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CHAPTER ONE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The topic of this project is Rural Development and Local Government Administration

A Local Government is recognize through its function & the provision make the local government economic development of the people with jurisdiction towards improving the living of the local populace are however the rural dwellers. The question that readily comes to the mind, why rural development or who should contribute to rural development noticeably, rural development & local government are interwoven, hence hand in hand.

Rural development implies on the innovation or modernization of sub-towns within the local government which are very far away to the estate or regional government. Local government authority under the 1963 republic & constitution were independent bodies created by the regional government were more appendages with little or no authority” for independent action to state administration that created & appointed them “i”.

Rural development for the use in this country should be potential solid foundation on which a nation’s development built more so, rural development should be seen as the corner stone of a development process of any nations

The raising of the third her government in it’s to have at least half deterioration living condition in rural areas

An effective local government is better placed as a government at the grass root . reducing the level of rural poverty for the development of rural area in the world of education scheme involves a through goings transformation of social structure& extensive mobilization & motivation of the “mass”


However, a government that is far away from the day to day realistic of rural area is unlikely to be equipped with the task of rural development “2”


Rural development as a part of local government endeavors shall be discussed in subsequent chapter ahead.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The scope of this study is the chosen case study Ilorin west local government & its rural environment the topic entails a very wide range but gracefully limited to a local level. However, there are relevance & similarities in a various local authorities, management principle & organization performance but to major concern is rural development.

Nevertheless, in this research work facts & data are the best & accurate, and much relevant to the topic chosen.

1.3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

a. To know local government administration services as our agent of communities development

b. And hoe it’s justify through the visible infrastructural development of which the citizens are beneficiaries

c. To know the historical background of Ilorin-west local government

d. To know the constraint or problems facing local government in rural development

e. To recommend solutions to the problems.
1.4 SINGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Prior to the 1976, a local government reform in Nigeria, the system of local government authorities in Nigeria, the country was cumbersome & diverse each state practicing greatening it own system

Most local authorities were still financially weak & weeded expression on their revenue base.

The most local government area faced with a lot of responsibility & functions even self generated resources are insufficient compared to the needs. Its dutiful task under the law & guide line are to provide both social & economic needs for its people.

To ascertain the validity & genuinely in development of rural areas of Ilorin west local government of Kwara state the following statement could be used to text for any local government validity. The impact of Ilorin west local government as regards development in rural areas.

The distribution analysis of social & economic activities for the rural areas & its populace

1.5 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

This study is organized as indicated below chapter one contained the introduction & background of the terms scope & limitation aims &objective of the study, statement of problems, significance of the study, research methodology, definition of terms and organization of the study & chapter two contain literature review, meaning of local government, objectives of rural development, functions of local government, source of local government finance & problems of local government, while chapter three (3) contained methodology of research sample & population of the study. Source of data methods of data analysis & research problem. And chapter four contains data presentation, interpretation finding which include introduction brief of the case study e.t.c & chapter five contain or consist summary & conclusion also recommendation with bibliography.

1.6 DEFINITION OF THE TERMS

Development is an approach to solving physical problems originating from physical and non physical issues?

It lays stress on self-help on community programmes concerned as part of general development of the country.

ADMINISTRATION:  means the process or act of organizing the way things are done

DEVELOPMENT: means a multi-dimensional re-organization & re-orientation of the entire economy & social system, changes in structures, attitude institution, acceleration of economic growth, redaction of inequality eradication of abject poverty & radical changes in administrative structure.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: local government means a political sub-division of national & regional government which perform functions which nearly all cases receive its legal power form national or regional government but posses some degree of discretion in the making of decision & which normally has some thing powers

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION: it can be defined as the formulation implementation evaluation & modification of public policy
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1
INTRODUCTION


The theory of local government according W.J. Mc Kenzie, a British scholar “there is no theory of local government, there is no normative general theory form which we can revise test table hypothesis about what it is” but contrary to this view, c.s whiteker expressed that no obstacle to analysis will arise there are universally acceptable functions & purposes of democratic demarcation of local government.

