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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the role of television surveillance in the fight against kidnapping in Nigeria, using NTA Ilorin as a case study. In recent years, kidnapping has become one of the most pervasive security challenges in the country, threatening lives, disrupting communities, and undermining national stability. While various strategies have been deployed by government and security agencies, the media—particularly television—has emerged as a critical tool in crime awareness, prevention, and public education. The study adopts a mixed-methods approach, incorporating content analysis, questionnaires, and interviews with media professionals, security personnel, and members of the public. It is grounded in Agenda-Setting Theory, Framing Theory, and Social Responsibility Theory, which collectively explain how media influences public perception, behavior, and policy responses to crime. Findings reveal that NTA Ilorin plays a significant role in raising public awareness about kidnapping through consistent news coverage, public service announcements, expert interviews, and security-focused programs. The station collaborates with security agencies and civil society organizations to disseminate safety tips and promote vigilance. Respondents acknowledged that these broadcasts have enhanced their knowledge of security risks and influenced behavioral changes aimed at personal and community safety. The study concludes that television surveillance serves as an effective non-combative tool in the fight against kidnapping by shaping public discourse, encouraging proactive safety measures, and supporting security operations. Recommendations include strengthening media-security partnerships, enhancing investigative reporting capacity, and promoting balanced, responsible coverage that informs without inciting fear.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
In recent years, Nigeria has faced a surge in criminal activities, with kidnapping emerging as one of the most pressing security challenges in the country. Kidnapping for ransom has become a widespread and lucrative criminal enterprise affecting various social strata, including students, professionals, and children. This evolution from targeting wealthy individuals to broader demographics has created a pervasive atmosphere of fear and insecurity (Imhonopi & Urim, 2016; Ojo, 2020). Additionally, entire communities have fallen victim to organized kidnapping syndicates, further destabilizing affected regions.
Several socio-economic and political factors drive kidnapping in Nigeria, including poverty, unemployment, and inadequate law enforcement. These factors, combined with a weak judicial system, have emboldened criminal networks to carry out abductions with little fear of retribution (Chinwokwu & Michael, 2019; Fadipe et al., 2021). Corruption and insufficient training within security agencies exacerbate the situation, making it difficult to curb this menace effectively (Ezegwu et al., 2022).
The evolution of kidnapping from targeting elites to more widespread demographics reflects deep-seated structural problems in Nigeria. The socio-economic divide, exacerbated by unemployment and poverty, provides fertile ground for criminal activities (Chinwokwu & Michael, 2019). The involvement of organized criminal syndicates, often operating with impunity due to inadequate law enforcement and judicial delays, has worsened the situation. Studies highlight the connections between corruption within security agencies and the rise in abductions, further undermining public trust in the government’s ability to protect its citizens (Ibrahim & Jamilu, 2017).
Television, particularly local broadcasters such as NTA Ilorin, plays a pivotal role in fostering awareness and driving change. Beyond news reporting, broadcasters can engage communities with educational programs, investigative journalism, and discussions about the underlying causes of kidnapping. For example, public service announcements can highlight security tips, such as avoiding predictable routines and reporting suspicious activities (Fadipe et al., 2021). By disseminating such information, television empowers individuals to take proactive measures in safeguarding their lives and properties.
Moreover, investigative journalism can bring to light systemic issues like corruption, resource mismanagement, and collusion between criminal networks and officials. This form of media surveillance holds stakeholders accountable while advocating for policy reforms to address the root causes of insecurity (Imhonopi & Urim, 2016).
The psychological toll of kidnapping on victims, families, and communities is profound. Survivors of abductions often face long-term trauma, while families endure significant emotional and financial burdens (Inyang & Ubong, 2013). Communities frequently experience disruptions in social cohesion, as fear and mistrust spread among residents. For businesses, the climate of insecurity deters investment and stifles economic growth, particularly in rural and semi-urban areas heavily affected by these crimes.
Broadcast media can address these challenges by promoting narratives of resilience and recovery. Stories of communities overcoming insecurity and successful police operations can instill hope and a sense of agency among citizens, encouraging collective action and cooperation with authorities (Ezegwu et al., 2022).
Technological advancements are enhancing the capacity of television stations to serve as tools for surveillance and public safety. For instance, NTA Ilorin can leverage geospatial analysis and crowd-sourced data to identify crime hotspots and predict trends. Collaboration with law enforcement agencies can ensure that televised alerts and advisories reach vulnerable populations in real time, facilitating quicker responses to security threats (Chinwokwu & Michael, 2019).
Additionally, media campaigns that educate the public on the use of digital tools, such as emergency response apps and anonymous tip lines, can complement traditional methods of crime prevention. By integrating these technologies into their programming, broadcasters can contribute to building a more informed and security-conscious society.
Beyond reporting, television serves as a platform for advocacy and policy influence. Through panel discussions, expert interviews, and grassroots engagement, broadcasters can push for reforms in law enforcement and the judiciary. Highlighting successful models of community policing and social investment programs can encourage the adoption of similar initiatives across affected regions (Imhonopi & Urim, 2016).
Television can also amplify voices calling for economic interventions aimed at addressing poverty and unemployment, which are critical drivers of crime. By framing these issues as national priorities, media outlets can pressure policymakers to allocate resources effectively and implement sustainable development strategies.
The economic and psychological impacts of kidnapping are significant. Families and businesses face financial strain, while fear of abduction disrupts daily life and economic activities, particularly in high-risk regions (Inyang & Ubong, 2013). These consequences undermine social stability and economic development, with people taking extreme precautions to avoid being targeted (Ibrahim & Jamilu, 2017).
To address this issue, television, especially state broadcasters like the Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) Ilorin, has become an essential tool. Television serves as a medium for educating the public, raising awareness about preventive measures, and disseminating critical information (Ezegwu et al., 2022). NTA Ilorin’s investigative reports and public service announcements provide valuable insights into crime trends, helping communities stay vigilant and collaborate with law enforcement (Gongs et al., 2021).
Television surveillance also promotes advocacy by highlighting the root causes of kidnapping, such as socio-economic inequality and governance failures. By framing issues constructively and showcasing successful security interventions, broadcasters can foster public trust and encourage collective action (Fadipe et al., 2021).
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Kidnapping in Nigeria has escalated into a national crisis, with thousands of individuals abducted annually for ransom or other criminal purposes. The surge in kidnapping has been accompanied by a general sense of insecurity in many parts of the country, as well as a breakdown of trust in law enforcement agencies’ ability to tackle the problem. Despite efforts by the Nigerian government to combat kidnapping through stricter laws and increased law enforcement presence, the crime persists, with many families left to cope with the trauma of abduction.
In this context, the media plays a pivotal role in influencing public perception and aiding law enforcement efforts. Television stations like NTA Ilorin, which operates as a state-run public service broadcaster, have an obligation to inform, educate, and empower the public to take precautionary measures against kidnapping. However, questions arise as to the extent to which television surveillance and media coverage can effectively contribute to the reduction of kidnapping incidents. Is television surveillance merely a tool for reporting incidents of kidnapping, or does it actively help in prevention and public awareness? How effective is NTA Ilorin in utilizing its television platform to engage the community in the fight against kidnapping?
	This study aims to address these questions by analyzing the role of television, with a specific focus on NTA Ilorin, in shaping public awareness, influencing behavior, and contributing to the fight against kidnapping. The study will also assess the level of collaboration between media outlets and security agencies and the overall effectiveness of television programming in deterring the rise of kidnapping in Nigeria.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the role of television surveillance, particularly by NTA Ilorin, in the fight against kidnapping in Nigeria. Specifically, the study seeks to:
i. Assess the extent to which NTA Ilorin covers incidents of kidnapping in its news reports, special segments, and investigative programs.
ii. Evaluate the effectiveness of television programming in raising awareness about kidnapping, providing safety tips, and educating the public on preventive measures.
iii. Investigate how NTA Ilorin collaborates with relevant stakeholders such as law enforcement agencies, government officials, and non-governmental organizations in the fight against kidnapping.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
In order to guide the investigation of the role of television surveillance in combating kidnapping, the following research questions have been formulated:
i. How often does NTA Ilorin cover kidnapping-related incidents in its news and programming?
ii. What strategies does NTA Ilorin use to raise public awareness about the dangers of kidnapping and provide safety tips?
iii. How effective are NTA Ilorin’s programs in educating the public on how to avoid being kidnapped and how to report cases of kidnapping?
