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Abstract
This study probes the influence of selection and acquisition procedures on legal information materials in University of Ilorin law library. Case study was adopted in this study. The population of this study are the Collection Development Librarian of University of Ilorin Library, the Librarian and staff of University of Ilorin Law Library. Sample size of this study is the 12 staff of University of Ilorin law library. Census enumerative was adopted for this study. Questionnaire and interview was used to collect data from the respondents. Findings from this study revealed that accessibility of the materials, authority and up-to-datedness are the criteria used in selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library. Also, encyclopedias of Law, court cases/law reports and law journals are the types of legal information materials selected and acquired in the University of Ilorin Law Library. More so, this study revealed that Selection and acquisition help in following established policies and guidelines, ensure judicious spending of library’s budget and ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users of University of Ilorin Law Library. However, economic instability, inadequate funding and lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries are the challenges affecting University of Ilorin Law Library from selecting and acquiring legal information materials. Finally one of the recommendations of this study is management of University of Ilorin should adequately fund the University of Ilorin Library, so that it can cater for the needs of users across other branch/faculties and departmental libraries.
Keywords: Selection, acquisition procedures, Legal materials, University of Ilorin, Law library. 



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background to the Study
Legal profession, as a learned discipline requires quality, adequate and up-to-date information materials which legal professionals can always use as sound bases for legal interpretations, policy analysis and becoming victorious in litigations. Hence, libraries are crucial to the excellence and credibility of legal practice and libraries that are established for housing legal information materials are known as law libraries. Law libraries, according to Anaeme (2015) are libraries specifically designed to provide materials to enhance legal information provision for education, research, and practices.
Garmon (2018) posited that law libraries can be categorised as special libraries. They are considered to be special because they are libraries established, organised and maintained with the motive of offering intellectual support to a specific user group or discipline. The information resources of special libraries are tailored towards a particular topic, subject or field of study, which professionals in that field of study can be using to acquire new knowledge and update the existing ones. This submission is therefore to reinforce the point that law libraries are akin to the sustenance of the legal profession (Anaeme, 2015; Ajetumobi, 2017).
Ubwa, Gbuushi, Ianna and Iornum (2020) noted that law libraries play a key role in the quest for meeting legal information needs of law students and legal practitioners. Law Libraries collects legal academic research materials for access and provides physical space for law students and legal practitioners. Legal information materials promote access to knowledge and information, expand opportunities to be in contact with up-to-date and high-quality materials, enhance bibliographic research and provide tools for developing and updating personal bibliographic material collections. Therefore, legal information materials are important to law students, legal researchers and other people interested in the subject of Law.
Law libraries are stocked with basic and advanced legal materials required in their holdings to satisfy the information needs of their clientele. The basic functions of law libraries are to acquire and provide basic law materials in print and non-print formats for research to enhance quick, efficient justice administration by the courts and to equip legal practitioners with various citations and injunctions needed for studying, proceedings and litigations (Anaeme, 2015). Garmon (2018) asserted that law libraries serve as a one-stop shopping center, providing legal information materials to users without the hassle of dealing with individual publishers and staff.
Ajetunmobi (2017) viewed legal information resources as the products of interactions legal practitioners with their environments and others issues concerning their profession. These interactions include data, laws and procedures, emotional responses as well as statement of morality and ethics as produced and communicated by human beings interacting with the world and each other. The growth in the amount of legal information materials has increased how law libraries should select and acquire legal information resources in their collections (Agwunobi & Umoren, 2020). This makes secondary sources of legal information materials and other finding tools such as abstracts, author/titles, indexes, bibliographies, etc., to be highly relevant in the collection development procedures of law libraries.
Selection and acquisition are highly important in the process of building the collections of all libraries, law libraries inclusive. Selection is the process of choosing or picking information materials that deserved to be acquired by law libraries. Its activities are just one of the services used by law libraries for collection development purposes. Their functions involve serving as a new title pre-selection service, saving collection development staff hours of time sifting through thousands of new publisher offerings to access the materials that meet their specific collection needs, resulting in far more efficient use of library staff time (Garmon, 2018). 
Selection of legal information materials has different frameworks. For instance, the title-by-title selection framework allows librarians and faculty to jointly responsible for book selection. The two groups may select books independently, or faculty may submit their recommendations to liaison librarians, law librarians or subject bibliographers for approval (Walters et al., 2020). Selection is an integral part of information resource development, which without it, selection of appropriate legal information materials is not possible. 
The process of selection of legal information materials involves the use of tools, guides or sources giving information about different publications. These sources, in their turn, may either give information of existing publications and/or new and forthcoming publications. While to the former belong the category of bibliographies and published. Many catalogues emanating from publishers, printers, booksellers, etc., the latter - namely, sources for new and forthcoming publications - are brought out by a number of booksellers in the form of an announcement service/mechanism for new publications (Information Resources Development, 2017). 
Acquisitions or Library Acquisitions of legal information materials is the process or act of acquiring selected legal materials for law libraries in all formats including digital items and maintaining the necessary records related to acquisitions (Librarianship Studies and information Technology, 2021). Acquisition of legal information materials is also the process of obtaining library materials to satisfy the needs of users of law libraries. It is a means by which books and non-books legal information materials are added to the collections of law libraries (Nnadozie, 2006, as cited in Adesanya, 2015).
Acquisition refers to the process of securing legal information materials for law libraries’ collections, either by purchasing, gift or through exchange. Fabiyi (2007 as cited in Abdulsalami and Arowolo, 2019) defined acquisition as the act of procuring of legal information materials that are going to be purchased from the publisher or from the open market.  Abdulsalami and Arowolo (2019) stressing the acquisition procedures asserted that acquisition of legal information materials follow the laid down principles stating what, how and where legal information materials can be acquired for law libraries. It consist of the methods of acquiring new legal information materials to the collections of the law library through donating, ordering and purchasing. 
Adesanya (2015) opined that it is the responsibilities of law libraries to recognize that legal information materials are controversial; every legal information material has its user, and every user needs legal information materials. Therefore, decisions must not be made on the basis of any anticipated approval or disapproval, but solely on the title in relation to building the collection, considering the interests of users of law libraries. Since both selection and acquisition are like Siamese-twins that are highly essential to building the collections of law libraries, it thus become important for this study to find out the implications of selection and acquisition procedures of legal information materials as they pertain to University of Ilorin Law Library.
1.1.2	Historical Background of University of Ilorin Law Library
The Faculty of Law, University of Ilorin is one of the foremost law faculties in Nigeria. The faculty was initially established in 1983 as a unit in the Department of Business Administration, under the headship of Professor Eyitayo Lambo. By 1984, it was upgraded into a full department in the Faculty of Business and Social sciences. The then head of the law department was Professor R.W. James (Faculty of Law, 2022).
Because the law programme was housed in the Faculty of Business and Social sciences, the National University Commission (NUC) refused to recognise the programme. Consequently, department was closed down in 1987. However, in her desire to meet a cardinal objective of the University of Ilorin, which is to provide a sound university education in law, the management of the university made efforts to satisfy the requirements necessary for the establishment of a law faculty in Nigeria. The fruitful efforts led to the restoration of the Faculty of Law, university of Ilorin in 1994. 
Upon restoration, the revitalised and rebranded Faculty of Law commenced the operation of two undergraduate law programmes in law. To wit:
(i) Bachelor of Laws degree in common law; LLB (Common Law) and
(ii) Bachelor of Laws degree in common and Islamic law; LLB (Common & Islamic Law)
 Since its second coming, the Faculty has continued to strive to rank amongst leading faculties of law in Nigeria. Both the Common Law and Common and Islamic Law programmes have received accreditation from the NUC in 2005 and 2008 respectively. Indeed, an indication of the leading position of the Faculty of Law, UNILORIN is the fact that the faculty was ranked third by the NUC in the 2004 Ranking of Nigerian Universities (Faculty of Law, 2022)..
The Law Library is located in the Faculty of Law Building. It provides the users with books and journals in both print and electronic formats. Its services are rendered primarily to staff and students in the Faculty of Law.
The Law Library is responsible for registration of Law Library users; charging and discharging of library materials; maintaining the reserved collections; shelving of new materials and re-shelving of consulted materials; conducting shelf-reading regularly; processing new Library materials; maintaining statistics and generating reports of users and consulted materials; provision of Current Awareness Services to staff and students; provision of Selective Dissemination of Information to staff and students; provision of Reference services; provision of reprographic services; and provision of electronic and Internet services (Library University of Ilorin, 2022).


