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CHAPTER ONE

1.0
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Education is a very crucial part of human existence and growth, without which man’s growth will be not be complete. It has been explained as a key to self-reliance, independence and freedom, which shapes an individual, communities and societies. Aregbesola (2025) defined education as that which is pivotal as an instrument for social, political, economic and all-round development. Sujan(2021), in another prism defined education as a social institution through which society’s children are taught basic academic knowledge, learning, skills and cultural norms. It is pertinent to understand that education is an inseparable part of human life without which human life is incomplete. The importance of education includes its place as a tool for social development that is essential to promote change and development in the society; its ability to improve economic condition of the people and its general role that is fundamental in enhancing quality of human life (United Nations, 2022).

Fuel subsidies are a sort of government action that reduces the cost of gasoline by giving direct financial assistance to oil companies, thereby subsidizing the product for consumers. Nigeria is one of Africa's greatest crude oil producers, and its economy is strongly reliant on this resource.

 In Nigeria, fuel subsidies have been in effect since the 1970s. It began with the government frequently providing fuel at below-cost rates to Nigerians in order to mitigate the impact of rising global oil prices on Nigerians. Following the passage of the Price Control Act in 1977, fuel subsidies became institutionalized, making it unlawful to sell certain items (including gasoline) over the regulated price. This rule was enacted by the military administration of OlusegunObasanjo in an attempt to mitigate the impacts of the global big inflation era of the 1970s, which was driven by a worldwide increase in energy costs. Subsidy payments reached around N11.4 trillion during the Buhari administration's eight years in office (2015– 2025). According to statistics from the civic-tech organization Budget, N316 billion was spent on subsidies in 2015. In 2016 and 2017, the sum fell to N99 billion and N141.6 billion, respectively. Petrol subsidies had cost a whopping N722 billion by 2018. The government then spent N578 billion in 2019 and N134 billion in 2020. The federal government earmarked N1.42 trillion for a fuel subsidy the next year, 2021, and N4.3 trillion in 2022. The Nigerian government allocated N3.6 trillion for petrol subsidies in the fiscal year 2025, which ends in June. That works out to almost N560 billion every month. According to its finance minister, the previous administration put aside 3.36 trillion naira ($7.3 billion) for the subsidies until mid-2025.

President Ahmed Bola Tinubu of Nigeria declared the entire elimination of "fuel subsidy" during his inauguration on May 29, 2025, claiming that the policy has "increasingly favored the rich more than the poor." He went on to say that the subsidies could no longer justify the ever-increasing expenses as resources dwindled. He believes that his government should reinvest the monies in public infrastructure, education, health care, and jobs, which will dramatically improve the lives of millions. Regrettably, following the news that the oil subsidy would be phased out, the national oil firm, NNPC Limited, increased the pump price of fuel from N189 per liter to between N480 and N570 per liter—a more than 200 percent rise. While there is a provision in the budget to subsidize fuel until the end of June 2025, Kyari (2025) stated that the Nigerian government does not have the resources to effect that payment of fuel subsidy, and the reality is that the government can no longer afford to pay for fuel subsidy as a nation as of today, and the Nigerian government is owed N2.8 trillion in outstanding subsidy payments to NNPC.

As opined by Kabri (2025) and Bola (2025), it was vital to eliminate the gasoline subsidy due to its impact on the Nigerian government and society at large. The federal government spent more on fuel subsidies than it did on education, health, and infrastructure development during the period under review and that the administration of Bola Tinubu should stick to his decision to eliminate the fuel subsidy. He established that eliminating the gasoline subsidy and redirecting the money saved towards agriculture, social welfare, road development, public transportation subsidies, education, and healthcare would have significant advantages.

The removal of fuel subsidies often leads to a surge in fuel prices, directly affecting the commuting expenses of academic staff (Akpoghomeh&Aigbokhan, 2017). For many educators, especially those reliant on personal vehicles for transportation, increased fuel costs can significantly strain their budgets (Eze&Onuoha, 2018). The added financial burden may compel them to seek cost-cutting measures, potentially altering their commuting routines. This alteration might involve changes in transportation modes, such as opting for public transport or carpooling, which could affect punctuality and overall job performance (Ibhawoh, 2019; Okoli&Okeke, 2020; Uzodinma&Ojo, 2016). Doe (2015) revealed that removal of fuel subsidies significantly increases commuting costs for academic staff, leading to financial strain and potential job dissatisfaction. Higher commuting costs due to subsidy removal result in reduced discretionary income for academic staff, impacting their overall job performance and morale. Increased commuting expenses may force some academic staff to seek alternative job opportunities closer to home, affecting institutional stability.

Certainly, the removal of fuel subsidies directly influences the commuting costs of academic staff in tertiary institutions, thereby affecting job performance. The resulting financial strain, potential demotivation, and the subsequent impact on punctuality collectively contribute to a challenging environment for educators. Policymakers and institution administrators must consider these implications when evaluating the effects of fuel subsidy removal, aiming to mitigate its adverse effect on academic staff and, by extension, the overall functionality of tertiary institutions. On this point, the researchers believe it is vital to conduct a study on Evaluation of the effect of fuel subsidy removal on academic staff job productivity in tertiary institutions in northern central in Nigeria.

