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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
1.1 Background to the Study
Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to the simulation of human intelligence in machines programmed to think and learn. It encompasses a range of technologies, including natural language processing, machine learning, and data analytics, which are increasingly being utilized in various fields, including journalism. Globally, AI is transforming journalism by automating routine tasks, enhancing the speed and accuracy of news production, and enabling personalized content delivery (Klaus Schwab, 2016).
Artificial intelligence has evolved from a theoretical concept to a transformative technology, impacting basically every field and industry in Nigerian as of today artificial Intelligence can simply be define as the development computer system capable of performing task that typically requires human intelligence. Artificial intelligence put together has brought about a lot of development in technology, such as machine learning, natural language processing, and robotics from health care to finance to entertainment and also transportation as today.
In Nigeria, the media industry is evolving rapidly, with digital transformation shaping how news is produced and consumed. Kwara State, located in the north-central region of Nigeria, reflects this dynamic shift as journalists and media organizations explore the potential of AI technologies. From automating news writing to employing AI for audience engagement and combating fake news, the integration of AI into journalism presents both opportunities and challenges.
Despite its promise, the adoption of AI in journalism in Kwara State is limited by factors such as the digital divide, inadequate funding, and lack of technical expertise. Additionally, concerns regarding the ethical implications of AI, including algorithmic bias and the potential loss of journalistic accountability, remain critical issues (Brennen et al., 2018). These challenges underscore the need to explore how AI is influencing journalism practice in Kwara State and its broader implications for the industry.
As noted by Carlson 2020 artificial intelligence has the potential to redefine journalism by automating routine tasks, allowing journalists to focus on investigative reporting and analytical content. this transformation is particularly significant as newsroom globally strive to remain competitive in the digital age. 
In kwara state, Nigeria, where the media landscape comprises of traditional outlet such as newspaper, radio station and online platforms the adoption of AI is an emerging trend. The integration of AI tools, such as automated transcription software and data visualization programs will help journalist improve their workflow and audience engagements Allen (2021) emphasize that artificial intelligence has enabled journalist to analyze large dataset quickly uncover trends and tailor content to audience preferences. However, these advancements bring with them challenges, particularly in resource -constrained environments like kwara state, where many media organization may lack the financial capacity to acquire and implement advancedartificial intelligence technologies.
Artificial intelligence has also brought change to how individuals in the act of journalism and organization operates. Artificial intelligence such as natural language processing and data analysis, machine learning and automation are now transforming newsroom by enhancing content production, distribution and engagement this technology are influencing how news is been reported curated and consumed
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Alan Turing and Theoretical AI:British mathematician Alan Turing introduced the concept of a "universal machine" capable of performing any computation. This laid thegroundwork for programmable computers.In 1950, Turing proposed the Turing Test, a method to assess a machine's ability to exhibit intelligent behavior indistinguishable from humans.Modern AI (2000s-Present) Big Data and Deep Learning: Advances in data collection, storage, and analysis fueled AI's growth. Deep learning, a subset of machine learning, enabled significant breakthroughs in image recognition, language processing, and predictive analytics.  In the 1980s the use of artificial intelligence in journalism was in its fancy. During the era the focus was mainly on computer- assisted reporting journalist began to using essential databases and digital tools to gather and organize more efficiently 
1.2 Statement of the Problem
The emergence of AI presents opportunities for enhancing journalism practices by improving efficiency, reducing costs, and delivering personalized content to audiences. However, the application of AI in journalism in Kwara State is met with significant challenges. These include limited access to advanced AI tools, low levels of digital literacy among journalists, and ethical concerns about the reliability and accountability of AI-generated content.
Furthermore, there is a lack of comprehensive studies focusing on the specific impacts of AI on journalism practice in Kwara State. While global perspectives on AI and journalism are well-documented, the unique socio-economic and technological context of Kwara State remains underexplored. This gap in research makes it difficult for media practitioners and policymakers to make informed decisions about adopting AI technologies effectively.
This study, therefore, seeks to investigate the usage and impact of AI on journalism in Kwara State, providing insights into its benefits, challenges, and ethical implications within the local context.
While artificial intelligence has made substantial advancement globally in journalism, little is known about its specific impact in kwara state there is a limited research addressing how journalist in this region use artificial intelligence tools, the benefits or challenges they face and the broader implication for journalist profession.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to examine the usage and impact of artificial intelligence on journalism practice in Kwara State. Specifically, the study aims to:
1. To examine the current usage of artificial intelligence technology by journalist in kwara state.
2. To assess the impact of artificial intelligence on the quality of journalistic content and work flow in kwara state media outlet.
3. To explore the ethical challenges artificial intelligence present to journalism practice in kwara state.
4. To evaluate the potential benefit and risk of artificial intelligence in the journalism profession in kwara state 
1.4 Research Question 
1. To what extent are AI technology being utilized kwara state?
2. What are the benefits of AI usage in journalism practice within the kwara state?
3. What challenges hinder the adoption of AI in journalism in journalism?
1.5 Significance of the Study
The significance of this study lies in its exploration of how artificial intelligence is used and impacts journalism practice in kwara state, providing insights to improve media efficiency, addressing ethical concerns, guide policy and foster localized understanding of artificial intelligence`s role in journalism. It will be relevant to the following worker-groups:
1. Media Practitioners: The findings will help journalists and media organizations in Kwara State understand the potential of AI to enhance their work, improve efficiency, and engage audiences more effectively.
2. Policy Makers: The study will provide insights into the regulatory and infrastructural needs required to support AI adoption in journalism, ensuring that its implementation aligns with ethical and professional standards.
3. Academics and Researchers: By exploring the localized impact of AI on journalism, this study contributes to the growing body of literature on technology and media in developing regions.
4. Society at Large: The study highlights how AI can improve news quality and accessibility, fostering an informed and engaged citizenry in Kwara State.

1.6 Scope of the Study
This study focuses on the usage and impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on journalism practice in Kwara State. It examines how AI tools are being adopted by media organizations and journalists, analyzing their effects on news production, dissemination, and ethical standards. The study will involve major media outlets, journalists, and relevant stakeholders within Kwara State, considering the opportunities and challenges posed by AI technologies.
1.7 Definition of Terms
i. Artificial Intelligence (AI):
Artificial Intelligence refers to the simulation of human intelligence in machines that are programmed to think, learn, and solve problems. AI technologies include machine learning, natural language processing, and data analytics, which enable automation and enhanced decision-making in various fields, including journalism (Carlson, 2020).
ii. Usage:
In the context of this research, usage refers to the application and integration of AI technologies and tools in journalism practices. This includes the use of AI-powered tools for tasks such as news generation, content personalization, fact-checking, and data analysis (Allan, 2021).
iii. Impact:
Impact denotes the effects or consequences of using AI technologies in journalism. This encompasses both positive outcomes, such as improved efficiency and audience engagement, and negative aspects, such as ethical concerns, job displacement, and reliance on algorithms (Diakopoulos, 2019).
iv. Journalism Practice:
Journalism practice involves the processes and activities undertaken by journalists to gather, produce, and distribute news and information. This includes research, reporting, editing, and publishing, which AI technologies aim to support or automate (Omoniyi & Ajayi, 2022).
v. Kwara State:
Kwara State is a geopolitical region in North-Central Nigeria with a vibrant media landscape that includes traditional media outlets, such as newspapers and radio stations, as well as emerging digital platforms. This study focuses on how AI is influencing journalism within this specific socio-cultural and economic context.























CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming journalism by revolutionizing the ways content is created, distributed, and consumed. Its integration into journalism practice globally has sparked debates about efficiency, ethics, and the future of the profession. In Kwara State, Nigeria, the adoption of AI remains in its infancy, influenced by technological, infrastructural, and socio-economic factors. This chapter examines the conceptual framework of AI, its applications in journalism, the implications of its usage, and its impact on journalism practice in Kwara State.
2.1.1 Concept of Artificial Intelligence
AI refers to the development of computer systems that can perform tasks typically requiring human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning, problem-solving, perception, and language processing (Russell & Norvig, 2020). In journalism, AI technologies range from natural language processing and machine learning to robotics and predictive analytics. These tools automate repetitive tasks, improve data analysis, and enhance content personalization.
AI in journalism can be broadly categorized into the following functions:
i. Automated Content Generation: refer to the use of artificial intelligence to create written, visual or audio content with less of human effort in the context of journalism, its involves leveraging artificial intelligence tools and algorithms to produce news articles, summaries or data driven stories automatically. Like Wordsmith and Heliograph create articles on structured data topics, such as financial reporting or sports updates.
ii. Data Analysis and Mining:Data Analysis in the context of artificial intelligence and journalism refers to the process of examining, cleaning, and interpreting raw data using AI-powered tools to derive meaningful insights for reporting and storytelling. AI's ability to process large volumes of data quickly and accurately makes it a valuable tool for journalists, particularly in investigative journalism and content personalization AI helps in uncovering patterns, trends, and stories from complex datasets, useful in investigative journalism.
iii. Audience Engagement: In the context of artificial intelligence (AI) and journalism refers to how media organizations use AI tools to connect with their readers, tailor content to audience preferences, and improve the overall experience of consuming news. In Kwara State, the impact of AI on audience engagement is gradually emerging as media practitioners explore new technologies.Algorithms curate personalized newsfeeds, enhancing audience retention and satisfaction.
iv. Fact-Checking and Verification: Fact-Checking and Verification in the context of artificial intelligence (AI) and journalism involves using AI tools to ensure the accuracy and reliability of information before it is published. This practice is particularly important in combating misinformation and upholding journalistic integrity, especially in regions like Kwara State.These capabilities have brought substantial changes to journalism, influencing both local and global practices.
2.1.2 Global Perspective
2.3.1 Usage of Artificial Intelligence in Journalism
Globally, AI is reshaping how news is produced and distributed. Media organizations such as The Washington Post and The Associated Press utilize AI for automating story creation, optimizing audience targeting, and improving operational efficiency (Graefe, 2016). AI-powered platforms are also used for John Pavlik In his 2000 review concluded that artificial intelligence (AI) had the potential to significantly transform journalism and media but emphasized the importance of addressing ethical, social, and professional considerations in its adoption. His main conclusions were Transformative Potential Pavlik recognized that AI could improve efficiency, accuracy, and personalization in journalism, leading to more engaging storytelling and enhanced audience interaction. Challenges and Concerns: He highlighted critical challenges, such as the risk of misinformation, ethical dilemmas in AI decision-making, and the diminishing role of human oversight in journalistic practices. Collaboration is Key Pavlik stressed the importance of collaboration between technologists and media professionals to ensure AI development and implementation align with journalistic principles and public interest in the Continual Evolution He predicted that AI's influence on journalism would keep evolving, calling for ongoing efforts to balance innovation with ethical responsibility.
ViktoriiaOksymets concluded that while artificial intelligence (AI) offers significant opportunities for innovation and efficiency in journalism, its adoption must be balanced with ethical considerations and human oversight. She emphasized the importance of integrating AI responsibly to maintain journalistic integrity, address biases, and ensure that automation complements rather than replaces human expertise in content creation and editorial decisions.
ViktoriiaOksymets presented her work on artificial intelligence and its impact on journalism in 2024 as part of a discussion event organized by the Ukrainian Center at Vytautas Magnus University. This event focused on AI's influence across various sectors and included her insights into journalism practices and content creation.
Alem Febri Sonni, HasdiyantoHafied, and Irwanto Irwanto, conducted a 2024 review on the influence of artificial intelligence (AI) in journalism. Their study explored the opportunities AI offers while highlighting associated challenges
i. AI’s Transformative Impact: The researchers highlighted AI's role in enhancing journalistic efficiency, improving accuracy, and fostering personalized content delivery. AI was shown to enable data-driven reporting and more engaging storytelling.
ii. Ethical and Practical Challenges: They raised concerns about AI introducing biases, compromising journalistic integrity, and reducing human control in news production. These risks underline the need for ethical vigilance.
iii. Call for Collaboration: The authors emphasized that successful AI integration requires close collaboration between technologists and media professionals to align AI advancements with journalistic principles and societal needs.
iv. Adapting for the Future: They concluded that as AI technologies continue to evolve, it is essential to monitor their impact and adapt practices to ensure they promote responsible, fair, and inclusive journalism.
1. Content Recommendation: Algorithms suggest articles based on user preferences, as seen in platforms like Google News.
2. Real-Time Reporting: AI facilitates rapid reporting during breaking news events, ensuring timeliness.
3. Enhanced Storytelling: Interactive AI tools enable data visualization and immersive multimedia experiences.
2.1.3Review of Impact of Artificial intelligence on Journalism in Kwara State
A recent study examined the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on ethical journalism in Kwara State, Nigeria, highlighting the increasing awareness and use of AI tools among journalists. The study found that AI is positively perceived by journalists in Kwara, and many incorporate AI tools into their daily work routines. This integration of AI tools enhances accuracy, storytelling, and data analysis in news reporting.
However, the study also stressed the need for media organizations to foster more public awareness about AI's role in journalism to build trust and understanding among the audience. Additionally, it recommended investing in training programs to help journalists use AI tools effectively and leverage these technologies to improve the quality of their reporting.
In conclusion, AI has a significant potential to enhance journalistic practices in Kwara State, though its ethical implications must be carefully considered, with continuous training and public awareness campaigns playing a crucial role in its successful integration.
A recent study examined the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on ethical journalism in Kwara State, Nigeria, highlighting the increasing awareness and use of AI tools among journalists. The study found that AI is positively perceived by journalists in Kwara, and many incorporate AI tools into their daily work routines. This integration of AI tools enhances accuracy, storytelling, and data analysis in news reporting.
However, the study also stressed the need for media organizations to foster more public awareness about AI's role in journalism to build trust and understanding among the audience. Additionally, it recommended investing in training programs to help journalists use AI tools effectively and leverage these technologies to improve the quality of their reporting.
In conclusion, AI has a significant potential to enhance journalistic practices in Kwara State, though its ethical implications must be carefully considered, with continuous training and public awareness campaigns playing a crucial role in its successful integration.
2.1.4 AI in Journalism Practice in Kwara State
In Kwara State, the integration of AI is gradually emerging. Local media outlets like The Herald, Royal Times, and Sobi FM are exploring digital tools for content creation and audience engagement. However, these tools are mostly limited to basic automation, such as social media scheduling and online news curation. Advanced AI applications, such as automated journalism and predictive analytics, are yet to be fully embraced due to challenges like:
Limited technological infrastructure
Inadequate training and expertise
High implementation costs
Despite these limitations, journalists in Kwara State are recognizing the potential of AI to enhance their reporting capabilities, especially in areas like data journalism and investigative reporting.
2.1.5 Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Journalism Practice
AI has a profound impact on journalism, with significant advantages and challenges.
 Positive Impacts
1. Efficiency and Productivity: AI automates routine tasks, enabling journalists to focus on investigative and analytical reporting. For instance, tools like Grammarly enhance the quality of written content by suggesting improvements in grammar and style.
2. Improved Accuracy: By minimizing human error in data analysis and content creation, AI tools ensure higher precision in reporting.
3. Cost Reduction: Automated journalism reduces operational costs by handling tasks that would otherwise require large human resources.
4. Expanded Coverage: AI allows newsrooms to cover a broader range of topics, particularly in areas requiring structured data interpretation.
5. Audience-Centric Journalism: Personalized content delivery improves user engagement, fostering loyalty and trust among readers.
Negative Impacts
1. Job Displacement: Automation poses a threat to traditional journalism roles, as tasks like news writing and editing become increasingly machine-driven (Carlson, 2015).
2. Ethical Concerns: The use of AI raises questions about accountability, transparency, and bias in news generation.
3. Over-Reliance on Technology: Excessive dependence on AI may undermine journalists' critical thinking and creativity.
4. Potential for Misinformation: If not properly regulated, AI could contribute to the spread of misinformation through unchecked algorithms.
Specific Impact in Kwara State
In Kwara State, these impacts are evident in various ways. While AI tools have enhanced productivity and content quality in some media houses, there are growing concerns about job security among journalists. Additionally, the lack of ethical guidelines for AI usage has led to apprehensions about bias and authenticity in automated content.
2.1.6 Challenges of AI Adoption in Journalism
The adoption of AI in Kwara State journalism faces numerous challenges:
1. Infrastructural Deficiencies: Limited access to high-speed internet and advanced computing systems hinders AI integration.
2. Knowledge and Skill Gap: Journalists and media professionals often lack the technical skills needed to leverage AI effectively.
3. Financial Constraints: The cost of acquiring and maintaining AI tools is prohibitive for many local media organizations.
4. Regulatory and Ethical Issues: The absence of clear policies governing AI usage in journalism raises concerns about accountability and misuse.
