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ABSTRACT
Human trafficking which is always a problem continues to be a subject of considerable mass media coverage in Nigeria. Most victims are abducted or leave home with the traffickers who promise educational opportunities or other incentives. They are taken to places in foreign and local countries. The press has an imperative role to play in reporting human trafficking as the fourth estate of the realm, the watch dog of the society and agenda setting machinery. The main objective was to critically examine the impact of mass media in sensitizing the masses against human trafficking. The study made use of media effect theories and social learning theory to find out how the media create awareness on the ills of human trafficking. The study uses questionnaire to gather data on human trafficking in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara State.  Frequency table was used to analyze the data. Based on a system sampling technique, a sample size of 100 respondents was selected for the study. Based on the findings from the analyzed data, it was discovered that the media did not farewell in the coverage of human trafficking. The media did not give prominence to the stories reported as almost all were buried in the inside pages. Recommendations were made based on the findings.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY   
Human trafficking is a grave and pervasive issue that plagues societies globally, with Ilorin West being no exception. As a complex crime involving the exploitation and violation of human rights, combating human trafficking necessitates multifaceted approaches. Mass media, with its extensive reach and influential power, emerges as a potent tool for sensitizing the public against the scourge of human trafficking. This introduction will explore the impact of mass media in raising awareness and fostering a collective response to combat human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government (Eniola, 2022). 
Human trafficking is one of the fastest-growing criminal activities worldwide, targeting vulnerable populations, especially in developing nations like Nigeria. With Ilorin West being a transit region, it is essential to evaluate how mass media campaigns can effectively reach residents, educate them about the dangers and signs of trafficking, and encourage action against it.
The mass media, encompassing television, radio, newspapers, and digital platforms, has the potential to shape public opinion, disseminate information, and influence social norms (Agbu, 2018). In the context of human trafficking, the media can play a pivotal role in exposing the realities of this crime, educating the public about its manifestations, and mobilizing communities to take action. Nigeria, like most other countries of the world, is faced with myriad social problems, like most other countries of the world, is faced with myriad social problems and crimes. The rate of violent crimes against the human person is alarming Nigeria, especially in this digital age. Human trafficking is among the most heinous crimes against the human person (Anjola, 2020). 
Ojomo (2021) asserted that, the menace of human trafficking has crept deep into the fabrics of most riverine areas, especially in the South-South and North-Central Geo-political Zone of Nigeria. This heinous act is, however, not insurmountable. One of the means of fighting human trafficking is the use of the mass media as well as the statutory agency established specifically for this purpose. The National Agency for the Prohibition of trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) is the public organization vested with the responsibility of addressing issues of human trafficking and child abuse in Nigeria.
          Trafficking in person is one of the fastest growing organized crimes in the world. Thousands of women and children all over the world are being abducted, sold, lured into forced labour and prostitution and involuntary marriage. These acts range from blatant or subtle methods such as organized brothels, sex tour packages, trafficking syndication and forced Marriage to bonded labour, and so on (Effah, 2016).
Premium times reported on May 5, 2023 that, a UK court on Friday sentenced Nigeria’s former deputy senate president, Ike Ekweremadu, to nine years and eight months in prison. The court also sentenced Mr Ekweremadu’s wife, Beatrice, to four years and six months in prison while a doctor who allegedly colluded with them, Obinna Obeta, was sentenced to 10 years in prison. Premium Times reported that the Nigerian politician and the two others were found guilty of organ trafficking but their sentencing was deferred to today. They allegedly procured a 21-year-old Nigerian and flew him to the UK with the intention to harvest his kidney for their sick daughter. Mr Ekweremadu, according to the BBC, was described by the judge as the driving force of the crime. His wife received a lesser sentence due to her more limited involvement, the judge ruled (Benzi, 2023).
          Trafficking in persons is a widespread phenomenon in Nigeria. It is multidimensional and multi-faceted to the extent that so many people have become (defenceless) victims. Apart from engaging the victims in prostitution, marriage and forced labour, some victims are used for rituals, as agents or accomplices in other crimes, beggars, or even for organ transplant. For instance, in April 2014, more than two hundred teenage girls of Government School, Chibok in Bornu State of Nigeria were abducted by gunmen from the Boko Haram, an extremist religious sect. The message from this act is that Nigeria has now become a source, transit and destination country for human trafficking. Currently, trafficking of women and children still takes place between Nigeria and countries such as Gabon, Cameroon, Niger Republic, Italy, Spain, Benin Republic, Saudi Arabia, and so on.
        The success of curbing any societal problem depends largely on effective communication of the facts, circumstances and issues on such problem as well as the solutions. Generally the performance of the communication enterprise should be beneficial to individual and society as a whole it should reflect environment problem and community welfare, the economic, labour as well as human right issues (Udoakah, 2016).
        This in humanity of man to young persons has an age long history. In the last twelve years the crime has greatly increased as people are moss-led by deceit or forced to summit to servitude for economic purposes due to dissemination. This act is perpetrated both internally and externally, Nigeria happens to be one of the destination points for human trafficking as the “crime harming a child physically, sexually and emotionally”. Maduewesi (2020) argues that there are no statistical records on how the media have churned out news on this menace. In the recent times, studies have shown that human trafficking basically for house helps service is a global issue. Also Lutz (2012) affirms that house help in different places were largely young, single girls of age 14 years and above.
          Nevertheless, the media’s role in creating awareness in human trafficking by churning out programmes in a dramatized way, extensive reportage on human trafficking and abuse through films, print and broadcast media is a worthwhile venture. Human trafficking in Nigeria has surged due to factors such as poverty, lack of education, and unemployment. Media campaigns have been increasingly used to create awareness and counteract trafficking efforts. This research focuses on the impact of these campaigns in sensitizing against human trafficking on the populace of Ilorin West, exploring whether mass media serves as an effective tool for change and intervention in this local context.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.2 	STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
I beat every sound minded Nigerians imagination why such act like human trafficking that is akin to slavery should continue after more than 200 years since slavery was stopped all over the world. Unfortunately, Nigeria (Ilorin West included) has been indicted as a transit point irrespective of efforts of the media, government and non-governmental bodies towards finding a lasting solution to the change. Despite the ongoing media campaigns, human trafficking remains prevalent in Ilorin West. The exploitive and slave like conditions meted out on young persons under the age of seventeen is better described as cruelty to the Nigeria society. This indecent and ungodly act-should not strive. Several publications have been made by the Nigerian newspapers concerning human trafficking to foreign countries and within the nation. Based on this premise, this research will further explain the danger the scourge portends and the need for all hands to be on deck for Punch newspaper publications on human trafficking and abuse to be a success. 
1.3    OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the study are to:
· find out the nature of the story used to implement appropriate strategies to combat human trafficking;
· find out if Media carry reports on human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government;
· find out how far the media have sensitized the society about the ills of human trafficking in Ilorin; and
· to investigate whether the media under study, report and create awareness on child survival.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
i. Do media carry editorials on human trafficking?
ii. How often do media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West?
iii. To what extent does the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin?
iv.  What prominence do the selected media give to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West?
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The study shall keep the media and other social institutions to review their campaign/programmes or policies aimed at wedging war against human trafficking with view to re- strategize efforts to avert the menace in Ilorin West Local Government. Ilorin women, especially the victims of human trafficking, shall be encouraged by this study because it shall guide, educate, and sensitize them on how to live a better life despite the challenges they face, the growing incidents of human trafficking, child labour and other related cases shall be reduced, if not drastically averted. The children shall enjoy the Fundamental Human Rights and other privileges in the society. Those who are already victims shall be liberated and enjoyed to live a free and better life in the society.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
   	The scope of the study is based on the assessment of the impact of mass media in sensitizing against human trafficking in Nigeria. The study shall investigate the role of Punch newspaper in exposing human trafficking and sensitizing the public.
1.7 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The first clear weakness of this research is lack of enough money to carry out the study to a larger extent. Limited timeframe is another challenge the researcher encountered which hindered the study. Again, the researcher grappled difficulty trying to get some materials relevant to the study which are not within the geographical area of the study.
1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Mass Media: Various communication platforms (television, radio, newspapers, and social media) used to reach large audiences.
Media: Any channel which allows dissemination and exchange of information/idea from one point to another such as radio, television, computers newspaper/ magazines, etc.
Coverage: An amount by which something or someone is covered, being under focus of something.
Human Trafficking: The act of recruiting, transporting, or harboring individuals by force or deception for exploitation.
Campaign: A systematic course of activities targeted at creating awareness and influencing behavior change.





CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
2.1.1 History of Human Trafficking
Human trafficking which is a modern method of slavery has been with us from time immemorial. Thus from Roman times, children were sold, battered, mutilated, abandoned and maltreated at the pleasure of the father. Children were used as tools when necessary and at the pleasure of their parents and care takers.
Nigeria has a similar history. Children were sold depending on what society or the parents felt about them. Ojomo (2019) explains further that Nigerians, traditionally, farmers are known for their trade and travel in west and Central Africa. This propensity for travel encouraged easy migration across the borders. For many Nigerians, especially those from the Southeast, the civil war (Nigeria – Biafra) of 1966 – 70, created conditions that made migration to neighbouring countries very attractive. In addition, the oil boom of the 1970s saw many other West African nationalities migrating into Nigeria. In northern Nigeria, close ties with the Arab world have seen people move freely to and from the Middle East for trade and religious pilgrimages. This has created avenues for migration that have begun to be exploited for international trafficking in children for labour and prostitution.
However, it was the lack of appropriate legislation to punish offenders that constituted a major challenge in the fight against traffickers in the interim, the police and the court resorted to using portions of the country’s penal code. This was the situation until the anti – human trafficking law was enacted in 2003. The law is known as the trafficking in persons (prohibition) law enforcement and Administration Act. The Trafficking in persons (prohibition) law enforcement and administration Act created the National Agency for the prohibition of Trafficking in persons and other related matters (NAPTIP). This government agency has been in the forefront of the fight against human trafficking. In fact, Nigeria became the first country in Africa to enact such law and establish a special agency to complement it. By November 2005, the High Court in Benin in the south of the country, handed down the first conviction under this law. NAPTIP also investigated a number of law enforcement officials suspected of complicity in trafficking. In 2006, NAPTIP, Nigeria police and the Immigration service formed a compact coalition pact’ to fight human trafficking in addition to involving other Non-governmental organizations like the India renaissance and WOTCLEF. Memorandum, of Understanding (MOUs), according to Idowu (2003) was also signed with destination and transit countries like Britain, Italy, Republic of Benin and Spain.
The criminal nature of human trafficking and child prostitution makes any data and statistics on the cases of this illegal business inherently suspicious. There are no exact numbers of victims of child sexual exploitation within the state or across the border because there are no reliable ways of determining the victims. “The State Department website estimates that one to two million women and children are trafficked annually around the world” (IREX). The German Federal Department of Criminal Investigation estimates that 5% of the women trafficked from Eastern Europe are younger than eighteen. The reports that have been done on the issue of human trafficking and child prostitution are insignificant due to the lack of distinguishing between the ages of children, the gender of children, and between economic and sexual trafficking of persons. “It is far easier to estimate the number of sexually exploited children in a specific country, but even that is not without difficulties. In many cases, the lack of resources, both human and financial, means that sample sizes tend to be too small to provide accuracy” Since human trafficking is an issued of global concern, it is necessary to develop greater international cooperation with regard to mutual assistance in criminal matters. Trafficking of human beings for the purpose of sexual services is a form of “form of modern- day slavery (Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe).” Any human being, especially children, that are forced, fraud, or coercion into involuntary sexual exploitation are denied the fundamental human rights ensured in number of international human rights documents, “namely, their rights to liberty and security of person, their right not to be held in slavery or servitude, and their right to be free from cruel or inhumane treatment (Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe).”
There are 1.2 million child victims of human trafficking per year around the world, according to data given by the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Children are used as an economic profit source by organized crime. Trafficking of minors is a prosperous business, which moves 40 billion dollars a year. For under age children alone, the profit reaches 23.5 million euros a year.
"Children are easier to recruit, convince and move and therefore, due to the low costs, they generate an enormous economic profit."
Under the leadership of Carol Ndaguba, its Executive Secretary, NAPTIP has successfully prosecuted 9 cases resulting in 11 convictions while 35 more cases are ongoing (Ojomo, 2019).
2.1.2 Overview of Human Trafficking in Nigeria
The trafficking of children for the purpose of domestic service, prostitution and other forms of exploitative labour is a widespread phenomenon in Nigeria. In view of the clandestine nature of trafficking, accurate and reliable figures are hard to get. Globally, human trafficking is one of the fastest growing organized crimes with an estimated 1.2 million victims per year, of which 32% are African. The National Child Labour Survey (2003) estimates that there are 15 million children engaged in child labour in Nigeria with 40% of them at the risk of being trafficked both internally and externally for domestic and forced labour, prostitution, entertainment, pornography, armed conflict, and sometimes ritual killings. According to Teriba (2001), Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country for human trafficking. Currently, external trafficking of children exists between Nigeria and Gabon, Cameroon, Niger, Italy, Spain, Benin Republic and Saudi Arabia. The National Agency for Prohibition of traffic in persons and other related materials (NAPTIP) and United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) Situation Assessment of human trafficking in Southern Nigerian State (2004) reported that 46% of repatriated victims of external trafficking in Nigeria are children, with a female to male ratio of 7:3. They are engaged mainly in prostitution (46%), domestic labour (21%), forced labour (15%) and entertainment (8%). Internal trafficking of children in Nigeria was also reported to be for the purpose of forced labour (32%), domestic labour (31%) and prostitution (30%). Boys are mostly trafficked from the south eastern states of Imo, Abia and Akwa-Ibom to Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Congo, while those from Kwara go to Togo and as far as Mali to work on plantations. Between October and December 2003, over 500 children from the Republic of Benin were rescued from granite quarries and repatriated back to their country of origin, through a joint effort of UNICEF in Nigeria and Benin. Similarly, Nigeria has recently seen an increased number of repatriation of trafficking victims from many foreign countries such as UK, Italy, Netherlands, USA, Belgium, Ireland, Saudi Arabia and South Africa.
Private transit camps have been reported to exist in Akwa-Ibom, Cross Rivers and Ondo States where children are transported from the south eastern states and forced into hard labour and prostitution. Likewise, immigration and investigation reports from NAPTIP have shown increasing number of cases in the northern part of the country. Girls trafficked from Nigeria en route to Europe come mainly from Edo State, Delta, Imo and other States in the South. The victims of trafficking are mainly females between the ages of 9-18 years. The education levels of the trafficked vary with respect to the destination countries and the source region as well as the type of perceived jobs available. Trafficking of women and children is also found to be most commonly associated with prostitution.
Victims of trafficking are often sold or placed in brothels and made to engage in the sex trade either willingly or against their will in order to recover the cost incurred in transporting them to the destination area.”
These traffickers exercise great control over the incomes of the trafficked. Kwankye (2000) made a startling revelation of the plight of a young prostitute and a victim of human trafficking who was alleged to owe her traffickers an amount of sixty-five thousand US dollars (US$ 65,000). This amount apparently represents her travel expenses from Nigeria to Europe via Ghana. She was therefore asked to make a weekly part payment to cover the travelling expenses.
Notwithstanding the reproductive health risk that this young woman is exposed to in the face of the global threats of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, it also appears that this young girl is caught up in a perpetual bondage of dept servicing. Many of these young girls are abused or battered when they refuse to comply with the orders of their “lords” to undertake a particular type of job as prescribed by the traffickers. The travel documents of the trafficked are often taken away from them upon arrival at the destination thus, limiting their basic human right to freedom of movement. Trafficking of children in Nigeria by traffickers to be exploited for personal gain has internal and international manifestations.
In internal trafficking, according to Effah (1996) children are procured to work as domestic and agricultural workers, while external trafficking provides girls for prostitution rackets in Europe and the Middle East. The Nigerian Immigration Service has identified Edo, Delta, Akwa Ibom, Ondo, Rivers, Ebonyi, Imo Enugu, Lagos and Kano as source states. While a number of Children have migrated to their preset location through traditional fostering arrangements, some children have ended up on the streets as a result of trafficking by family members or after losing their way and being unable to trace their extended family. Many of these children have been arrested and imprisoned or put into remand homes by police.
There are diverse reasons why many Nigerian children are vulnerable to trafficking, including widespread poverty, large family size, and rapid urbanization with deteriorating public services, low literacy levels and high school-drop out rates. The demand for cheap commercial sex workers in countries of destination strongly contributes to the growth of this phenomenon and the success of this criminal network. Parents with a large family, often overburdened with the care of too many children, are prone to the traffickers’ deceit in giving away some of their children to city residents or even strangers promising a better life for them. Traffickers exploit the trust of people rooted in a widespread, culturally accepted common practice in West Africa of placement and fostering as part of the extended family safety net. In some instances, desperately poor and uninformed parents willingly co-operate with the traffickers, giving away their children in exchange for a small fee. In the hands of unscrupulous guardians, these children are increasingly trafficked and exploited for money.
In Nigeria society, according to Adidu (2015), physical discipline of children is accepted and is widely practiced by individual parents in their homes, in schools and in various children’s institutions. It is not also unusual to see children begging on the streets for their quranic teachers. The problem of human trafficking in Nigeria is really serious and symptomatic of increasing family and social disorganization.
Therefore, in Nigeria, human trafficking is due to poverty, ignorance, political and religious turbulence, but the most common cause of human trafficking is poverty. If, we are serious about protecting the children we will have to take a look at our culture and re-examine our attitudes towards the young and the physical violence used in disciplining our children. 
To prevent human trafficking, the government must first address the issue of poverty. It is high time we started re-orienting public policy in Nigeria towards the support of the family, the health of the children and the success of the whole society rather than the wealth and comfort of a few. Peahrsson (2011), posited that factors contributing to trafficking are varied and complex, differing from country to country. 	The inadequacy of laws and law enforcement in most origin, transit, and destination countries, hampers efforts to fight trafficking humans for sexual exploitation humans for sexual exploitation are often relatively minor compared with those for other criminal activities like drug and gun trafficking. The priority placed on stemming illegal immigration in many countries, including the United States has resulted in treatment of trafficking cases as problem of illegal immigration, thus treating victims as criminals.
