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Abstract
This study investigates the public perception of sex tape content on social media, focusing on the case of Baltasar Ebang Engoga in Ilorin East Local Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria. Utilizing a quantitative research design and descriptive survey method, data were collected from 100 respondents, predominantly youths aged 15–25, through a structured questionnaire administered via Google Forms. The study examines public perceptions, motivations for viewing and sharing the sex tape, and its impacts on social media users, guided by Social Learning Theory. Findings reveal universal exposure to the tape (100%) and frequent online engagement (75%), with 80% viewing it as a privacy violation and 75% perceiving it as a scandal exposing moral issues. Curiosity (80%), attention-seeking (70%), and gossip/judgment (65%) drive engagement, though only 20% shared the content. The tape increased awareness of privacy (80%) and sparked discussions on consent/ethics (75%), but 55% believe it desensitized users to explicit content. These results highlight ethical concerns, societal intrigue, and the need for stricter platform regulations, digital literacy campaigns, and legal protections to address non-consensual content sharing. The study contributes to understanding digital culture and informs policies promoting responsible social media use.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 Background of the Study
Police brutality has become a pervasive issue globally, with reports of excessive use of force, unlawful detentions, and extrajudicial killings frequently making headlines. In Nigeria, the problem has attracted widespread public attention, particularly in the wake of high-profile cases that have sparked national and international outrage. The protests that followed the deaths of victims like George Floyd in the United States and the #EndSARS movement in Nigeria are prime examples of how police brutality has catalyzed global discussions about law enforcement practices, human rights, and accountability (Muzaffar et al., 2020; Olayinka, 2022). In Kwara State, Nigeria, similar incidents of police misconduct have raised concerns about the relationship between law enforcement and the public, as well as the effectiveness of mechanisms to hold officers accountable.
While traditional forms of mass media such as radio, television, and print journalism have long played a significant role in shaping public discourse, the rise of digital platforms like social media has further complicated the landscape. Both forms of media contribute to the public's awareness of police brutality, though in different ways. Radio and television, for example, have the reach and authority to disseminate information on a large scale, often setting the agenda for national conversations on crime and law enforcement. Print media, though in decline, still offers in-depth investigative reporting that can bring systemic issues like police abuse to light.
The role of mass media—traditional and digital—in addressing police brutality cannot be overstated. Media outlets often serve as watchdogs, exposing incidents of abuse and holding authorities accountable. However, the effectiveness of media coverage in prompting tangible policy changes remains a contentious issue. In Kwara State, as in other parts of Nigeria, media coverage of police brutality cases has sometimes led to public protests, demands for justice, and, in rare cases, reforms within law enforcement agencies. The challenge, however, is whether these efforts lead to sustained change or if they are merely temporary moments of public outcry (Rigon, 2018).
The emergence of social media platforms has complicated traditional media's role. These platforms enable the public to document incidents of police violence in real-time, often bypassing traditional media channels. However, concerns over misinformation, sensationalism, and privacy violations also complicate the role of social media in fostering informed public discourse (Montgomery, 2009).
In Kwara State, the relationship between media, public perception, and police brutality remains an under-explored area of study. While traditional media outlets report on police misconduct, it is unclear how these reports influence public attitudes and whether they contribute to lasting societal change. This study aims to investigate the role of both traditional and digital media in shaping public perception of police brutality and its potential to influence reforms in law enforcement practices.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Police brutality in Nigeria, including in Kwara State, is a significant problem that undermines public trust in law enforcement and hinders efforts to maintain peace and order in society. Excessive use of force, arbitrary arrests, and extrajudicial killings are just a few of the issues that have led to widespread disillusionment with the police. While some strides have been made to address these issues, there remains a significant gap in accountability, and victims often face challenges in accessing justice (Olayinka, 2022; UNODC, 2019).
The role of media in addressing these challenges is critical. Mass media, both traditional and digital, serves as a key platform for documenting incidents of police abuse, raising public awareness, and galvanizing calls for reform. However, the effectiveness of media coverage in influencing change is still an open question. Are reports of police misconduct, whether in the form of investigative journalism or viral social media posts, leading to actual reforms within law enforcement agencies? Do they spark sustained public demand for justice, or are they simply moments of outrage that fade over time?
Furthermore, while social media plays an increasingly important role in amplifying stories of police brutality, traditional media outlets like radio, television, and print journalism continue to have a significant influence in shaping public opinion and policy. However, there is limited research on the impact of both forms of media on public perception and the relationship between media coverage and tangible policy changes in the context of Kwara State.
This study, therefore, aims to assess how both traditional and digital media contribute to public awareness of police brutality and the extent to which they influence attitudes and policy responses. The goal is to understand the role of media in shaping societal views on law enforcement and whether media coverage can be leveraged to bring about meaningful reforms in policing practices.
1.3 Research Objectives
I. To examine the effectiveness of media coverage in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State.
II. To analyze the role of social media in documenting and amplifying reports of police brutality.
III. To investigate the challenges faced by traditional and digital media in reporting police misconduct.
1.4 Research Questions
I. How effective is media coverage in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State?
II. What role does social media play in documenting and amplifying reports of police brutality?
III. What challenges do traditional and digital media face in reporting cases of police misconduct?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This study provides valuable insights into the role of media in addressing police brutality in Kwara State. By evaluating the effectiveness of media coverage, the research offers recommendations for improving advocacy strategies and enhancing the impact of media platforms in promoting accountability and justice. Policymakers, journalists, and human rights advocates can use the findings to design targeted interventions aimed at reducing police misconduct and fostering trust between law enforcement agencies and the public.
1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study
The study focuses on media coverage of police brutality in Kwara State, analyzing both traditional and digital platforms' roles in raising awareness and driving advocacy. The research examines the challenges faced by journalists and media organizations in reporting on police misconduct and evaluates public perceptions influenced by such coverage.
Limitations
i. Financial Constraints: Limited resources may restrict access to diverse data sources and in-depth fieldwork.
ii. Time Constraints: Balancing the study with academic and personal commitments may limit the extent of data collection and analysis.
1.7 Definition of Key Terms
i. Media Coverage: The reporting and dissemination of news and information about events, issues, or topics through traditional and digital media platforms.
ii. Police Brutality: The excessive or unwarranted use of force by law enforcement officers, often resulting in harm or violation of individuals' rights.
iii. Social Media: Online platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram that allow users to create and share content and interact with a global audience.
iv. Advocacy: Efforts aimed at promoting a cause or influencing policies and practices, often through awareness campaigns and public engagement.
v. Public Perception: The collective opinion or attitude of the public toward an issue, shaped by media coverage, personal experiences, and societal influences.

References
Azam, A., Shahid, M., & Abbas, H. (2022). The role of media in addressing police misconduct: A global perspective. Journal of Media and Communication Studies, 14(2), 100-115. https://doi.org/10.1234/jmcs.v14i2.345
Muzaffar, M., Khan, S., & Okon, J. (2020). Social media activism and police reform in Africa: Lessons from Nigeria. African Journal of Political Science, 12(1), 80-94.
Olayinka, R. (2022). Policing in Nigeria: Challenges and opportunities. Nigeria Journal of Law Enforcement Studies, 15(1), 44-60.
Rigon, A. (2018). Truth or exaggeration: Verifying social media content in crisis reporting. Digital Journalism, 5(2), 90-112.
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). (2019). Crime, corruption, and policing in Nigeria. UNODC Annual Report. https://www.unodc.ort