5. Resistance to Change: Cultural and professional resistance to adopting new technologies further slows the pace of AI integration.
2.1.7 Theoretical Framework
This study is anchored on two theoretical perspectives:
 Technological Determinism Theory
The theory was notably advanced byMarshall McLuhan, this theory suggests that technological advancements drive societal changes and influence professional practices. In the context of journalism in Kwara State, AI is perceived as a transformative force that shapes how news is produced, distributed, and consumed. Technological determinism is a theory that suggests that technology is the primary driver of societal change and that technological advancements shape and influence cultural, social, and economic structures. The theory posits that technology develops according to its own logic and, once introduced, dictates the direction of human progress and behavior. In essence, technological determinism implies that technological innovations have a decisive impact on the way people live, work, and interact.
Technological determinism is a theory that suggest that technology drives social change and shape society.in other words technology is the primary force behind changes in human behavior, culture, and institutions. Technology determinism theory would argue that the development and implementation of AI in journalism is driving changes in the way news is gathered, produced, and consumed.
Artificial Intelligence is transforming journalism by streamlining tasks, improving accuracy, and enhancing audience engagement. In Kwara State, journalists use Artificial intelligence tools to handle tasks like news writing, transcription, and social media scheduling, allowing journalists to focus on in-depth reporting, data Analysis Journalists using ArtificialIntelligence to analyze large datasets, track public opinion, and produce data-driven investigative reports and personalized Content. Artificial intelligence helps platforms recommend articles and customize content based on readers' interests, boosting audience engagement.
Diffusion of Innovations Theory
This theory was developed by Everett Rogers in year 1962, it explains how new technologies are adopted over time within a social system. It highlights the role of early adopters in influencing others. In Kwara State, the gradual adoption of AI in journalism can be viewed through this lens, with pioneering media outlets setting the pace for others.
The theory describes how new technologies spread and adopted by individuals or organization within a social system. It identifies five categories of adopter’s innovators early adopters, early majority, and laggards.
In kwara state, research indicate that journalist are adopting artificial intelligence at varying speeds. Some early adopters use artificial intelligence tools for content creation and news verification, but many remain cautions due to concerns about job security and reduced creativity.
To promote wider adoption, experts suggest organizing workshops and training sessions to enhance journalists understanding and use of artificial intelligence tools. Additionally, collaboration between media organizations and tech companies can help develop artificial intelligence solutions suited to journalism practices. The theory has help provide knowledge and understanding of how artificial intelligence is being adopted in journalism 
AI has transformed the journalism landscape, enabling automation, data analysis, and personalized content creation. In Kwara State, journalists are increasingly adopting AI-powered tools to enhance their reporting, editing, and publishing processes.
Conclusion
Artificial Intelligence is revolutionizing journalism by automating processes, improving accuracy, and enhancing audience engagement. However, its adoption in Kwara State remains constrained by infrastructural, financial, and educational challenges. While AI holds significant potential to transform journalism practice in the region, addressing these barriers is crucial for its effective implementation. This chapter has provided a comprehensive review of the literature on AI and its impact on journalism, setting the stage for a deeper analysis in subsequent chapters. 
2.3 empirical reviews
Studies on artificial intelligence (AI) and its applications across various fields have been conducted both locally and internationally. This section highlights previous research on AI's role in journalism.
Okocha and Ola-Akuma (2022) examined journalists' perceptions of using robots in their work, aiming to understand their views on AI’s applicability and its potential impact on the profession. The study used a quantitative approach, selecting both active and former journalists through purposive sampling. Findings revealed that while most Nigerian journalists are familiar with the concept of robot journalism, they believe the country is not yet fully prepared for its adoption. However, automation is seen as the future, and Nigerian journalists must adapt to remain relevant in an increasingly automated media landscape. The study also found that journalists fear AI-driven automation could replace human jobs, though it promises improved efficiency and job satisfaction by handling repetitive and error-prone tasks.
Similarly, Noain-Sánchez (2022) explored AI's impact on journalism through interviews with experts, journalists, and academics. The research focused on how AI affects news production, media routines, and professional roles, highlighting both its advantages and ethical concerns. Conducted in two rounds (2019 and 2021), the study involved 15 in-depth interviews with media professionals, academics, and technology providers. Participants acknowledged that AI enhances journalistic tasks by saving time, increasing efficiency, and boosting productivity. However, they emphasized the need for training programs to help journalists adapt to AI technologies, as well as ongoing oversight to address ethical concerns.
In another study, Obi (2020) investigated AI’s influence on journalism in Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria. Grounded in the media morphosis theory, the study used surveys and in-depth interviews to gather data from journalists in the region. Findings showed that journalists viewed AI-driven reporting as an improvement over traditional manual method. The key benefits identified included increased news accuracy, faster reporting, reduced bias, and both job creation and job loss. However, many journalists expressed concerns about AI replacing human reporters.
Jia (2020) conducted a comparative study examining the expectations of journalists regarding AI's role in the industry. Additionally, research published in the Covenant Journal of Communication assessed the awareness, usage, and perception of AI among journalists in Kwara State. The study found varying levels of awareness, with some journalists being early adopters while others fell into early or late majority categories. This pattern aligns with the diffusion of innovation theory, which explains how new technologies are gradually accepted within a society.
Tuchman (2021) investigated the effects of AI-generated news, revealing that AI systems can replicate biases inherent in their training data, leading to concerns about fairness and the dissemination of misinformation. The study stressed the importance of enhancing transparency in AI-driven journalism to maintain credibility. This issue has been documented in various studies, indicating that AI-generated content can reflect societal biases, leading to concerns about fairness and the potential spread of misinformation. The European Commission's High-Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence underscores the need for transparency to ensure trustworthy AI, especially in journalism, where public trust is crucial. ​ 
Thurman (2019) discuss how algorithms are employed to filter vast amounts of content on platforms like Google News and Facebook, aiding journalists in identifying newsworthy items. This filtering process enhances user engagement by presenting personalized news feeds, which is crucial for news organizations aiming to increase audience retention and revenue
Ferrara et al. (2021) found that AI improve audience engagement by providing instant responses to user questions. This aligns with other studies showing that chatbots can attract and interact with audiences in a conversational way, ultimately boosting user engagementWhile chatbots are effective for simple interactions, they may lack the human touch needed for more complex news discussions. Other research also highlights that AI-driven systems often struggle with nuanced content, which can affect the depth and quality of user engagement.
Salaudeen (2023) also worked on Journalism among Lagos and Kwara States Journalists in Nigeria. This research found that while journalists in Lagos and Kwara States exhibit a high level of awareness regarding AI applications in journalism, the actual adoption of AI in daily practices remains limited. This gap is attributed to perceived professional and ethical challenges that may undermine journalists' creativity and skills
Graves (2018) examined AI’s role in combating misinformation and found that tools like ClaimBuster and Full Fact leverage natural language processing (NLP) to verify claims in real time. The study emphasized AI’s potential to enhance fact-checking efficiency but also pointed out its limitations in detecting subtle and complex misinformation.
Additionally, research published in Covenant University Journals found that journalists in Kwara State use AI tools to streamline tasks such as news editing and fact-checking, aligning with the Technology Acceptance Model. However, the study revealed that while AI-powered tools like ClaimBuster and Full Fact have the potential to improve fact-checking processes, their adoption remains limited due to challenges in detecting nuanced misinformation and other implementation barriers.
Furthermore, Thurman(2020) highlighted how AI-driven recommendations influence user behavior, shaping content selection, time spent on platforms, and trust in news sources. This shift has led journalists and newsrooms to adapt their content strategies to align with algorithmic preferences, ultimately impacting traditional news production processes.
Newman (2022) examined how AI is reshaping journalism employment, finding that while traditional roles—such as financial reporting and sports summaries—are at risk of automation, new roles like AI editors and data analysts are emerging. Their research emphasizes that journalists must acquire AI-related skills to stay competitive in a rapidly evolving industry.
The integration of artificial intelligence into journalism has been extensively researched, especially regarding its impact on journalistic practices in regions like Kwara State, Nigeria. Scholars have delved into multiple dimensions of this integration, including awareness, actual adoption of AI tools, ethical implications, and the critical need for ongoing skill development.
TheTechnology Acceptance Model suggests that a technology’s perceived ease of use and usefulnessare key factors influencing its adoption. In the context of AI in journalism, these aspects play a crucial role in determining how journalists integrate AI tools into their workflows (Covenant University Journals).
Ethical considerations and professional integrity 
The ethical implications of AI in journalism remain a critical concern. Some studies argue that over-reliance on AI may compromise core journalistic values such as accuracy, fairness, and impartiality. However, other research suggests that AI can enhance ethical standards by automating fact-checking and reducing human biases(Graves, 2018). This dual perspective highlights the importance of a balanced approach to AI adoption, ensuring that technological advancements do not undermine journalistic integrity.
Skill Development and Future Prospects
As AI automates routine journalism tasks, new roles such as AI editors and data analysts are emerging. This evolution requires journalists to continuously update their skills, particularly in technology and data analysis, to remain relevant in an AI-driven media landscape (Thurman, 2020). Preparing for these changes is essential to ensure that journalism adapts to technological advancements while maintaining its professional standards


























CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Approach
This study will employa mixed-methods research design, combining both qualitative and quantitative approaches. This approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of how artificial intelligence (AI) is used in journalism and its impact on journalistic practices in the Western and Eastern parts of Kwara State.
3.2 Research Design
The research design is descriptive and exploratory in nature. It seeks to:
1. To examine the current usage of artificial intelligence technology by journalist in kwara state. 
2. To assess the impact of artificial intelligence on the quality of journalistic content and work flow in kwara state media outlet.
3. To explore the ethical challenges artificial intelligence present to journalism practice in kwara state.
4. To evaluate the potential benefit and risk of artificial intelligence in the journalism profession in kwara state 
3.3 Study Population and Sampling
Population: The population will include journalists, editors, media house managers, and other media professionals working in print, broadcast, and digital media in both Western and Eastern Kwara State. This population was chosen because they are directly involved in news production, content management, and decision-making processes within the media industry. Their experiences and insights will provide valuable information on the adoption and impact of artificial intelligence (AI) in journalism practices.
The study will cover professionals from various media organizations, including newspapers, radio stations, television stations, and online news platforms. It will also include independent journalists and freelance content creators who contribute to digital journalism in Kwara State. The inclusion of professionals from both urban and rural areas will ensure a diverse representation of perspectives on AI usage in journalism.
A stratified random sampling method will be used to select participants. The population will be divided into strata based on media type (print, broadcast, and digital) and professional roles (journalists, editors, and managers). This method ensures that each category is adequately represented in the study
3.4 Sampling Method: 
A purposive sampling technique will be applied to select participants actively engaged in journalistic practices and possessing experience or knowledge of AI usage. This method is appropriate as it enables the researcher to target individuals who can offer valuable insights into the adoption, challenges, and impact of AI in journalism.
Participants will be selected based on specific criteria, including their roles in media organizations (such as journalists, editors, and content managers), years of professional experience, and familiarity with AI tools for news production, fact-checking, and content distribution. The selection process will include professionals from print, broadcast, and digital media platforms in both Western and Eastern Kwara State, ensuring a wide range of perspectives.
3.5 Sample Size:
This study will involve a sample size of approximately 100 respondents, ensuring a comprehensive and balanced representation of journalism professionals from Kwara State. To maintain regional balance, 50 participants will be selected from the Western part of the state and 50 participants from the Eastern part. This equal distribution is intended to capture diverse perspectives from both regions, providing a well-rounded understanding of AI adoption in journalism practices.
The sample will comprise a variety of media professionals, including journalists, editors, content managers, and media house executives from print, broadcast, and digital media platforms. Additionally, independent journalists and freelancers who utilize AI tools for tasks such as content creation, news verification, and data-driven reporting will be included. This approach ensures representation from both traditional and non-traditional media sectors.
3.6 Data Collection Methods
A structured questionnaire will be distributed to media professionals to gather quantitative data for this study. The questionnaire is designed to collect standardized responses, allowing for easy comparison and statistical analysis. It will mainly feature closed-ended questions, enabling respondents to choose from predefined options, which ensures uniformity and simplifies data analysis
The extent of AI adoption in news gathering, content creation, editing, and distribution.Perceived benefits and challenges of using AI in journalism. The influence of AI on employment, ethical standards, and public trust.Qualitative Data:
Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with selected media practitioners and key stakeholders to gain deeper insights into the challenges and opportunities AI presents in journalism. Focus group discussions will also be held with media professionals in both regions to explore differences in adoption and impact.
3.7 Data Analysis
Quantitative Data Analysis: Data from the questionnaires will be analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical tools such as percentages, mean scores, and cross-tabulation. SPSS software will be used to identify patterns and regional differences.
Qualitative Data Analysis: Thematic analysis will be employed to analyze the interview and focus group data. Responses will be transcribed, coded, and categorized into themes related to AI usage, impact, and regional disparities.
3.8 Scope and Delimitation
The study will focuson the Western and Eastern parts of Kwara State, recognizing that other regions may have unique factors influencing journalism practices. The research will specifically address media houses and professionals who are aware of AI technologies.