1.2	Statement of the Problem
Selection involves the systematic processes of identifying the information materials that should be acquired by a library, while acquisition involves the various processes of securing information materials that will be housed and used by a library in providing information to its users. Selection and acquisition are different but complementary activities that are performed to ensure adequate provision of quality and reliable information materials to users of all libraries. They are both strategic and logical in nature, because various factors have to be considered when they are being performed. 
In respect to legal materials, the selection and acquisition procedures being followed are expected to have great implications on the legal information materials that will be available in the library (Ajetunmobi, 2017). Legal information materials, as subject-oriented information materials requires deep understanding of the subject of law, the complexities around it and most importantly the format at which legal information materials are available. Having these knowledge enables Law Librarians, Selection and Acquisition Committee members have insights of prospective legal information materials that are suitable for the diversity of users of law libraries. 
However, it has been reported that inadequate selection tools, lack of written collection development policy, inadequate subject expert to select suitable legal materials, inadequate funding, lack of vendors with integrity amongst others have been the bane of efficient and effective selection and acquisition procedures of legal information materials (Agwunobi & umoren, 2020; Garmon, 2018). The foregoing therefore, lays the foundation for this study to be designed to find out the influence of selection and acquisition procedures of legal information materials as they pertain to University of Ilorin Law Library.



1.3	Objectives of the Study
The broad objective of this study is to investigate the implications of selection and acquisition procedures legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library.
The specific objectives are:
1. To find out the personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library,
2. To identify the tools used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library,
3. To examine the criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library,
4. To find out the types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library,
5. To identify the benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library, and;
6. To find out the factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library.
1.4	Research Questions
This study aims at answering the following questions:
1. Who are the personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
2. What are the tools used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
3. .What are the criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
4. What are the types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library?
5. What are the benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library?
6. What are the factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
1.5	Significance of the Study
This study will be of immense benefits to Selection and Acquisition Librarians, Law Librarians, Law Subject Specialists, Collection Development Committees, administrators of Law Libraries, legal practitioners and vendors of legal information materials. Selection and Acquisition Librarians will benefit from this study because it will reveal the standardised procedures that should be followed in the process of selection and acquisition of legal information materials, while Law Librarian will derive values from this study by learning how to be deeply involved in the selection and acquisition of legal information material. 
The importance of this study to Law Subject Specialists and Collection Development Committees is central around exposing their roles in the efficient and effective selection of legal information materials that are relevant and suitable to the information needs of the targeted legal practitioners; administrators of Law Libraries and legal practitioners by revealing different legal information materials that can be selected and acquired in law libraries, while vendors of legal information materials will also find importance in this study by exposing some of the unethical practices they engage in, which are affecting the selection and acquisition of legal information materials.


1.6	Scope and Limitations of the Study 
This study will focus on University of Ilorin Law Library with the aim of investigating the implications of selection and acquisition procedures of its legal information materials. The staff of University of Ilorin Law Library and Collection Development Committee members are hereby expected to be the participants for this study.
The limitations this study may encounter are: insufficient staff of the Law Library, inadequate legal information materials, inadequate funding of the Law Library, inadequate up-to-date information materials on acquisition and selection of legal material, insufficient finance from the researcher’s end and inadequate time to explore deeply, other factors implicating selection and acquisition procedures, which the existing literature haven’t covered.
1.7	Operational Definition of Terms
Influence: This are the affect, control or conducts that selection and acquisition procedures are expected to have on selected and acquired legal information materials of University of Ilorin Law Library.
Selection: This is the act or process of choosing or picking legal information materials that will be acquired by the University of Ilorin Law Library, based on some criteria.
Acquisition: This is the act or process of buying or securing legal information materials for the possession of University of Ilorin Law Library.
Selection and Acquisition Procedures: These are established, official or certain ways that are expected to have implications on the process of selecting and acquiring legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library.
Legal Information Materials: These are information carriers that solely contain legal information, whose selection and acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library are expected to be implicated by the established procedures.
University of Ilorin: This is a Federal Government of Nigeria owned tertiary institution of learning in Ilorin that train high-level manpower, where the procedures for selection and acquisition are expected to have implications on legal information materials in its Law Library.
University of Ilorin Law Library: This is a branch of University of Ilorin library that is solely devoted to selecting, acquiring, organising, preserving and disseminating legal information materials, based on the implications of the established procedures.










CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW RELATED LITERATURE
2.1	Introduction
This chapter reviewed related works on the topic understudying, with a view to explaining the concepts, observations, positions, assertions and opinions of scholars and authorities on it. For the sake of clarity, this chapter is therefore arranged in the following order:
2.2 Concept of Law Libraries
2.3 Concept of Selection of Legal Information Materials
2.4 Concept of Acquisition of Legal Information Materials
2.5 Tools Used for Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials
2.6 Criteria Used in Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials
2.7 Types of Legal Information Materials Selected and Acquired by Law Libraries
2.8 Benefits of Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials in Law Libraries
2.9 Challenges of Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials in Law Libraries
2.10 Summary of the Literature Reviewed
2.2	Concept of Law Libraries
A law library is a collection of legal materials consisting of law information organized for use of those seeking to qualify as, or who have qualified as lawyers and those enacting or administering law (Ukpanah and Afolabi, 2011). Academic law libraries are libraries established in faculties of law in institutions of higher learning such as the university and the Nigerian Law School (Anyaegbu & Obiozor-Ekeze, 2013). A law library is a library designed to assist law students, attorneys, judges and their clients and anyone who finds it necessary to correctly determine the state of the law. Law libraries have been recognized as the ‘heart’ of every law faculty in every university. It is the pivot on which the faculties of law revolve for attainment of their educational excellence, goals and objectives. To achieve the above objectives, law libraries must strive to build adequate law collections that are adequate in both quality and quantity.
Anyaegbu and Obiozor-Ekeze (2013) posited that as peculiar to Nigeria, the academic law libraries are established to support the NUC Benchmark for Legal Education (2004), which stated that “the undergraduate academic law training should equip the student to have a broad general knowledge and exposure to other disciplines in the process of acquiring legal education. The academic legal education is therefore two-pronged. First it serves as a stimulus to stir the students into the critical analysis and examination of the prevailing social, economic and political system of his community. Secondly it should serve as an intellectual exercise aimed at studying and assessing the operation, efficiency and relevance of various rules of law in society.”
A law library is a special library serving the specific needs of its users. The users include members of the legal profession, that is, practicing lawyers, judges, magistrates, state counsels, law teachers, law students, members of the House of Assembly, House of Representative and Senate. The primary mission of the law library or academic law library is to meet the information needs of the law faculty staff and students of the institution it supports. Library collections are total accumulation of books and other information materials owned by a library, and are expected to be geared towards meeting the objectives of the parent institution (Onwudinjo, 2015).
The British Standard for Law Libraries (2010) asserted that law libraries or academic law libraries remain a crucial resource in legal education and legal practice, with the aim of assisting their users to meet their information needs on research and teaching objectives. Law libraries or academic law libraries are usually manned by librarians who have a keen interest in and a duty to promote access to justice in the various law libraries in which he/she works, be they academic, firm, state, court and county, or special. Law librarians have the knowledge, skills, and resources to provide self-represented litigants with needed information and assistance and provide referrals to legal resources in the community. 
The law library’s mission is to play a major role in enhancing access to justice for all, a critical component in a legitimate democratic society. It plays this role by providing legal information and tools to those engaged with the justice system, including litigants and those facing legal issues, attorneys, court staff, the judiciary and other governmental organizations, regardless of where they are physically (Zorza, 2012; Onwudinjo, 2015). In order to do so, law libraries partner broadly with courts, bar associations, access to justice organizations, community organizations, and government. The law library recognizes that the information needed to assist differing constituencies will depend on their needs and in fulfillment of its mission the law library will pay continued attention to these varying and changing needs, and assist in identifying, developing, and deploying the information, tools, educational programs and resources that will best meet these access needs.
Law libraries have long served a variety of constituencies, and are well-positioned to assume a broader role, with a particular focus on those historically excluded from access to justice. Put another way, law libraries have great potential to play an important role in making the judicial system more user-friendly and accessible for people without lawyers. Moreover, there are many examples of law libraries across the country that have already embraced this role, and have experimented and innovated to make a major contribution to access to justice. These changes have been made possible by broad changes taking place in courts, in technology, and in our conceptual understandings of the way that legal information is appropriately provided, particularly to those without lawyers.
2.3	Concept of Selection of Legal Information Materials
Selection of legal information materials is used as a genic term covering the selection of both book and non-book legal information materials for a law library or academic law library (Shou & Kimaro, 2021). Selection of legal information materials involves looking for the strengths and weaknesses in an item and how it might or might not match the needs of the collection.
Selection of legal information materials is the process of deciding which legal information materials should be added to the collection of a law library or academic law library. Selection decisions are usually made on the basis of reviews and standard collection development tools by law librarians designated as selectors in the subject areas of Law, based on their interests and fields of specialization (Irwin & Albee, 2015). 
Ashikuzzaman (2022) asserted that selection of legal information materials is an important technique for the maintenance of book stock in a law library or academic law library. Shou and Kimaro (2021) argued that selection of legal information materials must be precede acquisition. Selection of legal information materials that will be acquired by a law library or academic law library. The reason for selection of legal information materials heavily depends on the users of the law library.
Gregory (2011) shared the following general rules of selection of legal information materials:
1. Library materials are best selected on the basis of suitability for inclusion in the collection.
2. The collection should be an unbiased source of information that represents as many points of view as possible.
3. Subjects should be covered in a manner appropriate to the library's anticipated users' needs.
4. No materials should be excluded from the collection because of the race, religion, gender, nation origin, sexual preference, or political view of the author, the materials, or the user.
Irwin and Albee (2015) and Ashikuzzaman (2022) stressed that there are two types of selection of legal information materials. They pointed out current and retrospective selection of legal information materials. They viewed current selection as the type of selection that involves purchases of titles that are new or recently released. In this system, selectors are purchasing the newest or latest legal information materials.
Retrospective selection on the other hand means that selectors of legal information materials select legal information materials that were published during an earlier time. Retrospective selection is done to be filling gaps or buying historically significant legal information materials law libraries should have in their collection. This type of selection often occurs when a new program is added such as a specific aspect of Law, or a topic of Law suddenly becomes popular. For retrospective acquisitions, the selectors of legal information materials will consider research value, importance to the collection and cost of acquisition and preservation (if it is an older item this could be an issue).
Legal information materials required a certain level of understanding and insights before they can be selected. The selection is mostly done by law librarians whose experiences play a major role in the selection process. Successful law librarians select legal information materials on the basis of their rich and long experience. Irwin and Albee (2015) submitted that in academic law libraries, selection of legal information materials may also be done by members of the Faculty of Law. These libraries may also use an approval plan or blanket order plan to assist selectors. Library patrons also recommend titles for purchase, especially in libraries that provide a suggestion box.

