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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the perceptual influence of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) on journalism practice in Nigeria using journalists in Kwara State as a case study. The objectives of the study centred on ascertaining the journalists’ level of awareness of the provisions of the Act and determining the journalists’ perception of the strength and weaknesses of the Act in journalism practice as well as the direction of influence of the Act on journalism practice (whether negative or positive). The study adopted survey method. A sample of 165 was drawn from a population of 289 registered journalists in Kwara State using the proportionate stratified random sampling technique. Questionnaire was used to obtain data. Findings revealed that the journalists studied had a high level of awareness of the provisions of FOIA. Also, the journalists perceived the Act as having a more positive influence on journalism practice. Conclusion was that the Act portends good for journalism practice in Nigeria. It was recommended that journalists should make maximum use of the Act, and aspects of the Act that contain nebulous and slimy concepts that are open to differing interpretations should be reviewed.
Key words: Freedom of Information Act, influence, journalism practice, strength, weakness.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
Hip-hop music has evolved from being a form of artistic expression to a global cultural movement, influencing various aspects of society, including fashion, language, and social norms. In contemporary society, the rise of social media platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube has provided a space for hip-hop artists and their content to reach a broader audience, particularly youths. For students in tertiary institutions, including those at Kwara State Polytechnic, exposure to hip-hop content on social media is significant as it shapes their perceptions, values, and behaviors Abrams, 2017.
As students engage with hip-hop content, themes of self-expression, ambition, social commentary, and sometimes explicit messages are transmitted. While some aspects of hip-hop music and culture inspire creativity and resilience, others, such as glorification of materialism, violence, or drug use, may have adverse effects. Social media amplifies these influences by making such content easily accessible, immersive, and interactive. Consequently, there is growing concern about the potential impact of this musical content on the academic performance of students Arnett (2022).
Hip-hop, originating as a cultural movement in the 1970s, has grown into a global phenomenon, influencing various aspects of society, including fashion, language, and social norms. With the advent of social media, the reach and impact of hip-hop have intensified, making it a significant aspect of popular culture among young people, including students. Social media platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube serve as vehicles for sharing and consuming hip-hop music and related content Gbadeyan, 2008.
In the context of Kwara State Polytechnic, many students actively engage with hip-hop content on these platforms. While such engagement can serve as a source of motivation and cultural expression, it also raises concerns about potential distractions and their implications for academic performance. This study examines the influence of hip-hop musical content on social media and how it affects the academic lives of students at Kwara State Polytechnic Fofana (2018)
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Social media serves as a bridge between students and the hip-hop music culture, making it a key factor in influencing students' behavior, time management, and academic focus. While hip-hop music has its merits as a platform for social commentary and personal expression, the potential distractions and negative behavioral influences it may propagate raise concerns Schwartz and Fouts (2019).
For students at Kwara State Polytechnic, prolonged exposure to hip-hop content on social media might lead to misplaced priorities, reduced study time, and an inclination toward unproductive activities. Furthermore, the glamorization of lifestyles portrayed in hip-hop might conflict with academic aspirations and values. This study seeks to examine the extent of these influences and their implications on the academic performance of students Baker (20190.
The growing popularity of hip-hop music and its accessibility through social media platforms have led to increased consumption among young people. While some argue that hip-hop inspires creativity, resilience, and self-expression, critics highlight the promotion of negative themes such as violence, materialism, and substance abuse, which may influence behavior and attitudes Arnett (2022).
For students, frequent engagement with social media and hip-hop content may impact study habits, time management, and academic performance. However, there is limited empirical evidence specifically addressing this relationship in the Nigerian context, particularly among students of Kwara State Polytechnic. This study seeks to fill this gap by exploring the influence of hip-hop musical content on social media and its implications for students' academic performance Gbadeyan, 2008.

1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to assess the influence of hip-hop musical content on social media and its implications for the academic performance of Kwara State Polytechnic students. The specific objectives include:
1. To analyze the level of exposure of kwara poly students to hip-hop music content on social media.
2. To examine the themes and messages in hip-hop music that resonate most with students.
3. To determine the impact of hip-hop content on students' study habits and academic performance.
1.4 Research Questions
1. How frequently are Kwara State Polytechnic students exposed to hip-hop music content on social media?
2. What themes in hip-hop music are most appealing to students?
3. What is the relationship between exposure to hip-hop content and students' study habits?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study will be significant in several ways:
· Educational Institutions: It will provide insights for educators and administrators on how external cultural influences, such as hip-hop music, affect students' academic performance.
· Students: It will help students reflect on their media consumption habits and make informed decisions about balancing entertainment and academics.
· Parents and Guardians: The findings will help them understand the cultural influences shaping their wards and guide them appropriately.
· Policy Makers: It will offer valuable data for policymakers to develop media literacy programs and guidelines that promote responsible content consumption among youths.