Few steps have been taken to provide support, health care and access to justice. Few victims dare testify against the traffickers or those who hold them, fearing retribution for themselves and their families. Since most governments do not offer stays of deportation or adequate protection for witnesses. The disinterest and in some cases even complicity of government is another problem.
According to Oloruntimehin (2012), many law enforcement agencies and governments ignore the plight of trafficking victims and downplay the scope of the trafficking problem. In some cases, Nigerian police and other governmental authorities accept bribes and collude with traffickers by selling fake documentation. Sometimes, police fear reprisals from criminal gangs so they find it easier to deny knowledge of trafficking.
The minister of women affairs and social development, Hajiya Saudatu Bungudu added that the only way to stop human trafficking in Nigeria is by a concrete policy to ensure that children are properly educated to contribute to national development.
Trafficking in people especially children, for prostitution and forced labour is one of the fastest growing areas of international criminal activity and one that is of increasing concern to the U.S Administration, congress and the international community. Although boys are also victimized, the overwhelming majority of those trafficked are children. According to Government estimates, at least 700,000 people are trafficked each year worldwide for forced labour, domestic servitude or sexual exploitation. Citing international organization on migration data U.S officials say the actual figure could be as high as 4 million. An estimated 50,000 people are trafficked every year to the United States. Trafficking is now considered  the third largest source of profits for organized crime behind only drugs and guns, generating billions of naira and dollars annually. Trafficking is a problem that affects virtually every country in the world.
[bookmark: _TOC_250003]2.1.3 Child Trafficking and Media
In many cities, towns and other semi-urban and rural centres in Nigeria, it is not uncommon to see children on the streets begging for money. Some hawk wares on the highway and busy roads thereby exposing them to trafficking. Emeka (2012) in his research on human trafficking and media reported that of the 110 children sampled in Lagos working in domestic service most of were underage between 12 and 17 years of age. The media reported cases of battered children and others saved from the clutches of human traffickers. Hodges (2011) in his findings opined that street hawkers’ children who worked throughout the day or late in the evening or who traded on major highways were found to be more likely than others to experiences trafficking.
2.2.4	Effect of Human Trafficking in Nigeria
Human trafficking is a grave and pervasive issue that significantly impacts individuals and communities in Nigeria, posing severe threats to human rights, dignity, and societal well-being. The multifaceted consequences of human trafficking extend across various dimensions, encompassing the physical, psychological, economic, and social aspects of the victims' lives. First and foremost, human trafficking inflicts profound physical harm on its victims. Many trafficked individuals endure physical violence, sexual abuse, and exploitative working conditions. The trauma resulting from these experiences can lead to lasting health issues, leaving survivors with both visible and invisible scars. The toll on physical health exacerbates the challenges faced by survivors as they attempt to reintegrate into society.
Beyond physical harm, human trafficking has profound psychological effects on its victims. The emotional trauma resulting from coercion, violence, and exploitation can lead to severe mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). These psychological scars persist long after victims have been rescued, hindering their ability to rebuild their lives and reintegrate into society. Economically, human trafficking perpetuates a cycle of poverty and exploitation. Many victims are lured with promises of better economic opportunities, only to find themselves trapped in situations of forced labor or sexual exploitation. As a result, victims often lose control over their financial resources, hindering their ability to escape the cycle of poverty and creating economic dependencies that further entrench their vulnerability.
The social fabric of communities in Nigeria is also deeply affected by human trafficking. Families are torn apart as loved ones are deceived or coerced into trafficking situations. Communities witness a drain of human capital and potential, as young and able-bodied individuals are exploited, leaving a void in the social and economic fabric of neighborhoods. The breakdown of trust within communities, stemming from the exploitation of individuals by traffickers, contributes to the erosion of social cohesion. Human trafficking exacerbates existing gender inequalities in Nigeria, as a significant number of victims are women and children. Women, in particular, face increased risks of sexual exploitation and forced labor. This perpetuates a cycle of gender-based violence, limiting the opportunities for women to thrive economically, socially, and politically.
Addressing the impact of human trafficking in Nigeria necessitates comprehensive efforts involving legislation, law enforcement, victim support services, and public awareness campaigns. Collaborative endeavors at local, national, and international levels are essential to combatting this grave violation of human rights and creating a safer, more secure environment for individuals in Nigeria and beyond. By addressing the root causes, providing support for survivors and implementing stringent measures against traffickers, there is hope for mitigating the far-reaching consequences of human trafficking and fostering a society that prioritizes human dignity and equality (Adeola, 2019).
2.2.5 Influence of Media in Sensitizing against Human Trafficking in Ilorin West
The influence of media in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West cannot be overstated, as it plays a crucial role in shaping public awareness, perceptions, and responses to this pervasive issue. Through various forms of media, including television, radio, newspapers, and online platforms, information about the realities of human trafficking is disseminated, contributing to public understanding and advocacy for combating this grave violation of human rights.
Media serves as a powerful tool for raising awareness about the tactics used by traffickers and the vulnerabilities of potential victims. Through investigative reporting, documentaries, and news coverage, the media sheds light on the intricate networks involved in human trafficking, exposing the clandestine operations that often go unnoticed. This exposure helps dismantle myths and misconceptions surrounding trafficking, fostering a more informed and vigilant society. Campaigns against human trafficking are amplified through media platforms, providing a means to engage the public in the fight against this crime. Awareness campaigns, often supported by governmental and non-governmental organizations, leverage the reach of media to disseminate information about the signs of trafficking, preventive measures, and avenues for reporting suspicious activities. This proactive engagement empowers communities to be vigilant, report incidents, and support victims, creating a collaborative effort to combat human trafficking.
Media platforms also serve as spaces for survivors to share their stories, providing a human face to the otherwise abstract issue of human trafficking. Personal narratives communicated through documentaries, interviews, and articles not only bring attention to the harsh realities faced by survivors but also foster empathy and understanding among the audience. This, in turn, contributes to destigmatizing survivors, encouraging societal support, and dispelling victim-blaming attitudes. The role of social media in sensitizing against human trafficking cannot be overlooked. Platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram provide real-time updates, enabling the rapid dissemination of information and fostering community engagement. Hashtag campaigns, awareness challenges, and multimedia content shared through social media contribute to a broader, more interconnected advocacy movement against human trafficking (Hyginus, Ikwueze & Christiana, 2021).
2.2.6 Impact of Punch newspaper against Human Trafficking in Nigeria
The Punch newspaper, as one of Nigeria's leading and widely read newspapers, wields substantial influence in shaping public opinion and driving social change. In the fight against human trafficking, The Punch can play a pivotal role by leveraging its reach and credibility to raise awareness, expose trafficking networks, and advocate for policy changes. The newspaper has the potential to serve as a powerful catalyst for change by using its platform to highlight the realities of human trafficking in Nigeria, share investigative reports on trafficking activities, and showcase success stories of anti-trafficking initiatives. Through in-depth investigative journalism, The Punch can bring to light the complex dynamics of human trafficking, exposing the root causes, recruitment methods, and the impact on victims. In-depth features, interviews, and editorials can shed light on the experiences of survivors, giving them a voice and humanizing the issue. By maintaining a sustained focus on human trafficking, The Punch can keep the topic at the forefront of public consciousness, fostering a sense of urgency and concern within the Nigerian society.
Furthermore, The Punch newspaper has the potential to collaborate with relevant stakeholders, including government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and law enforcement, to amplify the impact of anti-trafficking efforts. By fostering partnerships and providing a platform for dialogue, The Punch can contribute to the development of comprehensive and informed strategies to combat human trafficking in Nigeria. Overall, the newspaper's influence can be a driving force in mobilizing public support, inspiring collective action, and pushing for the necessary policy reforms to tackle this pervasive issue (Hyginus, Ikwueze & Christiana, 2021).\
Application to Combat Human Trafficking in Nigeria
In Nigeria, where human trafficking is a significant concern, applying Communication for Social Change theory involves designing mass media campaigns that prioritize community engagement, cultural relevance, and empowerment. Television dramas, radio talk shows, documentaries, and social media campaigns can be utilized to tell compelling stories, share survivor testimonials, and disseminate information on the signs of trafficking. By actively involving the community, addressing cultural nuances, empowering individuals with knowledge, and fostering collaboration among stakeholders, mass media campaigns grounded in the principles of Communication for Social Change can contribute to an effective sensitization strategy against human trafficking in Nigeria. This approach recognizes the agency of individuals and communities in driving social change while leveraging the reach and influence of mass media as a powerful tool for advocacy and awareness.Top of Form
2.2 THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK
A theoretical framework provides a structured approach for understanding and analyzing a research problem within a particular disciplinary context. It consists of a set of interconnected theories, concepts, and assumptions that guide the study's design, data collection, analysis, and interpretation. In the context of studying the impact of mass media campaign in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government, the theoretical framework serves as a lens through which researchers can examine how Punch newspaper's coverage influences public perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors towards the issue. Drawing on Media Effects Theories such as Agenda-Setting Theory and Cultivation Theory, the framework explores how Punch's portrayal of human trafficking shapes the agenda, cultivates beliefs, and influences learning among its readers.
1. Media Effects Theories