2.4	Concept of Acquisition of Legal Information Materials
Acquisition of legal information materials is the process of obtaining legal books and other legal information materials for a law library or academic law library.  Acquisition of legal information materials involves the provision of current information which supports the information needs of users of law libraries or academic law libraries as a result of proper selection. 
Acquisitions of legal information materials are essential if a law library is to exist and continue to meet the needs of its users (Ezeh, 2020). Acquisition of legal information materials is done in order to acquire current legal information materials about law discipline to satisfy users. It also involves the acquisition of relevant technologies to support management and provision of legal information services and also to make the replacement of lost or damaged legal information materials. Acquisition of legal information materials is done when the selection process is already done.
Mwilongo (2020) affirmed that acquisition of legal information materials is done in law libraries or academic law libraries in order to add more volume of books that will add value to the information needs of its users. Shou and Kimaro (2021) posited that acquisition of legal information materials is carried out through the following:
1. Acquisition of legal information materials by direct purchase: Direct purchase is the buying of legal information materials by the law library directly from the open market or through the books' vendors. 
2. Acquisition of legal information materials by gift/donation: This refers to legal information materials that are donated to the law library freely by individual or groups. Gift are very valuable sources of enriching the law library book collection. Most law libraries receive books and other library materials as gift from individuals, institutions, libraries and organizations, country and others.
3. Acquisition of legal information materials by exchange: This is concrete arrangement between law libraries that have common needs for exchange of published legal information materials. In using this method of acquisition, law libraries can enter into agreements among themselves. Acquisition of legal information materials by exchange involves an arrangement whereby a law library exchange its duplicate or especially purchased items for those of another law library or libraries (Mwilongo, 2020; Shou & Kimaro, 2021). 
4. Acquisition of legal information materials by bequeath: This type of acquisition of legal information materials involves the process whereby an individual, maybe a notable lawyer or legal practitioner transfer all his or her legal information materials to the possession of a law library or academic law library.
5. Acquisition of legal information materials by legal deposit: This happens in a situation where there is a legal provision that all legal information materials published should be deposited to a law library or academic law library. This acquisition process is not applicable all libraries. The libraries that always enjoy the acquisition privilege are national libraries and libraries in tertiary institutions, with a Faculty of Law (Ezeh, 2020; Shou & Kimaro, 2021).
2.5	Tools Used for Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials 
Law libraries cannot fulfill their aims and objectives unless they are supplied with the latest legal information materials. It means the law librarian must know the latest legal information materials published in various branches of knowledge. An acquisition section in charge without latest bibliographical tools at his desk is just like a soldier on the battlefield without the gun. Ashikuzzaman (2021) opined that the following tools are widely used selection tools:
· Printed catalogues of University libraries
· Union catalogues
· National bibliographies
· Subject Bibliographies
· Books in print and similar publication
· List of periodicals
· List of reference works
· Publication lists of Universities, research institutions
· Lists of current issues of journals
· List prepared by government departments and professional organizations
· Booksellers and publisher catalogue and trade lists
· Suggested reading lists of syllabus of various courses
· Lists of theses and dissertations
· Lists of audio and visual materials available in the market
· Catalogues of CD-ROM database and online databases, etc.
Kumar (2017) argued that the list of tools used for selection of legal information materials is inexhaustive, he therefore itemized the following other selection tools:
1. Book reviews: Book reviews” means review or criticism found in periodical usually on new books. It is an important source of book selection. Book review is published with several names: book reviews, new thought, new Publication, see your book, current books, your books of the week etc. The information provided in the book review should be brief specific and complete. Review should be done only by the scholars in the given field. So, that proper book selection process can be done.
2. Readers’ suggestion: It is the main source of book selection. Sometimes suggestion becomes very valuable in the book selection process. Proper feedback should be taken from the users of the library so that the most demanding book can be purchased. A suggestion register should be maintained by the library for this purpose. Libraries should keep a suggestion box preferably near the entrance of the libraries.
3. Subject bibliographies: It is usually a list of books article and other reading material on a given subject. It helps in selecting a book for particular subject. Bibliographies are important sources of book selection. It includes Subject bibliographies, author bibliography, selective bibliography, bibliography of bibliographies and national bibliography.
4. Author bibliography: Author bibliography is a list of books written by a particular author. It also helps in selecting books of a particular author.
5. Selective bibliography: It is a list of best book on a subject or a group of subjects. An average library uses this method for selecting book in the library.
6. Bibliography of bibliographies: It is a list of bibliographies. It helps in selecting bibliographies for a library which is an important tool of book selection.
7. National bibliography: It is a list of books published in the country in different languages which are mostly published in the printed form. It is a complete record of printed output in a given country without any limitation.
8. Reading list: It is a list of most favored books on the particular subject.
9. Prospectus: It is useful in book selection. Universities and other examination centers publish the prospectus. It gives a list of book for every subject for every examination.
10. Year book: It is a list of books published in the particular year arranged according to subject or particular language.
11. Library catalogue: Catalogue is published in bigger libraries. It also helps in book selection (Kumar, 2017; Ashikuzzaman, 2021).
2.6	Criteria Used in Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials
Selection criteria is an integral part of collection development policy or selection policy that indicates the conditions legal information materials should be met before it is considered for acquisition by law libraries or academic law libraries. The American Library Association [ALA] (2020) posited that selection policy should include specific criteria to guide professionals in purchasing legal information materials. 
The criteria should be relevant to the law library’s objectives: excellence (artistic, literary, visual, etc.), appropriateness to level of user, authoritative and varying perspectives on controversial issues, accessibility, and ability to stimulate further intellectual and social development. Librarians should consider authenticity, public demand, general interest, content, and circumstances of use.
ALA (2020) further categorized selection criteria into general and content. The general criteria include: present and potential relevance to community needs, suitability of physical form for library use, suitability of subject and style for intended audience, cost, importance as a document of the times, relation to the existing collection and to other materials on the subject, attention by critics and reviewers, potential user appeal, requests by library patrons.
On the other hand, the content criteria are: Authority, comprehensiveness and depth of treatment, skill, competence, and purpose of the author, reputation and significance of the author, objectivity, consideration of the work as a whole, clarity, currency, technical quality, representation of diverse points of view, representation of important movements, genres, or trends, vitality and originality, artistic presentation and/or experimentation, sustained interest, relevance and use of the information, effective characterization, authenticity of history or social setting
Kumar (2017), Ashikuzzaman (2021) also highlighted the legal information materials should be of popular interest, the legal information materials should have permanent value, currency of information, local demand, readability, accuracy, author, Publisher & producer reputation, ease of use and format, cost and availability, relationship to existing collection materials, significance of the subject matter, popular demand, budgetary constraints, critical assessments in a variety of journals, importance and value to the collection and library users as criteria for selection of legal information materials to be acquired by law libraries or academic law libraries.
2.7	Types of Legal Information Materials Selected and Acquired by Law Libraries
Legal materials are documents that tell you what the law is, or which explain, discuss and comment on the law (The University of Sheffield, 2022). These materials are important information materials, generally significant enough to determine an issue in the aspect of law. It can be used in the contexts of civil procedure; a general issue of material fact refers to an actual, plausible issue of fact that must be decided by a jury or judge. An issue of material fact precludes summary judgment because the issue is relevant and consequential (Cornell Law School, 2022).
The materials used for legal research are generally divided into two broad categories: primary sources and secondary sources.  Primary legal sources are the actual law in the form of constitutions, court cases, statutes, and administrative rules and regulations.  Secondary legal sources may restate the law, but they also discuss, analyze, describe, explain, or critique it as well.  Secondary sources are used to help locate primary sources of law, define legal words and phrases, or help in legal research.  In short, anything that is more than the actual law is considered a secondary source. 
Primary legal materials are information materials that represent the law itself. There are two significant types of primary legal material which are statute laws (also known as legislations) and case laws. The primary legal information materials include:
· Constitutions: These are the supreme laws of countries. The constitution may be written, unwritten, flexible or rigid. Written constitutions have every legal provision on how to govern a country documented. Any changes that will occur on it must follow through the process of legislative amendments. The unwritten constitution is not documented anywhere. This form of constitution is being practiced by verbal pronouncements. Flexible constitutions can be subjected to changes anytime, while rigid constitution cannot be changed. Examples of constitutions are Constitutions of Nigeria, United States Constitution, Washington State Constitution, etc.
· Statutes: These are also known as laws enacted by legislatures or acts of parliament. They are the most significant form of statute law. They start out as Parliamentary Bills, and when they have passed through the House of Representatives and Senate they receive Presidential Assent to become Acts. The Act then becomes a law, although it may not come into force immediately. Acts of Parliament have a short title and a chapter number, for example, the Freedom of information (Act 2011), Petroleum Industry (Act 2022), etc. Acts of Parliament are published on the government’s Legislation website. They are also available in the legal databases. Parliament can empower other institutions or individuals to make legislation. This is known as delegated legislation. 
· Law Cases/Law Reports: They are also known as case law (or judicial precedent) because they are laws made by the courts and decided by judges. Judicial precedent operates under the principle of stare decisis which literally means “to stand by decisions”. This principle means that a court must follow and apply the law as set out in the decisions of higher courts in previous cases. In order for the principle of stare decisis to operate, a judge must know what the previous decisions of courts are. Case reports, or “law reports”, make this possible. There are currently many different series of law reports published, which reproduce judgments and add supplementary information by an editor. It may take some time between a judgment being handed down and it is being published as a report. Similar systems of law reporting operate in other common law jurisdictions.
· Rules and Regulations: Regulations imply the directives which a body or authority creates and maintains. These are lawfully enforced. Rules are the basic guidelines of instructions that states the way of doing something correctly. Rules and regulations are the principles that direct the conduct or behaviour of a person in an organization or country.
· Treaties: These are mostly applicable to International Law. A treaty is any legally binding agreement between states (countries). A treaty can be called a Convention, a Protocol, a Pact, an Accord, etc. It is the content of the agreement between two or more countries.
Secondary legal information materials are legal documents derived from filtering and editing of the primary legal information materials. These legal information materials consist of sources that explain, criticize, discuss, or help locate primary legal information materials. They include journals and textbooks, etc.  Examples of secondary legal sources include: 
· Law reviews and journals: A law review or law journal is a scholarly journal or publication that focuses on legal issues. A law review is a type of legal periodical. Law reviews are a source of research, imbedded with analyzed and referenced legal topics; they also provide a scholarly analysis of emerging law concepts from various topics. Examples are: Virginia Law Review, Seattle University Law Review, Yale Law Journal, etc.
· Legal treatises, nutshells, hornbooks, deskbooks: A legal treatise is a scholarly legal publication containing all the law relating to a particular area, such as criminal law or trusts and estates. Examples are Criminal Law in a Nutshell, Principles of Employment Law, American Constitutional Law, Washington Civil Procedure Deskbook, etc.
· Manuals and guides on how to practice law: The legal manuals provide a guide to the law, practice and procedure that are at the heart of the legal practice course. Examples are Washington Practice, Washington Lawyers Practice Manual.
Tertiary legal information materials are legal information materials that emanated from synthesizing of both the primary and secondary sources of legal information. The tertiary legal information materials compile, list or digest information from other sources. Tertiary legal materials are not considered acceptable material upon which to base academic legal research. These materials always point users to the pertinent primary materials, which also can be used when conducting legal research. Tertiary legal materials include encyclopedias of law, dictionaries of law, bibliographies of law publications, directories of lawyers, judges, justices, notable legal practitioners, compendium of law, etc.
2.8	Benefits of Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials in Law Libraries
Scholars have justified the essence of selection on acquisition of quality legal information materials in law libraries. Okogwu and Achebe (2018) pointed out that because selection is being done by selectors, it helps to address new issues as part of the selection and management processes, issues such as easy and quick accessibility for users, continuous content evaluation and technological and legal concerns. Selection also allows selectors to make decision to acquire items with only limited consultation with other departments following established policies and guidelines.
Seeing it from a different perspective, Plockey and Ofori (2018) argued that selection and acquisition of legal information materials are highly of great importance to the services of law libraries. They highlighted ensuring provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users of law libraries, increase the quality of services of the law libraries, ensure judicious spending of the law library budget, helps the law library to select legal information materials that will be purchased from only the reputable publishers or vendors, helps law libraries to evaluate the contents of legal information materials they intend to acquire.
Onwudinjo (2015), Ezeh (2020) believed that selection and acquisition of legal information materials helps in space saving. They reasoned that when only the needed information materials are acquired and selected, there won’t be need for law libraries to be purchasing information materials that are not relevant to the needs of their users. They further submitted that a thorough selection and acquisition of legal information materials will attest to the qualifications of the law librarians, which will also contribute to the standard of practice of the law libraries.

