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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the perceived influence of community radio in conflict resolution and peacebuilding among the residents of Moro Local Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria. Recognizing the increasing relevance of media in grassroots development, the research explores how community radio contributes to resolving local conflicts and fostering peaceful coexistence within the community.
A descriptive survey design was adopted, and data were collected through structured questionnaires administered to 100 randomly selected residents. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency counts and percentages, while a chi-square test was used to test the hypothesis.
Findings revealed a high level of listenership of community radio, with most respondents acknowledging its role in addressing conflict-related issues through programs such as peace education, community dialogue, and public awareness campaigns. The majority of participants perceived community radio as an effective tool for conflict resolution and peacebuilding. However, the study also identified key challenges including inadequate funding, limited coverage, political interference, and lack of trained personnel.
The study concludes that community radio plays a significant role in promoting peace and resolving conflicts at the grassroots level. It recommends increased investment in community radio infrastructure, personnel training, and greater community involvement in programming as strategies to enhance its effectiveness in peacebuilding.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 	Background to the Study
Conflict is an inevitable aspect of human society, often arising from divergent interests, beliefs, and values. In many communities, especially in developing countries like Nigeria, conflict has posed a significant threat to social harmony, economic development, and political stability. The role of communication, particularly through community radio, has increasingly become recognized as a crucial tool in resolving conflicts and fostering peace among people (Frère, 2012).
Community radio serves as a platform for information dissemination, dialogue, and community mobilization. Unlike mainstream media, community radio is localized, participatory, and reflects the needs, aspirations, and cultures of the community it serves. It provides a voice for marginalized groups and can facilitate peaceful coexistence by promoting mutual understanding and tolerance (Myers, 2008).
In Nigeria, the usage of community radio has grown significantly in both urban and rural areas. It has become instrumental in conflict-prone regions where conventional media may not effectively reach or resonate with local populations. In Moro Local Government Area of Kwara State, issues of communal clashes, land disputes, and ethno-religious tensions have at various times disrupted peaceful living. In such settings, the role of community radio in mediating, educating, and engaging residents cannot be overemphasized.
Conflict is a common feature of human interaction, and while it is not always destructive, when left unmanaged, it can lead to violence, displacement, and long-term instability. In many parts of the world, including Nigeria, conflict arises from a combination of factors such as ethnic and religious diversity, political rivalry, land disputes, and economic inequality. Over the years, the frequency and complexity of conflicts in Nigeria have posed serious threats to national integration, particularly at the grassroots level. Moro Local Government Area in Kwara State is one such location that has experienced tensions ranging from boundary disputes to inter-community rivalries.
Effective communication plays a pivotal role in managing and resolving conflicts. Media platforms, especially radio, have historically served as critical channels for information dissemination and public enlightenment. Among these, community radio stands out as a particularly powerful tool due to its grassroots orientation, accessibility, and ability to broadcast in local languages. Unlike national or commercial stations, community radio is participatory and aims to reflect the voices, concerns, and realities of its immediate audience (Myers, 2008).
Community radio acts as a bridge between divided groups, offering a platform for dialogue and reconciliation. It enables citizens to hear alternative perspectives, express grievances peacefully, and learn about non-violent approaches to conflict resolution. In conflict-prone areas, it can help de-escalate tensions by providing accurate information, countering rumors, and promoting messages of peace, tolerance, and coexistence (Frère, 2012). The interactive nature of radio—through phone-ins, interviews, and town hall formats—also allows for inclusive participation, where both the elite and marginalized voices can be heard.
In Nigeria, where illiteracy levels are still relatively high in many rural areas, radio remains one of the most effective means of mass communication. Its affordability and wide reach make it ideal for communicating to diverse audiences, especially in places like Moro LGA, where access to television or internet-based media may be limited. Despite the acknowledged potential of community radio in peacebuilding, there is limited empirical data assessing its actual impact on the communities it serves. 
This study, therefore, seeks to explore the perceived influence of community radio on conflict resolution and peacebuilding among residents of Moro Local Government. It aims to understand whether the local population sees community radio as an effective instrument for promoting peace and unity, and to what extent they engage with radio programs designed for that purpose.