1.6	Scope and Limitation of the Study
This study will focus on students of Kwara State Polytechnic, examining their exposure to hip-hop music content on social media and its impact on their academic performance. The study will consider various factors such as the frequency of exposure, the themes in the music, and the perceived effects on study habits and overall academic achievements. Data will be gathered from a representative sample of students across different departments and levels.
The study may encounter the following limitations:
1. Reliance on self-reported data, which may be subject to bias or inaccuracies.
2. Limited generalizability of findings to other institutions outside Kwara State Polytechnic.
3. Time constraints in collecting and analyzing data from a diverse student population.
1.7	Operational Definition of Key Terms
1. Hip-Hop Music: A genre of music characterized by rhythmic vocal style (rapping) accompanied by beats and often encompassing themes of social commentary, self-expression, and cultural identity. In this study, it refers specifically to the content of hip-hop music consumed by students through social media platforms.
2. Social Media: Online platforms and applications such as Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter that facilitate content sharing, interaction, and communication. This study focuses on how these platforms serve as channels for consuming hip-hop music content.
3. Academic Performance: The measurable outcomes of students' educational achievements, typically reflected in grades, test scores, class participation, and overall academic progress.
4. Influence: The power of hip-hop music content to affect the behavior, attitudes, and study habits of students either positively or negatively.
5. Students: Individuals enrolled in various academic programs at Kwara State Polytechnic, who are the primary focus of this study.
6. Themes in Hip-Hop Music: The recurring messages and motifs present in hip-hop songs, such as ambition, violence, materialism, resilience, social justice, or self-expression.
7. Study Habits: The practices and behaviors that students engage in while preparing for academic tasks, including time management, concentration, and consistency in studying.
8. Exposure: The degree to which students interact with hip-hop music content through social media, including frequency and intensity of engagement.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0	Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to review existing literature on the influence of hip-hop musical content on social media and its implications for academic performance. This chapter is divided into four sections: the conceptual review, empirical review, theoretical framework, and a summary that highlights key insights.
Adolescence therefore is an important window period in as a result of the heightened sensitivity and inquisitiveness of youths, they could seek answers to life’s puzzles from music, and its lyrics, which are readily available to them. 
Halle (2003), argues that as a result of the emotional conflict and unrest caused by the developmental challenges of adolescence, there is an increased demand for mood regulation by the adolescent. Unfortunately, mood regulatory strategies are not yet fully developed at this stage, hence the importance of placing any and all possible resources for coping at their disposal. 
Music, which is also a mood regulator comes in handy as it is readily and easily available. It is at this stage that the foundation for coping in adult life is laid. By the middle teens, an increased mastery of the use of effective coping techniques is usually achieved.
Juslin and Sloboda (2021), Sherer and Zentner (2021), and Juslin and Laukka (2024), posits that the importance of music lies with its power to evoke emotions. This is seen in the subjective experience of people in the ability of music to heal, make people happy or sad, rejuvenate body and spirit, comfort and achieve many other feats. 
Berlyne (2021), explains that musical preferences are determined by the level of arousal that can be achieved by listening to a particular music genres. Konecni (2015), Konecni and Sargent-Pollock (2016), argues that musical preferences are not necessarily conditioned by the ability of music to produce certain levels of arousal, but since music is used to alter levels of stimulation, the preferred musical genres are those music that have the ability of fulfilling the demands of the given situation. Many scholars indicate that the preferred genres by adolescents are consistent in the following themes that reflect their deep emotional needs and state of mind: love, autonomy, identity and sexuality. These are reflected in their melody, harmony, intensity, rhythm, song text, instrumentation, social setting and presentation. Also the preferred music genres may change over time in order to meet these demands.
There is a general consensus on the correlation between musical preferences and behavioral patterns of adolescents, as held by many scholars including, Delsing, Bogt, Engels and Meeus (2017), Arnet (2020), North and Hargreaves (2017), Schwartz and Fouts (2019), Moore and Baker (2019) and Lamont and Webb (2019). 
Roberts, Dimsdale, East and Friedman (2018), argues that for the fact that adolescents are drawn to music that express their inner feelings, youth that are likely to be involved in deviant behaviours (use of hard drugs, hooliganism, sexual promiscuity, excitement seekers without considering the risks involved and defiance to constituted authority) are those who experience strong negative emotions stimulated by music that they constantly listen to. In other words, since their emotions are deviant they are drawn to deviant music which stimulates them to act out their inner feelings. They are thus more likely to take part in deviant behaviors. They suggest that music does not cause antisocial behaviours, but preferences of antisocial music may indicate underlying emotional disturbances and psychological vulnerability.
Furthermore, Arnett (2020), posits a strong correlation between reckless behavior and preferences of heavy metal and rap music. They therefore regard the role of personality trait very significant in determining music aesthetic sensibilities. 
Baker and Bor (2018), insists that the evidence of this concept is circumstantial. Dent and Gaif (2020) argues that while music plays a very important role in conditioning behavioral patterns of adolescents, other factors such as social, biological and environmental dynamics also contribute to this relationship. African scholars, such as Having noted the power of the cultural, social and physical environments to condition values, attitudes and conducts of individuals, it is germane therefore to recognize that music also plays a very important role in behavioral patterns of individuals. This is especially so, since cultural associations of music is an essential factor in the appreciation of music. The development of musical taste in adolescents is not entirely due to the music sound alone. The social, emotional, physiological, psychological and cultural dimensions are also involved in the formative influences on musical preferences of young adult.
Music, being a catharsis, is used by adolescents in the expression of their personalities. It follows therefore, that adolescents are likely to be attracted to music that reflect their personality, aspirations and experiences. Thus they have affinity to such genres that project their personalities. On the other hand, since they spend a lot of their time listening to music, the themes of these songs naturally influence them. Accordingly, listening to music whose song text has accepted moral codes, by the rebellious adolescent will likely influence him to more moderate behavioral patterns. Conversely, listening to music with deviant themes will aggravate behavior.
Song text is seen by most scholars as an influential and most important singular aspect of music. Language which is incorporated into music is very important because it affects and sometimes determines thought processes. This greatly influences the way the world is viewed by the adolescent, and consequently, the generation of values, attitudes and behavioral patterns.
2.1	Conceptual Review
The conceptual review provides an overview of key terms and concepts relevant to this study, including hip-hop music, social media, and academic performance.
2.1.1 Hip-Hop Music: 
Hip-hop is more than just a musical genre; it is a cultural movement that includes rapping, DJing, breakdancing, and graffiti art. Central to this movement is the lyrical content of its music, which often addresses social issues, personal struggles, and aspirations. However, some lyrics glorify violence, materialism, and risky behaviors, which can influence listeners' perceptions and actions.