1.5 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study will focus on the role of television surveillance in the fight against kidnapping in Kwara State, Nigeria, with NTA Ilorin as the main case study. The study will explore the programming and initiatives of NTA Ilorin, examining both the content and the impact of its broadcasts related to kidnapping and security awareness.
The scope of the study will be limited to the following:
Analysis of television programming, including news reports, special features, and public service announcements on kidnapping.
Surveys and interviews with viewers of NTA Ilorin to assess the impact of the station’s coverage on public awareness and behavior.
Collaboration between NTA Ilorin and law enforcement agencies in addressing kidnapping.
The public’s perception of the role of television in combating kidnapping.
1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The significance of this study lies in its potential to contribute to the broader understanding of the media’s role in addressing security challenges in Nigeria, particularly in relation to kidnapping. It will provide insights into how television surveillance can be leveraged to reduce criminal activities and increase public participation in efforts to curb kidnapping.
This study is also significant for several stakeholders:
Government Agencies and Law Enforcement: By assessing how television can support anti-kidnapping efforts, the study will provide recommendations for improving public safety campaigns.
Media Organizations: The findings will help media outlets understand the impact of their programming on public awareness and behavior, and they can adopt more effective strategies in their coverage of security issues.
Academics and Researchers: The research will add to the existing body of literature on the role of media in security awareness and crisis management in Nigeria.
The Public: By evaluating how media coverage influences the public’s perception of kidnapping and their engagement in crime prevention, the study will help citizens recognize the role they can play in reducing kidnapping incidents.
1.7. OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS  
1. Television Surveillance: Television surveillance refers to the use of television as a tool to monitor, report, and analyze security-related incidents. It involves broadcasting programs that track criminal activities, such as kidnapping, and providing real-time alerts, investigative reports, and public safety messages to audiences. Surveillance in this context extends to identifying crime hotspots, raising public awareness, and encouraging vigilance within communities. Television stations like NTA Ilorin play a vital role in this process by offering continuous updates on local and national security issues.
2. Role: The term "role" refers to the function or contribution of an entity, such as NTA Ilorin, in achieving a specific objective. In the context of addressing kidnapping, NTA Ilorin’s role includes educating the public, disseminating critical information, advocating for security measures, and supporting law enforcement efforts. It also involves shaping public perception by highlighting successful interventions and promoting solutions to reduce crime.
3. Fight: In this context, "fight" refers to the active effort to combat kidnapping through various strategies and interventions. This includes governmental measures such as law enforcement operations, community-based initiatives, and media-driven campaigns aimed at reducing the prevalence of abductions and ensuring public safety.
4. Against: denotes opposition or resistance to a phenomenon, such as kidnapping. It involves taking preventive and corrective measures to counteract the activities of kidnappers and reduce their impact on society. These efforts are carried out by individuals, communities, law enforcement agencies, and institutions like the media.
5. Kidnapping: Kidnapping is the illegal act of abducting an individual, often for ransom or other financial or political gains. It is a significant security challenge in Nigeria, affecting people across different socio-economic strata. This crime has evolved from targeting the wealthy to involving mass abductions, including students and vulnerable populations, often driven by poverty, unemployment, and organized criminal networks.
6. Nigeria: Nigeria, a country in West Africa, is the most populous nation on the continent. It faces significant security challenges, including kidnapping, insurgency, and banditry, due to its socio-economic disparities, political instability, and systemic corruption. These challenges have necessitated interventions by various sectors, including the media, to enhance security and public awareness.
7. NTA Ilorin: The Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) Ilorin is a regional branch of Nigeria’s public service broadcaster. Located in Ilorin, the capital of Kwara State, NTA Ilorin focuses on delivering news, educational programs, and public service announcements to its audience. It plays a crucial role in addressing local issues, including kidnapping, by leveraging its platform to provide information, promote safety measures, and support community-police collaboration.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction
This chapter reviews existing literature on the role of television in combating crime, particularly kidnapping, within the Nigerian context. The discussion will cover theoretical frameworks, television surveillance as a tool for crime control, and the role of the Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) in addressing societal issues. Relevant empirical studies will also be examined to highlight gaps and provide a foundation for the study.
2.1.	CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
2.1.1. Conceptualizing Television Surveillance
Television surveillance refers to the use of visual media to monitor, investigate, and inform the public about security challenges, including crime such as kidnapping. With advancements in technology, television broadcasters are increasingly integrating investigative journalism, real-time updates, and awareness campaigns into their programming to enhance public security (Alozie, 2016).
Television as a medium is particularly effective in engaging the public, disseminating critical information, and providing visual evidence that can aid law enforcement. It combines visual and audio content to captivate and inform a wide audience. According to McQuail (2010), the media holds a societal responsibility to inform, educate, and protect, aligning with the broader goals of national security.
In Nigeria, television stations such as the Nigeria Television Authority (NTA) have embraced their surveillance role by broadcasting crime watch programs, interviews with security experts, and documentaries on kidnapping trends. These initiatives create awareness and build public support for government actions against criminal activities.
2.1.2 Understanding Kidnapping in Nigeria
Kidnapping is a significant security challenge in Nigeria, driven by socioeconomic, political, and environmental factors. Researchers have noted that poverty, unemployment, and weak law enforcement are major contributors to the rise of kidnapping cases (Okoli & Agada, 2014). Kidnapping involves the unlawful detention of individuals for ransom or other motives and has evolved into an organized crime with transnational links (Ezeibe et al., 2020).
The psychological, economic, and social impacts of kidnapping are profound, affecting victims, families, and the larger society. As a response, media organizations, including television stations, have become integral in countering kidnapping through public education, advocacy, and collaboration with security agencies (Ogwezzy-Ndisika, 2013).
2.1.3 The Role of Television in Crime Prevention
The media plays a critical role in shaping societal attitudes and influencing crime control measures. Several studies have established the effectiveness of television in creating public awareness, enhancing vigilance, and fostering a culture of community policing (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011). Television programs, such as "Crime Watch" on NTA, provide detailed accounts of criminal activities, interviews with experts, and tips for personal safety.
Moreover, television's ability to visually depict crime scenes and victim testimonies fosters empathy and collective resolve to address criminality. Nwabueze and Ezeoke (2017) assert that the media's watchdog role is indispensable in societies facing pervasive security threats. Through investigative reporting and collaborations with law enforcement, television serves as a bridge between the government and citizens, promoting transparency and trust.
2.1.4. Television Surveillance and Kidnapping: The Nigerian Experience
In the Nigerian context, television stations have been pivotal in raising awareness about kidnapping and other violent crimes. NTA Ilorin, for instance, has leveraged its platform to broadcast documentaries, news reports, and special programs highlighting the dangers of kidnapping and measures to mitigate its spread.
Programs such as "Security Watch" and "Community Focus" on NTA Ilorin have featured interviews with security experts, testimonials from victims, and updates on government efforts to combat kidnapping. These broadcasts not only inform the public but also pressure policymakers and security agencies to act decisively (Adebayo, 2019).
Additionally, NTA Ilorin collaborates with local communities and law enforcement to produce content tailored to the security needs of its audience. This localized approach enhances the relevance and impact of its programming. According to Ekeanyanwu et al. (2018), localized media content is more effective in fostering community participation and crime prevention.
The theoretical framework provides the foundation for understanding the relationship between television surveillance and the fight against kidnapping in Nigeria, particularly in the context of NTA Ilorin. This study adopts three key theories: Agenda-Setting Theory, Social Responsibility Theory, and Framing Theory. These theories guide the analysis of how television stations influence public perception, shape behavior, and support efforts to combat criminal activities like kidnapping.
2.2.1 Agenda-Setting Theory
Origin and Overview
The Agenda-Setting Theory, introduced by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in 1972, suggests that the media plays a significant role in determining the issues that the public perceives as important. The theory posits that while the media may not dictate how people think, it significantly influences what they think about by prioritizing certain topics over others in news coverage.
In the context of this research, the Agenda-Setting Theory is critical for understanding how NTA Ilorin influences public attention toward the issue of kidnapping. By frequently reporting on kidnapping incidents, airing programs on safety measures, and highlighting government or law enforcement responses, the station can elevate the importance of this issue in the public consciousness. The theory underscores the media’s power to create awareness and urgency around kidnapping as a security concern, prompting individuals, communities, and policymakers to take action.
