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ABSTRACT
The study Investigated EIRs Usage among Undergraduates of Library and Information Science in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. Five research objectives and five research questions were drawn to guide the study, research method used was descriptive survey and the research instrument used was questionnaire, 35copies of questionnaire were administered  and 32 (94%) were adequately filled and returned, simple percentage was used in data analysis and the result presented in tabular form. The study revealed that that the extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS is high. The study also revealed that EIRs have significant impact on students’ academic performance. The study further revealed challenges faced by students in utilizing electronic information resources in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria which include: unstable internet connectivity, unaware of EIRs available in institution, lack proper training on how use EIRs effectively, difficulty to identify credible an relevant information among others. Based on the findings, the study recommended that; the university management should ensure stable internet connectivity and expand access points such as digital libraries and computer labs to facilitate easier access to EIRs, library management should organize regular sensitization workshops and orientation programs to educate students about the availability and importance of EIRs for academic success among others.
Key words: EIRs, Undergraduates, Usage, Al-Hikmah University.
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CHAPTER ONE
           INTRODUCTION
0. Background to the Study
Fundamentally, the word electronic refers to gadgets designed or operated by the techniques or concepts of microchips and electrons implemented on or through electric-bite (automated) technologies such as a computer. Meanwhile, the other word, resources denote sources or supplies from which benefits are derived. Thus, EIRs could mean an automated source from which a benefit is derived. Despite that various attempt was made to define EIRs in more scholarly expressions, few shall be highlighted here as a way of giving some insights into the subject matter. Igwe and Uzuegbu (2021) described electronic materials as information resources that one needs the computer to access, via a personal computer, mainframe, or handled mobile devices, and are accessed by the use of the internet or local area networks.
The use of EIRs is imperative to successful conduct of research in the polytechnic. Moon et al. (2020) in discussing the role of utilization to EIRs in research, opined that utilization of relevant EIRs is necessary for academic staff to take efficient decision in his/her research. E-resources are the source of information (Thanuskodi, 2021). They can be simply defined as resources that include documents in electronic that can be accessed via the Internet. They are available in various forms like e-books, digital libraries, magazine, e-learning tutors, online test e-news, data archives and, be it text, image collection, other multimedia products like numerical, graphical mode.
The Online Dictionary of LIS (2021) defined EIRs as material consisting of data and/or computer program(s) encoded for reading and manipulation by a computer, by use of a peripheral device directly connected to the computer such as a CD-Rom drive or remotely via network such as the Internet. The category includes software applications, electronic texts, bibliographic databases, institutional repositories, web sites, e-books, collections of e-journals, etc. EIRs are easily accessible in the remote areas and solve storage problems and control the flood of information (Munira et al., 2020). This has increased the global dissemination of information.
 EIRs such as e-books, full-text e-journals and online bibliographic databases must be subscribed by academic libraries to meet ever-increasing demands from users for remote access to information (Alan Armstrong et al., 2022). There are several forms and types of EIRs which are available on the internet, some of the popular ones that are gaining ground are the electronic journals, standard, technical specifications, reports, patents, full text articles, trade reports and hosts of other (Dhanavandan et al., 2020)
 The 21st Century has experienced a remarkable proliferation of EIRs (e-resources) which have tremendously changed the reading habits of users. Recently, Lefuna (2021) identified EIRs as the most significant source of scientific information communication within the polytechnics community, especially among researchers. Nevertheless, the use of EIRs has only facilitated access to large collections of library materials rather than displacing printed resources (Okazie, 2020). The changes that have occurred in the world of ICT have shifted the content of libraries’ resources from printed information to online information resources (Israel & Edesire, 2021). 
Globally, EIRs are becoming more and more commonplace in library collections. Because of the increasing popularity of digital libraries, a significant portion of many library collections today consist of EIRs. As new technologies arise, EIRs become more and more important to the academic community. Because of this, understanding these resources is essential to the success of libraries in the 21st Century (Velmurugan, 2013; Akpojotor, 2016). 
As library professionals strive to embrace new methods and tactics for managing their electronic collections and providing dynamic library services using a variety of new technologies, EIRs have given them new opportunities as well as new challenges. Although many users are still doubting the genuine nessot capabilities of EIRs, users themselves attempt to adjust to changing conditions by making use of a variety of EIRs.
Information in digital or non-print formats is referred to as EIRs, or simply e-information resources. According to Adedokun and Fawole (2020), these comprise, but are not restricted to, internet resources, e-books, e-journals, e-encyclopaedias, online abstracts, CD-ROM, online databases, e-mail, and e-news. One characteristic shared by many EIRs that are available online is their computerized retrieval capability. Students can benefit from EIRs since they can be utilized to expand and enhance existing knowledge. According to Mole (2020), students cannot afford to undervalue the potential of Internet resources since they can offer information that goes well beyond what is included in a physical library. In every academic institution of higher learning, including polytechnics, EIRs play a crucial role in learning, teaching, and research. Because of this, libraries must work to guarantee that pertinent EIRs are available in order to effectively address students' information needs (Salman et al., 2020). 
Awareness hinders effective utilization of EIRs because collections may be available and not being consulted or utilized. Users can be made aware of these collections via display of new arrivals in the notice boards; current awareness service, selective dissemination of information, through bulletins as well as compilation of table of contents. However, lack of awareness according to Abedoh et al. (2021) and Salman et al (2022) led to non – utilization of resources and absent of the benefit of library services in polytechnic libraries. EIRs have tremendously helped in easing the teaching and learning of the staff by providing them with current and relevant literature to carry out their research. Researchers also benefited from EIRs in so many ways which include; provision of current literature, carrying out their assignments and most importantly, acting as a guide to write their projects/theses.
Benefits of students accessing EIRs are emphasized by Clayton (2020). Benefits include increased academic accomplishment as a result of high-quality information, access to a wider variety of information, quicker access to information, access to current, up-to-date information, and easier access to information. According to Madhusudhan (2020), the most significant and basic feature connected to the appraisal of the utility of EIRs is the frequency of consumption. Madhusudhan (2020) found that 62% of participants used EIRs every day, 18% infrequently, and 16% twice or three times a week. Only 4% of participants used EIRs once a week, and none of the participants reported using EIRs at least once a month. The type of e-collections, how they are organized, maintained, and what services they offer all affect how often researchers use EIRs. Additionally, it was discovered throughout the research that there was no cost for Intranet access to academic e-journals.
Students utilize EIRs for various purposes ranging from study, research, seeking for current information, to have easy access to relevant and current information, to download articles, to carry out assignments to update knowledge and even for pleasure. More importantly is that students utilize EIRs to conduct research, prepare their test and examination and for the oral examination of the completed research works. The need to understand the patterns of EIRs usage in a private university under coves why this standing is evaluating EIRs usage among undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. 
0. Statement of the Problem
The widespread adoption of EIRs has transformed the way students access and utilize information. However, despite the potential benefits of these resources, many students in institutions of higher learning face challenges in accessing and utilizing them effectively (Kumar & Kumar, 2021). The availability of EIRs is a critical factor that influences their utilization by students. Studies have shown that inadequate access to EIRs can hinder students’ ability to complete academic tasks and achieve their learning objectives (Adeyinka & Adedeji, 2020).
Institution of higher learning, the availability and utilization of EIRs by students are suboptimal. Several factors contribute to this problem, including inadequate infrastructure, limited access to relevant databases, and lack of skills in using electronic background can exacerbate the problem of unequal access to EIRs (Kenyan, 2020). This serves as the reason why this study will be evaluation of EIRs usage among undergraduates in Al-Hikmah university, Ilorin, Nigeria.  
0.  Objectives of the Study
The main objective of the study is to evaluate the EIRs Usage among undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University,Ilorin,Nigeria. The specific objectives are to:
1. assess the extent of utilization of EIRs by undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria;
2. identify the factors that influence the utilization of EIRs by undergraduates of LIS at Al-Hikmah university, Ilorin, Nigeria;
3. identify the impact of using EIRs on academic performance  of undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria;
4. identify the challenges faced by undergraduates in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria;
0. Research Questions
The following research questions will guide the study:
1. What is the extent of utilization of EIRs by undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
2. What are the factors that influence the EIRs usage by undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
3. What is the impact of using EIRs on academic performance undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria? 
4. What are the challenges faced by undergraduates in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
0. Significant of the study
The study will improve students’ understanding of the importance of using EIRs as modern instrument for global research and integration at university.
The study findings will serve as a foundation for LIS at Al-Hikmah University, to integrate into the worldwide research community and rapidly increase knowledge. The research would serve as a foundation for developing a solution to the problem of under use of EIRs at Al-Hikmah University. The study's findings would then aid university administrations, librarians, and relevant government ministries/agencies in preparing for rapid EIRs proliferation.
The study will aid in the establishment of applicable EIRs policies/strategies for successful and long-term electronic collection development. It will also encourage student of Al-Hikmah University to use appropriate EIRs in their research. In the end, the study will motivate not just academics, but all stakeholders to collaborate to boost research output.
0. Scope of the Study 
This study focuses on the EIRs usage among undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University. This research will be limited to only undergratuates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.
0. Operational Definition of terms
· Electronic Resource: Electronic resource for examples journal, database that can be accessed on the Internet, computer, CD-ROM, digital/virtual libraries or related computer/electronic networks. EIRs is therefore defined as any information source than can be accessed by academic staff through ICTs.
· Electronic Resources Usage: The frequency and extent to which students use EIRs for their academic needs. This includes the regularity of access, the range of resources used, and the integration of these resources into their study practices. Utilization will be measured through self-reported usage patterns and frequency of access.
· Undergraduates: Undergraduates are students who are pursuing a bachelor’s degree or other undergraduates’ degree, such as an Associates degree at a college or university. Undergraduates students are typically those who have completed high school and are now pursing their first degree in higher education
· LIS Undergraduates: Refer to an individual who are pursuing a degree or diploma in LIS. It is an Individual who is pursuing formal education or training in the field of  LIS who are enrolled in Al-Hikmah University, are referred to as students.




