2.9	Challenges of Selection and Acquisition of Legal Information Materials in Law Libraries
Plockey and Ofori (2018) submitted that the key challenges affecting the selection and acquisitions of legal information materials in law libraries or academic law libraries include inadequate funding, economic instability, dearth of current books, lack of due process, lack of current acquisition tools. Abdulsalami and Arowolo (2019) further highlighted lack of sufficient capital to embark on the adverting and carrying adequate stocks, insufficient books selling experience, lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries, insufficient content with source of supply, absence of patronage from the librarians
Onwudinjo (2015), Asikuzzaman (2022) argued that the major challenges of law libraries or academic law libraries include space because it receives all its orders in bulk and as such the processing unit gets crowded with delivering resources/materials. Also related to this is the diversity in language in which the new users read. There are far too few resources in our dominant languages to meet up the demand for them. As a result new users often get disappointed when they visit the library without finding the kind of books they want which is relevant to their needs at their level and in the languages of their literacy. In special libraries these are no specific bodies established either administratively or by edit in form of library committees or boards to handle and monitor the acquisition and resources utilization of the law libraries or academic law libraries resources for good library services. Law libraries or academic law libraries’ services are so weak, that in most cases the little funds for such services are usually diverted. 
Ezeh (2020) specifically explained the following as the challenges of selection and acquisition in law libraries:
1. Paucity of Funds: Paucity of fund is endemic in academic law libraries. Academic law libraries in Nigeria depend on the main university library for its funding. Law competes with other disciplines in the meager financial resources allotted to university library for acquisition of information resources. Most often useful materials needed for prompt service at the law library are not acquired. 
2. Administrative Bottleneck in Acquisition Process: The acquisition practices in most academic law libraries in Nigeria do not encourage prompt service delivery. The acquisition practice, which starts at the law library, involves series of bureaucratic process which delay early arrival of requested materials. Experience have shown that sometimes these materials arrive only when their need have elapsed. 
3. Autonomy of Academic Law Library: The organizational structure of academic law libraries in Nigeria is such that the law Library which services Faculty of Law is under the control of the University Library. The law librarian is responsible to the university librarian in terms of financial matters. This organizational arrangement affects the book vote, slow down acquisition and administrative processes.
2.10	Summary of the Literature Reviewed
This chapter has aptly reviewed various literatures on the concepts of law libraries, selection and acquisition of legal information materials in law libraries. It also explained various method of acquiring legal information materials, the tools and criteria for selection of legal information materials that will be acquired by law libraries and rounded up by discussing the benefits and challenges of selection and acquisition of legal information materials in law libraries.




CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1    Research Design
Research design is to indicate the ways to be followed or patterns of how the study will be conducted. Case study method will be adopted for this study. The reason for adopting case study is because it would avail the researcher the opportunity of focusing on University of Ilorin Law Library with the aim of finding out the implications of selection and acquisition procedures of legal information materials on its services.
3.2     Population of the Study
Population is the total area, environment, scope or aspect a study is expected to cover. According to Issa (2012), population of a study is referred to as all the members or elements of a particular group of people, animals, or things in a defined area. Hence, the population of this study will be the Collection Development Librarian of University of Ilorin Library, the Librarian and staff of University of Ilorin Law Library.
3.3Sample and Sampling Techniques
Sample is the unit, portion or element of the population, which will provide data that are relevant to the study. In this study, samples was drawn from staff of University of Ilorin Law Library.  Background information revealed that the Law Library has closed to 12 staff. 
On the other hand, sample technique is the method of how respondents or participants will be selected for this study. Therefore, census enumerative will be adopted for this study. The reason for adopting census enumerative is because the respondents are not much and the researcher can obtain data from them, provided they are available at the time of administering the data collection instrument.
3.4    Instrument for Data Collection
This study adopted questionnaire and interview as its data collection instrument.  The questionnaire, according to Issa (2012) is a data collection instrument containing series of questions and other prompt responses for the purpose of gathering information from respondents. The questionnaire, titled “Influence of Selection and Acquisition Procedures on Legal Information Materials in University of Ilorin Law Library” will be arranged into two major sections. The first section was meant for respondents’ demographic data, while the second section will be dedicated to obtaining data on the problem being understudied.
3.5 Data Collection Procedure
The questionnaire will be administered to the respondents by the researcher and supported by a research assistant. The researcher will appeal to the respondents to fill the questionnaire on time, so that the researcher can meet other respondents and progress to the next chapter of this study.
3.6    Method of Data Analysis
Data obtained was presented and analysed by using simple percentage and frequency table. The reason for the choice of simple percentage and frequency table is because it allows presentation, analysis and comparison of multiple attitude, opinion and ideas which can enhance easy comprehension of tables and the data they contained.
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CHAPTER FOUR
4.0			DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
4.1 	Presentation of Results
This chapter present, analyse, discuss, and interpret the data obtained from field with the aid of questionnaire. For the sake of clarity, this chapter is further arranged in the following order:
4.2 	Questionnaire Distribution and Response Rate
4.3 	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
4.4 	Analysis of Data and Discussion of Findings
4.2	Questionnaire Distribution and Response Rate
From the 12 copies of questionnaires administered, the whole 12 were returned and out of the questionnaire returned, 11 were fully filled and adequate for analysis. Hence, the data of this study was valid for analysis with questionnaire response rate of 91.63%. According to Ramshaw (2021), questionnaire is suitable for analysis if the response rate is more than average for physically administered questionnaires and can be used to represent majority of the characteristics intended to describe by the researcher. 





