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[bookmark: _Toc200450393]ABSTRACT
This study aims to assess the use of TikTok among polytechnic students, focusing specifically on students at Kwara State Polytechnic (Kwara.Poly). The research investigates the extent of TikTok usage, the purposes for which students use the platform. and the perceived impacts on their academic and social lives. Data were collected through a structured questionnaire distributed to a sample of 300 students from various departments within the polytechnic. The questionnaire included questions on demographics, frequency of TikTok usage, types of content consumed and created, and perceptions of how TikTok affects their academic performance and social interactions. The results reveal that a significant majority of KwaraPoly students are active users of TikTok, with over 70% engaging with the platform daily. Students primarily use TikTok for entertainment and social interaction, with a growing number also leveraging it for educational content and information sharing. Despite the platform's entertainment value, many students report that excessive use of TikTok can lead to decreased academic performance due to time management issues. Conversely, some students indicate that TikTok provides a valuable avenue for creative expression and stress relief, which can positively affect their overall well-being. The study concludes that while TikTok offers numerous benefits, there is a need for awareness and strategies to mitigate its potential negative impacts on academic performance. Recommendations include integrating educational content on TikTok and encouraging balanced usage to maximize its benefits while minimizing distractions. Further research is suggested to explore long-term effects and develop guidelines for optimal use among students.
KEYWORDS: TikTok, Social media usage, Academic performance, Social interactions, Digital content creation, Time management, Creative expression, Educational content.
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[bookmark: _Toc200450395]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc200450396]1.1	BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
In the contemporary digital age, social media platforms have become integral components of daily life, profoundly influencing communication patterns, cultural dynamics, and social interactions. Among the myriad of platforms, TikTok has emerged as a prominent player, particularly among the youth and student populations.
TikTok's unique format, allowing users to create and share short-form vidcos, has captured the attention of millions globally. Polytechnic students, being a tech-savvy and socially active demographic, are actively engaged in various online platforms. Kwarapoly, as an academic institution, is not immune to the pervasive influence of social media. Understanding the usage patterns and implications of Tik Tok among Kwarapoly students is crucial for academia, policymakers, and the students themselves. (Anderson, 2020).
Zaitun et. al., (2021) states that TikTok is one of the most widely used applications. The Tiktok application is a social media through which videos can be uploaded with various video editing functions so that they can be created at will. Users can create short videos from fifteen seconds to three minutes long and upload them as content to their accounts. To make the videos more attractive, users can use some features, such as adding a soundtrack and changing the speed. To add a soundtrack to the videos, users can choose one of the many sounds in the app or upload their own sounds.
In addition, they can change the speed of the videos or the sounds, which creates an interesting effect and attracts viewers. Within a short period of time, the app gained the interest of many users and viewers around the world, which led individuals and institutions to realize its potential as an educational tool and spread knowledge through this app (Chen et. al., 2021). Even educators have attempted to incorporate this app as an instructional medium in their classes to facilitate tertiary-level learning (Escamilla-Fajardo et. al., 2021). This is because incorporating social media into the teaching and learning process can improve student contribution and engagement, foster a sense of community, support a learner-centred approach, increase student participation and interaction, promote creativity, and improve academic outcomes (Aida Nabilah Azman et al., 2021).
While these related previous studies focused on the institution-initiated use of TikTok for teaching and learning (e.g., Escamilla-Fajardo et. al., 2021), the study of learners' self-directed practice with the technology is also crucial. This is because TikTok is one of the most popular apps in the world (at least among people under a certain age) (Nur Ilianis Adnan et. al., 2021). Besides, learning using likTok is in line with the aspiration of the Malaysian Education Blueprint for Higher Learning (2015- 2025), which promotes independent learning and lifelong learning among its tertiary students (Razali, Xuan, & Samad, 2018).
Accordingly, the purpose of this preliminary study was to describe (1) learners' perceptions of using TikTok in education, (2) the benefits of Tik Tok to themselves, and (3) the difficulties they encountered in using TikTok. The next section explains the methodology of the study, then presents and discusses the research findings.
The paper ends with the conclusion and implications of using TikTok in education. (Zaitun et. al., 2021).
This study seeks to delve into the multifaceted dimensions of TikTok usage within the context of Kwarapoly. By exploring the motivations, impact, and challenges associated with TikTok, this research aims to contribute valuable insights into the social media landscape of polytechnic students, thereby facilitating informed decision-making and fostering a nuanced understanding of the evolving digital environment.


[bookmark: _Toc200450397]1.2	STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Despite the growing popularity of TikTok, there is a paucity of specific research focused on its impact on polytechnic students, particularly those within the confines of Kwarapoly. This research aims to address this gap by identifying and analyzing the following key problem areas:
1.    Usage Patterns: The lack of comprehensive information on how frequently and extensively Kwarapoly students use TikTok and the types of content they engage with.
2.    Academic Implications: The potential impact of TikTok usage on the aeademic performance of students, including factors such as distraction, time management, and the balance between social media and academic responsibilities.
3.    Privacy and Security Concerns: The level of awareness among Kwarapoly students regarding privacy and security issues associated with TikTok and whether these concerns influence their engagement on the platform.
4.    Social Interaction: How TikTok affects the social interactions and relationships among Kwarapoly
5. students, both online and offline: by addressing these problem areas, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the TikTok phenomenon within the specific context of Kwarapoly, facilitating informed decision-making and contributing to the broader discourse on social media use among polytechnic students.
[bookmark: _Toc200450398]1.3	OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The purpose of this study is to assess the use of TikTok among polytechnic students, with a focus on Kwara State Polytechnic (Kwarapoly), in order to understand its impact on academic performance and social interactions.
Specifically the objectives of the study are:
1.    To assess the extent of TikTok usage among Kwarapoly students.
2.    To explore the motivations behind the use of TikTok by polytechnic students.
3.    To examine the potential positive and negative impacts of TikTok on academic and social aspects of student life.
4.    To provide recommendations for fostering responsible and beneficial TikTok use among polytechnic students.
[bookmark: _Toc200450399]1.4	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
To guide the study, the following research questions will be addressed:
1. How prevalent is the use of TikTok among Kwarapoly students?
2.    What are the main motivations for polytechnic students to use TikTok?
3.    What are the perceived positive and negative impacts of TikTok on academic performance and social interactions among Kwarapoly students?
[bookmark: _Toc200450400]1.5	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study holds significant importance for various stakeholders: It provides insights into the evolving digital behavior of polytechnic students, aiding in the development of informed policies and strategies to enhance the academic environment. It offers an understanding of the potential impact of TikTok on academic performance, privacy, and social interactions, enabling students to make informed choices regarding their social media engagement.
It would help educators in adapting teaching methods to accommodate changing student dynamics influenced by TikTok, fostering more effective communication and learning. It would Inform policymakers about the implications of TikTok usage among polytechnic students, assisting in the development of guidelines for responsible social media use in educational settings. It would add to the body of knowledge on social media behavior among students, contributing to academic literature and providing a foundation for future research in this field.

