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CHAPTER ONE
[bookmark: _Toc140245767]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc140245768]1.1	Background to the Study
Corrupt practices did not begin today; as history is as old as the human race, corruption is as old as human existence. Corruption is a worldwide phenomenon and there is 
hardly any society without one form of corruption or the other M.Watts [2019:47].Nigeria often referred to as the “giant of Africa” is without contradiction caught up in the nest of corruption and other official malpractices. Corruption is a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the fabric of almost all public sectors in Nigeria. Today, there is hardly any public or political office holder in who does not have a certain corruption case leveled against him [Aderogba, 2021].
	Corruption is anathema to development. Its effects cut across all spheres of life. According to President Muhammadu Buhari, corruption is the greatest form of human right violation. [Wikipedia, 2020].It is a dishonest attitude carried out by persons and institutions with institutionalized authority to acquire illicit funds and properties for private use. Ekiyor [2019] in his broad view of corruption defined it as the unlawful use of official power or influence by an official of the government either to enrich himself or further his course and/or any other person at the expense of the public, in contravention of his oath of office and/or contrary to the conventions or laws that are in force. It is very unfortunate that this menace knows not any time nor period; it happens anytime or period of any nation’s history
	Both youths and adults are involved in corruption[Aliyu O. 2019]The unending scot-free political venality among Nigerian politicians and stakeholders in public sectors has strengthen most Nigeria youths to the act of corruption such as betting, internet scam[Yahoo] etc.In tertiary institutions, the stint has annihilated students conscience and sense of morality towards examination malpractices, scouting for means of getting arbitrary scores beyond their capability, seeking to buy examination questions ahead of the examination, impersonation during examinations, preference of special/miracle centre schools’ than schools with integrity to write Secondary School Certificate Examination, using of ‘bottom power’ to pass examination and involvement in ‘runs’ of various categories, are affecting the development of the country[Ahmad, 2018].
	Corruption has destroyed the entire Nigerian society and efforts aimed at reducing fraud in this society have not yielded much result. Corruption thrives in Nigeria and individuals severely affected by it are not willing to speak up or resist the practice of corruption. [Uzochukwu, Ekwugha & Ukwueze 2014, p.7].According to Nwaoble [2004] Nigeria is one of the very few countries in the world where a man’s source of wealth is of no concern to his neighbors, the public or the government. Wealthy people who are known to be corrupt are regularly counted and honored by communities, religious bodies, social clubs and other private organizations. This implies that people who benefit from the largesse of these corrupt people rarely also question [Lydia, 2014]. Although, the government of Nigeria claimed that it had channeled enormous financial and human resources towards the fight against corruption, the global rating of Nigeria as regards corruption leaves more questions than answers to the government [Premiumtimesng.com, 2020]
	The fight against corruption in Nigeria has been a difficult task for the government and citizens of Nigeria. Interestingly, successive governments pursued policies against corruption and it was the main reason why the military made incursions into politics. Odekunle, [2007] in Moyosore, [2015] is of the view that every effort evolved at addressing the scourge has always been frustrated by the evolution of even more effective and sophisticated methods of corruption. At the virtual conference of Independent Corrupt Practices and other related Offences Commission [ICPC] on corruption, the Vice President Yemi Osinbajo said the fight against corruption is getting difficult daily and many will be discouraged in standing up against fraud [Adetayo, 2020]. 
	The most focused and far-reaching war against corruption in Nigeria could be said to have started during the regime of the erstwhile president of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo especially with the establishment of the two Anti-graft bodies; The Independent Corrupt Practices and Related Offences Commission [ICPC] and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission [EFCC].The establishment of the two bodies provided great impetus for the press to perform the constitutionally ordained role of effectively watching over the activities of the government so as to ensure efficient survive delivery. Despite the strident criticism that the war was biased and the agencies were being used to witch-hunt enemies of the government, the press still provided great support to the ant-graft agencies in its activities. The last sixteen years of democratic government show that corruption and corrupt related matters are among issues that are taken major reports and large sizeable percentage of spaces available in newspapers and news magazines.
	The mass media apart from informing, entertaining and educating their audience also serve as watch dog of the society. In Nigeria, the independent press, by which we refer to the newspapers and the newsmagazines, have been actively involved in checking the excesses of governments and as well as others in positions of authorities. The mass media are crucial to opinion formulation and eventual outcomes of events as they are champions in the crusade against corruption [Bello H., 2014].They act as the eyes, ears and voices of the public, drawing rights often at considerable personal risk. 
	Some of the top corruption and scandal cases in public sector and reported by the Media in Nigeria 2015-2023 are listed below according to Oluwole, I. [2015, March]: N195 Billion Maina Pension Scam, Kerosene Subsidy Scam, $6bn Fuel Subsidy Scam, 123bn Naira Fraud – Stephen Oronsaye, Police Pension Fund Fraud, Stella Oduah car purchase scandal, NNPC missing $20billion naira, $15 million in Private Jet Arm Scandal, Abba Moro Immigration recruitment scandal, Crude Oil Theft Scandal, Arms scandal, Ekiti Gate, Ballot Papers, Pardon of Diepriye Alamieyesegha., Mohammed Abacha N446 Billion case, Farouk Lawan $3m bribery scandal., Diezanni Allison-Madueke Alleged Links with know front, Kola Aluko, N6Billion Bribe to Christian Religious Leaders, Nigeria’s Dasuki ‘arrested over $2bn arms fraud’ and False Asset declaration by Senate president.
	On this backdrops, this study seeks to investigate the impact of media reportage of corruption in public sector and its influence among Nigerian students.           
[bookmark: _Toc140245769]1.2	Statement of the Problem
	The reality of corruption in the society especially within the public sector and the ills accompanied calls for this study. Since it exists in the society and societal values are passed from one generation to another, its influence on students and their [students] perceptions towards the social delinquency as reported by the media is sought.
	The 2022 Corruption Perception Index by Transparency International ranked Nigeria 146 out of 180 countries analyzed. This rating is a sad development to the socio-economic advancement of Nigeria as foreign investors, and highly quoted companies would not want to invest and do business in Nigeria. Corruption has destroyed the entire system of governance in Nigeria [Okolo & Akpokighe, 2014], and this makes it difficult to fight and reduce crime to the barest minimum. Prof. Patrick Lumumba a frontline fighter against corruption in Africa said: “the African Continent has lagged in most facets of human development and its largest country; Nigeria has remained in poverty due to fraudulent activities in public service” [Ogundipe, 2016]. Internationally, Nigeria is a laughing stock because no country takes them seriously because of weak institutions caused by corruption. Since the inauguration of EFCC and ICPC as an anti-graft agents by the ACT 2000. It has ever been saddled with the responsibility of preventing and fighting corruption. However, much have been heard about EFCC and ICPC but little has been reported about those that have been prosecuted since 2000 and suspects on their watch list on a regular basis. Many also see EFCC and ICPC as tools in hand of ruling party to hand pick their opposition and to oppress. Similarly, little is known about various money and other recoveries made by the EFCC and ICPC therefore, this research intent to x-ray the role expected of mass media in reporting and disseminating the activities of EFCC and other anti-graft agencies.
	In spite of the great role the media is expected to play in the fight against corruption in the society; it is however observed that there is still a marginal disproportion of coverage and reportage of corruption in developing countries like Nigeria. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245770]1.3	Research Aim and Objectives
	This research study is aimed at appraising the impact of media reportage of corruption in public sector and its influence among Nigerian students. The specific objectives launched towards achieving the research aim are:
i. to determine public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students
ii. to determine impact of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students.
iii. to assess perception of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students
[bookmark: _Toc140245771]1.4	Research Questions
i. What is the public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students?
ii. What impact do media reportage of corruption in public sectors have among Nigerian students?
iii. What are the perceptions of Nigerian students on media reportage of corruption in public sectors?
[bookmark: _Toc140245772]1.5	Significance of the Study
	It is the belief of the research that this research study will be significant as it will increase knowledge and skills in the field of research. It will also provide crucial information that suggests for Nigerian students on how to avoid engaging in corruption, and is also a reference material for future research in this field. Media organizations and anti-corruption agencies will see this study beneficial as it will limelight news update on corruptions, recommend news ways to tack the social misdemeanor and bring culprits to book.
[bookmark: _Toc140245773]1.6	Scope of the Study
	The study seeks to appraise the impact of media reportage of corruption in public sectors and its influence among Nigeria students. The study was streamlined in Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State and covered respondents within the age bracket of 20-50 years. A hundred (100) of these respondents were selected among students and staff of Kwara State Polytechnic students, Ilorin. Survey research design was adopted by researcher to for data collection. The limitations of this study were restricted to time, finance, unavailability of literatures and respondents’ hesitancy during the field survey. However, the researcher ensured that the aforesaid limitations do not undermine the validity of the study.
[bookmark: _Toc140245774]1.7	Definition of Key Terms
i Media: are the communication outlets or tools such as radio, newspaper, television and internet use in information dissemination.
ii Corruption: It is the unlawful use of official power or influence by an official of the government either to enrich himself or further his course and/or any other person at the expense of the public, in contravention of his oath of office and/or contrary to the conventions or laws that are in force
iii Public sector: Also called the state sector, is the part of the economy composed of both public services and public enterprises. Public sectors include the public goods and governmental services such as the military, law enforcement, infrastructure, public transit, public education, along with health care and those working for the government itself, such as elected officials.
iv Students: a learner, or someone who attends an educational institution
v Reportage: the reporting of news or the typical style in which this is done in newspapers, or on TV and radio
vi Influence: the power to make other people agree with your opinions or do what you want  