1.1
STATEMENT OF RESEARCH PROBLEM
In recent times, there have been increased cases of cyber fraud, other internet related activities around finances, rape and cohabitations among undergraduate students in tertiary institutions (Ake,2025). While the preponderance of these socially and morally bankrupt behavior is generally among the younger generations, there are serious correlation between the prevalent of it to the recent fuel subsidy removal in the country which has had a very harsh economic implications. Ogaraku (2025) posits that students who before now does not indulge in the moral acts of cohabiting with their fellow students are now deeply in the act because majority of the female students are now finding a means to survive in the Tertiary institutions environment; again, others who are looking for economic cushion outside the Tertiary institutions go out to meet male folks in hotels and guest houses outside the school compound. 

However, there might be some interventions in this regard if government pay attention and make efforts to increase Tertiary institutions subventions and as well attract international bodies to fund some courses in the tertiary institutions; it is only through this way that tertiary institutions education will likely be able to circumvent the challenges associated with fuel subsidy removal.

However, despite the challenges of fuel subsidy removal in the current dispensations, it is pertinent to posit that it have come with diverse challenges on the students and the society at large, yet little or no empirical efforts have been made to equate these consequences on the tertiary institutions students, this gap in literature necessitates this study.

1.2
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

i. What are the effects of fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria?

ii. What are the possible ways to mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria?

1.3
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The general objective of this study is to examine the effect of Fuel Subsidy Removal on Academic Engagements of Undergraduates in tertiary institution in North Central Nigeria, while the specific objectives are;

i. To examine the effects of fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria

ii. To identify the possible ways to mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria

1.4
RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

i. There is no effects of fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria

ii. There is no possible ways to mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria

1.5
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

A study of this nature is quite imperative given that if it is not conducted, the country’s academic sector will continue to suffer given the multi-faceted negative consequences occasioned by the removal of fuel subsidy. At such, this study is germane and timely to identify the salient consequences of the fuel subsidy removal on the students and look for way out to solve the issues ; this is because if the issues are not tackled immediately it will contribute significantly to the already challenges Nigeria Tertiary institutions education.

More so, government will have empirical data on this instead of speculation, and it is expected that this study will compel the ministry of education, youths and sports and humanitarian affairs to immediately swing into action to rescue this situation, which failure to will lead to a very serious socio, education and moral decay in the society due to fuel subsidy removal. On the premise of this, this present study is very germane and timely.

1.6  SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The study focuses on effect of fuel subsidy removal on academic engagement of undergraduate in tertiary institutions in  north central Nigeria, Hence it is further limited to some tertiary institution in kwara state due to time and financial contraints
1.7
DEFINITION OF TERMS

Fuel subsidy:
Fuel subsidy, in its simplest form, is a government policy where the price of fuel is set below the international market price, with the government covering the difference to make it more affordable for consumers.
Financial problems: 

Pressure is a situation where you get stress from money worries. 

Financial Management:
Applies to the planning, organization, management and control of financial activities such as the procurement and use of company funds.
Financial literacy:
Is an ability to understand and apply financial management skills appropriately. Good financial planning, sound debt management, accurate interest calculation and understanding of the time value of money are all facets of financial literacy.

Financial support:
Financial resources provided to enable some project; "the foundation provided experiment support" for financial support, financing, support, and support. Resource-available source of wealth; new or reserved supply that can be obtained if necessary.

Financial development 

Improvements in the production of information on possible investments and the allocation of capital, the monitoring of companies and the exercise of corporate governance, trade, diversification and risk management, the mobilization and pooling of savings, and the facilitation of exchange of goods and services.

1.8
ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
This study is organized in five chapters. 

Chapter One identified and stated the problem. This chapter aims to know what are the existing phenomena that is happening around. Thus, this help us to formulate and to state the problem.

The second chapter was all about asking questions and explored existing literatures and studies. This chapter will most likely present other studies coming from different authors. Also, in this chapter where reviewing literature will happen.

Chapter Three described the method that was being used and evaluating the answers through the collected data. This chapter will present the data that was being gathered. Additionally, this will also present the ways upon conducting and gathering the data. On top of that, this will present how the data used to find the answers in our study.

The Fourth Chapter was to  assess the gathered data. This chapter will also analyze the meaning of the findings to be used in the study. Moreover, after assessing the findings this chapter will also present the conclusion.

The Final Chapter provides the analysis of the gathered data or the findings from the respondents. In this chapter also, will most likely to discussed the conclusions regarding to the  aim and objectives of the study.
CHAPTER TWO

2.0
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

2.1.1
CONCEPT OF SUBSIDY

 A subsidy is a policy adopted by institutions or governments to reduce the prices of goods for an individual or a firm by paying part of the production cost. A subsidy is an official payment of goods for an individual or a firm, usually in the form of a cash payment from the government to reduce to prices of goods. In economic theory, subsidies can be used to offset market failures and externalities to achieve greater economic efficiency (Ogunode&Aregbesola, 2025). According to Project Clue (2025), subsidy is a decrease in the market price of products and services by the government so that people with limited purchasing power can obtain such goods and services. It occurs when the government assists customers in paying a price that is lower than the market price for consumer products. A subsidy is any measure that keeps prices consumers pay for goods or products below market levels for consumers or producers above market. Subsidies take different forms. Some subsidies have a direct impact on price. These include grants, tax reductions and exemptions or price controls (Adebiyi, 2011).