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	Introduction
This chapter will extensively reviews previous related studies, observations, opinions, comments, ideas, and knowledge that shed light on the key concepts under discussion on EIRs usage among undergraduates. For proper understanding and digestion of the reader, this chapter would be captured under the following sub-headings:
2.2	Concept of EIRs
2.3	Utilization of EIRs among Students
2.4	Impact of using EIRs on Students’ Academic Performance 
2.5	Types of EIRs available in academic library
2.6	Challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs
2.7	Conclude/Summarise the chapter

2.2	Concept of Electronic Resources
EIRs simply referred to as E-resources are information stored in electronic format in computer or computer related facilities (CD-ROMs, digital libraries or the Internet). Adeleke and Nwalo (2020) defined EIRs as “resources in which information is stored electronically and which are accessible through electronic systems and networks”. EIRs are now used to supplement printed information sources in the Polytechnic libraries. Different types of EIRs that are used in this study are: e-journals, e-books, online databases, electronic conference proceedings and CD-ROM databases. Online databases that are commonly used by academic staff in Nigerian polytechnics for their research are EBSCOHOST, AGORA, HINARI, MEDLINE, JSTOR and OARE. A number of these E-resources (online databases/digitized local journals) are accessible via the National Virtual Library (nigerianvirtuallibrary.com).
The Anglo American Cataloguing Rules 2 Rule 9.0A1 (2019) refers to EIRs as a combination of data and programs. The data include text, images, graphics, maps, music, graphics, moving images etc., and the programs are the instructions that process the data and make them available for use (Anglo American Cataloguing Rules 2 Rule 9.0A1, cited in Lang, 2011). EIRs according to Anglo American Cataloguing Rules 2 (2012) is any encoded work that can be accessed through the use of the computer. It can be accessed remotely via computer networks or directly via carriers such as discs, cassettes etc, by inserting them into a computer or computerized device. The Library of Congress identifies four categories of EIRs in a library as: “Acquire” EIRs that are received through licenses or other agreements, and acquisition processes such as gifts, copyright deposits, exchange, ISSN requests etc. 
 “Collect” EIRs which are permanently owned by the library and for which the library has permanent ownership 
“Link” EIRs which are remotely accessed through links from the library’s web Resources, and 
“Archive” EIRs which are a permanent digital repository managed and maintained by the library or for the benefit of the library (Library of Congress Collection Policy, 2020).
Das et al. (2020) affirmed EIRs are systems in which information is electronically and accessible through electronic systems and computer networks. These resources include OPAC, CD-ROMs, Online-Databases, E-journals, E-books, Internet resources etc.  
Kaur and Verma (2020) reported the use of EIRs in Thapar University by revealed that maximum of user accessing EIRs for the intended purpose. The impact of e-resources is visible from the decrease in number of printed journals in comparison to increase in number of electronic journals. Information stored electronically constitutes electronic and these be discussed in this section: e-journal, OPAC, internet, online databases, CD-ROM. Khan (2020) Reveals that most of the research scholars in Aligarh Muslim and Banaras Hindu Universities are aware of the availability of e journals and largely use them for reference purpose in their research work.  
EIRs are regarded as important tools for providing library services to users especially in the digital age. EIRs still need to be selected, acquired, described and effectively managed for utmost utilization by the growing number of library users (Njoku, 2020). Therefore, EIRs are referred to as any source of information encoded and made available for access directly or remotely through the use of computer and other electronic devices accessed via the internet and the CD ROM resources since they too can be accessed online. According to Njoku (2020),  EIRs  means “an electronic product that delivers a collection of data, be it text, numerical, graphical or time based as a commercially available resource that has been published with a sole aim to be marketed and for information dissemination (Manjunath, 2021). According to Reitz (2004),  EIR are materials consisting of data and computer programme encoded for reading and manipulation by a computer through a peripheral device directly connected to the computer or remotely via a network such as the Internet. Johnson et al.,(2020) affirmed that electronic sources can be seen as one of the most recent developments in information technology and that they are available in various forms like e-books, digital libraries, online journal magazine, e-learning tutors and online test.
 Thanuskodi (2020)described EIRs as those that deliver the collection of information as full text (aggregated) databases, e-journals, image collections, multimedia in the form of CD, tape, Internet, web technology, e-discussions, e-news, data archives, e-mail online chatting. In EIRs, information is stored electronically and made accessible through electronic and computer network. EIRs offer a wide range of products going from electronic periodicals to CD-ROMs, from mailing list to databases, all of them having a common feature of being used directly and sometimes as modified by a computer. EIRs are becoming more and more important for the academic community (Egberongbe, 2020)
EIRs is digitized information, facilitated by computers, network connectivity, electricity, other peripheral components and most importantly human beings. It comes in different format including text, videos, audio, maps, graphics, tables, pictures, etc. also indicate that EIRs include full text documents, CD-ROMs, Resources available on the internet such as e-journals, Online Public Access Catalogues (OPAC) and other computer based electronic networks. For the purposes of this study, Electronic Resources refer to OPAC, CD-ROM, space and academic databases (Asmankwah, 2021).
2.3	Utilization of EIRs among Students
The tremendous change in the nature of information environment in the university occasioned by the information revolution, in which information has now migrated from print to electronic form, has made information easily accessible in the University. Information is now accessible on the computers, the CD-ROMs, the Internet or other digital networks. Due to the relative ease of accessibility of EIRs, there have been corresponding innovations and a shift in paradigm in information seeking behaviour of academic staff in the polytechnics toward EIRs from the print. The advancing digital age is therefore characterized with applications, access and use of ICTs and EIRs in the academic environments for teaching, learning, and research. In the university, the students essentially are involved in research and they need access to modern ICTs and EIRs to support their research activities (Gupta, 2021). In view of the seeming benefits of ICTs and EIRs in the university, scholars have been investigating the pattern of access and use of these new tools and facilities in research process in a global perspective Shelton, (2021) 
 Watts and Ibegbulam (2020) noted that there are existing research into the provision, access and use of EIRs in developing countries, there is still need for more research in this area. Observably, the increasing interest in research in this field is attributed to the rising expectation on the potential effect of EIRs on the information seeking behaviour of students in global arena (Abels et al., 2021).  
Ellis and Oldman (2021) explored the extent to which students in the UK universities are accessing information as a result of the emerging EIRs, particularly the Internet resources. The basic aim of the study was to determine the extent of accessibility and utilization of the Internet resources in research in the Humanities. It was found that most of the respondents were accessing and using the World Wide Web and the Internet to search for e-resources in their research. According to Ellis and Oldman (2021), the same study was extended to selected students in the United States, Canada, New Zealand and Australia with the aim of finding out whether or not the attitudes toward EIRs vary. The study indicated that compared with the researchers in the UK, overwhelming majority of the respondents were using the e-journals for research. A large percentage of the respondents were using online database and CD-ROMs as most of them preferred electronic to the traditional printed materials. It was also found that lack of computing skills was the most inhibiting factor on the use of EIRs among the respondents. The authors had recommended the need to redress problem of information literacy in relation to access and use of EIRs in surveyed countries. 