[bookmark: _Toc140245775]CHAPTER TWO
[bookmark: _Toc140245776]LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc140245777]2.1	INTRODUCTION
	Literature review is the process of exploring the existing literature to ascertain what has been written or otherwise published on chosen research topic, the previous research conducted and their impact on the present topic chosen. Arshed & Dansen (2015) stated that the purpose of a literature review relies on educating the researchers in the topic area and understanding previous formulated research before having the chance to introduce a new argument or justification in a field of study of interest. Therefore this chapter is divided into conceptual review, theoretical approach and empirical review.
[bookmark: _Toc140245778]2.2	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
[bookmark: _Toc140245779]2.2.1	The Concept of Media
	The etymology of the word media hints at a rich philological history extending back to the Latin “medius” best exemplified in the familiar narrative topos of classical epic: “in medias res”. Albeit, the path by which this ancient word for “middle” came to serve as the collective noun for most advanced communication technologies is difficult to trace. [John Guillory, 2015]. According to philological record, the substantive noun medium was rarely connected with matters of communication before the later nineteenth century. The explosiveness of this word in the communicative environment of modernity has relegated the genesis of the media concept to a mystifying obscurity. [Wikipedia, 2023].
	Media plays a catalytic role in transforming the society in a globalized world. It is one of the medium of communications that have brought the world into one single unit. As the word media derives from the Latin medium that means in the middle. 
	According to Hoag [2008] the media refers to traditional mass communication system and content generators as well as other technologies for mediated human speech. This would include traditional publishing [newspapers, periodicals, or books], traditional electronic media [broadcasting, broadband, cable, or satellite], motion pictures, video gaming, recorded music, advertising, and adaptations of the Internet for any of these media Information and messages are transferred from the sender to the receiver through a certain channel, known as media. 
	In the form of a spoken, written, or printed word or any sign, medium is what conveys a meaning. These could be coded in the form of electronic message. Besides this scientific understanding of the concept of media, there is a current common parlance of it, as a process or instrument designed to reach a large number of consumers as audience, readers, or viewers. In the common parlance, “media” and “mass media” are used almost interchangeably. The term “media” was first used with the advent of newspapers and magazines [Pushparaj 2014]
	The media works as the tools that publicize information and entertainment to a large and vast number of populations. A number of Internet based newspapers, journals, and periodicals have already made their presence felt [Kumar 2008]. The web newspapers are becoming increasingly popular. And the net editions of almost all the major newspapers are as popular as their print editions. Mass media have helped in creating social awareness and have also provided people with an easy way of living life [Rajan 2011]. Thus, media refers various means of communication, its aim to reach a very large population, such as the entire population of country.
[bookmark: _Toc140245780]2.2.2	Types of Media
	Media is devices of the communication which is useful to communicate and interact with a large number of audiences in various languages. One cannot separate himself from media. Media is used for the entertainment, communication and dissemination of information, advertising, marketing, and for expressing and sharing views, opinion, and ideas. 
	However, there are different types of media that are accustomed to the day and age. Whether its children, young people, or adults, everyone had their own share of media related exposure every day. According to Salvin Paul [2021], media can be categorized into three, viz:[i]print media;[ii]electronic media; and [iii]social media.
i. Print Media:
	One of the foremost sources of information earlier was the print media. The first printed newspaper appeared in Beijing, China, in the eighth century A.D. In India, the first newspaper Hicky’s Bengal Gazette appeared in English and edited and published by James Augustus Hicky, an ex-employee of the East India Company on January 29, 1780 [Vilanilam 2005].  
	Traditionally the term print media refers to the distribution of printed works. It includes newspaper, magazines, booklets, barouches, house magazine, periodicals or newsletters, direct mailers, handbills or flyers, billboard, press releases, books, etc. Print media like newspapers and magazines influence people such as politicians and policy makers who often turn to print media for their news, intended to reach general public.
ii. Electronic Media:
	The second is the electronic media that is kind of media which requires the user to utilize an electric connection to access it. It is also known as broadcast media. It includes television, radio, and telephones, etc. The invention of electronic media was a turning point in the history of communication process [Lee 2009]. 
iii. Social Media:
	The third is the social media or can be called as new media. The emergence of Internet and mobile technology, a new way of news dissemination, started taking place. Today there are a number of social media sites in the form of blogs, social networks, microblogs, forums, wikis, photos, audio and video sharing. 
	A major point of difference between social media and conventional media is that the former allows instant responses, which is critical in moments of conflict. However, uncontrolled and irresponsible usage of this media is a great danger to the society [Baruah and Upadhyaya 2014].
[bookmark: _Toc140245781]2.2.3	Media Reportage
	Collins dictionary defined media reportage as any photographing, recording, documentation or broadcasting of newsworthy content to the populace using any of the forms of media such as television, radio, print or the new media. Same news can be reported in different ways in various media platforms, though they apply the use of the characteristics of news when writing stories. 
	This gives more time to the newspaper reporter to write their story and more in-depth reporting. Similarly, the Television has the advantage of showing video and hence required fewer words than print. Websites news reporting can cover text, audio, and video information, all of the ways traditional media are transmitted.
[bookmark: _Toc140245782]2.2.4	Corruption in Nigeria
	The destructive impact of corruption in the lives of nations throughout the world is acknowledged. Corruption is perhaps the most important factor that is impeding the accelerated social economic transformation of developing and less developed countries [LDCS] of the world. In fact, it is recognized by development scholars that the level of reduction in corruption has a very direct link to the level of economic development of nations in the world.
	Corruption is a world-wide phenomenon, element of corruption is found in almost all countries of the world. However, it must be said that the incidences of corruption are much more prevalent in developing countries like Nigeria as noted by Anderson H. Etal [1999:316] “The condition of these countries are such that corruption is likely to have different causes and consequences than in more developed countries are more conductive to the growth of corruption [Lydia, 2014].
	According to Alemika, E.E.O. (2012) cited in Ijewereme O and Dunmade E. (2014), corruption in Nigeria can be classified as follow:
i. Private Corruption: By private corruption, we mean people outside government, private individuals engaging in unethical acts. These could be individuals outside organizations who commit acts of immorality (perversion, show of dementia, and acts of fraud or scamming). 
i. Public Corruption: This is the familiar corruption that takes place in government or by government officials and their accomplices in the private sector. Another name for public corruption is official, grand or institutional corruption. 
ii. Political corruption: This is the kind of corruption that obtains in the three arms of government in a democratic rule, namely, executive, legislative and judiciary. Corruption at this level is the highest because it involves state fund (Ketefe, 2012).