2.1.2
 CONCEPT OF SUBSIDY REMOVAL

 Subsidy removal is an official elimination of subsidies on products formerly subsidized. Subsidy removal is the decision of the government or institutions to stop payment of subsidies on products or services previously subsidized (Ogunode et al 2025). Subsidy removal is the stoppage of the subsidy regime in institutions or countries. Subsidy removal is the policy of liberating the prices of goods and services to be regulated by forces of demand and supply (Ogunode et al., 2025). The federal government led by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu announced the removal of subsidy on Premium Motor Spirit (PMS), popularly known as petrol. In its reaction to the new development, the Nigerian National Petroleum Company Limited (NNPCL) approved an upward review in the pump price of petroleum nationwide. This resulted in increment in the price up to an average of N500 from an average of N189.
2.1.3
CONCEPT OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

 Educational institutions are institutions saddled with the provision of educational services. Educational institutions are institutions established to provide teaching services for the general public. Educational institutions include early child education, basic education, junior secondary school education, senior secondary schools and tertiary education.

2.1.4
CONCEPT OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

Academic performance is perceived differently by different scholars. Narad and Abdullah perceived it as the knowledge gained by students which is assessed by grade awarded by a teacher or an educational goal set by students and teachers to be achieved over a specific period of time. According to Kenni (2020) academic performance refers to the degree of accomplishment by student in his or her tasks and studies. It is the extent to which students achieve their short or long term goals. This according to them could be measured through continuous assessment, internal and external examination, in order to ascertain the knowledge or skills obtained by students after undergoing training over a specific period of time. Academic performance is of fundamental importance as it portrays the outcome of evaluation in a school setting for reward, placement and record keeping among others. It was observed by Anselmus (2011) as a cardinal concept in education that measured the knowledge, skills and attitude acquired by students over a period of time, which might serve as prerequisite of degree of efficiency of the machinery of education. Academic performance is assessed in a formal school setting through diagnostic, formative and summative assessment (Kenni, 2020). 2.3.1 Empirical Review Several empirical studies have been conducted on the effects of fuel subsidy removal on educational sector in Nigeria. Haruna (2024) examine the effect of fuel subsidy removal on employees’ performance in Federal InstitutionGusau. The study sample 264 respondents out of 950 using Kreijie and Morgan (1970) table. The study revealed that both changes in fuel prices and adjustments in transportation costs exert a positive and significant influence on employees’ level of attendance and punctuality, which has negative effects on academic performance. The study recommends that the management of the institution should design a strategy for supportive measures to alleviate the adverse effects of fuel subsidy removal on employees’ Hassan (2024) conducted a study on socio-economic impact of fuel subsidy removal on academic staff, students and institution administration in Nigeria. The study relied on secondary data and established that subsidy removal in Nigeria has a socio-economic impact on academic staff, students and institution administration. It thus, made the management of the institution to introduce additional fees such as examination, graduation and admission acceptance among others. The students are also facing the difficulty to meet up with the increased tuition fees, rising food items and transportation costs which make them difficult to resume early after break while other students had to opt for deferment of either semester or the entire session. Based on the findings of the study, the study recommends for increase funding of the institution in the country, provision of scholarship for students and upward review of staff salaries. Adanna and Audu (2025) assessed the impact of fuel subsidy removal on Guidance and Counseling in Nigerian educational institution. The study uses secondary data, the study observed that, fuel subsidy removal has led to increase in the cost of Guidance and Counseling programmes implementation in the country and has significantly affected job performance of Guidance and Counseling tutors, which significantly affected Guidance and Counseling students and led to increase in prices of Guidance and Counseling instructional resources. Based on this problems posed by subsidy removal, the study recommends for an increase in the budgetary allocation to educational sector. In addition, to the need to increase salaries and allowances of teachers, subsidize the cost of instructional materials and other teaching and learning materials,

2.1.5
IMPACT OF SUBSIDY REMOVAL ON EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN NIGERIA

There are many impacts of subsidy removal on educational institutions. Some of the impacts are as follows:

i. Increment in operational cost of running schools

 Subsidy removal in Nigeria has led to an increment in the operational cost of running schools across the country. The hike in petrol pump prices affected the general costs of goods and this affected the cost of running educational institutions. Almost everything used daily running of schools has increased. Nwaoga&Casimir (2013) and Ogunode et al. (2025) asserted school administration of most educational institutions has been affected in Nigeria due to subsidy removal. The removal of subsidies has increased the cost of running the schools. School administration is the internal arrangement of school resources to the implementation of school programs. School administration looks at education from specific educational institutions. The school administration is the internal activity that deals with coordinating of school programme for optimum performance. The current economic hardship has adversely affected most public and private schools as the price of educational resources has gone high. Ejiogu et al. (2025) reported that the proprietor of Confluence Excellent Group of Schools, MrAdewale, noted that the cost of running the school has been seriously aggravated by the removal of the subsidy. “This has drastically doubled the cost of fuelling and maintaining the school bus. This in effect makes the upward review of the school fees inevitable,” he said.

ii. Increment in School Transportation Fares

 The fuel subsidy removal has led to an increment in school transportation fares. Many school administrators, teachers and students pay more to go to schools in the post-subsidy regime because the increment resulted in to increase in transport fares and logistic costs. Ejiogu et al. (2025) reported that Mrs Margaret John Leonard, a concerned parent, shared her experience, saying: “It has become increasingly difficult to transport my children to school due to the exorbitant fares charged by commercial motorcyclists, commonly known as bikes. Furthermore, the school bus fees have also skyrocketed, making it a pressing issue for many parents.” Consequently, the prices of goods and services in the country have also skyrocketed. Today, most parents whose children and wards are still in school are struggling to ensure that they will continue to be in school. They have the challenges of the high cost of transportation for those going from their homes and feeding for those in the boarding schools (Ejiogu, et al 2025). Transport fares and prices of essential goods and services shot up significantly across the country last week as Nigerians grappled with the ripple effect of the government’s decision on fuel subsidy removal.