i. Agenda-Setting Theory: Punch newspaper, through its coverage of human trafficking issues, has the potential to shape the public agenda by determining which aspects of the problem receive attention. By consistently highlighting cases of human trafficking, providing in-depth analysis, and framing the issue as a significant social problem, Punch can influence public perception and policymakers' prioritization of anti-trafficking measures in Ilorin West.
ii. Cultivation Theory: The prolonged exposure to Punch's coverage of human trafficking can shape perceptions of the prevalence and nature of trafficking in Nigeria. Through repeated portrayals of victims, perpetrators, and societal responses, Punch may cultivate attitudes and beliefs among its readers about the severity of the issue, its root causes, and the effectiveness of interventions. Over time, this cultivation effect can contribute to increased awareness and sensitivity towards human trafficking among the Ilorin West population.
2. Social Learning Theory 
i. Bandura's Social Learning Theory: Punch newspaper serves as a source of observational learning for its readers, presenting narratives and information about human trafficking that can influence attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors. Through news reports, feature articles, and investigative journalism, Punch provides readers with vicarious experiences of trafficking victims, survivors, law enforcement efforts, and anti-trafficking initiatives. By observing these representations, readers may learn about the dangers of trafficking, the importance of vigilance, and the need for collective action to combat the problem. Additionally, Punch's coverage can serve as a model for individuals and organizations seeking to engage in anti-trafficking advocacy and support initiatives.
Media Effects Theories that is, Agenda-Setting and Cultivation Theory highlight Punch newspaper's potential to shape public perception and attitudes towards human trafficking by determining the salience of the issue and cultivating beliefs about its prevalence and consequences. Social Learning Theory, particularly Bandura's framework, emphasizes the role of observational learning through media exposure in influencing individual attitudes and behaviors. By analyzing Punch's coverage within these theoretical frameworks, we can better understand how mass media contributes to sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West and identify strategies for enhancing its effectiveness in promoting awareness, prevention, and intervention efforts.
The relevance of Media Effects Theories, particularly Agenda-Setting Theory and Cultivation Theory, and Social Learning Theory to the study of the impact of mass media campaign in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government, using Punch newspaper as a case study, is profound.
The Relevance of the Two Theories to the topic of Study	
i. Relevance of Agenda-Setting Theory to the topic of study: agenda-setting theory suggests that media content influences the public agenda by determining which issues receive attention and how they are perceived. In the context of human trafficking in Ilorin West, Punch newspaper's coverage plays a crucial role in setting the agenda by highlighting the prevalence, causes, and consequences of trafficking.
ii. Application: Punch's consistent reporting on human trafficking shapes public perception of the issue's importance, prompting readers to prioritize it as a societal concern. By featuring stories, investigative reports, and editorials on human trafficking, Punch influences both public discourse and policymakers' agendas, potentially leading to increased attention, resources, and interventions directed towards combating trafficking.
iii. Relevance of Cultivation Theory Cultivation Theory: theory cultivation theory posits that prolonged exposure to media content shapes individuals' perceptions of social reality. In the case of Punch newspaper's coverage of human trafficking, repeated exposure to stories and images of trafficking victims, perpetrators, and interventions can cultivate beliefs about the prevalence and consequences of trafficking in Nigeria.
iv. Application: Punch's portrayal of human trafficking can shape readers' perceptions of the problem's severity, its root causes, and the efficacy of anti-trafficking efforts. By consistently depicting trafficking as a significant social issue with far-reaching consequences for individuals and communities, Punch may cultivate heightened awareness, empathy, and concern among its readers, potentially motivating them to take action or support anti-trafficking initiatives.
v. Relevance of Social Learning Theory: Social Learning Theory, particularly Bandura's model, emphasizes the role of observational learning and modeling in shaping individual attitudes and behaviors. Punch newspaper serves as a source of observational learning for its readers, presenting narratives and information about human trafficking that can influence attitudes, beliefs, and actions.
vi. Application: Through news reports, feature articles, and investigative journalism, Punch provides readers with vicarious experiences of trafficking victims, survivors, and efforts to combat trafficking. By observing these representations, readers may learn about the dangers of trafficking, the importance of vigilance, and the need for collective action. Punch's coverage can serve as a catalyst for individual and collective efforts to raise awareness, prevent trafficking, and support survivors.
2.3 REVIEW OF RELATED WORK
Ifeoma, Nkwam-Uwaoma, Adeline and Chioma (2020) conducted a research on effectiveness of radio programmes in campaign against child abuse in Imo State. The study was on the effectiveness of radio programmes on the campaign against child abuse in Imo State. Child abuse has become one of the social maladies plaguing the global society in varying degrees particularly in Nigeria. Despite all the provisions of extant laws in the country, many Nigerian children are still subjected to physical and mental violence, neglect and maltreatment. The objectives of this research among others were to identify the extent to which Imo State residents are aware of child abuse through Darling 107.3 Fm “The Consequence” programme; identify the extent to which exposure to Darling 107.3 Fm “The Consequence” programme improve the knowledge of Imo State residents in the campaign against child abuse; and determine the effectiveness of Darling 107.3 Fm “The Consequence” programme in influencing the behaviour residents of Imo State residents‟ behaviour on issues of child abuse. The study was anchored on agenda setting and social responsibility theories. Survey research method was used for this study. The sample size was 385, statistically determined using Australian online calculator. Multi-stage sampling technique was used based on the three senatorial zones and 27 Local Government Areas of the State. The findings reveal that the extent to which Imo State residents were aware of child abuse through Darling 107.3 Fm “The Consequence” programme is moderate at 40%; the extent which exposure to Darling 107.3 FM “The consequence” programme improved the knowledge of Imo State residents in the campaign against child abuse is moderate andDarling 107.3 Fm “The Consequence” programme is effective in influencing Imo State residents‟ behaviour on issues of child abuse. The study therefore, recommends thatthere is need for the persistent use of radio to report issues of public importance like child abuse in other to improve people’s level of awareness and knowledge on child abuse related issues.
Hyginus, Ikwueze and Christiana (2021) worked on media role on community sensitization, prevention and control of child trafficking in Ebonyi State. The study aimed at examining the role of media in community sensitization, prevention and control of Child trafficking in Ebonyi State. The study adopted a survey method of research design, a questionnaire was used to collect primary data while a review of relevant literature was used to source secondary data. Four hypotheses were formulated and tested using the SPSS statistical tool. The study found that community-based sensitization programmes can mitigate the challenges of child trafficking in Ebonyi state; that sensitization programmes for prevention and control of child trafficking have yielded significant results in Ebonyi state; that lack of strong legal framework, bad governance, high level of unemployment rate among others basic social needs are the major factors influencing child trafficking in the state and that policy intervention by the government to engage the media effectively in sensitizing the residents can control the challenges of child trafficking In Ebonyi state. The study recommends that the government of Ebonyi state should set up community-based sensitization programmes through the media to mitigate the challenges of child trafficking in the state, the government should strengthen all the poverty alleviation programmes and compulsory free basic education since it correlates with child trafficking activities in the state, amongst others.
Duru and Maurice (2012) worked on combating human trafficking in Nigeria: an evaluation of state policies and programmes. The paper examines the social problem of trafficking in human beings in Nigeria. It considers the root causes of the problem, the socio-economic implication of human trafficking, its recent global dimension and the policies and programmes of the Nigerian state in combating this ugly phenomenon. The paper made predominant use of secondary sources of data. Findings reveal that though the state has certain policies and programs aimed at combating human trafficking, the problem persists because the institutions saddled with these responsibilities are fundamentally weak. The paper, therefore, recommends certain measures to help in tackling the problem of human trafficking in Nigeria.
Temitope (2016) researched on the media and the fight against trafficking in persons and child labour in Nigeria. The paper peruses the causes of trafficking in persons, the resultant child labour, its dynamics and the media engagement in the fight against the scourge. It proffers some peace building suggestions for the involvement of the media in the fight against human trafficking and child labour.
Omeonu, Chukwu-Okoronkwo and Enyinnaya (2020) proposed the role of the media in combating the obnoxious trend of human trafficking in Nigeria. The study critically examines the indispensable role of the media in the effort to address the issue of human trafficking; while at the same time assessing audience respond to media coverage on the issue, focusing on Amassoma Community in Bayelsa State. Findings reveal, among others, that the prevailing economic condition of the country has a lot to do with causes of human trafficking. The paper concludes that the media have contributed so much in sensitizing the people about the scourge of human trafficking; thus widening their knowledge and understanding of its root causes. However, to help prevent the media outlets from becoming a conduit for the exploitation of people through their advertising for jobs and other services, the study also advances very useful recommendations. 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter described the methodology to be employed in carrying out the research. The procedure and technique to be used in gathering the research data were discussed under the following subheadings: research design, population, sample and sampling techniques; research instrument; validity of the research instrument; procedure for data collection and data analysis techniques.
3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN
This study adopts a descriptive survey research design. The choice of this design is informed by its effectiveness in obtaining accurate data on the perception, awareness, and behavioral responses of individuals to mass media campaigns. This design enables the researcher to describe and interpret the current conditions regarding how mass media influences public sensitization against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government Area.
3.2 POPULATION OF STUDY
Population means all cases or individual that fit a certain specification. The population of this study comprises male and female from the age of 18 years and above irrespective of their occupation but with the ability to read and comprehend and residing in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State with the population of  about 548,300 peoples. Ilorin west has a diverse population with various socio-economic, educational, and occupational backgrounds. For the purpose of this study, the focus will be on adults aged 18 and above who are more likely to consume mass media and form opinions or take actions based on such media exposure.