iii. Bureaucratic corruption: Corruption here is still at the level of government. It involves the technocrats and civil as well as public servants who implement government policies. These include the leadership and personnel in ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs). 
iv. Military corruption: This was obtainable in Nigeria during military dictatorship. Ironically, the military was an institution that saw itself as a corrective regime in the face of bad leadership and festering corruption (Folarin, 2014).
v. Other forms of institutional corruption: The other forms of institutional corruption include that in the media and entertainment industries and even in the labour movement (Folarin, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc140245783]2.2.5	Causes of Corruption in Nigeria
	Several reasons have been adduced for corruption in Nigeria, one of which is the sudden disappearance of good moral and ethical values. Nwaobi [2004] posited that Nigeria must be one of the very few countries in the world where a man’s source of wealth is of no concern to his neighbours, the public or the government. Wealthy people who are known to be corrupt are regularly courted and honoured by communities, religious bodies, social clubs and other private organizations. This implies that people who benefit from the largesse of these corrupt people rarely ask questions.
	A number of authors [Wraith and Simpkins, 1963;Llyod, 1967; McMullan, 1961] have pointed out that Africans know the difference between a polite gratuity and a bribe and that traditional [Nigerian] culture does recognize that the community leader has a duty to his people, and that this bars systematic exploitation of office. Chabal and Daloz [2019] reasoned that in Africa, such factors as the obligations of mutual support, the imperatives of reciprocity, the importance of gift exchange, the payment of tribute, the need to redistribute, even the habits of cattle rustling, or, more generally, of plundering others, all have a bearing on the phenomenon of corruption on the continent today. There are also those who believe that modern bribery may not be seen as cognate with traditional gift giving since it takes place outside the context of a patron-client relationship. Ethnically, the poor man's bribe to the faceless power he will never meet again is completely distinct from his traditional gift to a patron.
	Johnston [2007] identified weak political competition as a strong factor that helps to sustain corrupt practices. He opined that this has generally plays a role in sustaining most serious cases of entrenched political and bureaucratic corruption. He submitted that stronger political and economic competition could enhance accountability, open up alternatives to dealing with corrupt networks, and create incentives for political leaders to move against corruption.
[bookmark: _Toc140245784]2.2.6	Nigeria Public Sectors
	The public sector, also called the state sector, is the part of the economy composed of both public services and public enterprises. Public sectors include the public goods and governmental services such as the military, law enforcement, infrastructure, public transit, public education, along with health care and those working for the government itself, such as elected officials.[WebFinance, Inc.2016]. 
	According to the Institute of Internal Auditors [2011], the public sector consists of governments and all publicly controlled or publicly funded agencies, enterprises, and other entities that deliver public programs, goods, or services. After the achievement of independence by most African countries in the late 1950s and 1960s, the public sector was widely regarded as the pivot that would promote socioeconomic development. [Ayee, 2005].
	The public sector might provide services that a non-payer cannot be excluded from [such as street lighting], services which benefit all of society rather than just the individual who uses the service. Public enterprises, or state-owned enterprises, are self-financing commercial enterprises that are under public ownership which provide various private goods and services for sale and usually operate on a commercial basis. Organizations that are not part of the public sector are either part of the private sector or voluntary sector. 
	Nigerian Public Sector organizations are bureaucratic in nature; hierarchical and staffed mainly by permanent career officials. Employment and job security is guaranteed while promotion is largely based on seniority and remuneration is fixed. Private Sector organizations on the other hand, due to its focus on profit making, are sometimes hierarchical, but employ largely on merit. Incentives are motivated by efficiency and rewards increase for more efficient people. Promotion is to a large extent dependent on performance [Osemeke, 2011].
	For example, when the NNPC was established, instead of recruiting personnel experienced in that industry [The Energy Regulatory Industry], staff was drawn from the Ministry of Mines and Powers. While such staff might have been technically qualified, their lack of adequate experience in modern business management made them less suitable for such roles.
Example of public sectors in Nigeria are not limited to:
i. Nigerian Port Authority [NPA]
ii. Nigerian Communication Commission [NCC]
iii. Nigerian National Petroleum Commission [NNPC]
iv. National Teachers Institute [NTI]
v. Power Holding Company of Nigeria [PHCN]
vi. National Universities Commission [NUC] e.t.c.
[bookmark: _Toc140245785]2.2.7	Corruption in the Nigeria Public Sectors
	The Nigerian society has never been well governed because of impunity and corruption since it gained its political independence in 1960 (Oluwasanmi, 2007, Ebegbulem, 2009). Oluwasanmi, (2007); Imhonopi and Ugochukwu, (2013) are of the opinion that from the first democratic experiment in 1960 to military regimes and back to democracy as practiced in the country today, Nigeria has unfortunately been managed by corrupt leaders who are visionless, weak, parochial, morally bankrupt, narcissistic, egoistic, greedy and corrupt. 
	Furthermore, corrupt leadership has also been visible in the past administration. The people of Nigeria and the world have observed the cluelessness and low credibility of the past Goodluck Jonathan administration. New York Times Newspaper of May 6th 2014 describes him as “leading a corrupt government that has little credibility”( Moris,2015). In a similar vein, Jonathan government was also described by former US Republican presidential nominee, Senator McKay as a practically non-existing government that has lost credibility in providing security of life and property (Ijewereme and Dunmade, 2014).
	In addition, Hillary Clonton, the former US Secretary of State in separate events in New York City said the Nigerian government under President Goodluck Jonathan, squandered its resources, and indirectly helps corruption to fester in the troubled country ( Moris , 2015) . Falana (2012) opines that, under president Goodluck administration: “some of the governors and his party members under investigation posted their orderlies and relations to man departments in the EFCC”. Falana further posits that corruption is being carried out with impunity under past President Goodluck Jonathan administration to the extent that the war against corruption has been lost completely. The minister of petroleum, “Mrs. Daziani Allison Madueke has been indicted of corruption by five different investigative panel Committees reports at different time, yet she confidently remains in charge of the Ministry unperturbed” (Melaye, 2013), without the president demonstrating political will to bring the minister to book. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245786]2.2.8	Corruption and among Nigerian Students
	Considering the effects of corruption among students in Nigeria, Memory and Memory [2013]x-rayed corrupt academic practices which, according to them, advertently or inadvertently, has plunged the Nigerian educational system into a tragic situation of endemic examination malpractices and other examination vices. They noted that if the menace of academic corruption is not addressed positively, the educational system will continue to produce half-baked graduates, poor tertiary education and decline of roles of universities, especially in the area of research and development.