iii. Increment in School fees

 The petrol price hike as a result of subsidy removal also led to an increment in school fees of educational institutions. Both public and private educational institutions in Nigeria have increased their school fees due to the subsidy removal. Ejiogu et al. (2025) reported a school proprietor in Makurdi, Mrs Agatha Yanaga, has sympathized with parents over the economic situation in the country. Yanaga said that their plan to increase the fees is not borne out of greed to make quick money but to enable them to pay salaries to their teachers that will reflect the current economic concerns and take some burdens off their workers. According to her, school fees go beyond tuition fees, and include all other materials needed for the children’s learning which are provided by their parents, especially books. In essence, the general increments in the prices of goods affected the cost of books and other consumables. “So, for that reason, there is surely going to be an increment in school fees to cater for all of the recent price increments.” Investigations by Sunday Sun (2025) revealed that most of the private schools in the state have decided to increase school fees, which will take effect from September this year. 

iv. Increment in Prices of Instructional Materials

 Subsidy removal of fuel products in Nigeria has led to an increment in the price of instructional materials /resources. The prices of various instrument materials have gone up due to the removal of subsidies in Nigeria (Okonkwo, 2025; Omoniyi, 2025). Subsidy removal affected by the petrol price hike is the prices of commodities in the market moving up high. Sunday Sun (2025) reported that the school administrator of Graceville Christian School in Jos North, Mrs. Adeloye Lucky noted the increase in this fuel price is affecting education already. Nigerian books which we used to buy at N1, 200, now cost N2,000, some N2,500 for the same book because of the cost of transportation and you can’t blame them because they can’t sell at a loss either, they have to sell it at a profit,” Lucky said. Fuel is our life wire in this country, it is something that when you touch in this country it will affect everything. Fuel affects everything. “The cost of instructional materials is very high because of the cost of transporting these resources from the cities (Darlington & Monday, 2025; Ejiogu et al., 2025). 

v. Reduction in Teaching Hours

Subsidy removal in Nigeria has affected the teaching programme of educational institutions across the country. The teaching programme is one of the most important programmes of educational institutions. Teaching programme implementation is done by the teachers. The teacher is an important figure in the realization of the objective of educational institutions. The teacher is responsible for the training and production of manpower for social, economic and technological advancement. Ogunode et al. (2020) also observed that teachers are fundamental to the effective delivery of teaching programmes in educational institutions. The teachers’ place in the educational institutions cannot be replaced. Teachers are the implementers of the curriculum. The teacher plans the lesson, organizes the instructional resources and delivers the lesson. The teachers ensure the students learn the right knowledge and skills through the process of teaching and learning. Atiga&Ogunode (2021) and Ogunode&Abiola (2022) opined that teachers are the implementers of the school curriculum. Their functions include teaching, preparing lesson notes and lesson plans, evaluating the students, setting exam questions and marking answer sheets. Their functions also include providing leadership in classes, performing academic services, relating with parents on feedback on students’ progress and sometimes carrying students on excursions with school permission. Teachers are very important factors in the management of educational institutions, especially secondary schools. The teachers’ roles cannot be replaced in delivering of teaching programme. Majorities of the teachers in Nigerian educational institutions stay off the school facilities. Teachers are expected to transport themselves to school. The subsidy removal in Nigeria have led to an increment in transportation fair which have affected the movement of many teachers from their various houses to their schools. Many teachers have been missing classes due to their inability to meet up with the cost of transporting themselves to schools at basic and senior secondary schools. At the tertiary institutions, many lecturers have decided to compress their lectures to one or two days a week while others lectures have decided to migrate to an online method of teaching. Online teaching has been described by Ogunode (2020) and Ogunode (2021) as a form of teaching delivered through an electronic platform. This teaching method is capital-intensive. Ogunode et al. (2025) noted teaching programme implementation in Nigerian educational institutions has been affected by the subsidy removal. The increment in fuel price has led to an increment in transportation fares which directly and indirectly affected the teachers’ movement to schools. Many teachers are now missing classes due to their inability to come to school while in tertiary institutions many lecturers have decided to compress their lectures to once or twice a week. And other lecturers have changed to a virtual model of teaching. The post-subsidy removal in Nigeria has affected the implementation of teaching programmes in Nigerian educational institutions. Subsidy removal has impacted negatively on the entire educational system leading to a reduction in the teaching hours in schools because teachers cannot cope with the increment in transportation fares (Bamidele2025; Ogunode et al., 2025).
vi. Reduction in Learning Hours

Subsidy removal has affected the learning programme of many students in Nigerian educational institutions across the country. Students or learners are regarded as the kings of educational institutions because the educational institutions are subjected to their interests. Ogunode et al. (2020b) observed that students are learners in educational institutions. Studentship starts from early childhood education to basic education to secondary school education and ends in higher institutions. Higher institution students are learners in higher institutions. Higher institution students are mature learners. Students in higher institutions are aged 18 years and above. Students of higher institutions are ready for learning and research. Some of the students of higher institutions are dependent while others are independent. Students in higher institutions are doing first-degree, second degree or third-degree (Ogunode et al., 2020b; Ogunode&Abubakar, 2021). The subsidy removal has impacted negatively on the students and learners in Nigerian educational institutions. Most of the students transport to school dailies because their schools are located far from their homes. Due to the high cost of transportation fairs that is caused by the removal of subsidies, many of the students at the basic schools and secondary schools now miss lessons in their respective schools. At tertiary institutions, many of the students have decided to come to school once or twice and get notes from those who attended the lectures. Ogunode et al. (2025) submitted that when students miss lectures, it affects the quality of education they receive. Musa (2025) and Ogunode (2020) concluded that the poor coverage of syllables and scheme of work by teachers and the failure of students to attend classes can result in poor-quality graduates from our institutions. So, the removal of subsidies can affect learning programmes and result in poor quality of education

