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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 	BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 
Community journalism has emerged as a potent force with the potential to induce social change, finding particular resonance in rural areas where it fosters local engagement and addresses unique challenges (Claussen, 2008). In the Kwara State context, characterized by its diverse rural communities, community journalism holds promise for bridging the urban-rural information gap and empowering rural populations (Chuma, 2017). Despite their significant contributions to the state's social, economic, and agricultural sectors, rural regions in Kwara State grapple with challenges such as limited access to essential services and a pervasive lack of information (Ademolu, 2018). 
This information gap not only hinders the development of these areas but also impacts the well-being of their inhabitants. Kwara State's media landscape, a blend of traditional and modern outlets, tends to favor urban areas, leaving rural regions with restricted access to mainstream media (Nwabueze, 2013). To fully comprehend the landscape of community journalism and rural reporting, it is imperative to consider a global perspective. Global efforts in media development and the representation of rural communities provide a foundation for understanding the challenges specific to Kwara State. Various strategies, both successful and unsuccessful, have been employed globally, reflecting the complex nature of the endeavor (Claussen, 2008). 
Examining the implications of these efforts and the results achieved is crucial for understanding the evolution of community journalism in the Kwara State context. Efforts to bridge the challenges of rural reporting have been multifaceted, incorporating global best practices and localized strategies. For instance, initiatives such as media literacy programs and technological interventions have been employed globally (Claussen, 2008). These endeavors aimed to enhance the accessibility and effectiveness of media channels in rural areas. However, the dynamic nature of community journalism and rural reporting necessitates an exploration of both successful and unsuccessful strategies.
The implications of these global efforts resonate in the Kwara State context, where rural reporting faces unique challenges. Successful strategies often involve community participation, emphasizing the importance of engaging local residents in the reporting process (Chadha, 2007). In contrast, unsuccessful strategies may overlook the cultural and linguistic diversity present in rural regions, limiting their effectiveness. The need for context-specific approaches is evident, highlighting the importance of understanding the local nuances of rural reporting. Localized strategies in rural reporting have been implemented, with varying degrees of success.
In Kwara State, attempts to overcome obstacles including scarce resources, inadequate infrastructure, and language hurdles have yielded both successes and failures. For example, initiatives focused on training local reporters and improving infrastructure in specific regions have shown promise. However, maintaining these initiatives is difficult, especially in places where persistent problems like inadequate power supplies and bad road networks exist. Understanding the intricate dynamics of these efforts provides valuable insights into the evolution of community journalism in the Kwara State context. It underscores the importance of adapting global best practices to local conditions and developing sustainable solutions that consider the specific challenges faced by rural regions. Community journalism, as an integral component of rural reporting, plays a pivotal role in disseminating information to rural dwellers. The essence lies in actively involving local communities in the reporting process, giving them a voice and fostering a sense of empowerment (Chadha, 2007). 
This symbiotic relationship is vital in addressing the challenges faced by rural reporting in Kwara State. A complex narrative formed by the convergence of global and local processes is presented by community journalism and its challenges of rural reporting in Kwara State. For journalists covering rural Kwara State communities, the confluence of the state's fast-moving global media landscape from the digital gap to the emergence of social media brings particularly difficult circumstances. 
In the field of community journalism and the difficulties associated with reporting in Moro LGA in Kwara State, a strong case is made for the vital role that local reporters play as promoters of social cohesion and community development. These journalists serve as a link between the distinct stories embedded in rural life and the global information dynamics at play, working at the grassroots level. These reporters' struggles, which included having little access to digital devices to negotiating culturally disparate environments, highlight how delicate the information ecosystems in Kwara State. 
Nonetheless, the case for the critical significance of community journalism becomes stronger precisely in the face of these difficulties. These reporters not only spread information but also give communities a voice by giving them a platform because of their deep awareness of local dynamics. Beyond the immediate difficulties, the argument goes on to highlight how important good rural reporting is for community resilience, civic involvement, and the maintenance of different cultural identities in the face of global media changes, in addition to being a journalistic commitment. Serving as an essential channel for local news, knowledge, and community involvement, rural reporting has been crucial in providing information to rural residents. 
To bridge challenges in rural reporting, community journalism must be strategically employed. This involves not only addressing immediate obstacles such as limited resources and infrastructure but also actively involving local communities in the news creation process. By doing so, community journalism can tap into the unique perspectives and concerns of rural dwellers, ensuring that their voices are heard and their stories are accurately represented (Reader & Sonderman, 2007). 
Community journalism becomes a medium through which the rich tapestry of rural life can be accurately depicted. Despite its potential, rural reporting has not been fully utilized for rural development in Kwara State. This underutilization can be attributed to various factors, including the challenges of limited resources, infrastructural limitations, and language barriers (Anyokwu, 2016). Digital literacy and lack of technology infrastructure might limit the impact and reach of rural reporting initiatives. Furthermore, the underrepresentation of rural journalists in national media outlets may reinforce preconceptions and further marginalize rural viewpoints by fostering a lack of sophisticated knowledge of rural dynamics. In order to fully realize the development potential of rural reporting, it is necessary to solve these structural issues, promote cooperation amongst media players, and push for laws that give rural tales top priority in the larger media discourse. Additionally, there may be a lack of recognition of the transformative power of community journalism in driving rural development agendas. Recognizing and addressing these challenges is essential to unlock the full potential of rural reporting for development. Community journalism, when strategically harnessed, can become a catalyst for positive change in rural areas. Its role goes beyond mere information dissemination; it empowers communities to actively participate in their own development. The field of community journalism and rural reporting in Kwara State faces a complex set of challenges that have significant implications for media development and the representation of rural communities. These challenges, collectively, serve as the backdrop for this study and justify the need to investigate the state of community journalism in the Kwara State context. 
1.2 	STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Rural regions have been persistently underrepresented leading to a notable gap in media coverage (Okigbo, 2003). Many media organizations struggle with financial sustainability, making it difficult for them to extend their reach to rural areas. According to (Nwabueze, 2011), this financial strain also impacts the quality of journalism, as it may lead to underpaid journalists and limited resources for in-depth reporting. Additionally, the regulatory framework for media ownership in Kwara State has posed challenges to the development of community journalism. Consequently, ownership patterns are often concentrated in the hands of a few individuals or organizations, which may not prioritize the interests of rural communities. In light of these multifaceted challenges, it is imperative to explore the state of community journalism and rural reporting in Kwara State. Therefore, this study aims to interrogate the dynamics, of community journalism in Moro Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
1.3 	OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
This study aims to achieve the following objectives: 
I.	To investigate the role of community journalism in facilitating rural development within the Moro Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
II.	To assess the effectiveness of communication channels utilized in community journalism practices within Moro Local Government Area of Kwara State.
III.	To analyze the attitudes and perceptions of rural residents towards community journalism initiatives. 
IV.	To identify and examine the specific challenges encountered in rural reporting within the Kwara State media landscape. 
1.4 	RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 I.	What is the role of community journalism in facilitating rural development within Moro Local Government of Kwara State? 
II. 	How effective are the communication channels utilized in community journalism practices within Moro Local Government of Kwara state? 
III. 	What are the attitudes and perceptions of rural residents towards community journalism initiatives? 
IV.	What are the specific challenges encountered in rural reporting within the Kwara State media landscape? 
1.5 	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
The significance of this study unfolds across diverse dimensions, transcending geographical confines to underscore the profound impact of community journalism in rural contexts. It offers a holistic perspective on the importance of this form of journalism, aligning with the specific objectives outlined in the study. Commencing with the investigation into the role of community journalism in facilitating rural development within the context of Kwara State, the significance of this study becomes evident. By shedding light on the transformative potential for rural communities, the research underscores the pivotal role of community journalism in empowerment. It illuminates the influence of community journalism initiatives, providing a platform to amplify the voices and concerns of rural residents. This empowerment holds the promise of fostering improved health outcomes, elevating living conditions, and encouraging heightened civic participation. In essence, the study contributes to the enhancement of rural communities by spotlighting the indispensable role of community journalism in addressing their unique needs. Expanding its impact, the research extends to the broader scale of national development. Rural areas, constituting substantial portions of a nation's territory and population, play a crucial role in overall progress. 
By accentuating the role of community journalism in reporting in Kwara state, this study provides insights for government entities at all levels. Policymakers and government officials can leverage these findings to formulate strategies prioritizing rural well-being, aligning with national development agendas. This research serves as a compelling call to action, urging governments to recognize the vital link between rural development and the nation's prosperity.
1.6 	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The scope of this study encompasses three key dimensions, namely the periodic scope, theoretical scope, and geographic scope. Each of these aspects is carefully defined to establish the boundaries within which the research will unfold. The study's periodic scope delineates the specific timeframe and demographic parameters within which the investigation will be conducted. In terms of the period, the research will focus on the year 2024, providing a contemporary snapshot of the challenges and dynamics of community journalism and rural reporting in Kwara State. This choice is informed by the need to capture the most recent developments and trends in the media landscape. In addition, the study will consider a targeted group of individuals for interrogation, namely journalists and community members. The age range of these participants will be defined, acknowledging the potential variations in experiences and perspectives based on age. This research will specifically concentrate on understanding the challenges faced by both older and younger individuals within the chosen demographic, providing a nuanced view of the issues surrounding community journalism in the selected context. The theoretical scope of the study involves refining the objectives to ensure a structured and comprehensive exploration of the research questions. Rather than replicating the objectives, the theoretical scope will involve framing the investigation within relevant theoretical frameworks. This approach enables a deeper understanding of the underlying concepts and theoretical perspectives that guide the study. 
1.7 	OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
1. Community Journalism: In the context of this study, community journalism refers to the practice of news reporting that is specifically focused on local concerns, events, and development within a specific geographical area or community. It involves actively engaging local residents in the reporting process, amplifying their voices, and fostering a sense of belonging and identity within the community.
2. Challenges: something that needs great mental or physical effort in order to be done successfully and therefore tests a person's ability.
3. Roles: refers to the process of understanding and establishing the expected behaviors and responsibilities associated with a specific position.
4.  Rural Reporting: For the purposes of this research, rural reporting is defined as the practice of covering news and information from rural areas in Kwara State through community journalism platforms. It involves addressing issues specific to rural regions, characterized by lower population densities, unique livelihoods, and particular socio-economic challenges. 
5. Media Landscape: In the context of this study, the media landscape denotes the overall environment of media outlets and communication channels within Kwara State. It includes traditional and modern media platforms such as newspapers, television, online news sources, and community journalism initiatives, influencing the flow of information across urban and rural areas. 
















CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.0 	INTRODUCTION 
This chapter treats on the review of related literatures on the subject under discus and is divided in subheadings as follows; conceptual review; concept of community journalism, its effectiveness in rural contexts, the attitudes and perceptions of rural dwellers towards community journalism, and the multifaceted challenges associated with rural reporting in Kwara State., review of related studies, theoretical review and summary 
2.1 	CONCEPTUAL REVIEW 
2.1.1 	COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
Community journalism is a multifaceted and dynamic facet of the media landscape, playing a pivotal role in the development of rural areas. This critical nexus between journalism and rural development hinges on its multifaceted functions that empower local communities to address pressing issues, engage in social change, and bridge the information gap. At the core of community journalism lies the fundamental role of amplifying local voices, making it a crucial component of rural development (Golding, 2005). In many rural areas, limited access to mainstream media often results in the neglect of local issues and concerns. Community journalism acts as a medium through which rural residents can voice their concerns, share their stories, and advocate for change. It provides a platform for rural communities to articulate their needs and aspirations (Reader & Sonderman, 2007). 
Chuma (2017) underscores this role by emphasizing that community journalism empowers rural residents to become active participants in their own development. By highlighting the challenges and opportunities specific to rural regions, it enables local communities to shape their destinies and work collectively towards common goals. Through this empowerment, community journalism becomes a catalyst for social change, fostering an environment where rural development is driven by the people it directly affects. Rural areas often grapple with the challenge of an information gap, which can hinder their development. These communities may lack access to up-to-date and relevant information on critical subjects such as healthcare, education, local governance, and community initiatives. Community journalism serves as a bridge between government policies and rural realities (Ademolu, 2018). 
One of the fundamental ways community journalisms bridges this gap is through its ability to inform rural populations. Local journalists are embedded within their communities, making them well-positioned to identify and address the specific information needs of rural residents. By reporting on healthcare services, educational opportunities, local governance decisions, and community initiatives, community journalism equips rural populations with the information required to make informed decisions. This information is vital for rural development, as it allows residents to engage effectively in development projects, advocate for their needs, and hold authorities accountable (Beugelsdijk, Kostova, & Roth, 2017). 
Moreover, community journalism offers a more nuanced perspective on government policies and initiatives. It provides a platform for critical analysis and evaluation, ensuring that rural communities are not merely passive recipients of development programs but active participants in shaping these initiatives. In this way, community journalism helps to align government policies with the real needs and aspirations of rural residents, thereby fostering more effective and sustainable development efforts (Lewis, 1991). 
The synergy between community journalism and rural development is further underscored by their shared commitment to fostering local engagement. The success of rural development initiatives hinges on the active participation of local communities, and community journalism serves as a facilitator for this engagement (Golding, 2005). Through in- depth reporting and storytelling, community journalism inspires local residents to take an interest in their surroundings and to become active participants in the development process. It celebrates local successes, showcases community initiatives, and provides a platform for individuals and groups to share their experiences and knowledge. By doing so, community journalism instills a sense of pride and ownership among rural residents, motivating them to contribute to their communities' betterment (Dale, 2015). 
Additionally, community journalism often serves as a watchdog, holding local authorities accountable for their actions and decisions. This accountability is essential for the transparency and effectiveness of rural development efforts. When residents are informed and engaged, they can exert pressure on local officials to prioritize their needs and ensure that development projects are executed as planned. While community journalism has demonstrated its importance in rural development, it faces challenges that need to be addressed to fully realize its potential (Santo, 2012). These challenges include limited resources, digital divides, and sustainability concerns. Many community news outlets struggle to secure funding and resources, which can affect the quality and continuity of their reporting. The digital divide in rural areas also poses challenges, as not all residents have equal access to online news sources (Knight, 2019). However, despite these challenges, community journalism continues to evolve. New technologies offer opportunities to reach rural audiences through online platforms and social media. Collaborations between community news outlets, local organizations, and educational institutions can enhance the sustainability of community journalism initiatives. Community journalism is not merely a conduit for disseminating information; it is a catalyst for rural development. It empowers rural communities by amplifying their voices, bridging the information gap, and fostering local engagement. By empowering rural residents to participate actively in processes that drive their own development, community journalism holds the potential to create more resilient and sustainable rural communities (Wilson & Williams, 2015). 
To fully harness this potential, it is essential to address the challenges facing community journalism and continue to adapt to the changing media landscape. Through these efforts, community journalism will remain a potent force for rural development. Community journalism channels, including local newspapers, community radio stations, and online platforms, have emerged as potent tools in rural development efforts. These channels serve as primary sources of information for rural populations, offering relevant and timely content that bridges the information gap between rural areas and the broader world (Dale,2015). One of the defining characteristics of community journalism's effectiveness is its capacity to establish robust two-way communication channels between journalists and rural communities. This interactivity fosters active participation in dialogue and discussions, a fundamental element of community-driven development (Reader & Sonderman, 2007). 
Rather than presenting one-sided narratives, community journalism invites rural residents to contribute their perspectives, experiences, and concerns. This open dialogue ensures that development initiatives are tailored to the actual needs and aspirations of the community. Furthermore, effective community journalism serves as a catalyst for civic engagement and the formation of social capital within rural communities (Lewis, 1991). By spotlighting local success stories and development initiatives, community journalism nurtures a sense of pride and ownership among rural residents. They see their achievements and endeavors acknowledged and celebrated, motivating them to take an active role in shaping their development trajectory. This sense of community empowerment is pivotal for rural development. When rural residents are engaged and invested in the development process, they are more likely to actively participate in community projects, advocate for their needs, and hold local authorities accountable. This, in turn, enhances the transparency and effectiveness of rural development initiatives. In addition to fostering dialogue and community engagement, community journalism channels play a crucial role in education and information dissemination (Beugelsdijk et al., 2018). 
They provide information on critical subjects such as healthcare, education, local governance, and community initiatives. This information equips rural populations with the knowledge required to make informed decisions and participate in development projects. Without community journalism, rural residents might lack access to these vital resources. As Lewis (1991) emphasizes, community journalism not only provides information but also cultivates social capital within rural communities. Social capital encompasses the networks, relationships, and trust among individuals and groups within a community. By promoting a sense of togetherness and shared purpose, community journalism helps strengthen social capital. This, in turn, facilitates collective action and cooperation among rural residents, making it easier to mobilize resources and expertise for community development projects. In the context of rural development, community journalism's effectiveness extends beyond mere reporting. It serves as a conduit for change, a forum for voices that might otherwise go unheard, and a catalyst for local empowerment. By acknowledging and celebrating the achievements and initiatives of rural communities, community journalism encourages residents to take an active role in shaping their future. This participatory approach to development ensures that rural development is not a top- down process but a collaborative endeavor that reflects the unique context and needs of each community (Golding, 2005). 
However, community journalism faces challenges such as resource constraints and the digital divide in rural areas. To maximize its effectiveness, it is essential to address these challenges by providing adequate support and resources to community news outlets and ensuring that digital infrastructure is accessible to all rural residents. Community journalism channels have emerged as highly effective tools for rural development. While community journalism continues to evolve, it has already demonstrated its immense potential in empowering rural communities, bridging information gaps, and fostering local engagement. By informing and empowering these communities, it contributes to their growth and success, effectively bridging the information gap and promoting participatory development (Ademolu, 2018). 
Despite its challenges, community journalism remains a potent catalyst for rural development. As a dynamic and multifaceted facet of the media landscape, community journalism is essential for addressing the unique needs and aspirations of rural communities, empowering them to shape their destinies and fostering an environment where rural development is driven by the people it directly affects (Chuma, 2017). While community journalism has demonstrated its importance in rural development, it must continue to adapt to the changing media landscape and address the challenges it faces, including limited resources, digital divides, and sustainability concerns. In essence, community journalism represents a powerful force in rural development, facilitating social change, fostering local engagement, and amplifying the voices of rural residents. By informing and empowering these communities, it contributes to their growth and success, effectively bridging the information gap and promoting participatory development (Ademolu, 2018). 
Despite its challenges, community journalism remains a potent catalyst for rural development. As a dynamic and multifaceted facet of the media landscape, community journalism is essential for addressing the unique needs and aspirations of rural communities, empowering them to shape their destinies and fostering an environment where rural development is driven by the people it directly affects (Chuma, 2017). While community journalism has demonstrated its importance in rural development, it must continue to adapt to the changing media landscape and address the challenges it faces, including limited resources, digital divides, and sustainability concerns. To fully harness the potential of community journalism, it is imperative to provide support for community news outlets, address digital disparities in rural areas, and ensure that it remains a sustainable and evolving force for positive change in rural development (Wilson & Williams, 2015). 
2.1.2 	RURAL REPORTING 
Rural reporting, an integral aspect of journalism, is a specialized field that is dedicated to covering news and information from rural areas. While there is no single, universally accepted definition of rural reporting, scholars have provided valuable insights into its core characteristics. According to Jain (2009), rural reporting primarily concerns itself with events and issues specific to rural regions. These areas are often characterized by lower population densities, distinct livelihoods, and unique socio-economic challenges. In essence, rural reporting aims to capture the intricacies, diversity, and distinctive features of rural life. What sets rural reporting apart, as Jain (2009) highlights, is that it transcends mere geographic considerations. It delves deeper into the culture, traditions, and socio-political dynamics of rural communities.
Gupta and Gahlaut (2016) echo this perspective by emphasizing that rural reporting involves "reporting from the margins." This approach centers on areas located beyond urban centers and prioritizes issues that are particularly relevant to rural life. Moreover, Gupta and Gahlaut (2016) stress the pivotal role that rural reporting plays in bridging the urban-rural information divide. In the context of rural reporting, it's crucial to appreciate its multi-faceted nature. Rural regions are characterized by their unique challenges and opportunities, which warrant in-depth exploration. As Dutta (2009) notes, rural reporting necessitates thorough research and close engagement with local communities. This entails on-site visits, interviews, and participant observation to gain a comprehensive understanding of the issues that concern rural populations. These direct experiences contribute to the authenticity and depth of rural reporting. Additionally, rural reporting often relies on local sources and experts who provide valuable insights and context, as suggested by Bertrand (2017). Multimedia plays a substantial role in rural reporting, as highlighted by Bertrand (2017). Formats such as video, audio, and photography are instrumental in effectively presenting rural issues. These multimedia elements not only engage the audience but also enhance comprehension, especially for those who may be less familiar with rural life. Narrative reporting techniques, as proposed by Jain (2009), are also prevalent in rural reporting. Storytelling is a powerful tool in conveying the human aspects of rural life, offering readers and viewers a more relatable perspective. The narratives in rural reporting help bridge the gap between urban and rural audiences, enabling a deeper understanding of the challenges and triumphs of rural communities(Ibrahim, 2017). 
