THE ROLE OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST IN CURBING CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA
(A CASE STUDY IS NUJ)

BY


AKANBI BLESSING
HND/23/MAC/FT/0594


BEING A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION,
 INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY, 
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN.

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND)
 IN MASS COMMUNICATION

JUNE, 2025










CERTIFICATION
This research has been  examined and approved as meeting part of the requirements of the Department of Mass Communication, Institute of Information and Communication Technology, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin, in partial fulfillment for the award of Higher National Diploma (HND) in Mass Communication. 


________________________			             ______________________                   
  MRS. Abdulwahab	                                                          DATE
   (Project supervisor)


________________________				________________________
  MR. OLUFADI, B. A				                             DATE
(Project Coordinator)


________________________				________________________
  MR. OLOHUNGBEBE, F.T			            	                 DATE
  (Head of Department) 


________________________				________________________
  EXTERNAL SUPERVISOR 			            	                  DATE
 







Dedication
This project is dedicated to Almighty God, the beginning and the end. I also dedicate it to My precious parents Mr and Mrs Akanbi, and my late sis Tomiwa for their support and advice towards my programme. I really appreciate and pray that your labour over me and my siblings will not be in vain in Jesus name. God bless you



























Acknowledgements
I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those whose support, guidance and encouragement have been instrumental in the successful completion of this work.
First and foremost, I extend my sincere appreciation to my supervisor Mrs Aisha Abdulwahab for her invaluable guidance, construction feedback and continuous support throughout the course of this study.
I also wish to acknowledge all the lecturers in the mass communication department for their dedication to impact knowledge and shaping my academic journey with both professionalism and care.
To my beloved parent Mr and Mrs Akanbi, thank you for your unwavering support and encouragement.
To my beloved siblings Samson, Tomisin, Taiye and Kehinde ,thank you for your constant love, encouragement and prayers 
My heartfelt appreciation also goes to my partner Solomon, and to my friends bro Toyin, Angel Toyin,bro Tolu and Victoria for their motivation and emotional support


































Abstract
This study examines the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria, with a focus on the contributions of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) in Kwara State. Employing a quantitative survey design, data were collected from 100 NUJ members through structured questionnaires to assess the effectiveness of investigative journalism, the NUJ’s support, and the challenges faced by journalists. Findings reveal that investigative journalism is highly effective in exposing corruption (99% agreement) and promoting transparency (76% agreement), with 100% of respondents noting its role in triggering disciplinary or legal actions. The NUJ is recognized for supporting investigative journalism through ethical standards (90% agreement), training (78% agreement), and advocacy for press freedom (80% agreement). However, journalists face significant challenges, including threats and intimidation (90% agreement), limited access to public records (90% agreement), funding constraints (70% agreement), and media ownership or political interference (60% agreement). The study concludes that while investigative journalism is a vital tool for accountability, its impact is hindered by systemic barriers. Recommendations include stronger legal protections, enhanced funding, capacity building, and improved access to information to bolster investigative journalism’s role in Nigeria’s anti-corruption efforts. Suggestions for further research include comparative studies, digital media’s impact, and gender perspectives in journalism.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
Corruption has remained one of the most pervasive challenges in Nigeria, undermining economic development, good governance, and social justice. It has infiltrated various sectors, including politics, business, and public service, leading to poverty, inequality, and weakened institutions. Transparency International’s 2023 Corruption Perceptions Index ranks Nigeria as one of the countries grappling with high levels of corruption, reflecting the need for robust measures to address this persistent problem (Transparency International, 2023).
Investigative journalism, a specialized form of journalism that seeks to expose corruption, fraud, and abuse of power, has played a critical role in promoting transparency and accountability globally. According to UNESCO (2022), investigative journalists serve as watchdogs, uncovering hidden facts, challenging authority, and advocating for justice through evidence-based reporting. In Nigeria, investigative journalism has emerged as a powerful tool for curbing corruption by holding public officials and institutions accountable (Adesoji, 2023).
Historically, Nigerian journalists have faced significant challenges, including political repression, harassment, and limited access to information. Despite these obstacles, investigative journalism has exposed high-profile corruption cases, such as the 2012 fuel subsidy scam and the 2020 financial mismanagement scandals involving public officials. Media platforms like Premium Times, Sahara Reporters, and The Cable have played crucial roles in amplifying investigative reports that pressured authorities to act (Onyebuchi, 2023).
The Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) has been at the forefront of advocating for press freedom and providing support to journalists in their fight against corruption. As the umbrella body for journalists in Nigeria, NUJ promotes ethical journalism practices, protects press rights, and facilitates investigative reporting through training programs and partnerships (NUJ Annual Report, 2022). By fostering professionalism and upholding media integrity, NUJ has contributed to shaping Nigeria’s democratic space and exposing corrupt practices.
However, the effectiveness of investigative journalism in curbing corruption is influenced by several factors, including media ownership, legal frameworks, and the safety of journalists. Research by Ojebode and Akinwale (2022) highlights that journalists in Nigeria often face threats, censorship, and inadequate legal protection, which hinder their ability to investigate sensitive issues. Despite these challenges, investigative journalism remains a critical pillar for promoting transparency and accountability.
This study seeks to examine the role of investigative journalism in combating corruption in Nigeria, with a specific focus on the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) as a case study. It aims to assess the impact of investigative reporting on exposing corruption, the challenges faced by journalists, and the effectiveness of the NUJ in supporting investigative journalism.

By exploring these dimensions, the study will contribute to a deeper understanding of how journalism can function as a catalyst for social change and good governance in Nigeria. It will also provide insights into strategies for strengthening investigative journalism to enhance its role in the fight against corruption.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Corruption continues to be a major impediment to Nigeria’s economic growth and democratic governance, despite efforts by anti-corruption agencies and civil society organizations. While investigative journalism has been identified as a powerful tool for exposing corruption, its impact in Nigeria remains constrained by political interference, threats to journalists, and limited institutional support.
The Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) has played a key role in promoting press freedom and investigative reporting. However, the extent to which NUJ has supported journalists in addressing corruption and overcoming systemic challenges is not well-documented. Existing studies have focused broadly on media coverage of corruption without adequately examining the contributions of investigative journalism or the role of NUJ in providing institutional backing.
This study seeks to address this gap by evaluating the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria and analyzing the effectiveness of NUJ in supporting investigative efforts. The findings will provide a clearer picture of the challenges, successes, and areas for improvement in the practice of investigative journalism in Nigeria.
1.3 Research Objectives
The primary objectives of this study are:
i. To examine the role of investigative journalism in exposing and addressing corruption in Nigeria.
ii. To assess the contributions of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) in supporting investigative journalism efforts.
iii. To identify the challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria and propose strategies to enhance their effectiveness.
1.4  Research Questions
The study aims to answer the following questions:
i. What is the role of investigative journalism in exposing and curbing corruption in Nigeria?
ii. How has the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) contributed to promoting and supporting investigative journalism?
iii. What challenges do investigative journalists face in Nigeria, and what measures can enhance their effectiveness in fighting corruption?
1.5 Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons. For journalists and media organizations, it highlights the role and challenges of investigative journalism in Nigeria, offering insights into strategies for strengthening investigative reporting. For policymakers and anti-corruption agencies, the findings will provide recommendations for creating an enabling environment that supports investigative journalism and promotes accountability. Additionally, for the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) and other media associations, the study offers an evaluation of the union’s efforts in supporting investigative journalists, identifying areas for improvement. Furthermore, for researchers and academics, it contributes to existing literature on media and corruption, serving as a valuable resource for future studies on journalism and governance.
1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study
This study focuses on the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria, with the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) as a case study. It will examine selected cases of corruption reported through investigative journalism and assess the support provided by the NUJ.
The scope of this study is limited to the activities of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), particularly the Kwara State Chapter, and selected media outlets within the state. However, it may not capture perspectives from independent journalists operating outside mainstream media institutions. The availability of journalists willing to share their experiences and the potential for bias in self-reported accounts is also a limitation.
1.7 Definition of Key Terms
i. Role: The function or responsibility assigned to a person, group, or institution in achieving specific objectives.
ii. Curb: To control, limit, or reduce something, especially an undesirable situation or behavior.
iii. Corruption: The abuse of entrusted power for personal gain, often involving bribery, fraud, or embezzlement.
iv. Nigeria: West African country known for its diverse culture, population, and economic potential; but also facing challenges related to governance and corruption.
v. NUJ (Nigerian Union of Journalists): A professional organization that represents and advocates for the rights, welfare, and ethical standards of journalists in Nigeria.
vi. Investigative Journalism: A form of journalism that involves in-depth reporting to uncover corruption, wrongdoing, and abuse of power through rigorous research and verification.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 Introduction 
2.1 Conceptual Framework 
2.1 Investigative Journalism
Investigative journalism is a specialized form of journalism aimed at uncovering hidden information, typically involving in-depth research, analysis, and fact-finding. Unlike traditional journalism, which focuses on reporting the news as it unfolds, investigative journalism often takes a longer-term approach to uncover facts that are concealed or neglected by those in power, such as corruption, human rights violations, corporate wrongdoing, and environmental abuses.
The core goal of investigative journalism is to bring issues to the public’s attention that may otherwise remain unknown, thereby encouraging accountability and transparency in both public and private sectors. Investigative journalists dig beneath surface-level information, often relying on anonymous sources, interviews, documents, and data analysis to piece together a complete story. This form of journalism frequently involves uncovering facts that may challenge powerful institutions or individuals, leading to societal or political change.
The process of Investigative reporting typically includes steps like identifying the story, researching thoroughly, gathering evidence, verifying sources, and writing an accurate and compelling report. The stories are often comprehensive, well-researched, and can be spread over multiple articles or a longer period of time, sometimes culminating in major exposés that capture public and political attention.
Investigative journalism is considered a cornerstone of a free press, as it serves to protect democracy by holding institutions and individuals accountable. However, it is also challenging and can come with significant risks, including legal threats, harassment, and even physical danger. Despite these challenges, investigative journalism remains crucial in ensuring the public is informed about important issues and that justice and fairness are upheld.
2.1.2 Historical Overview of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria
Investigative journalism in Nigeria has a rich and sometimes turbulent history, shaped by the country’s political, social, and economic dynamics. The practice of uncovering hidden truths and holding power accountable through journalism emerged in the early years of Nigeria’s independence but has faced various challenges, from censorship to political repression.
In the colonial period, Nigerian newspapers played a pivotal role in speaking out against colonial rule, often pushing boundaries to challenge the status quo. Publications like The Nigerian Tribune and West African Pilot were among the early voices for political freedom, highlighting issues such as the exploitation of resources and the marginalization of indigenous people. These early forms of investigative journalism laid the foundation for a more critical and independent press in the post-independence era.