vii. Delay in Payment of School Fees

 The subsidy removal and increment in price of goods and services have led to an increase in living costs in Nigeria and this made it impossible for many parents to pay school fees of their children in both public and private institutions across the country. For Mrs. Ruth Baaki, as reported by Ejiogu et al. (2025) the deteriorating economic situation has been difficult to bear. It has not been easy paying fees and coping with the high transportation cost that she incurs in taking her children to school daily. “The removal of subsidy increased the cost of living, especially transportation. This situation has become a huge problem and has affected the payment of school fees. Most of the time, it takes me up to the end of the term to finish paying the fees because it’s not only one child that I’m paying for. “You pay for transport, you pay school fees and there are other things which the schools require from parents. In the face of all these, the salaries of workers have not. “You pay for transport, you pay school fees and there are other things which the schools require from parents. In the face of all these, the salaries of workers have not increased. Some are not even being paid. So, I want to appeal to schools to delay the increment of school fees for now because there is no money to pay. MrsYanaga noted that payment of school fees has been low in recent times following the subsidy removal, MrsYanaga observed that “most parents are complaining that they couldn’t pay because payment of salaries in the state is almost zero. Also, Gorgeous Montessori School, located on Kwandere Road in Ombi 2, Lafia, is among several educational institutions in Nasarawa State facing a significant decline in payment of school fees. School proprietors and parents alike are expressing frustration over the prevailing harsh economic condition, which has left many families struggling to meet their financial obligations. MrsObyNwafor, the proprietress of Gorgeous School, lamented the decline in payment of fees for the current academic session, stating that only 40 per cent of parents had so far paid their children’s fees. She attributed the trend to the hardship faced by families, which has made it increasingly challenging to allocate funds for education as reported by Ejiogu et al. (2025).

2.2
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.2.1
SOCIAL  JUSTICE FRAMEWORK

Social justice is premised on the notion of equal enjoyment of economic, political and social rights and opportunities coupled with alignment with necessary resources for socioeconomic advancement (Chipkin and Meny-Gibert, 2013). On account of Nigeria history as summarised in chapter one, access to education for all citizens is an important aspect of social justice. Education policy should therefore focus on producing a conducive environment in which all students have the same chance of success. The Nigeria higher education policy therefore sought to promote access to tertiary institution education as well as equitable distribution of tools to support learning at this level (Strydom, 2011). Nonetheless, it would seem the policy objectives are yet to be realised by many state Nigeria. 
2.2.2
KEYNESIAN THEORY 

Keynesian theory developed in the 20th century explains the role of government spending in stimulating economic growth and reduce unemployment (Jahan, Mahmud &Papageorgiou, 2014). The theory elaborates on the role of aggregate demand and how government intervention addresses economic fluctuations and promotes stability. The theory suggests that in the Nigerian situations, if the government discontinues the funding of fuel subsidy, it could use the saved funds to invest in education and other sectors of the economy, which could stimulates economic growth and reduce poverty (Stigliitz, 2000). 
2.2.3
GENERAL EQUILIBRIUM MODEL
The General Equilibrium model was developed in the late nineteenth century, to analyze the general macroeconomic fluctuations and the then great depression (Walras, 1874). The model is an economy-wide concept which analyses the impact or repercussion on the whole economy, of a change that is triggered from just a sector. Often a change that emanates from one resonates beyond the sector of its occurrence to the economy wide system. The General Equilibrium model therefore, helps to understand the overall consequences of policies taken at various individual sector of the economy. The General Equilibrium model tends to provide a theoretical framework for this study. In the Nigerian context, a fiscal implication of subsidies is accounted for through the examination of its effects on government revenue and expenditures. Central to this analysis is the concepts of opportunity cost where investments in other real sectors of the economy are jettisoned in order to subside fuel price. This by implication resonates across all other sectors of the economy leading to market distortion (World Bank, 2022). This model is therefore, a pointer to adequate measure given its potency to capture the proportional effect of subsidies on a nations budgets and spending.
2.3
EMPIRICAL REVIEW

According to Archuleta, Dale & Spann (2013), the impact of financial concerns on overall mental health has become a popular topic among researchers and practitioners. In this exploratory study, possible associations of financial anxiety were explored using a sample of 180 college students who sought services at ainstitution peer financial counseling center in a Midwestern state. Of particular interest was the influence of debt on student financial anxiety. To measure financial anxiety, a new scale was developed, the Financial Anxiety Scale (FAS), that can be used as a tool for financial planners, counselors, and educators to identify individuals who are experiencing increased levels of financial distress that may call for a referral to an appropriate professional. Results from two hierarchical regressions indicated that financial satisfaction, student loans, and gender are associated with financial anxiety. Path-analyses showed that levels of daily financial stress were associated with individuals' perceptions of manageability and internal control regarding their financial situation. These factors, in turn, directly influenced the students' levels of psychological well-being. In contrast, chronic financial strain was shown to influence students' psychological well-being by negatively affecting the degree of comprehensibility regarding their situation as well as their senses of control and self-esteem. These findings were taken to indicate the necessity of differentiating between sources of financial distress (immediate or ongoing) when attempting to understand, and mitigate, the effects of institution students' financial situation. 
2.4 GAPS IN LITERATURE
The study of Fuel Subsidy Removal on Academic Engagements has been researched by scholars locally and internationally. Most studies have focused on the challenges of fuel subsidy removal on academic engagements of undergraduates in public institution. Most study focus on the effect of having financial problem towards the academic performance of senior high school students.. In an attempt to fill this gap, this study intends to view the effect of Fuel Subsidy Removal on Academic Engagements of Undergraduates in tertiary institution in North Central Nigeria by examining  the effects of fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria and identify the possible ways to mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria.
CHAPTER THREE