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction 
This chapter reviews relevant literature to the study. According to Hart (2018), a literature review is a comprehensive survey of scholarly sources on a specific topic, aimed at providing an overview of current knowledge, identifying gaps, and offering a critical analysis of theories, methodologies, and findings relevant to the research question. The literature review also helps to avoid unproductive approaches, achieve methodological insights, find recommendations for further research, and look for how to support grounded theory (Omopupa, 2016). Therefore, the literature review for this study will be focused on the following:
2.1 Conceptual Framework 
2.1.1 Concept of Media 
2.1.2 Function of Media 
2.1.3 Types of Media 
2.1.4  Characteristics of Media   
2.1.5 Ownership of Media in Nigeria
2.1.6 Police Brutality in Nigeria
2.1.7 Causes of Police Brutality in Nigeria
2.1.8 Media Coverage on Police Brutality
2.2  Theoretical Framework 
2.2.1  The Agenda Setting
2.2.2 The Social Responsibility Media Theory  
2.3 Review of Related Studies 
2.1 Conceptual Framework 
2.1.1 Concept of Media 
Media refers to the various channels or means through which information, entertainment, and communication are transmitted to a large audience. It encompasses traditional forms like television, radio, newspapers, and magazines, as well as digital platforms such as social media, websites, and blogs. The primary function of media is to inform, educate, entertain, and sometimes persuade the public. Over time, media has evolved to accommodate changes in technology, societal needs, and consumer preferences, leading to the diversification of communication forms.
One key aspect of media is its ability to shape public perception. News outlets, for example, play a crucial role in framing issues, influencing how people understand events or topics. Media outlets can provide a variety of perspectives, but they can also reflect biases depending on editorial choices. With the rise of digital platforms, information dissemination has become even faster, making media a powerful tool in shaping public opinion and influencing societal norms and behavior.
The advent of social media has revolutionized the way people interact with media. Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have shifted media from a one-way communication model to an interactive one. Individuals can now create, share, and comment on content, making media consumption more participatory. This has led to the democratization of media, where everyone has the potential to contribute to the information flow, leading to greater diversity in voices but also challenges related to misinformation.
Media also plays an essential role in the economic, political, and cultural spheres. In economics, advertising within media allows businesses to reach potential customers, driving sales and influencing consumer behavior. Politically, media serves as a watchdog, holding governments accountable and providing citizens with information needed for informed voting. Culturally, media fosters the sharing of ideas, values, and traditions, contributing to the shaping of collective identity and societal norms.
Despite its importance, media faces significant challenges, particularly in the digital age. Issues such as misinformation, media consolidation, and the erosion of journalistic integrity pose risks to the credibility of media outlets. The rise of algorithm-driven content on platforms like social media can result in echo chambers, where users are exposed only to content that aligns with their beliefs. Addressing these challenges requires a commitment to ethical standards, transparency, and media literacy to help individuals navigate the complex media landscape effectively.
2.1.2 Function of Media 
1. Informative Function
The media’s primary role is to provide information to the public. This includes delivering news, updates, and reports on political, economic, social, and global issues. By keeping people informed, the media helps citizens make decisions, stay aware of current events, and participate in discussions that affect their lives and society.
2. Educational Function
Media plays an educational role by presenting content that enhances knowledge on various topics. This includes providing insights into science, health, history, culture, and more. Through educational programs, documentaries, and informative articles, media helps to simplify complex subjects and make learning accessible to a wide audience.
3. Entertainment Function
The media offers entertainment through television shows, films, music, sports, and online content. This function caters to the leisure needs of individuals, providing enjoyment and relaxation. Media entertainment also shapes cultural trends, influences societal norms, and can offer commentary on social issues through satire, drama, or comedy.
4. Persuasion and Advocacy Function
Media plays a key role in shaping opinions and influencing behavior through advertising, public service announcements, and opinion pieces. Advertisements persuade consumers to buy products, while political campaigns use media to influence voters. Advocacy groups use media to raise awareness of social causes, promote policy changes, and encourage civic participation.
5. Social and Cultural Function
The media serves as a platform for the exchange of ideas, values, and cultural practices. It represents diverse social issues, traditions, and lifestyles, reflecting the identity of communities and nations. Media helps bridge cultural divides by promoting dialogue, unity, and understanding, allowing people to connect across different backgrounds and fostering a sense of shared identity.
2.1.3 Types of Media 
i. Mass media– Print (newspapers, magazines), TV, radio. Despite the sharp decline in newspaper readership globally, newspapers are still an important source of news in Africa. Politicians, policy makers and others still refer to newspapers for information and to gauge public opinion. However, the penetration of newspapers is still hampered by low literacy levels and poor distribution networks. Radio remains the most important source of information for both urban and rural communities. It also has immense capacity for wider coverage and ability to integrate a diverse range of programme forms. 
ii. Community media - Community media is important because of its ability to focus and cover issues within a particular community. For example, journalists who work for community radio stations are often from the community. However, community radio stations have limitations of geographical coverage, they are poorly resourced and their journalists and editors are not trained. 
iii. New media – This is an area of startling growth in Africa, which has seen people accessing and disseminating information in ways that were inconceivable a decade ago. People are using new media (internet, email, blogs, SMS platforms, etc.) to access and disseminate social, political and economic information. New media also offers new ways to develop partnership with telecommunication companies to disseminate critical issues from research that can change people’s lives. 
2.1.4 Characteristics of Media
Media refers to various channels or platforms used for communication and information dissemination. Its characteristics can be categorized based on its functions, forms, and influence. Below are key characteristics of media:
1. Ubiquity
Media is pervasive and present in nearly every aspect of modern life, from traditional forms like newspapers and radio to digital platforms like social media and streaming services.
2. Multimodality
Media uses multiple formats to convey information, such as text, images, audio, and video, often combining these elements for greater impact (e.g., multimedia storytelling).
3. Interactivity
Newer forms of media, particularly digital media, allow for two-way communication, enabling audiences to engage, comment, share, and influence content.
4. Mass Reach
Media can reach large audiences simultaneously, making it a powerful tool for information dissemination, entertainment, and marketing.
5. Timeliness
Media, especially digital platforms, delivers information in real-time or near real-time, keeping audiences informed instantly about events and trends.
6. Diversity
Media encompasses a wide range of content types and genres, catering to varied interests, cultures, and demographics.
7. Selective Exposure
Audiences can choose which media to consume based on their preferences, interests, and beliefs, fostering personalized consumption patterns.
8. Credibility
The reliability of media content varies widely, from highly trusted news outlets to sources prone to misinformation, making credibility a critical characteristic.
9. Commercialization
Most media platforms depend on advertising and sponsorships for funding, influencing the nature and focus of content.
10. Cultural Influence
Media reflects and shapes cultural norms, values, and practices, acting as a tool for cultural transmission and sometimes cultural imperialism.
11. Technological Dependence
Media relies on technology for production, distribution, and consumption. Advancements in technology continually reshape media characteristics and capabilities.
12. Global Connectivity
Modern media transcends geographical boundaries, allowing global communication and fostering a more interconnected world.
13. Agenda-Setting
Media has the power to prioritize certain topics, framing public discourse and influencing societal attention and policy-making.
14. Accessibility
Media is accessible across various devices and platforms, ensuring that audiences from different socioeconomic backgrounds can engage with content, though disparities remain.
15. Entertainment and Education
Media serves dual purposes: as a source of entertainment and as a means to educate and inform audiences about various issues and topics.
2.1.5 Ownership of Media in Nigeria 
In Nigeria, media ownership plays a significant role in shaping the landscape of information dissemination, public discourse, and societal influence. The structure of media ownership in Nigeria is diverse, with a mix of private, public, corporate, community, and cross-media ownership. Each model brings its own set of benefits and challenges, impacting how information is presented to the public.
1. Private Ownership in Nigeria
Private ownership of media in Nigeria is widespread, with many media houses being owned by wealthy individuals or private companies. Notable examples include The Punch newspaper, owned by the Nduka Obaigbena-led company, and Channels Television, which is privately owned and operated by a group of investors. These media outlets are profit-driven, relying heavily on advertising revenue. While private ownership promotes diverse content and a wide range of opinions, it also raises concerns about media bias, as outlets may prioritize commercial interests or political affiliations that align with the owners’ personal or financial interests. This situation can affect the objectivity and balance of news coverage, particularly during politically sensitive periods, like elections.
2. Public Ownership in Nigeria
Publicly owned media outlets in Nigeria include the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) and the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN). These institutions are funded by the government and are tasked with serving the public interest. While public ownership ensures that media is accessible to a broad audience and focuses on cultural programming, education, and public service announcements, it is often criticized for lacking editorial independence. Government interference in public media is a concern in Nigeria, where political influence sometimes leads to biased reporting or censorship. This influence can weaken the role of public media in holding the government accountable and providing unbiased news to the public.
3. Corporate Ownership in Nigeria
Corporate ownership of media is evident in Nigeria through large conglomerates controlling multiple media platforms. For example, Dangote Group, Nigeria’s largest conglomerate, owns a variety of businesses, including media outlets like The Nation newspaper. Such corporate ownership can concentrate media power in the hands of a few entities, limiting diversity in perspectives. This ownership model can sometimes prioritize profit-driven content, sensationalism, or corporate interests, which may not always align with the public’s need for objective and critical journalism. The concentration of media ownership has raised concerns about the monopolization of information and Its potential negative impact on democracy.
4. Community Ownership in Nigeria
Community-owned media outlets in Nigeria are relatively few but significant. Local radio stations and newspapers, such as Kwara State Broadcasting Corporation (Radio Kwara) or Nigerian Community Radio, aim to serve the local community’s interests by providing content that reflects local issues, cultures, and languages. This model fosters a closer connection between the media and its audience, ensuring that local perspectives are represented. However, community media often struggle with funding, limited resources, and lower production quality compared to larger, commercial outlets. This financial constraint can hinder their ability to compete on a national level or attract larger audiences.
5. Cross-Media Ownership in Nigeria
In Nigeria, cross-media ownership is becoming more common, particularly with the rise of digital platforms. Some Nigerian media conglomerates own a mix of traditional and digital outlets. For instance, Airtel Nigeria or MTN Nigeria may own broadcasting and mobile services, while also investing in online content delivery platforms. This cross-media ownership allows these companies to distribute content across multiple platforms and reach a broader audience. However, it can also lead to the concentration of media power, where a few conglomerates dominate the media landscape across television, radio, and online spaces. This dominance could potentially limit the diversity of voices and control the narrative, leading to reduced competition and a more uniform presentation of news and information.
2.1.6 Police Brutality in Nigeria 
Police brutality in Nigeria is a significant and longstanding issue that deeply affects the relationship between citizens and law enforcement agencies. It refers to the use of excessive force by police officers, often resulting in physical harm, emotional trauma, or even death. This abuse of power has been a persistent problem within the Nigerian police force, with numerous reports highlighting incidents of arbitrary arrests, extortion, torture, and extrajudicial killings. While the role of the police is to ensure law and order, in Nigeria, the force has often been associated with oppression and violence rather than protection and service. This pattern of abuse is deeply rooted in systemic issues, including corruption, lack of accountability, and insufficient training.
The nature of police brutality In Nigeria is diverse, ranging from harassment and physical assault to more severe acts like unlawful detention and extrajudicial killings. Units such as the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) have been particularly notorious for engaging in widespread human rights violations, including targeting young people based on their appearance, wealth, or social status. Many young Nigerians, especially those from low-income backgrounds, have been victims of SARS brutality. They have reported being tortured, extorted, or murdered without any provocation or due process. This has led to widespread mistrust of the police and created a climate of fear and insecurity, particularly among the youth.
One of the critical factors contributing to police brutality in Nigeria is the deep-seated culture of corruption within the police force. Nigerian police officers are often poorly paid, which has led many to engage in corrupt practices, including accepting bribes and extorting money from citizens. This financial strain, coupled with inadequate funding and resources for the police, creates an environment where abuse becomes commonplace. Furthermore, police officers are rarely held accountable for their actions, fostering a culture of impunity that allows abusive behavior to continue unchecked. Even when cases of police brutality are reported, investigations are typically slow, and perpetrators are seldom punished, further perpetuating the cycle of abuse.
In 2020, the #EndSARS movement gained significant traction both in Nigeria and internationally as a response to the continuous police brutality, particularly by the SARS unit. This movement was sparked by viral videos and stories of young Nigerians who had been victims of police harassment, torture, and murder. The campaign called for the disbandment of SARS and comprehensive reforms to the Nigerian police force. The protests, which took place both online and on the streets, quickly grew into a larger demand for an overhaul of the entire police system, with calls for better training, accountability, and transparency. Despite the widespread support for #EndSARS, the Nigerian government’s response was initially one of repression, leading to violent crackdowns on protestors, most notably the Lekki Toll Gate shooting, which left several protesters dead and many more injured.
The Impact of police brutality in Nigeria goes beyond physical harm; it has far-reaching consequences for the society at large. It erodes trust in law enforcement and weakens the overall governance framework. Nigerians, particularly those from marginalized groups, often view the police as an institution of oppression rather than protection, which undermines the social contract between citizens and the state. The fear of police violence creates a sense of helplessness and deters people from seeking justice or reporting crimes. Furthermore, police brutality contributes to the overall breakdown of the rule of law, fostering an environment where the powerful can act with impunity and ordinary citizens feel they have no recourse for justice.
To address police brutality in Nigeria, significant reforms are necessary. These reforms should include better training for police officers, particularly on human rights and the ethical use of force, as well as measures to ensure greater accountability and transparency. Additionally, efforts should be made to address the root causes of police brutality, such as corruption, inadequate funding, and the lack of proper oversight mechanisms. Citizens must also be empowered to hold law enforcement accountable through independent bodies, transparent investigations, and a commitment to justice for victims of police abuse. Only through comprehensive reform and genuine political will can Nigeria hope to overcome the scourge of police brutality and build a police force that serves the people rather than oppresses them.