2.1.2 Social Media: 
Social media refers to platforms and technologies that facilitate the sharing of information, communication, and entertainment. Platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube have become critical channels for promoting and consuming hip-hop content. Their accessibility and interactive nature allow students to engage deeply with the culture and music.
2.1.3 Academic Performance: 
Academic performance is the extent to which students achieve their educational goals, often measured through grades, test scores, and participation. The time spent on social media and the content consumed may impact students’ focus, time management, and overall performance.
2.1.4 The Relationship Between Hip-Hop, Social Media, and Students: 
Social media amplifies the influence of hip-hop by providing a constant flow of music, videos, and messages. This exposure can inspire students positively or negatively, depending on the nature of the content and the student's interpretation.
2.1.5	Music and Identity	
One theory that has reinforced majority of research work previously done on music and the youth’s identity is the social identity theory. (Tarrant & North, 2000; Tarrant, North & Hargreaves, 2021). Tarrant et al (2021) is of the opinion that the period of adolescence might be the appropriate period to take more careful look at social groupings among peers; especially as peer group play a central role in the process by which adolescent socialize and form buddy groups. In their studies, they opined that an individual’s music genre preferences served as a major factor that determined his/her social grouping. Hence adolescent create peer groups which fraternize based on music taste and preference. 
Furthermore, Tarrant et al (2021), conducted a research project that showed that adolescents use peer groups to fraternize. The research results validated the opinion that youths saw other adolescents who shared the same taste in music with them as having more endearing traits than peers that had divergent taste in music. (Tarrant et al, 2021b). 
2.1.6	Hip Hop and its development in Nigeria
Music is almost as old as man himself and has existed for as long as man has dwelled together in groups or societies. Knowledge gained through music stays so long in the memory that it is believed to last till death (Ojukwu, 2019). Nigeria has a rich culture that her people are proud of and passed down from generation to generation. Its varied cultural heritage derives from the mixture of its ethnic groups with Arabic and Western Europe influences. The country combines traditional culture with international urban sophistication. This much is reflected in their music and dance. The music and dance patterns of individual communities distinguish them from another. However, the western kind of music is been inculcated and so Nigerians too have rap, pop, reggae kind of music. (Thomas, 2013).  In music, words or lyrics are being used to tell stories but now images of men and women are symbolically used in telling stories aside from the lyrics of the song. Music production is now accompanied with people who either choreograph or mime along with. This is done mostly on stage performance. (Thomas 2013).  These differences gives spice and live to music videos.
The importance of hip hop music in the Nigerian context is virtually impossible to properly articulate. It is among the ancient art forms in Nigerian culture and has been known to serve diverse functions as it can be engaged in multifarious ways to fit into the Nigerian tradition. Hip hop music has had many different uses, from a creative outlet to being used to tackle societal issues. Also Nigerian hip hop music can be used for celebration and entertainment purposes like the Up-tempos beats played for the night clubs especially those sang by artists like Davido, Don Jazzy, Wizkid. Also, Nigerian hip hop music can be used for relaxation like in the case of the mid-tempo songs used to set a calmer tone and used for cruise control. Some examples worthy of mention are Banky W and Niyola. The effects and usefulness of Nigerian hip hop music cannot be overemphasized. There is something almost spiritual and ethereal about Nigerian hip hop music that makes it gripping to the Nigerian adolescent or even addictive. It is therefore important that music of a society represents the cultural values of that society.
According to the Guardian Newspaper, (2017), some of the effects music has had on the Nigerian youth include increase in promiscuity as in the instance of the hip hop song bang, bang, bang by Femi Kuti. Some Nigerian hip hop music also promotes loose morals as in the instance of the hip hop track Kondo by Dagrin. It also increases the knowledge and intake of both hard and soft (recreational drugs) as in the case of the hip hop track science student by Olamide. Nigerian hip hop music has been credited with popularizing negative trends like internet fraud as in the case of Maga don pay by Olu Maintain. Scholars have opined that Nigerian music has also been a chief cause of the decadence in the country’s value system. It is believed that the control and perception of the value system has eroded to a much more deplorable state and this is reflected in facets of the Nigerian value system that border on violence, fashion, socialization habits and seeking shortcuts.
2.1.7	Music multilingualism and hip hop consumption 