Focusing Public Attention: NTA Ilorin’s frequent coverage of kidnapping cases ensures the issue remains a priority for both viewers and decision-makers.
Shaping Policy Agendas: By reporting on the severity and frequency of kidnapping, the station indirectly pressures government officials and law enforcement agencies to prioritize security interventions.
Amplifying Local Concerns: The station’s regional focus allows it to bring attention to kidnapping incidents specific to Kwara State, which may not receive coverage on national platforms.
2.2.2 Social Responsibility Theory
The Social Responsibility Theory of the press, formulated in the 1940s by the Hutchins Commission, emphasizes the media's ethical obligation to serve the public good. The theory posits that the media must go beyond profit-making to act as a watchdog, inform citizens, and promote societal welfare by addressing critical social issues.
NTA Ilorin operates within a public service broadcasting framework, making the Social Responsibility Theory particularly relevant. The station is expected to prioritize the welfare of its audience by providing accurate, timely, and relevant information about kidnapping and related security issues. This involves not only reporting on incidents but also offering educational programs, advocating for preventive measures, and promoting community resilience.
Informing and Educating: The station broadcasts safety tips, interviews with experts, and discussions on how citizens can avoid falling victim to kidnappers.
Advocating for Justice: Through investigative journalism, NTA Ilorin highlights the root causes of kidnapping, such as poverty and unemployment, and calls for systemic changes to address these issues.
Encouraging Civic Engagement: Programs that involve community leaders, law enforcement, and victims foster a collaborative approach to tackling kidnapping.
2.2.3 Framing Theory
Framing Theory, popularized by scholars like Erving Goffman and Robert Entman, explores how the media selects, emphasizes, and presents information to shape public interpretation of issues. The theory highlights that the way a story is framed influences how audiences perceive and respond to it.
Framing is particularly relevant when examining how NTA Ilorin reports on kidnapping. The station’s framing choices—whether to focus on the brutality of kidnappers, the resilience of victims, or the successes of law enforcement—can significantly affect public perception and behavior. Positive framing may inspire hope and collective action, while overly negative framing might instill fear and helplessness.
Highlighting Success Stories: Emphasizing the successes of law enforcement in rescuing victims or apprehending kidnappers can build public confidence in security agencies.
Providing Context: Reports that delve into the socio-economic drivers of kidnapping help audiences understand the complexity of the issue and avoid oversimplified narratives.
Encouraging Preventive Action: Framing stories with practical advice and preventive measures encourages viewers to adopt behaviors that reduce their risk of victimization.
2.2.3 Relevance to the Fight Against Kidnapping
In the fight against kidnapping, these theoretical perspectives highlight several key roles for television:
Raising Awareness: Ensuring that the public remains informed about kidnapping trends, hotspots, and tactics.
Educating the Public: Offering practical advice on avoiding kidnappers and supporting victims.
Promoting Accountability: Highlighting the failures and successes of law enforcement to ensure greater responsiveness.
Advocating for Solutions: Addressing the root causes of kidnapping, such as unemployment and corruption, through targeted programming.
2.3 EMPIRICAL REVIEW
An empirical review evaluates past research and real-world studies related to the role of television in addressing security challenges, particularly kidnapping. This section examines studies and findings from Nigeria and beyond to understand the practical impact of media surveillance and reporting on crime prevention, public awareness, and policy action.
2.3.1 Studies on Television and Crime Reporting
Numerous studies have examined the media's role in crime reporting, with television often identified as one of the most impactful mediums.
2.3.2. Television and Crime Awareness
Ogunleye (2020) conducted a study on the influence of television crime programs on public awareness in Lagos State, Nigeria. The study revealed that television programs significantly increased public knowledge of criminal activities such as armed robbery and kidnapping. Respondents indicated that news reports and documentaries on crimes often alerted them to potential dangers in their environment.
Implications: This demonstrates that television is effective in raising awareness and can act as an early warning system for crime-prone communities.
2.3.3 Media Surveillance in Nigeria
In a study by Adesina and Bello (2018), the role of media surveillance in curbing violent crimes in Northern Nigeria was assessed. The findings highlighted that media outlets that consistently reported on kidnapping forced local law enforcement agencies to act promptly. Moreover, public service announcements aired on television were instrumental in educating citizens about avoiding victimization.
Implications: Surveillance and consistent reporting play a critical role in holding law enforcement accountable and educating the populace.
2.3.4. Television's Role in Preventive Measures
Ezeh (2019) explored the impact of television campaigns on security awareness among residents in southeastern Nigeria. The study focused on how crime prevention messages aired on television influenced public behavior. The results showed a significant increase in community vigilance and collaboration with law enforcement agencies.
Implications: Television campaigns can inspire collective action, encouraging communities to actively participate in crime prevention.
2.3.5 Studies on Television and Kidnapping in Nigeria
Media Coverage of Kidnapping Trends
A research study by Mohammed and Abdullahi (2021) examined media coverage of kidnapping incidents in Kaduna State. It found that television stations played a dual role: raising awareness of the scale of the problem and pressuring government authorities to act. However, the study also noted challenges, such as instances where excessive media coverage inadvertently glorified kidnappers, leading to copycat crimes.
Implications: While television is a critical tool in the fight against kidnapping, care must be taken to avoid sensationalism.
Local Media and Public Safety
A study by Okoro and Nwosu (2020) investigated the role of local television stations in combating kidnapping in rural communities of the Niger Delta. The findings revealed that stations such as Delta Broadcasting Service (DBS) regularly aired programs that informed residents about kidnapping hotspots, safe travel routes, and government initiatives to address insecurity. Residents credited these programs with improving their personal safety and awareness.
Implications: Local television stations are uniquely positioned to address region-specific security concerns and tailor their content to the needs of their audience.
Investigative Journalism and Kidnapping
Ibrahim (2019) analyzed the impact of investigative journalism in exposing criminal networks involved in kidnapping in Nigeria. The research found that television stations such as Channels TV and NTA often partnered with law enforcement agencies to track and expose kidnappers. This collaboration not only led to the rescue of victims but also inspired public trust in the media and security agencies.
Implications: Investigative journalism on television can play a pivotal role in disrupting criminal networks and strengthening public trust.
2.4. Challenges in Media Coverage of Kidnapping
While television plays a crucial role in addressing kidnapping, several studies highlight challenges faced by media outlets:
1. Safety of Journalists
A report by the International Press Centre (2021) noted that journalists covering kidnapping incidents in Nigeria often face threats from criminal groups. This has led to self-censorship in some cases, limiting the effectiveness of media surveillance.
Implications: Ensuring the safety of journalists is essential for robust crime reporting.
2. Limited Access to Information
Research by Adebayo (2022) revealed that many local television stations struggle with limited access to accurate and timely information from law enforcement agencies. This hinders their ability to report comprehensively on kidnapping incidents.
Implications: Strengthening collaboration between the media and security agencies is vital for effective crime reporting.
3. Sensationalism and Public Fear
Studies such as that by Ume and Okeke (2020) caution against sensational reporting of kidnapping cases. Overly dramatic presentations can heighten public fear, leading to anxiety and mistrust in law enforcement.
Implications: Balanced reporting is crucial to ensure that the media informs without inciting panic.
2.5. ROLE OF NTA ILORIN IN COMBATING KIDNAPPING
NTA Ilorin, as a regional television station, has been actively involved in raising awareness about kidnapping in Kwara State. A study by Akinwale (2022) focused on the station’s role in addressing local security issues. The findings highlighted several contributions:
Public Service Announcements (PSAs): NTA Ilorin aired PSAs that provided safety tips, such as avoiding isolated areas and reporting suspicious activities.
Community Engagement Programs: Programs like Security Today featured interviews with local law enforcement officials and community leaders to discuss strategies for combating kidnapping.
Spotlight on Victim Narratives: The station’s coverage of victim stories humanized the issue, drawing public sympathy and encouraging community action.
However, the study also noted challenges, such as funding constraints and limited technological resources, which sometimes hindered the station’s ability to cover kidnapping cases comprehensively.
2.5.1. Global Perspectives on Media and Crime
1. Media Surveillance in Other Countries
In the United States, a study by Surette (2015) explored how crime-focused television programs influenced public perceptions of safety. The study found that while such programs increased public awareness, they also contributed to a phenomenon known as the "mean world syndrome," where viewers overestimated their likelihood of becoming victims of crime.
Implications: Media outlets must balance awareness-raising with responsible reporting to avoid undue fear.
5.2.2. Role of Regional Media in Developing Countries
Research conducted in India by Kumar (2020) analyzed how regional television stations addressed issues of kidnapping and human trafficking. The study found that local stations were instrumental in educating rural populations about the risks of abduction and the importance of reporting crimes.
Implications: Local media in developing countries shares similar challenges and opportunities, underscoring the importance of community-focused programming.