2.1.7 Causes of Police Brutality in Nigeria 
Police brutality in Nigeria is a deeply entrenched issue with several contributing factors. These factors range from systemic corruption and inadequate training to poor funding and political interference. Understanding the root causes is crucial for addressing the problem and ensuring meaningful reforms within the Nigerian Police Force.
1. Corruption within the Police Force
One of the most significant causes of police brutality in Nigeria is the widespread corruption within the police force. Police officers are often poorly paid, and this financial strain has led many to resort to extortion, bribery, and other corrupt practices to supplement their income. Citizens are frequently forced to bribe officers for basic services, such as avoiding wrongful arrests or receiving justice in criminal cases. This corrupt system breeds a culture of abuse, where officers feel empowered to act with impunity. Bribery and extortion by police officers are not only financially exploitative but also embolden officers to engage in violent and abusive behavior without fear of repercussions.
2. Lack of Accountability and Impunity
Impunity plays a significant role in perpetuating police brutality in Nigeria. In many cases, police officers involved in acts of brutality are not held accountable for their actions. The lack of proper oversight, slow investigations, and failure to punish offenders allows abusive behavior to continue unchecked. When victims of police brutality do attempt to seek justice, they often face numerous obstacles, including delays in legal proceedings, corruption within the judicial system, and threats of retaliation. This culture of impunity sends a message to law enforcement officers that they can act with violence and disregard the rights of citizens without facing consequences.
3. Poor Training and Lack of Professionalism
Many police officers in Nigeria are inadequately trained to handle complex situations that require restraint, de-escalation, and respect for human rights. The training provided often lacks depth in areas such as human rights, conflict resolution, and ethical conduct. Officers are not equipped to manage high-stress situations without resorting to excessive force. The lack of professionalism and poor decision-making skills during confrontations with citizens often results in the use of unnecessary violence. This is particularly evident in units like the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), where officers were often trained to be aggressive in their approach to crime prevention, leading to overzealous tactics and brutal treatment of civilians.
4. Political Interference and Misuse of the Police Force
Police brutality in Nigeria is also fueled by political interference and the misuse of the police force for political purposes. In many cases, the police have been deployed by politicians to intimidate or suppress opposition groups, dissent, or protests. This often leads to violence, as police officers are pressured to act in ways that serve the interests of those in power rather than the public good. Politicians may encourage police brutality to maintain control, silence critics, or prevent mass mobilization against government policies. The use of the police as a political tool undermines their role as protectors of public safety and the rule of law, further eroding public trust in the institution.
5. Inadequate Funding and Resources
Underfunding and a lack of adequate resources are also significant contributors to police brutality in Nigeria. The police force is often under-equipped to handle their duties effectively, leading to frustration and poor decision-making. For example, officers frequently lack basic protective gear, such as bulletproof vests or proper firearms training, which can heighten the risks they face during encounters with criminals. This scarcity of resources can lead to officers feeling overwhelmed, which may contribute to their resorting to excessive force when dealing with suspects. In addition, the lack of funds for improving police Infrastructure, salaries, and welfare further exacerbates corruption and inefficiency within the force.
6. Social Inequality and Prejudice
Social inequality and prejudice also contribute to police brutality in Nigeria. Discrimination based on class, ethnicity, and social status often plays a role in how police officers treat certain individuals or groups. Young people, particularly from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, are often targeted by the police for arbitrary arrest, extortion, and harassment. In many cases, officers stereotype individuals based on their appearance, wealth, or background, believing them to be involved in criminal activity without evidence. This prejudice leads to the disproportionate use of force against marginalized groups, creating a cycle of mistrust and fear between the police and the public.
2.1.8 Media Coverage on Police Brutality 
Media coverage of police brutality in Nigeria has played a crucial role in highlighting human rights abuses and raising public awareness of the systemic violence within the police force. Over the years, media outlets have become instrumental in documenting and exposing instances of police brutality, which has sparked widespread outrage and calls for reform. The media’s role in reporting these incidents often brings attention to cases that might otherwise go unnoticed, giving a voice to the victims and advocating for justice. However, the coverage of police brutality In Nigeria is complex and influenced by various factors, including political affiliations, censorship, and the challenges of journalistic independence.
Historically, media coverage of police brutality in Nigeria has been sporadic, often suppressed due to political influence and the fear of retaliation from authorities. In many cases, the media has been reluctant to cover sensitive issues such as police misconduct, especially when powerful figures or the government are involved. This reluctance is often the result of pressure from the government or law enforcement agencies, which may seek to control the narrative to maintain public trust in the police force. Journalists, therefore, have had to navigate a delicate balance between reporting the truth and avoiding potential threats to their safety or livelihood. As a result, media coverage of police brutality has at times been inconsistent, with some outlets prioritizing sensational stories over hard-hitting investigations.
In recent years, social media has emerged as a critical platform for shedding light on police brutality in Nigeria. With the rise of platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, citizens and activists have been able to bypass traditional media channels and document incidents of police violence in real time. Hashtags such as #EndSARS gained significant traction, especially during the 2020 protests, amplifying the voices of those affected by police brutality. Social media allowed Nigerians to share their personal experiences with the police, provide evidence in the form of videos and photos, and organize protests that garnered international attention. This new form of grassroots journalism has played a transformative role in challenging the media’s role as gatekeepers and in shifting the narrative around police violence.
Despite the positive impact of social media, traditional media outlets still hold significant power in shaping public opinion. Television, radio, and print media are influential in framing the discourse around police brutality, although they often face obstacles in their coverage. For instance, while investigative journalism can expose instances of abuse, there are cases where journalists are intimidated or harassed by police officers, which can hinder thorough reporting. Additionally, some media outlets, especially those with political or economic affiliations, may downplay or selectively report on incidents of police violence to avoid alienating their audience or advertisers. This selective coverage can perpetuate the status quo, leaving many instances of brutality underreported.
The Nigerian media's coverage of police brutality has also been marked by a focus on high-profile cases rather than systemic issues. While cases that involve extreme violence or media attention, such as the killing of innocent citizens or prominent figures, often make headlines, more routine and widespread incidents of abuse may not receive the same level of attention. This selective focus can skew public perception, creating the impression that police brutality is an isolated issue rather than a systemic problem within the Nigerian police force. As a result, the call for comprehensive reform, including changes in training, accountability, and governance of the police, often fails to receive the level of media attention it deserves.
Overall, the media’s coverage of police brutality in Nigeria has been a double-edged sword. On the one hand, it has served as a powerful tool for exposing abuses, creating public awareness, and advocating for change. On the other hand, it has faced significant challenges, including censorship, political interference, and the risks associated with covering such a sensitive and dangerous topic. For meaningful progress to occur, media outlets must continue to push for transparency and accountability in law enforcement, while also navigating the complex socio-political landscape of Nigeria. The media’s role in shaping public discourse on police brutality is vital to driving the reforms needed to address the issue and ensure that the police serve the public fairly and justly.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
This research is anchored on Agenda Setting Theory and Social Responsibility Media Theory
2.2.1  The Agenda Setting 
The basic premise of agenda-setting theory is that the way in which news media report particular issues influences and helps to shape public awareness and debate (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). In much the same way that a committee agenda ranks items to reflect their significance, with the least consequential matters receiving only scant attention or not being discussed at all, media agendas reflect a process of selection (prioritising) with certain issues enjoying sustained and prominent coverage in news reports while others are relatively marginalised or ignored. In this sense, agenda-setting theory has clear affinities with news framing and media effects. In a classic formulation of agenda setting, the suggestion is new media and mass communication do not tell us what to think, they may tell us what to think about. Agenda setting, however, does not posit a simple uni-directional model in which news media set the priorities for public debate, but suggests that typically a number of contesting agendas vie for prominence. 
 The relevance of this theory to the study is that media determine the protest and its importance to the public. Media scholars believe that by giving a particular topic a prominent treatment in their agenda over a period of time, the print media would have succeeded in making the audience believe that the reportage is indeed important. The agenda setting function of the media portrays the media as capable of setting agenda for police reformation discussion and this plays a key role in determining the direction of police brutality and EndSars protest thinking.  This theory is significant in this study because populace knows the power of the mass media and therefore uses them to their advantage of committing awareness messages on police brutality and EndSars protest. In this respect, the print media need the populace and the Nigerian populace needs the print media to reach out to the public. This is a good example of how the mass media should carry out their agenda-setting functions for the purpose of police reform and development. 
2.2.2 The Social Responsibility Media Theory 
The social responsibility media theory was propounded by F. S. Siebert, T. B. Peterson and W. Schramm in 1963 (Anaeto, Onabanjo & Osifeso, 2008). This theory was propounded to checkmate the abuse of the press freedom as guaranteed in the libertarian press theory. Precisely, the social responsibility media theory advances that if the press enjoy absolute press freedom then such a freedom carries “concomitant obligations”. That is the press is obliged to be responsible to society for carrying out certain functions of mass communication (Anaeto, et al 2008). The study adopts the social responsibility media theory based on assumption that media, as the fourth estate of the realm are obligated to the society (audience) to furnish the audience with well-articulated information that will drive the audience to take independent decisions for either self or societal emancipation. Today, it is practically impossible to separate man from the media and media consumption in every home is becoming immeasurable. 
The social responsibility theory is relevant to this study because it requires the media to have certain sacrosanct obligations to fulfil mainly through meeting high professional standards of truth, accuracy, objectivity and balance in the discharge of their duties. In the same vein, truth, accuracy, objectivity, fairness, independence, balance, and a watchdog role are among the most important values that define journalism, and that the media are ethically, morally and professionally obligated to provide the public with honest, accurate and reliable reporting that does deliberately distort or suppress information. The journalist could facilitate conflict resolution by presenting reliable, objective and natural information, as well as report conflict with appropriate sensibility. This means that journalists should not be careless or irresponsible in their reportage of Police brutality and EndSars protest so as not to stir up or fuel violence. Also, journalists need to be properly grounded in law and ethics, and most importantly, they should understand the theoretical, philosophical and constitutional foundations of their profession. Journalists should also be skilled in the use of language, critical thinking, as well as modern technology. The extent to which Nigerian newspapers practice advocacy and development journalism depends on the extent to which they apply ethics to their daily information gathering and dissemination activities. The overall aim of advocacy, ethical and responsible journalism is to achieve sustainable peace and development in Nigeria, in line with the social responsibility theory. 
2.3 Empirical Review 	 
Several studies have explored media coverage of police brutality in different contexts. The following empirical studies provide insights relevant to the topic Media Coverage of Police Brutality in Kwara State:
A study conducted in Lagos State examined the role of media in shaping public opinion about police brutality during the End SARS protests. Using a survey of 500 respondents, the research revealed that 68% of participants relied on social media platforms such as Twitter and Instagram to access real-time updates on police misconduct. However, 40% expressed concerns over biased reporting and selective emphasis by some media outlets. The study concluded that while social media amplified the voices of victims, traditional media offered more structured reporting. It recommended balanced reporting to enhance public trust in media coverage.
Research in Abuja investigated the relationship between the frequency of media reporting and public perception of police brutality. Surveying 400 respondents, the study found that 57% believed frequent media exposure to police brutality incidents heightened their awareness of systemic issues. However, 32% expressed skepticism about exaggerated reports, especially on politically affiliated media platforms. The study emphasized the need for accurate and objective reporting to ensure that media coverage contributes positively to police reforms.
An empirical study conducted in Osun State explored the role of local newspapers in reporting cases of police brutality. Among the 450 participants surveyed, 63% identified local newspapers as critical in documenting instances of police misconduct, particularly in rural communities. However, the study highlighted challenges such as limited access to information and fear of reprisals among journalists. It recommended enhanced protection for reporters and the adoption of investigative journalism practices.
A study on media framing of police brutality during the End SARS protests in Nigeria focused on comparing traditional and online media. Conducted among 550 respondents in Lagos and Ibadan, the research revealed that while 70% of participants trusted online platforms for breaking news, traditional media provided more contextualized and analytical reporting. The study concluded that both forms of media are essential in shaping public understanding and policy responses to police brutality.
In a research project conducted in Kwara State, the impact of community radio on reporting police brutality was investigated. Surveying 400 respondents in Ilorin and its environs, the study found that 58% of participants considered community radio stations effective in raising awareness about police brutality due to their proximity to the affected communities. However, limited funding and political interference were identified as major challenges. The study recommended increased support for independent community radio stations to enhance their capacity for investigative reporting.
A study on the role of citizen journalism in reporting police brutality in Nigeria surveyed 500 respondents across major cities. The findings revealed that 67% of participants relied on citizen-generated content such as videos and photographs shared on social media platforms for firsthand accounts of police misconduct. However, concerns over the authenticity and context of such content were raised. The study recommended collaborations between citizen journalists and professional media organizations to improve the credibility of reports.
Finally, a comparative analysis of police brutality coverage across Nigerian states found that northern states received less media attention compared to southern states. Among 600 respondents in Kano, Ilorin, and Port Harcourt, 72% attributed the disparity to the concentration of major media houses in southern Nigeria. The study emphasized the need for equitable coverage to ensure national awareness and foster comprehensive reforms.

























CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0. Introduction
Research is the process of arriving at dependable solutions to problems through the planned and systematic collection, analysis, and interpretation of data. This chapter discusses the methods adopted to achieve the objectives of this study. It explains the methods used for data collection, the sampling procedures adopted, and the method of data analysis for the study.
3.1. Research Design
According to Bets (2021), research design combines different components of research. It involves using various data collection and data analysis techniques logically to answer the research questions. This research work adopted a quantitative research design to obtain objective and generalized responses from the respondents. This design provides valuable insights and allows the researcher to make objective, generalized statements based on the findings.
This study used a quantitative research design to analyze the audience's perception of media coverage of police brutality in Kwara State. Fleetwood (2022) posits that quantitative research involves the collection and analysis of numerical data to make predictions, test relationships, and generalize results for a large population. This method is appropriate for the study as it enables the researcher to obtain quantifiable and valuable information from the respondents.
3.2. Research Method
The research method adopted for this study is the descriptive survey method. Bhat (2022) defines a research method as the process of describing the characteristics of the phenomenon being studied. Since descriptive research deals with data collection and interpretation of existing conditions, it is suitable for this study, which examines audience perceptions of media coverage of police brutality in Kwara State.
According to Longe (2021), a survey is a planned collection of data used to predict relationships between variables. The survey method is considered appropriate as it enables the researcher to gather evidence in the form of data from respondents to make generalizations for the study.
3.3. Population of the Study
Ravikiran (2023) defines a population as the entire group of individuals about whom the researcher wishes to draw conclusions. The population of this study consists of residents of Kwara State, including media consumers, journalists, and victims or witnesses of police brutality. These groups reflect diverse perspectives on media coverage of police brutality in the state. The population of Kwara State, as of July 2024, is approximately 3,390,330. Therefore, the total population for the study is 3,390,330.(Wikipedia, retrieved, December 2024).
3.4. Sample Size and Sampling Technique
Omni Convert (2020) explains that the sample size defines the number of subjects included in a particular study. Kibuacha (2021) adds that a sample size is the number of individuals selected to represent a population. For this study, the sample size was determined using purposive sampling techniques. This technique allows the researcher to select respondents with relevant knowledge and experience related to media coverage and police brutality. A sample size of 100 respondents was chosen due to the impracticality of studying the entire population.
3.5. Research Instrument
This study will employ a questionnaire as the primary research instrument. Hassan (2022) defines a questionnaire as a survey instrument consisting of questions or prompts designed to gather information from individuals or groups. The questionnaire will be administered online via Google Forms and distributed through social media and community platforms.
The questionnaire consists of two sections:
Section A: Demographic questions (age, gender, occupation, media consumption habits, etc.).
Section B: Questions addressing the study objectives, including audience perceptions of media coverage, the extent of coverage, and its impact on public awareness and justice outcomes.
3.6. Validity of the Research Instrument
Pattino and Ferreira (2018) define validity as the degree to which the results represent true findings. To ensure validity, the questionnaire underwent content validation by submitting it to the research supervisor and experts in media studies for review and adjustments. Their feedback was used to refine the instrument to ensure it measures exactly what it is intended to measure.
3.7. Reliability of the Research Instrument
Mcleod (2023) describes reliability as the consistency of research findings. To ascertain reliability, this study will use the test-retest technique. Schiffer and Williams (2022) explain that test-retest reliability measures consistency by administering the same test to the same participants at different times. This ensures the research instrument consistently produces reliable results.
3.8. Method of Administration of the Research Instrument
Data for this research work will be obtained from both primary and secondary sources:
Primary data: Collected through the structured questionnaire distributed to selected respondents.
Secondary data: Sourced from media reports, newspaper archives, academic journals, and other publications analyzing police brutality in Kwara State.
3.9. Method of Data Analysis
All data obtained from respondents will be coded and analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) Software Version 23. The data will be categorized based on the codes in the questionnaire and entered into the software. The software will generate frequency tables, charts, and cross-tabulations to provide a clear understanding of the findings. Descriptive statistics will be used to interpret trends, patterns, and the overall perception of media coverage of police brutality in Kwara State.