[bookmark: _Toc200450401]1.6	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
this study focuses specifically on tiktok usage among students at Kwarapoly. The geographical scope is limited to the campus and its immediate vicinity. The study covers aspects of TikTok usage patterns, academic implications, privacy and security concerns, and social interactions among Kwarapoly students.
1.7	OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS
TikTok: A social media platform that allows users to create, share, and discover short-form videos.
Polytechnic Students: Refers to students enrolled in polytechnic institutions, specifically Kwarapoly in this study.
Academic Performance: The level of achievement in students' educational endeavors, including grades and overall success in academic activities.
Social Interactions: Refers to the ways in which individuals engage with each other, both online and offline, in the context of social relationships.




[bookmark: _Toc200450402]CHAPTER TWO
[bookmark: _Toc200450403]LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
[bookmark: _Toc200450404]2.1.1 	CONCEPT OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is an internet-based community created visually to build profiles individually and socially.
Social media platforms are created around the concept of personal profiles that resembles a homepage that serves to describe each site. It is also used to make communication easy between people through digital devices. Over 80% of adolescents own one form of new media technology, including cell phones or computers, and use it frequently to text or message their friends or other people online. Most adults use these platforms, including instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. In today’s society, the media plays an important role in guiding the values of young people. (Montag et al., 2021).
Social media has become an integral portion of society, with rising usage and prevalence since its creation and further expansion during the COVID-19 pandemic. The marked growth in social media was fueled by a large shift to all virtual platforms for human interactions. This is driven by increased public safety measures through widespread business and school closures, as well as lockdowns restricting public travel and large gatherings.
These strict physical distancing measures caused people to be heavily reliant on virtual media, especially social media, for the latest pandemic news and to remain connected to each other. (Limaye et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc200450405]2.1.2	CONCEPT OF TIKTOK
TikTok is one of the most popular music video social platforms through the world, which currently has 800 million active users in 155 countries. This video app was launched in 2017 by a Chinese company named Byte Dance and within one and half years, it has become the most popular short music video app in the world.
Ranking as the most frequently downloaded app in the world, TikTok has shown over 2 billion times on the app store and Google play. The special feature of this app is that the users can create short videos up to 60 seconds adding background sound clips from the apps’ vast music library, and share the created videos with millions of TikTok users. As global web index reveals, only a small fraction of each platform’s user base is unique, and many of the platforms’ audiences overlap. As an example, 95% of Facebook users claim to utilize at least one more social media site. In Sri Lanka, an incredible development in the internet usage can be seen in comparison with many other countries. There were 10.10 million internet users and 6.40 million social media users by January 2020. (Ma and Hu, 2020).
According to C. Diol, the use of application TikTok has had a very little negative impact on teenagers and young adult students. In his study titled, TikTok Influence on Teenagers and Young Adult Students: The Common Usages of the Application TikTok, C. Diol has also been able to map out the spread of TikTok over the past 3 years and how it has become a significant participant in the role of influencers, creating an entrepreneurial possibility with its growth. In a research on TikTok based on user centric theory, Jiang Xiao Yu has discussed the reasons behind the huge success of TikTok. From the perspective of user centric theory, TikTok optimizes the user experience in the aspects of UCD design, content production and form innovation, personalized service and so on. It satisfies the user’s needs and achieves the user’s goals. In terms of user experience, TikTok has optimized the experience in terms of interface design, humancomputer interactive, UGC. PGC and OGC content production model, content micro narrative modes and recommended algorithm technology based on big data, which enhanced user loyalty. (Yu JX., 2019).
Overall, studying the impact of TikTok on students is crucial in order to understand the potential advantages and disadvantages of this popular platform. This knowledge can inform educators, parents, and policymakers in effectively addressing the challenges and harnessing the opportunities TikTok presents for students’ well-being and development.
[bookmark: _Toc200450406]2.1.3	TIKTOK AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL
Social networks, according to Bartlett-Bragg (2006), offer a variety of applications that enhance group interactions and shared spaces for collaboration, social connections, and information exchanges in a web-based environment. In September 2016, TikTok, also known as Douyin in China, made its debut. The following year, TikTok was launched worldwide. With more than 45 million downloads globally during the three-month period, the application launched by Beijing-based digital unicorn Bytedance has surpassed Facebook and WhatsApp as the most popular app (Zheping, 2018). As the most downloaded application in July 2020, TikTok is one of the most famous social networking sites which targeted youngsters to share their 3 to 60-second-long videos. TikTok allows users to record videos of themselves goofing off to music or spoken-word clips and then edit the footage with a variety of effects. As of 2021, TikTok is one of the world’s most popular applications (at least among those under a certain age). Hence, this study aims to discover the usefulness of the TikTok application as an educational tool to teach listening skills in English.
[bookmark: _Toc200450407]2.1.4	TIKTOK AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
Young people feel the constant need to be productive, disregarding the counter productivity these distractions bring. These simple, three-minute videos on TikTok can distract its users from completing other necessary tasks, such as finishing homework or completing chores and the sample consisted of 110 female and 130 male students, aged between 23-27, the results showed that 31.25% of students were addicted to TikTok, and 87.5% of students spent more than two hours per day on social media. (Zulli D, and Zulli DJ., 2020).
According to a study conducted by (Wojdan et al., 2020), shown that TikTok is causing various issues, including addiction, in kids and teenagers. Some of the adverse effects of TikTok addiction include inferiority complexes, superiority complexes, and complexes of attractiveness and an increased usage of social media platforms by students is associated with a notable shift in their study habits, resulting in reduced attention towards scholarly works and This is particularly evident when there is an imbalance between excessive TikTok use and limited focus during study time. Consequently, such changes in study habits may adversely impact the academic prospects of students. The popularity of social media platforms offers several advantages, including improved communication, easier information access, and platforms for artistic expression. However, social media’s addictive nature and capacity to draw in and hold users’ attention can have a negative impact on study habits and academic achievement. When students spend excessive time on TikTok or other social media platforms, their focus on studying can diminish significantly. Constant distractions, such as receiving notifications, scrolling through endless feeds, and watching short videos, can break their concentration and hinder their ability to engage in deep and meaningful learning.
[bookmark: _Toc200450408]2.1.5	TIKTOK AND MENTAL HEALTH
Indeed, TikTok is just one of many social media platforms that have faced scrutiny from lawmakers and mental health experts regarding its impact on teenagers. The concern stems from various studies and reports that highlight the potential for harmful content, such as promoting suicide and eating disorders, to quickly reach vulnerable users on the platform. This issue is not exclusive to TikTok and has been a broader concern across different social media platforms. A total of 795 requests by the Safety commissioner to remove alleged bullying of children from various platforms were made since the beginning of 2022, For TikTok alone, 209 requests were made in 2022, and 100 in 2023. (Milton et al., 2023).
As the social media platform TikTok continues its exponential growth, many people have begun to question its potential impacts on society particularly surrounding mental health. According to a first-of-its-kind study from University of Minnesota computer science researchers, the social media platform and its unique algorithm can serve as both a haven and a hindrance for users struggling with their mental health. “TikTok is a huge platform for mental health content,” said Ashlee Milton, first author of the paper and a University of Minnesota computer science and engineering Ph.D. student. “People tend to gravitate toward social media to find information and other people who are going through similar situations. A lot of our participants talked about how helpful this mental health information was. But at some point, because of the way the feed works, it’s just going to keep giving you more and more of the same content. And that’s when it can go from being helpful to being distressing and triggering.” (Milton et al., 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc200450409]2.1.6	TIKTOK AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS
TikTok is mainly used for creating and sharing short videos, typically set to music. These videos can be anything from funny skits and memes to educational content, dance and lip sync videos, and more. The app’s algorithm were designed to keep users engaged by showing them more of the content they like, which can lead to a cycle of addictive behavior. This has led to concerns that TikTok could be contributing to the rise of mental health problems among young people, including anxiety and depression. (Mekler, 2021).
TikTok influence and impact on the entertainment industry and individuals cannot be ignored. With millions of active users worldwide, the platform has the power to propel someone’s career to new heights or bring it crashing down. For aspiring musicians, comedians, and content creators, TikTok has become a powerful tool for gaining exposure and recognition. Catchy songs, dance routines, and comedic skits can go viral within hours, allowing talented individuals to attract a substantial following and even get noticed by record labels, casting , directors, or sponsors. This has resulted in the success of various artists who were discovered through TikTok,