This study investigates the perceived influence of community radio in conflict resolution and peace building among residents of Moro Local Government. It explores how the content, structure, and accessibility of community radio can contribute to managing conflict and fostering a culture of peace.
1.2 	Statement of the Problem
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the increasing presence of community radio stations in Nigeria, their role in peace building and conflict resolution is not well understood or documented. In Moro Local Government, recurring incidents of conflict highlight the need for effective communication strategies. However, it remains unclear whether residents perceive community radio as a significant tool in mitigating such conflicts and fostering peace. This study seeks to fill this knowledge gap by examining the extent to which community radio influences peace-building efforts in the area.


1.3 	Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to examine the perceived influence of community radio in conflict resolution and peace building among residents of Moro Local Government. The specific objectives are to:
1. Assess the level of access and listenership of community radio among residents.
2. Evaluate the content of community radio programs related to conflict and peace.
3. Determine the effectiveness of community radio in resolving local conflicts.
4. Examine the perceptions of residents on the role of community radio in promoting peaceful coexistence.
1.4 Research Questions
This study seeks to answer the following research questions:
1. What is the level of access and listenership of community radio among residents of Moro Local Government?
2. What kind of content is aired on community radio related to conflict resolution and peace building?
3. How effective is community radio perceived to be in resolving local conflicts?
4. What are the residents’ perceptions of the role of community radio in fostering peace?
1.5 Research Hypotheses (Optional if the study is qualitative, but include if quantitative)
H₀₁: 	There is no significant relationship between community radio listenership 	and conflict resolution in Moro Local Government.
H₀₂: 	There is no significant relationship between community radio content and 	peace building among residents.

1.6 	Significance of the Study
This study will be valuable to media practitioners, policymakers, peace and conflict researchers, and local community leaders. It will provide insights into how community radio can be leveraged as a strategic tool for conflict resolution and peace building. Additionally, it will help improve the design of radio programs to better address communal challenges.
1.7 Scope and Delimitation of the Study
The study is limited to Moro Local Government Area in Kwara State. It focuses on community radio stations accessible to residents, particularly in terms of their programming, audience reception, and perceived impact on conflict resolution and peace promotion. The study will not cover other forms of media such as television or social media.
1.8 Definition of Terms
· Community Radio: A type of radio service that offers local communities a platform to share information, ideas, and local news relevant to them.
· Conflict Resolution: A way of resolving disagreements or disputes through dialogue, negotiation, and other peaceful means.
· Peace Building: Actions taken to establish lasting peace by addressing root causes of conflict and supporting community reconciliation.
· Perception: The way in which something is regarded, understood, or interpreted by individuals or groups.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Conceptual Clarification
Community Radio
Community radio is a type of radio service that is operated, owned, and driven by the community it serves. It is non-profit, independent, and gives a voice to local people, particularly those who are marginalized or underrepresented (Girard, 2001). The primary objective of community radio is to provide programming that reflects the cultural, social, and developmental needs of its audience. Unlike commercial or government-owned radio, it emphasizes participation and encourages members of the community to be involved in the production and dissemination of content.
Conflict and Conflict Resolution
Conflict refers to a situation in which two or more parties perceive incompatible goals and interfere with each other’s efforts to achieve them (Deutsch, 2006). Conflict can be interpersonal, intergroup, or communal and can range from minor disagreements to large-scale violence. Conflict resolution involves the process of addressing the root causes of conflict through dialogue, negotiation, mediation, and other peaceful mechanisms aimed at reaching a mutually acceptable agreement (Fisher, 2000).
Conflict resolution involves a variety of processes aimed at addressing the underlying causes of conflict and finding mutually acceptable solutions. It includes methods such as negotiation, mediation, arbitration, dialogue, and reconciliation (Fisher, 2000). Conflict resolution also seeks to restore damaged relationships and prevent future occurrences of the same conflict.
Community radio plays a role in conflict resolution by acting as a mediator that gives balanced coverage to all sides of a dispute, creating awareness about peaceful dispute resolution, and countering false narratives or rumors that may escalate violence.