Rural reporting is a specialized field within journalism that is dedicated to covering events and issues specific to rural areas. Its definitions emphasize the need to understand the culture, traditions, and socio-political dynamics of rural communities, moving beyond geographic considerations (Ibrahim, 2017). By reporting from rural regions and focusing on local concerns, rural reporting serves as a bridge between urban and rural information landscapes. Its methodologies include in- depth research, community engagement, and the use of multimedia, all of which contribute to its authenticity and impact. 
2.1.3   THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY JOURNALISM IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Community journalism helps promote local development by informing people about government policies, development programs, and opportunities. It also serves to bring attention to local issues such as education, health, agriculture, and infrastructure. By giving people a platform to voice their concerns, it fosters civic participation and social change.
Community journalism is a powerful tool for rural development as it provides a platform for local voices and perspectives, facilitates communication between rural populations and external bodies, and fosters social change. In rural areas, where access to mainstream media is often limited, community journalism plays a critical role in bridging the information gap, raising awareness, and promoting sustainable development. Below is a detailed explanation of the various roles that community journalism plays in rural development. (Williams, 2015).
1. Information Dissemination
One of the primary functions of community journalism is the dissemination of information relevant to local communities. In rural areas, where people often have limited access to mainstream media outlets, community journalism serves as an important source of news. Journalists in rural communities report on local issues, government policies, market trends, weather updates, health tips, and educational opportunities.
By keeping rural residents informed, community journalism empowers them to make better decisions, whether it concerns agricultural practices, family health, or local government programs. For instance, farmers in rural areas rely on information about weather forecasts, agricultural innovations, or government subsidies to plan their activities and improve productivity.
2. Advocacy and Empowerment
Community journalists often advocate for the needs and rights of marginalized groups, ensuring that their issues are highlighted. In rural communities, where social inequalities and economic challenges are prevalent, community journalism acts as a voice for the voiceless. Rural populations, including women, youth, and indigenous groups, often lack platforms to raise concerns about their rights or the lack of resources. Community journalists act as their champions, drawing attention to issues such as inadequate healthcare, lack of infrastructure, and discrimination.
Through local news reports and storytelling, journalists bring awareness to local problems, mobilize the community to take action, and press for solutions. This advocacy can lead to tangible outcomes, such as improved infrastructure, better educational facilities, or more inclusive policies that cater to the needs of rural populations.
3. Promoting Local Governance and Accountability
Community journalism plays a pivotal role in strengthening local governance by promoting transparency and accountability. In rural areas, the distance between the government and its people can result in a lack of accountability and the neglect of important issues. Local journalists act as watchdogs, reporting on local government activities, including budget allocations, implementation of projects, and public service delivery.
When rural journalists cover the actions of local officials, they hold them accountable for their promises and actions. Investigative journalism can uncover corruption or inefficiencies in local governance, thereby pressuring authorities to act in the best interests of rural communities. By highlighting local governance issues, community journalists create an informed citizenry that can demand better services and greater accountability from their leaders.
4. Preserving Local Culture and Identity
Community journalism helps preserve the rich cultural heritage of rural areas by documenting and promoting local traditions, languages, festivals, art forms, and practices. In many rural communities, cultural identity is closely tied to the land and communal values. Community journalists play an important role in celebrating and safeguarding these aspects of local life.
By telling stories that reflect the unique history, customs, and practices of a rural community, community journalism fosters pride and unity. It also ensures that future generations remain connected to their cultural roots, creating a sense of belonging and continuity. In some cases, this kind of journalism has contributed to the revitalization of indigenous languages and traditional art forms, which may have otherwise been overlooked or forgotten.
5. Educational Support and Awareness Campaigns in rural areas
Community journalism serves as an educational tool by providing information that can help improve literacy, health, and overall well-being in rural areas. Rural communities are often at a disadvantage when it comes to accessing educational materials or services, and community journalism can bridge this gap. Local newspapers, radio programs, and online platforms can be used to deliver important information on issues such as:
· Health and Hygiene: Community journalists can provide guidance on preventing diseases, promoting good hygiene practices, and informing people about available healthcare services.
· Agricultural Practices: Community journalism can promote the latest farming techniques, crop diseases, and pest control methods, helping farmers increase their yields and incomes.
· Gender Equality: Journalists can highlight gender-specific challenges in rural areas, advocate for women's rights, and promote gender-sensitive policies.
Moreover, these informational campaigns can be presented in an accessible and culturally relevant manner, helping rural populations understand complex topics that might otherwise be out of reach.
6. Economic Development and Local Business Support
Community journalism plays an important role in fostering local economic development by supporting and promoting rural businesses. Through the publication of success stories, profiles of local entrepreneurs, and announcements of market events, journalists can help increase the visibility of small-scale businesses and local markets. This can encourage trade, investment, and innovation within the community.
Additionally, local journalists may work with rural businesses to advertise job openings, promote products, or inform people about new business opportunities. By fostering a sense of community pride and loyalty toward local businesses, community journalism can contribute to the growth of the rural economy and reduce the migration of people to urban centers.
7. Conflict Resolution and Social Cohesion
In rural areas, social tensions and conflicts can arise from various sources, including land disputes, ethnic divisions, or political disagreements. Community journalists can play a role in resolving these conflicts by providing unbiased, constructive coverage that promotes dialogue, understanding, and cooperation among different groups. Through storytelling and discussions, journalists can create spaces for debate and conflict resolution, helping to build bridges between different social or ethnic groups.
Moreover, by focusing on issues that unite the community—such as shared cultural practices or common goals—community journalism helps foster social cohesion and solidarity. This is particularly important in areas where divisions could otherwise threaten long-term peace and development.
8. Mobilizing Support for Development Projects
Community journalism can act as a catalyst for mobilizing support for rural development initiatives. Whether it’s a new water supply project, the construction of a school, or the implementation of a government policy, journalists can inform the community about the benefits and goals of such projects. By raising awareness and creating a sense of ownership, journalists can help ensure that rural residents actively participate in development processes.
In some cases, community journalism also helps in the mobilization of external support, whether from non-governmental organizations, international aid, or government programs. By highlighting the needs of the community, local journalists can attract resources and investments that benefit the rural population.
9. Building Local Networks and Community Engagement
Finally, community journalism creates networks of individuals and organizations that can work together toward common goals. By organizing public forums, radio discussions, or online engagement activities, community journalists provide platforms where people can share ideas, voice concerns, and collaborate on local issues. These networks can then be used to mobilize people around specific causes, such as environmental conservation, youth development, or community health. Such engagement fosters a sense of collective responsibility and empowers individuals to become active participants in their community’s development.
Community journalism plays a crucial role in rural development by bridging the information gap, fostering local accountability, promoting cultural heritage, and driving economic growth. Through its advocacy and education efforts, community journalism empowers rural populations to take control of their future, encouraging active participation in local governance and development. However, to realize its full potential, community journalism needs continued support in terms of training, resources, and access to modern technology. With these tools, it can be a transformative force in rural areas, improving the quality of life and contributing to sustainable development. (Nwabueze, 2011).
2.1.4 ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS OF RURAL DWELLERS TOWARDS COMMUNITY JOURNALISM IN KWARA STATE
The attitudes and perceptions of rural dwellers play a pivotal role in understanding the effectiveness of community journalism in rural areas. Numerous studies have underscored the significance of these factors, shedding light on how rural residents engage with local news sources and the impact of community journalism on their lives. Research indicates that rural communities often place a significantly higher level of trust in local news sources compared to national or international ones (Chadha, 2007). 
This heightened trust is rooted in the perception that community journalism is more relatable and relevant to their daily lives. Rural residents frequently view local news outlets as entities that prioritize their unique concerns and interests, creating a sense of connection and trust. The local news source is often perceived as a reliable window into the immediate community's happenings, contributing to the overall credibility and authenticity of the information (Dale, 2015). One of the key factors contributing to this elevated trust is community journalism's capacity to reflect the nuanced experiences and concerns of rural populations (Van Den Hemel, 2019). The relevance and authenticity of news stories and reporting are bolstered when rural residents see their own experiences, challenges, and achievements represented in the content. Community journalists are embedded within the communities they serve, allowing them to identify and address the specific information needs of rural residents. This in-depth understanding of local dynamics contributes to the trustworthiness of community journalism, as rural dwellers perceive it as a reliable source that resonates with their lives (Lewis, 1991). 
Furthermore, the concept of proximity plays a vital role in shaping rural residents' attitudes and perceptions of community journalism. Rural communities often view community journalists as insiders who understand the local culture, issues, and aspirations. This proximity fosters a sense of shared identity and trust, as rural residents believe that community journalists are more likely to represent their interests accurately (Golding, 2005). The belief that information is derived from within the community also bolsters the credibility and trustworthiness of community journalism. The perception that news is generated and disseminated by individuals who are part of the same community enhances the authenticity of the reporting. This aspect is particularly important in rural areas, where residents often value the "insider" perspective that community journalism offers (Santo, 2012). Studies have consistently highlighted that the intimate and localized nature of community journalism contributes to rural residents' sense of trust and credibility in local news sources (Beugelsdijk et al., 2018). As a result, these local news outlets become the primary source of information for rural residents, providing them with essential knowledge on various topics, including healthcare services, educational opportunities, local governance decisions, and community initiatives (Ademolu, 2018). 
In essence, rural dwellers' attitudes and perceptions of community journalism are deeply intertwined with their sense of trust and credibility in local news sources. The proximity of community journalists to the communities they serve, the relatability and relevance of news content, and the perception that information emanates from within the community collectively contribute to the effectiveness of community journalism in rural areas. Understanding and harnessing these factors are critical for community journalism to continue playing a pivotal role in empowering rural communities, bridging the information gap, and fostering local engagement. These attitudes and perceptions also highlight the potential for community journalism to serve as a catalyst for rural development by establishing trust and credibility with rural residents (Chuma, 2017). By addressing the unique needs and concerns of rural communities and reflecting their experiences, community journalism can continue to empower rural populations and play an essential role in fostering an environment where rural development is driven by the people it directly affects (Wilson & Williams, 2015). 
2.1.5	CHALLENGES OF RURAL REPORTING IN KWARA STATE 
The practice of rural reporting in Kwara State encounters a myriad of challenges that significantly impede the realization of community journalism's full potential. These obstacles encompass a wide range of issues, from resource constraints to infrastructural limitations, creating hurdles that affect the growth and effectiveness of community journalism in rural Kwara State. 
Inadequate Resources: One of the primary challenges faced by community journalism in rural Kwara State is the scarcity of resources, encompassing both financial support and skilled reporters (Anyokwu, 2016). Many community journalism platforms struggle to secure adequate funding, resulting in limitations in their ability to generate high-quality content. Skilled journalists are essential for producing meaningful and impactful stories, but without the necessary resources, the recruitment and retention of such professionals can be challenging. 
Infrastructure-Related Issues: Challenges related to infrastructure further hinder community journalism's effectiveness in rural Kwara State. Poor road networks, inadequate electricity supply, and other infrastructural deficiencies can hamper the distribution of newspapers and the broadcasting of radio signals in rural areas (Ibrahim, 2017). The physical limitations imposed by infrastructure directly affect the reach and accessibility of community journalism outlets, making it difficult to serve remote and underserved communities. Moreover, many rural areas continue to grapple with limited access to the internet, which restricts the reach of online community journalism platforms. 