3.9 Ethical Considerations
Informed consent will be obtained from all participants.Anonymity and confidentiality will be maintainedto protect respondents' identities and data.Participants will be informed about their right to withdraw from the study at any time.
3.10 Reliability and Validity
To ensure the reliability and validity of the study:
The questionnaire will be pre-tested on a small sample to refine questions.
Triangulation will be employby integrating data from surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions to corroborate findings.
This methodology will provide a robust framework for understanding the usage and impact of AI on journalism in the specified regions of Kwara State.

















CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 INTRODUCTION 
This chapter deals with the analysis and presentation of the data collected by the researcher in the cause of carrying out the research. The research is based on the analysis of the questionnaire which was administered to 100 respondents. All questions were drowned from the research topic “ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IT’S USAGE AND IMPACT ON JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE” (case study of western and eastern kwara state)
4.2 DATA PRESENTATION.
The table presented below contained the result of the analysis of 100 one hundred completed and retuned by the respondent. The questionnaire consists of two section (A and B) which are relevant for this study 
SECTION A 
TABLE 1: GENDER 
	REPONSE 
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE 

	MALE 
	40
	40%

	FEMALE 
	60
	60%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table shows that 40% are male while 60% are female this shows that most respondent were female.






TABLE 2: AGE
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE 

	18-24
	20
	20%

	25-34
	51
	51%

	35-44
	27
	27%

	44+
	2
	2%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
This table shows that 20% are between the age of 18-24 and 51% are between the age of 25-34 and 27% are between the ages of 35-44 while 2% are between the ages of 44+ this shows that most respondent were between the ages of 25-34
TABLE 3: EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	S.S.C. E
	0
	0%

	N. D
	44
	44%

	BACHELOR’S DEGREE
	24
	24%

	OTHER 
	32
	32%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table show that 0% had S.S.C.E and 44% had N.D and 24% hadBSC,32% had others this indicate that greater number of the respondents are with N.D qualification 






TABLE 4: ROLE OF JOURNAISM
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	REPORTER
	18
	18%

	EDITOR
	22
	22%

	PHOTOGRAPHER
	16
	16%

	MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER
	44
	44%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FILED SURVEY =2025
 The table show that 18% are reporter and 22% are editors and 16% are photographer 44% are multimedia producer this indicate that greater number of the respondents are multimedia producer
TABLE 5: HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN WORKING AS A JOURNALIST 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	LESS THAN 1YEAR 
	24
	24%

	1-5 YEARS 
	44
	44%

	6-10 YEARS 
	22
	22%

	10+ YEARS
	10
	10%

	TOTAL
	100
	100


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table show that 24% have been working less than a year and 44% had been working 1-5 years and 22% had been working 6-10 years while 10% had been working over 10 years this indicate that greater number of the respondent are working 1-5 years



TABLE 6: DO YOU BELIEVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE HAS IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OF MASS MEDIA IN NEWS REPORTING 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	YES 
	54
	54%

	NO
	26
	26%

	NOT SURE 
	20
	20%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table shows that 54% of respondent believe that artificial intelligence has improved accuracy of mass media in news reporting and 26% opposed the statement while 20% of the respondent are not sure this indicate that greater number believe the statement 
TABLE7:TO WHAT EXTENT DO YOU UNDERSTAND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) AND IT’S IMPLICATIONSIN IN JOURNALISM
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	VERY WELL
	27
	27%

	WELL
	30
	30%

	LITTLE
	29
	29%

	NOT AT ALL
	14
	14%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table shows that 27% understood it very well while 30% of the respondent understand artificial intelligence and its implication well and 29% only understood it little and 14% do not understand it at all this shows that majority are sure to the statement



TABLE 8: WHICH OF THE WINGS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) TECHNOLOGY ARE YOU AWARE OF? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
	RESPONSES 
	FREQUENCY 
	PERCENTAGE 

	AUTOMATED JOURANLISM 
	54
	54

	AI FOR DATA JOURNALISM
	35
	35

	NATURAL LANGUAGE PROCESS
	31
	31

	AI IN VIDEO EDITING 
	27
	27


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table show that 54% of the respondent are aware of artificial intelligence for automated journalism and 35% are aware of artificial intelligence for data journalism and 31% use artificial intelligence for natural language process and 27% are aware that artificial intelligence can be used for video editing this indicate that most of the respondent are used to automated journalism by 54% 
TABLE 9: WHICH ASPECT OF NEWS REPORTING IS MOST IMPROVED BY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN KWARA STATE?
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	ACCURACY
	39
	39%

	SPEED
	32
	32%

	QUALITY
	15
	15%

	NONE
	14
	14%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table shows that 39% of the respondent believes that artificial intelligence had improved accuracy of news reporting and 32% believe that artificial intelligence has improved the speed of news reporting and 15% believe that has improve the quality of news reporting while 14% did not believe artificial intelligence has improve any aspect of news reporting this shows that greater number believe that accuracy had been improved 
TABLE 10: HOW WOULD YOU RATE THE QUALITY OF NEWS REORTING WHEN USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)?
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	VERY HIGH QUALITY 
	23
	23%

	HIGH QUALITY 
	40
	40%

	MODERATE QUALITY 
	23
	23%

	NONE OF THE ABOVE 
	14
	14%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that 23% of the respondent believe that quality of news reporting when using artificial intelligence has very high quality and 40% believe that it has high quality and 23% believe that it has moderate quality while 14% believe that it has no quality at all this show that greater number believes that it has high quality 
TABLE 11: HOW FREQUENENTLY DO YOU USED AI TOOLS IN YOUR JOURNALISM?
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	DAILY 
	26
	26%

	WEEKLY 
	16
	16%

	OCCASSIONALLY
	32
	32%

	NONE OF THE ABOVE 
	26
	26%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table shows that 26% of the respondent make use of artificial intelligence daily and 16% make use of artificial intelligence weekly and 32% are make use of artificial intelligence occasionally while 26% are not using artificial intelligence at all this indicate that greater number make use of artificial intelligence occasionally.
TABLE 12: WHICH ASPECT OF JOURNALSIM DO YOU FIND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE MOST USEFUL FOR 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	NEWS WRITING AND CONTENT GENERATION 
	28
	28%

	EDITING AND PROOFREADING 
	25
	25%

	DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
	28
	28%

	VISUALS (PHOTO/VIDEO EDITING 
	19
	19%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
TABLE 13: IN YOUR OPINION HOW HAS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IMPACTED JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE?
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	POSITIVELY 
	45
	45%

	NEGATIVELY 
	18
	18%

	NO IMPACT 
	5
	5%

	UNSURE 
	32
	32%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
This table shows that 45% of the respondent believe that artificial intelligence has impacted journalism positively and 18% % believe that artificial intelligence has impacted journalism negatively while 5% believe that artificial intelligence has no impact at all while 32% are unsure this shows that greater number believe that it has impacted the work of journalism 
TABLE 14: WHAT ARE THE BENEFIT OF USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN JOURNALISM?
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	INCREASE EFFICIENCY AND SPEED AND CONTENT CREATION 
	34
	34%

	ENHANCE CONTENT PERSONALIZATION FOR AUDIENCES 
	24
	24%

	IMPROVE ACCURACY AND DATA DRIVEN REPORTING 
	22
	22%

	REDUCE COST FOR MEDIA HOUSES 
	20
	20%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that 34% of the respondent believe that artificial intelligence has benefit of increasing efficiency and speed and content creation and 24% believe that artificial intelligence has benefits of enhancing content personalization for audience and 22% believe that AI has benefit of improving accuracy and data driven reporting while 20% believe that AI has benefit of reducing cost for media houses this indicate that greater number believe that it has benefit of increasing efficiency and speed and content creation 