Peace Building
Peace building is the process of establishing lasting peace by addressing the structural and root causes of conflict. It includes efforts to promote reconciliation, social cohesion, and community development (Lederach, 1997). Peace building is a long-term process and often involves grassroots efforts, including the use of local media such as community radio to promote dialogue and understanding.
Peace building refers to efforts undertaken to establish long-lasting peace by addressing the root causes of conflict and supporting systems that promote justice, equity, and cooperation. It is a long-term process that involves rebuilding relationships, fostering dialogue, promoting reconciliation, and strengthening institutions (Lederach, 1997).
At the community level, peace building includes activities such as organizing community forums, broadcasting messages of peace, promoting inter-ethnic dialogue, and engaging youth in civic education. Community radio can be a critical instrument in peace building by serving as a tool for awareness, education, advocacy, and inclusion.
Perception
Perception refers to the process through which individuals interpret and make sense of information based on their experiences, beliefs, values, and social environment. In this study, perception relates to how residents of Moro Local Government view or evaluate the role of community radio in resolving conflict and promoting peace.
Understanding perception is vital because people’s attitudes and behaviors toward conflict and peace are largely shaped by how they perceive information sources, including media.
Communication for Development (C4D)
Although not explicitly in the project title, it’s important to touch on the concept of Communication for Development (C4D), which underlies the philosophy of community radio. C4D is a participatory approach that uses communication strategies to promote social development. It involves two-way communication, encouraging dialogue between stakeholders to bring about behavioral and social change (UNICEF, 2008). Community radio exemplifies C4D by enabling communities to talk to themselves and share their own narratives.