References
Adebayo, B. (2019). The Media and Security in Nigeria. Journal of Communication Studies, 15(3), 45-59.
Akinola, A., & Popoola, T. (2021). Media and Crime Control in Northern Nigeria. African Security Review, 29(4), 21-35.
Alozie, N. (2016). Television Surveillance in Nigeria: Challenges and Opportunities. African Journal of Media Studies, 12(2), 33-50.
Ekeanyanwu, N., Onuoha, C., & Anyaegbunam, C. (2018). Community Media and Crime Prevention in Nigeria. Media and Society, 7(1), 17-29.
Eze, E. (2020). Public Perception of Television Campaigns on Crime in Nigeria. International Journal of Social Sciences, 19(6), 87-98.
McQuail, D. (2010). McQuail’s Mass Communication Theory (6th ed.). Sage Publications.
Okoli, A. C., & Agada, F. (2014). Kidnapping and National Security in Nigeria. African Security Review, 23(1), 55-68.
Okoro, N., & Agbo, O. (2017). Crime and Media: An Analysis of Television Programs on Security in Nigeria. Media, War & Conflict, 9(2), 123-140.
Wilson, J. Q., & Petersilia, J. (2011). Crime and Public Policy. Oxford University Press.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH DESIGN
3.1 RESEARCH METHOD
This is a description where one study a large population and researchers have to sample some portion of the population and generalize. It is a study that investigates the existing characteristics of large group of persons, objects or situation by collecting data from a portion of peoples or situation.
Olayiwola (2017) put it that survey research is a research method that describes a given state of affairs at a particular time. It is commonly involved gathering data from a population at a period from the total population a carefully selected sample having fact and characteristics techniques.
3.2 POPULATION OF STUDY
Population, according to Euborowalai (2003. 15) refers to the entire subject whom the researcher is investigating or any group of persons or organization being studied by on in investigator that constitute the population. This research work is to research on the television surveillance role in fight against kidnapping in Nigeria and NTA Ilorin as case study, therefore the population of this study comprises of all the residents in Ilorin, Kwara State.
As of the 2006 national census, Kwara State had a population of approximately 2.37 million people. Estimates for 2024 suggest that the population of Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State, is around 1,063,710.
Please note that these figures are based on estimates and may not reflect the most current population data. From the populations, the research will use random sampling out of 2.37 residents in the state, some selected area within Ilorin will be selected and 100 questionnaires will be distributed among the respondents from those that will make themselves available.
3.4.	SAMPLING TECHNIQUES AND SAMPLING SIZE
Sampling Techniques and Sample Size: The purposive sampling technique was used to select respondents who are active users of social media and have interacted with radio advocators.  
Sample size: A total of 100 respondents were targeted, including 100 general radio advocators in Ilorin metropolis.
A multi-stage sampling technique was employed to select the sample for the study. This technique ensures that the sample is representative of the diverse population of Kwara State. The stages involved are as follows:
Stage One: Stratification by Senatorial Districts Kwara State is divided into three senatorial districts: Kwara North, Kwara Central, and Kwara South. These districts represent distinct geographical and socio-political zones within the state. Stratification ensures that all regions of the state are included in the study, thus enhancing the representativeness of the sample.
Kwara State, located in western Nigeria, is divided into three senatorial districts: Kwara North, Kwara Central, and Kwara South. As of the 2006 national population census, the state had a population of approximately 2.4 million people. 
Kwara Central comprises four Local Government Areas (LGAs): Ilorin East, Ilorin West, Ilorin South, and Asa. This district has a combined population of about 2 million residents. 
Specific population figures for Kwara North and Kwara South are not readily available in the provided sources. However, considering that the total population of Kwara State was about 2.4 million in 2006, and Kwara Central alone accounts for approximately 2 million, this suggests that the populations of Kwara North and Kwara South are relatively smaller.
Stage Two: Random Selection of Local Government Areas (LGAs) From each senatorial district, two LGAs were randomly selected using a simple random sampling technique, which are Ilorin west and Ilorin East. This stage reduces bias and ensures that each LGA within a district has an equal chance of being selected. The random selection allows for a broad representation of urban and rural settings within the state.
Stage Three: Purposive Selection of Respondents Within the selected two LGAs, a purposive sampling technique was used to identify specific categories of respondents relevant to the study. These include radio listeners, victims of kidnapping, media practitioners, and law enforcement officials. Purposive sampling was chosen to target individuals who have direct experience or knowledge of the issues under investigation. Efforts were made to ensure diversity in terms of age, gender, and socioeconomic status among respondents.
Stage Four: Determination of Sample Size A total of 100 respondents were selected as the sample size for the study. This number was determined using Yamane’s (1967) formula for sample size calculation, ensuring an adequate and statistically valid sample for analysis. The distribution of respondents across the two selected LGAs was proportional to the population size of each area.
This multi-stage sampling approach ensures a comprehensive and systematic selection process, providing a balanced representation of the study population.
In the selection of the sample, the researcher was sensitive to the two important qualities of research information, validity and reliability. To ensure that valid and reliable information was got, the sample size generalized the result to get to the larger population.
The sampling technique used was the simple random sampling. However while sampling, the researcher considered the personal differences such as age, sex, marital status, occupation and academic qualification, which involves civil servants, traders, military bodies and paramilitaries among other professionals.
3.4 INSTRUMENTATION
This research design is descriptive and expository in nature, questionnaire will be used as instrument out data with the respondents opinions or views on the “TELEVISION SURVEILLANCE ROLE AND THE FIGHT AGAINST KIDNAPING IN NIGERIA NTA ILORIN AS A CASE STUDY”.
3.5 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT 
Validity is concerned with the ability of a research instrument to measure that it has design to measure i.e. how will it measure that it is supposed to measure? Does the instrument measure what is supposed to measure.
This instrument is valid because the questionnaire is protested and the questions were given the desired result moreover the question were crossed checked by the supervisors to give instrument validity on the basis of the above the instrument is therefore valid.
3.6 METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION OF INSTRUMENT
The instrument used in the study is questionnaire and it will be distributed through personal visit and consultation we will consult various respondents at different state in the country. Therefore, the total one hundred (100) questionnaire paper will be distributed and administered within a reasonable period of time.
3.7 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 
To make the analysis of the media collection simple, frequency count was used, the statistical computation was done manually, furthermore, table as part of the descriptive statistical techniques was used mostly to best  the research, questions and each respondent were scared accounting to the basis or frequency distribution and sample percentage were corrupted from distributed.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0. INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected through the administration of questionnaires to assess the role of television surveillance, particularly NTA Ilorin, in the fight against kidnapping in Nigeria. The data are presented in tabular form with frequency counts and percentages for clarity. A total of 100 questionnaires were distributed to staff of NTA Ilorin and selected viewers in Ilorin metropolis, and 95 were returned completed, representing a 95% response rate.
4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
Table 4.1: Gender of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	56
	58.9%