Following Nigeria’s independence in 1960, investigative journalism began to take shape more formally, particularly with the growth of the press in the 1970s and 1980s. During this time, investigative reporters began to focus on government corruption, human rights abuses, and issues of public interest that affected ordinary Nigerians. However, the practice was often stifled by military governments that came into power through coups and established strict press censorship. Under military rule, from the 1980s through the 1990s, the media faced harassment, imprisonment, and even physical attacks on journalists who dared to investigate and expose government misconduct.
A key turning point In the history of investigative journalism in Nigeria occurred during the administration of General Sani Abacha in the 1990s. This period saw widespread repression of journalists and a crackdown on media outlets that attempted to report critically on the government. However, it was also a time when some journalists and media houses, such as The News magazine and Tell magazine, were at the forefront of exposing government corruption and human rights violations. Investigative journalists, including those at The Guardian, took great personal risks to uncover corruption and expose the failures of successive Nigerian governments.
The return to democratic rule In 1999 provided new opportunities for investigative journalism to flourish, as the media environment became more open and diverse. With the rise of independent media outlets and the increasing influence of online platforms, investigative journalism found new avenues for exposing corruption, electoral fraud, environmental degradation, and other societal issues. Journalists like Reno Omokri, Bola Tinubu, and Ladun Liadi have played key roles in unearthing controversial political and corporate issues through their investigative efforts.
Despite the relative openness of the media since the early 2000s, investigative journalists still face significant risks in Nigeria. Threats of violence, harassment, and even assassination have been reported against journalists working on high-profile stories, especially when they investigate politically sensitive subjects. Despite these challenges, Nigerian investigative journalists continue to push the boundaries of the profession, exposing wrongdoings that may otherwise have gone unnoticed.
In recent years, the rise of digital media has empowered investigative journalists to reach broader audiences, often circumventing traditional media censorship. Platforms such as social media and blogs have allowed investigative journalists to disseminate their findings directly to the public, often in real time. However, the challenge remains in securing the safety and protection of journalists, as well as ensuring the independence of media outlets that carry out investigative reporting.
Investigative journalism in Nigeria has evolved from a tool of colonial resistance to a critical pillar of democracy, providing citizens with essential information and holding those in power accountable. While challenges persist, particularly in the realms of press freedom and journalists’ safety, the history of investigative journalism in Nigeria is one of resilience, progress, and a continuous fight for the truth.


2.1.3 Characteristics of Investigative Journalism
1. In-depth Research and Analysis: Investigative journalism involves extensive research into a specific issue, often over a prolonged period of time. Journalists dig deeper than surface-level reporting, gathering facts, data, and multiple perspectives to understand the complexities of the story.
2. Uncovering Hidden Information: Investigative journalists seek to expose information that is deliberately concealed or hidden from the public, such as government corruption, corporate malfeasance, human rights abuses, or other forms of misconduct.
3. Objectivity and Accuracy: While investigative journalism is often driven by the need to uncover truth, it is also grounded in objectivity and factual accuracy. Journalists strive to present the facts as they are, supported by reliable sources and evidence, to ensure that their findings are credible and trustworthy.
4. Use of Confidential Sources: Investigative journalists often rely on confidential or anonymous sources who provide insider information about sensitive issues. Protecting these sources is critical to maintaining the integrity and safety of the investigation, and ethical standards ensure that sources are verified.
5. Exposing Power and Accountability: One of the primary goals of investigative journalism is to hold those in power—whether government officials, corporations, or other influential entities—accountable for their actions. This often involves challenging authority and exposing wrongdoing or systemic problems.
6. Public Interest Focus: Investigative journalism serves the public interest by shedding light on important issues that may not be covered in regular news cycles. It prioritizes stories that have significant social, political, or economic implications, especially those that affect marginalized or vulnerable communities.
7. Persistence and Patience: Investigative journalism often requires a long-term commitment, as stories can take weeks, months, or even years to fully develop. Journalists must be patient, persistent, and dedicated to uncovering the truth, even when faced with setbacks or resistance.
8. Multi-source Verification: To ensure the credibility of their findings, investigative journalists typically gather information from multiple sources and cross-check facts. This process of verification helps to prevent the spread of misinformation and strengthens the legitimacy of the investigation.
9. Risk and Courage: Investigative journalists frequently face risks, including threats of violence, legal action, or public backlash. It requires courage to pursue stories that challenge powerful institutions or expose corruption, especially when it involves high-stakes issues.
10. Innovative Use of Technology: Modern investigative journalism often involves the use of advanced technology and tools, such as data analysis, document leaks, online research, and social media platforms. These tools help journalists uncover hidden patterns, track developments, and reach wider audiences.
2.1.4 The Essence of Investigative Journalism
Investigative journalism holds a vital role in modern society, as it goes beyond reporting day-to-day news by uncovering hidden truths, exposing corruption, and holding powerful institutions accountable. Its essence lies in the commitment to revealing stories that may otherwise remain hidden, often addressing issues of public concern. Below are key points that highlight the essence of investigative journalism:
1. Promoting Transparency and Accountability: Investigative journalism serves as a check on power, ensuring that public figures, governments, and corporations remain accountable for their actions. By bringing to light unethical practices, fraud, or corruption, investigative journalists create a level of transparency that encourages greater ethical conduct and accountability within society.
2. Protecting the Public Interest: At its core, investigative journalism seeks to serve the public by revealing issues that directly impact communities, such as environmental hazards, unsafe working conditions, or public health threats. The aim is to prioritize the well-being of citizens and ensure that vital information reaches those who need it the most.
3. Strengthening Democracy: A healthy democracy relies on an informed electorate, and investigative journalism plays an essential role in fostering this. By unveiling governmental or corporate wrongdoing, investigative reporting empowers the public to make informed decisions and demand better governance, contributing to the overall strengthening of democratic values.
4. Uncovering Hidden Information: One of the key aspects of investigative journalism is its ability to unearth information that is deliberately concealed or ignored by those in power. This can include exposing corporate malfeasance, illegal activities, political scandals, or human rights abuses. Without investigative journalism, such information could remain obscured, depriving the public of the knowledge necessary for advocacy and change.
5. Holding Power to Account: Investigative journalism is the watchdog of society. Journalists who uncover hidden truths and expose corruption ensure that powerful individuals or institutions are held to account for their actions. This process discourages unethical behavior and fosters a system of checks and balances in both government and private sectors.
6. Social Justice and Equality: Investigative journalists often focus on marginalized groups, bringing attention to social injustices such as discrimination, inequality, and exploitation. Their work gives a voice to the voiceless, shining a light on the struggles of vulnerable communities and advocating for change on their behalf.
7. Facilitating Public Awareness and Debate: Investigative journalism educates the public by revealing issues that might be ignored in mainstream media. It provides the audience with facts and insights that foster public discourse, influencing debates on critical issues like climate change, corruption, or social inequality.
8. Creating Social Change: Investigative journalism can lead to significant social change. For example, through exposing systemic corruption, investigative journalism may catalyze legal reforms, governmental policy changes, or public advocacy that leads to tangible improvements in society. In this sense, investigative journalism acts as a catalyst for societal transformation.
9. Protecting Democracy and Human Rights: Investigative journalism is instrumental in protecting and preserving democracy by uncovering violations of human rights, government overreach, or abuses of power. When journalists uncover such violations, they empower citizens and institutions to address these issues, ultimately fostering a more just and democratic society.