3.3 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
According to Abubakar (2017) a sampling technique is a method used to select a subset of individuals or observations from larger population to participate in a study. In this research a multi-stage sampling technique will be employed. In the first stage, Ilorin West will be stratified into wards. In the second stage, simple random sampling will be used to select a representative number of communities or neighborhoods from each ward. Finally, systematic sampling will be used to select individual respondents within the chosen communities. The goal is to obtain a representative sample that accurately reflects the characteristics of the population.
3.4 SAMPLE SIZE
A total of 100 respondents will be selected as the sample size for this study. This was determined using the Yamene’s formula: n = N/(1+N*e2).
Where:
n=sample size
e=margin of error
N=population size
These respondents will be selected from various wards in Ilorin West Local Government. This number is considered adequate to provide reliable and valid insights within the scope and limitations of the research. Therefore, 100 questionnaires will be administered to respondents.


3.5 METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION
The primary method of data collection will be the use of structured questionnaires. These will be distributed to selected respondents across different wards in Ilorin West. The researcher will also conduct key informant interviews (KIIs) with media professionals and community leaders to supplement the quantitative data with qualitative insights.
3.6 INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION
The main instrument for data collection is the questionnaire, which will contain both close-ended and open-ended questions. The questionnaire will be divided into sections:
i. Demographic data
ii. Exposure to mass media campaigns
iii. Awareness and understanding of human trafficking
iv. Attitudes and behavioral changes linked to media exposure
An interview guide will also be used for key informant interviews to elicit detailed responses.
3.7 TECHNIQUES FOR DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
Data collected will be analyzed using descriptive statistics which are frequencies and percentages. Inferential statistics, particularly the Chi-square test, may also be used to test hypotheses regarding the relationship between media exposure and levels of awareness or behavioral changes. Data will be presented using frequency tables and percentages for easy interpretation. These statistical tools would be used because they were suitable means of breaking down and analyzing the generated data.
3.8 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF THE INSTRUMENT
An instrument is valid if it accurately achieves the purposes for which it was designed and Instrument reliability is defined as the extent to which an instrument consistently measures what it is supposed to. To ensure validity, the questionnaire will be reviewed by a lecturer of mass communication in Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin to confirm that the items appropriately cover the research objectives. A pilot study will be conducted in a nearby local government area to test the instrument. For reliability, the internal consistency of the instrument will be measured using Cronbach’s Alpha. A reliability coefficient of 0.70 or higher will be considered acceptable.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1 	Introduction
This chapter presents, interprets and discusses the findings in relation to research questions and collected data were analyzed. The first part discusses the background information of the respondents while other sections are tabular illustration of the respondents response to the distributed questionnaire designed for this research finding on effectiveness of mass media in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government. 
4.2 	Demographic Information
	This section describes the general background information of the respondents.
Table 1: Analysis of Gender
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	42
	42%