[bookmark: _Hlk153983263]4.3 	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
Table 1: Respondents’ Demographic Distribution

	Options
	F
	%

	Gender
	Male
	6
	54.5

	
	Female
	5
	45.5

	
	Total
	11
	100

	Marital Status
	Single
	4
	36.4

	
	Married
	7
	63.6

	
	Divorced
	0
	0.0

	
	Widow
	0
	0.0

	
	Total
	11
	100

	Age Range
	24 – 33 years
	3
	27.3

	
	34 – 43 years
	5
	45.5

	
	44 – 53 years
	2
	18.2

	
	54 and above years
	1
	9.1

	
	Total
	11
	100

	Academic Qualification
	ND
	0
	0.0

	
	HND
	2
	18.2

	
	BLIS
	3
	27.3

	
	MLIS
	5
	45.5

	
	Ph.D
	1
	9.1

	
	Total
	11
	100

	Work Experience
	0 – 4 years
	2
	18.2

	
	5 – 9 years
	3
	27.3

	
	10 – 14 years
	5
	45.5

	
	15 – 19 years
	1
	9.1

	
	20 and above years
	0
	0.0

	
	Total
	11
	100

	Cadre in the Library
	Para-professional
	2
	18.2

	
	Professional
	9
	81.8

	
	Total
	11
	100


[bookmark: _Hlk153983359]Table 1 above reveals that male librarians constitute the majority of respondents with 54.5%, while the females have 45.5%. 63.6% of the respondents are married, while 36.4% are single. 45.5% are within the age range of 34 – 43 years, followed by 24 – 33 years with 27.3%, while 44 – 53 years have 18.2%. Furthermore, 45.5% of respondents have MLIS, 27.3% have BLIS, 18.2% have HND, while 9.1% are Ph.D holders. Also, 45.5% of respondents have 10 – 14 years work experience, followed 27.3% with 5 – 9 years, while 18.2% are 0 – 4 years. The Table also shows 81.8% of the respondents are professionals, while 18.2% are para-professionals.
The results of the Table reflected some elements of authority by showing that majority of the respondents are professionals with most of them having BLIS and MLIS and 10 – 14 years work experience. This implies that the respondents of this study must have gathered adequate level of experience required to answer the questions of this study by choosing the options that best express their opinions.
4.4	 Data Analysis 
Data analysis was done based on this study’s questions.
4.4.1  	Research Question One: Who are the personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 2: Personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	M
	SD

	Acquisition Librarian
	5
	45.5
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.18
	0.98

	Law Librarian
	5
	45.5
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.09
	1.22

	Head, Faculty of Law
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	0
	0.0
	3
	27.3
	3.09
	1.51

	Subject Experts
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.64
	1.12

	Students
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	1
	9.1
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	3.18
	1.25

	Members of Selection and Acquisition Committee
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.27
	0.91


[bookmark: _Hlk153983419]From Table 2 above, it can be understood that members of selection and acquisition committee is ranked highest with (4.27± 0.91) among the personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in the University of Ilorin Law Library, followed by acquisition librarian (4.18± 0.98), while law librarian has (4.09± 1.22). However, 3.09± 1.51for Head of Faculty of Law is ranked lowest.
4.4.2  	Research Question Two: What are the tools used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 3: Tools used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	M
	SD

	Book reviews
	4
	36.4
	5
	45.5
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.00
	1.18

	Readers' suggestions
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.27
	0.91

	Bibliographies
	6
	54.5
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	4.45
	0.69

	Reading lists
	2
	18.2
	5
	45.5
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	0
	0.0
	3.55
	1.13

	Prospectus
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.36
	1.36

	Yearbooks
	2
	18.2
	8
	72.7
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	4.09
	0.54

	Library catalogues
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	0
	0.0
	2
	18.2
	3.36
	1.36

	Publishers' catalogues
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	3.18
	1.66

	List of theses and dissertations
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	3.45
	1.13

	Accession registers
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	3.45
	1.21


Table 3 above reveals that bibliographies is ranked highest among the tools used in selecting legal materials to be purchased in University of Ilorin Law Library with (4.45± 0.69), followed by readers’ suggestions (4.27± 0.91) and yearbooks with (4.09± 0.54). On the other hand, publishers’ catalogues is ranked lowest with (3.18± 1.66). 

4.4.3	Research Question Three: What are the criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 4: Criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	M
	SD

	Appropriateness to level of user
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	3.73
	1.10

	Authority
	4
	36.4
	6
	54.5
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	4.18
	1.17

	Accessibility of the materials
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.27
	0.65

	Users’ demands
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	3.64
	0.92

	General interest
	2
	18.2
	5
	45.5
	3
	27.3
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	3.00
	1.34

	Cost
	3
	27.3
	6
	54.5
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	3.73
	0.91

	Up-to-datedness of contents
	0
	0.0
	6
	54.5
	3
	27.3
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	3.91
	1.14

	Comprehensiveness and depth of treatment
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	5
	45.5
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.27
	1.00

	Reputation of publisher or producer
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	3.27
	0.91

	Ease of use
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	4
	36.4
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	3.00
	1.27

	Format
	0
	0.0
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	3.64
	1.21


Table 4 above reveals that accessibility of the materials is ranked highest among the criteria used in selecting legal materials to be purchased in University of Ilorin Law Library with (4.27± 0.65), followed by authority (4.18± 1.17) and up-to-datedness of content with (3.91± 1.14). However, ease of use is ranked lowest with (3.00± 1.27). 
4.4.4  	Research Question Four: What are the types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 5: Types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	M
	SD

	Constitutions
	0
	0.0
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2.64
	1.12

	Statutes
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	3.45
	1.29

	Court case/Law reports
	5
	45.5
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.18
	0.87

	Rules and regulations
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	2.91
	1.30

	Treatises
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.55
	1.04

	Legal reviews
	0
	0.0
	5
	45.5
	4
	36.4
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.27
	0.79

	Law journals
	4
	36.4
	6
	54.5
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.09
	1.22

	Legal deskbooks
	6
	54.5
	4
	36.4
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.27
	1.19

	Legal manuals
	0
	0.0
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	2.82
	1.17

	 Legal dictionaries
	0
	0.0
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	5
	45.5
	1
	9.1
	2.82
	1.17

	Directories
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	3.36
	1.21

	Yearbooks
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.64
	1.12

	Compendium of law
	2
	18.2
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	3.64
	0.92

	 Encyclopedias of law
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	4.36
	0.67


Table 5 above shows that encyclopedias of Law is ranked highest among the types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in University of Ilorin Law Library with (4.36 ± 0.67), followed by court cases/law reports (4.18 ± 0.87) and law journals with (4.18 ± 0.87). However, constitutions are ranked lowest with (2.64 ± 1.12).

4.4.5  	Research Question Five: What are the benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 6: Benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	M
	SD

	Helps in including new publications
	0
	0.0
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	0
	0.0
	3.09
	0.83

	Helps in easy and quick accessibility of publications
	0
	0.0
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	0
	0.0
	3.09
	0.83

	Helps in continuous collection evaluation
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	0
	0.0
	2
	18.2
	3.18
	1.26

	Helps in following established policies and guidelines
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	4.36
	0.67

	Ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users
	3
	27.3
	7
	63.6
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.00
	1.96

	Increases the quality of services
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	5
	45.5
	2
	18.2
	0
	0.0
	3.27
	0.91

	Ensures judicious spending of library’s budget
	4
	36.4
	6
	54.5
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.18
	0.87

	Helps in purchasing legal information materials from reputable vendors
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.18
	1.17

	Helps in evaluating the contents of legal information materials libraries intend to acquire
	1
	9.1
	2
	18.2
	5
	45.5
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.00
	1.96

	Helps in space saving
	0
	0.0
	3
	27.3
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2.55
	1.21

	Improves the standards of practice of law libraries
	0
	0.0
	5
	45.5
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.09
	1.04


Table 6 above points out that helping in following established policies and guidelines is ranked highest among the benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library with (4.36 ± 0.67), followed by ensures judicious spending of library’s budget(4.18 ± 0.87) and ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users with (4.00± 1.96). However, helps in space saving is ranked lowest with (2.55± 1.21).
4.4.6  	Research Question Six: What are the factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library?
Table 7: Factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	 %
	F
	%
	M
	SD