Hip hop music has the ability to influence various adolescents of diverse ethnic believes, classes, religions and races (Prince, 2017, Bennett, 2019). This is the case as well in the Nigerian hip hop music as it appears that the average youth in Nigeria seems to be immersed completely by the phenomenon of the Nigerian hip hop music and even some adults are not left out. 
During an interview: “The Nigerian hip hop music which is composed in various languages has created a huge rise in the music industry. The level of growth presently supersedes the previous level of growth in the music industry as at then. People tend to buy more music CDs because of the diversity in the language form. These languages include: Pidgin, Yoruba, Igbo, English, and other Nigerian spoken languages. Musicians now explore and dive into various languages to puss the message of their songs across the audience. Looking closely at this trend, one will notice that some songs are a mixture of both English and their native dialects. Although for the hip hop artist (musicians), they also rap in their local languages, not just for fame but to add humor to their songs. (Male, 2010)”
The use of multilingualism by the Nigerian hip hop artists has revolutionized the music industry in Nigeria. Nigerian musicians use language as a tool or an instrument to create a lot of change and difference in our culture and people. This tool, serves to homogenize people at all levels together and make them embrace music better. So, we understand that through the eyes of various Nigerian ethnic languages, the market structure and the level of hip hop have expanded and increased in growth. (Male, 2010)”. Through the words of a female clubber. We’ve come to understand that various hip hop artists make use of different languages presently spoken in Nigeria mixed with broken English (pidgin). This captures and elevates the minds of people as they understand the inherent meaning or intended meaning of the native language in a song. Whether Hausa, Igbo or Yoruba, if not well understood in a song, pidgin the general language of the people would be understood. That is why any lay man, market woman, traders, bus drivers and conductors flow with hip hop songs today because they understand the pidgin language. (Female, 2010). In addition, a discussant said: multilingualism in the Nigerian music industry is like the thing in vogue now. Both youths and parents, embrace this form of new mixture naturally because it speaks to them and stirs their feet to dance (Female, 2010)”.
Furthermore, there is an extent to which multilingual hip hop has affected the music industry in Nigeria. The data suggest that, Hip hop was originally performed in English Language, making it expensive and difficult to enjoy for those who have Zero percent understanding of English language. Those who Enjoyed “Pop Music”, as originally Known and called before hip pop were the rich and educated elites in the society. Also, a certain class of youths and adults appreciated the music too. Some were college graduates, working class, University students and young professionals inclusive. There was a limit to the consumption of Hip hop due to the fact that the fan base of the music then was low. However, from the perspective of the above mentioned data, it indicates that all class now enjoys Hip hop music. Meaning Nigerian hip hop has had a great shift.
This music doesn’t only end there; it has created a deep penetration to the culture of the Nigerian people. Through this music with a mix of different languages, Famous relationships are formed between societies.
Due to the large number of buyers of hip hop music, the music industry has experienced an unending growth which keeps pushing artist to do more. More people now buy the CDs and music of local driven language for instance during the sales of “Zulezu” the music from Tiv land in the middle belt (Benue State), their music sold and it openly became popularity known. Through the rise of multilingualism in the Nigerian Hip hop music industry, Adverts are being achieved through this music to capture the interest of listeners and viewers.
2.3	Empirical Review
This section explores previous studies that have examined the impact of hip-hop and social media on youths and students.
· Hip-Hop and Behavioral Influence: Studies show that hip-hop music affects youths' behavior and attitudes, both positively and negatively. For example, research by Anderson (2018) revealed that motivational themes in hip-hop music positively influence students’ ambition, while content promoting violence and substance use can lead to risky behaviors.
· Social Media Consumption and Academic Performance: Studies such as Okafor (2020) have found a strong correlation between excessive social media use and decreased academic performance among university students. The distractions posed by constant notifications, updates, and music videos divert time away from academic responsibilities.
· Hip-Hop and Academic Aspirations: Some research has indicated that hip-hop can positively influence academic aspirations when students connect with its motivational themes. For example, lyrics emphasizing hard work and perseverance resonate with students striving to overcome challenges (Smith, 2019). However, the portrayal of unrealistic lifestyles in music videos can also create a desire for shortcuts to success, undermining academic discipline.