Launching their music careers to global popularity. (Montag et al., 2021). TikTok is considered a social network because it offers great potential for making new friends and forming new connections. This platform has millions of users worldwide, so it can also be great for inclusiveness. Some teens are naturally shy, so making in-person friends can be difficult. Also known as the “choking challenge” or the “pass-out challenge,” this fad encouraged kids in asphyxiation to the point of temporary unconsciousness. The blackout challenge has been linked to the deaths of about 20 minors in recent months and there are many benefits that TikTok brings to society. For one, it allows human to connect with each other and share ideas and creativity. It also provides self-expression and can be a great outlet for creative energy. (Zulli D, and Zulli DJ., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc200450410]2.1.7	TIKTOK AND WELL-BEING
Published on March 14, 2023. TikTok promotes harmful content including eating disorders and self-harm to teen user feeds, according to a new NGO report. Key takeaways: A new report shows that TikTok pushes harmful content promoting eating disorders and self-harm to teens every 39 seconds and TikTok addiction can lead to a variety of physical, mental, and emotional health issues such as fatigue, irritability, and depression. It is important for users to recognize TikTok addiction symptoms before it becomes an issue.
A lot of teens describe the experience of going on TikTok and intending to spend 15 minutes and then they spend two hours and or more and concerning to hear that many teens are experiencing difficulties managing their time on TikTok, leading to excessive usage. Teenagers must strike a balance between their online activities and other aspects of their lives. In reality, studies have connected overuse of social media to a number of negative consequences on mental health, including depression. The sharing of explicit content related to suicide must also be avoided because it could potentially injure vulnerable people and help the spread of dangerous ideas. Avoid sharing details and photographs concerning suicide tools, techniques, locations, notes, or messages. To address these concerns, TikTok has policies in place to remove content that promotes self-harm, suicide, or sharing explicit details about methods. By implementing these rules, TikTok hopes to make its users feel safer and more supported, especially those who might be experiencing mental health issues. It is critical that parents, teachers, and the society at large assist youngsters in comprehending and responsibly using social media. Encouraging open conversations about mental health, providing resources, and promoting healthy coping mechanisms can also contribute to safeguarding the well-being of teenagers in the digital world and Such content can be distressing and/or accidentally give new ideas to struggling community members. Sharing details about suicide tools and methods is highly harmful, and such content will be removed from TikTok. (Masciantonio et al., 2021).
The study conducted on TikTok use and well-being indicated that both active and passive uses of the platform were not linked to overall well-being. This suggests those individuals who frequently engage in TikTok activities, whether by posting their own content (active use) or simply scrolling through others’ videos (passive use), did not experience a noticeable improvement or decline in their well-being. Furthermore, the study found that two factors commonly associated with social media use, namely social support and upward social comparison, did not act as mediators in the relationship between TikTok use and well-being. Social support refers to the perception of being cared for and having a network of people to rely on, while upward social comparison involves comparing oneself to others who are perceived to have superior qualities or achievements. These findings imply that despite the social nature and comparative aspects of TikTok, neither seeking support nor comparing one to others on the platform appeared to significantly influence users’ well-being. The potential impacts of TikTok on well-being may therefore be influenced by other factors not examined in this study, or there may not be a connection at all between the platform and general well-being. It’s crucial to note that this study only looked at TikTok and wellbeing, therefore more research may be required to examine how other social media platforms affect wellbeing. (Masciantonio et al., 2021).
TikTok strives to provide a secure environment where users may engage with a worldwide community and share their individual, personal tales about mental health. We aim to continue raising awareness about the importance of mental wellness as we cultivate a community that feels empowered to connect and share perspectives on mental well-being. Our platform has over 45 billion views of mental health, 10 billion views of mental health awareness, and 1 billion views of wellbeing. We recently partnered with Market Research Company you Gov’t to better understand cross-generational and global consumer attitudes on mental well-being, including people’s comfort levels in talking about their own mental health and what can make them feel more supported.
As we strive to maintain fostering an inclusive environment for our community. Around 75% of individuals worldwide, including respondents from South Africa (90%), Brazil (85%), and the United Arab Emirates (83%) are comfortable discussing their mental health, according to the poll. Over generations, individuals feel more at ease discussing their mental health as they become older, with persons in the 18-24 age range feeling the least at ease.( https://newsroom.TikTok.com,2023).
[bookmark: _Toc200450411]2.1.8	EFFECTS OF TIKTOK USE ON COLLEGE STUDENT LEARNING
TikTok has become an increasingly popular app for people of many different ages to use. Users can create whatever types of videos they want on this app and post it for anyone to see, despite a large majority of posts being people dancing to music. This app has attracted college students who are in the stage of emerging adulthood.
College students enjoy having fun and this app allows them to do just that. They can dance around to the top rated songs and then gain followers from their posts. But along with having fun, college students still have to be able to focus on their schoolwork, and distractions have the ability to pose a big challenge to getting schoolwork done.
Anyone using TikTok can become engrossed in the app and experience something like to addiction, where they are unable to leave it. People get increasingly dependent on social media as they use it more frequently each week.
How much time do students actually spend on TikTok and what impact does that have on college students paying attention in class and getting their schoolwork done? By finding answers to this question, we can see if this app does have the ability to keep college students from paying attention and completing their schoolwork. (Mekler;2021).
 Unfortunately, TikTok can also have a negative impact on teens by encouraging them to participate in dangerous social media challenges, connecting them with bullies or predators or encouraging screen time addiction. Parents should learn what TikTok is and the. Talk with their kids about properly using the app.(https://www.google.com,2023).
2.2	THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
[bookmark: _Toc200450412]2.2.1 	SOCIAL IDENTITY THEORY
Social Identity Theory contributes to the assessment of audience perception by providing a framework to understand how social categorization, group dynamics, and inter-group processes on social media influence the spread of violent expression among youth. Researchers can use SIT to explore the role of social identity in shaping attitudes, behaviors, and conflicts related to violent content on social media platforms. (Turner et al., 1987).
Social Identity Theory, developed by Henri Tajfel and John Turner, focuses on how individuals categorize themselves and others into social groups, and how these group memberships influence behavior and attitudes.
When applied to the assessment of TikTok use by polytechnic students, Social Identity Theory offers insights into the role of identity, group dynamics, and intergroup comparisons. (Tajfel & Turner, 1979).
Here’s how Social Identity Theory contributes to the assessment:
Group Membership on TikTok: Social Identity Theory suggests that individuals categorize themselves and others into social groups. Assessing TikTok use involves understanding how polytechnic students categorize themselves in terms of content creation styles, interests, and affiliations within the TikTok community.
In-Group and Out-Group Dynamics: The theory highlights in-group favoritism and out-group derogation.
Assessing TikTok use involves examining how students interact with members of their in-group (e.g., classmates, peers) and perceive or engage with out-groups on the platform.
Relevance of TikTok Identity: Social Identity Theory proposes that the salience of social identity depends on the context. Assessing TikTok use involves understanding the extent to which students’ TikTok identity is salient and how it influences their behavior both on and off the platform.
Intergroup Comparisons on TikTok: Social Identity Theory emphasizes the role of social comparison in shaping identity. Assessing TikTok use involves exploring how polytechnic students engage in social comparison with other TikTok users, both within and outside their academic community.
Identity Enhancement: The theory suggests that individuals may engage in behaviors that enhance their social identity. Assessing TikTok use involves examining whether students use the platform to enhance their social identity, express creativity, or align with specific subcultures.
Behavioral Alignment with Identity: Social Identity Theory posits that individuals may conform to group norms. Assessing TikTok use involves understanding how students align their behaviors on the platform with the norms and values associated with their social identity.
Identity Expression through Content: The theory suggests that individuals express their identity through behaviors. Assessing TikTok use involves analyzing how students express their social identity through the content they create, share, and engage with on the platform.
Influence of In-Group Members: Social Identity Theory suggests that individuals are more likely to be influenced by members of their in-group. Assessing TikTok use involves exploring how in-group members, such On TikTok.
As classmates or peers from the same polytechnic, influence each other’s behavior, trends, and content preferences
In summary, Social Identity Theory provides a lens through which to understand how polytechnic students categorize themselves and others on Tik Tok, the salience of their Tik Tok identity, the dynamics of in-group and out-group interactions, and the influence of social comparison on behavior. This theoretical framework contributes to a deeper understanding of the social and identity-related factors that shape the use of TikTok among polytechnic students.
[bookmark: _Toc200450413]2.2.2 	SOCIAL LEARNING THEORY (SLT)
Social Learning Theory, developed by Albert Bandura, emphasizes the role of observation, imitation, and modeling in the learning process. According to this theory, individuals learn from observing others and the consequences of their actions. When it comes to assessing the use of TikTok by polytechnic students, Social Learning Theory can provide valuable insights into their behaviors, attitudes, and the impact of social influences. (Bandura 1977).