	Female
	58
	58%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field data, 2025
Table 1 above shows that out of 100 respondents that participated in the study (58) 58% were female and (42) 42% were males. 
Table 2: Analysis of Age
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	18-25
	44
	44%

	26-35
	38
	38%

	36-45
	12
	12%

	45 and above
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table 2 above 44% of the respondent falls in between the age range of 18-25, 38% of the respondent falls in between the age range of 26-35, 12% of the respondent falls in between 36-45 years and while 0% were in the range of 45 and above.
Table 3: Analysis of Marital Status
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Married
	39
	39%

	Single
	60
	60%

	Divorce
	0
	0%

	Widowed
	1
	1%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
	From the table 5 above, 39% of the respondents are single, 60% of the respondents are married, 1% of the respondents are widow and none of the respondents are divorced. 
Table 4: Analysis of Educational Qualification 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	SSCE
	15
	15%

	OND
	35
	35%

	HND/BSC
	48
	48%

	MSC and above
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table above 15% of the respondents are SSCE holders, 35% of the respondents are OND holders while 48% of the respondents are HND/BSC holders and 2% of the respondents are MSC certificate holders. This means all the respondents are certificate holders.
Table 5: Analysis of Occupation
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Student
	51
	51%

	Trader
	13
	13%

	Civil Servant
	31
	31%

	Others
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2025
From the table above 51% of the respondents are students, 13% are trader, 31% of the respondents are civil servants while 5% of the respondent’s occupations are others. This implies that most the respondents of the questionnaire are students.
Table 6:  Which of the following media do you frequently use?
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Television
	20
	20%

	Radio
	28
	28%

	Newspapers
	10
	10%

	Social Media (e.g., Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter)	
	42
	42%

	Billboards/Posters
	0
	0%

	Community announcements
	0	
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
Table 6 above shows that 20% respondents’ watches television, 28% listen to radio, 10% read newspaper, 42% of the respondents uses social media, 0% of the respondents uses billboards/posters and 0% uses community announcements.
Table 7: Have you come across any campaign on human trafficking through the media?
   

	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	97
	97%

	No
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 8 above it shows that 97% of the respondents have come across campaigns on human trafficking through the media while 3 % of the total respondents have not.
Table 8: If yes, through which medium? 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Radio
	27
	27%

	TV
	21
	21%

	Social Media
	43
	43%

	Newspapers
	17
	17%

	Others
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 8 above 27% of the respondents came across campaign on human trafficking through the radio, 21% of the respondents through the television, 43% through social media, while 17% of the respondents is trough the newspaper and 2% came across campaign on human trafficking through the other media outlets. This implies that most of respondents of the questionnaire came across campaign on human trafficking through social media. 
Table 9: How often do you see or hear such campaigns?	
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Very often
	29
	29%

	Occasionally
	48
	48%

	Rarely
	23
	23%

	Never
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
This table 9 above shows that 29% of the respondents often see or hear about human trafficking, 48% of the respondents hear it occasionally, 23% selected rarely, while none of the respondents has not hear or see anything about human trafficking. This indicated that all the respondents has hear or see campaign on human trafficking from any of the media outlets.
Table 10: How would you rate your awareness of human trafficking? 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Very High
	44
	44%

	High
	17
	17%

	Moderate
	21
	21%

	Low
	18
	18%

	None
	0
	0%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 10 above 44% of the respondents’ rate their awareness on human trafficking as very high, 17% of the respondents’ rate their awareness on human trafficking as high, 21% of the respondents ‘rate their awareness on human trafficking as moderate, 18% of the respondents’ rate their awareness on human trafficking as low while 0% of the respondents’ rate their awareness on human trafficking as none. This implies that most of the respondents’ are very aware of human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government.
Table 11: Which of the following do you believe are forms of human trafficking?	
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Child labor
	33
	33%

	Sexual exploitation
	21
	21%

	Forced marriage
	9
	9%

	Organ harvesting
	16
	16%

	Domestic servitude
	21
	21%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
This table 11 above shows that 33% of the respondents believe child labor is the most common form of human trafficking, 21% of the respondents believe its sexual exploitation, 9% believe its forced marriage, 16% believe its organ harvesting while 21% believe its domestic servitude. This indicated that child labor is the most common form of human trafficking according to the respondents.
Table 12: Do you know any signs or indicators of a trafficking victim?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	59
	59%