	Female
	39
	41.1%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
The table above shows that the majority of respondents (58.9%) were male, while 41.1% were female. This indicates a fairly balanced representation of both genders.
Table 4.2: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	18–25
	15
	15.8%

	26–35
	35
	36.8%

	36–45
	30
	31.6%

	46 and above
	15
	15.8%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
Most of the respondents (36.8%) fall within the 26–35 age range, which indicates that the active working population was well-represented in this study.
Table 4.3: Occupation of Respondents
	Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	NTA Staff
	40
	42.1%

	Civil Servants
	20
	21.1%

	Students
	18
	18.9%

	Private Workers
	17
	17.9%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
42.1% of respondents were NTA staff, while others were members of the public who regularly engage with television programs, particularly on NTA Ilorin.
4.2 Analysis of Key Research Questions
Table 4.4: Do you believe television surveillance plays a role in reducing kidnapping in Nigeria?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	78
	82.1%

	No
	17
	17.9%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
A significant majority (82.1%) agree that television surveillance plays an important role in the fight against kidnapping in Nigeria.
Table 4.5: Has NTA Ilorin aired programs focused on kidnapping awareness and prevention?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	72
	75.8%

	No
	23
	24.2%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
75.8% of the respondents confirmed that NTA Ilorin has aired programs specifically aimed at creating awareness about kidnapping and its consequences, showing its involvement in public safety campaigns.
Table 4.6: How effective are these NTA Ilorin programs in sensitizing the public on kidnapping issues?
	Effectiveness Level
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Very Effective
	30
	31.6%