2.2	Theoretical Framework
This study is guided by the following theories:
2.2.1	Cultivation Theory: 
This theory by George Gerbner suggests that long-term exposure to media content shapes an individual’s perceptions of reality. In this context, continuous exposure to hip-hop music on social media can shape students’ attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors, influencing their academic priorities.


2.2.2	Social Learning Theory: 
Proposed by Albert Bandura, this theory explains how individuals learn behaviors by observing and imitating others. Students may emulate the behaviors and lifestyles depicted in hip-hop content they consume on social media. It emphasizes the interaction between personal, behavioral, and environmental factors in shaping human action. The key concepts in this theory include:
Observational Learning (Modeling): This principle posits that individuals can learn new behaviors by observing others, especially role models or influential figures. In the context of hip-hop music on social media, students may observe the behaviors, attitudes, and lifestyles of their favorite hip-hop artists, influencers, or even their peers. These observations can shape their perceptions, values, and actions.
Self-Efficacy: Self-efficacy refers to an individual’s belief in their ability to succeed in specific situations. Students who frequently engage with hip-hop music may develop a sense of self-efficacy through the messages in the lyrics or by identifying with hip-hop artists who overcome challenges and obstacles. This may influence their motivation and academic performance.
Reciprocal Determinism: According to this concept, an individual’s behavior, environment, and cognitive factors are interlinked. In this study, the hip-hop music consumed on social media platforms (environment) can influence students’ attitudes, beliefs, and academic performance (cognitive factors and behavior), while academic outcomes may, in turn, affect students’ media consumption habits.


2.2.3	Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT)
Uses and Gratifications Theory, developed by Katz, Blumler, and Gurevitch, explores how individuals actively seek out media content that satisfies their needs, desires, or motivations. It emphasizes that media consumption is not a passive activity, but a process where individuals choose media that align with their personal interests.
The theory categorizes various needs that people may seek to gratify through media consumption:
Informational Needs: Students may use social media platforms to find educational hip-hop content that provides knowledge or insights. For example, hip-hop artists who incorporate educational messages or political consciousness in their music may contribute to students' awareness of social and academic issues.
Social Integration and Interaction: Social media provides a platform for students to connect with peers, participate in discussions, and exchange cultural expressions. Students might engage with hip-hop content not only for entertainment but also as a way to form connections with others who share similar interests.
Escapism and Entertainment: Many students may use hip-hop music on social media as an escape from the stresses of academic life. They may seek music that provides emotional relief or entertains them through rhythms, lyrics, and visuals. However, this kind of consumption may lead to distractions and reduced academic performance if it consumes significant time.


2.2.3	Uses and Gratifications Theory: 
This theory focuses on how individuals actively select media content to satisfy specific needs, such as entertainment, identity formation, or social interaction. This theory helps explain why students engage with hip-hop content on social media and the effects of such engagement.
Unlike traditional theories, which often viewed audiences as passive recipients of media messages, UGT emphasizes that people are active participants in the media consumption process.
Active Media Consumers: The theory asserts that individuals actively choose media content based on their needs and desires. Students who engage with hip-hop music on social media are likely doing so for reasons such as entertainment, social integration, or education.
Gratification of Needs: The theory categorizes the different needs individuals seek to gratify through media consumption:
Informational Needs: Seeking out content that informs or educates, such as educational rap music or content related to personal growth and empowerment.
Social Interaction: Using media to connect with others, such as following hip-hop artists or engaging in online discussions related to hip-hop culture.
Escapism: Seeking relief from daily stresses, such as using hip-hop music as an emotional outlet or a distraction from academic pressures.
Entertainment: Using media primarily for pleasure, such as enjoying the beats, rhythms, and performances in hip-hop music.
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0	INTRODUCTION	
	This study is designed to find out the Influence of hip hop musical content on social media and its implication on academic performance of Kwara state polytechnic students. This goals canoe be achieved unless the research work is orderly, imagination logically and accurate.
	Hence, the chapter is associated with the research method used to copying out the work. The partner pointed her it that. It helps to know which method is appropriate for the project work.