	No
	41
	41%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 12 above 59% of the respondents knows the signs or indicators of a trafficked victim while 41% of the respondents do not know any signs or indicators of a trafficked victim. This implies that most of the respondents of this questionnaire knows some signs or indicators of a trafficked victim.
Table 13: Do media carry editorials on human trafficking?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Yes
	51
	51%

	No 
	49
	49%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 13 above 51% of the respondents agreed that media carry editorials on human trafficking, while 49% of the respondents agreed otherwise. This implies that most of the respondents of this questionnaire agreed that media carry editorials on human trafficking.
Table 14: How often do media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West? 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Frequently
	19
	19%

	Occasionally
	23
	23%

	Rarely
	39
	39%

	Almost Never
	19
	19%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 14 above 19% of the respondents selected that media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West frequently, 23% of the respondents believe that it is occasionally, 39% of the respondents believe it’s rarely, while 19% of the respondents believes it’s almost never. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed that media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West is very rare.
Table 15: To what extent does the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin? 
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Great extent
	32
	32%

	Some extent
	20
	20%

	Limited extent
	39
	39%

	Not at all
	9
	9%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 15 above 32% of the respondents believe the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin to some great extent, 20% of the respondents believe it’s to some extent, 39% of the respondents believe is to limited extent, while 9% of the respondents believed the press did not cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin at all. This implies that most of the respondents of the respondents believed the press covers issues of human trafficking in Ilorin to some limited extent.
Table 16: What prominence do the media give to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West?	
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	High prominence
	32
	32%

	Moderate Prominence
	39
	39%

	Low Prominence	
	20
	20%

	No Prominence
	9
	9

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 16 above 32% of the respondents believe high prominence was given to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West, 39% of the respondents believe it’s moderate prominence, 20% of the respondents believe is low prominence, while 9% of the respondents believed no prominence was given to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West by the media. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed the media gave moderate prominence to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West.
Table 17: Do you believe mass media campaigns are effective in sensitizing the public against human trafficking?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	47
	47%

	Strongly agreed
	29
	29%

	Neutral
	18
	18%

	Disagreed 
	4
	4%

	Strongly disagreed 
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 17 above 47% of the respondents agreed that mass media campaigns are effective in sensitizing the public against human trafficking, 29% of the respondents strongly agreed that mass media campaigns are effective in sensitizing the public against human trafficking, 18% of the respondents are neutral, while 4% of the respondents disagreed and only 2% of the respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire agreed that mass media campaigns are effective in sensitizing the public against human trafficking.
Table 18: Media campaigns have influenced you to take any action (e.g., report suspected trafficking, educate others)?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	41
	41%

	Strongly agreed
	29
	29%

	Neutral
	20
	20%

	Disagreed 
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagreed 
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 18 above 41% of the respondents agreed that media campaigns have influenced tem to take action on suspected human trafficking, 29% of the respondents strongly agreed, 20% of the respondents are neutral, while 7% of the respondents disagreed and 3% of the respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire agreed that media campaigns have influenced them to take action on suspected human trafficking.
Table 19: Any of the media campaign has changed your perception of human trafficking?
	Options
	Frequency (f)
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	30
	30%

	Strongly agreed
	37
	37%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagreed 
	12
	12%