Tenopiret al. (2021) investigated the extent of use of EIRs by students in three countries (Australia, Finland, and the United States).  It was found that the extent of use of e-resources by students varies from country to country. From the results more than half of the respondents were using EIRs in the U.S, while two-thirds of the students used e-resources in Australia. Furthermore, EIRs were predominantly used in research activities in all the surveyed university in the three countries. The paper concluded that the use of EIRs is an integral part of the research process in Australia, Finland and the U.S. Another study by King, Tenopir, Choemprayong and Wu (2022) has also shown that student are significantly accessing and using e-resources (particularly the electronic journals) that are available in the library collection rather than the print.
Kaur and Verma (2021) reported the use of EIRs in Thapar University by revealed that maximum of user accessing e-resources for the intended purpose. The impact of e-resources is visible from the decrease in number of printed journals in comparison to increase in number of e-journals. Information stored electronically constitutes electronic and these be discussed in this section: E-journal, OPAC, Internet, Online databases, CD-ROM. Khan (2020) in a similar study “Use of e-journals by research scholars at Aligarh Muslim University and Banaras Hindu University” reveals that most of the research scholars are aware of the availability of e journals and largely use them for reference purpose in their research work. 
Achonna (2021) in a study examined students’ awareness, access, usage and problems faced in use of e-journal resources at the Yaba College of Technology library. Use of e-journal resources was found low and reason for this was linked to lack of skills, inadequate provision of computers, power outage etc. were the problems faced in use of resources. The Study concluded by noting the need for training skills, provision of adequate computers; need to popularize the information technology and its usage and to motivate the students to use e-journal resources. Bayugo and Agbeko (2020) reported on a survey of convenient access to, and use of, electronic databases (CDROM and online) with full-text journals and their effect on information seeking behavior of health sciences academics at the College of Health Sciences of the University of Ghana. The survey documented academics preferences of print and EIRs, and the specific databases and full-text journals. The results showed that Academics were unaware of the two full-text journal (HINARI and PERI) available at Library. Ansari (2022) revealed that a high percentage of library users in five academic libraries in New Delhi use OPAC as a search tool for retrieving documents. His study also shows that most of the users handled the OPAC themselves. One can conclude here that users of those five academic libraries have gone through the training offered by the libraries which help information searchers to use OPAC without requesting for the assistant of the library staff.
In another study out by Ibrahim (2004) which measured the use and perception of the United Arab Emirates University (UAEU) academic staff members of EIRs. It was revealed that frequency of use of EIRs was low.  Significant low usage was reported for e-books bibliographic databases and e–journals. Reasons for the low use of EIRs were lack of time because of the time needed to focus on teaching; lack of awareness of EIRs; ineffective communication channels; and language barrier. 
Dadzie (2015) investigated the use of EIRs by the students and academic staff of Ashesi University Ghana, in order to determine the level of use, the type of information accessed and the effectiveness of the library's communication tools for information research. The researcher found that one of the barriers to EIRs was the inadequate number of computers. 
Odunlade (2022) found out that there is high level of accessibility but no relationship with utilization. However, Sejane (2020) investigated the access to and use of EIRs in the Academic Libraries of the Lesotho Library Consortium shows the e-resources which were mostly accessed to include e-mail, search engines, websites and OPAC, while e-journals, full-text databases, EIRs and reference databases were least accessed.
In a study conducted by (Njoku, 2020) on utilization of EIRs among Students, the study revealed that most of the undergraduates in the three faculties {Science 52 (80.0%), Engineering 51 (76.1%) and Education 52 (69.3%)} noted that they used the Internet for research purposes. Findings revealed that some of the respondents in Engineering 13(19.4%), little above half in Science 33 (50.8%) and a significant number in Education 46 (61.4%) affirmed that they used online databases for research purposes. Online abstracts and CD-ROMs were also used for research purposes by the respondents {Engineering 13 (19.4%), Education 40 (53.3%) and Science 42 (64.7%) for research purposes. Results also showed that more than three-fifths 39 (68.2%) in Engineering, a few in Education 12(6%) and Science 16 (24.6%) pointed out that they used OPAC for seminar. It was found that e-books were also used by undergraduates in their respective faculties Engineering 17 (25.4%), Education 19 (25.3%) and Science 15 (23.0 %) for Class assignment. While CD-ROMs were also found to be useful to undergraduates in Engineering 15 (22.4%) and Science 11 (16.9%)as they indicated to have used CD-ROMs for class assignment, no respondents in Education admitted. Thus, although most undergraduates in university of Uyo used EIRs like the Internet, online databases, online abstracts and e-books for research purposes, the results across the faculties have shown that variation in discipline is a major determinant in the use of EIRs by undergraduates. This implies that EIRs that are not useful to academic discipline of undergraduates are most likely not to be used or underutilized. The patronage of various EIRs by undergraduates in the three faculties of the university is a pointer that EIRs provide relevant information that inconsistent with and in supportive of, various academic disciplines of undergraduates. This confirms the results of the study conducted Quadri et al., (2020) on the purpose of use of EIRs and reported that most undergraduates use EIRs for assignments, research and other academic activities.
2.4	The Impact of Using EIRs on students’ academic performance 
According to Yousef (2020), academic performance is the extent to which a student, lecturers, or institution, has achieved their short or long-term educational goals, academic performance can be commonly measured or ascertained through examinations or continuous assessments, hence cumulative grade point average (GPA) and completion of educational degrees such as high school and bachelor’s degrees represent academic achievements. The author concludes that there is no general agreement on how best to evaluate academic performance or which aspects are more important. Similarly, (Ali, 2021) posited that academic achievement represents performance outcomes that indicate the extent to which a person has accomplished specific goals that were the focus of activities in instructional environment, specifically in schools, colleges, and universities. EIRs play a crucial role in the libraries’ quest to meet their 21st century demands in the polytechnics. As Ekenna and Mabawonku (2020) rightly stated, EIRs are the bedrock of academic success as they provide accurate, up-to-date and round-the clock information for better educational outcomes and aid in the retrieval of huge amount of information for teaching, learning and research by students and staff in the ivory towers. 
Some studies have indicated that students use EIRs in the course of their stay in polytechnics (Toyo, 2017, Beetsha et al., 2021) and opportunities offered by EIRs may have been a factor that motivates their use by students. Quadri et al., (2021) investigated the purpose of use of EIRs by 291 students in Babcock and Redeemer’s polytechnics in Ogun state, Nigeria. The study adopted descriptive survey design and questionnaire as the instrument of data collection. It was revealed that while 128 (64%) of the respondents in Babcock used EIRs for assignment, the result was not different in Redeemers’ as most 49 (89.1%) respondents affirmed to have used EIRs for assignment. By implication, EIRs seem to be useful to academic activities of students. This reason may have informed EIRs’ status as important component in the information infrastructure of libraries as libraries now acquire and provide remote access to EIRs. 