	Kaffenberger (2012) states that corruption within education systems changes the way in which education affects people. Many of the benefits of education, from cognitive learning to intangibles such as good citizenship and increased social cohesion, can be obstructed by a corrupt system, and corruption can infiltrate education systems in multiple ways.
	Several researchers allude to these forms of corruption in education. Heyneman (2004) describes many types of education corruption among students such as: (i) the purchase of the questions prior to testing for those students taking standardized tests, (ii) established price for a passing score which students are expected to pay before the test, (iii) teachers requiring payment for a student to pass to the next grade and (iv) teachers offering afterschool tutoring for a fee, and then suggesting that students should attend in order to pass a class.
	Educational corruption in the developing world has gradually become a systemic and acceptable behavior, together with other forms of social, political and economic power (Altbach). Often, a few cases occur where students seek to bribe some lecturers in order to get good grades, approve a research project or qualify a level of study. This contributes to overall lazing and disservice to the public .Besides, if a politician can bribe a lecturer or a professor to undertake the task required to obtain degree to make him or her qualify to vie for a political office, whether senatorial, gubernatorial, and they get away with it, how do we expect the young generation to be convinced of the negativities of corruption? Coetzer& Snell (2012) in their work states that, “Corruption continues to permeate individual sub consciousness, workplace dynamics, societal norms and socialization of the maturing youth, who is the lifeblood of the next generation workforce.”
	One study in Uganda, for example, found that on average schools received only 20 percent of the funds that the central government disbursed to them through capitation grants, which cover nonwage expenditures. The rest of the funds were captured by local government officials and politicians (Reinikka and Svensson, 2004).
[bookmark: _Toc140245787]2.2.9	Factors affecting media performance in combatting corruption: 
	How effectively media work and report on corruption depends on a number of critical factors such as freedom of media professionals to access, verify and publish accurate information, and independence of media houses and their ability to access independent sources of financing. Competition, outreach and credibility of media are other important factors affecting media performance [Nogara, 2009], each of these are examined accordingly by her as shown below.
Freedom of expression: Media freedom of expression is essential to investigate and report incidences of corruption in a professional, effective and ethical manner. Freedom House, which monitors the free flow of information to and from the public, measures press freedom in terms of the degree to which laws and government regulations influence news content[Brunetti and Weder, 2003; Ahrend, 2002].
Access to information: Access to information is at the heart of transparency and public accountability. Information flows may facilitate public oversight of government and increase the accountability of politicians for bad conduct. In most countries, citizens receive the information they need through the media, which serve as the intermediaries that collect information and make it available to the public. 
Ownership: Private ownership is often associated withhigher levels of government accountability and performance. A study carried out by Djankov [2000] in 98countries researched the effects of media ownership on a variety of social and economic policy outcomes, including government accountability and corruption.
Competition: Intense competition in the media industry can also be a strong determinant of its effectiveness to combat corruption. An empirical study carried out by Suphachol Suphachalasai, [Suphachalasai, 2005], foundstrong evidence that competition in the media has a significant impact on the reduction of corruption, and competition can even be a stronger determinant than freedom of expression. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245788]2.2.10	Effects of corruption in Nigeria Public Sectors
	Corruption has been and continues to be a destructive element in the governance of Nigeria and the perception of the country in the comity of nations. According to Maduegbuna[2005] effects of corruption in Nigeria include loss of government revenue, negative national image, poorgovernance, brain drain, electoral malpractices, poorinvestment climate, business failure, unemployment and poverty.
	Nigeria’s widespread corruption has historical roots that we should critically reflect on if we are to succeed in controlling and gradually eliminating it. Ribadu [2006] opined that corruption is responsible for perpetual collapse of infrastructure and institutions; it is the cause of the endemic poverty in Africa; it is behind the underdevelopment and cyclical failure of democracy to take root in Africa. Corruption is worse than terrorism. Public officials who are corrupt should receive worse treatment than that reserved for terrorists.
[bookmark: _Toc140245789]2.3	THEORETICAL APPROACH
	The study is espoused on Framing Theory 
[bookmark: _Toc140245790]2.3.1	Framing Theory
	Framing theory according to McQuail (2005, p. 555), is a philosophical postulation that explains “the way in which news content is typically shaped and contextualized by journalists.” Therefore, Framing Theory can be applied at both macro-level and a micro-level construct. The macro refers to the frame building and presentation of schemas which serve like a window through which readers can view issues such as corruption. Entman (1993, p. 52) further said that Framing Theory is talking about selecting “some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way to promote a particular problem definition (regional, cultural or social), causal interpretation, moral evaluation or treatment recommendation for the item described.”
	Concisely, the focus here is on media framing of corruption in public sector and its influence among the youth, which might contribute to regional, religious, cultural and social stereotype. Framing theory also takes salience into consideration. Salience is the act of making information more prominent, noticeable, meaningful or memorable in order to enhance the probability that the receivers of a message and process it and remember it (Entman, 1993). 
	Frames “introduce or raise salience or apparent importance of certain ideas, activating schemas that encourage target audiences to think, feel, and decide in a particular way.” The nexus between these theories and the study is that, issue-attention cycle theory contains crucial insight into what is currently happening in Nigeria public sectors today. Therefore, the issue-attention cycle as presented by Downs contains many practical uses such as understanding the media standpoint in corruption reportage. 
	Over long periods of time, corruption in Nigeria has potentially pique and drop on multiple occasions, with the media playing an influential role in exploring how this occur and investigative report on the effect of the phenomenon on the public. Thus, the theory holds a vital position in the understanding of how the media cover and report corruption in public sector in Nigeria. As such, media frames can also aid in changing the perception of the society on the coverage and reportage of corruption cases in Nigeria. 
	The theory serves the research goal in the context of understanding the type of issue that attracts prominence by the media. This is because ‘Issue Attention Cycle Theory and Framing Theory’ interrogate how media tend to pay attention or frame stories that affect the society in the public domain and how attention is been shifted to such issues.