TABLE 15: WHAT CHANLLENGES HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED WITH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN JOURNALISM
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	LACK OF TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE AND TRAINING 
	27
	27%

	ETHICAL CONCERN (E.G BIAS IN AI ALGORITHM)
	25
	25%

	JOB DISPLACEMENT OR REDUCED NEED FOR HUMAN LABOR 
	29
	29%

	DIFFICULTY IN INTEGRATION AI WITH TRADITIONAL JOURNALISM PROCESS
	19
	19%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that and 27% has encountered lack of technical knowledge and training and 25% has encountered ethical concern (e.g., bias in AI algorithm) 29% has encountered job displacement or reduced need for human labor while 19% has encountered difficulty in integrating AI with traditional journalism process this indicate that greater number has encountered job displacement 



TABLE 16: JOURNALIST IN KWARA STATE ARE AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN JOURNALISM
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	STRONGLY DISAGREE 
	22
	22%

	DISAGREE
	25
	25%

	NEUTRAL 
	23
	23%

	AGREE
	25
	25%

	STRONGLY AGREE
	5
	5%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that 22% of the respondent strongly disagree 25% disagree 23% were neutral 25% agree to the statement while 5% strongly disagree 
TABLE 17:ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TOOLS HAVE BEEN WIDELY ADOPTED BY JOURNALIST IN KWARA STATE FOR NEWS GATHERING AND CONTENT CREATION 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	STRONGLY DISAGREE 
	28
	28%

	DISAGREE
	12
	12%

	NEUTRAL 
	33
	33%

	AGREE
	22
	22%

	STRONGLY AGREE
	5
	5%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table show that 28% of the respondent strongly disagree 12% disagree 33% were neutral 22% agree to the statement while 5% strongly disagree 

TABLE 18: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE HAS IMPROVE THE ACCURACY AND EFFIECIENCY OF NEWS REPORTING IN KWARA STATE 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	STRONGLY DISAGREE 
	22
	22%

	DISAGREE
	9
	9%

	NEUTRAL 
	26
	26%

	AGREE
	37
	37%

	STRONGLY AGREE
	6
	6%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY =2025
The table show that 22% of the respondent strongly disagree 9% disagree 26% were neutral 37% agree to the statement while 6% strongly disagree 
TABLE 19: THE HIGH COST OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TOOLS HINDERS THEIR ADOPTION IN JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	STRONGLY DISAGREE 
	21
	21%

	DISAGREE
	15
	15%

	NEUTRAL 
	21
	21%

	AGREE
	27
	27%

	STRONGLY AGREE
	16
	16%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that 21% of the respondent strongly disagree 15% disagree 21% were neutral 27% agree to the statement while 16% strongly disagree 


TABLE 20: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE HAS THE POTENTIAL TO REVOLUTIONIZE JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE POSITIVELY 
	RESPONSE 
	FREQUENCYN
	PEERCENTAGE 