Students, who are mostly the major users of the library in the Polytechnic community, use EIRs at different frequencies. Adeniran and Onuoha (2020) investigated the frequency of use of EIRs by 550 students in private polytechnics in Ogun state, using questionnaire as instrument of data collections. It was found that that the Internet (𝑥 = 4.31), OPAC (𝑥 = 3.43), Online databases (𝑥 = 3.66), e-journal (𝑥 = 3.34), e-books (𝑥 = 3.16) were the major EIRs used frequently by respondents while CD-ROM (𝑥 = 2.61) was not frequently used by the respondents. This corroborated the findings by Tamarka and Garg, (2021) who studied use of EIRs by 196 students in Guhawati, India and reported that majority of respondents 157 (39.84 %) preferred using e-journals and online databases 31 (7.86 %) to satisfy their academic/research needs more frequently. These results were as expected considering the fact that EIRs are essential for research and study and will always receive high patronage by students in the ivory towers. It is therefore, a matter of necessity for students to acquire and sustain the skills which will make them active users of EIRs as they face the ever-increasing demand to use information to complement their class instructions.
 Adeniran and Onuoha (2020) impact of EIRs on students academic performance in private polytechnics in Ogun state, using questionnaire as instrument of data collections, the study reveals that a great number of the respondents attested to the fact that the use of EIRs influences their performance in seminar writing and presentation with a means score 2.77 which is high enough and above the benchmark of 2.5.It revealed further that respondents did not really agree to the idea that the use of EIRs influences their performance in class assignment, with a mean score of 1.96. 
According to Adeleke and Emeahara (2021) the level of digital literacy skills possessed by students will enhance their quest to retrieve information from the Internet or the World Wide Web, online databases, e-books, e-journals, films, e- conversations, e-government reports, digital images or any number of other possible digital sources. This was buttressed by by Yo, (2021) who opined that the capacity to use e- information on the internet differs from the usual print and the way of reading on the Internet is branch – a student can navigate to the right or left, based on what is needed more at this moment. This implies that for students to leverage adequately the EIRs provided by the library, they should be digitally literate. 
Mole (2017) investigated the strategies for enhancing the academic use of EIRs. Using 2500 students in University of Nigeria, Nsukka, study adopted descriptive survey design and a self-developed questionnaire was used for data collection. Majority of the students strongly agreed (𝑥 3.56) that teaching advance searching digital skills will be significant in the quest to improve students use of EIRs in the polytechnics. The reason for this strong agreement may not be far from the fact that EIRs are housed in a wide range of sources and will take one with adequate searching skills to navigate effectively across different sources for information. Corroborating the above findings, Jamorgha, et.al (2022) reported that there is every tendency that the capacity of students to exploit e-information resources in an academic institution library will depend on the level of their skills, training and mastery of the digital technologies. 
Salman et.al (2020) investigated the factors that affect acquisition of digital literacy skills by 278 students in Fountain University library, Osogbo and the extent digital skills affect their use of EIRs. The study which adopted social survey research design, used questionnaire as the main instrument of data collection. Results showed that 90 (32.4%) admitted that lack of digital skills hinder their use of EIRs. Majority 161 (57.9%) and 121 (43.5%) of the respondents identified low internet bandwidth and volatility of online information respectively as a major challenge to their acquisition of digital proficiencies. Hence, to encourage the use of EIRs, it was recommended that libraries and librarians should 6 take proactive steps in training and orienting users on digital skills as this has the potential of increasing the patronage of EIRs in the libraries. 
 Abrosimova (2020) conducted a research to determine the level of digital literacy skills of 163 students in Kazan Federal University, Russia. 100(63 %) of respondents admitted to having high digital literacy skills that are mostly sufficient for e-navigation though they indicated having some difficulties which they often resolve. This result was expected as Russia is a high-income country; hence, have been able to develop and implement policies that may have improved students’ digital competencies. 
In a similar study, Yusuf and Endouware (2021) in their assessment of digital literacy skills of 100 academic librarians in Nigerian university, using a questionnaire as data collection instrument. The study revealed a low level of digital literacy skill possession by majority of the respondents. This result increases curiosity about digital literacy level of students as librarians are supposed to be digital literacy advocates to students in their quest to use EIRs. The study recommended that both librarians and students should scale up their level of digital literacy skills which is a necessary skill to effectively function in the information age. 
According to Shuling (2021), EIRs has gradually become a major resource in every university library in recent years. The growth and diversity of EIRs, especially e-journals, has led many to predict the extinction of the printed journal. It has been suggested that a new paradigm is sweeping scholarship. Rehman and Ramzy (2020) carried out a study at Kuwait University considering EIRs at the Centre for Health Sciences among health professionals. They found that most respondents agreed to lack of time (37.1%), lack of familiarity with searching (22.6%) and satisfaction with printed sources (20.2%) as the main reasons for not using the EIRs. 
Further, a study conducted by Renwick (2020) investigating the Faculty of Medical Sciences' (FMS) knowledge and use of EIRs provided by the Medical Sciences Library (MSL) at the University of the West Indies and the need for training in use of these resources. Finding revealed that academic staffs were quite knowledgeable about the EIRs available at MSL. In addition, reasons for using EIRs were for communication (86%), professional (79%), and personal research (77%), supporting teaching activities (74%). 
Thus, literature have shown that studies have been conducted to assess the level of digital literacy of information professionals in Nigeria (Jibril, et al, 2019, Yusuf and Endouware, 2021). Some results indicated that that low search skills may hinder the use of EIRs. Other findings point to the fact that digital literacy has not been fully entrenched in Nigerian polytechnics due some factors such as lack of digital facilities, poor network and low digital skills. Despite these revelations, there seem not to be sufficient empirical literature to ascertain the level of digital literacy skills and how it may influence use of EIRs among students. Therefore, to bridge this gap, this study is significant. 
2.5	Types of EIRs available in academic library
The emergence of  EIRs has greatly transformed information handling and management in Nigerian university communities. EIRs have gradually become a major resource in every polytechnic’s community. EIRs are provided in electronic form, and these include CD-ROM database, online databases, online journals, OPACs, Internet and other computer-based electronic networks (Quadri, 2020).
The various types and forms of e-resources in academic libraries are; e-databases, e-journals, e-data archives, e-manuscript, e-maps, e-books, e-magazines, e-thesis, WWW, e-newspapers, e-research reports, and e-bibliographic databases (Ankrah & Atuase, 2021). The major benefit of EIRs in the polytechnic library besides ease of access to the needed information is that access can be done remotely by academic staff in their offices/laboratories or at homes without physical visit to the library. Thus, EIRs promote efficiency in dissemination of information for research purposes in polytechnics (Thanuskodi, 2020).
EIRs as delivery of information tools/products to “requesting users electronically” usually by computer mediation. In view of the potential advantages and benefits of e-resources over the print in modern electronic information environment, accessibility and utilization of e-resources is fast becoming a norm in research in polytechnics around the world. Hence, “access to electronically stored information in computers has been increasing regularly” in polytechnics to aid academic staff in their research. Different types of EIRs that are used in this study are: e-journals, e-books, online databases, electronic conference proceedings and CD-ROM databases (Amankwah, 2020).