Language and Literacy Barriers: Language and literacy barriers present additional obstacles to effective community journalism in rural Kwara State (Nwabueze, 2013). Kwara State is linguistically diverse, with numerous local languages spoken across the state. This linguistic diversity can limit the effectiveness of communication, as community journalism outlets must contend with reaching audiences who may not be fluent in the official language. Furthermore, varying literacy levels within rural populations can hinder information dissemination. Community journalism must navigate these linguistic and literacy challenges to effectively communicate with and engage rural audiences.
Rural-Urban Information Divide: The rural-urban information divide is another significant challenge faced by community journalism in Kwara State. Much of the content and focus of mainstream, urban-based journalism often fails to address the unique concerns and interests of rural populations (Osuji & Anyanwu, 2019). Urban-centric reporting may not resonate with rural readers or viewers, and it may not adequately capture the specific issues faced by rural communities. This rural-urban information gap can lead to a sense of disconnection and underrepresentation among rural audiences. Community journalism in rural Kwara State faces formidable challenges, including limited resources, infrastructural constraints, language and literacy barriers, and the rural-urban information divide. These obstacles collectively hinder the growth and effectiveness of community journalism in serving the information needs of rural communities. 
2.2 	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
A theoretical framework for comprehending the dynamics of community journalism in rural Kwara State relies on the incorporation of various communication and development theories. Among these theories, This Theory offer valuable insights into the processes and outcomes of community journalism in rural contexts. 
2.1.1	Developmental Media Theory
According to the Development Media Theory, mass media can be used to help a country or society grow to a large extent. This is because media can assist us in broadening the public' information demands in order to make them wiser in various aspects of life. According to the Development Media Theory, mass media can be used to help a country or society grow to a large extent. This is because media can assist us in broadening the public' information demands in order to make them wiser in various aspects of life. 
Developmental Media Theory was primarily developed by Nerone and Schramm in the mid-20th century, although it has evolved over time with contributions from various scholars. The theory has its roots in the works of Wilbur Schramm, who is widely regarded as one of the pioneers in communication studies. Schramm, alongside other scholars, advocated for the idea that media should play a proactive role in the development of nations and communities, particularly in the Global South.
The theory emphasizes the media's potential to support social, political, and economic development. It argues that media should not just reflect existing conditions but should actively promote growth and positive change within society, focusing on issues like education, poverty reduction, and democratic governance.
Developmental Media Theory offers a valuable lens through which to view community journalism, highlighting its potential to drive local development and social change. Community journalism plays a critical role in shaping local discourse, fostering civic engagement, and promoting social change. However, it faces substantial challenges, including limited resources, political pressure, and a lack of professional training. To truly fulfill its developmental role, community journalism must overcome these challenges while leveraging its unique position within local communities to foster informed, engaged, and empowered citizens.
In this regard, development of both technological and journalistic capacity—through training, investment, and support from stakeholders—becomes crucial in enabling community journalism to meet its full potential in contributing to local development.
2.1.2	Social Responsibility Theory 
The Social Responsibility Theory was formally designed by Siebert, Peterson, and Schrann in 1956 in their book “Four Theories of the Media ”. Which was later developed and advanced by other scholars. The theory emerged in the mid-twentieth century. During the 17th and 18th centuries, libertarian principles gave absolute freedom to the media which caused journalists to publish whatever they liked not necessarily for the public good. Public uproar about media operations negated the emergence of Social responsibility theory which gave the premise for professionalism in media to be taken seriously.
Social Responsibility Theory is a key communication theory that asserts that the media, as a vital component of a democratic society, has a responsibility to serve the public interest. The theory advocates that media outlets should not only focus on profits or entertainment but also contribute to the well-being of society by providing accurate, balanced, and timely information. It promotes the idea that media should function as a "watchdog," holding government and other institutions accountable, while also educating and informing the public on important social, political, and cultural issues. 
Social Responsibility Theory posits that media outlets have an obligation to serve the public interest. This includes providing accurate information, promoting social order, and contributing to democratic processes. Journalists are seen as the “watchdogs” of society, ensuring that the needs of the public are met by holding the government and institutions accountable
When applied to community journalism in Kwara State, Social Responsibility Theory provides a framework for understanding the important role of local journalists in serving the interests of their communities. In this context, community journalists are seen as responsible agents who should contribute to the local development, civic engagement, and social welfare of the people in Kwara State.
2.3 	EMPIRICAL REVIEW 
Community journalism serves as a critical conduit for rural reporting by amplifying local voices and bridging the information gap. Its effectiveness in rural contexts is underpinned by its multifaceted functions, empowering local communities to address pressing issues, engage in social change, and foster a sense of belonging and identity (Golding, 2021). The dynamics of community journalism, especially in rural reporting, are influenced by several factors, and this empirical review seeks to explore these in detail. One fundamental aspect of community journalism's effectiveness in rural reporting is the higher level of trust rural communities place in local news sources compared to national or international ones (Chadha, 2023). Rural residents perceive community journalism as more relatable and relevant to their daily lives. This heightened degree of trust is attributed to community journalism's ability to reflect the nuanced experiences and concerns of rural populations, reinforcing the idea that the information originates from within the community, making it more credible and trustworthy (Van Den Hemel, 2022). 
In rural reporting, local opinion leaders or "gatekeepers" play a pivotal role in the flow of information (Lazarsfeld et al., 2024). These individuals often mediate and interpret news content before disseminating it to the wider population. Rural communities, characterized by close-knit dynamics, frequently rely on these gatekeepers to clarify and contextualize information from external sources. Understanding the role of local gatekeepers is essential for community journalism to effectively serve its purpose in rural reporting. Community journalism channels contribute to the formation of social capital within rural communities (Wilson & Williams, 2021). Social capital encompasses the networks, relationships, and trust among individuals and groups within a community. By promoting a sense of togetherness and shared purpose, community journalism helps strengthen social capital, facilitating collective action and cooperation among rural residents. This, in turn, makes it easier to mobilize resources and expertise for community development projects. 
Community journalism is instrumental in effectively disseminating information on critical subjects such as healthcare, education, local governance, and community initiatives (Ademolu, 2021). Rural residents often lack access to up-to-date and relevant information on these topics. Community journalism acts as a bridge between government policies and rural realities. Local journalists, embedded within their communities, are well-positioned to identify and address the specific information needs of rural residents. This information equips rural populations with the knowledge required to make informed decisions, participate in development projects, and hold authorities accountable. In the context of rural reporting, narrative reporting techniques are instrumental (Jain, 2020). Storytelling is a powerful tool for conveying the human aspects of rural life, offering readers and viewers a more relatable perspective. The narratives in rural reporting help bridge the gap between urban and rural audiences, enabling a deeper understanding of the challenges and triumphs of rural communities. 
Community journalism is an invaluable tool for rural reporting, it is not without its challenges. These obstacles, ranging from resource constraints to infrastructural limitations, significantly impede the realization of community journalism's potential in rural reporting. One of the primary challenges in rural reporting is the scarcity of resources, including financial support and skilled reporters (Anyokwu, 2022). Without proper funding and well-trained journalists, community journalism platforms struggle to generate high-quality content, which, in turn, diminishes their impact Infrastructure-related issues, such as poor road networks and inadequate electricity supply, contribute to the difficulties in distributing newspapers and broadcasting radio signals in rural areas (Ibrahim, 2022). This impacts the reach and accessibility of community journalism outlets. 
Furthermore, the digital divide in rural areas also poses challenges, as not all residents have equal access to online news sources. Language and literacy barriers are additional hurdles that community journalism faces in rural Kwara State (Nwabueze, 2023). These challenges can limit the effectiveness of communication and hinder information dissemination, particularly in linguistically diverse regions. The rural-urban information divide also contributes to the challenges faced by community journalism. The content and focus of urban-based journalism often fail to address the unique concerns of rural populations (Osuji & Anyanwu, 2019). As community journalism evolves, the transition to digital platforms is met with challenges, particularly in rural reporting. The digital divide becomes more pronounced in areas with limited access to the internet (Waldron, 2024). Online platforms may not reach the entirety of the rural audience, creating disparities in information access. 
Many community journalism outlets struggle to secure funding and resources, which can affect the quality and continuity of their reporting (Knight, 2023). Sustainability concerns often loom large, leading to uncertainties in the long-term viability of rural reporting efforts. Rural reporting through community journalism requires cultural sensitivity and an in-depth understanding of the traditions, customs, and socio-political dynamics of the rural communities (Gupta & Gahlaut, 2023). Journalists need to navigate the intricate fabric of rural life and represent the rural populace accurately. Failing to do so may lead to misinterpretations or misrepresentations of rural issues. 
Community journalism thrives when rural communities are actively involved in the selection of stories that matter to them (Beugelsdijk et al., 2021). This participatory approach allows rural residents to prioritize the issues they consider important, fostering a sense of agency and ownership over the content. It also ensures that rural reporting resonates with the community's concerns and needs. Effective rural reporting often involves collaborations and partnerships between community journalism outlets, local organizations, and educational institutions (Knight, 2023). These collaborations help enhance the sustainability of community journalism initiatives. Local organizations can provide resources, while educational institutions can train and support the next generation of rural reporters. Some community journalism platforms in rural reporting have adopted hybrid models that incorporate traditional print or broadcast media with online content (Waldron, 2023). This approach enables the use of both digital and conventional methods to reach a broader rural audience, addressing the digital divide while still serving those who prefer traditional media. 
Beyond reporting, community journalism in rural areas can serve as advocates for rural development initiatives (Chuma, 2024). By giving voice to rural residents and showcasing their initiatives, community journalism empowers communities to advocate for change and development projects that align with their aspirations. Engaging the youth is a key factor in the success of community journalism and rural reporting (Ademolu, 2023). In rural areas, where the youth often seek better opportunities in urban centers, community journalism can provide a platform for young voices to express their concerns, ideas, and aspirations. Engaging the youth in reporting and storytelling contributes to intergenerational knowledge exchange and community development. 
Rural reporting, facilitated by community journalism, can play a vital role in preserving and promoting local cultures and traditions (Gupta & Gahlaut, 2024). By documenting and sharing cultural practices, rural journalism platforms contribute to the continuity of heritage and the sense of identity among rural populations. Narrative storytelling in rural reporting can serve as a powerful tool for advocacy. It not only informs but also moves people to take action and participate in community initiatives. Rural journalists often use storytelling techniques to create emotional connections between rural issues and the wider public (Jain, 2022). Community journalism in rural reporting is instrumental in preserving and sharing indigenous knowledge, especially regarding traditional agriculture, natural resource management, and local healing practices. This knowledge is often critical for the survival and sustainability of rural communities (Birner et al., 2020). Community journalism is an indispensable tool in rural reporting, enabling the amplification of local voices, bridging information gaps, and fostering community engagement. However, challenges related to resources, infrastructure, language barriers, and digital transitions must be addressed to fully unlock its potential in rural contexts. As community journalism continues to adapt to the changing media landscape, it remains a potent catalyst for rural development and an essential force in addressing the unique needs and aspirations of rural communities. 