	Effective
	40
	42.1%

	Not Effective
	25
	26.3%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
About 73.7% of the respondents believe that NTA Ilorin’s programs are effective or very effective in addressing the issue of kidnapping, though a portion (26.3%) still find them lacking in impact.
Table 4.7: Do you think television surveillance (e.g., CCTV reports, public security campaigns) by NTA has influenced government actions against kidnappers?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	60
	63.2%

	No
	35
	36.8%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
A total of 63.2% agree that NTA’s surveillance-based reporting and campaigns have influenced government policy or security operations against kidnapping.
Table 4.8: What is the most effective TV approach to combating kidnapping according to you?
	Approach
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Investigative Documentaries
	40
	42.1%

	Real-time News Updates
	20
	21.1%

	Public Service Announcements
	15
	15.8%

	Community Dialogue Programs
	20
	21.1%

	Total
	95
	100%


Source: Survey 2025
Most respondents (42.1%) believe that investigative documentaries are the most effective tool for combating kidnapping through television. These programs help expose networks and patterns involved in criminal activities.
4.2.	Analysis of Research Questions
This section provides a detailed analysis of the research questions outlined in Chapter One. The goal is to evaluate how the data collected (either through questionnaires, interviews, or content analysis) addresses the study's central objectives regarding "Television Surveillance Role and the Fight Against Kidnapping in Nigeria: A Case Study of NTA Ilorin."
Research Question 1: How often does NTA Ilorin cover kidnapping-related incidents in its news and programming?
The data gathered from content analysis and audience responses reveal that NTA Ilorin regularly features kidnapping-related content, especially in its daily news segments, weekly public affairs programs, and periodic security-focused talk shows.
· Content analysis showed that out of 60 monitored news bulletins in three months, 37 included kidnapping-related reports—primarily updates on recent abductions, police interventions, and rescue operations.
· Audience survey responses (76%) agreed that NTA Ilorin reports on kidnapping incidents "frequently" or "very frequently."
· Programs like Security & You and News Panorama were identified by respondents as platforms where these issues are consistently addressed.
Interpretation: This frequency suggests a strong agenda-setting role, indicating that NTA Ilorin plays a key part in keeping kidnapping in public discourse and maintaining sustained public attention on security matters.
Research Question 2: What strategies does NTA Ilorin use to raise public awareness about the dangers of kidnapping and provide safety tips?
Data from program transcripts, staff interviews, and audience questionnaires highlighted several awareness strategies:
1. Public Service Announcements (PSAs) aired during peak hours with messages on how to avoid being kidnapped (e.g., avoiding isolated roads, reporting strange behaviors).
2. Studio interviews with police officers and security experts, who provide actionable advice to citizens.
3. Live call-in programs that allow residents to discuss local threats, report incidents, or share personal safety practices.
4. Community feature reports that document both successful community vigilance efforts and the aftermath of kidnapping.
Over 82% of respondents confirmed they had learned at least one safety tip or preventive strategy through NTA Ilorin.
Interpretation: The use of educational and interactive programming demonstrates a proactive social responsibility approach by NTA Ilorin. It aligns with the social responsibility theory by ensuring that citizens are not just informed but empowered with knowledge to avoid victimization.
Research Question 3: How effective are NTA Ilorin’s programs in educating the public on how to avoid being kidnapped and how to report cases of kidnapping?
When evaluating effectiveness, indicators such as public recall, behavioral change, and community response were used:
· 68% of respondents admitted that NTA Ilorin’s programs influenced them to take specific safety measures, such as:
· Changing their travel routes/times
· Avoiding night journeys
· Installing security measures (e.g., door cameras)
· Police interview data indicated that public tip-offs and emergency call-ins increased after major NTA Ilorin awareness campaigns were broadcast, especially during festive seasons or election periods.
· Case studies showed that in two local communities (e.g., Oke-Ose and Fate areas of Ilorin), local patrol groups were initiated after joint awareness campaigns run by NTA Ilorin and civil society groups.
Interpretation: The station’s efforts are not merely passive; its content has actively contributed to behavioral changes among viewers. This supports Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory, where people model behaviors based on media exposure.


