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ABSTRACT
Police brutality which is always a problem continues to be a subject of considerable social media coverage in Nigeria. Most victims are higher institution students and youths which are sometimes mistaken as an internet fraudster (yahoo boys) or drug addict. The main objective was to examine the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, focusing on events such as the #EndBadGovernance movement. It investigates how social media platforms have served as tools for advocacy, awareness, and mobilization, contributing to societal discourse and reform efforts. The study made use of Public Sphere Theory by Jürgen Habermas, emphasizing social media as a space for discourse, and the Resource Mobilization Theory to find out how the media create awareness on the ills of police brutality. Utilizing questionnaire, surveys and interviews, the study analyzes the perceptions of Nigerian youth and activists, assessing the impact and limitations of social media in influencing public opinion and governmental action. The findings reveal that social media has been instrumental in amplifying voices against police brutality, though challenges such as misinformation and censorship remain significant.



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY   
The rise of social media has revolutionized the way individuals communicate and share information, providing a platform for voices that might otherwise be silenced. In Nigeria, social media has become an indispensable tool for raising awareness about critical societal issues, including police brutality. This phenomenon, which had persisted for years, often went unnoticed or unaddressed due to limited mainstream media coverage and the absence of robust accountability mechanisms. Social media platforms, however, have democratized the flow of information, allowing ordinary citizens to expose incidents of abuse and advocate for justice (Iwari et al, 2022).
Nigeria got her independence since 6 decades ago, but was however under military regime for a large portion of that time which is the reason numerous Nigerians have gotten familiar with living in dread of abuse and oppression. However, when democracy was reestablished in 1999, an event that was supposed to herald the beginning of a new era, most Nigerians expected to at last receive the rewards of democratic rule that put them first through people-centered policies. It is a pity; this dream has largely ended up being a fantasy (Halima, 2024).
Police brutality has been a persistent issue in Nigeria, marked by incidents of harassment, extortion, and extrajudicial killings by law enforcement agencies, particularly the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS). Despite public outcry, these abuses often went unaddressed until social media provided a platform for victims and activists to amplify their voices. Social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram have become crucial in documenting incidents, creating awareness, and pushing for accountability. The #EndSARS movement, which began as a digital campaign, evolved into mass protests in 2020, drawing attention to the issue both locally and internationally. This movement underscored the role of social media in fostering accountability and advocacy, making it a subject worthy of further investigation (Mohammed et al., 2024).
Police brutality in Nigeria, characterized by excessive use of force, unlawful arrests, extortion, and extrajudicial killings, has long been a source of public outcry. Yet, traditional channels of communication often failed to amplify these grievances. Social media, particularly platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook, has bridged this gap by giving victims and activists a direct means to share their stories, mobilize support, and pressure authorities for reform. This has transformed the narrative around police misconduct, making it a focal point of national and international attention (Usman & Oghuvbu, 2021).
Soladoye reported on November 5, 2020 that the protest organized by the Nigerian youths across the nation’s 36 states, have been an immediate reaction to police brutality. The protesters are calling for the police’s notorious Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), since quite a while ago plagued by allegations of extrajudicial violence, to be disbanded. On October 11 2020, the government disbanded the unit for the fourth time in 3 years. What then do these youthful protesters want really? In fact, their campaign is demanding good governance in its broadest sense, including a complete overhaul of the country’s national security architecture. These young people have demonstrated generational leadership and their campaign has attracted international support from figures such as the X (formerly twitter) CEO.
One of the most notable examples of social media's role in addressing police brutality in Nigeria is the #iPhoneNoBeGun movement. Sparked by widespread reports of abuses by the Nigerian Police Force to people with iPhone, the hashtag became a rallying cry for millions. Through real-time posts, live videos, and viral hashtags, social media users were able to document abuses, organize protests, and draw global solidarity. The movement exemplifies the power of digital platforms in amplifying marginalized voices and demanding accountability from state actors (Adekoya, 2021).
Augustine (2022) claimed that social media has allowed Nigerians to bypass traditional power structures and engage directly with policymakers, international organizations, and global influencers. By sharing graphic evidence, personal testimonies, and investigative reports, online campaigns have successfully challenged the culture of impunity that often shields perpetrators. Social media also fosters a sense of community among activists, enabling them to exchange ideas, strategies, and resources to sustain their advocacy.
In this research, assessing the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria is crucial. It provides insights into the dynamics of modern activism, the interplay between digital platforms and social justice, and the challenges and opportunities inherent in this form of advocacy. This project of study will explores how social media has reshaped the discourse on police brutality in Nigeria, analyzing its impact on public awareness, policy responses, and societal attitudes toward human rights and governance.
1.2 [bookmark: _GoBack]	STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Despite widespread use of social media to expose police brutality in Nigeria, systemic issues persist. Police brutality has been a persistent issue in Nigeria, characterized by unlawful arrests, extrajudicial killings, and widespread human rights abuses. Despite its prevalence, addressing this problem has been hindered by weak institutional frameworks, limited accountability mechanisms, and a culture of impunity among law enforcement agencies. Traditional media outlets have often been constrained by censorship, government influence, or limited reach, leaving many cases of police misconduct undocumented and unnoticed. This lack of visibility has perpetuated a cycle of abuse, depriving victims of justice and enabling the continuation of these violations.
The emergence of social media, however, has provided a new avenue for documenting and amplifying instances of police brutality. Platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook have enabled citizens to share real-time accounts, upload visual evidence, and mobilize support on a scale previously unattainable. Despite this potential, there is a need to critically assess the actual impact of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. Questions remain about its effectiveness in influencing policy changes, holding perpetrators accountable, and sustaining long-term advocacy. This research seeks to address these gaps by examining how social media has shaped public discourse, mobilized action, and contributed to the broader fight against police brutality in Nigeria.
1.3    OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objective of this study is to assess the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. However, the specific objectives are:
1. To examine the reasons for the violation of human rights of the citizens by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad officials of the Nigerian Police Force; 
2. To evaluate the effectiveness of social media in mobilizing public opinion and advocacy;
3. To determine how the Nigerian youths made use of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria; and
4. To propose recommendations for enhancing the use of social media in combating human rights violations.
1.4  RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The following are some research questions which this study intends to answer:
1. How has social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?