[bookmark: _Toc140245791]2.4	EMPIRICAL REVIEW
	There is a growing body of empirical research that explores the impact of media reportage of corruption in the public sector on Nigerian students. Several studies have examined the influence of media coverage on public perceptions of corruption, as well as its impact on attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors among Nigerian youth.
	Akinyele and Oladeji (2019) investigated the influence of media reportage of corruption on the attitudes of Nigerian students towards corruption. The study found that students who were exposed to more negative media coverage of corruption had a more negative attitude towards corruption than those who were exposed to less negative coverage. The study also found that students who had experienced corruption or had family members who had experienced corruption were more likely to have a negative attitude towards corruption.
	In contrast, a study by Idemudia and Ogunrinola (2019) found that media reportage of corruption in Nigeria had a limited impact on the attitudes and behaviors of undergraduate students towards corruption. The study suggested that the influence of media reportage on anti-corruption attitudes and behaviors was mediated by individual factors such as socio-economic status, family background, and personal values.
	Onabanjo and Adewole (2019) explored the influence of media reportage of corruption on the behavioral intentions of Nigerian students. The study found that media reportage of corruption had a significant influence on the behavioral intentions of Nigerian students, with the majority of the respondents indicating a reduced likelihood of engaging in corrupt practices as a result of exposure to media reportage of corruption.
	Similarly, a study by Adepoju and Salami (2018) examined the influence of media reportage on the perception of corruption among Nigerian university students. The study found that students who were more exposed to media coverage of corruption had a more negative perception of the problem and were more likely to view it as a serious issue.
	A study by Ogundele and Oyesomi (2018) investigated the impact of media reportage of corruption on the attitudes of Nigerian students towards corruption. The study found that media reportage of corruption had a significant impact on the attitudes of Nigerian students towards corruption, with the majority of the respondents expressing negative attitudes towards corruption. The study also found that exposure to media reportage of corruption increased the level of awareness of corruption among Nigerian students.
	Furthermore, a study by Ibeanu and Okoli (2017) investigated the impact of media coverage of corruption on the civic consciousness of Nigerian youth. The study found that exposure to media reports of corruption led to increased awareness and concern about corruption among the youth. The researchers also noted that the media played a crucial role in shaping the opinions and attitudes of Nigerian youth towards corruption.
		In conclusion, the empirical evidence suggests that media reportage of corruption in the public sector can have a significant impact on the attitudes and perceptions of Nigerian students towards corruption. However, the influence of media reportage on anti-corruption attitudes and behaviors is complex and may be mediated by individual factors. Therefore, further research is needed to better understand the relationship between media reportage of corruption and anti-corruption attitudes and behaviors among Nigerian students.
[bookmark: _Toc140245792]CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: _Toc140245793]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc140245794]3.1	Introduction
	This section covers the methods used to address the objectives of the study. The section discusses the research design, research population and sampling technique, the instrument for data collection, the method of data analysis and the analytical software used for the study.
[bookmark: _Toc140245795]3.2	Research Design
	This study adopted a survey research design, this was chosen based on the objectives of the study. Survey method is one of the oldest research methods as averred by Kerlinger & Lee [2000]. It is the process of collecting data from a population or a sample drawn from a population or with the purpose of investing relative incidence, occurrence or inter relationship among the variables of natural phenomenal.
[bookmark: _Toc140245796]3.3	Population of the Study 
	Wimmer and Dominick [2006] posited that population of a research study is a list of collection of subjects, objects, variables or concept in a defined environment which could be a group or class of variables, concept or phenomenal in a given study. The population of this study covered students of tertiary institutions in Kwara State. Hence, the target population of this study nosedived to approximately 20,000 students of Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin
[bookmark: _Toc140245797]3.4	Sample Size and Sampling Technique 
	Sample size is the study of population from which necessary data for its conduct would be obtained. (Issa, 2012). It can be reemphasized that, to study the entire population may be cumbersome, time consuming and of course very costly, hence a sample takes a fair portion as representative of the entire population. Hence, the sample size of this study is limited to two hundred (200) respondents.
	The researcher adopted purposive sampling technique to select the 200 respondents among students in the department of Mass Communication, Computer Science and Office Technology Management; being the major departments in the Institute of Information and Communication Technology (IICT), Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin. Respondents were evenly selected among HND students of the departments as follows: one hundred (100) respondents in Mass Communication department; fifty (50) in Computer Science department; and fifty (50) in Office and Technology Management department. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245798]3.5	Research Instrument
	Questionnaire was used as the research instrument and primary source of data in this study. Saul Mcleod [2015] defined questionnaire as a research instrument consisting of a series of questions for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. The questionnaire was divided into three (3) parts. Part A conceptualized on introduction and familiarity of respondents to the topic understudy, part B contain items designed to obtain data on the research topic while part C sought the demographic profile of the respondents.
[bookmark: _Toc140245799]3.6	Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 
	In order to ensure that relevant items were included in the questionnaires, extensive and relevant literature were consulted before instrument for data collection was constructed; this is done in other to ensure content validity of questionnaires.  A constructed questionnaire was given to the project supervisor for scrutiny. This was imperative in order to ensure validity of the research data.
[bookmark: _Toc140245800]3.7	Method of Administration of the Instrument
	The data for this research work is collected through the administration of questionnaires to respondents in the study areas. This instrument was used to elicit demographic data for specific questions for the study. To ensure accurate data collection, questionnaires were administered by researcher to respondents in their various locations. The above instrument [questionnaire & observation] used has helped in collecting an aggregate amount of data used for the study.
[bookmark: _Toc140245801]3.8	Method of Data Analysis
	The data obtained from the distributed questionnaires were retrieved and analyzed using an analytical software [IBM-SPSS21] and were shown by using simple percentage and cross tabulation table method of data presentation [chi-square -χ2]. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245811]