Here’s how Social Learning Theory contributes to the assessment:
In the context of TikTok use, students may observe and imitate behaviors, trends, and content creation styles from their peers or influencers on the platform. Assessing TikTok use involves understanding how students acquire and apply new skills in content creation, video editing, and engagement strategies. Students may have role models on TikTok whose behaviors and content they emulate. Assessing TikTok use involves identifying these role models and understanding the influence they have on students’ content creation and consumption.
In the context of TikTok use, assessing the feedback (likes, comments, shares) students receive can provide insights into the reinforcing factors that shape their behavior on the platform. Assessing TikTok use involves understanding how peer interactions, collaborations, and social feedback contribute to the development of students Tik Tok behaviors. Assessing Tik Tok use involves exploring how students conform to or deviate from prevailing norms on the platform and within their peer groups. Assessing TikTok use involves examining how students selectively attend to and remember content on the platform, as well as how they apply this information in their own content creation.
In summary, Social Learning Theory provides a framework for understanding how polytechnie students learn and engage with TikTok. By considering the role of observation, modeling, reinforcement, social context, and cognitive processes, educators and researchers can gain valuable insights into the dynamics of TikTok use among students and its potential impact on their attitudes and behaviors.
[bookmark: _Toc200450414]2.3	REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
According to Alguacil et al., (2021), education is also evolving; social media is revolutionizing the educational context, and online or hybrid education is becoming more popular. In education, TikTok enhances classroom interactivity, accessibility, and collaboration, as well as a window for online learning. In fact, the popular video-sharing website has gone down a storm with Gen-Z, outpacing its trendsetting predecessors, notably Snapchat, Instagram, and Facebook (Reindl, 2020). TikTok’s decision to invest further in education is one of the big developments. The video content is a powerful learning platform, as YouTube and many other platforms have shown, and it interacts with the app’s recent demographic while providing more opportunities for others to use it (Lunden, 2020).
With the new educational app, it is better for teachers and students to use this kind of platform so that they really understand its various functions as it provides them with numerous benefits. Besides, Honlineclass was highly promoted by TikTok as a featured hashtag, making it the largest hashtag, followed by #onlineschool as the second largest hashtag (Literat, 2021). This shows that TikTok is a good application for students to learn new things in their life, especially as an online learning method. Not only can they use TikTok for other things, but it is also good for them to acquire knowledge, It is a good opportunity for teachers and students to use this new technology and discover the advantages of TikTok for them. Most short videos are moving applications that allow users to create, edit, share, and watch short videos (Jung & Zhou, 2019). Moreover, TikTok’s video features encourage certain innovative teachers to develop TikTok-based assignments in closed groups. Students can also work collaboratively or individually to produce video content using their conceptual model, promoting peer-to-peer education (Robillos, 2020).
In a study conducted by Nur Ilianis Adnan et. Al., (2021), it was found that of 105 students, 70 preferred using TikTok as a learning tool to transfer information from audio to a graphical representation. They indicated that the music and fun elements in TikTok made it more interesting to use compared to the traditional mind map method. One of them also emphasized that by using TikTok, he can challenge himself to use new methods and explore more. In terms of content, students admitted that they remember better when using TikTok because they must spend more time creating the video on TikTok and therefore have to watch the information for a longer time than the traditional mind map method, which takes less than 10 minutes to transfer the information. Even though there were a few students who expressed their opposite opinion on the use of TikTok saying that TikTok requires much more time and effort, overall, the results of this study indicated positive feedback, as most respondents preferred this new method over the traditional mind map due to its novelty and interesting features.
Apart from its educational value, unfortunately, it is becoming a source of concern for parents. That is why a few countries have placed a temporary ban on Tik-Tok, including India, considering its fatalities.
According to Wang (2020), TikTok was briefly blocked in Indonesia in 2018 and Pakistan in 2020 for providing ‘morally wrong’ or ‘offensive’ videos. From this, the use of TikTok can also lead to danger if people do not use it properly. Obviously, uncontrolled use can have an impact on an individual’s education. Io counteract, youth groups that surf TikTok for educational and other excessive input are however present. With proven studies, it is evident that TikTok helps students learn “differently” and is an important forum for teaching academic material and promoting social/emotional well-being (Solomon, 2021).
TikTok offers a novel educational approach that combines technology, kinaesthetic movement, and social collaboration or collective learning. In summary, the use of the TikTok application is highly influential because of its usefulness and benefits, such as facilitating and creating fun learning environments, watching entertaining videos, running a business, and learning quickly about current events in the world, as claimed by Anggi E Pratiwi et al. (2021).
From the above literature and previous studies, the impact of social media has both positive and negative components. As the educational system has changed over time, students have begun to drastically use social media, including TikTok, as a means of obtaining information. However, despite its popularity as one of the most downloaded apps among Malaysian youth, there are a few studies that explore the use of the TikTok app for teaching and learning in the Malaysian context (Melur Y unus et al., 2019). This preliminary study, therefore, aims to investigate the use of TikTok by university students and their perceptions of its benefits in education. Given the lack of studies, conducting this preliminary study is important because the students’ insights will then expectantly help the researchers in preparing a teaching design that incorporates TikTok for a future study.