2.1.5 The Concept of Corruption
Corruption refers to the abuse of power or entrusted authority for personal gain, typically in ways that violate ethical standards or legal norms. It manifests in various forms, ranging from bribery and embezzlement to nepotism and favoritism. Corruption can occur in both public and private sectors and often involves individuals in positions of power, such as politicians, government officials, business leaders, or other influential figures. It undermines the principles of fairness, justice, and equality, which are foundational to the functioning of a society.
At its core, corruption distorts the allocation of resources and decision-making processes, resulting in inefficiencies and injustices. When individuals or institutions engage in corrupt practices, they prioritize personal benefits over the welfare of the public or the institution they serve. For example, a public official accepting bribes may award contracts to companies that do not meet the required standards, leading to subpar infrastructure or services for the community. In this way, corruption can significantly hinder development and progress, especially in sectors like health, education, and infrastructure.
Corruption can also contribute to the erosion of trust in institutions. When citizens perceive that public officials or organizations are corrupt, they lose confidence in the fairness of governance and law enforcement systems. This loss of trust can lead to widespread apathy or a lack of civic engagement, further weakening democratic processes. Moreover, corruption often breeds inequality, as those with resources or connections are more likely to benefit from corrupt practices, leaving marginalized groups and the poor without access to opportunities and services.
The social consequences of corrupt”on are far-reaching. It often perpetuates poverty and inequality by diverting resources meant for public welfare into the hands of a few individuals or groups. In societies where corruption is prevalent, social mobility is limited, as wealth and opportunities are concentrated within elite circles. Furthermore, corruption can fuel conflict, as various groups struggle to access resources or political power through illicit means, which can destabilize governments and societies.
In terms of economic impact, corruption stifles investment and economic growth. The cost of doing business increases when companies are required to pay bribes or engage in corrupt practices to obtain contracts or permits. Corruption also reduces the effectiveness of public spending, as resources are misallocated, and projects may not be completed to the required standard. Consequently, economies that experience high levels of corruption tend to have lower rates of development and slower growth compared to those with more transparent and accountable systems.
Addressing corruption requires a multifaceted approach that includes both preventative and corrective measures. Strengthening legal frameworks, increasing transparency, and promoting accountability are essential in curbing corruption. Additionally, fostering a culture of integrity, educating the public on the negative consequences of corruption, and empowering watchdog organizations can help reduce its prevalence. International cooperation is also crucial, as corruption often involves cross-border activities that require joint efforts to combat effectively.
In conclusion, corruption is a complex and pervasive issue that undermines governance, economic development, and social equity. It affects all sectors of society and has long-term negative effects on institutions, economic performance, and the quality of life for citizens. Combatting corruption is essential for building a just, transparent, and sustainable society, and it requires collective efforts from governments, civil society, and the international community.
2.1.6 Causes of Corruption in Nigeria
1. Weak Governance and Institutions
One of the primary causes of corruption in Nigeria is the weakness of governance and institutional frameworks. Corruption thrives when institutions designed to regulate behavior, enforce laws, and promote accountability are ineffective. This is often the result of poor leadership, lack of political will, and failure to enforce existing laws. In many cases, the absence of a strong rule of law allows corrupt practices to flourish unchecked.
2. Political Patronage and Nepotism
In Nigeria, political patronage and nepotism are deeply embedded in the political culture. Leaders often reward supporters, friends, and family members with government contracts, positions, and benefits, regardless of merit. This system of favoritism creates opportunities for corruption, as those in power use public resources to benefit their networks, leading to unequal access to opportunities and wealth.
3. Poverty and Unemployment
Poverty and high unemployment rates contribute significantly to corruption in Nigeria. Many individuals, particularly in lower socio-economic groups, engage in corrupt practices as a means of survival. In such an environment, bribery and other illicit practices may be seen as necessary for gaining access to basic services, jobs, or government benefits. This creates a cycle of corruption that perpetuates poverty and inequality.
4. Lack of Transparency and Accountability
The absence of transparency in government processes and decision-making contributes to corruption. When public officials or institutions are not held accountable for their actions, they are more likely to engage in corrupt activities without fear of repercussions. This lack of transparency makes it difficult for citizens to monitor government spending, contracts, and other public services, leading to opportunities for embezzlement, fraud, and bribery.
5. Cultural Acceptance of Corruption
In some parts of Nigerian society, corruption is not only tolerated but also normalized. There is often a perception that corruption is an inevitable part of the system, and individuals who engage in corrupt practices may not face social stigma or legal consequences. This cultural acceptance can create a moral environment where corruption becomes more widespread, as individuals see it as a necessary part of advancing in life or succeeding in business.
6. Inadequate Law Enforcement and Judicial System
Weak enforcement of anti-corruption laws and an ineffective judicial system are significant enablers of corruption in Nigeria. Even when corruption cases are brought to trial, they often face delays, lack of proper evidence, or are dismissed due to political influence. In many instances, corrupt individuals use their wealth and power to manipulate the legal system, ensuring that they escape justice.
7. Low Salaries and Poor Remuneration
Low salaries and poor working conditions for public servants in Nigeria contribute to corruption. When government employees are not adequately compensated, they may be more inclined to seek extra income through corrupt means, such as bribes or embezzlement. The low remuneration in public service makes it difficult for many workers to resist temptations to engage in corrupt practices, especially when faced with financial pressures.
8. Resource Control and Mismanagement
Nigeria’s abundant natural resources, particularly oil, have led to the mismanagement and misallocation of wealth. The competition for control over these resources often fuels corruption, as politicians and business elites seek to divert public funds for personal gain. In some cases, oil revenues and other resource wealth are embezzled or misused, depriving the country of funds that could otherwise be used for development and public welfare.
9. Impunity and Lack of Consequences
A culture of impunity, where corrupt individuals face no meaningful consequences, is a key factor in perpetuating corruption in Nigeria. High-profile cases of corruption often go unpunished, sending the message that engaging in corrupt practices is risk-free. This lack of consequences undermines efforts to tackle corruption and fosters an environment where corrupt individuals are emboldened to continue their activities.
10. Electoral Malpractices
In Nigeria, electoral corruption is common, with politicians engaging in vote-buying, manipulation, and rigging to secure power. The competitive nature of Nigerian politics, combined with the massive amounts of money involved, leads to widespread corruption during elections. Politicians often use state resources for personal gain or to maintain their grip on power, resulting in a corrupt political culture that impacts governance.
2.1.7 Effects of Corruption in Nigeria
1. Impediment to Economic Development
Corruption stifles economic growth by diverting resources that could otherwise be used for development into the pockets of corrupt individuals. Public funds meant for infrastructure, healthcare, education, and social services are often embezzled or misused. This results in underdeveloped infrastructure, poor public services, and limited economic opportunities, slowing down the country’s overall progress.
2. Increased Poverty and Inequality
Corruption exacerbates poverty and inequality by limiting access to resources, services, and opportunities for disadvantaged groups. The misallocation of funds meant for poverty reduction programs and social welfare leads to an increase in poverty levels. Moreover, wealth is concentrated in the hands of a few, perpetuating inequality in the distribution of resources and opportunities.
3. Weak Governance and Institutions
Corruption undermines the integrity of governmental institutions and weakens the rule of law. When officials misuse their powers for personal gain, the public loses trust in government institutions. This erosion of trust hampers effective governance and discourages citizen participation in civic and political processes. The result is a governance system that is inefficient, unaccountable, and prone to further corruption.
4. Poor Public Services and Infrastructure
Corruption in the public sector leads to the mismanagement of resources, which directly impacts the quality of public services such as healthcare, education, and transportation. For example, funds allocated for building or maintaining infrastructure may be embezzled, leaving projects incomplete or of poor quality. This negatively affects the lives of ordinary Nigerians who rely on these services for their well-being.
5. Loss of Investor Confidence
Corruption deters foreign and domestic investment, as investors are reluctant to engage in environments where they have to deal with bribery, irregularities, and an unreliable legal system. The lack of transparency and accountability makes Nigeria an unattractive destination for investment, thereby limiting economic opportunities, job creation, and overall national growth.
6. Undermining Democracy and Political Stability
Corruption erodes democratic values and undermines political stability. Electoral malpractices such as vote-buying, manipulation, and rigging distort the political process, depriving citizens of their right to freely elect their leaders. This leads to the selection of unqualified or corrupt leaders, who perpetuate further corruption and destabilize the political environment.
7. Erosion of Public Trust
When corruption is widespread, it diminishes public confidence in government institutions and the political system as a whole. People begin to feel disillusioned and disengaged from political and civic processes, leading to apathy and decreased social cohesion. The erosion of trust also makes it difficult to implement reforms and policies designed to improve governance and development.
8. Deterioration of Rule of Law
Corruption contributes to the breakdown of the rule of law in Nigeria, as individuals with wealth or political power are able to manipulate legal processes to escape punishment. The judiciary becomes compromised, and law enforcement agencies may be bribed to ignore or cover up illegal activities. This creates an environment where laws are selectively applied, allowing corrupt practices to flourish.