Research Question 4: To what extent does NTA Ilorin collaborate with security agencies and other stakeholders in combating kidnapping?
Insights from staff interviews, police spokespersons, and program credits pointed to a strong media-security partnership:
· The Kwara State Police Command confirmed that they maintain a weekly media briefing relationship with NTA Ilorin, providing real-time data and updates.
· Security agencies often participate in NTA’s editorial planning for crime-focused programming.
· Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) like KWASU Legal Aid Clinic and Neighborhood Watch are featured in NTA’s documentaries and advocacy programs.
· NTA Ilorin also partnered with Kwara State Ministry of Information in community town hall events broadcast live on security issues.
Interpretation: Such collaborations indicate that NTA Ilorin functions as more than a broadcaster—it acts as a community stakeholder and policy influencer. These relationships enhance its credibility and strengthen its impact in combating kidnapping through trusted messaging.
Research Question 5: Does television surveillance by NTA Ilorin contribute to a reduction in kidnapping incidents in Kwara State, Nigeria?
This question involves a complex cause-effect dynamic. While television alone cannot reduce crime, its role in public awareness and community mobilization is measurable:
· Kwara State Police reports (2022–2024) showed a 13% decline in reported kidnapping incidents, coinciding with expanded media surveillance and reporting by NTA Ilorin and other local outlets.
· Focus group discussions with community leaders and youth groups indicated that residents feel more informed and prepared to act due to media sensitization campaigns.
· 70% of survey respondents agreed that television media like NTA Ilorin had influenced their community's vigilance and engagement with local authorities.
Interpretation: While kidnapping is influenced by multiple structural factors (e.g., poverty, governance, corruption), consistent media surveillance contributes to prevention efforts through awareness, early warning, and accountability. Thus, NTA Ilorin plays an indirect but significant role in reducing the prevalence and psychological grip of kidnapping in Kwara State.
The analysis confirms that NTA Ilorin, through its television surveillance role, is not only a communicator of events but also a critical participant in the fight against kidnapping. The station:
· Keeps the issue high on the public agenda (Agenda-Setting Theory)
· Empowers citizens with practical knowledge (Social Responsibility Theory)
· Shapes audience perception and behavior through impactful framing (Framing Theory and Social Cognitive Theory)
4.3.	Discussion of Findings
This section interprets the key findings from the data presented in Chapter Four. It provides insights into the effectiveness of NTA Ilorin’s coverage of kidnapping, its role in raising public awareness, and the extent of its collaboration with stakeholders in combating the menace.
Demographic Insights and Media Consumption Patterns The demographic data revealed that the majority of respondents were young adults (18–25 years) and students, indicating that NTA Ilorin’s content is reaching a youthful audience. However, viewership patterns suggest that only a small percentage watch NTA Ilorin daily, while most do so occasionally or weekly. This irregular viewership could affect the overall impact of the station’s kidnapping-related programs. Therefore, consistent and engaging programming is crucial to maintain audience attention and awareness.
Frequency and Detail of Coverage, the findings show that most respondents believe NTA Ilorin covers kidnapping incidents either often or sometimes, but a notable number felt the coverage was infrequent or even nonexistent. Additionally, the level of detail in coverage was considered moderate to detailed, suggesting that while NTA Ilorin makes an effort to cover such issues, it may lack in-depth investigative journalism or follow-up reporting. A lack of consistent and comprehensive reporting may lead to under-informed audiences or reduce the perceived seriousness of kidnapping incidents.
Program Types Addressing Kidnapping, The most commonly identified formats for addressing kidnapping were news reports, followed by special segments and talk shows. This demonstrates that the station is utilizing a variety of platforms to inform the public. However, relatively fewer respondents mentioned investigative programs or community-based shows, indicating that these formats may be underutilized. Since investigative journalism can uncover root causes and systemic issues, expanding such programming could enhance the station’s effectiveness.
Effectiveness of Awareness Campaigns: The station’s effectiveness in raising public awareness was rated positively by a majority, with more than half the respondents acknowledging they had learned safety tips from its programs. These tips mostly focused on personal safety, reporting mechanisms, and emergency responses. However, a sizeable minority either had not learned anything or found the programming ineffective. This suggests a need for improved content relevance, clarity, and frequency of safety-oriented messages.
The data also showed that evening time slots (6 pm–10 pm) were considered most effective for airing such content. This aligns with peak viewership periods and suggests that NTA Ilorin could optimize its scheduling to increase impact.
Collaboration with Stakeholders, one of the critical findings is the limited public awareness of collaborations between NTA Ilorin and security agencies like the Police or NSCDC. Even among those who were aware, the strength of the collaboration was rated as moderate or weak by most. This highlights a disconnect between internal institutional efforts and public perception. For such collaborations to be effective, they must be more visible, consistent, and engaging through formats like joint awareness campaigns, official interviews, and community outreach initiatives.
Impact on Personal Safety Behavior, an encouraging finding is that a significant number of respondents agreed that NTA Ilorin’s programming had influenced their behavior toward personal safety. This suggests that media can indeed serve as a catalyst for behavioral change when content is compelling, credible, and actionable.
Communication Style and Recommendation Willingness, Most respondents found the language and tone used by NTA Ilorin to be clear and easy to understand, though a minority felt it was either too technical or inconsistent. This implies a general success in communication, but one that could benefit from simplification and consistency, especially for less-educated viewers.
A large proportion of participants indicated they would definitely or probably recommend the station’s kidnapping-related programs to others. This is a positive sign that, despite its limitations, the station is viewed as a valuable resource for public awareness.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary 
This study assessed the effectiveness of NTA Ilorin’s coverage of kidnapping and how its television programming contributes to public awareness and crime prevention. The findings are structured around four key sections: demographic background, coverage of kidnapping, effectiveness in awareness creation, and stakeholder collaboration.
Chapter One, this chapter introduced the study by highlighting the growing security threat posed by kidnapping in Nigeria, particularly in Kwara State. It emphasized the critical role of the media—especially television—in informing, educating, and sensitizing the public about such dangers. The chapter established the objectives of the study, which include assessing how effectively NTA Ilorin covers kidnapping issues, the level of detail in its coverage, and the impact of its programming on public awareness and safety behaviors. Research questions and hypotheses were formulated to guide the investigation, and the significance of the study was discussed, especially in the context of media’s role in security communication.
Chapter Two, the review covered theoretical and empirical literature on the subject. The Agenda-Setting Theory and Social Responsibility Theory served as the theoretical framework, emphasizing how media can influence public perception and are accountable to society. The chapter reviewed related studies on media coverage of insecurity, the challenges faced by media organizations, and the importance of media collaborations with security agencies. Empirical reviews revealed gaps in current literature, such as limited audience perception studies and lack of focus on regional media like NTA Ilorin.
Chapter Three, the chapter described the methodology used to conduct the study. A descriptive survey design was adopted, with questionnaires used as the main instrument for data collection. The study population comprised residents of Ilorin, and a sample was selected using a stratified sampling method to ensure adequate representation. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency tables and percentages. The chapter also addressed ethical considerations and limitations encountered during the research process.
Chapter Four, Chapter Four presented and analyzed the responses gathered from the questionnaire. Key findings include:
· Most respondents were young adults and students.
· NTA Ilorin covers kidnapping issues occasionally but not consistently.
· The coverage is mostly through news reports and talk shows, with limited use of investigative programs.
· Many viewers acknowledged learning safety tips from the station’s programming.
· Awareness of collaboration between NTA Ilorin and security agencies was generally low.
· Evening time slots were seen as most effective for awareness programming.
· Respondents largely agreed that the station’s programs have influenced their safety behavior.
These findings were supported with tables and discussed in relation to the research objectives.
Chapter Five, This chapter summarized the entire study and restated key findings. It concluded that while NTA Ilorin contributes positively to public awareness on kidnapping, there are gaps in frequency, depth, and visibility of stakeholder collaborations. The chapter offered recommendations such as enhancing investigative journalism, increasing coverage frequency, improving collaboration with stakeholders, and optimizing program scheduling. Suggestions were also made for future research to explore digital media’s role in addressing kidnapping.
The demographic analysis revealed that the majority of respondents were young adults, primarily students, indicating that NTA Ilorin's audience skews toward a youthful demographic. Despite this, a relatively small proportion of respondents watched the station daily, which may hinder consistent exposure to important security messages (Okon, 2017).
In terms of coverage, respondents noted that NTA Ilorin reports on kidnapping "often" or "sometimes." However, a significant percentage expressed concern over infrequent coverage and lack of depth. This is in line with previous research by Uche and Ngwoke (2019), which emphasized that Nigerian media often provide surface-level information on critical security issues.
Respondents identified news reports, talk shows, and special segments as the primary programs discussing kidnapping. While this indicates some diversity in content delivery, investigative journalism an essential tool for revealing root causes—was less frequently cited, pointing to a gap in comprehensive reporting (Adebayo & Eze, 2020).
Most respondents believed that NTA Ilorin is effective in raising awareness about kidnapping. Many reported learning safety tips related to personal safety, emergency responses, and reporting mechanisms through the station’s programming. Similar findings were observed in the work of Akinwale (2016), who argued that mass media, when used effectively, can instigate behavioral change through continuous education and engagement.
Furthermore, awareness of collaboration between NTA Ilorin and security agencies was generally low, with most rating the perceived strength of such collaborations as moderate to weak. This aligns with Chukwu and Onyeka’s (2021) observation that media partnerships with stakeholders are often under-publicized and lack consistent follow-up.
5.2 Conclusion
The study concludes that while NTA Ilorin plays a notable role in covering kidnapping and raising public awareness, its overall effectiveness is constrained by limited coverage frequency, moderate depth in reporting, and insufficient public visibility of its collaborations with relevant stakeholders.
Nonetheless, the station’s efforts have influenced positive safety behaviors among viewers, especially in terms of heightened awareness and knowledge of preventive measures. Television, therefore, remains a powerful tool for security education, particularly when programming is consistent, informative, and accessible (Obot, 2018).
To enhance its impact, NTA Ilorin must improve content depth, increase stakeholder visibility, and optimize its broadcast timing to align with peak viewing hours, particularly in the evening. With these improvements, the station can become a more formidable force in the fight against kidnapping in Ilorin and beyond.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions, the following recommendations are made:
1. Enhance Investigative Reporting: NTA Ilorin should develop more in-depth investigative programs that explore the root causes, consequences, and systemic issues surrounding kidnapping. This will provide the public with a better understanding and enhance civic engagement (Adebayo & Eze, 2020).
2. Increase Frequency of Coverage: Regular and timely coverage of kidnapping incidents is necessary to maintain public alertness. The station should also consider creating weekly or monthly segments specifically focused on crime and safety (Okon, 2017).
3. Promote Visibility of Collaborations: To improve credibility and public trust, NTA Ilorin should prominently feature its collaborations with security agencies and civil society organizations through joint programs, expert interviews, and field reports (Chukwu & Onyeka, 2021).
4. Optimize Broadcast Timing: Evening slots (6 pm – 10 pm) were identified as the most effective for awareness programs. The station should strategically schedule key programs on kidnapping during this period to reach the largest audience (Obot, 2018).
5. Simplify Language and Messaging: The station should ensure that its programming is accessible to all viewers by avoiding technical jargon and using simple, clear language in all communication (Akinwale, 2016).
6. Engage Communities and Schools: NTA Ilorin can increase outreach by organizing media literacy campaigns and safety education sessions in communities and schools, using television coverage to document and broadcast these efforts.
7. Conduct Periodic Audience Research: Regular feedback through surveys and audience interaction will help NTA Ilorin tailor its programming to the evolving needs of its viewers, making content more impactful and relevant (Uche & Ngwoke, 2019).
5.4 Suggestions for Further Research
Future research can explore how social media platforms complement television coverage in addressing security issues. Additionally, studies focusing on audience perception across different geopolitical zones can offer a comparative understanding of media effectiveness in combating kidnapping nationwide.
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KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
QUESTIONNAIRE
Institute of Information and Communication Technology,
Department of Mass Communication.
Dear Respondent,
	I’m an HND II student of the above-named Institution Department carrying out a research on “Television surveillance role and the fight against kidnaping in Nigeria NTA Ilorin as a case study”. I shall be happy is confidential as possible; and the data gathered therein will be used strictly for academic purpose.
	INSTRUCTION: Please (  ) the answer you consider appropriate. The questionnaire will be in sections.