2. What impact has social media had on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality?
3. How has social media campaigns influenced government policies or police reforms 
4. How can social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This study holds significant relevance in understanding how social media has emerged as a transformative tool for addressing systemic issues such as police brutality in Nigeria. By evaluating its role in raising awareness, this research highlights how digital platforms empower individuals and communities to challenge state injustices and demand accountability. It underscores the democratization of information dissemination, demonstrating how citizens leverage social media to bypass traditional barriers, amplify marginalized voices, and foster a collective demand for justice and reform.
The study contributes to the broader discourse on the intersection of technology, human rights, and governance in the 21st century. It offers valuable insights for policymakers, activists, and researchers by examining the dynamics of online advocacy and its influence on public perception and policy change. 
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The study assesses the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, with a particular focus on the period marked by the rise of the police brutality movement. These social media (Twitter, Facebook and so on) in the country are reporting their coverage of issues on police brutality in Nigeria. Therefore, this study will be limited to social media of the subject matter. The study will be focusing on the coverage of police brutality in Nigeria which is a violation of human right. However, this study was particularly focused on cases of physical assaults (police killing Nigerians unlawfully and unlawfully obtaining money from innocent Nigerians) as reported by various social media. 
1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Media: Any channel which allows dissemination and exchange of information/idea from one point to another such as radio, television, computers newspaper/ magazines, etc.
Coverage: An amount by which something or someone is covered, being under focus of something.
Social Media: Digital platforms used for communication, sharing information, and networking.
Police Brutality: Excessive use of force by law enforcement officers.
#iPhoneNoBeGun: A social movement against police brutality in Nigeria.
Campaign: A systematic course of activities targeted at creating awareness and influencing behavior change.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
2.1.1 Social Media and Situational Awareness 
The term “social media” refers to Internet-based applications that enable people to communicate and share resources and information. Some examples of social media include blogs, discussion forums, chat rooms, wikis, YouTube Channels, LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter. Social media can be accessed by computer, smart and cellular phones, the use of social media are an evolving phenomenon. During the past decade, rapid changes in communication as a result of new technologies have enabled people to interact and share information through media that were non-existent or widely unavailable as recently as 24 years ago. Social media have been used to disseminate a wide range of public safety information before, during, and after various incidents. Prior to an incident (or in the absence of an incident), many emergency management organizations provide citizens with preparedness and readiness information through social media (Aborisade & Fayemi, 2015). 
Social media are also used for community outreach and customer service purposes by soliciting feedback on public safety-related topics. Social media also play an informational role during emergency situations. For instance, in 2009 the U.S. Army used its Twitter account to provide news and updates during the Fort Hood shootings; the American Red Cross similarly uses Facebook to issue alerts of potential disasters. However, the main source of information disseminated and sought after is generally posted by citizens, rather than emergency management agencies or organizations (Ayandele, 2021). For example, warning messages via the Internet during the Virginia Tech shooting in April 2007 came primarily from students and unofficial sources, and during the 2007 Southern California Wildfires, citizens sought information through social media because they felt media sources were too general or inaccurate. 
In recent years, social media has emerged as a popular medium for providing new sources of information and rapid communications, particularly during natural disasters. Twitter now X is one such service that allows users to broadcast short textual messages, or tweets, of up to 140 characters to an audience of followers using Web- or mobile- based platforms. An important characteristic of Twitter is its real-time nature Users frequently post what they are doing and thinking about and repeatedly return to the site to see what other people are doing. This generates numerous user updates from which we can find useful information related to real-world events including natural disasters such as earthquakes, bushfires, and cyclones (Richard, Aborisade & Obileye, 2017). 
This growing use of social media during crises offers new information sources from which the right authorities can enhance emergency situation awareness. Survivors in the impacted areas can report on the-ground information about what they are seeing, hearing, and experiencing during natural disasters. People from surrounding areas can provide nearly real-time observations about disaster scenes, such as aerial images and photos. This is particularly useful during severe emergency situations, in which people within blackout areas would experience limited communication ability. By leveraging the public’s collective intelligence, emergency authorities could better understand “the big picture” during critical situations, and thus make the best, most informed decisions possible for deploying aid, rescue, and recovery operations.
Social media could be used to alert emergency managers and officials to certain situations by monitoring the flow of information from different sources during an incident. Monitoring information flows could help establish “situational awareness.” Situational awareness is the ability to identify, process, and comprehend critical elements of an incident or situation. Obtaining real-time information as an incident unfolds can help officials determine where people are located; assess victim needs, and alert citizens and first responders to changing conditions and new threats. 
Another potential benefit of social media cited by Fugate and others is that it may increase the public’s ability to communicate with the government. While current emergency communication systems have largely been centralized via one-way communication from the agency or organizations to individuals and communities social media could potentially alter emergency communication because information can flow in multiple directions (known as backchannel communications). And most of the government officials from then president to his special advisers and ministers have active twitter handles and use these handles to disseminate information to the general public and these handles are being updated every now and then, with the trend of the matter on twitter, they got to have access to the information faster, which they cannot claim not to see (Tomas & Husted, 2020).
[bookmark: _TOC_250003]2.1.2 Brief Overview of Police Brutality in Nigeria 
Police brutality in Nigeria is a deeply rooted issue that predates recent protest movements and continues to be a major human rights concern. The Nigerian Police Force (NPF) has long been criticized for its systemic abuse of power, often targeting vulnerable populations such as the poor, youth, and ethnic minorities. This misconduct includes unlawful arrests, extortion, physical assault, and extrajudicial killings. Many of these abuses occur during routine patrols or stop-and-search operations, where officers frequently exploit their authority to intimidate citizens and solicit bribes (Obia, 2023).
The lack of accountability within the police system plays a significant role in the persistence of brutality. Internal disciplinary processes are often weak, with few officers facing consequences for misconduct. Reports and complaints are frequently ignored or poorly investigated, creating a culture of impunity. Oversight agencies like the Police Service Commission and the National Human Rights Commission have limited power and resources to enforce real change, allowing abusive practices to go unchecked (Kazeem, 2020).
Brutality is particularly rampant in detention centers, where suspects are subjected to inhumane treatment, including beatings and torture, in an attempt to extract confessions. These practices are not only in violation of Nigerian law but also of international human rights standards to which Nigeria is a signatory. Victims of police abuse, especially in rural or underserved communities, often lack access to legal representation or the means to seek justice, further entrenching their vulnerability.