3.0
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides details on the method for conducting the study. Areas considered include the research design, the population, the sample and the technique for its selection, the research instrument, data collection procedure and data analysis procedure. The chapter concludes with the statistical techniques utilized for the data analysis. 

3.2
RESEARCH DESIGN

Research design is the detailed outline of how the research is conducted which include how data is collected, what research instrument is used, how it is used and the means for analyzing the data collected.

The research design employed in this study is a descriptive and quantitative survey, which was used to achieve the outlined objectives and structured questionnaires as the most suitable technique for such a survey. The survey research collects information from the population for intensive analysis by the researcher.

3.3
POPULATION AND SAMPLE OF THE STUDY

Population refers to the totality of a universal set contained in particular study area i.e. prospective respondents that possess the characteristics or that have the knowledge of the particular study in question from which a sample would be selected. In this study The target population of this study comprisedof undergraduate students in public institution in north central, Nigeria
3.4
SAMPLING SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
Simple Random sampling technique was used to obtain 5 out public institutions in the region. Then purposive sampling was used to obtain one faculty from each of the institution with the record number of undergraduates’ students. 

The sample size for this study was 307. This was determined using the Yamane (1967);

𝑛 = N/1+N (𝑒)2.

3.5
METHODS OF DATACOLLECTION
The data used for the research work is classified into primary and secondary sources of data. Secondary data are already analyzed data that supplies the researcher withinformationandthustheresearcherdoesnot haveto generate the data himself while the source of primarydata includes the administration of questionnaires. The source of secondary data consists of published documents like magazines, journals, textbooks,seminars, conferences, workshop papers and past projects related to this research study while the primary source of data is from the administration of questionnaires.
3.6
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

The data analysis involved descriptive statistics including frequency counts, simple percentages, mean and standard deviation
3.7
LIMITATION TO THE STUDY

However, there are constraint imposed on the researcher this includes the following.

Time: a study of this nature needs a relatively long time during which information for accurate or at lcentral near accurate inferences could be drawn. The period of the study was short, hence time posed as a constraint to the researcher.

Cost: The researcher would have extent the survey to areas. But limitations here included cost of transportation to source for materials and cost of typesetting the already completed work.
CHAPTER FOUR

4.0
DATA PRESENTATIO, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
4.1
 INTRODUCTION

This chapter is designed to analyze all data collected in the course of research in order make it meaningful to facilitate good understanding of any person reading it and to meet the expected scholastic standard.

Table are being used to explain the response to all question asked and bar chart are been used to present the percentage (%) of response to questionnaire administered.

Questions are analyzed one after the other in order to determine the level of performance of the information collected.

4.2
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.2.1
Demographic background of the respondents

Table 4.1: Sex of Respondents

	Gender
	Frequency
	Total

	Male
	126


	 41.0

	Female
	181

	59.0

	Total
	307

	 100


Research survey, 2025
Table 4.1 shows the sex categories of respondents,majority oftherespondents(59.0%)werefemales;whilea lower proportion of them (41.0%) were males. 

Table 4.2: AgeCategories

	Ages
	Frequency
	Total

	18-22Years
	147
	48

	23-27Years
	82
	26

	28-32Years
	35
	11

	33 -37 Years
	20
	7

	38 -42 Years
	15
	5

	43 Yearsand Above
	10
	3

	Total
	307


	 100.0


Research survey, 2025
Table 4.2 shows the AgeCategories,thedatashowsfromthetotalcolumnthatamajority of the respondents (48%) fell within the agecategory of 18-22 years, 23-27 years fell with (26%), 28-32 years fell with (11%), 33-37 years fell with (7%), 38-42 years fell with (5%) and  the lcentral age categoryare (3%) of the respondents who fell within the agecategory of 43 years and above. 
Table 4.3: Distribution of respondent according to Academic level
	Academic level
	Frequency
	Percentage

	100
	180
	59

	200
	64
	21

	300
	50
	16

	400
	13
	4

	Total
	307
	100


Source: Field Report (2025)

In respect of the academic level of respondents, majority of respondents (59 %) are in 100 level while 21 % are in200 level, 16% are in 300, while 4 % are in 400 level
4.2.2
The effects of fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates in North Central Nigeria
Table 4.4: Crime increase is an effect of fuel subsidy removal
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	200
	65.1

	Agree
	64
	21

	Undecided
	14
	4.4

	Disagree
	20
	6.5

	Strongly disagree
	9
	3

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Crime increase is an effect of fuel subsidy removalWith 60.1% of strongly agree, 21% of agree, 4.4 % undecided, 6.5% of disagree and 3% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Crime increase is an effect of fuel subsidy removal on the academic performance of undergraduates.
Table 4.5: Untimely Death from cohabitation
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	100
	33