CHAPTER THREE
3.0	RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	Research methodology simply refers to the practical of any given piece of research. More specifically, it's about how the researcher systematically design a study to ensure valid and reliable results that address the research aims and objectives.
             This chapter covers the methodology adopted in gathering of relevant information needed for actualization of the objectives of the study. The chapter is therefore discuss under the heading of research design, population of the study, sample size and sample techniques, instrument for data collection, validation of the instrument, reliability of the instrument, method of data collection and analysis.
3.1	RESEARCH DESIGN 
          According to Agbayewa (2003); "Research design is the plan, structure, strategy and investigation adopted to obtain answers to a research question and control variance"
          Therefore, the researcher will adopt survey research method which will be based on a personally administered questionnaire. The aim of survey is to provide empirical data collected from a population of respondents on which valid conclusions can be made.
3.2	POPULATION OF THE STUDY 
	Population of the study according to Ogile (2005: P. 53) “involves a group of persons or aggregate items, things the researcher is interested in getting information from the study”. Population refers to all cases or individuals that fit a certain specification (Ohaja, 2003). 
The population of this study consists of the residents of Moro Local Government in Kwara state. The total population of Moro LGA is 163,200, according to 2006 population census (Google search 2025).  
3.3	SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUES	
	A sample is a representative of the whole population. Osuala (1992). Sampling is taken to be any proportion of a population as a representative of that population. Ogili (2005) defines sample as the actual number of or part of the study of population that is objectively selected for the purpose. Sampling is necessary because the entire population cannot be studied as it may be too large and cannot be controlled. The sampling technique adopt that will be for this study is simple random sampling technique which gives every member of the population the chance of selection. 
One hundred (100) respondents from Moro L.G.A were selected from the population using simple random sampling technique.
3.4 	RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 
	For the purpose of this study, one research instrument will be used is google form format, the questionnaire will be divided into two sections, the first section will identify the bio data characteristic of the respondents. The second section will examine the community journalism, its roles and challenges in reporting in kwara state. The questionnaire will be share on google form.