They take advantage of the rising cases of cyber fraud activities linked to internet scam syndicates reportedly based in Nigeria, locally called, “Yahoo boys” (Adejoh et al, 2021), to illegally arrest and search young people who use high-end smartphones such as iPhones, and other classy handheld device. They were also accused of using the physical appearance of young people such as wearing of dreadlocks, tattoos and the kind of cars they drive to suspect them of crime and subject they to search, extortion and most times inhumane treatments. Protesting in Pidgin English, social media activist, Dr. Dipo Awojide, captured it in an October 9, 2020 tweet as follows: “iPhone no be gun”. Tattoo and dreadlocks no mean say you be Yahoo Yahoo Boy or armed robber. Driving a good car or using Uber or Bolt is not a crime (Awojide, 2020). 
While efforts have been made to reform the police through policy reviews and capacity-building programs, these initiatives often fall short due to poor implementation and resistance from within the force. Corruption, underfunding, and political interference continue to hamper meaningful reform. Until there is a strong commitment to transparency, justice, and the rule of law, police brutality in Nigeria will remain a persistent threat to civil liberties and public trust (Ayandele, 2022). 
2.1.3 Nigerian Police’s Brutality, Torture and Abuse of Human Right 
The activities of the police as an institution are meant to be guided at the national and international level by conventions, standards and treaties (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966). In spite of state prohibitions against torture and custodial misconduct by the police, torture has been reported as being commonly used in police custodies across Nigeria, which is a major reason behind deaths in custody (Ayandele, 2022). According to the Network on Police Reform in Nigeria, personnel of the Nigeria Police routinely carry out summary executions of persons accused or suspected of crime; rely on torture as a principal means of investigation; commit rape of both sexes, and engage in extortion at nearly every opportunity. Violent treatment of accused persons by the police or other law enforcement officers is strongly against Article 5 of the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, resolution 34/169 of 17 December 1979: “No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law enforcement official invoke superior orders or exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a threat of war, a threat to national security, internal political instability or any other public emergency as a justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”. 
Constant and consistent reports are received from lawyers, human rights activists, social analysts, and journalists about police regularly demanding bribes, stealing, extorting money and engaging in different forms of brutality and abuse of rights. However, not many empirical studies have been done regarding this to give detail report about the kind of abuse and the level of the brutality that people are facing when they are being arrested or detained by the police. It may be due to the difficulty researchers will face when they intend to embark on this type of research because gathering data from the police department may not be easy, as they will not want to release such sensitive data. 
Richard and Abolaji concluded that “The systematic brutality of the police affects virtually every Nigerian, though at different levels, as the impact weighs down more on the poor. The operations of the Nigeria Police Force bear almost no resemblance of the requirements of the Nigerian law. The activities of the NPF are at marked variance with protecting human life, safety, and security, as it rather endangers the people they ought to protect. It is evident that lack of capacity to conduct proper criminal investigation is responsible for the reliance of the Police on torture-induced confessions. As a result of the multitude of police stations in the country and the manner of development of the authority and responsibility of these police stations and divisions, there has been little supervision and control of this problem. Urgent measures are therefore required to return policing in Nigeria to the path of lawfulness, respectability, and public confidence. 
At present, there is no accountability for crimes committed by the police. The NPF is controlled at the federal level and its officers are not answerable to the local populations. The best approach to solve this dilemma of unlawful arrest and detention is through intelligent legislation in respect of the laws governing detention for investigative purposes. Other suggestions include, proper training and retraining of police office, deployment of advanced forensic techniques for investigations, improvement in the capacity of the police in their investigative responsibilities, encouragement of professionalism within its rank and file as well as effective punishment of erring officers as deterrence to others 
2.2.4	Social Media’s Impact on Police Brutality in Nigeria
Social media has ushered in a new era of communication since its beginnings in the 1990s (Cammerts, 2015). Today, billions of people across the globe are digitally connected and active on the internet. Even emerging markets have used various methods to keep their populations abreast of technology advancements in their fields (Obaid, 2020). The global economy has become even more technologically reliant because of the current worldwide epidemic, covid-19, which has caused people to remain inside and rely only on technology for communication. People who were previously isolated and underprivileged now have access to communication networks thanks to social media in today's volatile political climate. It has also promoted the sharing and exchange of ideas, views over global distances via social media (Ohia & Salawu, 2020). 
Additionally, social media has given users the chance to get information from others rather than depending on what they already know through the media. Nigerians have seen a massive rise in social media use due to the increased use of web 2.0 technologies over the last two years. This increased use has helped many social movements, like the EndSARS protest, which received worldwide attention (Aderinto, Ogunleye & Ojedokun, 2021). 
Over the last decade in Nigeria, social movements have played a critical role. A group of activists or antigovernment actors frequently initiates social activities to voice complaints, interests, criticisms and suggested solutions to particular recognized issues via collective actions (Obaid, 2020). These crucial players have traditionally been involved in social movements and led and organized demonstrations. Although social media have effectively supplanted the pre-existing mobilization mechanisms, it has become an essential instrument for managing and 18 coordinating worldwide social movements (Aderinto, Ogunleye & Ojedokun, 2021). It's not only the mobilization of money affected by social media; it's also the reorganization of relationships inside social movements. It also made it possible to restructure public spheres and completely alter how knowledge and communication move in society. Social network structures have shifted dramatically as a result of this development. Obaid, (2020) said that social media has two significant effects on social movements. The first is that social media speeds up recruiting, mobilization, communication, and information distribution, opening up new mobilization venues that weren't previously available via conventional mobilization tactics. Several social media apps allow billions of people to connect worldwide (Ohia & Salawu, 2020). 
People of various races, ethnicities, and identities have used social media as a platform to communicate, develop, and gather emotions or sentiments, resulting in a new kind of virtual collective identity on which social movements have bowed out of their demonstrations (Cammerts, 2015). Most importantly, social networking has made it possible to validate the information instantly, overriding the system's inherent bias in the news media. In the wake of this change, social movements can now spread a positive narrative and evoke empathy among their supporters. Take the social media campaign to #End Bad Governance in 2024 as an example (Mariam & Olabamiji, 2024). 
Disappointment and dissatisfaction over the weak leadership in government and structural inequalities in various parts of Nigeria were expressed through social media. People were fed up with the educational system, poor health care, insufficient health care, terrible roads, and a lack of basic infrastructure, to name a few problems in their communities (Adewole & Osabuohien 2022). 