[bookmark: _Toc200450415]CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: _Toc200450416]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc200450417]3.0	INTRODUCTION
Research methodology is a systematic approach to Carrying out research. It Includes the methods and procedures that are used to collect and analyze data.
There are two main types of research methodology. Quantitative and qualitative
Qualitatively research focuses on Understanding the meaning and concert of people’s experiences, while Quantitative research focuses on collecting and analyzing numerical data. There are many different method within these two broad Categories, Such as Intervies, Surveys and observation.
Research methodology is Important because it helps fo ensure that research is Vigoros, reliable and Valid.
It also helps to know what type of data is needed to answer the research questions.
[bookmark: _Toc200450418]3.1 	RESEARCH DESIGN
According to Andrews B Kirumbi (2018) research design is the set of procedures and melods used for data analysis of different Variables Used in research model.
Thus, ensuring that the problem under the research is well addressed. Research design is basically of two forms the quantitative and qualitative Variant.
The research design for this study is explanatory and descriptive Survey. This approach allow the researcher.
To collect data and focus on the quantitative Variant to broaden the outcome of the Study on the population.
The explanatory or descriptive survey research approach is ideal for Investigation that deal with event and public opinion or Sentiment, and the Survey is a quantitative research design in which social data is gotten from a sample of individual through their feedback to questionnaire.
[bookmark: _Toc200450419]3.2	POPULATION OF THE STUDY 
Population represents le Complete Set of elements that the researcher aims to study and draws conclusions about (Jilcha Sile yes. 2020; Grarg, 2016).
The population of the Study are (Kwara state polytechnic) Consist of over 40, 000 people’s including staff and students.
The respondents will be drawn from undergraduate students of Kwara state polytechnic selecting 100 respondents from the entire population using age bias selecting respondents from the age of 18-30 as target audience.
The study will focus on the students of Kwara state polytechnic, Kwara state Ilorin East. The polytechnic has five institutes which are:
1.	Institutes of finance and Management studies (IFMS)
2.	Institutes of Environment studies (IES)
3. 	Institute of Applied Science (IAS)
4. 	Institute of Information and Communication Technology (IICT)
5. 	Institute of Technology (IOT)
The survey will cut across all the institute in a form of question distribution which will be given to student a random way irrespective of their levels 25 questionnaire will be shared in each institute.
[bookmark: _Toc200450420]3.3	SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUES 
[bookmark: _Toc200450421]3.3.1	SAMPLE SIZE
Kolhari and Garg (2014) define a sample size as a selected group derived from a given population for purposes of undertaking a study.
Making use of hard copy format of Taro Yamane formula, the sample size for this study will be one hundred (100).
The researcher will select participants undergraduate from the school hall, religion institution and social Center in Kwara State Polytechnic.
[bookmark: _Toc200450422]3.3.2	SAMPLING TECHNIQUES 
Sampling techniques is the method for the selection of individual on which information are to be made has been described in literature (Kish 1965, Gupta and Kapoor 1970).
The study will adopt a random sampling. Within each stratum, participants were selected using random sampling methods. This helped eliminate bias and ensured that each student had an equal chance of being included in the study.
[bookmark: _Toc200450423]3.4	RESEARCH INSTRUMENTS 
According to Sugigono in Sugiharto (2018:55),a research instrument is a tool used to measure observed natural and social phenomena. The goal is to collect data or information that is useful to answer research Problems.
The main instrument to be used for this study is questionnaire. This is because the questionnaire is a vital instrument for gathering information from people about their opinions, attitudes, behavior and perception on a given phenomenon.
The questionnaire contained both structured and unstructured question which elicited answers from the respondents.
The first section will contain information related to the listener, while the second will be based on information and option of the population about the subject matter which is impact of political candidates door-to-door advertisements on their chances of winning election.
[bookmark: _Toc200450424]3.5	VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF INSTRUMENT 
 Validity explains how well the collected data covers the actual area of investigation (Ghauri and Gronhaug, 2005)
Reliability concerns the extent to which a measurement of a phenomenon provide stable and consist result (Carmines and Seller, 1979). The question will be reviewed by a supervisor and scholar who assessed all the features and components part of the questionnaire for grammatical and ambiguous errors. The instrument were also satisfied to reliable in measuring their variables raised in the study.
[bookmark: _Toc200450425]3.6	METHOD OF DATA GATHERING 
The researcher will adopt primary data (questionnaires)to carry out the study. The questionnaire includes structured with likest scale (Agree, Strongly Agree, Neutral, Disagree, Strongly Disagree) and unstructured (open-ended) questions and will be administer through drop and pick method to respondents.
The research method questionnaires will conduct through undergraduate student In Kwara state polytechnic selecting from (i.e school library, department and school park)
The respondents will be allow to give answer to the question asked without being bias. The questionnaire is distributed to the respondents, filled and return for administered with immediate effect.
[bookmark: _Toc200450426]3.7	METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 
Marshall and Rodman (1999) describe data analysis as the process of bringing order, structure and meaning to the mass of collected data, it is described as messy ambiguous and time consuming but also as a creative and fascinating process.
Frequency table were used to analyze the collection of raw data. The raw data were translated into percentage (%) to enable the researcher draw reasonable conclusions based on the information gathered which is based on the respondents with the questionnaire administered.