2.6      Challenges faced by undergraduates in utilizing EIRs.
Despite the alluring advantages of EIRs usage in Nigerian libraries and information centers, several obstacles seem to keep students from utilizing EIRs (Afolabi & Abidoye 2020).Which comprises:
· Poor infrastructural facilities: The main reason for the integration of ICT in library services failure has been the issues with subpar infrastructure, particularly unstable power supplies. To fully utilize current advancements in information technology to keep libraries up to speed, the government should create an atmosphere that is conducive to investors, particularly those in the information industry. In this sense, efforts should be made to improve upon the minimal technology and power-holding services now provided in Nigeria.
· Cost: Even though ICT is relevant to library services, the high cost of ICT equipment prevented most libraries from making extensive use of it. The majority of librarians and library patrons could not afford the price of a typical personal computer.
· Poor Maintenance of ICT Equipment: The majority of libraries don't have the right conditions for maintaining and operating ICT equipment. In addition, the majority of libraries badly manage their ICT infrastructure. Additionally, ICT equipment maintenance expenses are relatively high.
	According to Ezeani, (2021) several studies have demonstrated that senior libraries have trouble using some of these more modern tools.
Agaba (2020) studied that of ICT-based information resources and submitted that most of the respondents who has not utilized EIRs mentioned that they had no access to the services. Some indicated that they did not know what EIRs were, and hence could not use them. Other respondents mentioned lack of facilities to use and lack of time as limitations. Some categories of non-users were completely not aware of these resources and actually needed more information about them. Some had reasons like overcrowding in the library computer laboratory, failure to get a password from the library staff, lack of information about EIRs, and lack of familiarity with the resources as the hindrances they have in utilizing EIRs. Other factors discovered by the same author (Agaba, 2020) as hindering the use of EIRs is the location of some faculties. The author gave an example of the faculties of Veterinary and Human Medicine and others in their Institution that is far from the University Library. Other problems highlighted by the author include lack of fixed schedules for computer laboratories; centralization of the resources; lack of time; irrelevance of the databases; limited subscription to databases; poor packaging of information; library’s preference for cheaper EIRs; limited accessibility to databases through use of passwords; restriction on use of diskettes for information retrieval; and brevity of information. The least mentioned factors were laziness, inability to print from the library, and limited funding from the University to avail every department the needed facilities. In view of the digitization of library in higher institutions many studies were conducted on the use of EIRs. Thus in another study conducted by Agaba (2020) he reported that the challenges to the utilization of EIRs by students are the inadequacy of facilities for use. It was mentioned as the biggest problem users faced, leading to congestion. Poor computer communication systems were mentioned, with some respondents taking poor bandwidth as leading to poor utilization of the resources. The increased use of EIRs for academic purposes and infrastructure were problems responsible for poor communication service of the E-library resources. The report also revealed that most respondents had not heard about electronic document delivery services. 
Centralized utilization of EIRs was cited as one of the issues inhibiting the use of those resources. Those interviewed suggested that the introduction of the Local Area Network (LAN) would go a long way to solve this problem. Unstable internet facilities, limited access to some sites, inadequate time schedules for individual departments that were accessing these resources from the University Library, were mentioned as some of the factors. Some lecturers for example mentioned that “biological abstracts relevant to their field of study” were not available, concluding, “There were no relevant databases that suit information needs”. As mentioned earlier, the study revealed that few of the respondents were beginners in computer use. It is no wonder, therefore, that poor computer skills was of the problems cited. Some raised the issue of location of faculties, space limitations, poor publicity by the University Library, printing costs, restrictions on use of diskettes, unnecessary erasure of mails, and lack of time as the problems affecting their use of e-library resources. Another reason users generally complained of for non-use of e-journals is: non-availability of backup volumes in e-journals and the impossibility of using e-journals physically at different places. Most users mentioned that they used e-journal mainly from their libraries and preferred the print in the libraries. There are problems like frequent changes in ICT and absence of technical support (Ikem & Ajala, 2021). 
Attama (2021) explained some problems which are hampering the availability of EIRs in higher institutions in Nigeria. These are:
· The situation where libraries are housed in temporary and shanty quarter. The author noted that in this state of affairs, effective use of EIRs cannot be guaranteed. Some of these buildings may equally be unsuitable located, some new workshops, student hostels and noise prone areas such as main roads and canteens. The consequence is poor concentration and understanding by users of the libraries and the performance of the staff in information service is also hampered. 
· The negligence of many school administrators and their inability to appreciate the importance of libraries in the implementation of their institutional goals. This has resulted in the in ability of the administrators to grant the basic needs of libraries in the area of staff. Thus, there are inadequately trained professionals and non professionals in libraries across the countries. This has caused offering of minimal service which are not compatible with the needs of users. 
· The relegation of audio-visual facilities such as video tapes and video recorders, slides, radio-cassettes, television sets projectors in the background. Also many libraries do not have a unit or section of audio visual 
Njoku, (2020) identified problems associated with the use of EIRs in postgraduate research in the universities located in south-east Nigeria. These problems range among others, from lack of fund, high cost of ICT services, lack of competency by university libraries, denial of free access to the use of university websites, as well as lack of knowledge of websites. Erens (2020) also identified that lack of awareness, incompetence, as well as lack of adequate funding protracts the utilization of EIRs in Nigerian libraries. Manning (2020) stipulated that another problem facing the utilization of EIRs is the issue of librarians not being well acquainted with the ICT resources. This problem among others poses serious hindrances to the use of EIRs by postgraduate research students in Nigeria universities. Njoku (2020) identified challenges associated with the use of e-resources identified by economics education students’ include; slow internet speed, trouble in locating relevant information, surplus of information resources on the Internet, Time inefficiency in viewing/downloading pages, limited computer system, power outage, lack of ICT skills, insufficient database in economics education, inadequate user ability in manipulating e-resources, expensive internet subscriptions, limited access to e-resources, and poor networking system, respectively. In a study conducted by Ayo (2021)  on challenges associated with the use of e-resources in universities library, the study  revealed the major challenges that students were confronted with were highlighted as follows; slow internet speed, difficulty in finding relevant information, overload of information on the Internet, it takes too long to view/download pages, limited computer system, power outage, lack of ICT skills, insufficient database in economics education, inadequate user ability in manipulating e-resources, expensive internet subscriptions, limited access to e-resources, and poor networking system, respectively.
2.7      Conclude/Summarise the Chapter
Owing to the numerous problems facing the utilization EIRs, authors have suggested various ways by which the problems affecting the use of EIRs can be reduced to enhance the use of EIRs. The library environment is the first motivator that will attract the users to the library. This gives the reason why Ajayi and Adetayo (2021) suggested that the library environment should be made more pleasant and comfortable.  
Ikegbune (2022) also gave the solution to the problems facing accessibility of EIRs to be larger and better-trained staff member with more subject competencies to explain resources, prepare bibliographies, and locate materials in other libraries and-Participation in more cooperative activities in the acquisition and dissemination of materials. 
The problem of inadequate fund was addressed by the suggestion of Igbo and Dike (2022). It is their believe that the problem of unavailability and utilization of EIRs was due to lack of high funds. They therefore advised that academic libraries be funded directly by the government instead of the libraries receiving their subvention from the university authority.
Ogbonna (2021) also gave measures which can be used to enhance the utilization of EIRs. The measures the author gave are: putting into use the available EIRs, the location and organization of EIRs in the library should be user friendly, training and retraining of staff on the use of EIRs should be practised; and lastly funding of the libraries should be improved.
The problem of inadequate awareness was addressed by Popoola (2022) he recommended that library management in Nigerian Universities should create Faculty awareness about the available EIRs. This according to him could be done through planned public relations programmes, library week, study tours, user education programmes, library exhibitions, organization of seminars, symposia and workshops, library awards night, librarian making contact with the Faculty staff and improve communication links with the latter. The author also suggested that library must constantly update and weed its outdated and non-useful collection. The update of library collection will make the library to be current in the information it provides for its users therefore enriching their knowledge. Commenting more on the need for proper orientation on library use Sheeppke (2022) asserted that librarians can help motivate the use of library and EIRs by advertising the library they worked in as “learner friendly” to those who do not know how to search.
Maliki and Uche (2021) also found out that not only the students but also their parents and the circumstances of their existence place a consideration impact on the student’s ability to utilize EIRs. They therefore encouraged parents to lay proper foundation for their children’s school learning, socio-economic strata notwithstanding. They believed that if the home provides the necessary level of cognitive stimulation which the students require at different stages of development, the reading culture will be cultivated early in life. The hunger for printed materials will be created and utilization of EIRs will just follow a natural course, for the enhancement and intellectual development of the students. Adewale, (2020) suggested strategies for enhancing the use of e-resources in the university libraries, include; increasing the strength of bandwidth, provision of stable power supply, organization of training and workshops on ICT for students to enhance their usability capability, the introduction of a computer training programme for first-year students' among other suggestions made. 





















CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
 3.1	Introduction
This chapter will discuss the methods used in the study. It will include a thorough account of all the methods used and the circumstances in which the various stages of the inquiry were conducted. Additionally, it will outline the design of the primary research tool (questionnaire), which is used to gather the primary data. The chapter is discussed under the following subheadings:
3.2	Research Design
3.3	Population of the Study
3.4	Sampling Technique and Sample Size
3.5	Instrument for Data Collection
3.6	Validity and Reliability of Research Instrument 
3.7	Methods of Data Collection
3.8	Methods of Data Analysis
 
3.2	Research Design 
The research design for this study was descriptive survey design. (Aina & Ajiferuka, 2020) defined a descriptive research as a systematic and comprehensive collection of data about opinions, attitudes, feelings, beliefs and behaviours of people. This method of research design is considered appropriate for this study because it would allow the researcher to come up with a generalization about the entire population from which the data is collected.

3.3	Population of the Study 
A population is a discrete group of individuals, be it a population that is part of a nation or a population that has a common characteristic. In statistics, a population is the set of individuals from whom a statistical sample is drawn. Therefore, any group of individuals who share anything may be considered a population.
According to Sekaran and Bougie (2021), the population is the total set of people or things about whom the researcher wishes to extrapolate study results. The population of this research work was 34 Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.
The total population of the Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University were shown in the table below;
	S/N
	Levels of Students
	Numbers of Students

	1
	100 L
	10

	2
	200 L
	8

	3
	300 L
	8

	4
	400 L
	7

	
	TOTAL
	34


(Source: Office of Head of Department, LIS).
3.4	Sample Size and Sampling Techniques 
The sampling method that will be adopted for the purpose of this study will be total enumeration sampling techniques of the entire LIS undergraduates in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.

3.5	Instrument for Data Collection
According to Sekaran and Bougie (2022), research instruments are tools or equipment that researchers employ to collect data for a study. They are sometimes referred to as data collecting instruments or tools. These tools support researchers in gathering precise and trustworthy data to answer their study questions or goals. Depending on the author or researcher, there may be minor differences in the definition and categories of research tools. 
A well adopted questionnaire titled “Evaluation of EIRs usage among undergraduates of  LIS  in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.The questionnaire will be divided into five sections (A, B, C, D, & E ) 
3.6	Validity and Reliability of Research Instrument
The degree to which an instrument measures what it is supposed to measure and correctly captures the construct or idea of interest in a research study is referred to as its validity. The project supervisor  examined, approved, and have the questionnaire revised before sending it to the respondents.
Reliability in a test is characterized by its ability to yield consistent results when utilized by various researchers in stable conditions. Consistency and stability over time are key indicators of reliability. Moreover, reliability is gauged by the extent to which a test is free from measurement errors, as an increase in measurement errors corresponds to a decrease in reliability (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2020). In this study, the reliability of the questionnaire was assessed using a test-retest approach.


3.7	Method of Data Collection 
	Data collection is the process of gathering, quantifying, and interpreting precise research insights via the application of established, verified methods. A researcher using the data that has been gathered can assess their information. Regardless of the study topic, data collecting is typically the first and most crucial stage in the process. Depending on the information needed, various disciplines of study use different approaches to data gathering.
Kabir (2020) defined data collection as the process of obtaining and assessing information on relevant variables in a predetermined, methodical way so as to address research questions and assess results.
The researcher collected the needed data through the use of questionnaire and its administration to the entire Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. The administrations of the questionnaire was carried out by the researcher. 
3.8	Method of Data Analysis 
 Tables was created in order to analyse the data and information provided by the questionnaire, and the descriptive statistics technique of analysis was used to ascertain the information's percentage distribution.






CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
4.1	Introduction 		
In this chapter, the results of data analysis are presented. This is done with reference to both the research questions and the questionnaire formulated to direct the study. Thirty-four (34) copies of questionnaires that were issued out, thirty-two (32) representing (94%) were filled and returned by the respondents which were used for the analysis. A total of 2 questionnaires (6%) were however lost. The returned questionnaires were organized and analysed by means frequency and percentages (%) for the analysis. The table of distribution and return of questionnaires is presented in the table below.
Table 4.2: Showing Sex of Respondents						
	Male 
	Female 
	Total 

	Freq
	%
	Freq.
	%
	

	11
	34
	21
	65.6
	32 


Source: Field Work, 2025
Table 4.2 above shows the sex of the respondents. It reveals that out of the 32 questionnaires that were filled, returned and used for the analysis, 11 (34%) respondents were males while 21 (65.6%) were females.
Table 4.2.1: Showing Respondents Age
	25-30
	         31-35
	36-40
	40 and above

	Freq
	%
	Freq.
	%
	Freq
	%
	

	19
	59.4
	   10
	31.3
	3
	9.4
	-----------


Source: Field Work, 2025
Table 4.2.2 above shows the age of the respondents. It revealed that 19 (59.4%) were between the ages of 25-30, 10 (31.3%) were 31-35 years where as 3 (9.4%) were between the ages of 36-40.
Table 4.2.2: Showing Respondents Level of Study
	100L
	        200L
	300L
	400L

	Freq
	%
	Freq.
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	9
	28.1
	8
	25
	8
	25
	7
	21.9


Source: Field Work, 2025.
Table 3 shows the respondents level of study. It reveals that 9 (28.1%) were in 100L, 8 (25%) were in 200L, 8 of the respondents represented by (25%) were in 300L, while 7 (21.9%) were in 400L respectively.
4.3	Respondents Responses Based on the Research Questions 
RQ 1: What is the extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
Table 4.3.1: Extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS
	S/No.
	Extent of users’ patronage in academic library resources 
	VH
	H
	M
	L

	
	
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	1
	E-books
	5
	15.6
	10
	31.3
	8
	25
	9
	28