	STRONGLY DISAGREE 
	20
	20%

	DISAGREE
	9
	9%

	NEUTRAL 
	12
	12%

	AGREE
	19
	19%

	STRONGLY AGREE
	40
	40%

	TOTAL 
	100
	100%


FIELD SURVEY=2025
The table show that 20% of the respondent strongly disagree 9% disagree 12% were neutral 19% agree to the statement while 40% strongly disagree 
4.3 ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The result obtained from analyzed data of the study was presented in this chapter to answer research question raised in this study. Table and percentage were used while the data was run through administration of questionnaire.
To answer the question posed in the study ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IT’S USAGE AND IMPACT ON JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE would be analyzed. 100 hundred copies of the questionnaire were administered to the respondent. All the copies of the question distributed were returned.
Research question 1:To what extent are AI technology being utilized in kwara state
The data on table 7 answered the question Artificial intelligence are being utilized in kwara state this shows that 27% of the respondent represent very well that AI technology is being utilized in kwara state and 30% of the respondent represent well and 29% of the respondent represent little while 14% present not at all. Highest number of the respondent show that artificial intelligence is being utilized well by 30%
Research question 2: what are the benefit of artificial intelligence usage in journalism practice within kwara state?
The data on table 14 answered the question: what are the benefits of artificial intelligence usage in journalism within kwara state the table shows that 34% of the respondent represent that it increase efficiency and speed in content creation and 24% represent that it enhances content personalization for audience and 22% represent that it improve accuracy and data driven reporting while 20% represent that it reduce cost for media houses, the highest number of the total respondent represent that it increase efficiency and speed in content creation by 34%
Research question 3: what challenges hinder the adoption of artificial intelligence in journalism in kwara state?
The date on table 15 answered the question: what challenges hinder the adoption of artificial intelligence in journalism in kwara state this shows that 27% of the respondent represent that lack of technical knowledge and training hinders the adoption of artificial intelligence in journalism and 25% represent that ethical concern (e.g., bias in AI algorithm) also hinders the adoption of artificial intelligence in journalism and 29% represent that there is job displacement or reduces need for human labor while 19% of the respondent represent that it’s the difficulty in integrating AI with traditional journalism process this shows that the highest number of the respondent represent that the adoption of artificial intelligence in journalism is hindered by 29%.
4.4 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
The research purpose is to examine the Artificial intelligence it's usage and impact on journalism practice in Kwara state. The findings that 40% of the respondents were male, while a larger proportion, 60%, were female. This indicates that the majority of the participants in the survey were female. The higher representation of female respondents may suggest their significant involvement in rice farming activities or greater availability and willingness to participate in the survey within the study area. 
Table 2 indicates that the majority of respondents (51%) fall within the 25–34 age group, followed by 27% aged 35–44 and 20% aged 18–24. Only 2% of the respondents are aged 44 and above. This suggests that most respondents are relatively young and likely more technologically inclined.In the context of artificial intelligence and its impact on journalism in Kwara State, the predominance of younger journalists (particularly those aged 25–34) may reflect a demographic more open to the adoption and integration of AI tools in their daily practice. Younger professionals are generally more exposed to digital technologies and may be more willing to experiment with or adapt to AI-driven processes such as automated content generation, data analysis, and audience engagement tools.
This age distribution, therefore, implies a potentially higher level of awareness and usage of AI among journalists in Kwara State, especially among the younger cohort. It also points to an opportunity for targeted training and capacity-building programs aimed at enhancing AI literacy and ethical application in journalism for both current and upcoming media professionals.
The educational background of respondents indicates that a significant portion holds a National Diploma (44%), followed by those with "Other" qualifications (32%)—which may include postgraduate diplomas, certificates in journalism, or technical training. Only 24% hold a bachelor's degree, and none reported only a Senior Secondary School Certificate (S.S.C.E.).
This suggests that most journalists in Kwara State possess at least a mid-level qualification, which implies a reasonably strong foundation for engaging with modern tools, including AI applications in journalism. Higher education levels often correlate with greater exposure to digital technologies and innovation, suggesting that a good proportion of journalists in the state may be equipped to understand, adopt, and benefit from AI tools in their professional practice.
The majority of respondents (44%) identify as multimedia producers, followed by editors (22%), reporters (18%), and photographers (16%). This distribution highlights a shift toward multimedia roles, which are more digitally oriented and often involve the use of advanced tools, including artificial intelligence for content creation, video editing, social media management, and audience analytics.
This role distribution suggests that many journalists in Kwara State are operating in a digital-first environment where AI can play a significant role. Multimedia producers, in particular, are well-positioned to benefit from AI tools such as automated video editing, voice-to-text transcription, content recommendation algorithms, and audience engagement analytics.
Most respondents (44%) have between 1–5 years of experience as shown in Table 5, followed by 24% with less than one year, 22% with 6–10 years, and only 10% with over 10 years in journalism. This indicates that a large proportion of the journalists surveyed are relatively early in their careers.
The relatively youthful professional experience profile suggests a workforce that is likely adaptable and more open to learning and integrating new technologies, including AI. Journalists with less than 5 years of experience may be more familiar with digital tools from the start of their careers, making them more likely to embrace AI-based innovations in reporting, content creation, and media production.
The research shows that majority of respondents (54%) believe that artificial intelligence has improved the accuracy of mass media in news reporting. This suggests a generally positive perception of AI's role in enhancing journalistic quality, particularly in areas such as fact-checking, content verification, and error reduction. However, a notable proportion (26%) disagreed, while 20% were undecided—indicating that while optimism about AI exists, there is also some skepticism or lack of awareness.
This division may reflect gaps in understanding AI technologies or concerns about over-reliance on automation, particularly regarding bias, context interpretation, or journalistic integrity.
Table 7 shows A combined 57% of respondents report understanding AI either "very well" (27%) or "well" (30%). This suggests a significant level of familiarity among journalists in Kwara State with AI and its implications in the media space. On the other hand, 29% claim to understand it only a little, while 14% have no understanding at all.
This mixed level of comprehension indicates a need for more targeted education and professional development initiatives focused on AI in journalism. Raising awareness about ethical considerations, responsible usage, and practical applications of AI could enhance overall newsroom efficiency and content credibility.
Respondents showed the highest awareness of automated journalism (54%), which includes AI tools for auto-generating news reports, sports updates, or financial summaries. This is followed by awareness of AI for data journalism (35%), natural language processing (NLP) (31%), and AI in video editing (27%).
The spread of awareness suggests that journalists in Kwara State are beginning to interact with diverse AI applications, particularly those that directly affect content production and newsroom operations. However, the relatively lower awareness of NLP and video editing tools may reflect a need for broader exposure to the full spectrum of AI capabilities—especially as video content continues to dominate digital platforms.
Table 9 of the research reveal that majority of respondents (39%) believe that accuracy is the most improved aspect of news reporting due to artificial intelligence. This reflects confidence in AI’s ability to fact-check, reduce errors, and enhance reliability in reporting. Speed is also significantly acknowledged (32%), indicating AI’s contribution to faster news delivery and real-time reporting.
Only 15% recognized quality as the main improvement, suggesting that while AI aids in precision and speed, some journalists may still question its ability to improve the deeper qualitative elements of storytelling. The 14% who chose "None" highlight a group that either hasn’t seen or doesn’t trust AI’s benefits yet.
A combined 63% of respondents rate the quality of AI-assisted news reporting as either “High” (40%) or “Very High” (23%), indicating strong approval of AI’s contribution to journalistic standards. Another 23% consider it “Moderate,” showing a level of cautious optimism.
The 14% who selected “None of the Above” may represent journalists who have either not used AI tools extensively or are skeptical about their effectiveness. Overall, this shows that most practitioners in Kwara State believe AI has a positive effect on reporting quality.
According to the research, Only26% of respondents use AI tools daily, while a slightly higher number (32%) use them occasionally. The 16% who use them weekly suggest a moderate level of integration. However, a notable 26% selected “None of the Above,” indicating either infrequent use or unfamiliarity with AI tools altogether.
This mixed usage pattern reflects that while AI is making its way into journalism practice in Kwara State, full integration is still in progress, and there's room for more adoption and institutional support—possibly through training and access to tools.
The research revealed that Respondents identified news writing & content generation (28%) and data collection & analysis (28%) as the top areas where AI is most useful, followed by editing & proofreading (25%). These areas reflect the core benefits of AI in automating repetitive tasks, enhancing efficiency, and supporting data-driven storytelling.
The relatively lower percentage (19%) for visuals (photo/video editing) may indicate either fewer available tools in this domain locally or less awareness among journalists about AI-powered visual tools.
The study review that A plurality of respondents (45%) believe that AI has had a positive impact on journalism in Kwara State. This suggests growing acceptance of AI technologies for enhancing newsroom operations, such as speed, accuracy, and productivity.
However, a significant portion (32%) remain unsure, which may point to limited exposure to AI tools or lack of understanding of their influence. Additionally, 18% perceive a negative impact, and 5% believe AI has no impact—highlighting concerns or skepticism around AI's role in journalism, possibly due to fears of job displacement, ethical issues, or lack of infrastructure.
The top benefit identified is increased efficiency and speed in content creation (34%), reinforcing the earlier findings that AI tools are widely valued for their time-saving and productivity-enhancing capabilities.
Other perceived advantages include:
· Personalized content delivery (24%)—showing how AI helps tailor news to audience preferences.
· Improved accuracy and data-driven reporting (22%)—highlighting the role of AI in fact-checking and analytics.
· Cost reduction (20%)—indicating AI’s potential to minimize operational expenses.
These responses show that AI is not only seen as a tool for automation but also as a strategic asset in improving journalistic quality and business sustainability.
The biggest concern among respondents is job displacement or reduced human labor demand (29%). This indicates fear that AI could threaten the employment security of journalists by automating tasks previously handled by humans.
Other challenges include:
· Lack of technical skills and training (27%)—pointing to a clear gap in professional capacity to effectively use AI.
· Ethical concerns (25%) such as bias and misinformation from flawed algorithms—suggesting a need for regulatory frameworks and ethical AI deployment.
· Integration difficulties (19%) reflect challenges in merging traditional journalism workflows with modern AI tools.
Together, these insights reveal that while the benefits of AI are widely acknowledged, significant barriers to adoption remain. These include both practical issues (skills, infrastructure) and philosophical ones (ethics, human relevance).
A combined 47% (22% strongly disagree + 25% disagree) of journalists believe they are not aware of AI's potential applications in journalism, while only 30% (25% agree + 5% strongly agree)believethey are aware.
This shows a knowledge gap, indicating that many journalists in Kwara State either lack adequate exposure to AI applications or have not yet received training on their relevance to media work. The 23% who responded neutrally may represent those with limited or unclear understanding.
Only 27% of respondents affirm that AI tools have been adopted for news gathering and content creation, while 40% (28% strongly disagree + 12% disagree) believe otherwise. The largest group, 33%, remain neutral, which may again reflect uncertainty or inconsistency in usage.
This suggests limited or inconsistent adoption of AI tools across the journalism sector in Kwara State, possibly due to lack of infrastructure, training, or confidence in the tools.
The findings shows that 43% (27% agree + 16% strongly agree) of respondents believe that the high cost of AI tools limits adoption, which is a significant concern. Meanwhile, 36% (disagree + strongly disagree) do not view cost as a major issue, and 21% are neutral.
This mixed response suggests that while financial constraints are a barrier for many, others may have access to affordable tools or are yet to assess the financial requirements. This also reflects disparity in access across media houses.
A majority (59%) of respondents believe that AI has the potential to positively revolutionize journalism, especially those who strongly agree (40%).
This indicates strong optimism about the future role of AI in improving journalism practices, despite the earlier-noted concerns regarding cost, awareness, and technical barriers. The 29% who disagree or strongly disagree show that a portion of the population remains resistant to or skeptical of AI-driven transformation.



CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
This study examined the usage and impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on journalism practice in Kwara State. It analyzed the level of awareness, adoption, benefits, and challenges faced by journalists in integrating AI into their professional activities. A total of 100 respondents participated in the survey, covering various age groups, educational backgrounds, and journalism roles such as reporters, editors, photographers, and multimedia producers.
The major findings are summarized below:
· Demographics: The majority of respondents were female (60%), aged between 25–34 years (51%), and possessed ND qualifications (44%), suggesting a youthful and fairly educated journalism workforce in Kwara State.
· Experience & Roles: Most respondents had between 1–5 years of experience (44%), and a significant number worked as multimedia producers (44%), reflecting a modern and digitally active media environment.
· Awareness & understanding of AI: Although some respondents reported a good understanding of AI (57% rated their understanding as “well” or “very well”), a large number (47%) disagreed that they were aware of its potential applications in journalism, indicating a knowledge gap.
· Adoption of AI Tools: The study found that only 27% agreed that AI tools had been widely adopted in newsrooms, while 40% disagreed. This suggests that actual usage of AI remains low, despite some level of awareness.
· Perceived Impact: A majority of journalists believe that AI has improved accuracy (39%) and speed (32%) in news reporting. Also, 63% rated the quality of AI-enhanced news as “high” or “very high.”
· Frequency of Use: Only 26% use AI tools daily, while 32% use them occasionally. A significant number still do not use them at all, implying sporadic or limited integration.
· AI Usefulness by Journalism Function: AI was seen as most useful for news writing/content generation (28%), editing/proofreading (25%), and data collection/analysis (28%).
· Overall Perception: 45% of respondents said AI has positively impacted journalism in Kwara State. However, 32% were unsure, suggesting room for increased orientation and exposure.
· Benefits of AI: The main benefits cited include increased efficiency and speed (34%), enhanced content personalization (24%), and improved accuracy (22%).
· Challenges Encountered: Respondents reported challenges such as lack of technical knowledge and training (27%), ethical concerns (25%), and job displacement (29%).
· Cost as a Barrier: 43% of respondents believe that the high cost of AI tools is a major barrier to adoption in the state.
· Potential of AI: Despite challenges, 59% of journalists agree or strongly agree that AI has the potential to positively revolutionize journalism in Kwara State.
5.2 Conclusion
This study concludes that while awareness and optimism about Artificial Intelligence exist among journalists in Kwara State, actual adoption and integration into journalistic practices remain limited. The findings underscore a significant knowledge and implementation gap, as many journalists are either not adequately trained or do not have access to AI tools.
Nonetheless, journalists in the state recognize the potential benefits of AI, particularly in enhancing the accuracy, efficiency, and quality of news reporting. The reluctance or inability to adopt AI tools is largely tied to challenges such as cost, lack of training, ethical concerns, and fear of job displacement.
Therefore, the transition toward AI-powered journalism in Kwara State requires strategic interventions in training, infrastructure development, and policy support to fully harness its benefits.
5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:
1. Capacity Building and Training Programs:
Government agencies, journalism bodies, and media organizations should organize workshops, seminars, and hands-on training to enhance journalists’ technical knowledge and confidence in using AI tools.
2. Subsidized Access to AI Tools:
Media organizations should collaborate with tech firms or receive government support to acquire affordable AI technologies, especially for small and local media houses.
3. AI Policy and Ethical Guidelines:
Regulatory bodies should establish clear ethical guidelines to address concerns around AI bias, misinformation, and editorial integrity in automated content generation.
4. Integration of AI into Journalism Curricula:
Journalism departments in tertiary institutions should incorporate AI and data-driven storytelling into their academic curriculum to prepare future journalists for a tech-driven media landscape.
5. Public-Private Partnerships:
Stakeholders, including NGOs, ICT companies, and media development organizations, should form alliances to fund AI-based journalism innovation and research.
6. Job Role Redesign:
Rather than view AI as a threat, media organizations should redefine job roles to integrate AI as a collaborative tool, focusing human labor on creative, editorial, and investigative journalism.
7. Awareness Campaigns:
Conduct statewide awareness initiatives to sensitize journalists on the various types, functions, and benefits of AI, including tools for automated reporting, fact-checking, and multimedia editing.
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APPENDIX

KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (IICT)
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
Dear respondent,
I am an HND student of the above institution conductingresearch on a topicARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, IT’S USAGE AND IMPACT ON JOURNALISM PRACTICE IN KWARA STATE I hereby request your assistance in answering the following questionnaire as honestly as possible and I assure you that all information supplied by you shall be used only for academic purpose and shall be kept confidential.
Your cooperation will be highly appreciated.
Thanks 
SECTION A
1. Sex(a) Male (b) Female (c) Other
2. Age Range(a) 18-24 (b) 25-34 (c) 35-44 (d) 45+
3. Educational Qualification:(a) Secondary School (b) N.D (c) Bachelor's Degree (d) Others
4. Role in Journalism:
(a) Reporter(b) Editor(c) Photographer(d) Multimedia Producer
5.How long have you been working in journalism?
(a) Less than 1 yea (b) 1-5 years (c) 6-10 years (d) 10+ years
SECTION B
6. Do you believe artificial intelligence has improve the accuracy of mass media in news reporting?
(a) Yes (b) No (c) Not sure 
7. To what extent do you understand Artificial intelligence (AI) and its applications in journalism?
(a) Very well (b) well (c) little (d) Not at all
8. Which of the following Artificial intelligence (AI) technologies are you aware of? (Select all that apply)
a) Automated Journalism (AI-generated news articles)
b) AI for Data Journalism (using AI to analyze and present data)
c) Natural Language Processing (NLP) for language generation
d) AI in Video/Image Editing
9. Which aspect of news reporting is most improved by Artificial intelligence in kwara state?
(a) Accuracy (b) Speed (C) Quality (d) none 
10.How would you rate the quality of news reporting when using Artificial Intelligence(AI)? 
(a)  Very high quality 
(b) High quality 
(c) Moderate quality 
(d) none of the above
SECTION C
11. How frequently do you use AI tools in your journalism work?
(a) Daily (b) Weekly (c) Occasionally (d) None of the above  
12. Which aspect of journalism do you find Artificial Intelligence(A)I most useful for?
(a) News writing and content generation
(b) Editing and proofreading
(c) Data collection and analysis
(d) Visuals (photo/video editing)
13.In your opinion, how has Artificial intelligence impacted journalism practice in Kwara State?
(a) Positively (b) Negatively (c) No impact (d) Unsure
14. What are the benefits of using Artificial Intelligence in journalism? 
(a) Increases efficiency and speed in content creation
(b) Enhances content personalization for audiences
(c) Improves accuracy and data-driven reporting
(d) Reduces costs for media houses
15. What challenges have you encountered with AI in journalism?
(a) Lack of technical knowledge or training
(b) Ethical concerns (e.g., bias in AI algorithms)
(c) Job displacement or reduced need for human labor
(d) Difficulty in integrating AI with traditional journalism processes
Section D
KEY: SD Strongly agree D Disagree N Neutral AAgree SA Strongly Agree 
	S/N
	STATEMENT 
	RESPONSES OPTION

	
	
	SD
	D
	N
	A
	SA

	16
	Journalists in Kwara State are aware of the potential applications of artificial intelligence in journalism.
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Artificial Intelligence tools have been widely adopted by journalists in Kwara State for news gathering and content creation."
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Artificial intelligence has improved the accuracy and efficiency of news reporting in Kwara State
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	The high cost of Artificial Intelligence tools hinders their adoption in journalism practice in Kwara State
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Artificial Intelligence has the potential to revolutionize journalism practice in Kwara State positively."
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