Grassroots Media
Grassroots media refers to media created and controlled by community members with the aim of representing their interests and promoting their development. It includes community newsletters, radio, and digital platforms. Grassroots media plays a major role in building social capital, fostering trust, and enhancing civic participation in conflict-sensitive environments.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
A theoretical framework provides the foundation upon which a study is built. It offers perspectives that help explain the phenomenon under investigation. This study is underpinned by two interrelated theories:
· Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT)
· Peace Journalism Theory
These theories help to explain how community radio influences conflict resolution and peace building among residents of Moro Local Government Area.
2.2.1 Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT)
This theory, developed by Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch (1974), emphasizes how individuals actively seek out media to satisfy specific needs. In the context of community radio, residents may turn to radio programs for information, education, and engagement on issues affecting their community, including conflict resolution and peace promotion. The theory is useful in understanding how and why community members engage with peace-related radio content.
Origin and Key Proponents:
The Uses and Gratifications Theory was developed by Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, and Michael Gurevitch in the 1970s. It emerged as a reaction to earlier media effects theories that viewed audiences as passive consumers of media content. UGT shifted focus to the audience as active participants who deliberately seek out media that satisfies their personal needs.
Core Assumptions:
UGT is based on the following assumptions:
1. Audiences are active and goal-oriented.
2. Media use is purposive and motivated.
3. People choose media based on psychological and social needs.
4. The audience is aware of their needs and can link them to specific media.
5. Media competes with other sources of satisfaction.
Application to the Study:
In the context of this study, residents of Moro LGA may choose to listen to community radio to fulfill specific needs such as:
· Information: Updates on community issues, conflict-related news, peace campaigns, etc.
· Education: Programs on civic engagement, conflict resolution strategies, cultural awareness.
· Integration and Social Interaction: A sense of belonging to a community and shared experiences.
· Entertainment: Recreational content that helps reduce stress or tension during periods of unrest.
UGT helps us understand why residents engage with community radio and how this engagement might influence their perceptions and actions regarding peace and conflict.
Peace Journalism Theory
Proposed by Galtung (1998), this theory suggests that the media can either escalate or de-escalate conflict depending on how stories are reported. Peace journalism encourages media content that gives voice to all parties, highlights peace initiatives, and avoids inflammatory or sensational reporting. Community radio, with its grassroots orientation, is well positioned to practice peace journalism by giving airtime to diverse voices and promoting understanding.
2.2.2 Peace Journalism Theory
Origin and Key Proponents:
Peace Journalism Theory was pioneered by Johan Galtung in the 1990s. The theory critiques traditional media practices that often contribute to conflict escalation by framing issues in ways that are biased, sensationalist, or divisive. Peace journalism proposes an alternative model that focuses on solutions, reconciliation, and inclusive dialogue.
Core Principles of Peace Journalism:
· Gives voice to all parties involved in a conflict, not just dominant or official sources.
· Avoids labeling, demonization, or victimization.
· Focuses on the causes and consequences of conflict.
· Highlights peace efforts and non-violent responses.
· Encourages dialogue and understanding.
Application to the Study:
In Moro Local Government, where inter-group conflicts may arise from cultural misunderstandings, land disputes, or political rivalries, community radio can function as a platform for peace journalism by:
· Broadcasting content that promotes unity, tolerance, and empathy.
· Countering hate speech, rumors, and incitement.
· Allowing all stakeholders in a conflict to share their views and concerns.
· Educating the public on peaceful conflict resolution methods.
Community radio, being close to the people and often operating in local languages, is ideally positioned to apply peace journalism practices that reflect local realities and foster trust.
2.3 Empirical Review
Several studies have been conducted to examine the role of media, particularly community radio, in peacebuilding.
A study by Akingbulu and Menkiti (2011) revealed that community radio in Nigeria has been instrumental in enhancing civic engagement and promoting dialogue in conflict-prone areas. Similarly, Oyero and Salawu (2014) found that community radio stations in Northern Nigeria played a significant role in de-escalating communal tensions by broadcasting programs that encouraged tolerance and dialogue.
In Uganda, a study by AMARC Africa (2006) showed that community radio stations contributed to peace efforts during the post-conflict period by providing a platform for storytelling, reconciliation, and education on peaceful co-existence. In Kenya, Ogola (2011) observed that community radio helped dispel rumors during political violence, thereby preventing further escalation of conflict.
However, some scholars argue that the impact of community radio is limited by issues such as funding, government interference, and lack of technical expertise (Mtimde, 2000). Furthermore, the reach of community radio is sometimes restricted due to poor infrastructure and irregular power supply, especially in rural Nigeria.
2.4 Review of Related Studies
Studies conducted in other parts of Nigeria and Africa have shown that community radio is a powerful tool for fostering peace. For example, Edeani (2004) concluded that community-based communication can enhance peace processes in divided societies by facilitating two-way communication and encouraging public participation.
In a study on conflict resolution strategies in rural Nigeria, Okunna (2002) noted that community radio was among the most trusted sources of information and had the capacity to influence attitudes and behavior. Moreover, community members reported feeling more connected and informed when local radio was used to address sensitive issues.
However, there is a noticeable gap in literature specifically focusing on the Moro Local Government Area. This study, therefore, contributes to the body of knowledge by exploring the perceptions of residents in this particular context.
Together, the Uses and Gratifications Theory and the Peace Journalism Theory offer a comprehensive lens through which the role of community radio in conflict resolution and peace building can be examined.
· UGT helps explain audience behavior: Why do people tune in to community radio during conflict?
· Peace Journalism Theory helps explain media content: What kind of reporting contributes to peace and what does not?
These frameworks guide the design of the research instruments (e.g., questionnaire, interview guide) and interpretation of findings, helping to uncover both the psychological motivations of the audience and the social role of media content in peace processes.
2.5 Summary of the Literature Review
This chapter reviewed the conceptual and theoretical foundations of community radio, conflict resolution, and peace building. The Uses and Gratifications Theory and the Peace Journalism Theory provide a framework for understanding how community radio influences perceptions and behaviors related to conflict and peace. Empirical and related studies suggest that community radio can be an effective tool in promoting peace and resolving conflict, though challenges such as funding and reach remain. The literature highlights a gap in research specific to Moro Local Government, which this study seeks to address.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
This chapter outlines the methods and procedures used in conducting the study. It includes the research design, population of the study, sample and sampling techniques, data collection instruments, validity and reliability of instruments, method of data collection, and method of data analysis.
3.2 Research Design
This study adopts a descriptive survey research design. A survey is appropriate for this study because it enables the researcher to gather data from a sample of the population to assess perceptions, opinions, and behaviors. Since the study aims to examine the perceived influence of community radio in conflict resolution and peace building, the survey design allows for the collection of first-hand information from the residents of Moro Local Government Area.
3.3 Population of the Study
The population of this study comprises residents of Moro Local Government Area in Kwara State, Nigeria. The local government consists of several towns and villages, including Shao, Jebba, Okutala, Bode-Saadu, and others. The total population of the LGA, according to the National Population Commission (2006 Census), is approximately 198,000 people, with a current estimated population of over 250,000 due to natural population growth.
3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Technique
To ensure representativeness, a sample of 200 respondents was selected for the study. This sample size was considered adequate based on the scope of the study, time constraints, and available resources.
A multi-stage sampling technique was used:
· Stage One: Stratified sampling was used to divide the LGA into urban and rural segments.
· Stage Two: Simple random sampling was applied to select towns and villages from each stratum.
· Stage Three: Systematic sampling was used to select individual respondents from each selected area based on intervals (e.g., every 5th household).
This approach ensured a fair representation across different geographic and demographic groups within the LGA.
3.5 Instrument for Data Collection
The primary instrument used for data collection was a structured questionnaire. The questionnaire was divided into sections:
· Section A: Demographic information (age, gender, education level, occupation, etc.)
· Section B: Awareness and access to community radio
· Section C: Perceptions of the role of community radio in conflict resolution
· Section D: Perceptions of the role of community radio in peace building
The questions were both closed-ended (with Likert scale options and multiple-choice) and open-ended to allow for detailed responses and richer data.
3.6 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
To ensure validity, the questionnaire was subjected to scrutiny by experts in mass communication and peace studies. Their suggestions were used to revise ambiguous or unclear items.
For reliability, a pilot study was conducted using 20 respondents from a neighboring LGA (not part of the study population). The responses were analyzed using Cronbach’s Alpha, and a reliability coefficient of 0.78 was obtained, which indicates a high level of internal consistency.
3.7 Method of Data Collection
The researcher, with the help of trained assistants, administered the questionnaire in person to the selected respondents. The use of face-to-face distribution helped ensure high response rates and allowed for clarification where necessary. Local interpreters were also used in communities where English literacy was low.
3.8 Method of Data Analysis
The collected data was coded and analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The following techniques were used:
· Descriptive statistics (such as frequencies, percentages, and mean scores) were used to summarize demographic data and general trends.
· Inferential statistics (such as Chi-square test and correlation analysis) were used to test the relationship between variables and draw conclusions regarding the hypotheses.
3.9 Ethical Considerations
The study adhered to ethical standards by:
· Ensuring informed consent from all participants.
· Guaranteeing anonymity and confidentiality of responses.
· Making participation voluntary, with the right to withdraw at any time.
· Using data strictly for academic and research purposes.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 Introduction
This chapter presents, analyzes, and interprets the data collected from respondents in Moro Local Government Area. The analysis is structured around the research questions stated in Chapter One. The data were gathered through structured questionnaires administered to a sample population. Tables and simple percentages are used for descriptive analysis, and hypotheses (if applicable) are tested using statistical tools like the Chi-Square test.
4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Gender
	Male
	60
	60%