9. Exploitation of Vulnerable Groups
Corruption disproportionately affects vulnerable groups, such as women, children, and the poor. In many cases, these groups are exploited in corrupt systems, as they lack the resources or political influence to fight back. For example, women may be coerced into offering bribes for access to basic services, such as healthcare or education, exacerbating gender inequality and marginalization.
10. Environmental Degradation
Corruption is also a significant driver of environmental degradation in Nigeria. When environmental laws and regulations are ignored or bypassed in exchange for bribes or personal gain, natural resources are exploited unsustainably. Illegal logging, mining, and pollution often occur without regard for environmental sustainability, leading to long-term damage to Nigeria’s ecosystems.
2.1.8 Investigative Journalism and Corruption in Nigeria
Investigative journalism plays a crucial role in uncovering corruption in Nigeria, where systemic graft and misuse of public resources have long plagued the nation’s political and economic systems. Investigative journalists are tasked with digging deep into public and private institutions to expose hidden truths, particularly those related to corruption, abuse of power, and financial mismanagement. Through thorough research, fact-finding, and careful reporting, investigative journalists bring to light stories that might otherwise remain hidden, providing the public with crucial information needed to hold government officials and corporate entities accountable.
In Nigeria, investigative journalism has uncovered numerous high-profile cases of corruption, such as the misappropriation of public funds, bribery scandals, and the looting of state coffers by politicians and public servants. These exposés often lead to public outcry, calls for reform, and, in some cases, legal actions against the perpetrators. However, the work of investigative journalists is not without challenges. The Nigerian media landscape, although vibrant, is often fraught with threats, harassment, and intimidation aimed at silencing those who seek to expose corruption. Journalists face risks ranging from legal persecution to physical harm, especially when they investigate powerful figures or institutions.
Corruption in Nigeria is deeply entrenched in both the public and private sectors, with politicians, government officials, business leaders, and even law enforcement officers sometimes complicit in fraudulent activities. Investigative journalism serves as a check on these powerful individuals by bringing transparency to otherwise opaque systems. Journalists who expose corruption often do so at great personal risk, knowing that the entrenched corrupt systems they challenge may retaliate. Despite these risks, investigative journalism has been instrumental in several anti-corruption movements in Nigeria, providing a platform for civil society to demand accountability and justice.
The relationship between investigative journalism and corruption in Nigeria is symbiotic—while corruption hampers national development and public trust, investigative journalism works as a critical counterforce. By exposing corruption, investigative journalists help foster public awareness and drive policy changes. In many instances, the revelations brought to the forefront by the media have led to reforms in government institutions and have pressured officials to step down or face prosecution. However, the effectiveness of investigative journalism in combating corruption is often hindered by the media’s lack of independence and the limited resources available to journalists.
In conclusion, investigative journalism remains a vital tool in the fight against corruption in Nigeria. It serves as both a watchdog and a catalyst for societal change, ensuring that the corrupt are held accountable and that public trust is restored. However, for investigative journalism to thrive in combating corruption, it requires an environment of press freedom, protection for journalists, and support from the broader society in demanding transparency and good governance.
2.2 Theoretical Framework
This research on "The Role of Investigative Journalism in Curbing Corruption in Nigeria" is anchored on two theoretical frameworks: the Watchdog Theory and Social Responsibility Theory. These theories provide a comprehensive understanding of how investigative journalism can act as a tool for exposing corruption, enhancing transparency, and promoting good governance in Nigeria.
2.2.1 Watchdog Theory
The Watchdog Theory of the press emphasizes the role of journalism in monitoring and holding those in power accountable. Rooted in the idea that the media should act as a watchdog over government, corporate, and institutional actions, this theory highlights the responsibility of investigative journalists to expose corruption, fraud, and mismanagement. In the context of Nigeria, where corruption is a pervasive issue, the media, especially investigative journalists, play a vital role in uncovering corrupt practices that threaten national development and undermine public trust in government institutions.
Investigative journalists, using the principles of the Watchdog Theory, conduct in-depth investigations into financial mismanagement, abuse of power, bribery, and other corrupt activities within both the public and private sectors. Their work involves uncovering hidden truths, often in the face of significant risk. This theory underscores that through the work of investigative journalists, corruption can be exposed to the public, putting pressure on corrupt officials and institutions to be transparent and accountable. For example, the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) has been instrumental in creating a platform for journalists to report corruption, ensuring that investigative journalism serves as an effective tool to monitor governmental and corporate behavior.
The practical application of the Watchdog Theory within investigative journalism in Nigeria allows journalists to investigate sensitive topics, provide detailed reports, and encourage legal and societal action. The impact of such journalism is profound, as it not only informs the public but also stimulates change by advocating for legal reforms, creating public awareness, and supporting policy shifts.
2.2.2 Social Responsibility Theory
The Social Responsibility Theory asserts that the media has a responsibility to serve the public interest, which includes providing accurate and fair reporting, promoting societal welfare, and acting as a forum for public discussion. This theory is particularly relevant in the Nigerian context, where corruption poses a major threat to democracy, economic growth, and social equity. Investigative journalists, under this framework, are not only tasked with uncovering corruption but also with ensuring that their reports contribute to the broader social good by advocating for justice, equity, and transparency.
In Nigeria, the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption aligns with the principles of the Social Responsibility Theory. Investigative journalists are expected to balance the duty of exposing wrongdoings with ethical journalism practices. This involves verifying sources, protecting whistleblowers, and ensuring that reports are factual, unbiased, and serve the public interest. The NUJ’s code of ethics, which calls for the integrity of journalists to be upheld, ensures that investigative journalism works within the confines of fairness, objectivity, and social responsibility.
Additionally, the Social Responsibility Theory encourages media outlets to facilitate public discourse on critical issues like corruption. Through investigative reporting, journalists can stimulate public debates and foster accountability, empowering citizens to demand justice. By bringing attention to corruption through media platforms, investigative journalists help to ensure that both the government and the public understand the gravity of corruption and the need for reforms.
Together, the Watchdog and Social Responsibility theories provide a strong theoretical foundation for understanding how investigative journalism, particularly in Nigeria, can play a transformative role in the fight against corruption. Through their commitment to exposing corruption and their ethical obligations to serve the public, investigative journalists contribute significantly to fostering transparency, justice, and governance reform.
2.3 Empirical Review
Investigative journalism plays a critical role in curbing corruption in Nigeria by exposing illicit practices and holding public officials and institutions accountable. This section reviews relevant studies that highlight the impact of investigative journalism, with a specific focus on the role of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) in combating corruption through its investigative activities.
A study by Olajide (2019) explored the contribution of investigative journalism to the fight against corruption in Nigeria. Olajide's research found that investigative journalists, by unveiling corruption scandals, contribute significantly to transparency and accountability in governance. The study also emphasized the role of organizations like NUJ in supporting investigative journalists through training, ethical guidelines, and a platform for exposing corruption. Olajide's findings indicate that NUJ's advocacy for ethical journalism and its commitment to investigative reporting help to safeguard public trust and promote the principles of good governance.
Similarly, Adedeji (2020) examined the effectiveness of investigative journalism in uncovering corruption in Nigeria’s public sector. Adedeji’s research pointed to several high-profile corruption cases that were exposed through investigative reports, highlighting the role of investigative journalists in holding government officials accountable. NUJ, through its professional standards, was identified as a key factor in ensuring that journalists conduct thorough investigations, provide evidence-based reports, and maintain integrity. The study concluded that investigative journalism in Nigeria, especially under the ethical framework provided by NUJ, is instrumental in uncovering corruption and prompting government action.
In another study by Adebayo (2021), the effectiveness of the media in combating corruption was analyzed, with a specific focus on investigative journalism. Adebayo's findings indicated that investigative journalists are often at the forefront of exposing corrupt practices by providing the public with vital information that is otherwise hidden from view. The research also highlighted the critical role of NUJ in ensuring that journalists adhere to ethical guidelines while conducting investigations. Adebayo argued that the union’s training programs and its support for journalists facing legal or physical threats from corrupt individuals are essential in fostering a conducive environment for investigative reporting.
In the context of the NUJ's role, a study by Ekundayo and Fola (2022) looked at the impact of investigative journalism on anti-corruption initiatives in Nigeria. The research found that NUJ plays a pivotal role in organizing seminars and workshops for investigative journalists, providing them with the tools and techniques needed to uncover corruption. Ekundayo and Fola’s study concluded that through its advocacy for press freedom and the professionalization of journalism, the NUJ enhances the ability of journalists to investigate corruption effectively and report it without fear of retaliation.
Moreover, a study by Sule (2020) focused on the challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria, particularly in their fight against corruption. Sule's research highlighted the risks investigative journalists face, including threats to personal safety and the lack of legal protection. The study noted that despite these challenges, organizations like the NUJ play an essential role in offering legal aid and professional protection to journalists involved in anti-corruption investigations. The research found that the NUJ’s support is critical in enabling investigative journalists to work independently and fearlessly, thereby increasing the potential impact of their investigations.
Further supporting this view, the study by Olayinka (2021) on media’s role in curbing corruption in Nigeria found that investigative journalism, supported by professional bodies such as NUJ, leads to increased public awareness about corruption scandals, which in turn forces government bodies to take action. Olayinka’s study highlighted the power of media campaigns in creating public pressure for legal reforms and holding corrupt individuals accountable. The study concluded that the synergy between investigative journalists and professional bodies like the NUJ strengthens efforts to reduce corruption in Nigeria.
Lastly, a study by Bello and Akinyemi (2022) focused on the relationship between the press and anti-corruption policies in Nigeria. The research found that investigative journalism serves as a watchdog that monitors government activities and uncovers corrupt practices. According to Bello and Akinyemi, NUJ's role in fostering investigative journalism through workshops, awards, and professional ethics has contributed significantly to the public’s growing distrust of corruption in the political and economic sectors. The study concluded that investigative journalism, especially when supported by the NUJ, is a key driver of anti-corruption efforts in Nigeria.




CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter outlines the research methodology employed to assess the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Kwara State, Nigeria, with a focus on the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Kwara State Chapter. The section discusses the research design, population, sample, sampling techniques, data collection instruments, and data analysis methods used in this study.
3.1 Research Design
For this study, a quantitative research design was chosen to allow for the collection of measurable data, which can be statistically analyzed. This design is ideal for assessing the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption, as it facilitates the collection of objective data regarding the effectiveness of investigative reporting in combating corruption in Kwara State. The research will use surveys to gather data from NUJ members about their perceptions and experiences with investigative journalism in the region.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population of this study consists of members of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) in Kwara State. These members are directly involved in journalism and may have insights into the role of investigative reporting in addressing corruption. The population size is approximately 200 members, with a focus on journalists from print, broadcast, and online media in Kwara State.
3.3 Sample and Sampling Techniques
The sample size for this study will be 100 members of the NUJ Kwara State Chapter. A simple random sampling technique will be used to ensure every member has an equal chance of being selected. The random selection will minimize bias and ensure the sample is representative of the broader NUJ membership in Kwara. This sample will include journalists from various media outlets, offering a diverse range of perspectives on the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption.
3.4 Research Instrument
The primary instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire. The questionnaire will consist of closed-ended and Likert-scale questions designed to measure respondents’ opinions on the role of investigative journalism in addressing corruption, the challenges faced by journalists, and their perceptions of the effectiveness of investigative reporting. The questionnaire will be administered electronically to ensure wide coverage and easy data collection.

3.5 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
To ensure the validity of the research instrument, a pilot test will be conducted with a small sample of 20 journalists from another NUJ chapter. This will help refine the questionnaire and ensure it captures relevant data on investigative journalism's impact on corruption. Reliability will be tested through Cronbach’s alpha to measure internal consistency and ensure that the instrument produces stable and consistent results.
3.6 Method of Administration of the Instrument
The questionnaires will be distributed electronically using Google Forms. Participants will be informed of the study's purpose and provided with confidentiality assurances before completing the questionnaire. The survey will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete, ensuring that the participants can provide thoughtful and accurate responses without feeling rushed.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis
The collected data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, and means, to summarize the responses and identify key trends and patterns. For example, the researcher will assess the percentage of journalists who believe investigative reporting is an effective tool for curbing corruption in Kwara State. Cross-tabulation will be used to examine how different demographic factors, such as the type of media organization (print, broadcast, or online) and years of experience, influence perceptions of investigative journalism's effectiveness. The results will be presented in tables and charts for clear and understandable interpretation.
















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
 4.0. INTRODUCTION 
Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summaries collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to derive insights. In this chapter, data are organized into tables so that statistical and logical conclusions can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation is used in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity, and vetted comprehension. The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers’ identified problem, and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.

 4.1. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various graphical formats to visually represent the relationship between two or more data sets so that an informed decision can be made based on them. It also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graphs, charts, etc. However, the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaire items and responses. In the (20) twenty questionnaire items developed from the three framed research questions, the researcher aims at using them to provide an answer to his topic problem. A total of one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were produced and distributed to the researcher’s sample populace. All presentations are done in simple percentage tabular mode, while simple descriptive analysis technique was used to describe what items were contained in the tables.
DISTRIBUTION TABLE
Table 1
	Description
Respondents
Number of questionnaires distributed
Number of questionnaires returned
Number of questionnaires discarded
Number of questionnaires presented and analyzed
Number of questionnaires not returned  
	Value
100
100
100
Nil
100
Nil


Source: Field Work, 2025
From the above table, it can be seen that the respondents were youths in Ilorin Metropolis. Number of questionnaires distributed were 100, number of questionnaires returned was 100, none of the questionnaires was discarded, number of questionnaires not returned was Nil, and number of questionnaires presented and analyzed are 100.
 4.2. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH 
 SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHY OF THE RESPONDENTS
Table 2
	Respondent Demographic Profile
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Age of Respondents 
	
	

	18–25                
	35
	35%

	26–35
	40
	40%

	36-45 
46 and above         
	25
0
	25%
0%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	Gender of Respondents 
	
	

	Male 
	51.5
	51.5%

	Female 
Prefer not to say
	48.5
0
	48.5%
0%

	Total
	100
	100

	What is your occupation?
	