3.5	VALIDATION OF INSTRUMENT 
	To determine the fact and content validity of the instrument, the drafted copy of the questionnaire will be given to the supervisor to read and after necessary correction, the researcher will go to the field if administer the questionnaire.  
3.6	RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT
	Reliability is crucial aspects of ensuring the quality and trustworthiness of research instruments. Reliability refers to the extent to which the instrument produces stable and consistent results. The pre-testing will involve administering the survey questionnaire to a small sample of residents of Moro Local Government Area in Kwara state, and soliciting their feedback on the clarity, relevance, and appropriateness of the questions. The feedback will be used to revise and refine the survey questionnaire before the main data collection.
3.7	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 
	In analyzing the data gathered for this research work descriptive analysis will be adopted, using frequency count and simple percent. 
3.8	 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
The data collected was not an end in itself but it served as a means to an end. The end being the use of the required data to understand the various situations, it is with a view to make valuable recommendations and contributions. To this end, the data collected has to be analysis for any meaningful interpretation to come out with some results. It is for this reason that the following methods were adopted in the research project for the analysis of the data collected. 
For a comprehensive analysis of data collected, emphasis were laid on the use of absolute numbers frequencies of responses and percentages.  Answers to the research questions were provided through the comparison of the percentage of people response to each statement in the questionnaire related to any specified question being considered.
Frequency in this study refers to the arrangement of responses in order of magnitude or occurrence while percentage refers to the arrangements of the responses in order of their proportion. 














CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0 	INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents and analyzes the data collected through the use of questionnaires and interviews. The purpose is to interpret the findings in relation to the research objectives and questions. The data is presented in tabular form and analyzed using percentages for clarity. A total of 100 questionnaires were distributed to respondents, through google form. 
4.1	DATA ANALYSIS 
  	Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summaries collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to derive insights.
  	In this chapter data are organized into tables so that statically and logical conclusion can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity and vetted comprehension.                             
The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers identified problem and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.



TABLE 1: Distribution of Sex of respondents 
	RESPONSES 
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE 

	Male 
	44
	44%

	Female
	56
	56%

	Total 
	100 
	100% 


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
In the response to the question on the distribution of respondents according to their sex, 44 respondents representing 44% of the population are male while 56 representing 56% are female.
TABLE 2: Distribution of the age of respondents 
	RESPONSES 
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE 

	18-30
	89
	89%

	31-40
	11
	11%

	41-50
	0
	0%

	50 and above 
	0
	0%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
In the above table 89 respondents on 89% fall between the age bracket of (18-30)years and 11 respondents on 11% fall between the age bracket of (31-40) years. For the age bracket of (41-50) years, we have 0 respondents on 0% and then 0 respondents 0% for the age 50 years and above.
TABLE 3: Marital Status 
	RESPONSES 
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Single 
	92
	92%

	Married 
	8
	8%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The table above shows the Marital Status of the respondents. According to the table 92 (92%) are single, 8 (8%) are married. 
TABLE 4: Distribution of level of education
	RESPONSES 
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Primary 
	60
	60%

	Secondary 
	21
	21%

	Tertiary 
	20
	20%

	Others 
	9
	9%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
 	The above table shows the number of respondents education and from the table 60 (60%) are primary school level, 21 (21%) secondary school,  while 20 (20%) of the respondents are Tertiary, none are others.
TABLE 5: Occupation 
	      RESPONSES 
	       FREQUENCY 
	      PERCENTAGE 

	Civil servants 
	30
	30%

	Students 
	65
	65%

	Traders 
	4
	4%

	Others
	1
	1%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
Table 5 above shows the occupation of the respondents, according to the table 30(30%) are respondents for civil servant, 65 (65%) are students, 4(4%), of the respondents are traders, while 1 (1%) are others i.e people with their various Occupation. 



TABLE 6: How often do you access news related to your community in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Daily  
	25
	25%

	Weekly
	30
	30%

	Monthly
	20
	20%

	Yearly  
	15
	15%

	Never
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The table above shows that 25 respondents representing 25% often access news related to their community in Moro LGA, 30 (30%) said weekly, 20 (20%) said monthly, 15 (15%) said yearly while 10 (10%) said never. This shows that majority of the respondent do access news related to their community in Moro LGA weekly.
TABLE 7: Do you think there is enough community-oriented reporting in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	70
	70%

	No
	30
	30%

	Not sure
	00
	00%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	From the above table 70 respondents representing 70% think there is enough community oriented reporting in Moro LGA, 30 respondents representing 30% said No, 0 respondents are not sure.




TABLE 8: How familiar are you with the use of technology in journalism?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very familiar  
	90
	90%

	Somewhat familiar
	7
	7%

	Not familiar at all
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The above table shows 90 respondents representing 90% said very familiar, 7 respondents representing 7% said somewhat familiar, 3 respondents representing 3% said not familiar at all. This shows that majority of the respondents are very familiar with the use of technology in journalism.
TABLE 9: How important do you think the role of IT (internet, smartphones, social media, etc.) is in modern news reporting in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very important  
	60
	60%

	Important
	30
	30%

	Not important
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The table above shows that 60 (60%) said very important the role of IT is in modern news reporting in Moro LGA, 30 respondents representing (30%) said is important, 10 (10%) said not important. This shows that majority of the respondents think the role of IT (internet, smartphones, social media, etc) is in modern news reporting in Moro LGA.



TABLE 10: Do you think the use of IT in journalism in Moro LGA has improved the speed and accuracy of news reporting?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	40
	40%

	No
	45
	45%

	Not sure
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The table shows that 40 (40%) of the respondents said yes to the statement, 45 (45%) said no while 15 (15%) are not sure. 
TABLE 11: Is there sufficient IT infrastructure and access (e.g., internet connectivity, devices) to support journalists in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	42
	42%

	No
	48
	48%

	Not sure
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The table shows that 42 (42%) of the respondents said Yes to the above statement, 48 (48%) said No while 10 (10%) are Not sure. 
TABLE 12: Do you believe there is adequate IT infrastructure and support for journalists in Moro LGA? 
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	95
	95%

	No
	5
	5%

	Not sure
	0
	0

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The table shows that 95 (95%) of the respondents said Yes to the above statement, 5 (5%) said No while 0 (0%) are Not sure. This shows that majority of the respondents believe there is adequate IT infrastructure and support for journalists in Moro LGA.
TABLE 13: Do you agree that community journalism plays a significant role in reporting in Kwara State?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree  
	45
	45%

	Agree
	30
	30%

	Neutral
	0
	0%

	Strongly disagree
	20
	20%

	Disagree
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
	The above table 13 shows that 45 respondents representing 45% strongly agree that community journalism play a significant role in reporting in Kwara state, 30 (30%) also agree, 0 (0%) were neutral, 20 (20%) strongly disagree,  while 5(5%) disagree. This shows that majority of the respondent agree to the above statement.
TABLE 14: Did you agree that journalists face challenges when reporting in Moro LGA? 
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree  
	80
	80%

	Agree
	10
	10%

	Neutral
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Disagree
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 14 shows that 80 respondents representing 80% strongly agree that journalists face challenges when reporting in Moro LGA, 10 (10%) also agree, 7 (7%) were neutral, 3 (3%) strongly disagree, while none of the respondents disagree. This shows that majority of the respondent agree to the above statement. 
TABLE 15: Do you think journalists in Moro LGA face any form of threat or harassment while reporting?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree  
	30
	30%

	Agree
	50
	50%

	Neutral
	2
	2%

	Strongly disagree
	8
	8%

	Disagree
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 15 shows that 30 respondents representing 30% strongly agree that journalists in Moro LGA face any form of threat or harassment while reporting, 50 (50%) also agree, 2 (2%) were neutral, 8 (8%) strongly disagree,  while 10(10%) disagree. This shows that majority of the respondent agree to the above statement. 
TABLE 16: Community journalism provides a platform for rural communities to express their needs, concerns and development agendas.
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree  
	60
	60%

	Agree
	20
	20%

	Neutral
	00
	00%

	Strongly disagree
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 16 shows that 60 respondents representing 60% strongly agree that Community journalism provides a platform for rural communities to express their needs, concerns and development agendas. 20 (20%) also agree, 0 (0%) were neutral, 12 (12%) strongly disagree, while 8(8%) disagree. This shows that majority of the respondent agree that Community journalism provides a platform for rural communities to express their needs, concerns and development agendas. 
TABLE 17: Is there any challenges community journalism in Moro LGA face in ensuring accurate and unbiased reporting?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	100
	100%

	No
	00
	00%

	Not sure
	00
	00%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 17 shows that all the 100 respondents representing 100% said Yes that there are challenges community journalism in Moro LGA face in ensuring accurate and unbiased reporting.
TABLE 18: Have you ever encountered or heard of instances where journalists faced threats or challenges while reporting in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	80
	80%

	No
	20
	20%

	Not sure
	00
	00%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 18 shows that 80 respondents representing 80% said Yes they have encountered or heard of instances where journalists faced threats or challenges while reporting in Moro LGA while 20 (20%) said No, they don’t have encountered or heard of instances where journalists faced threats or challenges while reporting in Moro LGA.
TABLE 19: Do you have any suggestions for improving news reporting and community journalism in Moro LGA?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	00
	00%