	Agree
	54
	18

	Undecided
	93
	30

	Disagree
	40
	13

	Strongly disagree
	20
	6

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Untimely Death from cohabitationWith 33% of strongly agree, 18% of agree, 30% undecided, 13% of disagree and 6% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Untimely Death from cohabitation is an effectfuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates.
Table 4.6: Rape
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	200
	65

	Agree
	34
	11.2

	Undecided
	9
	3

	Disagree
	60
	19.5

	Strongly disagree
	4
	1.3

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Rape With 65% of strongly agree, 11.2% of agree, 3% undecided, 19.5% of disagree and 1.3% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Rapeis an effectfuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.7: Cyber Fraud (Yahoo)
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	200
	65

	Agree
	82
	27

	Undecided
	11
	3.5

	Disagree
	10
	3.2

	Strongly disagree
	4
	1.3

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Cyber Fraud (Yahoo)With 65% of strongly agree, 27% of agree, 3.5% undecided, 3.2% of disagree and 1.3% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Cyber Fraud (Yahoo) is an effectfuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates.

Table 4.8: Birthing and Selling of Babies by students
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	200
	65

	Agree
	56
	18.3

	Undecided
	20
	6.4

	Disagree
	25
	8.3

	Strongly disagree
	6
	2

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Birthing and Selling of Babies by studentsWith 65% of strongly agree, 18.3% of agree, 6.4% undecided, 8.3% of disagree and 2% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Birthing and Selling of Babies by studentsis an effectfuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.9: Poor Research Out put by Lecturers
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	135
	44

	Agree
	60
	20

	Undecided
	27
	8

	Disagree
	55
	18

	Strongly disagree
	30
	10

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Poor Research Out put by Lecturers With 44% of strongly agree, 20% of agree, 8% undecided, 18% of disagree and 10% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Poor Research Out put by Lecturersis an effect fuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.10: Insufficient remuneration of lecturers
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	116
	38

	Agree
	32
	10

	Undecided
	25
	8

	Disagree
	80
	26

	Strongly disagree
	54
	18

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Insufficient remuneration of lecturersWith 38% of strongly agree, 10% of agree, 8% undecided, 26% of disagree and 18% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Insufficient remuneration of lecturers is an effectfuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.11: Poor Teaching Attitude by Lecturers
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	80
	26

	Agree
	14
	5

	Undecided
	101
	33

	Disagree
	83
	27

	Strongly disagree
	29
	9

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Poor Teaching Attitude by LecturersWith 26% of strongly agree, 5% of agree, 33% undecided, 27% of disagree and 9% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Poor Teaching Attitude by LecturersInadequate  is an effectfuel subsidy on the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.12: Lack of Interest in Teaching by Students
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	150
	49

	Agree
	86
	28

	Undecided
	31
	10

	Disagree
	22
	7

	Strongly disagree
	18
	6

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Lack of Interest in Teaching by StudentsWith 49% of strongly agree, 28% of agree, 10% undecided, 7% of disagree and 6% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Lack of Interest in Teaching by Studentsis an effect fuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.13: Poor academic results
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	125
	41

	Agree
	80
	26

	Undecided
	32
	10

	Disagree
	40
	13

	Strongly disagree
	30
	10

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Poor academic resultsWith 41% of strongly agree, 26% of agree, 10% undecided, 13% of disagree and 10% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Poor academic resultsis an effect fuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.14: Lack of funds to run institution
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	115
	37

	Agree
	70
	23

	Undecided
	42
	14

	Disagree
	50
	16

	Strongly disagree
	30
	10

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Lack of funds to run institutionWith 37% of strongly agree, 23% of agree, 14% undecided, 16% of disagree and 10% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Lack of funds to run institution is an effect fuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates

Table 4.15: Increased in naira in the fx market
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly agree
	120
	39

	Agree
	67
	22

	Undecided
	40
	13

	Disagree
	55
	18

	Strongly disagree
	25
	8

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The table shows Increased in naira in the fx marketWith 39% of strongly agree, 232 of agree, 13% undecided, 18% of disagree and 8% of strongly disagree. This reveals that Increased in naira in the fx marketis an effect fuel subsidyon the academic performance of undergraduates
4.2.3: The possible ways to mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.16: Increasing Lecturers salary
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	44
	14.3

	Unlikely
	54
	17.6

	Undecided
	21
	6.8

	Likely
	78
	25.4

	Most likely
	110
	35.8

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Increasing Lecturers salaryWith 14.3% of most unlikely, 17.6% of unlikely, 6.8% undecided, 25.4% of likely and 35.8% of most likely. This reveals that By Increasing Lecturers salarycan mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.17: Introducing studentsloan
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	32
	10.4

	Unlikely
	43
	14

	Undecided
	15
	4.9

	Likely
	85
	27.7

	Most likely
	132
	43

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows By introducing students loanWith 10.4% of most unlikely, 14% of unlikely, 4.9% undecided, 27.7% of likely and 43% of most likely. This reveals that By introducing students loan can mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.18:  Making accessible lecturers research grant
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	43
	14

	Unlikely
	52
	16.9

	Undecided
	24
	7.8

	Likely
	104
	33.9

	Most likely
	84
	27.4

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows By Making accessible lecturers research grantWith 14% of most unlikely, 16.9% of unlikely, 7.8% undecided, 33.9% of likely and 27.4% of most likely. This reveals thatMaking accessible lecturers research grant can mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.19: Introducing free education in institution
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	37
	12.1