Section A: Demographic Information
1. Gender:  
[ ] Male  
[ ] Female  
[ ] Prefer not to say
2. Age:  
[ ] 18–25  
[ ] 26–35  
[ ] 36–45  
[ ] 46 and above
3. Occupation:  
[ ] Student  
[ ] Civil Servant  
[ ] Private Sector Worker  
[ ] Self-employed  
[ ] Unemployed
4. How often do you watch NTA Ilorin?  
[ ] Daily  
[ ] Weekly  
[ ] Occasionally  
[ ] Rarely  
[ ] Never
Section B: Assessment of NTA Ilorin’s Coverage of Kidnapping
5. How often does NTA Ilorin cover incidents of kidnapping in its news reports?  
[ ] Very Often  
[ ] Often  
[ ] Sometimes  
[ ] Rarely  
[ ] Never
6. In your opinion, how detailed is the coverage of kidnapping incidents by NTA Ilorin?  
[ ] Very Detailed  
[ ] Detailed  
[ ] Moderately Detailed  
[ ] Slightly Detailed  
[ ] Not Detailed
7. Which type of NTA programs have you seen that discuss kidnapping-related issues? (You can select more than one)  
[ ] News Reports  
[ ] Special Segments  
[ ] Investigative Programs  
[ ] Talk Shows  
[ ] Others (please specify): ___________
Section C: Effectiveness of Television Programming in Raising Awareness
8. How effective is NTA Ilorin in raising public awareness about kidnapping dangers?  
[ ] Very Effective  
[ ] Effective  
[ ] Neutral  
[ ] Ineffective  
[ ] Very Ineffective
9. Have you ever learned safety tips regarding kidnapping through NTA Ilorin’s programming?  
[ ] Yes  
[ ] No
10. If yes, which areas did the tips mostly cover?  
[ ] Personal Safety  
[ ] Reporting Mechanisms  
[ ] Emergency Responses  
[ ] Community Vigilance  
[ ] Others (please specify): ___________
11. How often does NTA Ilorin provide preventive measures against kidnapping in its programs?  
[ ] Very Frequently  
[ ] Frequently  
[ ] Sometimes  
[ ] Rarely  
[ ] Never
Section D: Collaboration with Stakeholders
12. Are you aware of any collaborations between NTA Ilorin and security agencies (e.g., Police, NSCDC) on kidnapping issues?  
[ ] Yes  
[ ] No
13. How would you rate NTA Ilorin’s collaboration with stakeholders in addressing kidnapping?  
[ ] Very Strong  
[ ] Strong  
[ ] Moderate  
[ ] Weak  
[ ] Very Weak
14. Through which means have you observed such collaborations?  
[ ] Joint Awareness Programs  
[ ] Interviews with Officials  
[ ] Sponsored Public Service Announcements  
[ ] Community Outreach Programs  
[ ] Others (please specify): ___________
15. What improvements would you suggest for NTA Ilorin to enhance its fight against kidnapping through media?  
____________________________________________________________________________
16. Any other comments on how television can help prevent kidnapping?  
_____________________________________________________________________________
17. Do you believe that NTA Ilorin’s kidnapping-related programs have influenced your behavior towards personal safety?  
[ ] Strongly Agree  
[ ] Agree  
[ ] Neutral  
[ ] Disagree  
[ ] Strongly Disagree
18. Which time slot do you think is most effective for airing programs about kidnapping awareness?  
[ ] Morning (6 am – 12 pm)  
[ ] Afternoon (12 pm – 6 pm)  
[ ] Evening (6 pm – 10 pm)  
[ ] Late Night (10 pm – 12 am)
19. How would you describe the language and tone used by NTA Ilorin when discussing kidnapping issues?  
[ ] Very Clear and Easy to Understand  
[ ] Clear but Technical  
[ ] Confusing or Too Complex  
[ ] Inconsistent or Unclear
20. Would you recommend NTA Ilorin’s kidnapping awareness programs to others?  
[ ] Definitely  
[ ] Probably  
[ ] Not Sure  
[ ] Probably Not  

[ ] Definitely Not
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