	Inadequate funding
	5
	45.5
	4
	36.4
	1
	9.1
	1
	9.1
	0
	0.0
	4.18
	0.98

	Economic instability
	5
	45.5
	5
	45.5
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0
	1
	9.1
	4.18
	1.16

	Dearth of current books
	0
	0.0
	3
	27.3
	4
	36.4
	4
	36.4
	0
	0.0
	2.91
	0.83

	Lack of due process
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2.91
	1.45

	Lack of current selection tools
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	4
	36.4
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.09
	1.14

	Insufficient content with source of supply
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	3.00
	1.41

	Lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries
	1
	9.1
	4
	36.4
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.18
	1.17

	Few resources in our dominant languages
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	2
	18.2
	3.09
	1.45

	Administrative bottlenecks
	1
	9.1
	3
	27.3
	4
	36.4
	2
	18.2
	1
	9.1
	3.09
	1.14

	High cost of legal information materials
	0
	0.0
	4
	36.4
	2
	18.2
	3
	27.3
	2
	18.2
	2.73
	1.19


Table 7 above indicates that economic instability are ranked highest among the factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library with (4.18 ± 1.16), followed by inadequate funding (4.18 ± 0.98) and lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries with (3.18 ± 1.17). However, high cost of legal information materials is ranked lowest with (2.73 ± 1.19).

4.5 Discussion of Findings
The implications of the results of Table 2 are: selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library are being carried out by following the standardised procedures stipulated by some major international associations and bodies in Library and Information Science, such as the International Federation of Library Association and Institutions (IFLA), the Nigerian Library Association (NLA), and the American Library Association (ALA). Their policy statements emphasised that the Selection and Acquisition Committee has the ultimate power to determine the information materials to be selected and acquired.
It is also interesting to find out the Acquisition Librarian is among the personnel responsible for selecting information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library. The position of the respondents is in tandem with Ezeh (2020) that the acquisition of librarian oversee the process of purchasing and ordering of legal information materials in order to acquire current legal information materials about law discipline to satisfy users. The roles of the acquisition librarian also involve the acquisition of relevant technologies to support management, to make the replacement of lost or damaged legal information materials.
Findings further revealed the Law Librarian is also involved in the selection and acquisition process of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library. As expected, the Law Librarian is having closed and direct observations and interactions with the users of legal information resources. Therefore, his/her contributions are highly valuable to the entire selection and acquisition of legal information materials. It can be assumed that subject experts are not usually among the personnel responsible for selection and acquisition because they Law Librarian is also an expert who possesses basic or advanced certificate in the legal discipline. Thus, he/she is expected to be conversant with the various aspects of Law where information materials suitable for the needs of users can be considered.
The findings of the Table 3 implied that bibliographies are the tools highly used in selecting legal materials to be purchased in the library understudy. This shows that the library considers bibliographies useful in the selection process because they systematically list information materials published by either a particular author, country, regions, period or on a subject, specifically the subjects of Law. This makes it easy for the library to have access to detailed bibliographic descriptions of information materials that consider relevant to the needs of their users.
Readers’ suggestions are also used in selection of legal information materials to be selected by the library understudied. One of the librarians who provided further explanations to the researcher on this study notes that the library has a register for users to record the details of the information materials they want the library to purchase. Therefore, when the library is selecting for acquisition, it usually consider the register. What makes the register to be highly prioritised is because the suggestions made users are mostly from learned and reputable individuals who are versed in the subject of Law.
Furthermore, the library uses yearbooks above other selection tools. This contradicts the practices of other libraries according to some research. Kumar (2017) and Ashikuzzaman (2021) noted that yearbooks are not highly used in most law libraries in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. They argued that yearbooks are not usually specific on the subject of Law, because they are mostly generalized. Thus, they are not mostly considered for selection.
It is important to discover that publishers’ catalogues were ranked lowest based on the respondents’ responses. The implication of that result is that publishers’ catalogues among the selection tools highly used in the library understudied. However, data have revealed that publishers’ catalogues have constituted a major selection tools, particularly the ones from reputable legal publishers such as Lexis and Nexis, Nigerian Weekly Law Report publishers and others.
Table 4’s results implied that accessibility of the materials, authority and up-to-datedness of content are the major criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in the library understudied. Accessibility of the materials is paramount in the selection of legal information because there are many cases libraries have selected information materials they can’t accessed maybe based on the location of the publisher of the information or the time the information material was published. Therefore, to avoid falling into this trap, University of Ilorin Law Library always considers accessibility of the materials to be acquired.
Authority is also an important criteria to be considered when selecting legal information materials to be acquired because it reveals the credibility and reputation of the author(s) or editor(s) responsible for the contents of the information materials to be acquired. ALA (2020) buttressed the importance of authority on selection of legal information materials by noting that legal information materials which its authority is questionable give readers inadequate information.
Furthermore, up-to-datedness of contents is considered for selection of legal information materials because the library understudied is in academic environment. Therefore, it is down on the library to always provide information materials whose contents are up-to-date and timely for the needs of its users. Libraries mostly acquire old legal information materials for records or archival purposes. That ease of use is ranked lowest call for concerns because legal information materials that are difficult to be used by patrons always end up being useless and irrelevant.
Results of the Table 5 indicated that encyclopedias of Law, court cases/law reports and law journals are the major types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in the library understudied. This means that the library placed high interest on encyclopedias of Law because their contents are always specific, precise and concise. Encyclopedias of Law fall in the category of tertiary sources of legal information, whose contents are derived from condensations of primary and secondary sources.
Court case/law reports are another legal information materials that are essential to every law library. Courts cases/law reports contain judicial precedents that operate under the principle of stare decisis which literally means “to stand by decisions”. This principle means that a court must follow and apply the law as set out in the decisions of higher courts in previous cases. In order for the principle of stare decisis to operate, a judge must know what the previous decisions of courts are (Cornell Law School, 2022). Observations made by this researcher made her document the following law reports/court cases: Nigerian Weekly Law Report (NWLR), Supreme Court Law Report (SCLR), and African Law Reports (ALR).
It is also interesting to find out that the library understudied selects law journals among the legal information materials it acquires. Journals are considered to be primary information resources which contains latest information and results of findings on the subjects of Law. This implication of this aspect is that the respondents with their opinions based on their responses in Table 4 where it was ranked higher that up-to-datedness of contents is a criterion used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired by the library.
Findings negatively showed that constitutions are not among the major types of legal information materials usually selected for acquisition in the library. The reason is not far-fetched. Constitutions are not information materials that are being published regularly.They are always static in nature because they are subjected to changes through the process of amendment. And amendment is always being done when there are needs for some aspects of the constitutions to be reviewed and updated.
The implications of the results of the Table 6 was that the major benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials helps in following established policies and guidelines, ensures judicious spending of library’s budget and ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users. The result are consistent with the assertions of Ezeh (2020) that selection helps law libraries in following the established policies and guidelines because the library’s selection and acquisition committee members and other personnel responsible for selection will have some predefined criteria that have to be followed, the kinds of materials to be acquired and also the sources of acquisition.  
Selection also ensures judicious spending of library’s budget because through it, law libraries always adequate information – including price and amount to be paid for delivery – about the information materials they want to acquire. Hence, law libraries won’t have need to waste their meager financial resources. In this era where one of the major challenges libraries are facing are poor funding and others, it is thus necessary for them to follow standard procedures that can help them manage their funds. 
It is interesting to also find out that the respondents believed that selection helps in the provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users. Their position is consistent with Plockey and Ofori (2018) who argued that without selection, law libraries find it difficult to end up choosing legal information materials that are suitable to their users’ needs. Thus, it is always imperative that law libraries engaged in selection before acquiring information materials.
However, it is disturbing to discover that the respondents don’t believed that selection helps in space saving. Logically, since selection helps in the acquisition of legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users, it therefore helps law libraries to avoid acquiring information materials that will just occupy the library space without being used by the patrons.
Table 7 implied that the major factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in the library understudied are economic instability, inadequate funding and lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries. It is apparent that the major sources of supply of legal information materials to Nigerian law libraries are through foreign publishers. This makes it difficult to have a stable conversion rates when it comes to paying for the legal information materials selected for acquisition.
More so, inadequate funding is a barrier to selecting legal information materials to be acquired by the library understudied. Since, this study is not concerned with funding, it is difficult to conclude on funding. However, as it is obvious that most Nigerian academic libraries survived on subventions provided by the host institutions, which most times may not be adequate, it is therefore trite to agree with the respondents that funding truly affects selection of legal information materials.
Lack of the knowledge of the special libraries shouldn’t be seen as a challenge by the respondents because those involved in the selection and acquisition process are members of the selection and acquisition committee, the acquisition librarian and the Law librarian, according to the respondents’ responses in Table 2. This means that the personnel involved in selection and acquisition are required to be knowledgeable about the needs of their users and also, community analysis is expected to be performed before embarking on selection and acquisition of legal information resources.
Furthermore, high cost of legal information materials is not considered a major challenge by the respondents. This is questionable. Since their major sources of acquisition is through foreign publishers and book sellers, economic instability is expected to affect the price at which legal information materials to be sold. But above all, this point has become a gap that has to be covered by future research by investigating the effect of price of legal information materials on the selection and acquisition of legal information.
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5.0	SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
Findings of this study revealed that most of the personnel of University of Ilorin Law Library are males, although with closed margin with their female counterparts. Also, most of the personnel are married with the highest age range around 34 – 43 years and also MLIS holders with work experience of 10 – 14 years in Librarianship’s professional cadre. It was also discovered that members of the Selection and Acquisition Committee, Acquisition Librarian and Law Librarian are the personnel responsible for selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library.
Bibliographies, readers’ suggestions and yearbooks are the tools used for selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library, while accessibility of the materials, authority and up-to-datedness are the criteria used in selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library. Encyclopedias of Law, court cases/law reports and law journals are the types of legal information materials selected and acquired in the University of Ilorin Law Library.
Selection and acquisition help in following established policies and guidelines, ensure judicious spending of library’s budget and ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users of University of Ilorin Law Library. However, economic instability, inadequate funding and lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries are the challenges affecting University of Ilorin Law Library from selecting and acquiring legal information materials.