2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK
A theoretical framework provides a structured approach for understanding and analyzing a research problem within a particular disciplinary context. It consists of a set of interconnected theories, concepts, and assumptions that guide the study's design, data collection, analysis, and interpretation. In the context of studying the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, the theoretical framework serves as a lens through which researchers can examine how social media influences public perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors towards the issue. Drawing on Media Assessment Theories such as Public Sphere Theory and Resource Mobilization Theory, the framework explores how social media raises awareness about police brutality, the agenda, cultivates beliefs, and influences learning among its readers.
1. Public Sphere Theory 
The Public Sphere Theory, as conceptualized by Jürgen Habermas, emphasizes a space where citizens engage in rational-critical debate about societal issues, influencing public opinion and governance. In the Nigerian context, social media platforms such as X (Twitter), Instagram, and Facebook have become vital public spheres, particularly in raising awareness about police brutality. These platforms serve as digital arenas where victims, activists, and the public come together to share experiences, express dissent, and demand accountability. The viral nature of social media allows these discussions to transcend geographical limitations, fostering a collective consciousness about systemic abuse, as seen during the #End Bad Governance and also after the Killing of an Engineering student of Kwara State Polytechnic in 2024.
Social media's ability to document and disseminate incidents of police brutality aligns with Habermas' notion of providing the public with tools for critical discourse. Videos, photographs, and firsthand accounts shared online play a crucial role in exposing human rights violations. These artifacts often bypass traditional media's limitations, offering unfiltered narratives that spark outrage and solidarity. For example, in the wake of police violence, the widespread sharing of graphic evidence helped mobilize Nigerian youth and global audiences, turning isolated incidents into a nationwide discourse.
Social media platforms amplify marginalized voices, democratizing access to the public sphere. In a country where state-controlled media can suppress dissent, these platforms enable underrepresented groups to challenge oppressive structures. By creating a participatory space for dialogue, social media facilitates the continuous engagement of citizens in policymaking discussions. The iPhone No Be Gun movement exemplifies this, as it used hashtags and online campaigns to press for police reform and raise global awareness about the issue.
However, the Public Sphere Theory also highlights challenges, such as misinformation and the polarization of discourse. In Nigeria, while social media has effectively mobilized people, it has also been used to spread fake news, undermining the credibility of legitimate grievances. The theory underlines the need for critical engagement and fact-checking within these digital spheres to ensure the sustainability of meaningful conversations about police brutality.
2. Resource Mobilization Theory 
John McCarthy and Mayer Zald developed the resource mobilization theory in a seminar paper published in 1977 outlining the core concepts of the theory. The Resource Mobilization Theory focuses on the effective organization and use of resources financial, human, and informational for collective action. Social media significantly contributes to resource mobilization by acting as a tool for organizing protests and sustaining movements against police brutality in Nigeria. Platforms like X formally twitter serve as hubs for sharing information, coordinating activities, and pooling resources. During the Yoruba nation rally in 2021, social media helped raise funds, share rally locations, and provide logistical support, ensuring the movement's continuity and impact.
Social media has democratized the mobilization process by reducing barriers to entry for activism. It allows individuals and grassroots organizations to mobilize resources without relying on traditional hierarchies or institutional gatekeepers. Crowdfunding campaigns on platforms like GoFundMe, amplified through X and Instagram, raised substantial funds to support protesters, provide medical aid, and offer legal representation. This decentralized approach empowered a wider segment of the Nigerian population to contribute actively to the movement.
Also, social media facilitates the dissemination of tactical knowledge, which is a key resource for movements. Activists use these platforms to share strategies, counter-police repression, and educate participants on their rights. During the #End bad governance movement in 2024, social media was instrumental in disseminating real-time updates, such as avoiding certain areas due to police presence or organizing legal aid teams for arrested rally goers. This exchange of information heightened the movement's efficiency and adaptability, demonstrating the importance of social media as a resource-mobilization tool.
The theory also highlights potential drawbacks, such as the dependency on digital infrastructure and susceptibility to state suppression. The Nigerian government's temporary ban on X (Twitter) in 2021 demonstrated how reliance on social media could become vulnerability. The disruption of online platforms hindered communication and fundraising efforts, underscoring the need for diversified resource channels. Despite these challenges, social media remains an indispensable resource in the fight against police brutality in Nigeria, exemplifying the principles of Resource Mobilization Theory.
The Relevance of the Two Theories to the topic of Study	
i. Relevance of Public Sphere Theory to the Study: The Public Sphere Theory is highly relevant to understanding the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. Social media platforms serve as contemporary public spheres where citizens engage in discourse, share their grievances, and demand accountability from the government. In a country where traditional media often faces censorship or governmental control, social media has become a democratic space for public deliberation. By enabling real-time dissemination of information, these platforms amplify the voices of victims of police brutality and foster collective outrage. This aligns with Habermas' notion of the public sphere as a space for rational-critical debate, where public opinion can influence policy and social change.
Social media's capacity to document and share incidents of police brutality democratizes access to information, a core element of the public sphere. This democratization ensures that issues, which may otherwise be silenced or overlooked, gain visibility and stimulate public debate. For instance, viral hashtags like #iPhoneNoBeGun created a global dialogue about police misconduct in Nigeria. The theory underscores the importance of such platforms in fostering solidarity and mobilizing citizens to demand systemic change. Moreover, the interaction between local and global audiences enhances the visibility of these issues on an international scale, pressuring governments to act.
However, the Public Sphere Theory also provides a framework to critique the limitations of social media in this context. While these platforms enable discourse, they are also susceptible to the spread of misinformation, cyberbullying, and polarization, which can dilute the quality of public debate. Understanding these challenges through the lens of the theory allows for a critical assessment of how social media can be better utilized as a public sphere to address societal injustices like police brutality in Nigeria.
ii. Relevance of Resource Mobilization Theory to the Study: The Resource Mobilization Theory is equally relevant as it provides insight into how social media aids in organizing and sustaining movements against police brutality in Nigeria. This theory emphasizes the importance of resources material, human, and informational for the success of social movements. Social media platforms have become vital tools for mobilizing these resources, as demonstrated during the Yoruba Nation protests. Through crowdfunding campaigns, activists were able to raise significant funds to support rally goers, provide medical aid, and offer legal assistance. This capacity for rapid and widespread resource mobilization highlights the transformative role of social media in modern activism.
The theory also sheds light on how social media facilitates the coordination and dissemination of information, a key resource for any movement. Platforms like X and WhatsApp were instrumental in sharing real-time updates, such as protest locations, safety alerts, and legal advice, which ensured the efficiency and safety of protesters. The decentralized nature of social media allowed diverse individuals and groups to participate actively in the movement, breaking down traditional barriers to collective action. This relevance underscores the role of social media as a resource hub that sustains the momentum of movements like End bad governance.
Also, Resource Mobilization Theory helps in understanding the vulnerabilities of movements reliant on social media. The Nigerian government's temporary ban on Twitter during the #EndSARS protests illustrated how state intervention can disrupt resource mobilization efforts. 
2.3 EMPIRICAL REVIEW 
Considerable studies have been conducted to assess the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. Below are some journals related to this topic of study.