[bookmark: _Toc200450427]CHAPTER FOUR
[bookmark: _Toc200450428]DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Toc200450429]4.0	INTRODUCTION 
In this chapter, the data analyzed and the result arrived at were presented. Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria was studied to arrive at a conclusion of this study. A total of 100 copies of the questionnaire were distributed and encouraging 100 were completed and returned. This shows 100% response, which is highly appreciated.
However, this was a result of the receptive nature of the respondents as well as personal approach which the researchers adopted in administering the questionnaire.
[bookmark: _Toc200450430]4.1	DEMOGRAPHICAL PRESENTATION OF DATA
SECTION A
TABLE 1: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY SEX
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	32
	32

	Female
	68
	68

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the table 1 above it shows that out of 100 respondents, 32 respondents representing 32% were male, while 68 respondents representing 68% were female.


TABLE 2: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY AGE
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	15 – 20 years
	8
	8

	21 – 25 years
	64
	64

	26 – 30 years
	24
	24

	31 years and above
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From table 2 above shows that out of 100 respondents, 8 respondent representing 8% were 15-20 years, 64 respondents representing 64% were 21-25 years, 24 respondents representing 24% were 26-30 years while 4 respondents representing 4% were 31 years and above.
TABLE 3: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY RELIGION
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Muslim
	41
	41

	Christian
	59
	59

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the above table 3, it shows that out of 100 respondents, 41 respondents representing Muslim while 54 respondents representing 59% were where Christian.


TABLE 4: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY THEIR INSTITUTE
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	IFMS
	25
	25

	IAS
	16
	16

	IES
	22
	22

	IICT
	37
	37

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the above table 4, it shows that out of 100 respondents, 25 respondents representing 25% were from the institute of finance and management studies (IFMS), 16 respondents representing 16% were from the institute of applied sciences (IAS), 22 respondents representing 22% were from the institute of environmental studies (IFS) and 37 respondents representing 37% were from the institute of information and communication technology (ICT).
TABLE 5: DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESPONDENTS BY EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	WASSCE/SSCE
	40
	40

	HND/OND
	58
	58

	BSc/BA
	2
	2

	M.Sc
	-
	-

	P.hD
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the above table 5, it shows that out of 100 respondents, 40 respondents representing 40% were WASSCE/SSCE holders, 58 respondents representing 58% were HND/OND holders, and 2 respondents representing 2% were Bsc/Ba holders respectively.
TABLE 6: DO YOU HAVE AN ACTIVE TIK TOK ACCOUNT?
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	85
	85

	No
	15
	15

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the above table 6, it shows that out of 100 respondents, 85 respondents representing 85% are using Tik Tok, while 15 respondents representing 15% does not have active TikTok account.
TABLE 7: HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE TIKTOK?
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Several time a day
	95
	95

	Once a day
	3
	3

	A few time a week
	2
	2

	Rarely
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
From the above table 7, it shows that out of 100 respondents, 98 respondents representing 95% use Tik Tok several times a day, 3 respondents representing 3% use Tik Tok once a day, and 2 respondents representing 2% % use Tik Tok few times in a week.


TABLE 8: WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO USE TIK TOK?
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Entertainment
	25
	25

	Keeping up with trends
	20
	20

	Connecting with friends
	31
	31

	Creativity/Self-expression 
	24
	24

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 8 above shows that 25 respondents representing 25% said entertainment motivates them to use Tik Tok, 20 respondents representing 20% uses TikTok to keep up with trends on TikTok, 31 respondents representing 31% are Connected with friends on TikTok, and other 24 respondents representing 24% create Creativities and self-expression on TikTok.
SECTION B
TABLE 9: TIKTOK HAS BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART OF DAILY CONVERSATIONS AMONG KWARAPOLY STUDENTS.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	44
	44

	Agreed
	38
	38

	Neutral
	14
	14

	Strongly Disagreed
	-
	-

	Disagreed
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 9 above shows that 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 18 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 45% disagreed.
TABLE 10: MANY OF MY CLASSMATES FREQUENTLY SHARE TIKTOK VIDEOS ER REFERENCES DURING LECTURES OR STUDY SESSIONS.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	34
	34

	Agreed
	42
	42

	Neutral
	17
	17

	Strongly Disagreed
	-
	-

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 10 above shows that 34 respondents representing 34% strongly agreed, 42 respondents representing 42% agreed, 17 respondents representing 17% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed.


TABLE 11: TIKTOK USAGE HAS INFLUENCED THE WAY STUDENTS INTERACT WITH EACH OTHER BOTH ONLINE AND OFFLINE.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	35
	35

	Agreed
	31
	31

	Neutral
	23
	23

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	5

	Disagreed
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 11 above shows that 35 respondents representing 35% strongly agreed, 31 respondents representing 31% agreed, 23 respondents representing 23% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 6 respondents representing 6% disagreed.
TABLE 12: THE MAJORITY OF STUDENTS I KNOW HAVE AT LEAST HEARD OF TIKTOK, IF NOT ACTIVELY USING IT.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	25
	25

	Agreed
	38
	38

	Neutral
	22
	22

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	5

	Disagreed
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 12 above shows that 35 respondents representing 35% strongly agreed, 31 respondents representing 31% agreed, 23 respondents representing 23% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 6 respondents representing 6% disagreed.
TABLE 13: PEOPLE USE TIK TOK TO DISCOVER NEW TRENDS AND MEMES
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	31
	31

	Agreed
	36
	36

	Neutral
	22
	22

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 13 above shows that 31 respondents representing 31% strongly agreed, 36 respondents representing 36% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed.
TABLE 14 TIK TOK SERVES AS A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR PEOPLE'S CREATIVE PROJECTS OR ENDEAVORS
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	46
	46

	Agreed
	27
	27

	Neutral
	20
	20

	Strongly Disagreed
	-
	-

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 14 above shows that 46 respondents representing 46% strongly agreed, 27 respondents representing 27% agreed, 20 respondents representing 20% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed.
TABLE 15: PEOPLE ENJOY PARTICIPATING IN TIK TOK CHALLENGES OR TRENDS.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	27
	27

	Agreed
	48
	48

	Neutral
	16
	16

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 15 above shows that 27 respondents representing 27% strongly agreed, 48 respondents representing 48% agreed, 16 respondents representing 16% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 5 respondents representing 5% disagreed.


TABLE 16: TIKTOK PROVIDES A PLATFORM FOR PEOPLE TO SHOWCASE THEIR TALENTS OR SKILLS.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	25
	25

	Agreed
	41
	41

	Neutral
	21
	21

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	9
	9

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 16 above shows that 25 respondents representing 25% strongly agreed, 41 respondents representing 41% agreed, 21 respondents representing 21% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 9 respondents representing 9% disagreed.
TABLE 17: TIKTOK ALLOWS PEOPLE TO KEEP UP WITH THE LIVES OF CELEBRITIES OR PUBLIC FIGURES.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	27
	27

	Agreed
	42
	42

	Neutral
	19
	19

	Strongly Disagreed
	6
	6

	Disagreed
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 17 above shows that 27 respondents representing 27% strongly agreed, 42 respondents, representing 42% agreed, 19 respondents representing 19% were neutral, 6 respondents representing 6% strongly disagreed and 6 respondents representing 6% disagreed.
TABLE 18: TIKTOK USAGE HAS POSITIVELY IMPACTED PEOPLE'S ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	23
	23