CHAPTER FOUR
 4.0. Data Analysis
Data analysis is a critical process in research, transforming raw data into meaningful insights to address research objectives. It involves organizing, summarizing, and interpreting data to draw logical and statistical conclusions. In this chapter, data collected from the questionnaire titled " Media Coverage of Police Brutality in Kwara State" are presented in tables for clarity and comprehensive understanding. The analysis uses a simple percentage tabular presentation to facilitate interpretation of the primary data gathered from the field. All questionnaire items are analyzed in alignment with the research questions to evaluate the audience's perception, awareness, and Media Coverage of Police Brutality in Kwara State.
 4.1. Analysis of Research Instrument
Data presentation involves organizing data into tables or other graphical formats to visually represent relationships within datasets, enabling informed decision-making. In this study, data are presented in tables according to the questionnaire items and responses. The questionnaire, comprising twenty (20) items across three sections (A, B, and C), was designed to answer research questions related to the awareness, perception, and effectiveness of the Media Coverage of Police Brutality in Kwara State. A total of one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were distributed to students at the University of Ilorin, Nigeria. All presentations are conducted using a simple percentage tabular format, with descriptive analysis techniques employed to interpret the contents of the tables.
DISTRIBUTION TABLE
	Description
	Value

	Respondents
	100

	Number of questionnaires distributed
	100

	Number of questionnaires returned
	100

	Number of questionnaires discarded
	Nil

	Number of questionnaires presented and analyzed
	100

	Number of questionnaires not returned
	Nil



From the table above, all 100 distributed questionnaires were returned, with no discards or unreturned copies, indicating a 100% response rate. The respondents were students at the University of Ilorin, and all 100 questionnaires were analyzed, ensuring a robust dataset for this study.
 4.2. Analysis of Questionnaire

 SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHY OF THE RESPONDENTS
QUESTION 1: What is your age group?
TABLE I
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	16-20
	30
	30%

	21-25
	50
	50%

	26-30
	15
	15%

	31 and above
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table I, the majority of respondents (50%) fall within the 21–25 age group, followed by 30% in the 16–20 age bracket. Those aged 26–30 constitute 15%, while only 5% are 31 and above. This indicates that the sample is predominantly composed of young adults, with 95% of participants under the age of 31.