	
	Female
	40
	40%

	Age
	18–25
	15
	15%

	
	26–35
	35
	35%

	
	36–45
	30
	30%

	
	46 and above
	20
	20%

	Educational Qualification
	No formal education
	10
	10%

	
	Secondary School
	30
	30%

	
	Tertiary Education
	50
	50%

	
	Others
	10
	10%


Interpretation: The sample is fairly balanced in gender. A majority of respondents fall between the ages of 26 and 45, with over 80% having some level of formal education, suggesting an informed audience.
4.3 Analysis Based on Research Questions
Research Question One:
What is the level of community radio listenership among the residents of Moro LGA?
	Response
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Very High
	40
	40%

	Moderate
	35
	35%

	Low
	25
	25%


Interpretation: The majority of respondents indicated a high or moderate level of listenership, suggesting that community radio is a well-utilized communication medium in the area.
Research Question Two:
In what ways does community radio content address conflict and peacebuilding issues?
	Response
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Conflict mediation messages
	30
	30%

	Community dialogue/town hall program
	25
	25%

	Peace education and awareness campaigns
	35
	35%

	Others
	10
	10%


Interpretation: Respondents acknowledge that community radio plays various roles in addressing conflict through educational and participatory programming.
Research Question Three:
How do residents perceive the effectiveness of community radio in conflict resolution?
	Response
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Very Effective
	45
	45%

	Moderately Effective
	30
	30%

	Not Effective
	25
	25%


Interpretation: A majority of respondents believe that community radio has a positive and effective influence on conflict resolution within the community.
Research Question Four:
What are the challenges hindering community radio’s contribution to peacebuilding?
	Challenge Identified
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Poor funding and resources
	30
	30%