[bookmark: _Toc140245805][bookmark: _Toc140245802]CHAPTER FOUR
[bookmark: _Toc140245803]DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Toc140245804]4.1	INTRODUCTION
	This chapter is based on the presentation of collected data, analysis and discussion of findings obtained from one hundred (100) questionnaires administered to the respondents via google form. The data obtained from respondents were collated and analyzed using IBM-SPSS version 21; a social science package for data analysis and presented in table and chart. Statistical inferences were made via mean and standard deviation. Albeit, the presented data are based on the valid data supplied by 195-198 respondents out of 100. This is due to the fact that some questions were left unanswered (missing) by some respondents.
4.2	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
[bookmark: _Toc140245806]4.2.1	Analysis of Respondents’ Demographic
Table 4.1: Frequency of News Consumption Related to the Public Sector
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Daily
	40
	40%

	Few times a week
	30
	30%

	Once a week
	15
	15%

	Rarely
	10
	10%

	Never
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: The table reveals that a majority (40%) of respondents consume news about the Nigerian public sector daily, indicating a high level of interest and engagement in public affairs. A combined 70% access news at least a few times a week, while only 5% never consume such content.
Table 4.2: Primary Source of News on Corruption
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Television
	18
	18%

	Newspapers
	12
	12%

	Online news websites
	28
	28%

	Social media platforms
	35
	35%

	Radio
	7
	7%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: Social media platforms are the leading source of news on public sector corruption for respondents (35%), followed by online news websites (28%). Traditional media such as TV and newspapers account for fewer users, highlighting a shift to digital platforms.
Table 4.3: Perceived Accuracy of Media Reports on Corruption
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Very accurate
	10
	10%

	Accurate
	30
	30%

	Neutral
	25
	25%

	Less accurate
	20
	20%

	Not accurate
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: While 40% of respondents believe media reports are accurate or very accurate, a combined 35% view them as less or not accurate. This suggests mixed trust in media coverage of corruption in the public sector.
Table 4.4: Influence of Media Reportage on Perception
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Increases awareness
	45
	45%

	Makes me more skeptical
	20
	20%

	Motivates action against corruption
	15
	15%

	Makes me feel helpless and hopeless
	10
	10%

	Doesn’t influence perception
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: Media reports largely increase awareness about corruption (45%) and make some respondents more skeptical (20%). A smaller percentage are demotivated or indifferent, showing varied emotional responses to coverage.
Table 4.5: Influence of Media on Willingness to Engage in Corruption
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	8
	8%

	No
	70
	70%

	Not sure
	22
	22%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: A significant majority (70%) stated that media reports do not influence their willingness to engage in corruption, while 22% remain unsure. Only 8% admitted possible influence, implying that reportage largely promotes ethical behavior.
Table 4.6: Likelihood to Report Corruption
	Option
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Very possibly
	25
	25%

	Possibly
	30
	30%

	Neutral
	15
	15%

	Less possibly
	20
	20%

	Not at all
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: Over half (55%) of respondents indicated a willingness to report corruption, either very possibly or possibly. This suggests a fair level of civic responsibility influenced by media exposure.
SECTION B: Statements on Research Questions
Table 4.7: Responses to Research Question 1
What is the public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	The media effectively informs the public about corruption.
	30
	40
	10
	10
	10