	Strongly disagreed 
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey 2025
From the table 19 above 30% of the respondents agreed media campaign has changed their perception of human trafficking, 37% of the respondents strongly agreed, 17% of the respondents are neutral, while 12% of the respondents disagreed and 4% of the respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire agreed that media campaign has changed their perception of human trafficking.
4.3	ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Question 1: Do media carry editorials on human trafficking?
Table 13 provides answer to this question above, 51% of the respondents agreed that media carry editorials on human trafficking, while 49% of the respondents believe otherwise. This implies that most of the respondents of this questionnaire agreed that media carry editorials on human trafficking.
Question 2: How often do media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West?
Table 14 provides answer to this question above, 19% of the respondents selected that media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West frequently, 23% of the respondents believe that it is occasionally, 39% of the respondents believe it’s rarely, while 19% of the respondents believes it’s almost never. This indicated that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed it is rare that media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West.
Question 3: To what extent does the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin?
Table 15 provides answer to this question, 32% of the respondents believe the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin to some great extent, 20% of the respondents believe it’s to some extent, 39% of the respondents believe is to limited extent, while 9% of the respondents believed the press did not cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin at all. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed the press covers issues of human trafficking in Ilorin to some limited extent.
Question 3: What prominence do the media give to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West?	
Table 16 provides answer to this question, 32% of the respondents believe high prominence was given to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West, 39% of the respondents believe it’s moderate prominence, 20% of the respondents believe is low prominence, while 9% of the respondents believed no prominence was given to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West by the media. This implies that most of the respondents of the questionnaire believed the media gave moderate prominence to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West.
4.4	DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The impact of mass media campaign in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government of Kwara State cannot be over emphasized and estimated. Thus, media plays a major role in disseminating information on human trafficking especially the mass media and social media. Research shows that most of the respondents in this research survey agreed that media are very useful in campaigning against child trafficking and disseminating crucial information to the populace about human trafficking.
Research however shows the level in which the respondents believed that the press covers issues on human trafficking in Ilorin to some extent, thus this indicated that the mass media is very crucial in curbing against human trafficking.
Respondents also believed that moderate prominence was given to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West by these media. The prominence attached to the report is not encouraging because only 32% of the total respondents believe high prominence was given to human trafficking. The implication of the finding is that these media studied does not give much prominence or importance to the evils of human trafficking. 
The result of the above findings showed that neither the press or media users did not see human trafficking as essential enough as to accord it enough for adequate coverage or deemed it important but simply failed in their daily to accord it adequate coverage. In a nutshell, the human trafficking issue in Ilorin West Local government was under-reported by the Nigeria media houses. But notwithstanding, the Nigerian children still have hope as revealed by the study because the ills and maltreatment meted on this children is being protected more than ever before by United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), National Agency For Prohibition and Trafficking In Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs.) and the media. Media campaigns have now influenced people to take action by reporting suspected trafficking and educate others on the ill of this evil work with 41 percent highest score of report. 
Based on the above findings, the following are concluded: Medias (mass media and social media) has a long way to go if human trafficking is to be eradicated in Ilorin West Local Government. Media should be used more efficiently to disseminate information about the ills and danger in trafficking humans.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 SUMMARY
The media are known to be a strong, efficacious & veritable instrument in shaping and ordering social dynamics. It is expected to inform both the public and the government, create a particular view in the minds of the people, educate, sensitize and mobilize the people for actions and campaign against human trafficking. From the findings, it was observed that there is a small but significant number of Nigerians who are giving our country a bad name. Many of them are traffickers of human being.
It is more tragic when our children, the future of our nation, end up being destroyed in this immoral business and criminal activities. We need to do all we can to sustain the fight. Charity begins at home. All of us must put our hands and heads together with the media to create awareness of the evils of human trafficking because it is an issue the country as a whole needs to do something seriously about.
These evil has created a highly dysfunctional society and are acts of offences, not only against humanity, but also against God. Government has however began the battle against Human Trafficking by enacting the Anti-Trafficking in person law in 2003 by setting up a special law enforcement agency known as the National Agency for the prohibition of traffic in persons and other related matters (NAPTIP). However, it must be said that in spite of these efforts, human trafficking incidences in Ilorin West Local Government in Kwara State seem not to be abating. The likely reason for this may be as result of improper implementation of these programmes by these agencies and the biting level of poverty in the land.
5.2 CONCLUSION
The effectiveness of media in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government is a multifaceted and evolving phenomenon. Over the years, media platforms have played a crucial role in raising awareness, disseminating information, and influencing public opinion regarding the grave issue of human trafficking. Through various channels such as television, radio, newspapers, and social media, mass media has served as a powerful tool in educating the Nigerian population about the realities and dangers associated with human trafficking. The impact of these media in sensitizing against human trafficking is evident in the increased public discourse, policy attention, and community engagement on the matter. Media campaigns, documentaries, and news reports have brought the hidden aspects of human trafficking into the limelight, fostering a sense of urgency and collective responsibility to combat this heinous crime. Additionally, the portrayal of survivors' stories, expert insights, and statistical data through mass media has contributed to dispelling myths and misconceptions surrounding human trafficking, fostering a more informed and empathetic society.
5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
The mass media should have a specialized reporter that will give a wider coverage on the evils of trafficking on children on their newspaper, radio and television daily. The press should draw more attention to the dangers of human trafficking on children’s day (May 27), Christmas day (December 25) and other special days by given greater percentage on children in their editorials, features, public opinion and news in their various media houses.
The media should also undertake more investigate reporting in order to unearth all the hidden issues that could assist in apprehending and punishing those behind this human trafficking. The security agents should also be more alive to their duties of protecting lives and property. Anybody found guilty of human trafficking should be made to face the full wrath of the law to serve as deterrent to others. In today’s global village concept, it is expected that the media should rise to the challenge of meeting with the idea of covering or reporting issues concerning children which include evils of human trafficking, in fact report what happens to children in Africa, Asia America, and all over the world.
Governments should invest in education and provide alternative economic opportunities for children. This will greatly reduce the number of those that will be available for trafficking. Countries should be encouraged to take action against this crime at the national level first, supported by international bodies. There should be severe penalty for traffickers at home and at the destination countries. Basic rights of the victims of trafficking must be respected bearing in mind their special needs and predicament. The press should raise awareness about migration related risks and monitoring migration trends within and between countries.
There should be a renewed campaign on the importance of the family, good family name and de-emphasis on materialism. Religious institutions should join United Nations Children Education Fund (UNICEF), National Agency for Prohibition and Trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP), Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the media to condemn the inhumane crime on human trafficking within and outside Nigeria.
Government (political will, legislation and funding), United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), National Agency for Prohibition and Trafficking in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), International Labour Organization (ILO) and Publics should put more force in the fight against human trafficking, that is, showing a strong commitment to combat trafficking. However, the awareness of human trafficking should be translated into action especially by the media at the grassroots level.
The media should put more attention in the fight against trafficking because many families and children will be dependent on the media to inform and educate them about the danger of human trafficking. Open discussion on child protection issue by civil society and media engagement can change attitudes that condone human trafficking, also raising awareness on the effect of human trafficking on health and education of the child will help alleviate children’s vulnerability to trafficking.	
To curtail the incidence of human trafficking, there is the need to increase societal awareness of issues that may affect children. Prevention of human trafficking can be done by changing those individual and community attitude, belief and circumstances which allows trafficking to occur. A well-focused mass media campaign or educational programme has the potential to contribute successfully to community education and prevention of human trafficking and neglect. This is in realization of the fact that the media play significant role in informing people’s attitude and behaviour. Secondly, human trafficking is one important subject that affects the generality of individuals, families, organizations, government and even a nation. Its subject matter and as it relate with or affects the country cannot be exhausted in just one research study. So I hereby recommend that, further research can be done using survey method which will include administering questionnaire to the public.
Subsequent studies should be replicated on a wider dimension, taking cognizance of rapid growth and proliferation of newspaper industries in Nigeria. More so, this current study, Featured only local medias in Nigeria, it will also be good for further studies to reflect its coverage by government owned press or even a comparison of the degree of reportage accorded to it by the privately owned and government owned press.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF MASS COMMUNICATION
QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondent,
I am a student of the above-named institution conducting a research on “Impact of mass media campaign in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government of Kwara State”. This questionnaire is designed for the above topic on the pursuit of award of Higher National Diploma. All answer obtain will be strictly for academic purpose and will be treated with utmost confidence, your cooperation is highly appreciated.
									Yours faithfully
									HND/23/MAC/FT/0088
Introduction: This questionnaire aims to gather insights into impact of mass media campaign in sensitizing against human trafficking in Ilorin West Local Government of Kwara State. Your participation will contribute to a better understanding of the research. Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge and experience. Your responses will remain anonymous and confidential. Thank you for your valuable input.
Section A: Demographic Information
INSTRUCTIONS: Please tick (√) as appropriate to you or write the answer in the space provided.
1. Gender:	 [ ] Male	[ ] Female
2. Age:	  [ ] 18–25	[ ] 26–35    [ ] 36–45	[ ] 46 and above
3. Marital Status:	[ ] Single [ ] Married	[ ] Divorced		[] Widowed
4. Educational Level:	[ ] O’level	[ ] ND	 [ ] HND	[ ] BSC [] MSC and above
5. Occupation: __________________________
Section B: Exposure to Mass Media Campaigns
Please place a tick ( √  ) in the column that best describe	 your answer to each question.
6. Which of the following media do you frequently use? (Check all that apply)
  [ ] Television [ ] Radio	[ ] Newspapers	 [ ] Social Media (e.g., Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter)	[ ] Billboards/Posters	[] Community announcements
7. Have you come across any campaign on human trafficking through the media?
   [] Yes	[ ] No
8. If yes, through which medium? [ ] TV [ ] Radio	[ ] Social Media [ ] Newspapers	[ ] Others (please specify): ____________
9. How often do you see or hear such campaigns?	[ ] Very often [ ] Occasionally	[ ] Rarely	 [ ] Never
Section C: Awareness and Knowledge of Human Trafficking
10. How would you rate your awareness of human trafficking?	[] Very High [ ] High [ ] Moderate	[ ] Low	[ ] None
11. Which of the following do you believe are forms of human trafficking? (Check all that apply)	[ ] Child labor	[ ] Sexual exploitation	[] Forced marriage [ ] Organ harvesting	[ ] Domestic servitude
12. Do you know any signs or indicators of a trafficking victim? [ ] Yes [ ] No
13. Do media carry editorials on human trafficking?	[ ] Yes [ ] No
14. How often do media carry report on human trafficking in Ilorin West? [] Frequently [ ] Occasionally [ ] Rarely	[ ] Almost Never
15. To what extent does the press cover issues of human trafficking in Ilorin? [] Great extent [ ] Some extent [ ] Limited extent	[ ] Not at all
16. What prominence do the media give to issues on human trafficking in Ilorin West?		[] High prominence [ ] Moderate Prominence [ ] Low Prominence	[ ] No Prominence
Section D: Attitudes and Behavioral Impact
Key:	Strongly Agree	SA,	Agree		A,	Neutral N, Disagree	D,		Strongly Disagree	SD
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	17.
	Do you believe mass media campaigns are effective in sensitizing the public against human trafficking?
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Media campaigns have influenced you to take any action (e.g., report suspected trafficking, educate others)?

	
	
	
	
	



	19.
	Any of the media campaign has changed your perception of human trafficking?
	
	
	
	
	