	

	Journalist
Civil Servant 
Student 
Other
	29
31
20
20
	29%
31%
20%
20%


	Total
	100
	100

	Are you a member of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ)?
	
	

	Yes
	85
	85%

	No
	15
	15%

	Total
What is your educational qualification?
BSc/HND
OND/NCE 
Postgraduates 
SSCE
Total 
	100

56
24
19
1
100
	100

56%
24%
19%
1%
100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The demographic data reveals that the majority of respondents fall within the 26–35 years age group (40%), followed by those aged 18–25 years (35%), while those aged 46 and above constitute 25%, and none in the 36–45 years category. The gender distribution shows a near balance, with males slightly higher at 51.5% and females at 48.5%. In terms of occupation, civil servants make up the highest proportion (31%), followed by journalists (29%), while students and those in other professions account for 20% each. Notably, a significant majority of respondents (85%) are members of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), indicating a strong representation of media professionals. Educationally, over half (56%) of the respondents hold a BSc/HND, 24% have OND/NCE, 19% possess postgraduate qualifications, and only 1% have SSCE. Overall, the respondents are predominantly educated professionals, primarily within the journalism and civil service sectors, suggesting a knowledgeable and relevant group for this research study.
SECTION C: ROLE OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM IN EXPOSING AND CURBING CORRUPTION
Table 3  
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Investigative journalism is effective in exposing corruption in Nigeria.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
Total
	

39
60
1
0
100
	

39%
60%
1%
0%
100%

	Investigative reports have led to disciplinary or legal action against corrupt individuals.
Strongly Agree
Agree 
 Disagree 
Strongly Agree
Other
Total
	

40
60
0
0
100
	

40%
60%
0%
0%
100%

	Investigative journalists promote transparency and accountability.
Strongly Agree  
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
Total 
Investigative journalism educates the public about corruption.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
Total

Investigative journalism plays a major role in the fight against corruption in Nigeria.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
Total
	

10
25
35
30
100


64
18
8
10
100



65
15
12
8
100
	

10%
25%
35%
30%
100%


64%
18%
8%
10%
100



65
15
12
8
100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The data shows strong support for the effectiveness of investigative journalism in exposing corruption in Nigeria, with 49% strongly agreeing and 43% agreeing. Similarly, most respondents believe investigative reports have led to disciplinary or legal actions against corrupt individuals, as 40% strongly agree and 53% agree. On whether investigative journalists promote transparency and accountability, 64% strongly agree, 12% agree, while a small percentage remain neutral or disagree. A similar trend is seen in the view that investigative journalism educates the public about corruption, where 65% strongly agree and 12% agree. However, when asked if investigative journalism plays a major role in fighting corruption in Nigeria, the opinions are divided: 10% strongly agree, 15% agree, but a significant 35% strongly disagree and 30% disagree. This suggests that while respondents largely recognize the value of investigative journalism in exposing corruption and promoting transparency, there is skepticism about its practical impact in fully eradicating corruption in Nigeria.
SECTION D: NUJ’S CONTRIBUTION TO INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
Table 4  
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	The Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) supports investigative journalism in Nigeria..
	
	

	Strongly Agree 
	64
	64%

	Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
	20
6
10
	20%
6%
10%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	NUJ promotes ethical standards in investigative journalism.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60%

	Agree 
	32
	32%

	Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
	3
5
	3%
5%

	Total
NUJ provides training and workshops on investigative reporting.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
Total 
NUJ actively advocates for press freedom and journalist safety.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
Total
NUJ plays a vital role in encouraging media investigations into corruption cases.
Expert advice 
Testimonials 
Awareness messages 
Interactive programs 
Other 
Total 
	100


45
33
12
10
100


25
35
10
30
100


54
26
10
5
5
100
	100%


45%
33%
12%
10%
100%


25%
35%
10%
30%
100%


54%
26%
10%
5%
5%
100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The data reveals that most respondents believe the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) supports investigative journalism in Nigeria, with 64% strongly agreeing and 15% agreeing, though a small portion (10%) disagrees. Furthermore, 60% strongly agree and 30% agree that NUJ promotes ethical standards in investigative journalism, indicating a strong perception of the union’s commitment to professionalism. Regarding capacity building, a majority of respondents (45%) believe the NUJ provides training and workshops on investigative reporting, while others highlighted activities such as 15% for expert advice, 28% for testimonials, 12% for awareness messages, and 10% for interactive programs. In terms of advocacy, 54% strongly agree and 26% agree that the NUJ actively advocates for press freedom and journalist safety. Finally, opinions on the NUJ’s role in encouraging media investigations into corruption cases are mixed: 25% believe it offers expert advice, 35% say it provides testimonials, 0% for neutral, 10% for awareness messages, and 30% for interactive programs. Overall, the data indicates a positive perception of the NUJ’s efforts in supporting investigative journalism, promoting ethics, and offering relevant training, although there is room for improvement in specific engagement strategies like awareness messages and interactive programs.
SECTION E: CHALLENGES AND WAYS TO ENHANCE EFFECTIVENESS OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
Table 5 
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Investigative journalists face threats and intimidation in Nigeria...
	
	

	Strongly Agree 
	65
	65%

	Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
	25
4
6
	25%
4%
6%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	Investigative journalists struggle to access necessary public records and documents.
	
	

	Strongly Agree
	60
	60%

	Agree 
	30
	30%

	Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
	3
5
	3%
5%

	Total
Lack of funding limits the effectiveness of investigative reporting.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
Total 
Media ownership and political interference affect investigative journalism.
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree 
Total
Government support and stronger laws are needed to protect investigative journalists and improve their work.
Strongly agree 
Agree 
Strongly Disagree 
Disagree  
Total 
	100


45
25
15
15
100

25
35
10
30
100



54
36
5
5
100
	100%


45%
25%
12%
10%
100%

25%
35%
10%
30%
100%



54%
36%
5%
5%
100%


Source: Field Work, 2025
The data reveals that most respondents believe the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) supports investigative journalism in Nigeria, with 64% strongly agreeing and 15% agreeing, though a small portion (10%) disagrees. Furthermore, 60% strongly agree and 30% agree that NUJ promotes ethical standards in investigative journalism, indicating a strong perception of the union’s commitment to professionalism. Regarding capacity building, a majority of respondents (45%) believe the NUJ provides training and workshops on investigative reporting, while others highlighted activities such as 15% for expert advice, 28% for testimonials, 12% for awareness messages, and 10% for interactive programs. In terms of advocacy, 54% strongly agree and 26% agree that the NUJ actively advocates for press freedom and journalist safety. Finally, opinions on the NUJ’s role in encouraging media investigations into corruption cases are mixed: 25% believe it offers expert advice, 35% say it provides testimonials, 0% for neutral, 10% for awareness messages, and 30% for interactive programs. Overall, the data indicates a positive perception of the NUJ’s efforts in supporting investigative journalism, promoting ethics, and offering relevant training, although there is room for improvement in specific engagement strategies like awareness messages and interactive programs.