The difference between the two positions above is that while the formal had emphasized that no theory of local government was yet in existence that no theory of local government was yet in existence; they later suggested that what yet in existence universally accepted theory. The theory of local government is derived from previous systematic operations or studies on the basis of which general assumptions are made.

2.2
MEANING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT


Local government is the lowest her of government any where 1&1 the world has very important of its multi-purpose in terms of carrying out socio-economic services in the local area stimulating & encouraging local initiatives in community work, promoting the democratic process serving as training ground for national political leaders, serving as medium of communication between the people & his/her hers of government.


According to Nwakwo (1990) local government or local authority is a “government) set up by a central authority or state government as means of ensuring effective administration at the grass roots in other words, a local government is the type of government that keep either the central or state government to carry out effective administration of the country at the grass root level.


According to Akamere (2001) local government is simply & precisely, government at the local level in a system of devolution of powers to the local authority to provide services of a local nature. It is any autonomous or independent body created by law & chargers with the responsibilities of administering & dealing with matters of local importance within a defined area by the laws that created them.

The guideline for local government at the local level excised through representative councils established by law to exercised specific powers within defined areas.


OCA (1984) defined local government as a political sub-division of a nation or state which is constitute by law & has substantial control of local affairs including the powers to impose taxes or the exact labor for prescribed purpose.


According to Sady (1962:132) the term local government refer to a “political sub-division of a nation or (in a federal system) state which as constituted by law & has substantial control of local affairs including the power to impose taxes or to exact labor for prescribed purpose. The government body of such as activities is elected or otherwise locally, elected

2.3
THEORETICAL TREND IN THINKING


Rural areas is an uncomplicated area characterized area characterized by simplicity & lacking sophistication this related to people living in the part of an administration, region of a country. To understand the rural phenomena’s one has to go into the wiser socio economic structure some commendation have attributed economic backwardness? Traditionalism t0 the areas, suggesting that these are the major ingredient to national economic development. The present day rural dwellers in Nigeria are never adopted to positive changes but rather years for such. The level of living standard of the contributed substantially to the foreign earnings of the country have not change substantially, significantly from what it was in the colonial era. The major constraint on rural transformation in Nigeria a poverty & lack of social amenities


Apart from agricultural development, the focus of rural development project & programmes includes generation of new employment, more equitable distribution of income health improvement, low cost housing & creation of incentive among others

2.4
FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT


The functions of local government as identified in the guidelines for local government reform (1976) are :

i. To make appropriate service & development activities responsive to local wishes & initiative by devolving order legating them to local representative bodies

ii. To facilitates the exercise of democracies self government close to the local levels of our society & to encourage initiatives & leadership potential

iii. To mobilized human & materials resources through the involvement of the members of their local development

iv. To provide a two-way channel of communication between local communities & government (both state & federal) 

Sady (1962) also summarized the purpose of local government as follows:

1. Making programmes to faster social & economic betterment at local communities

2. Training people in the art of self government

3. Strengthening national unity

4. Increasing the people understanding & supported of social & economic development & as a result of gaining the benefits of their own

2.5
SOURCES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE


Broadly the sources of reviews for local government of finance are two, the internal & external sources.


According to Beyela (1986) the main sources of local government revenue are identical all over the world.

INTERNAL SOURCES : These are also often referred to as the internally generated revenue (I.G.R) these include:

1) TAXES AND RATES: This consist of direct & indirect taxes such as income tax in all taxable adults tax paid by property owners one their properties which is determined by the local government tenement rate is paid by those who rants such properties

2) FEES AND FINES

Licenses fees such as:

1) Radio & television fees

2) Vehicle licenses

3) Liquor licenses

4) Handcart & bicycle licenses

5) Dog hearses

Fines are payment made for contravening local government bye laws

3) Incomes from capital investments, draining profits & social services such as

i) Proceeds from economic project written in the local government area e.g plantations

ii) Income generated from maintenance of market parks, public convenience cemeteries e.t.c

iii) Income derived from registration of marriages birth & deaths

iv) Income derived from regulation & control of our door advertising & keeping of pets

v) Income derived from naming of street & roads

vi) Merriment every

vii) Interest & dividends

viii) Commercial undertaking &grants

EXTERNAL SOURCES: These by far constitute the greater percentage of local government revenue in Nigeria, in other words, the bulks of local government financed are sourced externally revenue from the source includes