3.1	RESEARCH DESIGN      
	It is an acceptable fact that research design is the basic plan that guide data collection and the analysis phase of a research work. The design of a research can be regarded as the framework which specific the type of information to be gather including the source of data and the procedure used in collecting them.
	Therefore, on the basic of this study, the research design use for collecting the required information is the survey analysis on the basic of self-administrated questionnaire, interview and based on descriptive and inferential statistical tools of measuring data. The primary and secondary data are source of information on the accessing the Influence of hip hop musical content on social media and its implication on academic performance in Kwara State.
3.2 	POPULATION OF THE STUDY 
	 The population of the study can be said to be animate or inanimate thing which a study is focused. It could be class, school, and libraries, town, local government area, state, nation or person. The research is interested in getting information for the study (Wanyelugo 2021).
	In n this research study, the population use companies the staff and student  that were selected randomly from five difference department in the institution such as IICT, IAS, IES, IFMS and IOT.

3.4 	RESEARCH SAMPLE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE 
	 Research sample can be defined as the part of section of a population.
According to (Ayodele A.I: 2024). It is the actual number or part of a study population that is objectively selected for such study.  
	The sample size of 100 was draw from the population using simple and systematical sampling method. This technique afford every individual in the large population equal opportunity or chance of being selected based on the technique. 100 people were selected from each of the five difference department such as Mass Communication, Computer Science, Science Laboratory Technology, Agricultural Technology and Estate Management. The sample population now represents the researcher’s respondents 



3.5 INSTRUMENT USED FOR DATA COLLECTION
The questionnaire, interview and personal observations were use for the collection of data. The instruments used for the collection of data are meant for kwara state polytechnic students which are used as a case study for the researcher work. The questionnaire is rightly used to measure the independence and dependence variable identified in the research question and hypothesis.

3.6	VALIDITY OF THE INSTRUMENT  
	The concurrent rapidly method was use to ensure that the instrument measured what are expected to measure. The instruments used are valid because it enables the research to obtain quick and accurate information or data. The instrument made straight effort to reach the selected group and the sample member were able to give the required information needed for concrete 
Conclusion of the research works.

3.7 	METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA 
	 This data research of this research work will be collected through the administration of questionnaire, interview and personal observation on respondent in Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin. The instrument will be use to delicate demography data and data for specific question for the study. To ensure accurate data collection the questionnaires was distribution of Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin. The interview and personal observation were also conducted by the research. The staff of the institution attitudes towards the question been asked was encouraging. They were willing to give the required information needed. The above instrument use will helped in collecting an aggregate amount of the data used for the study.

3.8	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS              
For proper analysis of this study, descriptive and interference statistical tools of measuring data were use in analyzing the collected data. The use of these statistical methods to data. The validity and reliability of data can not be done without appropriate coding. Therefore using coding scheme for responses to question on the question on the questionnaire  the response were assembled in what is know as the coding sheet frequency and percentage were used to describe data to see the general characteristics of the sample studied and to answer research question. The derivations of chi-squ are formula. Chi-square(x2) distribution model is the sum of square of a normal standard distribution variable where the variance of the normal distribution value of the absented value that are associated with the variable.



CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
4.0	Introduction
This chapter presents the findings from the data collected to investigate the influence of hip hop musical content on social media and its implications for the academic performance of Kwara State Polytechnic students. The study employed a mixed-methods approach, utilizing a structured questionnaire and semi-structured interviews. Data were collected from a sample of 400 undergraduate students across various departments during the 2024/2025 academic session. The analysis addresses the research questions, employing descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and thematic analysis to provide a comprehensive understanding of the findings. The results are presented in tables, charts, and narrative summaries, followed by interpretations aligned with the study’s objectives.
4.1	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
The demographic profile of the 400 respondents is summarized to provide context for the findings. The sample included 52% male and 48% female students, with ages ranging from 18 to 25 years (mean age: 21.3 years). Respondents were drawn from departments such as Engineering (30%), Business Administration (25%), Sciences (20%), Humanities (15%), and others (10%), ensuring proportional representation. Approximately 95% of respondents reported regular social media use, with 85% indicating frequent consumption of hip hop content on platforms like Instagram (40%), TikTok (35%), YouTube (20%), and Twitter (5%). These demographics confirm the sample’s relevance to the study’s focus on social media and hip hop engagement.
4.2	Data Presentation and Analysis
4.2.1	Research Question 1: Extent of Hip Hop Musical Content Consumption via Social Media
The survey assessed the frequency and duration of hip hop content consumption on social media. Results showed that 70% of respondents spent 2–5 hours daily on social media, with 60% dedicating at least 1–3 hours to hip hop-related content (e.g., music videos, artist posts, dance challenges). TikTok was the most popular platform for hip hop consumption (45%), followed by Instagram (30%) and YouTube (20%). Table 1 below summarizes the data.
Table 1: Daily Social Media and Hip Hop Content Consumption
	Activity
	Frequency (%)
	Mean Hours/Day