	No
	90
	90%

	Not sure
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 19 shows that none of the respondents has suggestions for improving news reporting in Moro LGA Kwara state. 
TABLE 20: Is there any roles of community journalism in facilitating rural development within Moro Local Government of Kwara State?
	RESPONSES
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	70
	70%

	No
	30
	30%

	Not sure
	00
	00%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Research Fieldwork, 2025
The above table 20 shows that 70 respondents representing 70% strongly agree that there are roles of community journalism in facilitating rural development within Moro Local Government of Kwara State, 30 (30%) also agree, 0 (0%) were not sure. This shows that majority agree that there are roles of community journalism in facilitating rural development within Moro Local Government of Kwara State.
4.2	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
Base on the findings, the study examine the role and challenges of community journalism in reporting in Kwara state using Moro Local Government Area (LGA) in Kwara State as a case study. Financial limitations remain the most significant challenge affecting community journalism in Moro LGA. Journalists often use personal resources for transportation and communication. Many also lack access to modern tools like computers, cameras, or internet services. Political interference also poses a major barrier, with some journalists reporting being threatened when covering politically sensitive issues. 
Furthermore, the lack of formal training undermines professional standards, while poor infrastructure and low literacy rates among the audience limit reach and effectiveness.
Community journalism in Moro LGA serves crucial roles in information dissemination, civic engagement, and development advocacy. The practice faces severe challenges including funding deficits, lack of training, political pressures, and infrastructural barriers.
Finally, Despite these challenges, community members trust local journalists and value their contributions. Strategic investment and capacity development could empower community journalism to become more effective and sustainable.
 



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
This study set out to examine the role and challenges of community journalism in reporting rural areas, using Moro Local Government Area (LGA) in Kwara State as a case study. The research explored how community journalists operate within rural settings, their impact on community development, and the obstacles they encounter in the line of duty.
The key findings of this study are as follows:
· Community journalism plays a vital role in information dissemination within rural areas of Moro LGA. Community-based media have helped bridge the communication gap between rural dwellers and authorities by highlighting local issues such as poor infrastructure, education, agriculture, and health challenges.
· Journalists in Moro LGA are seen as important agents of development. Their reports have led to some government interventions, such as road repairs, improved water supply, and health sensitization campaigns.
· Lack of adequate funding and resources was identified as one of the major challenges community journalists face. Many local media houses operate on minimal budgets, limiting their reach and impact.
· Poor access to training and professional development means that some community journalists are not well-equipped to apply journalistic ethics or adapt to modern reporting technologies.
· Political interference and censorship also pose a significant challenge. Journalists reporting on sensitive issues, such as local government mismanagement or land disputes, face pressure from political actors and community leaders.
· Technological constraints, including lack of internet connectivity and outdated equipment, hinder timely and effective reporting from rural areas.
· Despite these challenges, the resilience and commitment of community journalists have helped sustain rural reporting. Local journalists often rely on community relationships and grassroots knowledge to gather information.
5.2 	CONCLUSION
Community journalism in Moro LGA, and by extension rural in Kwara State, remains a powerful tool for rural advocacy and development. By focusing on local issues that are often ignored by mainstream media, community journalists amplify the voices of the underserved.
However, their capacity to function optimally is undermined by financial, political, technological, and educational challenges. Unless these issues are addressed, the ability of community journalists to promote accountability and drive development in rural areas will remain limited.
In conclusion, strengthening community journalism is crucial not just for the empowerment of rural populations, but also for ensuring inclusive and participatory governance in Nigeria.
5.3 	RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed:
· Government and NGOs should invest in community media through grants and capacity-building programs. This will help enhance the sustainability of rural journalism initiatives.
· Media owners should prioritize training and professional development for community journalists. Workshops on ethics, investigative techniques, and digital tools would significantly improve the quality of rural reporting.
· Community journalists should form cooperative networks to share resources, information, and safety tips. This can help mitigate some of the operational challenges they face.
· Media regulations should protect community journalists from political intimidation and censorship. Laws should be enforced to ensure press freedom, especially at the local level.
· Technology infrastructure should be improved in rural areas. Reliable internet access and access to digital tools will enable timely reporting and greater reach.
· Stakeholders, including traditional rulers and community leaders, should support journalistic efforts, recognizing them as partners in development rather than adversaries.
· Tertiary institutions in Kwara State should include rural media studies in their journalism curricula, ensuring that upcoming journalists are aware of and prepared for the challenges of rural reporting.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Department of Mass Communication 
Institute of Information and Communication Technology  
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin.

Dear Respondent, 
I am a final year student of the above named Institution carrying out a research on “COMMUNITY JOURNALISM, IT ROLES AND CHALLENGES IN REPORTING RURAL AREA IN KWARA STATE( A CASES STUDY OF MORO LGA)”. 
I am very happy to inform you that you are one of the respondents selected for the study. Kindly fill the attached questionnaire accurately and being rest assured that information supplied will be treated confidentially. 
Yours faithfully, 
HND 2 Mass Communication Student
SECTION A
PERSONAL DATA
Please tick (√) where appropriate 
1. 	Sex : (a) Male { } b. Female { } 
2. 	Age : (a) 18 – 30 { } b. 31-40 { } (c) 41-50 { } (d) 50 and above {  }
3. 	Marital Status:  (a) Single { } b. Married { }  
4. 	Level of education:   (a) Primary { } (b) Secondary { } (c) Tertiary {  } (d) Others {  }
5. 	Occupational: (a) Journalist {  } (b) Student {  }  (c) Community Leader {  }
	(d) Civil Servant {  } (d) Others {  }
SECTION B
6. How often do you access news related to your community in Moro LGA?
(a) Daily  {  }  (b) Weekly {  }  (c) Monthly {  } (d) Yearly  {  }  (e) Never {  }
7. Do you think there is enough community-oriented reporting in Moro LGA?
(a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
8. How familiar are you with the use of technology in journalism?
(a)  Very familiar  {  }  (b) Somewhat familiar {  }  (c) Not familiar at all {  }
9. How important do you think the role of IT (internet, smartphones, social media, etc.) is in modern news reporting in Moro LGA?
(a)  Very important  {  }  (b) Important {  }  (c) Not important {  }
10. Do you think the use of IT in journalism in Moro LGA has improved the speed and accuracy of news reporting?  (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
11. Is there sufficient IT infrastructure and access (e.g., internet connectivity, devices) to support journalists in Moro LGA?  (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
12. Do you believe there is adequate IT infrastructure and support for journalists in Moro LGA?   (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
13. Do you agree that community journalism plays a significant role in reporting in Kwara State?  (a)  Strongly agree  {  }  (b) Agree {  }  (c) Neutral {  } (d) Strongly disagree {  } (e) Disagree {   }
14. Did you agree that journalists face challenges when reporting in Moro LGA? 
(a)  Strongly agree  {  }  (b) Agree {  }  (c) Neutral {  } (d) Strongly disagree {  }      (e) Disagree {  }  
15. Do you think journalists in Moro LGA face any form of threat or harassment while reporting?    (a)  Strongly agree  {  }  (b) Agree {  }  (c) Neutral {  } 
(d) Strongly disagree {  }   (e) Disagree {  }  
16. Community journalism provides a platform for rural communities to express their needs, concerns and development agendas.
(a)  Strongly agree  {  }  (b) Agree {  }  (c) Neutral {  } (d) Strongly disagree {  }     (e) Disagree
17. Is there any challenges community journalism in Moro LGA face in ensuring accurate and unbiased reporting?   (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
18. Have you ever encountered or heard of instances where journalists faced threats or challenges while reporting in Moro LGA?  (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
19. Do you have any suggestions for improving news reporting and community journalism in Moro LGA?  (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
20.  Is there any roles of community journalism in facilitating rural development within  Moro  Local Government of Kwara State?  (a)  Yes  {  }  (b) No {  }  (c) Not sure {  }
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