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Abstract

The study investigated the accessibility and use of periodicals among postgraduate students in
Adeleke University, Ede. The descriptive survey design was adopted. The population of the study
was 411 respondents drawn from all the departments running postgraduate programs in the
university. The sample for the study was 411 and total enumeration sampling technique was used
because no sampling was done due to the number of postgraduate students involved. Research
questions were raised and answered. The instrument used for data collection was the
questionnaire and copies of them were collected and analysed using frequency, mean and standard
deviation to answer the research questions. The study found that the tools viable for the
accessibility of periodicals are: subject, titles and keywords. The study also revealed that
postgraduate students use periodicals by searching, downloading and locating them from multiple
sources and retrieve them to meet their information needs. The study also revealed that the
postgraduate students used periodicals only for academic purposes. The study concluded that
accessibility influenced the use of periodicals among postgraduate students in Adeleke University,
Ede. The study’s contribution to knowledge is that accessibility and visibility were significant for
the use of periodicals in university libraries. The study recommended that: Serials librarians
should maintain and sustain the methods of accessibility adopted to enhance usage of periodicals,
more attention should be paid in the areas of visibility and accessibility tools; and efforts should
be made to augment print and electronic periodicals for use by postgraduate students.

Keywords: Periodicals, Postgraduate Students, Investigating, Accessibility, Use, Adeleke
University, Ede
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