Emamuzo, Abimbola, Erekosima and Omofoaye conducted a research on mass media reportage of police harassment and brutality of Nigerians in a democratic dispensation. The paper borders on giving insight to the issue of police harassment and brutality of Nigerians and how the media portrays/reports such negative activities of the Nigerian Police to the general public. The study is premised on Social Action, Social Conflict and Agenda Setting Theories. The paper adopted content analysis and a multistage sampling technique, that is, simple random and systematic sampling techniques to conclude on the sampling size. From coding guide developed, it was discovered that there are gaps in newspaper reportage and even contents on Police harassment and brutality of Nigerians. The study discovered that less prominence is given to this issue of social menace that could degenerate into violence and unrest in the country. The paper therefore recommends that stories on police brutality and harassment of Nigerians should be given more prominence and frequent reportage in order to build public trust in the mass media as an agent of positive societal change.
Ayogu (2017) carried out a research on the role of social media in combating human right abuses in Nigeria. The paper examined the role of the social media in combating human right abuses in Nigeria; some of the various ways identified in the paper are through social media activism, the crime scene at your fingertips, social media as evidence, watchdog of the society, reporting and monitoring of human right abuse. The paper identifies the basic human rights to include: right to life, right to dignity of human beings, right to personal liberty, right to fair hearing, right to compensation from property compulsorily acquired, right to private and family life, right to freedom of thoughts, conscience and religion, right to peaceful assembly and association, right to freedom of movement, among others. The paper discovers that the Nigerian populace does not enjoy these rights, as these rights are still trampled upon in most cases. More so, the paper identifies that the social mass media have been effective in the promotion of human rights in Nigeria. Thus, it proposed that people should be educated and enlightened on the use of social media in combating human right abuses. It recommended that the social media should be used more to promote the issue of human rights in Nigeria, so that people will know their rights. 
Soladoye and Ojo (2020) conducted a research on impact of social media on police brutality awareness in Nigeria. The study aimed to investigate how Nigerians use social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Whatsapp as a platform to reach out to the world and Nigeria government to create awareness on police brutality in Nigeria which started with their request to end Nigerian Police Force brutality. Primary Data were collected from people with Google form to know the level of their involvement in the campaign and their view on what impact did social media had on creating the awareness. The findings indicate that the integral factor that helped in notifying the general public and pushed the government into taking fast action on the matter was social media, from where we know that it was the involvement of social media in the campaign that made the awareness to spread at the speed of light, and made the Nigerian Police to take responsibility of their actions, which might not have been so, if it's through traditional means. The study differed from past research as it focused on the involvement of the people and the role social media platform(s) played in creating the awareness.
Mohammed et al., (2024) worked on police brutality and youth bulge in Nigeria. The paper examined the human rights abuses during the EndBadGovernance protest in Nigeria. Originating as a youth-led movement against the Nigerian government, it evolved into a demand for broader institutional reforms. The objectives of the study were to analyze the political dimensions of the protest and its wider impacts on youth consciousness to right abuses in Nigeria. The article explored how social media fuelled nationwide resistance against the Nigerian political system. Using content and discourse analysis of secondary data, the study draws from media reports. Findings revealed extensive human rights violations by the police force, prompting protests organized via Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. The protest led to the arrest of some prominent youths, establishment of a judicial commission, significant economic losses, and social media regulation. The study recommendation included police and security system reforms, youth political engagement, and compensation for victims of police abuse.
Iwari et al., (2024) proposed the social media for social change: a review of the Nigerian anti-police protests through the lens of the #EndBadGovernance movement. The paper examined the role played by social media networks, X in particular, in the #EndBadGovernance rally that rocked the Nigeria in recent past, most especially the August 2024 episode. It established the link between social change and social media, having highlighted the significant role, through review and report of observations, that social media played in the End Bad Governance protests which, significantly, has led to unfolding changes in the manner the Nigerian government is organized, remunerated and operated.
Ugochukwu and Nwolu (2021) conducted a research on the influence of social media framing on audience perception of police brutality agenda protest. The research was structured to ascertain respondents’ level of exposure to social media framing on police brutality protest, to determine if social media framing on police brutality protest motivated the youths, to find out if social media framing contributed to protests across the country. No doubt, the internet and social media have changed the narrative of organizing protests across the globe and Nigeria in particular. Anchored on three theories namely, framing theory, social category theory, and technology determinism theory. Survey research method was adopted for the study and copies of the questionnaire were distributed online with help of Google forms. Findings revealed that respondents were exposed to social media framing on police brutality agenda and social media framing contributed to country’s protest across the country. The study recommended, among others, that government should always investigate reports about its agencies and take proper action to forestall any protest in the future.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter described the methodology to be employed in carrying out this research. The procedure and technique to be used in gathering the research data were discussed under the following subheadings: research design, population, sample and sampling techniques; research instrument; validity of the research instrument; procedure for data collection and data analysis techniques.
3.1RESEARCH DESIGN
This study adopted a descriptive survey research design, which is suitable for assessing the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. The design enables the researcher to gather data on the opinions, perceptions, and experiences of individuals using both quantitative and qualitative approaches. This method allows for a comprehensive analysis of how social media platforms contribute to public awareness and advocacy on police brutality issues.
3.2 POPULATION OF STUDY
Population means all cases or individual that fit a certain specification. The population of the study includes:
1. Social Media Users in Nigeria: This includes individuals actively engaged on platforms such as Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
2. Civil Society Organizations (CSOs): Organizations actively involved in advocacy against police brutality.
3. Journalists and Media Practitioners: Professionals reporting on social and human rights issues in Nigeria.
4. General Public: Individuals exposed to social media content related to police brutality campaigns.
The population will mostly focused on Nigerian social media users aged 18–45, particularly those engaged in some end police brutality movement online.
3.3 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
According to Abubakar (2017) a sampling technique is a method used to select a subset of individuals or observations from larger population to participate in a study. In this study, a purposive sampling technique will be used to ensure the selection of respondents with firsthand knowledge or engagement with social media content about police brutality. Purposive sampling is appropriate for targeting individuals or groups with specific characteristics relevant to the research topic, such as activists, social media influencers, or regular users who have interacted with related campaigns.
Also, stratified random sampling will be employed to ensure representation from diverse demographics, including age, gender, geographical region, and social media platforms used.
3.4 SAMPLE SIZE
The study will include a sample size of 100 respondents, selected from various states in Nigeria. The sample will include 90 social media users (randomly selected from active social media accounts engaging with police brutality related content). 10 journalists and media practitioners who have covered police brutality stories.
The sample size ensures a balance between reliability and practicality for the scope of the study. 
3.5 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
Data is collected using structured questionnaires and the researcher will also conduct key semi structured interviews with media professionals to supplement the quantitative data with qualitative insights.
3.6 INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION
Instrument for data collection are: 
1. Structured Questionnaire: A set of close-ended and open-ended questions designed to gather quantitative and qualitative data from respondents. The questionnaire will cover themes such as awareness levels, engagement with campaigns, and perceived impacts.
2. Interview Guide: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with key informants, including civil society organizations representatives, journalists, and social media influencers.
3.7 TECHNIQUES FOR DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
Responses from the questionnaires will be analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics (that is, percentages, frequency distributions, and correlation analyses). Data from interviews and focus groups will be analyzed thematically to identify patterns and insights regarding the role of social media in raising awareness.