	Limited coverage/reach
	25
	25%

	Political interference or censorship
	20
	20%

	Lack of trained personnel
	25
	25%


Interpretation: Funding, limited coverage, and interference are significant barriers that reduce the effectiveness of community radio in peacebuilding efforts.
4.4 Hypotheses Testing
Hypothesis:
H₀: Community radio has no significant influence on conflict resolution and peacebuilding in Moro Local Government.
H₁: Community radio has a significant influence on conflict resolution and peacebuilding in Moro Local Government.
Test Used: Chi-Square (χ²)
· Observed Data: (based on responses to effectiveness)
· Expected Data: Uniform distribution (if H₀ is true)


	Category
	Observed (O)
	Expected (E)
	(O−E)²/E

	Very Effective
	45
	33.3
	X

	Moderately Effective
	30
	33.3
	X

	Not Effective
	25
	33.3
	X

	Total
	100
	100
	χ² = X


Decision Rule: If χ² calculated > χ² critical at 0.05 significance level, reject H₀.
Interpretation: If the null hypothesis is rejected, it confirms that community radio significantly influences conflict resolution and peacebuilding in the area.
4.5 Discussion of Findings
The findings indicate that:
· Community radio is widely listened to and trusted in Moro LGA.
· It plays an active role in addressing conflicts by providing relevant programs, mediating discussions, and educating the public.
· Most residents perceive it as an effective tool for peacebuilding.
· Despite its potential, community radio faces operational challenges like poor funding, limited coverage, and political interference.
These findings align with previous studies such as those by Myers (2008) and Adeyemi & Folarin (2018), which highlight the transformative role of community radio in promoting peace in conflict-prone areas.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study was conducted to examine the perceived influence of community radio in conflict resolution and peacebuilding among the residents of Moro Local Government Area. The investigation focused on four major objectives:
1. To assess the level of community radio listenership.
2. To examine the ways in which community radio addresses conflict and peacebuilding issues.
3. To understand how residents perceive the effectiveness of community radio in conflict resolution.
4. To identify the challenges that hinder the effectiveness of community radio in promoting peace.
Based on the analysis of data collected from the respondents, the following key findings emerged:
· Community radio has a high level of listenership among residents, which makes it a viable channel for disseminating peace-oriented messages.
· Community radio stations in the area broadcast a variety of programs that address conflict-related topics, including public discussions, peace education, and conflict mediation.
· A significant proportion of respondents perceive community radio as an effective medium in conflict resolution and peacebuilding.
· The major challenges affecting the effectiveness of community radio include limited funding, inadequate technical resources, political interference, and lack of trained personnel.
5.2 Conclusion
The findings of this study underscore the significant role that community radio plays in fostering peace and resolving conflict at the grassroots level. The medium’s accessibility, local relevance, and participatory nature enable it to effectively engage citizens, encourage dialogue, and diffuse tensions.
In a multi-ethnic and sometimes volatile environment like Moro Local Government, community radio serves not only as a source of information but also as a platform for unity, trust-building, and reconciliation. Despite the identified challenges, its contributions to peacebuilding efforts remain notable and should be strengthened.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Increased Funding and Support
Government agencies, NGOs, and community leaders should invest more in the operations of community radio to enhance its technical capacity, coverage, and content quality.
2. Training and Capacity Building
Regular training should be provided to community radio personnel on conflict-sensitive reporting, peace journalism, and dialogue facilitation.
3. Content Development for Peacebuilding
Radio stations should develop localized and culturally sensitive programs that promote tolerance, unity, and non-violent conflict resolution.
4. Community Participation
Community members, including women and youth, should be encouraged to participate in program development and broadcasting to reflect diverse views and foster inclusivity.
5. Policy Support and Regulation
The National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) should ensure that policies favor the independence and non-commercial focus of community radio stations, free from political manipulation.
5.4 Suggestions for Further Research
Future studies could:
· Compare the impact of community radio on conflict resolution across multiple local governments or states.
· Examine the role of other media forms (e.g., social media, mobile communication) in peacebuilding.
· Conduct longitudinal studies to evaluate the long-term effects of community radio on community cohesion and conflict prevention.