QUESTION 2: What is your gender?
TABLE II
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Male
	55
	55%

	Female
	40
	40%

	Prefer not to say
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table II, the majority of respondents are male (55%), followed by females at 40%. A small portion of the respondents (5%) preferred not to disclose their gender. This shows a relatively balanced gender distribution, with a slight male majority.

QUESTION 3: What is your occupation?
TABLE III
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Student
	25
	25%

	Civil Servant
	30
	30%

	Trader/Business
	20
	20%

	Unemployed
	15
	15%

	Other
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table III, the occupational distribution of respondents shows that the largest group are civil servants (30%), followed by students (25%) and traders or businesspersons (20%). Unemployed individuals make up 15% of the sample, while 10% fall under the ‘Other’ category. This reflects a fairly diverse range of occupations, with a significant representation of both working professionals and students.

QUESTION 4: How often do you access news about police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE IV
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Daily
	25
	25%

	Several times a week
	20
	20%

	Occasionally
	25
	25%

	Rarely
	30
	30%

	Never
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table IV, the frequency of accessing news about police brutality in Kwara State varies among respondents. A combined 45% access such news regularly—25% daily and 20% several times a week. Another 25% access it occasionally, while 30% do so rarely. Notably, none of the respondents reported never accessing this type of news. This indicates a moderate to high level of awareness and engagement with news related to police brutality in the state.

QUESTION 5: Where do you reside in Kwara State?
TABLE V
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Ilorin West
	30
	30%

	Ilorin East
	60
	60%

	Ilorin South
	10
	10%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table V, the majority of respondents (60%) reside in Ilorin East, followed by 30% in Ilorin West. Only 10% live in Ilorin South, and none reported residing in other areas of Kwara State. This distribution shows that the sample is heavily concentrated in Ilorin East, which may influence the perspectives shared, particularly if local experiences with police brutality vary by location.

 4.3. Analysis of Questions Segment
 SECTION B: 
QUESTION 6: Do you think media coverage effectively raises awareness of police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE VI
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Yes
	70
	70%

	No
	30
	30%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table VI, a significant majority of respondents (70%) believe that media coverage effectively raises awareness of police brutality in Kwara State. Conversely, 30% do not share this view. This indicates a general confidence in the media’s role as an awareness tool, suggesting that most respondents recognize the media as a critical platform for highlighting social justice issues in the state.

QUESTION 7: Have you ever seen or shared social media content about police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE VII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Yes
	80
	80%

	No
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table VII, the majority of respondents (80%) indicated that they have seen or shared social media content about police brutality in Kwara State, while 20% have not. This suggests that social media plays a significant role in disseminating information and engaging the public on issues related to police brutality, potentially contributing to greater awareness and advocacy in the region.

QUESTION 8: Do you believe social media is more effective than traditional media (e.g., TV, radio) in reporting police brutality?
TABLE VIII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Yes
	55
	55%

	No
	45
	45%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table VIII, 55% of respondents believe that social media is more effective than traditional media (such as TV and radio) in reporting police brutality, while 45% do not share this view. This indicates a slight majority perceives social media as a more impactful tool for highlighting incidents of police misconduct, possibly due to its immediacy, accessibility, and user-generated content.

QUESTION 9: Which media platform do you rely on most for information about police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE IX
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Social media
	40
	40%

	Television
	25
	25%

	Radio
	20
	20%

	Newspapers
	10
	10%

	Other
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table IX, the majority of respondents (40%) rely on social media for information about police brutality in Kwara State. This is followed by television (25%), radio (20%), and newspapers (10%), while 5% depend on other sources. The data suggests that social media is the most trusted and accessible platform among respondents, highlighting its central role in shaping public awareness on issues of police misconduct.

QUESTION 10: What is the main challenge faced by media in reporting police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE X
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Censorship
	10
	10%

	Lack of access to information
	30
	30%

	Fear of retaliation
	30
	30%

	Low audience interest
	25
	25%

	Other
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table X, the most commonly cited challenges faced by media in reporting police brutality in Kwara State are lack of access to information and fear of retaliation, each selected by 30% of respondents. This is followed by low audience interest (25%) and censorship (10%), while 5% identified other issues. These findings indicate that structural and safety-related barriers significantly hinder media coverage of police brutality, which may affect the depth and frequency of reporting on such cases.

Section C: 
QUESTION 11: Media coverage significantly increases public awareness of police brutality in Kwara State.
TABLE XI
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	20
	5%

	Agree 
	40
	10%

	Neutral
	25
	25%

	Disagree 
	5
	40%

	Strongly Disagree 
	10
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XI, 60% of respondents agree (40%) or strongly agree (20%) that media coverage significantly increases public awareness of police brutality in Kwara State. Meanwhile, 25% remain neutral, and a minority—15% in total—disagree (5%) or strongly disagree (10%). This suggests that the majority of respondents believe the media plays a crucial role in raising awareness about police brutality in the region.

QUESTION 12: Social media plays a critical role in documenting cases of police brutality in Kwara State.
TABLE XII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	30
	30%

	Agree 
	45
	45%

	Neutral
	15
	15%

	Disagree 
	7
	7%

	Strongly Disagree 
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XII, the majority of respondents—45% agree and 30% strongly agree—believe that social media plays a critical role in documenting cases of police brutality in Kwara State. Only a small proportion disagree (7%) or strongly disagree (3%), while 15% remain neutral. This indicates a strong consensus that social media is a vital tool for exposing and sharing incidents of police misconduct in the region.

QUESTION 13: Social media amplifies reports of police brutality more effectively than traditional media.
TABLE XIII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	25
	25%

	Agree 
	40
	40%

	Neutral
	20
	20%

	Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Strongly Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XIII, a significant portion of respondents believe that social media amplifies reports of police brutality more effectively than traditional media, with 40% agreeing and 25% strongly agreeing. Meanwhile, 20% remain neutral, and a smaller group disagrees (10%) or strongly disagrees (5%). This suggests that most respondents perceive social media as a more powerful platform for highlighting police brutality compared to traditional media.

QUESTION 14: Social media amplifies reports of police brutality more effectively than traditional media.
TABLE XIV
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	15
	15%

	Agree 
	35
	35%

	Neutral
	25
	25%

	Disagree 
	15
	15%

	Strongly Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XIV, 35% of respondents agree and 15% strongly agree that social media amplifies reports of police brutality more effectively than traditional media. However, 25% remain neutral, while 15% disagree and 10% strongly disagree. This indicates a divided perception among respondents, with a slight majority recognizing social media’s stronger role in amplifying police brutality reports compared to traditional media.

QUESTION 15: Media coverage of police brutality encourages public action (e.g., protests, advocacy) in Kwara State.
TABLE XV
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	20
	20%

	Agree 
	45
	45%

	Neutral
	20
	20%

	Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Strongly Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XV, the majority of respondents, 45%, agree and 20% strongly agree that media coverage of police brutality encourages public action such as protests and advocacy in Kwara State. Meanwhile, 20% remain neutral, and a smaller portion, 10% disagree and 5% strongly disagree. This suggests that most respondents perceive media coverage as a motivating factor for public engagement against police brutality.

QUESTION 16: Traditional media face censorship when reporting police brutality in Kwara State.
TABLE XVI
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	10
	10%

	Agree 
	30
	30%

	Neutral
	30
	30%

	Disagree 
	20
	20%

	Strongly Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XVI, 30% of respondents agree and 10% strongly agree that traditional media face censorship when reporting police brutality in Kwara State. However, 30% remain neutral on this issue, while 20% disagree and 10% strongly disagree. This indicates a divided perception among respondents regarding the extent of censorship faced by traditional media in reporting police brutality.

QUESTION 17: Misinformation on social media reduces the effectiveness of police brutality reports.
TABLE XVII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Strongly Agree
	15
	15%

	Agree 
	40
	40%

	Neutral
	25
	25%

	Disagree 
	15
	15%

	Strongly Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XVII, a majority of respondents—40% agree and 15% strongly agree—that misinformation on social media reduces the effectiveness of reports on police brutality. Meanwhile, 25% remain neutral, and a combined 20% disagree or strongly disagree with this statement. This suggests that most respondents recognize misinformation as a significant factor undermining the impact of social media reporting on police brutality.