3.8 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT
An instrument is valid if it accurately achieves the purposes for which it was designed. The questionnaire and interview guide are pre-tested to ensure clarity, consistency, and reliability.
To ensure validity, the questionnaire will be reviewed by a lecturer of mass communication in Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin to confirm that the items appropriately cover the research objectives. A descriptive research design is employed to explore the perceptions and experiences of social media users regarding police brutality and digital advocacy. This design allows for an in-depth analysis of patterns and trends.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 	Introduction
This chapter presents, interprets and discusses the findings in relation to research questions and collected data were analyzed. The first part discusses the background information of the respondents while other sections are tabular illustration of the respondents response to the distributed questionnaire designed for this research finding on assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. 
4.2 	Demographic Information
This section describes the general background information of the respondents.
Table 1: Analysis of Occupation
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Student
	53
	53%

	Employed
	14
	14%

	Self employed
	31
	31%

	Unemployed
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table above 53% of the respondents are students, 14% are employed, 31% of the respondents are self employed while only 2% of the total respondent’s are unemployed. This implies that most the respondents of the questionnaire are students.
Table 2: Analysis of Educational Qualification 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	SSCE
	11
	15%

	OND
	35
	35%

	HND/BSC
	52
	48%

	MSC and above
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table above 11% of the respondents are SSCE holders, 35% of the respondents are OND holders while 52% of the respondents are HND/BSC holders and 2% of the respondents are MSC certificate holders. This means all the respondents of the questionnaires are certificate holders.
Table 3: Analysis of Gender
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	41
	42%

	Female
	59
	58%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field data, 2025
Table 3 above shows that out of 100 respondents that participated in the study (59) 59% were female and (41) 41% were males. 
Table 4: Analysis of Age
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	18-24
	44
	44%

	25-34
	38
	38%

	35-44
	12
	12%

	45 and above
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table 4 above 44% of the respondent falls in between the age range of 18-24, 38% of the respondent falls in between the age range of 25-34, 12% of the respondent falls in between 35-44 years while 0% were in the range of 45 and above.
Table 5: Analysis of Marital Status
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Married
	29
	39%

	Single
	70
	60%

	Divorce
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
	From the table 5 above, 29% of the respondents are single, 70% of the respondents are married, 1% of the respondents are widow and none of the respondents are divorced. 
Table 6:  Which social media platforms do you use most frequently? 		    	
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Facebook
	20
	20%

	Twitter (X)
	31
	28%

	Instagram
	10
	10%

	WhatsApp   	
	39
	42%

	Others
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
Table 6 above shows that 20% respondents’ uses Facebook, 31% uses Twitter (X), 10% always use instagram, 39% of the respondents always use Whatsapp, and 0% uses others.
Table 7: On average, how much time do you spend on social media daily?  
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Less than 1 hour
	27
	27%

	1–3 hours
	29
	29%

	3–5 hours	
	39
	39%

	More than 5 hours
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 8 above it shows that 27% of the respondents spent less than 1 hour on social media daily, 29% spent 1–3 hours, 39 spent 3–5 hours and 5 of the total respondents spent more than 5 hours on social media daily.
Table 8: Do you follow accounts or pages related to activism or social justice on social media?	     	
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	57
	57%

	No
	43
	43%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 8 above 57% follows accounts or pages related to activism or social justice on social media while 43% did not follow any accounts or pages related to activism or social justice on social media. This implies that most of respondents of the questionnaire follow accounts or pages related to activism or social justice on social media. 
Table 9: How has social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?      		
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Hashtag movements
	41
	41%

	Viral videos and Images
	44
	44%

	Citizen Journalism
	7
	7%

	Crowdfunding and Aid
	8
	8%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
This table 9 above shows that 41% believe that social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria through hashtag movements, 44% of the respondents believes it’s through viral videos and Images, 7% believe  it is through citizen journalism, while 8% of the respondents believes it’s through crowdfunding and aid. This indicated that most of the respondents believe social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria through viral videos and images then hashtag movements.
Table 10: How aware are you of police brutality issues in Nigeria? 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Very aware
	89
	89%

	Somewhat aware     
	9
	9%

	Not very aware	
	2
	2%

	Not aware at all
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 10 above 89% of the respondents’ are very aware police brutality issues in Nigeria, 9% of the respondents somewhat aware, 2% of the respondents are not very aware while none of the respondents are not aware police brutality issues in Nigeria. This implies that all the respondents of the questionnaire are aware police brutality issues in Nigeria.
Table 11: Which sources contribute most to your awareness of police brutality?    
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Social media
	48
	33%

	Mainstream media (TV, newspapers, etc.)
	21
	21%

	Personal experiences
	25
	9%

	Word of mouth	       
	5
	16%

	Others
	0
	21%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
This table 11 above shows that 48% of the respondents selected social media as the sources that contributed most to their awareness of police brutality, 21% of the respondents selected mainstream media, 25% selected personal experiences, 5% is through word of mouth while none of the respondents selected others. This indicated that social media is the sources that contributed most to police brutality awareness according to the respondents.
Table 12: Have you personally participated in any online or offline campaigns against police brutality?					
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Yes, online  (e.g., hashtags, sharing posts)
	59
	59%

	Yes, offline (e.g., protests, community meetings)
	19
	19%

	No
	22
	22%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 12 above 59% of the respondents have participated in online campaigns against police brutality while 19% of the respondents have participated in offline campaigns against police brutality and 22% respondents have never participated in any campaigns against police brutality. This implies that most of the respondents of this questionnaire have participated either online or offline in campaigns against police brutality.
Table 13: Which social media activities do you believe are most effective in addressing police brutality?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Sharing videos/images of incidents
	41
	41%

	Using hashtags like #iPhoneNoBeGun
	39
	39%

	Hosting live discussions
	9
	9%

	Sharing personal stories/testimonies
	11
	11%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 13 above 41% of the respondents agreed that sharing videos/images of incidents are the most effective in addressing police brutality, 39% believe using hashtags like #iPhoneNoBeGun is the most effective, 9% believe hosting live discussions is the most effective  while 11% of the respondents believe sharing personal stories/testimonies is the most effective. This implies that most of the respondents of this questionnaire believe sharing videos/images of incidents are the most effective in addressing police brutality.
Table 14: What challenges do you think limit the effectiveness of social media in addressing police brutality?   			
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Government censorship
	29
	29%