5.2	Conclusion
Selection and acquisition are essential routines in every library. However, their roles and nature in law libraries are different because performing them requires specialised knowledge such as having the knowledge of different aspects of Law, the nature of legal information materials and the various users of legal information materials. This study has established that there are many procedures to be followed in the process and selection of legal information materials and when those procedures are followed, they ensure judicious spending of library’s budget and provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs. Some hindrances limiting University of Ilorin Law Library from selection and acquisition include economic instability, inadequate funding and lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries.
5.3	Recommendations
The following suggested recommendations are hereby made for this study:
1. Personnel responsible for selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library should be using publishers’ and library catalogues for selection. This will help them in having information about publications of different publishers locally and globally.
2. Cost of legal information materials should be considered when selecting information materials to be acquired in University of Ilorin Law Library. This will help in saving the library from profligate spending of its meager financial resources on legal information materials that are most relevant to users.
3. Comprehensiveness and depth of legal information materials should be considered during selection. This will ensure provision of quality and reliable information materials to users.
4. Personnel responsible for selection and acquisition of legal information materials in University of Ilorin Law Library should always endeavour to acquire adequate knowledge about the needs of their patrons. This will help in considering selection and acquisition based on their users’ interest.
5. Management of University of Ilorin should adequately fund the University of Ilorin Library, so that it can cater for the needs of users across other branch/faculties and departmental libraries.
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Appendix 1
Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin, Nigeria
Institute of Information and Communication Technology 
Department of Library and Information Science

Questionnaire on “Influence of Selection and Acquisition Procedures on Legal Information Materials in University of Ilorin Law Library”
Dear Respondent, 
Request for Response to Questionnaire
I am an undergraduate of the above named institution, carrying out research on the above mentioned topic. My research is in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the award of National Diploma in Library and Information Science (ND).
Your assistance is hereby requested for prompt completion of this questionnaire. I am assuring you that all data provided will be treated with utmost confidentiality and used for academic purpose only.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
Section A: Demographic Information of Respondents
Kindly select the option of your choice by ticking from the answers below
1. Gender:    Male (    )     Female (     )
1. Marital Status:   Single (     )   Married (    )   Divorced (    )   Widow (    )
1. Age range: 24 – 33 years (    )    34 – 43 years (    )     44 – 53 years (    ) 
	      54 and above years (   ) 
1. Academic qualification:  ND  (    )   HND  (    ) BLIS  (   ) MLIS (   ) 
       Ph.D. (   )
1. Work experience: 0 – 4 years (    )    5 – 9 years (    )     10 – 14 years (    ) 
	      15 – 19 years (   ) 20 and above years (   )
1. Cadre in the library: Para-professional  (    )   Professional  (    )

Section B
0. Who are the personnel responsible for selection of legal information materials to be acquired in your library?
Kindly tick SA for “Strongly Agree,” A for “Agree,” U for “Undecided,” D for “Disagree” and SD for “Strongly Disagree.”
	S/No
	Options
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Acquisition Librarian
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Law Librarian
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Head, Faculty of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Subject Experts
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Students
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Members of Selection and Acquisition Committee
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………..



Section C
0. What are the tools used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in your library?
	S/N
	Statements
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Book reviews
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Readers’ suggestions
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Bibliographies
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Reading lists
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Prospectus
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Year books 
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Library catalogues
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Publishers’ catalogues
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	List of theses and dissertations
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Accession registers
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………



Section D
0. What are the criteria used in selecting legal information materials to be acquired in your library?
	S/N
	Statements 
	SD
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Literary and artistic excellence
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Appropriateness to level of user
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Authoritative
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Accessibility of the materials 
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Users’ demands 
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	General interest
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Cost
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Updateness of contents
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Comprehensiveness and depth of treatment
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Reputation of publisher or producer
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Ease of use
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Format
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………….



Section E
0. What are the types of legal information materials selected for acquisition in your library?
	S/N
	Statements
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Constitutions
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Statutes 
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Law cases/law reports
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Rules and regulations
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Treatises
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Legal reviews
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Law journals
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Legal deskbooks
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Legal manuals
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Legal dictionaries
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Encyclopedias of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Directories
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Year books
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Compendium of Law
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………



Section F
0. What are the benefits of selection on acquisition of legal information materials in your library?
	S/N
	Statements
	SD
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Helps in including new publications 
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Helps in easy and quick accessibility of publications
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Helps in continuous content evaluation
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Helps in following established policies and guidelines
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Ensures provision of adequate legal information materials relevant to the needs of the users
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Increases the quality of services
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Ensures judicious spending of library’s budget
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Helps in purchasing legal information materials from reputable vendors
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Helps in evaluating the contents of legal information materials libraries intend to acquire
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Helps in space saving
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Improves the standards of practice of law libraries
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………….


Section G
6. What are the factors affecting selection of legal information materials to be acquired in your library?
	S/N
	Statements 
	SD
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	1.
	Inadequate funding
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Economic instability
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Dearth of current books
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Lack of due process
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Lack of current selection tools
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Insufficient content with source of supply
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Lack of knowledge of the needs of the special libraries
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Few resources in our dominant languages
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Administrative bottlenecks in administrative process
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	High cost of legal information materials
	
	
	
	
	

	Others, please specify………….
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