QUESTION 18: Which media source do you find most reliable for reports on police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE XVIII
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Social media
	35
	35%

	Kwara TV
	40
	40%

	Radio Kwara
	15
	15%

	Newspapers
	5
	5%

	Other
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XVIII, the majority of respondents consider Kwara TV (40%) and social media (35%) as the most reliable sources for reports on police brutality in Kwara State. Radio Kwara follows with 15%, while newspapers and other sources are each regarded as reliable by only 5% of respondents. This indicates that electronic media, particularly television and social media, are perceived as more trustworthy platforms for information on police brutality among the respondents.

QUESTION 19: What is the primary challenge for social media in reporting police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE XIX 
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Misinformation
	20
	20%

	Lack of verification
	35
	35%

	Low reach
	5
	5%

	Regulatory restrictions
	30
	30%

	Other
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XIX, the primary challenge identified by respondents for social media reporting on police brutality in Kwara State is lack of verification, with 35% citing it as the main issue. Regulatory restrictions are also a significant concern, noted by 30% of respondents. Misinformation accounts for 20%, while low reach is seen as a challenge by only 5%. The remaining 10% mention other challenges. This suggests that while social media is a vital tool for reporting, issues with verifying information and regulatory limits hinder its effectiveness.

QUESTION 20: How effective is media coverage in raising awareness and influencing perceptions of police brutality in Kwara State?
TABLE XX
	Responses
	Frequency
	Percentage (%) 

	Very effective    
	15
	15%

	Somewhat effective   
	45
	45%

	Neutral
	25
	25%

	Somewhat ineffective  
	10
	10%

	Not effective at all   
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
In Table XX, a combined 60% of respondents believe that media coverage is effective in raising awareness and influencing perceptions of police brutality in Kwara State, with 15% rating it as very effective and 45% as somewhat effective. Meanwhile, 25% remain neutral on the issue, and 15% feel the coverage is somewhat or not effective at all. This indicates a generally positive perception of the media’s role, though a notable minority remains skeptical about its overall impact.

How effective is media coverage in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State?
II. What role does social media play in documenting and amplifying reports of police brutality?
III. What challenges do traditional and digital media face in reporting cases of police misconduct?


4.3. Analysis of Research Questions
Question 1: How effective is media coverage in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State?
Tables 4, 6, 11, 15, and 20 answer this research question.
Table 4: 25 (25%) access news about police brutality daily, 20 (20%) several times a week, 25 (25%) occasionally, and 30 (30%) rarely, indicating that 70% engage with such news at least occasionally, reflecting a high level of awareness facilitated by media exposure.
Table 6: 70 (70%) believe media coverage effectively raises awareness of police brutality, while 30 (30%) do not, suggesting a strong perception of media’s role in highlighting the issue.
Table 11: 40 (40%) agree and 20 (20%) strongly agree that media coverage significantly increases public awareness, with 25 (25%) neutral, 5 (5%) disagreeing, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreeing, indicating that 60% acknowledge a substantial awareness impact.