	Agreed
	45
	45

	Neutral
	21
	21

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 18 above shows that 23 respondents representing 23% strongly agreed, 45 respondents representing 45% agreed, 21 respondents representing 21% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed 4 respondents representing 4%-gly disagreed and 7 respondents representing 75% disagreed


TABLE 19: TIKTOK USAGE HAS IMPROVED MANY PEOPLE'S SOCIAL INTERACTIONS WITH PEERS.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	30
	30

	Agreed
	37
	37

	Neutral
	25
	25

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 19 above shows that 30 respondents representing 30% strongly agreed, 37 respondents representing 37% agreed, 25 respondents representing 25% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed.
TABLE 20: PEOPLE HAVE EXPERIENCED DISTRACTIONS FROM ACADEMIC WORK DUE TO EXCESSIVE TIKTOK USAGE
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	44
	44

	Agreed
	38
	38

	Neutral
	14
	14

	Strongly Disagreed
	-
	-

	Disagreed
	4
	4

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 20 above shows that 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed.
TABLE 21 TIKTOK HAS ENHANCED PEOPLE'S ABILITY TO EXPRESS THEIR SELF CREATIVELY.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	34
	34

	Agreed
	42
	42

	Neutral
	17
	17

	Strongly Disagreed
	-
	-

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 21 above shows that 34 respondents representing 34% strongly agreed, 42 respondents representing 42% agreed, 17 respondents representing 17% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed.


TABLE 22: KWARAPOLY STUDENTS MISSED DEADLINES OR ASSIGNMENTS DUE TO SPENDING EXCESSIVE TIME ON TIKTOK
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	35
	35

	Agreed
	31
	31

	Neutral
	23
	23

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	5

	Disagreed
	6
	6

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 22 above shows that 35 respondents representing 35% strongly agreed, 31 respondents representing 31% agreed, 23 respondents representing 23% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 6 respondents representing 6% disagreed
TABLE 23: TIKTOK HAS FACILITATED THE FORMATION OF NEW FRIENDSHIPS OR CONNECTIONS AMONG KWARAPOLY STUDENTS
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	25
	25

	Agreed
	38
	38

	Neutral
	22
	22

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	5

	Disagreed
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 23 above shows that 25 respondents representing 25% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38° agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 10 respondents representing 10% disagreed.
TABLE 24: TIKTOK HAS NEGATIVELY AFFECTED STUDENT'S CONCENTRATION DURING ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES.
	Option
	No. of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	31
	31