1. Statutory Allocations

The 1979 constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria section subsection 6 state subject to the provision of this constitution

a) The national assembly of a state shall make provision for statutory allocation of public revenue to local government in the federation

b) The house of assembly of a state shall make provision for statutory allocation of public revenue 00 local government councils within the states

2. Consequently the allocation of revenue act of 1981 provided that the amount standing to the credit of federation account shall be distributed among the various government in Nigeria as following

a) Federal government 5865 %

b) State government 315%

c) Local government council 10%

Section five of the out stipulated that the addiction to the allocation made from the federation account under section 1, of this act to local government councils. They shall be paid by each state- in the federation to the state joint local government account in each quarter of the financial year a sum representing percent of the total revenue for the quarter of the state concerned.

Section 7 subsection for of the 1989, constitution also pounded that 

(a) The national assembly shall make provision for allocation of public revenue to local government in the federation

(b) The house of assembly of a state shall make allocation of the public revenue to local governments

In 1991, in the budget speech the Babagida administration retuned the iterates usurped: primary education & primary health care to the local government from the state and increased the councils allocation to 15% subsequently 20% section 162 (5) of the 1999 constitute provides that;

The amount standing to the credit of local government councils in the federation account shall also be allocated to the state for the benefit of their local government councils on such terms and in such manner as maybe prescribed by the national assembly
SECTION 162 (7) state

Each state shall pay to the local governments council in its area of jurisdiction such proportion of its total revenues of such & in such manner as may be prescribed by the national assembly. Section 162 (8) went further to provide that, the amount standing to the credit of local government council of state shall be distributed among the local government council of that state in such farms & in such manner as may be prescribed by the house of Assembly of the state. Grants & Aids

i) General Grants; Finance or revenue from the sources can be spent by the local government on any of its services or capital projects.

ii) Rate Equalization Grants: This is paid to make up for loss in income tax & rate revenue resulting from central government controls

iii) Specific Grants; These referred to money paid as a percentage of our approved expenditure in respect of any specific services reordered on behalf of the state government during the previous fiscal year by local authority

2.5 PROBLEMS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

i) Inadequate Fund: local government do not have enough funds with which they operate their responsibilities are far greater than fund allocated to them.

ii) Embezzlement: Some countries officials embezzle fund grant to the councils this reduce the “ amount of funds available for public services

iii) Bribery and Corruption: Some councils official demand & take bribe before they perform their normal duties

iv) Nepotism and Favoritis:  Some council officials used their authority to give under favor relation & friends for instance in awarding of contracts

v) Lack of Qualified Personnel’s: Some council officials clacks the required qualification for their jobs this affect the efficiency of local government

vi) Pontifical Interference: The  central of state government to interfere underely with the work of local government or councils. This slow down progress in local government services

vii) Inefficient Personnel’s: Some council personnel’s one are very inefficient this affect productivity

viii) The Rise of Local Government: Some local government are so small to the extent that they are unable to generate enough funds to perform their function

ix) Interference From the Central Government: Frequent interference by the central or state government limits local government autonomy. Contribution to this activities & of personal & group adjustment needed
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLY

3.1
INTRODUCTION


The method of data collection being used is based on relevant existing data based on topic personal interview based on personal interview based on questionnaire and oral interview were also use are lecture, handout , textbook as well as periodic journal all of which constitute secondary data.


Revenue has been seen as being a vital instruction in any organization goals which Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state will not be an exception.

3.2
 SAMPLE AND POPULATION OF THE STUDY 

In all eighty (80) questionnaire were administer out of which twenty (20) were meant for the top official of the organization while sixty (60) were meant for the organization junior employee. The key top officials of the organization were interview 

3.3
SOURCES OF DATA


Essentially, data for this research were gathered through employee. Questionnaire as a research instrument given to employee to complete & data were also gathered to record & fill the organization this include the historical background of organization, numbers of employee & the structures of the organization. There are primary data.