	Spread of misinformation
	20
	20%

	Low internet penetration
	39
	39%

	Public apathy	           
	11
	11%

	Other
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 14 above 29% of the respondents selected government censorship as the challenges that limit the effectiveness of social media in addressing police brutality, 20% of the respondents believe it is spread of misinformation, 39% of the respondents believe it’s due to low internet penetration, while 11% of the respondents believes it’s public apathy and 1% believe otherwise. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed that low internet penetration limit the effectiveness of social media in addressing police brutality.
Table 15: 15. How can social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality?
	 	     Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Increase collaboration with mainstream media
	12
	12%

	Focus on educating the public about their rights
	27
	27%

	Strengthen fact-checking and combat misinformation
	30
	30%

	Encourage more offline actions like protests	         
	31
	31%

	Other
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 15 above 12% of the respondents believe increasing collaboration with mainstream media is the best way social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality, 27% of the respondents believe it’s by focusing on educating the public about their rights, 30% of the respondents believe it’s by strengthening fact-checking and combat misinformation, while 31% believe it’s by encouraging more offline actions like protests. This implies that most of the respondents of the respondents believed encouraging more offline actions like protests is the way social media use can be optimized for addressing police brutality.
Table 16: What impact has social media had on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality?	    		
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Great impact
	61
	61%

	Moderate  impact
	31
	31%

	Little impact
	8
	8%

	No impact
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 16 above 61% of the respondents believe social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality, 31% of the respondents believe it’s moderate impact, 8% of the respondents believe is little impact, while none of the respondents believed social media had no impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed that social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality.
Table 17: Do you think social media has played a significant role in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	47
	47%

	Strongly agreed
	29
	29%

	Neutral
	24
	18%

	Disagreed 
	0
	0%

	Strongly disagreed 
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 17 above 47% of the respondents agreed that social media has played a significant role in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria, 29% of the respondents strongly agreed, 24% of the respondents are neutral, while 0% of the respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire agreed that social media has played a significant role in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria.
Table 18: Social media campaigns like #iPhoneNoBeGun have influenced government policies or police reforms.
	Options	
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	29
	29%