	2
	E-journals 
	10
	31.3
	8
	25
	10
	31.3
	4
	12.5

	3
	Databases
	9
	28
	11
	34
	9
	28
	3
	9.4

	4
	Audio visual materials
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	10
	31.3
	3
	9.4

	5
	Virtual libraries
	8
	25
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	5
	15.6

	6
	E-theses, projects and dissertations
	12
	37.5
	10
	31.3
	8
	25
	2
	6.3

	7
	CDs/DVDs/VCDs
	11
	34
	9
	28
	10
	31.3
	2
	6.3

	8
	Open access repositories
	10        
	31.3
	10 
	31.3
	9
	28
	3
	9.4

	9
	Online public access            catalogue
	11
	34.9
	9
	28
	10
	31.3
	2
	6.3

	10
	Open educational resources
	10
	31.3
	11
	34.9
	8
	25
	3
	9.4

	11
	Websites
	9
	28
	10 
	31.3
	8
	25
	4
	10

	12
	Institutional repositories
	10 
	31.3
	10 
	31.3
	9
	28
	3
	9.4

	13
	E-reference book
	12
	37.5
	10 
	31.3
	9
	28
	11
	34.9

	14
	E-newspapers
	10        
	31.3
	7
	21.9
	10
	31.3
	5
	156


Source: Field Work, 2025.
Table 4.3.1 above presents respondents responses on extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.  An aggregated 5 of respondents represented by (15.6%) said that extent of utilization of E-books is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 8 (25%), said it is medium, as 29 (25.%), 9 (12.5%) said it is small.  More so, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of E-journal by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 8 (25%) said it is high, 10(31.3%) said it is high, 10 (31.3%) said it is medium, while 4 represented by (12.5%) said it is small. Furthermore, An aggregated 9 of respondents represented by (28%) said that extent of utilization of Databases is very high, 11 (34%) said it is high, 9 (28%), said it is medium, as 3 (9.4%) said it is small.  More so, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of Audio visual materials by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 9 (28%) said it is high, 10 (31.3%) said it is medium, while 3 (9.4%) said it is small. More so, An aggregated 12 of respondents represented by (37.5%) said that extent of utilization of Virtual libraries is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 8 (25%), said it is medium, as 2 (6.3%) said it is small.  Also, 11 (34%) said that extent of utilization of E-theses, projects and dissertations by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 9 (28%) said it is high, 10 (31.3%) said it is medium, 2 (6.3%) said it is small. Furthermore, An aggregated 10 of respondents represented by (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of CDs/DVDs/VCDs is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 9 (28%), said it is medium, as 3 (9.4%) said it is small.  More so, 11 (34%) said that extent of utilization of Open access repositories by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 9 (28%) said it is high, 10 (31.3%) said it is medium, while (6.3%) said it is small.    
Furthermore, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of Online public access catalogue by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 11 (34%) said it is high, 8 (25%) said it is medium, 3 (9.4%) said it is small. Furthermore, An aggregated 9 of respondents represented by (28%) said that extent of utilization of Open educational resources is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 8 (25%), said it is medium, as 4 (10%) said it is small.  More so, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of Websites by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 9 (28%) said it is medium, while 3 (9.4%) said it is small.
Also, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of Institutional repositories by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 9 (28%) said it is medium, 3 (9.4%) said it is small. Furthermore, An aggregated 12 of respondents represented by (37.5%) said that extent of utilization of E-reference book is very high, 10 (31.3%) said it is high, 9 (28%), said it is medium, as 11 (10%) said it is small. Finally, 10 (31.3%) said that extent of utilization of E-newspapers by Undergraduates of LIS is very high, 7 (21.9%) said it is high, 10 (31.3%) said it is medium, while 5 (15.6%) said it is small.
From the above analysis therefore, it can be deduced that extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS is high.
RQ 2: What are the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
Table 4.3.2: Factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.
	S/N
	Factors that influence the EIRs usage
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	
	Freq
	 %
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	1
	Accessibility of EIRS
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	10
	31.3
	3
	9.3

	2
	Awareness of EIRS
	11
	44.2
	10
	31.3
	7
	21.8
	4
	12.5

	3
	User-friendliness of the  EIR interface
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	9
	28
	4
	12.5

	4
	Relevancy to curriculum
	9
	28
	8
	43.8
	9
	28
	4
	12.5

	5
	Technical support availability
	10
	31.3
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	4
	12.4


Source: Field Work, 2025.
Table 4.3.2 above presents respondents responses on factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.  An aggregated 10 of respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that Accessibility of EIRS is one of the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria, 9 (28%) agreed, 10 (31.3%) disagreed where as 3 (9.3%) strongly disagreed. Moreso, 11 (44.2%) strongly agreed that Awareness of EIRS is one of the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria, 10 (31.3%) agreed, 7 (21.8%) disagreed while 4 represented by (12.5%) strongly disagreed. Furthermore, an aggregated 10 of the respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that User-friendliness of the  EIRs interface is one of the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria, 9 (28%) agreed, 9 (28%) disagreed and 4 (12.5%) strongly disagreed. In a similar vein, 9 respondents represented by (28%) strongly agreed that Relevancy to curriculum is one of the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria, 8 (43.8%) agreed, 9 (28%) disagreed while 4 (12.5%) strongly disagreed. Lastly, 10 (31.3%) strongly agreed that Technical support availability is one of the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria, 10 (31.3%) agreed, 9 (28%) disagreed while 4 (12.4%) strongly disagreed. 
From the above analysis therefore, it can be deduced that majority of respondents agreed to all the items in on the table as the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates of  LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria.

RQ 3: What is the impact of using EIRs on academic performance Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria? 
Table 4.3.3: Impact of using EIRs on academic performance Undergraduates of LIS
	S/N
	Impact of using EIRs on academic performance Undergraduates of LIS 
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	
	Freq
	 %
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	1
	The use of EIRs has improved the Quality of Assignment and project 
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	9
	28
	4
	14.5

	2
	EIRS help me prepare better for examination 
	12
	37.5
	11
	34.4
	2
	6.3
	7
	21.9

	3
	Access to EIRs has enhanced my research skills 
	10
	31.3
	11
	34.4
	9
	28
	2
	6.3

	4
	The use of EIRs has increased academic confidence
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	10
	31.3
	3
	9.4

	5
	using of EIRs saves my time compare to 
tradition library resources
	12
	37.5
	10
	31.3
	7
	21.9
	4
	3.2


Source: Field Work, 2025.

Table 4.3.3 above presents respondents responses on impact of using EIRs on academic performance Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. An aggregated 10 of respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that the use of EIRs has improved the Quality of their Assignment and project, 9 (28%) agreed, 9 (28%) disagreed where as 4 (14.5%) strongly disagreed. Moreso, 12 (37.5%) strongly agreed that EIRs help them to prepare better for examination , 11 (34.4%) agreed, 2 (6.3%) disagreed while 7 represented by (21.9%) strongly disagreed. Furthermore, an aggregated 10 of the respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that Access to EIRs has enhanced their research skills, 11 (34.4%) agreed, 9 (28%) disagreed while 2 (6.3%) strongly disagreed. In a similar vein, 10 respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that the use of EIRs has increased their academic confidence, 9 (28%) agreed, 10 (31.3%) disagreed while 3 (9.4%) strongly disagreed. Finally, 12 (37.5%) strongly agreed that using of EIRs saves my time compare to tradition library resource, 10 (31.3%) agreed, 7 (21.9%) disagreed while 4 (3.2%) strongly disagreed. 
From the above analysis therefore, it can be deduced that majority of respondents agreed that EIRs have significant impact on their academic performance.
RQ 4: What are the challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
Table 4.3.4: Challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs
	S/N
	Challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	
	Freq
	 %
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	1
	I experience unstable internet connectivity when accessing EIRs
	10
	31.3
	9
	28
	8
	9.0
	5
	15.6