Secondary data were gathered though the view of relevant literature such as local government’s publication, journal, past work on the subject matter & various textbook on the topics, since questionnaire had proved to be a very good instrument for data gathering. It had been used in this study as a major tool for collections the questionnaire were designed in such a way that it was simple easy to complete & quite interesting.


The choice of questionnaire as a major tools used in gathering data for this research work was due to its immense & overriding advantage over the other tools used in gathering data. It is cheaper in terms of time & of finance, it can cover a wide range of respondent within a short time like the interview techniques where much time is spent in interview respondents. The questionnaire techniques also ensures individuals judgment valve it also prevent irrevant information from the respondent because it provides for them scope of answer to choose from.

3.4
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS


The method that was adopted in the analysis of that gathered in this project work is simple percentile & frequency distribution method, these were used in order to ensure accuracy & preciseness in the data analysis

3.5
RESEARCH PROBLEM


There are number of problems that were encountered in the process of conducting this research, these are:

i. Non- availability of some vital information most information are not documented, some information are considered as top secret & as such, there is outright refused on the past of the management to diverge such information

ii.  Time is another constraint on the par t of the personnel, most of them are often too busy to complete questionnaire given to them & this create a lot of delay in the project completion.  

iii. There was also difficulty in getting the needed materials such as relevant textbook

iv. The cost involved in going to the organization for collection of data

v. And lastly the inherent difficulty involved in coordinating research of this nature with other academic work

CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS

4.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter contain the an sis-of various data extracted from respondents in the course of undertaking the study data itself was extracted mainly through the application of the self administered questionnaire. The questionnaire contain a design reflection of the nature of the role of local government in rural development within the study setting that is the Ilorin west local government council. The analysis were illustrated blow in the personal characteristics of respondent who’s opinion were structured question are arranged in the other section

4.2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ILORIN WEST LOCLA GOVERNMENT

Ilorin advert local government which was part of head quarter of Ilorin native authority under Ilorin province in the old Northern region of Nigeria with creation of state in 1967, Ilorin west local government came to being there  were twelve (12) local government area as at that time in 1976 two other local government area were however carried out of the formal Ilorin local government area with the creation of additional state by Babaryide administration in 1991, Ilorin local government area was further divided into responsibilities to enable it provide the most needed local services

Organization structure & staffing of local government strictly in line with the federal military of government guide line on the forms, all our local government councils directly responsible to the councils is the chief executive or secretary of the local government who is appointed under section 84 of the edict . in 1991, section 84 of the edit was amended to allow the chairman appoint his own secretary who will equally go with him/her or completing his terms of office in edition to being the chief executive the secretary is also the most sensor member of the staff. The local government headquarters is subdivided into six functional department each consisting of a suitable number of a related units as follow, administration department, finance department, national resources department, medical department.

Politically, we have reformed the age long system of district administration this involves the division of each local government who are into suitable of member descried. They are divided into village need. Each village area is further sub-divided into health or in rural areas & wards in urban area

A hamlet or wards consist of a group of house hold or amenities the objective of most effectives administrative structure at the grass root must be ensured through staffing of each local area.

4.3 PRESENTATION OF DATA

Table 1: Sex Distribution

	Alternatives 
	Question Issues
	Question Return
	Percentage %

	Male
	23
	2

3
	57.5%

	Female
	17
	1

7
	42.5%

	Total
	40
	4

0
	100%


Source; researchers field survey 2025

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondent

	Alternatives 
	Question Issues
	Question Return
	Percentage %

	21-30
	3
	3
	7.5%

	31-40
	17
	17
	42.5%

	41-51
	19
	19
	47.5%

	51 and above
	1
	1
	2.5%

	Total 
	40
	40
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey 2025

Table 3: Department Distribution of Respondent

	Alternative 
	Question Issues
	Question Return
	Percentage %

	Admin Staff
	5
	5
	12.5%

	Finance & Acc
	2
	2
	5%

	Works
	13
	13
	32.5%

	Health
	5
	5
	12.5%

	Agriculture
	7
	7
	7.5%

	Education
	8
	8
	20%

	Total
	40
	40
	100%


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey 2025


The table above show that the researcher has tremendous number of respondent in view of this y fourth (40) responded positively towards the collection of  the questionnaire the reason for the classification of staff in the above table in accordance & respect to their various position is to know the different view & opinion of the councils staff holding various position in the organization