	Unlikely
	52
	18.2

	Undecided
	24
	6.2

	Likely
	104
	28.3

	Most likely
	84
	35.2

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Introducing free education in institutionWith 12.1% of most unlikely, 18.2% of unlikely, 6.2% undecided, 28.3% of likely and 35.2% of most likely. This reveals that Introducing free education in institutioncan mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.20: Introducing free transportations within institution
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	35
	11.4

	Unlikely
	60
	19.5

	Undecided
	32
	10.4

	Likely
	77
	25.1

	Most likely
	103
	33.6

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025
The shows Introducing free transportations within institutionWith 11.4% of most unlikely, 19.5% of unlikely, 10.4% undecided, 25.1% of likely and 33.6% of most likely. This reveals that Introducing free transportations within institutioncan mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
Table 4.21: Introducing School Feeding programs for institution
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	44
	14.3

	Unlikely
	54
	17.6

	Undecided
	21
	6.8

	Likely
	78
	25.4

	Most likely
	110
	35.8

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025

The shows Introducing School Feeding programs for institutionWith 14.3% of most unlikely, 17.6% of unlikely, 6.8% undecided, 25.4% of likely and 35.8% of most likely. This reveals that Introducing School Feeding programs for institution can mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates

Table 4.22: Increasing Overhead and subventions forinstitution
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	32
	10.4

	Unlikely
	43
	14

	Undecided
	15
	4.9

	Likely
	85
	27.7

	Most likely
	132
	43

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025

The shows Increasing Overhead and subventions forinstitution With 10.4% of most unlikely, 14% of unlikely, 4.9% undecided, 27.7% of likely and 43% of most likely. This reveals that Increasing Overhead and subventions forinstitution can mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates

Table 4.23:  Flexible Car and House Loan Plans for InstitutionLecturers
	Variable
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Most unlikely
	43
	14

	Unlikely
	52
	16.9

	Undecided
	24
	7.8

	Likely
	104
	33.9

	Most likely
	84
	27.4

	Total 
	307
	100


Research survey, 2025

The shows Flexible Car and House Loan Plans for InstitutionLecturers With 14% of most unlikely, 16.9% of unlikely, 7.8% undecided, 33.9% of likely and 27.4% of most likely. This reveals that Flexible Car and House Loan Plans for InstitutionLecturers can mitigate the effects of fuel subsidy removal on academic performance of undergraduates
CHAPTER FIVE
5.0
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Fuel Subsidy removal has a very negative effect on Institution undergraduate students, and such negative effects include lack of adequate funds to manage the institution, poor pay for lecturers and lack of research funding for lecturers- the import of this findings is that there was a noticeable drop in number of students who are attending classes, participating in general school activities and as well the lecturers whose salary have not been increased could not possibly pay for journal papers in USD; all these reduced the academic performance of institution students.
More so, the study also revealed that the institution lecturers did not receive any financial incentives during and after the fuel subsidy removal which caused lack of interest in teaching by lecturers. Lack of interest in learning by students due to hunger, rape, untimely death by cohabitation, unwanted pregnancy, cyber fraud were all part of the pointers to the effect of the new economic realities in the country, as students who cannot cope with the new economic realities either dropped out or took to other vices.

More so, it was also found that there are possible ways to mitigate these negative effects of fuel subsidy removal on Institution students in north central and these ways include-by increasing lecturers pay, flexible car and house loans. and making accessible research grants.
More so, it was also found that there are possible ways to mitigate these negative effects of fuel subsidy removal on Institution students in North-Central and these ways include-by increasing lecturers pay, flexible car and house loans. and making accessible research grants

5.2
CONCLUSION

The removal of fuel subsidy no doubt has dire consequences across all sectors. However, the education sector which is the energy house of the every nation has had it very bad in the face of this. Given this, the study from the available data found that fuel Subsidy removal has a very negative effect on Institution undergraduate students, and such negative effects include lack of adequate funds to manage the institution, poor pay for lecturers and lack of research funding for lecturers and also it was found that there are possible ways to mitigate these negative effects of fuel subsidy removal on Institution students in North-Central and these ways include-by increasing lecturers pay, flexible car and house loans. and making accessible research grants. From the findings made herein, the study concludes that the institution education in Nigeria have had it very difficult to grapple with the negative effect of the fuel subsidy removal, and the group of people who are at the receiving end of it are primarily the undergraduate students as many have had to resort to socially dangerous lifestyle and morally decayed acts to sustain their stay in the institution.

 While the above stated is the present reality, one can say that it has enormous consequences if not properly checked by the government as the education culture will be badly affected while the next generation of leaders will not emerge- this will lead to serious socio-economic and political consequences capable of drawing the nations growth backward. Thus, the social and moral outcomes of this present realities in the economy could be addressed by orientating the students on the need to adjust to the economic realities and as well manage properly palliatives provided by government; it is through this that the students will be able to avoid social and moral temptations brought about by this hardship.

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS

i. The social and moral outcomes of this present realities in the economy could be addressed by orientating the students on the need to adjust to the economic realities and as well manage properly palliatives provided by government; it is through this that the students will be able to avoid social and moral temptations brought about by this hardship.

ii. Tertiary institutions management should implement non-monetary incentives such as professional development opportunities, recognition programs, and flexible work arrangements to boost morale. This can be established by formulating a task force to explore alternative motivators and gauge their effectiveness through feedback mechanisms.

iii. Tertiary institutions managements should establish a transport support system or allowance to offset increased commuting expenses for academic staff and students To achieve this, the same management should conduct a survey to gauge the financial burden on staff post-subsidy removal and implement tailored financial aid mechanisms accordingly
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