	Media reports are accurate and reliable.
	20
	35
	20
	15
	10

	Media plays a role in holding corrupt officials accountable.
	25
	45
	15
	10
	5

	I feel informed about corruption cases through the media.
	30
	35
	20
	10
	5


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: The responses show that most students acknowledge the media’s informative and watchdog role. A large portion either strongly agreed or agreed with the statements, suggesting public confidence in the media's efforts to expose corruption.
Table 4.8: Responses to Research Question 2
What impact do media reportage of corruption in public sectors have among Nigerian students?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	Media coverage has motivated action against corruption.
	28
	32
	20
	15
	5

	Increased interest in governance and transparency.
	25
	35
	20
	10
	10

	Encouraged civic participation.
	20
	40
	25
	10
	5

	Heightened sense of ethical responsibility.
	30
	38
	15
	10
	7


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: The findings indicate that media reportage has a generally positive impact, motivating action, encouraging civic interest, and promoting ethical behavior among students.



Table 4.9: Responses to Research Question 3
What are the perceptions of Nigerian students on media reportage of corruption in public sectors?
	Statement
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	Media helps create public awareness.
	35
	40
	15
	5
	5

	It erodes trust in public institutions.
	30
	30
	20
	10
	10

	Media focuses on sensationalism.
	15
	30
	25
	20
	10

	Reports give a skewed picture of corruption levels.
	20
	35
	20
	15
	10


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: Respondents generally see media as an important tool for awareness, though some feel it may exaggerate corruption or promote distrust in government. A notable proportion also perceive sensationalism in coverage.
SECTION C: Demographic Profile of Respondents
Table 4.10: Gender of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	55
	55%

	Female
	45
	45%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025




Table 4.11: Age Distribution
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	20–35
	85
	85%

	36–45
	10
	10%

	46 and above
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 4.12: Academic Level
	Level
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	ND I
	20
	20%

	ND II
	25
	25%

	HND I
	30
	30%

	HND II
	25
	25%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 4.13: Marital Status
	Status
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Single
	90
	90%

	Married
	8
	8%

	Others
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Interpretation: The majority of respondents are young, single students at various academic levels, which provides a strong youth-based insight into the media's influence on corruption awareness and perception.
[bookmark: _Toc140245810]4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
According to research question one, the result indicated that the public are aware of happenings in public sectors and consistently consume report about corruption in the Nigeria public sector. Hence, the study affirmed that there are wide range of public knowledge about happenings in Nigeria public sector as reported by the media and media reportage about corruption are often the major news usually digested by the public which can inadvertently affect Nigeria students. This finding corroborates with Nwuneli and Nwosu (2012), who in their study found out that media reports expose students to the realities of corruption within the public sector and can prompt students to defectfrom their own pre-exist ethical values and behavior. On the contrary, Adeyemi and Okorie (2009),alluded consistent reports of corruption cases by the media may develop a stronger commitment to integrity, honesty, and anti-corruption principles. The duo added that “such considerations can influence their future actions and decision-making, both in their personal lives and in their potential roles as future professionals and leaders”.
	As regard research question two, analyzed data indicated that there are quite immeasurable implication of media reportage of corruption in Nigeria public sector on Nigeria students. The study find out that consistent media reportage of corruption in Nigeria public sector can lead to the following causal effect on Nigerian students: motivate them to take a stand against corruption, increasetheir interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability, enhance inclinations to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption etc. This finding however corroborates with the submission of Obianigwe. N. O. (2008), who alluded that “..Media reports on corruption can spark a desire for change among students. This can lead to an increased focus on social justice and civic participation among students.”
CHAPTER FIVE
[bookmark: _Toc140245812]SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc140245813]5.1	Summary
	This study is based on “the impact of media reportage of corruption in public sector and its influence among Nigerian students”. The study was organized in five chapters. The first chapter covers the introduction of the study, background to the study, statement of the problem (which exposed the problem the study identified and seek to resolve), research questions, the significant of the study, the scope of the study and operational definition of term. The second chapter focused on the conceptual framework, theoretical approach and review of related literatures. Framing theory of the mass media was adopted by the researcher in justification of claims. The third chapter focuses on the research method. A survey research design was considered most suitable for the study. A structured questionnaire instrument was adopted for collection and administered to total of two-hundred (200) respondents via electronic-means (Google form). The chapter four presented the data analysis and discussion of the findings. SPSS- version 21, a social science package was adopted for data analysis. The analysis was presented in tabular form using chi-square (x2) method of data analysis and aided with bar-chart for further illustration and interpretation of data. Finally, chapter five discussed the summary of the study, the conclusion of the study base on the outcome of the findings and recommendations of the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc140245814]5.2	Conclusion
	The critical challenge which the stubborn persistence and growing virulence of corruption poses to all Nigerians of integrity and conscience is, therefore, how to roll back the escalating phenomenon of corruption in our public life and terminate the culture of impunity that underpins it. Meeting this challenge will involve the mounting of a determined and robust struggle to change the constitutional and legal order and the power configuration in the Nigerian society such that the vast majority of marginalized Nigerian men and women are empowered to participate freely, actively and maximally in the politics, economy and overall culture of the society.
	The necessary expedient of empowering the Nigerian working people vis-à-vis the corrupt and subversive political leader can be facilitated by pursuing the minimum political agenda of democratic governance. The constitutional entrenchment of the principle that the Nigerian people in their respective constituencies have the power to recall at any point in time any elected official who has been found by due process to abuse or betray the people’s mandate.
	The role of the media is critical in efforts against corruption. As a result, there must be careful structuring of the relationship between anti-corruption officials and, in many cases, there must also be efforts to develop or enhance the capabilities of the media to ensure that they can function effectively as recipients of information about corruption, appraise such information in an independent manner, use it meaningfully as the basis of further communications and disseminate it to the general public.
	In addition to independence and credibility, critical functions of the journalistic media include their ability to digest and render detailed technical materials accessible to the general population. This is essential to general awareness raising and public education, but also entails a high degree of responsibility and the exercise of discretion, since it necessarily involves editorial or “gatekeeping” exercises, in which the media must decide which information to report and which to leave out.
[bookmark: _Toc140245815]5.3	Recommendations
	Based on the foregoing findings and conclusion, this study recommends that:
· The autonomy of the media is essential to enable it to assess Government information critically and objectively and to ensure its reports are credible to the population as a whole. Thus, Government contacts with the media must be transparent, and they must not compromise the essential autonomy of the media, either in practice or in public perceptions. Also critical to autonomy and objectivity is the separation of media ownership from Government or political factions or, if this is impossible, ensuring that there is a diverse media to represent a full range of political opinion. Similarly, the staffing of individual media should be multi-partisan, if possible.
· For the media to assess anti-corruption efforts critically and independently they must possess adequate technical, legal, economic and other expertise. In many cases, other sources, such as retained professional or academic experts, can supplement the knowledge of general media reporters. Training, awareness-raising and technical briefing of media personnel in anti-corruption efforts may also be useful.
· Owners of media houses most especially private owners should be explicit with their interests to their editors so the latter would make good use of their profession to fulfill their roles in the society including that of fighting against corruption and any other practices related to it. Also they should enable their journalists to perform their duties effectively so that they would avoid any temptations of accepting gifts, envelopes, fare or any other support that would interfere with their free reporting.
· It is essential to raise awareness on the part of the media of the causes, costs, levels, types and locations of corruption in their country, as well as to explain the on-going efforts of all stakeholders against corruption. Furthermore, journalists should be taught how to evaluate and monitor Government activities, and informed about the achievements and standards of anticorruption work in the region and at the international level. If journalists are to compare the validity of the policies of their own Government with others and to report on them in the proper perspective, such background information is essential. Internal diversity and pluralism within the media community also develops a capability where by the media can report on corruption in their own profession.
· Media training should also focus on building an effective information network. That includes informing journalists about governmental and non-governmental institutions active in the field of anticorruption, about specific areas of responsibility, contact addresses and all other available information. If possible, representatives of those institutions should be chosen to inform journalists about their work, both the successes and the failures. Creating a continuing and interactive exchange of ideas will contribute towards building trust, and that should ultimately guarantee unbiased reporting and encourage Government institutions to ensure an open information policy. Moreover, training in investigative journalism as area of specialization is imperative for journalist in the war against corruption.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
						Kwara state polytechnic, Ilorin
						Department of mass communication
						Kwara state, online
Dear respondent,
This dissertation attempt to research the “Impact of Media Reportage of Corruption in Public Sector and Its Influence among Nigerian Students”. The study is exclusively an academic exercise. I humbly seek your indulgence to assist by filling the following questions as honestly as possible. I avow that all information given shall be treated with keen confidentiality and used for academic purpose only. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 				