	2
	I am not fully aware of EIRs available in institution
	11
	34.4
	10
	31.3
	5
	15.6
	6
	18.7

	3
	I lack proper training on how use EIRs effectively
	11
	34.4
	11
	34.4
	6
	18.7
	4
	12.5

	4
	I find I hard to identify credible an relevant information
	10
	31.3
	11
	   34.4
	5
	15.6
	6
	18.7


Source: Field Work, 2025.
Table 4.3.4 above presents respondents responses on challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. An aggregated 10 of respondents represented by (31.3%) strongly agreed that they experience unstable internet connectivity when accessing EIRS, 9 (28%) agreed, 8 (9.0%) disagreed whereas (15.6%) strongly disagreed. Moreso, 11 (34.4%) strongly agreed that they are not fully aware of EIRS available in institution, 10 (31.3%) agreed, 5 (15.6%) disagreed while 6 represented by (18.7%) strongly disagreed. Furthermore, an aggregated 11 of the respondents represented by (34.4%) strongly agreed that they lack proper training on how use EIRS effectively, 11 (34.4%) agreed, 6 (18.7%) disagreed while 4 (12.5%) strongly disagreed. Finally, 10 (31.3%) strongly agreed that they find it hard to identify credible an relevant information, 11 (34.5%) agreed, 5 (15.6%) disagreed while 6 (18.7%) strongly disagreed. 
From the above analysis therefore, It can be observed from the analysis that, the respondents agreed to all the challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria which include: unstable internet connectivity, unaware of EIRS available in institution, lack proper training on how use EIRs effectively, difficulty to identify credible an relevant information, among others.
4.4	Discussion of Findings
Summary of results showed the following; 
This study evaluated the EIRs Usage among Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. The demographic distribution of the respondents revealed that majority of the respondents for this study were female with age range of 25-30 years. Majority of the respondents were 400L students.
The study found that the extent of utilizing EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS is high. This finding is in agreement with the work of Gupta and Sanocki (2017), who in their study asserted that the extent of utilizing EIRs by Undergraduates of Adeyemi university of Education. The study revealed that students frequently use EIRs. Also, the result of this is in consonance with the findings of Tenopiret et al., (2021) who investigated the extent of use of EIRs by students in three countries (Australia, Finland, and the United States).  It was found that the extent of use of e-resources by Undergraduates varies from country to country. From the results more than half of the respondents were using EIRs in the U.S, while two-thirds of the students used e-resources in Australia. Furthermore, EIRs were predominantly used in research activities in all the surveyed university in the three countries.
The study found that there are factors influencing the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria which include: accessibility of EIRS, awareness of EIRs, user-friendliness of the EIRs interface, relevancy to curriculum among others. This finding is in harmony with the work of Kisiedu (2019) who highlighted sufficient funding, access to resources, accessibility of EIRs, awareness of EIRs, user-friendliness of the EIRs interface, and relevancy to curriculum, and suitable human resources.
The study revealed that EIRs have significant impact on students’ academic performance. The result of this study is in agreement or harmony with the findings of Adeniran and Onuoha (2020) who investigated impact of EIRs on students academic performance in private polytechnics in Ogun state, using questionnaire as instrument of data collections, the study reveals that a great number of the respondents attested to the fact that the use of EIRs influences their  academic performance. Quadri et al., (2021) investigated the impact of use of EIRs by 291 students in Babcock and Redeemer’s polytechnics in Ogun state, Nigeria. The study adopted descriptive survey design and questionnaire as the instrument of data collection. It was revealed that 128 (64%) of the respondents in Babcock agreed that used of EIRs significantly improved their academic performance.
Moreso, the study found the challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria which include: unstable internet connectivity, unaware of EIRS available in institution, lack proper training on how use EIRS effectively, difficulty to identify credible an relevant information, among others. The result of this study is study corroborates the findings of Njoku, (2020) who identified problems associated with the use of EIRs in postgraduate research in the universities located in south-east Nigeria. These problems range among others, from lack of fund, high cost of ICT services, lack of competency by university libraries, lack proper training on how use EIRS effectively, denial of free access to the use of university websites, as well as lack of knowledge of websites.  The result of this study is also in agreement or harmony with the findings of Erens (2020) who also identified that lack of awareness, incompetence, as well as lack of adequate funding protracts the utilization of EIRs in Nigerian libraries. 













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMARRY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	Introduction 
In this chapter Summary of Findings, conclusion and recommendations are presented. The discussion of the result is based on the objectives of the study and research questions that guided the study. 
5.2 Summary of Findings
The followings were discovered by the study
It was discovered that the extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS is high. 
The study further discovered that accessibility of EIRs, awareness of EIRs, user-friendliness of the  EIR interface, technical support availability are factors influencing the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria
The study revealed that EIRs have significant impact on students’ academic performance.
Finally, the study found the challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah  University, Ilorin, Nigeria which include: unstable internet connectivity, unaware of EIRs available in institution, lack proper training on how use EIRs effectively, difficulty to identify credible an relevant information among others.
5.3	Conclusion
This study evaluated the usage of  EIRs among undergraduates of  LIS at Al-Hikmah University Ilorin. The study concludes that undergraduates of the LIS department at Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, make use of EIRs to a great extent. The study also found that EIRs usage has a positive impact on students' academic performance, enabling them to access a vast array of information, enhance their knowledge, and develop critical thinking skills. However, the study also identified several factors influencing the usage of EIRs, including accessibility, awareness, and relevance to the curriculum. These factors highlight the importance of sustained efforts in improving the digital infrastructure, user education, and integration of EIRs into academic programs to enhance their effective utilization.
5.3	Recommendation
Guided by the objectives and findings of the study, the following recommendations were made: 
1.  Improve Accessibility to EIRs: The university management should ensure stable internet connectivity and expand access points such as digital libraries and computer labs to facilitate easier access to EIRs.
2. .Increase Awareness Campaigns: library management should organize regular sensitization workshops and orientation programs to educate students about the availability and importance of EIRs for academic success.
3.  Integrate EIRs into the Curriculum: The university management should incorporate EIRs into course reading lists and assignments to promote regular and purposeful usage among students.
4.  Provide Continuous Training and Support: library management should organize  training sessions on how to effectively search, evaluate, and use EIRs should be held periodically to enhance students' digital literacy.
5.  Enhance the Quality and Relevance of EIRs: library management should ensure that the EIRs subscribed to are up-to-date, relevant, and aligned with the curriculum needs of the LIS department.
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APPENDIX
QUESTIONAIRA
EVALUATION OF EIRs USAGE AMONG UNDERGRADUATES OF LIS IN AL-HIKMAH UNIVERSITY, ILORIN, NIGERIA.
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed on Evaluation of EIRs Usage among Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria. Your kind response to the questionnaire will be appreciated as it will help in the successful completion of this study. The provided information will be utilized for academic purpose and shall be treated confidently. 
Thanks for your cooperation.
Yours Sincerely
YE
Research Student 
SECTION A Demographic Data
Instruction: Please, fill the information below and tick (       ) the box applicable to you once 
1. Sex:	 Male (          )			Female (        )

1. Age:	 25-30 (         ) 	   31-35 (     )   36-40 (      ) 41-45 (       )    46 and above (     )
1. Level : 100L (     ), 200L (    ). 300L (    ), 400L (      )

Using four point likert scale: SA- Strongly    Agree   A – Agree      D- Disagree	SD- Strongly Disagree.
                          			  SECTION B
RQ1: What is the extent of utilization of EIRs by Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
 (Please click the appropriate box selected)
	S/N
	ITEM
	VH
	H
	M
	L

	1
	E-books
	
	
	
	

	2
	E-journal
	
	
	
	

	3
	Databases
	
	
	
	

	4
	Audio visual materials
	
	
	
	

	5
	Virtual libraries
	
	
	
	

	6
	E-theses, projects and dissertations
	
	
	
	

	7
	CDs/DVDs/VCDs
	
	
	
	

	8
	Open access repositories
	
	
	
	

	9
	Online public access catalogue
	
	
	
	

	10
	Open educational resources
	
	
	
	

	11
	Websites
	
	
	
	

	12
	Institutional repositories
	
	
	
	

	13
	E-reference book
	
	
	
	

	14
	E-newspapers
	
	
	
	



SECTION  C
RQ 2: What are the factors that influence the EIRs usage by Undergraduates LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
 (Please click the appropriate box selected)
	S/N
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Accessibility of EIRs
	
	
	
	

	2
	Awareness of EIRs
	
	
	
	

	3
	User-friendliness of the  EIRs interface
	
	
	
	

	4
	Relevancy to curriculum
	
	
	
	

	5
	Technical support availability
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _MON_1620145438]SECTION D
RQ3: What is the impact of using EIRs on academic performance Undergraduates of LIS in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria? 
 (Please click the appropriate box selected)
	S/N
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	The use of EIRs has improved the Quality of Assignment and project
	
	
	
	

	2
	EIRs help me prepare better for examination
	
	
	
	

	3
	Access to EIRs has enhanced my research skills
	
	
	
	

	4
	The use of EIRs has increased academic confidence
	
	
	
	

	5
	Using of EIRs saves my time compare to tradition library resources
	
	
	
	



SECTION E
RQ4: What are the challenges faced by students in utilizing EIRs in Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin, Nigeria?
 (Please click the appropriate box selected)
	S/N
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I experience unstable internet connectivity when accessing EIRs
	
	
	
	

	2
	I am not fully aware of EIRs available in institution
	
	
	
	

	3
	I lack proper training on how use EIRs effectively

	
	
	
	

	4
	I find I hard to identify credible an relevant information
	
	
	
	



 (
VIII
)