	Agreed
	36
	36

	Neutral
	22
	22

	Strongly Disagreed
	4
	4

	Disagreed
	7
	7

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2024
Table 24 above shows that 31 respondents representing 31% strongly agreed, 36 respondents representing 36% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed.
[bookmark: _Toc200450431]4.2	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTION
RESEARCH QUESTION 1: How prevalent is the use of TikTok among Kwarapoly students?
The answer to the question is also in table 9, 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 4% dis: greed to the statement that TikTok has become an integral part of daily conversations among Kwarapoly students. And also in table 10, that shows that 34 respondents representing 34% strongly agreed, 42 respondents representing 42% agreed, 17 respondents representing 17% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that many of my classmates frequently share TikTok videos of references during lectures or study sessions. This shows that the prevalent of the use of Tik Tok among Kwarapoly students is very high and common.
RESEARCH QUESTION 2: What are the main motivations for polytechnic students to use TikTok?
The answer to this question is also in table 13, 31 respondents representing 31% strongly agreed, 3 respondents representing 36% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly dis greed and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that People use TikTok to discover new trends and memes. And also table 14 shows that 46 respondents representing 46% strongly agreed, 27 respondents representing 27% agreed, 20 respondents representing 20% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that TikTok serves as a source of inspiration for people's creative projects or endeavors This shows that the TikTok is a source of inspiration and a source for new trends and memes for students
RESEARCH QUESTION 3: What are the perceived positive and negative impacts of TikTok on academic performance and social interactions among Kwarapoly students?
The answer to this question is also in table 19, 30 respondents representing 30% strongly agreed, 37 respondents representing 37% agreed, 25 respondents representing 25% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed to the statement that TikTok usage has improved many people's social interactions with peers. And also in table 20 where 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed to the statement that People have experienced distractions from academic work due to excessive TikTok usage. This shows that Tik Tok has positively improved people's social interaction with peers. And in the other hand Tik Tok has also negatively impacted students by distracting them from academic work due to spending much time on TikTok.
[bookmark: _Toc200450432]4.3	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
This study examined the assessment of the use of TikTok by polytechnic students (A case study of Kwarapoly Students). The first research question was to investigate how prevalent is the use of TikTok among Kwarapoly students. The data contained on table 9, 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed to the statement that TikTok has become an integral part of daily conversations among Kwarapoly students. And also in table 10, that shows that 34 respondents representing 34% strongly agreed, 42 respondents representing 42% agreed, 17 respondents representing 17% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that many of my classmates frequently share TikTok videos or references during lectures or study sessions. This shows that the prevalent of the use of TikTok among Kwarapoly students is very high and common.
The second research question was to investigate the main motivations for polytechnic students to use TikTok The data obtained on table 13, 31 respondents representing 31% strongly agreed, 36 respondents representing 36% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly dis: greed and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that People use TikTok to discover new trends and memes. And also, table 14 shows that 46 respondents representing 46% strongly agreed, 27 respondents representing 27% agreed, 20 respondents representing 20% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed to the statement that TikTok serves as a source of inspiration for people's creative projects or endeavors. This shows that the TikTok is a source of inspiration and a source for new trends and memes for students.
The third research question was to investigate the perceived positive and negative impacts of TikTok on academic performance and social interactions among Kwarapoly students. The data obtained from 19, 30 respondents representing 30% strongly agreed, 37 respondents representing 37% agreed, 25 respondents representing 25% were neutral, 4 respondents representing 4% strongly disagreed and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed to the statement that TikTok usage has improved many people's social interactions with peers.
And also in table 20 where 44 respondents representing 44% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 14 respondents representing 14% are neutral and 4 respondents representing 4% disagreed to the statement that People have experienced distractions from academic work due to excessive TikTok usage. This shows that TikTok has positively improved people's social interaction with peers. And in the other hand TikTok has also negatively impacted students by distracting them from academic work due to spending much time on TikTok.
Findings from table 21 shows that 21 above shows that 34 respondents representing 34% strongly agreed, 42 respondents representing 42% agreed, 17 respondents representing 17% were neutral and 7 respondents representing 7% disagreed. This shows that TikTok has enhanced people's ability to express their self creatively. Findings from table 22 shows that 35 respondents representing 35% strongly agreed, 31 respondents representing 31% agreed, 23 respondents representing 23% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 6 respondents representing 6% disagreed. This shows that many Kwarapoly students missed deadlines or assignments due to spending excessive time on TikTok.
Findings from table 23 above shows that 25 respondents representing 25% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 10 respondents representing 10% disagreed. This show that TikTok has facilitated the formation of nev friendships or connections among Kwarapoly students. Findings from cable 24 also shows that 25 respondents representing 25% strongly agreed, 38 respondents representing 38% agreed, 22 respondents representing 22% were neutral, 5 respondents representing 5% strongly disagreed and 10 respondents representing 10% disagreed. This shows that TikTok has facilitated the formation of new friendships or connections among Kwarapoly students.
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[bookmark: _Toc200450434]SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Toc200450435]5.1	SUMMARY
This study explored the use of TikTok among students at Kwara State Polytechnic (Kwarapoly). The primary objectives were to understand the extent of Tik Tok usage, the motivations behind its use, and its impacts on students’ academic performance and social life. Data were collected through surveys and interviews, targeting a representative sample of the student population.
A significant majority of Kwarapoly students use TikTok regularly, with many spending more than an hour daily on the platform. The main reasons for using TikTok are entertainment, social interaction, and content creation. Students also use the platform to stay updated with trends and participate in viral challenges. There is a mixed impact on academics. While some students believe TikTok distracts them from their studies, others use it as learning tool, accessing educational content and study tips. TikTok has enhanced social connectivity among students, allowing them to express creativity and engage with peers.
The research work is divided into (5) main chapters while the chanter revealed steps approached for easy presentation of the research contents. Chapter one focused on the background on the study statement of the problem, objective of the study, significance of the study and limitation of the study and definition of the terms. Chapter two of this research work, explained the conceptual framework of agenda setting, functionalize perspective and interactionalized perspective theory used clearly explained. The empirical review (review of related studies) also explained the nature of different individual research work that are related to the study.
Chapter three of this research contains research methodology adopted in the study. Population of the study sampling size which is one hundred (100) respondent and the sampling technique used is sample random while the research used questionnaire as the instrument for data collection amidst sampling size chapter three also clearly stated validity and reliability of the instrument, as well as it stated the method of data analysis, chapter four of this research work explained how the data gathered were analyzed for proper understanding. It also contained how data were represented and finally chapter five of the research study clearly explained and summarized the chapter from chapter one to chapter four. It also contains the conclusion and recommendation of the study.
[bookmark: _Toc200450436]5.2	CONCLUSION
The study concludes that TikTok has a significant presence and influence among students at Kwara State Polytechnic (Kwarapoly). The platform is predominantly used for entertainment, social interaction, and content creation. Despite concerns about its potential to distract from academic responsibilities, TikTok also offers educational opportunities that can be beneficial if appropriately utilized.
TikTok is highly popular among Kwarapoly students, with a substantial portion of the student body engaging with the platform daily. This reflects the global trend of increasing social media usage among young adults. Students are primarily motivated to use TikTok for entertainment, to connect with friends, and to participate in creative content creation. The platform’s interactive and engaging nature makes it a preferred choice for these activities. The impact of TikTok on academic performance is mixed. Some students find it a helpful tool for accessing educational content and study resources, while others experience it as a significant distraction that negatively affects their academic performance.
TikTok enhances social connectivity among students, providing a platform for self-expression, creativity and engagement with peers. This aspect of TikTok fosters a sense of community and belonging among users. The addictive nature of TikTok poses potential risks, including reduced focus on studies and increased screen time, which can have broader implications for students’ health and well-being.
Overall, the study highlights the dual-edged nature of TikTok’s influence. While it offers valuable opportunities for creativity and learning, there is a need for balanced and windful usage to prevent negative academic and personal consequences. The institution and students must work together to harness the benefits of TikTok while mitigating its potential downsides.
[bookmark: _Toc200450437]5.3	RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:
· Social media should encouraged Students to balance their time on TikTok with their academic responsibilities. This can be achieved through time management workshops and awareness programs about the impacts of excessive social media use.
· Students should be encouraged to make use of TikTok as an educational tool. Educators and student leaders should promote and create educational content that can be accessed through the platform, making learning more engaging and accessible.
· Parents and the institution should monitor and guide students on the responsible use of social media. Policies can be developed to limit excessive use during study hours, and support can be provided for students struggling with social media addiction.
· There should be campaigns to raise awareness about the potential academic distractions caused by TikTok. Highlighting both the positive and negative impacts can help students make informed decisions about their social media use.
· Further research is needed to explore the long-term effects of TikTok on students’ academic performance and social behavior. Continuous assessment can help in developing better strategies to leverage social media for educational purposes.
· By adopting these recommendations, Kwarapoly can ensure that students benefit from the positive aspects of TikTok while mitigating its potential drawbacks.
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[bookmark: _Toc200450439]QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
I am a final year student of the Department of Mass Communication, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin. I am carrying out a research on “Assessment of the use of Tiktok by Polytechnic Students (A case study of KwaraPoly Students)”.
I humbly request that you assist in answering the following question as honestly as possible and you are assured that all information supplied by you shall be used only for academic purpose and all kept confidential.
Instruction: Please tick (V) the answer you consider appropriate. The questionnaire will be in two parts, section A, and B.
Thanks

Section A
1.	Sex of respondent: (a) Male (     ) (b) Female (     )
2.	Age of Respondent: (a) 15-20 (    ). (b) 21-25 (   ), (c) 26-30 (    ), (d) 31 and above (    )
3.	Religion: (a) Muslim (      ), (b) Christian (     )
4.	Institute: (a) IFMS (), (b) IAS (), (c) IES (), (d) ICT ( ), (e) IOT ()
5.	Educational attainment: (a) WASSCE/SSCE(    ), (b) HND/OND (    ), (c) BSC/BA(     )
6.	Do you have an active Tik Tok accounts (a) Yes (     ), (b) No (     ).
7.	How often do you use TikTok? (a) Several times a day (     ), (b) Once a day (     ), (c) A few times a week (    ), (d) Rarely (    )
8.	What motivate you to use TikTok? (Select all that apply): (a) Entertainment (), (b) Keeping up with trends (     ), (c) Connecting with trends (    ), (d) Creativity/self-expression (    )


Section B:
Keywords: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD)
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	9
	TikTok has become an integral part of daily conversations among KwaraPoly students
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Many of my classmates frequently share TikTok videos or reference during lectures or study sessions
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Tik Tok usage has influence the way students interact with each other both online and offline
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	The majority of students I know have at least heard of TikTok, if not actively using it
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	People use TikTok to discover new trends and memes
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	TikTok serves as a source of inspiration for people's creative projects or endeavours
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	People enjoy participating in TikTok challenges or trends
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Tik Tok provides a flatform for people to show case their talents or skills
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Tik Tok usage has positively impacted people's academic performance
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Tik Tok allows people to keep up with the lives of celebrities or public figures
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	TikTok usage has improved many people's social interactions with peers
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Some people have experienced distractions from academic work due to excessive Tik Tok usage
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	Tik Tok has enhanced people's ability to express their self creativity
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	KwaraPoly students missed deadlines or assignments due to spending excessive time on TikTok
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	TikTok has facilitated the formation of new friendships or connections among KwaraPoly students
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	Tik Tok has negatively affected students concentration during academic activities.
	
	
	
	
	