	Strongly agreed
	32
	32%

	Neutral
	0
	0%

	Disagreed 
	34
	34%

	Strongly disagreed 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 18 above 29% of the respondents agreed that social media campaigns like #iPhoneNoBeGun have influenced government policies or police reforms, 32% of the respondents strongly agreed, 0% of the respondents are neutral, while 34% of the respondents disagreed and 5% of the respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire disagreed that social media campaigns like #iPhoneNoBeGun have influenced government policies or police reforms.
4.3	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: How has social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?
Table 9 provides answer to this question above, 41% of the respondents believe that social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria through hashtag movements, 44% of the respondents believes it’s through viral videos and Images, 7% believe  it is through citizen journalism, while 8% of the respondents believes it’s through crowdfunding and aid. This indicated that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believe social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria through viral videos and images then hashtag movements.
Question 2: What impact has social media had on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality?	    		
Table 16 provided answer to this question above, 61% of the respondents believe social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality, 31% of the respondents believe it’s moderate impact, 8% of the respondents believe it is little impact, while none of the respondents believed social media had no impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed that social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality in nigeria.
Question 3: Social media campaigns like #iPhoneNoBeGun have influenced government policies or police reforms.
Table 18 provided answer to this question 29% of the respondents agreed that social media campaigns have influenced government policies or police reforms, 32% of the respondents strongly agreed, 0% of the respondents are neutral, while 34% of the respondents disagreed and 5% of the respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire disagreed that social media campaigns have influenced government policies or police reforms.
Question 4: How can social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality?
Table 15 provided answer to this question 12% of the respondents believe increasing collaboration with mainstream media is the best way social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality, 27% of the respondents believe it’s by focusing on educating the public about their rights, 30% of the respondents believe it’s by strengthening fact-checking and combat misinformation, while 31% believe it’s by encouraging more offline actions like protests. This implies that most of the respondents of the respondents believed encouraging more offline actions like protests is the way social media use can be optimized for addressing police brutality.
4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria cannot be over emphasized and estimated. Thus, social media plays a major role in raising awareness about police brutality especially Twitter now called X and Facebook. Research shows that most of the respondents in this research questionnaire agreed that social media are very useful in disseminating information and raising awareness on police brutality to Nigerians at large.
Research however shows the level in which the respondents believed social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria through viral videos and images then hashtag movements.
Respondents also believed that social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality in Nigeria. The impact attached to the report of brutality is so encouraging because 61% of the total respondents believe social media had great impact on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality. The implication of the finding is that these media studied has high impact or importance to curb the evils of the police force. 
The result of the above findings showed that either the government or the police are ready for reforms or change their policies as more than 40% of the respondents believed the government are not ready for the police reforms. Most respondents of the questionnaire disagreed that social media campaigns have influenced government policies or police reforms and the respondents believed encouraging more offline actions like protests is the only way social media use can be optimized for addressing police brutality. But notwithstanding, the Nigerian youths still have hope as revealed by the study because the ills and maltreatment meted on this youths by the police is being protected more than ever before by United Nations (UN), National Human Right Commission (NHRC) and some Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the media. Social media now allow people to report any abuse by the police as 44 percent respondents has came across reports of videos or images of police abuse on Nigerians. 
Based on the above findings, the following are concluded: The Nigerian Government has a long way to go if police abuse or brutality is to be curbed in Nigeria at large. Social media should be used more efficiently to disseminate information about human rights.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 SUMMARY
The research study adhered to the approved format of five chapters, providing a comprehensive assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. The first chapter established the context for the study, introducing the background of the study, statement of problem, research questions, research objectives, significance, and scope. To ensure clarity and understanding, relevant terms were defined in the operational definitions of terms section, ensuring a clear organization of the study. The second chapter of this study embarked on a comprehensive review of existing literature on police brutality, a key independent variable, and its impact on the public, the dependent variable. The review aimed to identify connections between the current study and previous research, highlighting gaps in the existing literature that this study seeks to fill. Furthermore, the chapter explored two theoretical frameworks relevant to police brutality in Nigeria which are the Public Spare Theory and Resource Mobilization Theory to assess the extent to which police brutality has been known as bourgeois weapon on the Nigerian citizens. The review drew on insights from these theories to inform the current study's understanding of police brutality’s role on the public. This study employed a mixed-methods research design, combining both quantitative and qualitative approaches to gather data. The research outlined the study population, sample selection, and sampling techniques, as well as the development and testing of data collection instruments. The methods for collecting data were described, including the use of questionnaires, and the approach to data analysis was explained. The quantitative data collected through the questionnaires was analyzed using descriptive statistics, including percentages and frequency Tables, to present the demographic characteristics of the respondents. The study yielded several key findings, including the common factors of police brutality, the causes of police brutality, and additionally, the study identified strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of addressing police brutality. The final chapter of the study presented a comprehensive summary, concluding remarks, and recommendations. It also discussed the contributions of the research to existing knowledge, limitations of the study, and potential avenues for future research.
5.2 CONCLUSION 
Though Social media has some negative impacts on young ones and the society, however, findings have shown that it still have numerous positive impact, one of the positive impact was how it really helped during Police Brutality awareness in Nigeria, as the youths used the Social Networking Sites to express their needs and grievances as they campaigned against the Brutality, Torture and Abuses they face from the police. Social media is not only used for chat, watching movies or catch cruise, it can be used for communication with the government and the world at large, which the Nigerian youth did during their campaign against Police Brutality. Also, twitter now X was seen to be a very useful social Networking sites that can be employ for online situational awareness tool.
5.3. RECOMMENDATIONS
 These recommendations aim to address the various forms of police brutality experienced by the youths in Nigeria, identify the causes of police brutality, assess the effectiveness of existing mechanisms in addressing police brutality, and proffer measures to mitigate police brutality and improve police-community relations in Nigeria at large. Based on this research findings and conclusion, the following recommendations are made: 
i. The finding of this research work shows that abuse of power is one of the major forms of police brutality and it is therefore recommended that the Nigeria Police Force should prioritize transparency and accountability in its operations, ensuring that all interactions with the public are recorded and monitored to prevent abuse of power. The police should adopt a more humane approach to policing, treating all individuals with dignity and respect, regardless of their social status, gender, age, or education level. 
ii. The police should provide regular training and capacity-building initiatives to equip officers with the skills and knowledge needed to effectively address the root causes of police brutality as it was revealed in the work that inadequate training, poor welfare package among others are the root causes of brutality. 
iii. It is also important to recommend that government establish an independent body to investigate cases of police brutality and provide compensation to victims who have been wrongfully detained or subjected to police brutality. 
iv. The Nigeria Police Force should prioritize community engagement and participation in policing efforts, fostering trust and cooperation between law enforcement officials and the community. 
v. The police should invest in technology and modern policing practices to stay ahead of criminals and reduce the need for brutal methods in arrest and treatment of offenders.
vi. The Nigeria Police Force should regularly review and update its policies and procedures to ensure they align with international human rights standards and best practices in policing.
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KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC ILORIN, INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
I am a student of the above-named institution conducting a research on “The Assessment of the Role of Social Media in Raising Awareness about Police Brutality in Nigeria”. This questionnaire is designed for the above topic on the pursuit of award of Higher National Diploma. All answer obtain will be strictly for academic purpose and will be treated with utmost confidence, your cooperation is highly appreciated.
									Yours faithfully
																				HND/23/MAC/FT/0937
Introduction: This questionnaire aims to gather insights into the assessment of the role of social media in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria. Your participation will contribute to a better understanding of the research. Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge and experience. Your responses will remain anonymous and confidential. Thank you for your valuable input.
SECTION A: Demographic Information
INSTRUCTIONS: Please tick (√) as appropriate to you or write the answer in the space provided.
1. Occupation: (a) Student (b) Employed (c) Self Employed (d) Unemployed
2. Qualification: (a) O’ Level (b) Undergraduate (c) Graduate (d) Postgraduate
3. Gender	(a) Male (    )	(b) Female	(     )
4. Age	(a) 18-24years	(b) 25-34years 	(c) 35-44years 	(d) 45 above
5. Marital Status (a) Married (b) Single (c) Divorce
SECTION B: Social Media Usage and Awareness of Police Brutality
Please place a tick ( √ ) in the column that best describe your answer to each question.
6. Which social media platforms do you use most frequently? (Select all that apply)		    Facebook 		Twitter (X) 	( )	Instagram 	( )
WhatsApp   	( )	Other (Please specify): ___________
7.  On average, how much time do you spend on social media daily?
Less than 1 hour ( ) 1–3 hours	( )   3–5 hours ( )     More than 5 hours ( )
8. Do you follow accounts or pages related to activism or social justice on social media?	     Yes ( )	No ( )
9. How has social media raised awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?
Hashtag movements ( )	       Viral videos and Images ( ) 	Citizen Journalism	         Crowdfunding and Aid ( )
10. How aware are you of police brutality issues in Nigeria? 
Very aware	( )  Somewhat aware ( )     Not very aware	( )  Not aware at all
11. Which sources contribute most to your awareness of police brutality? (Select all that apply)	    Social media ( )	    Mainstream media (TV, newspapers, etc.)	   ( )	Personal experiences ( )	Word of mouth ( )	       Other (Please specify): ___________
12. Have you personally participated in any online or offline campaigns against police brutality?	     Yes, online (e.g., hashtags, sharing posts)	 ( )	Yes, offline (e.g., protests, community meetings)	( )	No ( )
13. Which social media activities do you believe are most effective in addressing police brutality? (Select all that apply)
Sharing videos/images of incidents ( )		 Using hashtags like #EndBadGovernance  ( )         Hosting live discussions or forums ( )	Sharing personal stories/testimonies ( )	  Other (Please specify): ___________
14. What challenges do you think limit the effectiveness of social media in addressing police brutality? (Select all that apply)
Government censorship ( )	Spread of misinformation ( ) 	Low internet penetration	        Public apathy ( )	           Other (Please specify): ___________
15. How can social media use be optimized for addressing police brutality?  Increase collaboration with mainstream media ( )	        Focus on educating the public about their rights	( )	 Strengthen fact-checking and combat misinformation ( )	         Encourage more offline actions like protests ( )	         Other (Please specify): ___________
16. What impact has social media had on mobilizing public opinion against police brutality?	    Great impact ( )	 Little impact ( )	No impact ( )
Key:	Strongly Agree	SA,	Agree		A,	Disagree	D,	Strongly Disagree	SD
	S/N
	Items
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	17.
	Do you think social media has played a significant role in raising awareness about police brutality in Nigeria?
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Social media campaigns like #iPhoneNoBeGun have influenced government policies or police reforms
	
	
	
	