SECTION A
Media Reportage of Corruption in Nigeria Public Sectors
Instruction: Please tick (√) appropriately in the space boxes provided below or comment where necessary in gaps.
1. How often do you consume news related to the public sector in Nigeria? (a) Daily [  ] (b) Few times a week [  ]  (c) Once a week [  ]  (d) Rarely [  ]  (e) Never [  ]
2. Which source do you primarily use to get news about corruption in the public sector? (a) Television [  ]  (b) Newspapers [  ]   (c) Online news websites [  ]   (d) Social media platforms [  ]   (e) Radio [  ]
3. How accurately does the media report corruption in the public sector? (a) Very accurate [  ]   (b) Accurate [  ]   (c) Neutral [  ]  (d) Less accurate [  ]  (d) Not accurate [  ]
4. How does media reportage of corruption in the public sector influence your perception of the issue? (a) Increases my awareness about corruption [  ]   (b) Makes me more skeptical about the public sector [  ]   (c) Motivates me to take action against corruption [  ]   (d) Makes me feel helpless and hopeless [  ]  (e) Doesn't influence my perception [  ]
5. Do media reports about corruption in the public sector influence your willingness to engage in corrupt practices? (a) Yes, I am likely to engage in corrupt practices [  ]  (b) No, it doesn't affect my behavior [  ](c) I am not sure [  ]
6. How possibly are you to report corruption if you come across it in your daily activities? (a) Very possibly [  ]  (b) possibly [  ]   (c) Neutral [  ]  (d) Less possibly [  ]   (e) Not at all [  ]

SECTION B
            Statements on Research Questions
Instruction: Tick (√) an option in the space boxes provided that best describe your level of agreement with the statements below in respect to the identified research questions.
Keywords: Strongly agree [SA]-Agree [A]-Undecided [U]-Disagree [D]-Strongly disagree [SD]
	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	OPTIONS

	
	
	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	

RQ1: What is the public knowledge of media reportage of corruption in public sectors among Nigerian students?
	1.

	The media effectively informs the public about corruption in public sectors.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2.
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors are accurate and reliable.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3.
	The media plays a significant role in holding corrupt officials accountable.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.
	I feel well-informed about corruption cases in the Nigerian public sectors through media coverage.
	
	
	
	
	

	



RQ2: What impact do media reportage of corruption in public sectors have among Nigerian students?
	5.
	Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has motivated me to take a stand against corruption in my daily life.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6.
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors have increased my interest in studying issues related to governance, transparency, and accountability.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7.
	Media reportage of corruption in public sectors has made me more inclined to participate in social and civic initiatives aimed at fighting corruption.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8.
	Media coverage of corruption in public sectors has heightened my sense of responsibility as a citizen to promote ethical behavior and integrity.
	
	
	
	
	

	


RQ3: What are the perceptions of Nigerian students on media reportage of corruption in public sectors?
	9
	Media reportage of corruption in public sectors is instrumental in creating awareness among the general public about the negative impacts of corruption on society.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	10
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors contribute to the erosion of public trust in government institutions and officials.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	11
	Media coverage of corruption in public sectors focuses on sensationalism rather than providing objective and in-depth analysis.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12
	Media reports on corruption in public sectors disproportionately highlight negative cases, leading to a skewed perception of corruption levels.
	
	
	
	
	



SECTION C
Demographic Profile of Respondents
Kindly tick (√) the appropriate option in the space boxes provided.
1. Sex: (a) Male [   ]   (b) Female [   ]
2. Age: (a) 20-35  [   ]   (b) 36-45 [   ]  (c) 46 and above [  ]
3. Academic Level: (a) ND I [   ]    (b)  ND II [   ]   (c)  HND I [   ] (d) HND II [  ]
4. Marital status: (a) Single [   ]   (b)  Married [   ]    (c) Others [   ]
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