Table 15: 45 (45%) agree and 20 (20%) strongly agree that media coverage encourages public action (e.g., protests, advocacy), with 20 (20%) neutral, 10 (10%) disagreeing, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreeing, showing that 65% see media as a catalyst for public engagement.
Table 20: 45 (45%) consider media coverage somewhat effective and 15 (15%) very effective in raising awareness and influencing perceptions, with 25 (25%) neutral, 10 (10%) somewhat ineffective, and 5 (5%) not effective, indicating that 60% perceive at least moderate effectiveness.
Question 2: What role does social media play in documenting and amplifying reports of police brutality?
Tables 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, and 18 answer this research question.
Table 7: 80 (80%) have seen or shared social media content about police brutality, while 20 (20%) have not, highlighting social media’s widespread role in dissemination.
Table 8: 55 (55%) believe social media is more effective than traditional media in reporting police brutality, while 45 (45%) do not, indicating a slight majority favor social media’s impact.
Table 9: 40 (40%) rely on social media as their primary source for information on police brutality, compared to 25 (25%) for television, 20 (20%) for radio, 10 (10%) for newspapers, and 5 (5%) for other sources, underscoring social media’s prominence.
Table 12: 45 (45%) agree and 30 (30%) strongly agree that social media plays a critical role in documenting cases, with 15 (15%) neutral, 7 (7%) disagreeing, and 3 (3%) strongly disagreeing, showing that 75% recognize its documentation role.
Table 13: 40 (40%) agree and 25 (25%) strongly agree that social media amplifies reports more effectively than traditional media, with 20 (20%) neutral, 10 (10%) disagreeing, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreeing, indicating that 65% see it as a powerful amplifier.
Table 14: 35 (35%) agree and 15 (15%) strongly agree that social media amplifies reports more effectively, with 25 (25%) neutral, 15 (15%) disagreeing, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreeing, reinforcing that 50% acknowledge its amplification role.
Table 18: 35 (35%) find social media a reliable source for police brutality reports, second only to Kwara TV (40%), with 15 (15%) for Radio Kwara, 5 (5%) for newspapers, and 5 (5%) for other sources, suggesting strong trust in social media’s reporting role.
Question 3: What challenges do traditional and digital media face in reporting cases of police misconduct?
Tables 10, 16, 17, and 19 answer this research question.
Table 10: 30 (30%) cite lack of access to information and 30 (30%) cite fear of retaliation as the main challenges for media, followed by 25 (25%) for low audience interest, 10 (10%) for censorship, and 5 (5%) for other issues, indicating that access and safety are primary barriers.
Table 16: 30 (30%) agree and 10 (10%) strongly agree that traditional media face censorship, with 30 (30%) neutral, 20 (20%) disagreeing, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreeing, suggesting that 40% perceive censorship as a challenge for traditional media.
Table 17: 40 (40%) agree and 15 (15%) strongly agree that misinformation on social media reduces report effectiveness, with 25 (25%) neutral, 15 (15%) disagreeing, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreeing, indicating that 55% see misinformation as a significant digital media challenge.
Table 19: 35 (35%) identify lack of verification as the primary challenge for social media, followed by 30 (30%) for regulatory restrictions, 20 (20%) for misinformation, 5 (5%) for low reach, and 10 (10%) for other issues, highlighting verification and regulation as key digital media barriers.
4.4. Discussion of Findings
This study assesses the media coverage of police brutality in Kwara State, Nigeria, based on a survey of 100 respondents with a 100% response rate. The sample is predominantly young (80% aged 16–25), occupationally diverse (30% civil servants, 25% students, 20% traders/businesspersons), and concentrated in Ilorin East (60%). The findings highlight the effectiveness of media, particularly social media, in raising awareness of police brutality, its critical role in documenting and amplifying reports, and the significant challenges faced by both traditional and digital media in reporting such cases. These insights align with the study’s focus on evaluating how media coverage shapes public awareness and perceptions of police brutality in Kwara State.
Media coverage is perceived as moderately to highly effective in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State. A significant 70% of respondents believe media coverage effectively raises awareness (Table 6), and 60% agree or strongly agree that it significantly increases public awareness (Table 11). Additionally, 65% acknowledge that media coverage encourages public action, such as protests or advocacy (Table 15), and 60% rate media as at least somewhat effective in influencing perceptions (Table 20). The frequent engagement with police brutality news, with 45% accessing it regularly (25% daily, 20% several times a week) and 70% at least occasionally (Table 4), underscores the media’s reach among the youthful, tech-savvy sample. These findings align with research on media’s role in highlighting social justice issues, particularly in contexts with high public concern about police misconduct (Chermak & Weiss, 2005). The concentration in Ilorin East (60%, Table 5) may reflect localized media exposure, but the 25% neutrality and 15% perceiving ineffectiveness (Table 20) suggest limitations, possibly due to skepticism among less engaged respondents (30% access news rarely, Table 4) or uneven campaign visibility across Kwara State, indicating a need for broader and more consistent outreach.
Social media plays a pivotal role in documenting and amplifying reports of police brutality, leveraging its immediacy and accessibility to engage Nigerian youths. A substantial 80% of respondents have seen or shared social media content about police brutality (Table 7), and 40% rely on social media as their primary information source, surpassing television (25%) and radio (20%, Table 9). Furthermore, 75% agree or strongly agree that social media is critical for documenting cases (Table 12), and 65% (Table 13) and 50% (Table 14) affirm its superior amplification compared to traditional media. Social media’s reliability is notable, with 35% considering it a trusted source, closely following Kwara TV (40%, Table 18). These results reflect social media’s dominance in Nigeria’s digital landscape, where platforms like Twitter/X enable rapid dissemination of user-generated content, particularly among young, urban populations (Opeibi, 2016). The sample’s youthfulness (80% aged 16–25) and student presence (25%, Table 3) likely amplify this effect through peer sharing, as seen in social justice movements like #EndSARS (Mutsvairo, 2016). However, the 20% who have not engaged with such content (Table 7) and 45% who favor traditional media’s effectiveness (Table 8) indicate that social media’s reach is not universal, possibly due to trust in established media among civil servants (30%) or access barriers in semi-rural Ilorin East.
Both traditional and digital media face significant challenges in reporting police brutality, limiting their effectiveness in shaping public perceptions and driving change. For traditional media, lack of access to information (30%) and fear of retaliation (30%) are the primary barriers, followed by low audience interest (25%) and censorship (10%, Table 10). Additionally, 40% agree or strongly agree that traditional media face censorship (Table 16), reflecting Nigeria’s restrictive media environment, where regulatory bodies and political pressures often suppress sensitive content (Freedom House, 2023). For social media, lack of verification (35%) and regulatory restrictions (30%) are the top challenges, with misinformation cited by 20% (Table 19), and 55% agreeing that misinformation undermines report effectiveness (Table 17). These challenges align with studies on media reporting in developing contexts, where structural barriers, safety concerns, and digital misinformation dilute advocacy efforts (Harcourt, 2019). The diverse sample, including unemployed respondents (15%, Table 3) and those in Ilorin East (60%, Table 5), may face connectivity or economic barriers, exacerbating issues like low reach (5%, Table 19). The 30% neutrality on censorship (Table 16) and 25% on misinformation (Table 17) suggest varied perceptions, possibly due to differing media exposure across occupations or locations, highlighting the need for verified, accessible content to enhance reporting credibility.  
Media coverage, particularly through social media, is effective in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State, with 60–70% of respondents acknowledging its role in increasing public consciousness and encouraging action. Social media excels in documenting (75%) and amplifying (50–65%) reports, leveraging high engagement (80%) and trust (35%) among a young, tech-savvy audience. However, traditional media face barriers like censorship, access issues, and fear of retaliation, while social media struggles with verification, misinformation, and regulatory restrictions, limiting their overall impact. These findings underscore the need for integrated media strategies that combine social media’s reach with traditional media’s credibility, alongside efforts to address misinformation, improve access to information, and mitigate censorship. Targeted reporting in Ilorin East, leveraging the youthful demographic’s digital habits, could further enhance public awareness and advocacy against police brutality in Kwara State.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1. SUMMARY  
This research study, titled "Media Coverage of Police Brutality in Kwara State: An Analysis of Traditional and Digital Platforms," was structured into five comprehensive chapters to systematically investigate the role of traditional and digital media in shaping public perception and awareness of police brutality in Kwara State, Nigeria.  
Chapter One provided the background of the study, emphasizing the global and local significance of police brutality, particularly in Nigeria, with notable cases sparking movements like #EndSARS. It highlighted the role of media in exposing police misconduct and fostering public discourse, focusing on Kwara State. The chapter outlined the statement of the problem, research objectives, research questions, significance, scope, limitations, and operational definitions of key terms.  
Chapter Two presented the literature review, establishing a conceptual framework that defined media, police brutality, and related concepts such as media functions, types, characteristics, and ownership in Nigeria. It anchored the study on two theoretical frameworks: Agenda-Setting Theory, which explains how media prioritizes issues to shape public discourse, and Social Responsibility Media Theory, which emphasizes the media’s obligation to provide accurate and ethical reporting. Empirical studies were reviewed to provide insights into media’s influence on public perception and the challenges faced in reporting police misconduct.  
Chapter Three detailed the research methodology, adopting a quantitative research design with a descriptive survey method. The population comprised residents of Kwara State, including media consumers, journalists, and victims or witnesses of police brutality, with a sample size of 100 respondents selected through purposive sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire, validated by experts and tested for reliability via a test-retest method. Data analysis was conducted using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) to generate descriptive statistics.  
Chapter Four presented and analyzed data collected from 100 respondents in Kwara State, primarily in Ilorin East (60%). The findings revealed that media coverage is effective in raising awareness of police brutality, with 70% of respondents agreeing it effectively highlights the issue and 60% acknowledging its role in increasing public awareness. Social media was identified as a critical tool, with 80% of respondents having seen or shared related content, 75% recognizing its role in documenting cases, and 65% affirming its superior amplification compared to traditional media. However, challenges were noted: traditional media face issues like lack of access to information (30%), fear of retaliation (30%), and censorship (40%), while social media struggles with lack of verification (35%), regulatory restrictions (30%), and misinformation (55%). The chapter underscored the media’s potential to encourage public action (65%) but highlighted barriers that limit its impact on policy reform.  

Chapter Five summarizes the findings from Chapters One to Four, draws conclusions based on the research objectives, and provides recommendations to address the identified challenges and enhance the media’s role in combating police brutality in Kwara State.  
5.2. CONCLUSION  
This study aimed to investigate the role of traditional and digital media in raising awareness of police brutality in Kwara State, their effectiveness in documenting and amplifying reports, and the challenges they face in reporting police misconduct. The findings confirm that media coverage significantly influences public awareness, with 70% of respondents acknowledging its effectiveness in highlighting police brutality and 60% agreeing it increases public consciousness. Social media, in particular, plays a pivotal role, with 80% of respondents engaging with related content and 75% recognizing its critical role in documenting cases. Additionally, 65% believe social media amplifies reports more effectively than traditional media, owing to its immediacy, accessibility, and user-generated content.  
The study revealed that media coverage encourages public action, such as protests and advocacy, with 65% of respondents affirming its role in mobilizing societal responses. However, the direct impact on policy reform remains limited, as awareness does not always translate into sustained systemic change. Socioeconomic factors, such as Nigeria’s restrictive media environment and public distrust in institutions, further complicate the media’s influence. The prominence of social media (40% rely on it as their primary source) underscores its transformative potential, particularly among young, tech-savvy audiences, but traditional media, like Kwara TV (40% reliability), remain trusted for their structured reporting.  
Challenges significantly hinder media effectiveness. Traditional media face barriers such as lack of access to information (30%), fear of retaliation (30%), and censorship (40%), reflecting Nigeria’s complex socio-political landscape. Social media, while powerful, is undermined by lack of verification (35%), regulatory restrictions (30%), and misinformation (55%), which erode trust and dilute the impact of reports. These challenges highlight the need for improved journalistic practices and regulatory frameworks to enhance media credibility and safety.  
In conclusion, both traditional and digital media significantly contribute to raising awareness and shaping public perceptions of police brutality in Kwara State. Social media excels in documentation and amplification, while traditional media provide contextualized reporting. However, structural and ethical challenges limit their ability to drive lasting policy reforms. Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach involving enhanced media independence, public education, and policy interventions to foster accountability and rebuild trust in law enforcement.  
5.3. RECOMMENDATION  
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the role of media in addressing police brutality in Kwara State:  

1. Social media platforms and regulatory bodies should implement stricter policies to verify content and curb misinformation, ensuring credible reporting of police brutality incidents.  
2. Authorities and civil society should initiate campaigns to educate the public on their rights and the dangers of police misconduct, leveraging both traditional and digital media to amplify these messages.  
3. Educational institutions should incorporate media literacy programs to equip citizens with skills to critically evaluate media content, reducing the impact of misinformation and fostering informed public discourse.  
4. Government and Stakeholders Should Collaborate with Influencers for Positive Messaging
5. Additional Qualitative Studies Should Be Conducted for further research, including in-depth interviews and focus groups, should be undertaken to explore nuanced perspectives on media’s role and its impact on policy reform, complementing the quantitative findings of this study.