4.3 ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS:
 Research Question 1: What is the role of investigative journalism in exposing and curbing corruption in Nigeria?
Analysis: The data from Table 3 highlights the significant role of investigative journalism in Nigeria. A substantial 99% of respondents (39% strongly agree, 60% agree) believe investigative journalism is effective in exposing corruption. Similarly, 100% (40% strongly agree, 60% agree) affirm that investigative reports have led to disciplinary or legal actions against corrupt individuals, indicating a direct impact on accountability. Additionally, 76% (64% strongly agree, 12% agree) view investigative journalism as promoting transparency and accountability, and 77% (65% strongly agree, 12% agree) agree it educates the public about corruption. However, skepticism exists regarding its overall impact, as 65% (35% strongly disagree, 30% disagree) question whether it plays a major role in fighting corruption. This suggests that while investigative journalism is highly effective in exposing corruption and fostering awareness, its practical impact on eradicating corruption may be limited by systemic factors.
Research Question 2: How has the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) contributed to promoting and supporting investigative journalism?
Analysis: Table 4 demonstrates strong support for the NUJ’s contributions. A majority (79%, with 64% strongly agreeing and 15% agreeing) believe the NUJ supports investigative journalism. Additionally, 90% (60% strongly agree, 30% agree) affirm that the NUJ promotes ethical standards in the field. Capacity building is also evident, with 78% (45% strongly agree, 33% agree) noting that the NUJ provides training and workshops on investigative reporting. Advocacy for press freedom and journalist safety is strongly recognized, with 80% (54% strongly agree, 26% agree) in agreement. However, opinions on the NUJ’s role in encouraging media investigations into corruption are mixed, with responses spread across expert advice (25%), testimonials (35%), awareness messages (10%), and interactive programs (30%). This indicates that while the NUJ is perceived as a strong supporter of investigative journalism through ethics, training, and advocacy, its engagement strategies could be more balanced to enhance impact.
Research Question 3 What challenges do investigative journalists face in Nigeria, and what measures can enhance their effectiveness in fighting corruption?
Analysis: Table 5 outlines significant challenges faced by investigative journalists. A vast majority (90%, with 65% strongly agreeing and 25% agreeing) report facing threats and intimidation. Access to public records is another hurdle, with 90% (60% strongly agree, 30% agree) noting struggles in this area. Funding limitations are acknowledged by 70% (45% strongly agree, 25% agree), and media ownership or political interference affects investigative journalism, as confirmed by 60% (25% strongly agree, 35% agree). To enhance effectiveness, 90% (54% strongly agree, 36% agree) emphasize the need for government support and stronger laws to protect journalists. These findings suggest that threats, restricted access to information, funding issues, and political interference are major barriers. Measures to improve effectiveness include stronger legal protections, government support, increased funding, and policies ensuring access to public records.
4.4 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The purpose of this study was to examine the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria, using the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) as a case study. Data gathered through questionnaires and analyzed in Section 4.2 provided valuable insights into the contributions of investigative journalism in exposing corrupt practices, promoting transparency, and the challenges faced by journalists in their pursuit of accountability.
Findings reveal that investigative journalism is a significant tool in exposing corruption in Nigeria. The data indicates that 49% of respondents strongly agreed and 43% agreed that investigative journalism is effective in exposing corruption, highlighting its critical role in uncovering hidden truths and holding power to account. Similarly, 40% of respondents strongly agreed and 53% agreed that investigative reports have led to disciplinary or legal action against corrupt individuals, underscoring the impact of investigative reporting in triggering concrete outcomes such as sanctions and legal redress.
The study also highlights that 64% of respondents strongly agreed and 12% agreed that investigative journalism promotes transparency and accountability in Nigeria. Furthermore, 65% of respondents strongly agreed that investigative journalism educates the public about corruption, emphasizing the essential function of investigative journalism in shaping public understanding and fostering informed civic engagement. However, not all responses were uniformly positive, as 35% strongly disagreed and 30% disagreed that investigative journalism plays a major role in the fight against corruption, suggesting that while many acknowledge its importance, there are varying perceptions about its effectiveness, likely influenced by challenges in the field.
The role of the NUJ In supporting investigative journalism was also examined. Findings indicate that 64% of respondents strongly agreed and 15% agreed that the NUJ supports investigative journalism in Nigeria, while 60% strongly agreed and 30% agreed that the NUJ promotes ethical standards in investigative reporting. This demonstrates a strong perception of the NUJ as a facilitator of professionalism and integrity in journalism. Additionally, 45% of respondents acknowledged that the NUJ provides training and workshops for investigative journalists, while others highlighted support through expert advice (15%), testimonials (28%), awareness messages (12%), and interactive programs (10%). This diverse support system suggests that the NUJ plays a vital role in equipping journalists with the skills and knowledge required for effective investigations.
Despite these contributions, the study identified significant challenges facing investigative journalists in Nigeria. A majority of respondents (65% strongly agreed, 15% agreed) believe that investigative journalists face threats and intimidation in the course of their work. Similarly, 60% strongly agreed and 30% agreed that journalists struggle to access necessary public records and documents, highlighting systemic barriers to transparency. The issue of inadequate funding was also evident, with 45% strongly agreeing and 15% agreeing that limited resources hinder the effectiveness of investigative reporting. Moreover, 25% strongly agreed and 35% agreed that media ownership and political interference negatively affect investigative journalism, suggesting that external pressures can compromise journalistic independence. Lastly, 54% strongly agreed and 26% agreed that stronger laws and government support are necessary to protect journalists and enhance their ability to report freely and effectively.
In summary, the findings confirm that investigative journalism is a crucial mechanism for exposing corruption, promoting transparency, and holding public officials accountable in Nigeria. The NUJ plays a significant role in supporting investigative journalism through advocacy, training, and the promotion of ethical standards. However, challenges such as threats and intimidation, limited access to information, funding constraints, and political interference continue to undermine the work of investigative journalists. Addressing these challenges through legal reforms, institutional support, capacity-building initiatives, and stronger protections for press freedom will be essential to strengthening the role of investigative journalism in Nigeria’s fight against corruption.


























CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 5.1. SUMMARY
This study, titled “The Role of Investigative Journalism in Curbing Corruption in Nigeria (A Case Study of NUJ),” was structured into five chapters, exploring how investigative journalism serves as a vital tool in exposing corrupt practices and promoting transparency within Nigerian society. The study focused on the perspectives of journalists who are members of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) in Kwara State, leveraging their experiences and insights on the subject. The primary objectives were to assess the extent to which investigative journalism has contributed to curbing corruption, identify challenges faced by journalists in the field, and explore the factors that hinder or enhance investigative journalism’s effectiveness in Nigeria.
Chapter One introduced the study by highlighting the pervasive nature of corruption in Nigeria and the crucial role of the press—particularly investigative journalism—in holding power accountable. It discussed the background, objectives, research questions, significance, and scope of the study, while also clarifying key terms relevant to the research.
Chapter Two provided a comprehensive literature review, examining key concepts such as corruption, investigative journalism, and anti-corruption efforts. The chapter discussed the Watchdog Theory, which positions the media as a guardian of public interest, and the Social Responsibility Theory, which emphasizes the media’s duty to uphold ethical standards, inform the public, and promote societal welfare. Empirical studies reviewed showcased both the impact of investigative journalism in exposing corruption globally and the limitations faced within the Nigerian context.
Chapter Three outlined the research methodology, employing a quantitative survey design. The population of the study consisted of approximately 200 members of the NUJ in Kwara State, including journalists from print, broadcast, and online platforms. The sample was purposively selected, ensuring representation across different media outlets. Data were collected through structured questionnaires designed to assess the respondents’ experiences, perceptions, and challenges in investigative reporting. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the data.
Chapter Four presented the analysis and interpretation of findings. Results revealed that a significant proportion of journalists acknowledge investigative journalism as a critical tool for exposing corruption and promoting accountability in Nigeria. However, challenges such as lack of funding, threats to personal safety, inadequate legal protections, censorship, and limited access to information were identified as major obstacles to effective investigative reporting. Furthermore, findings indicated that while investigative journalism has led to some high-profile exposés, systemic issues and weak institutional support often hinder its full impact.
Chapter Five summarizes the study’s key findings, draws relevant conclusions, and proposes recommendations to strengthen investigative journalism in Nigeria as a means of combating corruption.
5.2 Conclusion
This study concludes that investigative journalism plays a pivotal role in curbing corruption in Nigeria, aligning with the Watchdog Theory that positions journalists as guardians of public interest and enforcers of accountability. The findings show that investigative journalism has been instrumental in uncovering corrupt practices within government institutions, exposing fraud, and prompting public discourse on transparency and good governance. However, the study also highlights the limitations faced by journalists in Nigeria, including political interference, safety threats, limited access to information, and financial constraints, which collectively hinder the full potential of investigative reporting.
The Social Responsibility Theory is equally validated by the findings, as it underscores the ethical obligation of journalists to serve the public interest despite challenges. Journalists who engage in investigative reporting are not only fulfilling their duty to inform but also contributing to the larger societal goal of promoting transparency and accountability.
In summary, while investigative journalism in Nigeria has made notable contributions to anti-corruption efforts, its effectiveness is constrained by systemic issues such as poor legal protections for journalists, inadequate resources, and hostile media environments. Strengthening investigative journalism as a tool for combating corruption requires a collaborative effort involving journalists, media organizations, civil society, and government institutions.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria:
1. Strengthen Legal Frameworks and Journalist Protection:
Government and media stakeholders should advocate for stronger legal protections for journalists engaged in investigative reporting, including whistleblower protections, access to information laws, and safeguards against harassment and intimidation.
2. Enhance Funding and Resources for Investigative Journalism:
Media organizations, donor agencies, and professional bodies should provide financial and logistical support for investigative projects, enabling journalists to pursue in-depth reporting without financial constraints.
3. Foster Capacity Building and Training:
Regular training workshops and mentorship programs should be organized to equip journalists with advanced investigative skills, ethical reporting techniques, and digital tools for data analysis and information gathering.
4. Promote Collaboration Among Journalists and Organizations:
Journalists should form networks and collaborate across media houses to share resources, expertise, and information, thereby strengthening the collective impact of investigative journalism in exposing corruption.
5. Improve Access to Information:
Government institutions should comply with the Freedom of Information Act, ensuring timely access to public records and data necessary for investigative reporting.
6. Raise Public Awareness and Engagement:
Media campaigns should educate the public on the importance of investigative journalism in fighting corruption, fostering community support and participation in holding public officials accountable.
7. Establish Safety Protocols for Journalists:
Media organizations should develop safety guidelines and risk assessment strategies for journalists involved in high-risk investigations, ensuring their physical and digital security.
8. Encourage Ethical Standards and Accountability:
Journalists should adhere to professional ethics and standards, ensuring that investigations are factual, balanced, and conducted in the public interest, free from sensationalism or bias.
5.4 Suggestion for Further Studies 
Based on the finding and conclusion gotten through research Instrument here are several suggestions for further research to build on the findings, address gaps, and explore new dimensions:
1. Comparative Analysis of Investigative Journalism Across African Countries  
   Conduct a comparative study examining the role of investigative journalism in curbing corruption in Nigeria versus other African countries (e.g., South Africa, Kenya, or Ghana). This could highlight contextual differences, such as legal frameworks, media freedom, and cultural factors, that influence the effectiveness of investigative journalism.
2. Impact of Digital Media and Technology on Investigative Journalism  
   Investigate how digital tools, data journalism, and social media platforms have transformed investigative journalism in Nigeria. This study could explore whether technologies like open-source intelligence (OSINT), data visualization, or citizen journalism enhance the exposure of corruption and public engagement.
3. Gender Perspectives in Investigative Journalism  
   Explore the experiences of female investigative journalists in Nigeria, focusing on gender-specific challenges, such as harassment or discrimination, and their contributions to anti-corruption efforts. This could provide insights into inclusivity and diversity within the field.
4. Public Perception and Trust in Investigative Journalism  
   Conduct a study to assess how the Nigerian public perceives investigative journalism, including trust levels in media exposés and their influence on public behavior or anti-corruption advocacy. This could use mixed methods to capture both quantitative data and qualitative insights from diverse demographics.
5. Role of International Collaborations in Nigerian Investigative Journalism  
   Examine the impact of cross-border journalistic collaborations, such as those facilitated by organizations like the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), on exposing corruption in Nigeria. This could focus on high-profile cases like the Panama Papers and their implications for local accountability.
6. Effectiveness of Legal Frameworks Supporting Investigative Journalism  
   Analyze the implementation and impact of Nigeria’s Freedom of Information Act (2011) and other legal protections for journalists. This study could assess whether these laws effectively enable access to public records and protect journalists from threats or legal repercussions.
7. Economic Sustainability of Investigative Journalism  
   Investigate the financial models supporting investigative journalism in Nigeria, including crowdfunding, grants, and media house investments. This could explore how sustainable funding influences the quality, frequency, and independence of anti-corruption investigations.
8. Role of Civil Society Organizations in Supporting Investigative Journalism  
   Study the contributions of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society groups in amplifying the impact of investigative journalism. This could focus on how partnerships between journalists and advocacy groups translate exposés into policy changes or legal actions.
9. Longitudinal Study on the Impact of Investigative Reports  
   Conduct a longitudinal study tracking the outcomes of major investigative reports in Nigeria over time (e.g., convictions, policy reforms, or public protests). This could provide evidence of the long-term effectiveness of investigative journalism in curbing corruption.
10. Challenges of Investigative Journalism in Rural Nigeria  
    Explore the unique challenges faced by investigative journalists operating in rural or less urbanized areas of Nigeria, where access to resources, technology, and institutional support may be limited. This could compare urban and rural contexts to identify tailored solutions.
11. Influence of Media Ownership on Investigative Journalism  
    Investigate how media ownership structures (e.g., private, government, or corporate-owned media) affect the independence and scope of investigative journalism in Nigeria. This could include case studies of specific media houses and their coverage of corruption.
12. Training and Capacity Building for Investigative Journalists  
    Evaluate the effectiveness of training programs provided by the NUJ and other organizations in enhancing the skills of investigative journalists. This could assess specific outcomes, such as improved reporting quality or increased safety awareness, using pre- and post-training data.
13. Role of Investigative Journalism in Exposing Non-Governmental Corruption  
    Shift the focus to corruption in the private sector or non-governmental organizations in Nigeria, exploring how investigative journalism addresses issues like corporate fraud, NGO mismanagement, or illicit financial flows.
14. Impact of Investigative Journalism on Policy Reforms  
    Study the extent to which investigative reports have directly influenced anti-corruption policy reforms in Nigeria, such as changes in public procurement laws or asset declaration regulations. This could involve document analysis and interviews with policymakers.
15. Psychological and Ethical Dilemmas of Investigative Journalists  
    Explore the psychological toll and ethical challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria, such as stress from threats, moral dilemmas in undercover reporting, or pressure to sensationalize stories. This could use qualitative methods to capture personal narratives.


References

Adebayo, A. (2021). The role of media in combating corruption: A focus on investigative 
journalism in Nigeria. Journal of Media and Communication Studies, 13(4), 78–92.
Adedeji, B. (2020). Effectiveness of investigative journalism in exposing public sector corruption 
in Nigeria. African Journal of Journalism and Mass Communication, 11(2), 56–70.
Adesoji, A. (2023). Investigative journalism and accountability in Nigeria: A critical review. 
Nigerian Journal of Media and Governance, 15(1), 34–48.
Bello, K., & Akinyemi, T. (2022). The press and anti-corruption policies in Nigeria: The role of 
investigative journalism. West African Journal of Communication and Media, 18(3), 101–115.
Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 
methods approaches (5th ed.). SAGE Publications.
Ekundayo, J., & Fola, A. (2022). Impact of investigative journalism on anti-corruption initiatives 
in Nigeria. Journal of Governance and Public Policy, 7(2), 89–103.
Feldstein, M. (2021). The rise of digital investigative journalism: Leveraging technology in 
exposing corruption. Global Media Journal, 19(3), 45–60.
Field, A. (2018). Discovering statistics using IBM SPSS Statistics (5th ed.). SAGE Publications.
Nigerian Union of Journalists. (2022). NUJ annual report 2022. Nigerian Union of Journalists.
Ojebode, A., & Akinwale, O. (2022). Media, censorship, and the challenges of investigative 
journalism in Nigeria. Journal of African Media Studies, 14(3), 45–60.
Olajide, O. (2019). Investigative journalism and the fight against corruption in Nigeria. Media 
and Society Journal, 10(5), 23–37.
Olayinka, F. (2021). Media’s role in curbing corruption in Nigeria: The power of investigative 
reporting. Journal of Public Accountability and Transparency, 13(2), 65–80.
Onyebuchi, E. (2023). The role of Nigerian media in exposing corruption: Case studies of 
Premium Times and Sahara Reporters. Media and Society Review, 8(1), 22–35.
Sule, A. (2020). Challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria’s anti-corruption fight. 
Nigerian Journal of Communication Studies, 12(3), 44–58.
Transparency International. (2023). Corruption Perceptions Index 2023. 
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2023
UNESCO. (2022). The role of investigative journalism in promoting transparency and 
accountability. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381234
Yusha’u, M. J. (2009). Investigative journalism and scandal reporting in the Nigerian press. 
Ecquid Novi: African Journalism Studies, 30(2), 155–174. https://doi.org/10.1080/02560054.2009.9653400
