistency of Kwara Poly Radio broadcasts
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	74
	37.0

	Agree
	98
	49.0

	Disagree
	28
	14.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Poor electricity supply or technical issues reduce the reach of radio programs
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	92
	46.0

	Agree
	84
	42.0

	Disagree
	18
	9.0

	Strongly Disagree
	6
	3.0

	Total
	200
	100

	The station lacks adequate staff to effectively run community-centered programs
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	86
	43.0

	Agree
	96
	48.0

	Disagree
	16
	8.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100

	There is low awareness about Kwara Poly Radio among residents
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	88
	43.0

	Agree
	86
	44.0

	Disagree
	26
	13.0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Language barriers sometimes hinder the understanding of the broadcast content
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	104
	52.0

	Agree
	76
	38.0

	Disagree
	16
	8.0

	Strongly Disagree
	4
	2.0

	Total
	200
	100

	Feedback from the community is not always taken seriously by the station.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	114
	57.0

	Agree
	76
	38.0

	Disagree
	8
	4.0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	1.0

	Total
	200
	100



Table 7 presents the frequency counts and percentage on the challenges faced by Kwara Poly radio in fulfilling their role in rural development in the Ara community. The respondents that strongly agree that limited funding affects the quality and consistency of Kwara Poly Radio broadcasts were 74 (37.0%), those that agree were 98 (49.0%), and 28 (14.0%) disagree. The respondents that strongly agree that poor electricity supply or technical issues reduce the reach of radio programs were 92 (46.0%), those who agree were 84 (42.0%), those who disagree were 18 (9.0%), and those who disagree strongly were just 6 (3.0%). The respondents that strongly agree that the station lacks adequate staff to effectively run community-centered programs were 86 (43.0%), 96 (48.0%) also agree, 16 (8.0%) disagree, and only 2 (1.0%) disagree. The respondents that strongly agree that there is low awareness about Kwara Poly Radio among residents were 88 (44.0%), 86 (43.0%) agreed, and only 26 (13.0%) disagreed. The respondents that strongly agree that language barriers sometimes hinder the understanding of the broadcast content were 104 (52.0%), 76 (38.0%) agreed, 16 (8.0%) disagreed, while 4 (2.0%) disagreed strongly. The respondents that strongly agree that the feedback from the community is not always taken seriously by the station were 114 (57.0%), 76 (38.0%) agreed, 8 (4.0%) disagreed, while 2 (1.0%) disagreed strongly. In general respondents have a positive perception on the challenges faced by Kwara Poly radio in fulfilling their role in rural development in the Ara community as majority agreed.
4.3 Discussion of Findings
The findings from this study on role of Kwara poly radio in promoting rural development in Ara community, Kwara state reveal significant insights into respondents’ perceptions of the research topic. These insights are compared with existing literature to contextualize and validate the results.
The results from Table 5 show that the majority of respondents have a positive perception of the radio station’s role in disseminating development information. This is consistent with Ojebode (2003), who emphasized the power of radio as a tool for educating rural dwellers, particularly in developing countries like Nigeria. Similarly, Okorie and Oyedepo (2011) affirmed that radio remains one of the most effective and accessible media for rural development due to its low cost and wide reach.
The finding that Kwara Poly Radio provides timely and relevant information, especially in local languages, aligns with the study by Bello and Adejoh (2019), which found that broadcasting in local dialects significantly improves understanding and acceptance of health and agricultural information in rural communities. Moreover, the positive perception of educational content reflects the conclusions of Asemah (2011), who noted that rural-based radio programming has enhanced adult literacy and awareness in various Nigerian communities.
The results in Table 6 also revealed that respondents believe the community is actively involved in the design and implementation of radio programs. This supports the democratic-participant theory and resonates with the findings of Edeani (1993), who proposed that participatory communication ensures rural voices are represented, enhancing the relevance and effectiveness of media content.
Additionally, the active inclusion of women and youth in programs, as shown in the data, agrees with findings by Omenesa (1997), which advocate for inclusive rural communication to foster ownership and community development.
Table 7 outlines several barriers to effective broadcasting, with funding, power supply, limited awareness, and staffing being key issues. These findings echo the concerns raised by Agwu and Ekwueme (2007), who identified similar challenges in rural broadcasting in Nigeria. The study also supports the claim by Uche (2008) that limited infrastructural and financial resources severely constrain the potential of community radio stations.
The concern about low community awareness and ineffective feedback systems reflects the observation of Salawu (2004), who emphasized the importance of visibility, trust, and feedback in rural media systems for better engagement and sustainable development.












CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 SUMMARY
This research focused on examining the role of Kwara Poly Radio in promoting rural development in Ara Community, Kwara State. It provided a detailed and methodical assessment of how a local community radio station contributes to rural transformation through information dissemination, community involvement, and the challenges it encounters in carrying out its mandate. The study was divided into five comprehensive chapters, each contributing to a holistic understanding of the subject matter.
	Chapter One laid the foundation of the study by establishing the background, the problem statement, objectives, research questions, and the significance of the study. The chapter emphasized the growing importance of community media, particularly radio, in addressing developmental challenges in rural areas. The key objectives outlined include:
· Assessing the perceptions of the rural population on how Kwara Poly Radio disseminates relevant agricultural, health, and educational information.
· Determining the extent to which community members are involved in the planning and execution of the station’s programming.
· Identifying the major challenges facing the radio station in fulfilling its developmental role.
The significance of this study is rooted in its potential to provide evidence-based insights for policy makers, media practitioners, and development planners on the impact of community broadcasting in rural development.
Chapter Two focused on the theoretical and conceptual frameworks that guide the study. Two key theories were explored: the Development Media Theory and the Democratic-Participant Media Theory. The Development Media Theory stresses the role of the media in national development, advocating for the use of media as a tool to disseminate information that can catalyze positive social and economic change. It argues that media, especially in developing societies, should support development programs in areas such as agriculture, health, and education.
The Democratic-Participant Theory, on the other hand, emphasizes localized, community-driven media efforts. It supports the idea that community media, like Kwara Poly Radio, should be non-institutional, small-scale, and oriented toward direct community engagement. This theory reinforces the need for participatory communication where both senders and receivers have equal stakes in the information process. The conceptual framework broke down the key variables of the study such as "information dissemination," "community involvement," and "challenges to broadcasting," and illustrated how these interrelate in influencing rural development.
Chapter Three detailed the methodology employed in the research. The study adopted a quantitative approach using a descriptive survey design. This approach was considered appropriate for collecting measurable data on the perceptions of the Ara community regarding Kwara Poly Radio. The primary instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire, which was distributed to 200 respondents selected through a stratified random sampling technique. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools such as means and standard deviations. The reliability of the instrument was established through expert validation, ensuring that it effectively captured the constructs under investigation.
Chapter Four presented and analyzed the data obtained from the respondents. Key findings from the analysis revealed that:
· Kwara Poly Radio is positively perceived by residents for its efforts in disseminating information on agriculture, health, and education. The grand mean score of 3.51 suggests a favorable disposition towards the station’s content and delivery strategies.
· Respondents also agreed that there is a reasonable level of community involvement in program design and execution, with a grand mean of 3.29, indicating participatory programming to a significant extent.
· The major challenges identified include limited funding, technical problems, staff inadequacy, and language barriers, among others. The grand mean score of 3.26 confirms that these issues are widely acknowledged by the community.
Chapter Five, the current chapter, offers a synthesized discussion of the findings, draws conclusions, and presents actionable recommendations.
5.2 CONCLUSION
The study concludes that Kwara Poly Radio plays a significant role in promoting rural development in Ara Community by serving as a vital channel for disseminating important information and involving the community in its content development. However, the station's potential is curtailed by operational challenges, particularly poor funding and infrastructural constraints.


5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are made:
· Government, private sector, and donor agencies should invest in community media like Kwara Poly Radio to improve infrastructure, equipment, and staffing.
· There should be intensified efforts to promote awareness about Kwara Poly Radio within and around the Ara community to increase listenership.
· Staff training and recruitment of more qualified personnel are necessary to enhance content development and delivery.
· The station should further increase participation from marginalized groups, including women and youth, to ensure equitable representation.
· Programs should be aired in diverse local languages to bridge understanding gaps among non-Yoruba speaking residents.
· Kwara Poly Radio should develop structured systems for collecting and incorporating listener feedback into program planning.
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APPENDIX A
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear respondents,
I am a HNDII student of the above-mentioned institution. This study is targeted at eliciting information on the role of Kwara poly radio in promoting rural development in Kwara. All information supplied will be used for this research work only and shall be treated as confidential. Your honest answer will be highly appreciated.
Thank you for your responses.

Instruction:
Please do not write your name on the questionnaire copy. Tick appropriately an option in the space boxes provided.

SECTION A: Demographic Profile of Respondent

1.Gender:  (a) Male  [   ] (b) Female [   ]
2. Age: (a) Below 30 [   ] (b) 31- 40 (c) Above 40
3. Educational Qualification: (a) SSCE [   ] (b) Diploma [   ] (c) Bachelor’s Degree [   ] (d) Postgraduate
4. Years of Experience: (a) Below 10years [   ] (b) 11-20years [   ] (c) 21-30years [   ] (d) Above 30years [   ]


SECTION B: How Does Kwara Poly Radio Disseminate Information on Agriculture, Health, and Education to Rural Communities?
Instruction: Please read carefully and tick () the appropriate column for each statement as promptly as possible.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Kwara Poly Radio regularly broadcasts agricultural information 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The radio programs on agriculture are relevant to the needs of rural farmers 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Kwara Poly Radio provides timely updates on health matters affecting the community.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Educational content on Kwara Poly Radio is easy to understand and beneficial to listeners 
	
	
	
	

	5.
	The radio station broadcasts content in local languages to aid understanding among rural residents.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Information shared by Kwara Poly Radio has led to noticeable improvements in agricultural practices 
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Health programs aired by Kwara Poly Radio have improved awareness about disease prevention 
	
	
	
	



SECTION C: What is the Extent of Community Involvement in the Programs of Kwara Poly Radio?
Instruction: Please read carefully and tick () the appropriate column for each statement as promptly as possible.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	The community is regularly consulted in the planning of Kwara Poly Radio programs.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Members of the community are featured or interviewed on the radio programs.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Kwara Poly Radio organizes interactive sessions (e.g., call-ins) that involve rural listeners.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Community feedback influences the type of content aired by Kwara Poly Radio.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Local leaders or representatives are invited to speak on Kwara Poly Radio.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	The radio station encourages participation from women and youth in its programs.
	
	
	
	



SECTION D: What are the Challenges Faced by Kwara Poly Radio in Fulfilling Their Role in Rural Development in the Ara Community? 
Instruction: Please read carefully and tick () the appropriate column for each statement as promptly as possible.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Limited funding affects the quality and consistency of Kwara Poly Radio broadcasts.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Poor electricity supply or technical issues reduce the reach of radio programs.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The station lacks adequate staff to effectively run community-centered programs.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	There is low awareness about Kwara Poly Radio among residents.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Language barriers sometimes hinder the understanding of the broadcast content.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Feedback from the community is not always taken seriously by the station.
	
	
	
	



THANK YOU