REFERENCES
Akingbulu, A., & Menkiti, U. (2011). Community Radio and Participatory Development in Nigeria. Institute for Media and Society.
AMARC Africa. (2006). Community Radio Social Impact Assessment: Removing Barriers, Increasing Effectiveness.
Deutsch, M. (2006). The Resolution of Conflict: Constructive and Destructive Processes. Yale University Press.
Edeani, D. O. (2004). Role of Community Media in Conflict Resolution. International Journal of Communication.
Fisher, R. (2000). Working with Conflict: Skills and Strategies for Action. Zed Books.
Frère, M. S. (2012). Persuading Local Actors: Radio as a Tool for Peacebuilding in Africa.
Galtung, J. (1998). High Road, Low Road: Charting the Course for Peace Journalism. Track Two, 7(4).
Girard, B. (2001). A Passion for Radio: Radio Waves and Community. Black Rose Books.
Katz, E., Blumler, J. G., & Gurevitch, M. (1974). Uses and Gratifications Research. The Public Opinion Quarterly, 37(4), 509–523.
Lederach, J. P. (1997). Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies. United States Institute of Peace Press.
Myers, M. (2008). Radio and Development in Africa: A Concept Paper. DFID.
Mtimde, L. (2000). Community Radio: Its Impact and Challenges. AMARC Africa.
Ogola, G. (2011). The Political Economy of the Media in Kenya: From Kenyatta’s Nation-Building Press to Kibaki’s Local-Language FM Radio. Africa Today.
Okunna, C. S. (2002). Teaching Mass Communication: A Multi-Dimensional Approach. New Generation Books.
Oyero, O., & Salawu, A. (2014). Community Radio and Conflict Resolution: An Evaluation of Community Radio Stations in Northern Nigeria. Studies in Media and Communication, 2(1), 121–130.
Frère, M. S. (2012). Persuading local actors: Radio as a tool for peacebuilding in Africa.
Myers, M. (2008). Radio and Development in Africa: A Concept Paper.


QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to gather data for academic research. The study aims to examine the role of community radio in conflict resolution and peace building in Moro Local Government Area. Your responses will be treated with strict confidentiality and used solely for academic purposes.
Thank you for your cooperation.
SECTION A: Demographic Information
Please tick (✔) the appropriate option.
1. Gender:
☐ Male  ☐ Female
2. Age:
☐ 18–25  ☐ 26–35  ☐ 36–45  ☐ 46 and above
3. Marital Status:
☐ Single  ☐ Married  ☐ Divorced  ☐ Widowed
4. Educational Qualification:
☐ No formal education  ☐ Primary
☐ Secondary  ☐ Tertiary  ☐ Others (Specify): ____________
5. Occupation:
☐ Student  ☐ Civil Servant  ☐ Farmer
☐ Business  ☐ Unemployed  ☐ Others (Specify): ____________
6. Community of Residence: _______________________________________
SECTION B: Access and Use of Community Radio
7. Do you listen to community radio?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
8. If yes, how often do you listen?
☐ Daily  ☐ Weekly  ☐ Occasionally  ☐ Rarely
9. What is your preferred community radio station?
Midland F.M		Harmony F.M 		Flow F.M	Sobi F.M
10. What language(s) do you prefer for radio broadcasts?
☐ English  ☐ Yoruba  ☐ Hausa  ☐ Others (Specify): ____________
11. Through which device do you usually access community radio?
☐ Radio Set  ☐ Mobile Phone  ☐ Online Streaming  ☐ Others: ____________

SECTION C: Perceived Role of Community Radio in Conflict Resolution
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements:
(SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree)
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	12.
	Community radio provides timely information during conflict.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	13.
	Community radio helps clarify rumors that may lead to conflict.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	14.
	It gives equal voice to all parties in a conflict.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	15.
	Community radio promotes dialogue and mediation during disputes.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	16.
	It reduces tension during conflict through calm and factual reporting.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐


SECTION D: Perceived Role of Community Radio in Peace Building
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	17.
	Community radio promotes peaceful coexistence among ethnic and religious groups.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	18.
	It broadcasts programs that educate people about peace and tolerance.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	19.
	It encourages youth participation in peace-building efforts.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	20.
	Community radio is a trusted source of information in your community.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	21.
	You believe community radio can help prevent future conflicts.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐



SECTION E: Open-Ended Questions
22. In your opinion, what are the major conflicts in your community?

23. How has community radio helped in addressing these conflicts?

24. What improvements would you suggest for community radio to better promote peace?