Table 4: Religion Distribution of a Respondent

	Alternative 
	Question Issues
	Question Return
	Percentage %

	Muslim
	25
	25
	55.5%

	Christianity
	15
	15
	33.3%

	Pega
	5
	5
	11.11%

	Total 
	45
	45
	100%


  Source: Researcher’s field survey 2025


The table show that 25 response, representing 55.5% of respondent are Muslim, that is there was large numbers of Muslim in the office while 15 respondent representing 33.33% of respondent are Christian & 5 response represent 11.11% of respondent are Pega i.e their number in office

Table 4: Marital Status

	Alternatives 
	Question Issues
	Question Return
	Percentage %

	Muslim
	25
	25
	55.5%

	Christianity
	15
	15
	33.33%

	Pega
	5
	5
	11.11%

	Total
	45
	45
	100


Source: Researcher’s Field Survey 2025


The table above shows that 20 of response which represent 33.3% of respondent are single & 25 response which represent 41.7% of the respondent are married while 15 people which represent 25 percent of respondent are allowed i.e those who have cost their husband

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

5.1
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS


Every local government is faced with development aspect within it geographical areas it also see to the formulation of policies & the implementation of such political & personnel policies. The issue of rural development among other can barred road portable water, electricity, better medical facilities, greater employment opportunities, better education, greater recreational & entertainment facilities, greater exposure of information, greater access to commemoration facilities, greater exposure of information, greater access to communication facilities greater access to self determination opportunities. This all seems reserved to urban dwellers & yet the rural dweller are also human however, this inequality must be recessed through the empirical data collected. The study has shown that persistent effort of the local government on the development of these area have improved greatly the standard of living of its rural dwellers as can be seen from this case study much could & can be seen from. This case study much could & can be done however, if this & many others local government are given better much more bigger assistant from the central government. It would go a long way in performing efficiently & effectively

5.2
CONCLUSION


Some progrrammes of rural development must articulate utilization for energies of the rural population & the resources of their environment such that their, output, their productivity & quality of their life can be greatly enhanced conscious & deliberate effort must be made through education & general enlightenment to reduce or eliminate unwanted waste & protect the rural population from destabilizing changes


Local government as the matter of emphasis must be seen & treated as the wheel & hub of progressive change & development in rural areas. A important aspect such recognition is also needed to organized the rural populace so that they can serve effectively as monitoring factor to enhance accountability & increase check & balance in the process of development & of ensuring optimal utilization of allocated society becomes, the greater are the danger of allocation, the affect of individual citizen so much that their environment all well being., are being decided by remote & impersonal force which type do not understanding & cannot influence. It as only through local maintained


Which ever way we look at it, grass root integrated rural development is a fundamental compelling & immediate necessity for us. It is indeed much more than a must, it is our immediate future. It in the true socio-foundation on which it can be use to build ourselves & our communities the very best place each can possibly be.

5.3
RECOMMENDATIONS


Noted among the numerous data collected is whether there may problem that confront rural development. To remedy these problem alternative strategies relating to pressing situation are placed & examined. However, these already in existences should be properly taken care of by the insufficient finance, the local committee or communities & wealth individuals should make constitution where necessary the government cannot really satisfy the public at once at the same time.


Education health & nutrition of the rural dweller is rested on the local government & communities. This can be seen by the recent nine (9) years adoption & compulsory education by the federal government.


The boast education in the rural areas romantic was planned now practiced  implemented won planning & housing for the rural dwellers have to be reviewed  the current status of housing, the traditional pattern of building & have housing have stood the test of time & are generally good materials used in building thatched roofing which is usually not durable. All that is need is better utilization of these materials to improve quality of housing durability.


A research into local building & models of traditional architecture is a scene to improve quality of housing in rural areas.
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