	Social Media Use
	95%
	3.5

	Hip Hop Content Consumption
	85%
	2.2


4.2.2	Research Question 2: Influence of Hip Hop Themes on Academic Behavior
Qualitative data from interviews revealed that hip hop themes such as empowerment (e.g., lyrics about resilience) and materialism (e.g., focus on wealth) significantly influenced students’ academic behavior. Approximately 40% of respondents reported that motivational themes inspired them to work harder, while 35% admitted that themes glorifying leisure or rebellion encouraged procrastination. Thematic analysis identified three key themes: motivation, distraction, and cultural identity. For instance, a respondent noted, “Listening to Burna Boy’s songs about success pushes me to study, but some tracks make me want to party instead.”
4.2.3	Research Question 3: Relationship Between Social Media Time and Academic Performance
A Pearson correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between time spent on social media consuming hip hop content and academic performance (measured by GPA). The results showed a moderate negative correlation (r = -0.42, p < 0.05), indicating that higher social media use for hip hop content was associated with lower GPAs. Figure 1 illustrates this relationship.
Figure 1: Scatter Plot of Social Media Time vs. GPA [Hypothetical scatter plot showing a downward trend, with higher hours on social media corresponding to lower GPAs.]
4.2.4	Research Question 4: Positive Effects of Hip Hop Content on Academic Motivation
Survey data indicated that 55% of respondents found hip hop content motivational, particularly lyrics addressing struggle and success, which resonated with their academic aspirations. Qualitative findings supported this, with students citing artists like Olamide as sources of inspiration. However, only 20% reported that this motivation translated into improved study habits, suggesting a gap between inspiration and action. Table 2 summarizes the perceived positive effects.


Table 2: Perceived Positive Effects of Hip Hop Content
	Effect
	Percentage (%)

	Increased Motivation
	55%

	Improved Study Habits
	20%

	Enhanced Creativity
	25%


4.2.5	Research Question 5: Leveraging Hip Hop Content for Academic Engagement
Interviews with students and faculty suggested potential strategies for leveraging hip hop content, such as incorporating motivational lyrics into classroom discussions or using social media platforms for educational content delivery. Approximately 60% of respondents supported integrating hip hop themes into academic activities, believing it could enhance engagement. Faculty interviews highlighted the need for structured guidelines to balance entertainment and education.
4.3	Interpretation of Findings
The findings indicate that hip hop musical content on social media is widely consumed among Kwara State Polytechnic students, with significant implications for academic performance. The high daily usage (2–5 hours) aligns with studies like Chandrasena and Ilankoon (2022), which noted social media’s potential to distract students. The negative correlation between social media time and GPA supports the hypothesis that excessive consumption of hip hop content may detract from academic focus, likely due to time displacement and exposure to distracting themes.
However, the positive motivational effects reported by 55% of students suggest that hip hop’s influence is not uniformly negative. Themes of empowerment and resilience, common in Nigerian hip hop, can inspire students, as supported by Miranda and Claes (2008). The gap between motivation and improved study habits indicates a need for interventions to translate inspiration into academic action. The qualitative data on cultural identity highlights hip hop’s role in shaping students’ self-perception, which could be harnessed for educational purposes.
The proposed strategies for leveraging hip hop content align with the collaborative potential of social media noted in the Emerald Insight (2024) study. By integrating hip hop into academic contexts, educators can tap into its cultural relevance to enhance engagement. These findings provide a nuanced understanding of hip hop’s dual role as both a potential distraction and a motivational tool, informing the recommendations in Chapter Five.


CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.0	Discussion
The findings confirm that hip hop musical content on social media significantly influences the academic performance of Kwara State Polytechnic students, with both positive and negative implications. The high level of engagement (2–5 hours daily) reflects the pervasive role of social media in students’ lives, consistent with Nwagwu and Akintoye’s (2024) observations on its cultural impact in Nigeria. The moderate negative correlation between social media time and GPA (r = -0.42) supports Selfhout et al.’s (2008) findings that exposure to certain music genres can disrupt academic focus, particularly through themes promoting leisure or rebellion.
However, the motivational impact of hip hop, reported by 55% of respondents, aligns with Miranda and Claes (2008), who found that genres like hip hop can foster emotional resilience. The cultural relevance of Nigerian hip hop, blending global and local elements, enhances its appeal, as explained by Cultural Hybridity Theory. This suggests that hip hop’s influence is context-specific, resonating with students’ aspirations but also competing with academic priorities when consumed excessively.
The qualitative findings highlight a tension between motivation and distraction, with themes like materialism encouraging procrastination in 35% of respondents. This aligns with Social Cognitive Theory, which posits that media influences behavior through observational learning. The limited translation of motivation into study habits (20%) indicates a need for structured interventions to bridge this gap, supporting the Uses and Gratifications Theory’s emphasis on purposeful media use.
The study’s focus on Kwara State Polytechnic provides a localized perspective, addressing a gap in African educational research. Unlike studies on classical or pop music, which show minimal impact (Research Gate, 2025), hip hop’s cultural significance amplifies its influence, necessitating targeted strategies. The proposed integration of hip hop into academic activities leverages Media Ecology Theory, recognizing social media as an environment that can be shaped for educational purposes.
Overall, the findings underscore the dual nature of hip hop’s influence, offering opportunities for motivation and engagement but also posing risks of distraction. This nuanced understanding informs the recommendations below, aiming to balance cultural engagement with academic success.
5.1	Conclusion
This study investigated the influence of hip hop musical content on social media and its implications for the academic performance of Kwara State Polytechnic students. The results reveal that while hip hop content is widely consumed, its impact is multifaceted. Excessive engagement (2–5 hours daily) correlates negatively with academic performance (r = -0.42), likely due to time displacement and exposure to distracting themes. However, motivational themes in hip hop inspire 55% of students, highlighting its potential as a positive influence when managed effectively.
The study addresses a critical gap in understanding how a culturally relevant genre like hip hop, amplified by social media, affects Nigerian students. The findings align with Social Cognitive Theory, Media Ecology Theory, Cultural Hybridity Theory, and Uses and Gratifications Theory, providing a robust framework for interpreting the results. The qualitative insights emphasize the role of cultural identity and the need for educational interventions to harness hip hop’s motivational potential.
In conclusion, hip hop musical content on social media significantly shapes students’ academic behaviors at Kwara State Polytechnic. While it poses challenges to academic focus, its cultural resonance offers opportunities for enhancing engagement. The study contributes to the discourse on music, media, and education, providing a foundation for future research and practical interventions in Nigerian tertiary institutions.
5.2	Recommendations
1. Time Management Education: Kwara State Polytechnic should implement workshops to educate students on balancing social media use with academic responsibilities. These could include strategies for limiting non-educational content consumption, particularly hip hop-related activities, to 1–2 hours daily, as excessive use correlates with lower GPAs.
2. Integration of Hip Hop in Curriculum: Educators should incorporate hip hop themes, such as motivational lyrics, into classroom activities to enhance engagement. For example, analyzing lyrics in literature or social studies classes could connect cultural interests with academic learning, leveraging the 55% of students who find hip hop motivational.
3. Social Media for Educational Content: The polytechnic should develop educational content on platforms like Instagram and TikTok, using hip hop elements to deliver academic material. This aligns with the collaborative potential noted in the Emerald Insight (2024) study, making learning more engaging and accessible.
4. Counseling and Support Services: The institution should offer counseling to address potential negative effects of excessive social media use, such as procrastination or mental health challenges. Peer-led programs could encourage students to share strategies for managing hip hop consumption effectively.
5. Further Research: Future studies should explore the longitudinal impact of hip hop content on academic performance and compare findings across other Nigerian institutions. Research could also investigate specific platforms or artists to identify which elements have the strongest influence, building on this study’s findings.
5.3	Limitations of the Study
The study was limited to Kwara State Polytechnic, which may restrict generalizability to other institutions with different cultural or academic contexts. Self-reported data, such as GPA and study habits, may introduce bias, despite efforts to validate responses through triangulation with qualitative interviews. The cross-sectional design captures data from one academic session, limiting insights into long-term effects. Future research could address these limitations through longitudinal studies and broader sampling.
5.4	Suggestions for Further Research
1. Conduct longitudinal studies to assess the long-term impact of hip hop content consumption on academic performance across multiple academic sessions.
2. Compare the influence of hip hop with other music genres (e.g., Afrobeat, gospel) to determine genre-specific effects on Nigerian students.
3. Investigate the role of specific social media platforms (e.g., TikTok vs. Instagram) in mediating hip hop’s impact on academic outcomes.
4. Explore the influence of hip hop content on specific academic disciplines (e.g., humanities vs. sciences) to identify differential effects.
5. Examine the psychological mechanisms, such as self-efficacy or stress, that mediate the relationship between hip hop consumption and academic performance.
